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British India consists of the 11 Provinces of Assam, Bengal, Bihar, 
Bombay, Oentral Provinces and Berar. Madras, North W#st Frontier, 
Orissa, Punjab, Sind and the United Provinces, plus the Chief Commissi* 
onerships of British Bduohistan, Delhi,** Ajmor-Morw'ara, Coorg, the Anda- 
mans and Nicobar Islands, Panth Piploda, and docs not include any Indian 
States. 

Reigning Sovereign — His Majesly George the VI 


Indie Office 

Secretary of State for /n*/»a— The 

Biftht Hon. Mr. L. S. Amery, ^ April, 

194 a 

Permanent Under»Sc.eretary of State 
Sir Find-lster Stewart, o.g.b., g.c.i.e. 

C. 8.I., L.L.D. 

Parliamentary Under- Secretary of 
State-^Tho Earl of Munster. 

Advieere to the Secretary of State-- 
Sir H. Strakosh g.h.e. Sir H. VVilliamHon 
Sir J. Clay, e.c.i.e., c.s.i., 
O.B.B., Lt Ool. Sir H. Siibrawardy, o.b.e. 
Sir J. A. Woodhead. k.g.b.i., c.i.k., Dewan 
Briiadur S. E. Buganadhan, Sir Ooiirt*!iiny 
Latimer, K.C.I.E., c.s.l. Sir O. Wtlea, 
K.C.I.B., 0.8.1., Sir A. 0. Chatterjea, 
0,G.I.B., K.G 8.L 

High Commiaaioner of India -- Sir 
Azisul Huq, Kt. c.i.r. 

Trade Commiaaioncr for Sir 

David Meek Kt., c.i.e., o.b.e. 

Government of India 

(Area — 1,808,679, 8q, miles vnth a 
population of 359,887 ,778 of people-^^fuarfy 
one-fifth of human race) 

Viceroy Ac Governor General 

His Ezeelteocy The Most Hon’ble 11i« 
Marquess of Linlithgow, p.c., k.t., g.m.b.i., 
0.11 J.B., 0.B.E,, D.L. T.D., (I8th ApHl 
1986) 

Members of the Eaecnttve Connell 
His Excellency General Sir Claude 
John Eyre Auchiiileck, o.g.lb . g.b., c.8.i., 

D. 8.O.. O.B.R., A.D.c., Commander-in -Chief 
in India {War). 

The Hon*ble Sir B^inald Maxwell, 
K.oa.i., G.LB. (Borne). 

The Honble Sir Jeremy Raisman, 
K.a8J., C.I.B. {Finance). 

The Hon’ble Dewan Bahadur Sir A. 
Bamaawami Mudaliar, K.C.8.L (Supply) 
The Hon*bie Sir Saltan Ahmed d.l., 
Bar-at*Law (Information). 

Ths Hoodie Malik .Sir Firoz Khan 
Moon, K.Ga.1., KXJLB. (Defence). 


The Hon'ble Sir Edward Bonthall 
( Tr<ir Transport), 

The Moii*ble Khan Bahadur Sir 
Mohammad Usman, k.c.i.e. {Poat,and 

Air). 

The FToirble Hr. B. R. Ambedksr 
(La hour). 

'Khe Uon'bic Sir J. P. Srivastava. 
k.b e. (Foo/). 

The Utm’hlc Sir Jogendra Singh 
[Education, Uealh and Lands). 

The llotrble Sir Muhammad Azfzul 
Haqne, r.i.K,. n.i,iTT. (Commerce, Indue* 
trirs and Civil Supplivit). 

The Hoii’ble Dr. N. H. Khare (Indiana 
overseas) 

rhe Hon*ble Sir Asoko Kumar Roy 
(Law). 

President, Legislative Assembly — The 
Hon. Sir Abdtir Kaliim. k.g.b.i. 

presidt vt. ('fonvril of Stale Moil. 
Sir Mniie(>kji Hvri'iiji Oadabhoy, K.C.B.I.* 
1V.C.I.E., liar -at- Daw. 


Nuraerieal Strength of Parties 
(a) In Central Assembly 


Congress Party 

40 

Muslim l/cague Party 

25 

Non-Party 

25 

lndc|>end<*nt Party 

10 

Congress NatioiisliHts 

11 

Eiirofiean Group 

0 

OfllcialB 

20 


Total 140 

(b) In Council op State 

Independent Progressive Party 

10 

Conv'resB Party 

6 

Muslim Lesgue 

6 


Total 22 


Government of Bengal 

Area 89,955 sq. miles ; Population-^ 
60,814,0fH> (Provisional to the nearest 
thounandf. 

Govemer 

H. £. Sif John A. Herbert o.c.Ub 



THE INDIAN ANNUAL BEGI8TER 


H. E Sir Tbomis Georse Rutherford, 
K.a8.L, c.i.Bm (uMumed offi^ on 6*9-43) 

Connell of Mlniftere 

Oonlition formed on 34th April 1943. 

(1) The Hou*ble Khwajii Hir 
Nnsimnddin, K. c. i. E , Chief 
nnd Miniiter for Home l>«|)artmeut 

i Including Civil Defence Cti^ordiwitirni) 
Stuilim Bengal Coalition) 

(2) The Hoii’blfl Mr. Hiucyii SliHheed 
Suhnwardy, Civil Suppliea, (J/tfa/tm- 
Benaal Coalition), 

(3) 'llie Hon'ble Mr. Titlal Chandra 
Goawanai, Finance (Ciate Hiiidd — Bent^al 
CMlition). 

(4) I'he Hon*ble Mr. Tamizuddin 
Kban, Education, {Mmlim* Bengal Coali- 
tion), 

(.5) The Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prolan na 
Pain. Oommiinicafion h Workii, (Caste j 
Hintlv^Bengal Coalition), I 

(6) The Hon*ble Ehaii Bahadur j 
Raiyf'd Muazzaniuddiii A;;rh‘ul j 

tore, {Muslim- Bengal Coalition), 

(7) 'ITie Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath : 
MuKlierjee, m. b. e., Itcvcnue (Caste i 
Hindu-aengal Coalition), ! 

(8) The Hoti’ble Miuiharruff HosBatn, ! 
Khan Bahadur, Jiiuii*i«d and l/eptiatative | 
(Muslim- Bengal Coalition). i 

(9) The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 
Sahabnddin o. B. B., Commerce, Laitoiir 
and Iiiduatriea {Including Pont- War 
Reconstruction) (Muslim- Bengal Coali- 
tion), 

CO) The Hoii'iile Mr. Premhari 
Barman, Foreet and Excitie, (Scheduled 
Caste- Bengal Coalition). 

(11) Hon ’hie Khan Bahadur Maiilvi 
Jalaluddin Ahmed, Public Health and 
Local Self-Government (Muslim- Bengal 
Coalition,) 

(12) The Hon’ble Mr. Fulin B^hary 
Mulllok, Publicity, (Sch'sduled Caste- 
Bengal Coalition). 

fid) The Hon’ble Mr. Jofrendra 
Nath Mandal, Co-operative Credit and 
Rural indebtedneaa. (Schelulvd 
Caste- Bengal Coalition),^ 

Parliamentary Seeretarlea 

(1) Khan Baha<litr Mobfiminad Ali 
(Mmlim-Bengal Coalition), 

(2) Nawabzada K. Naaarollah, 
(Muslim-Bengajl Coalition), 

(3) Bdr. Abdullah Al-Mahmood 
(Muelim* Bengal Coalition) 

(4) Mr. Serajul lelam, (Muslim- Bengal 
Coalition), 

(5) Mr. fiiren Roy (Caste Hindus 
Bengal Coalition), 

(6) Khan Sahib Mafizuddio Ahmed 
{Muslim-Bengal Coalition), 


(7> Mr. Atol Chandra Kumar (Caste 
Hindu-Bengal Coalition), 

Mr. Kaaik l4d Bliwna (Bdiedulad 
Caste-Bengal Coalition) 

(9) M. Jatindra Nath Ckakraverty 
(Caste Hindu-Bengal Coalition), 

(10) Mr. Hyed Abdul Majid (MusHm- 
Bengal Coalition). 

(11) Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmed 
(Muslim- Bengal ^^oalition), 

(12) Mr. Banku Bebari Moodal, 
(Schaiuled Caste-Bengal Coalition), 

(1 i) Khan l^hadur A. F. M. Abdnr 
Rahman (Muslim- Bengal Coalition), 

(14) Mr. Fazlul Rahman (Muslim- 
Bengal Coalition). 

(15) Mr. Mcahahuddin Ahmed (Muslim 
Bengal Coalition). 

(16) Rai Sahib Aniiknl Chandra Dm 
(Scheduled Caste-Bengal Coalition), 

(17) Mr. Yueuf AH Chowdhury 
( Muslim- Bengal Coalition), 

Party Analytia In the Bengal Lefialattre 
Aaaeiubly— (Total 8eaU--r50) 
Government Snpportere 


1. Mualim League 79 

2. Bengal Swnrajya Party 5 

3. Bengal l^egialature Scheduled 

Caate party. 20 

4. European Group 25 

.5. Labour Party 2 

6. Independent 4 

7. Indian Chriaiian 1 

8. Anglo-Indians 4 

140 

Opposition 

1. Pro^reBsive Party 24 

2. Krirthak Pruja Party 17 

3. Nationalists 13 

4. Cniigress liitHcial) 25 

5. (JongreBS (Bose Grou^) 19 

6. Indian Christian 1 

7. Indeiiendent I 

K Scheduled Csste 8 


* 108 

(One seat is vacant. The Hon’ble 
Speaker is not included) 

Party Analysis in the Bengal 
LcgiBlative Council. 

(Total 6faUi--63) 

Gorsmilint Snppovten 

1. Muslim League 

2. Unattached 7 

3. Europeans 6 

le 

Oppoallioa 

1. Progressive Party 

2. Cbngreea (Boee Group) 
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3. OonErew (Official) 

4. Naiionaliata 

5. Unattached 


2G 

(The Hon’ble Preaidetit ia not included). 

Capital and its poinilation— 

Caleiitta~21 .09,(XX) (ProviHioual to Uie 
neaxeat thousand) 

Sommer Capital and \*.n population 

Darjeeling- ~SS5,()(X) ( Provisional lo 

tbe nearest thousand) 

Receipt and Ksi'ciuliture on 
Kerenne Ac<*oiint for the curivnt yesr— 
Receiftts — Us. <V • 

Expenditure Rh. 2r).8U,r)7.U> 

Government of the Punjab 

(Area — 1S9;U0 Sq, nnli>s, Pnpulah' m — 
SS.m^srir ) 

Connell of Ministers 

(a) The Hon. Lt. Gd. Nawaltzadn 
Malik Khizar ITjat Khan iiwana. (\fus- 
lim^i'uioniaL ) 

(b) The Hoii. Uno Itiihailtir (Mnuiubri 
Sir Chhotu Ram, Minister of Revenue 
(// indu - nicnist }. 

(c) Tbe Hoii. Sir Mauolur Lai, 
Finance Minister (Hindu- Natioftal Pro- 
gressive ), 

(d) The Hon, Mian Alidiil Haye, 

Mioister of Education, (M uslim^l/moniHt). 

(e) The Hoii. Sardar Balder Singh, 
Minister of Development, (Sikh -Punjab . 
United Sikh Party ). 

(f) The Hon. Major Sardar Shankut 
Hyat Khan, MinistT of Public woiks. 

( Muslim- Afuslim League ). 

PoUtlsal designation of the Mlnlatry 
--‘Unionist, 

Date of formation of Ministry— 

December 30, 1942 

Parliamentary Secretaries : 

(a) Mir Maqbooi Mahmood, {Afustim- 
Unioniat). 

(b) Mian Allah Yar Kbaii Daultana 
( Muslim- Unionist ) 

(c) Raja Ghaz4i(far Ali Khan 

( Muslim Uniunist ). 

(d) Sheikti Faiz Muhan.mad m. n. e, 

(Muslim Unionist), ! 

(e) Rai S^ibib 'fhakur Ripudamau 

Stngn ( Hindu‘ National Proffeessive), 

(f) Cbaudiiari Tikka Riiiu, m. h. b. 1 

(Hindu Unionist ). j 

(g) Sardar Jauil Singh Man, m. b. r. I 
(8i&-Punjab Umted Sikh Party ). 

(h) Sardar Gopol Singh ( A prsasod 
Class Unionist) 

Parliamontary Private Seeretarlee 

(a) Syed Amjad Ali Shah, m. B. b. 
(Unionisi-MusHm ). 


(b) Bhagal Hans Raj (Dsprssssd 

, Class- Unionist >. 

(c) Sir William Roberta, Kt o. I. B. 

(d) Mian Snitan Mahmud Hotiana 

: ( Atuslim-Usionist ). 

(e) Soil Ahdnl Hamid Khan (Mhe- 
/m-Untbntel ). " 

Nnmerieal Strength of Partian 

The total number of seats In tbe 
liCgislative Assembly is 175 inoluding 
th« Hon'ble Speaker. They are divided 
inb> parties as folio ns 

Government Snpporters Unionist 
Party 97 ; Pniijai» United Sikh Patty 17 ; 
itide)>cndeiit 3 ; Nstional Progressive 4 ; 
Total lil. 

Opposition : - CongrsHe Party 36 ; In- 
d(|)eiident Members 17 ; Total 53. 

Capital and its poptf/afion— Ijahore— 
4 . 29 . 747 . 

Summer capital and its population-- 
Simts-18,144. 

hWfdpts and Expenditure on Herenue 
Account for the current year— 2944-44'— 
Pervnue EfUmate Pm, /.j,/9 lakhs— 
Expenditure Rs. tifiO lakhs. 

Government of Sind . 

(Area — to, 378 Sq, miles i Population— 

4,0 (6,008 ). 

Governor 

Sir Hugh Dow, k.c.0.1., c i.r,, I.O.8., 
(April, 1, 1911. ) 

Connell of Mlnlstore 
Coalition— Formed on 10.10-1042 
1 he Hon’ble Sir Ghuldm Hussain 
Hidnystiiilah K.c.H.r., (Premier in charge, 
Finance Department) (Muslim League), 
The Hoii’bli! Khun Bahadur .Miiharo- 
mnd Ayi;b S. Khiihro (Minister-in-charge 
Htvciiuf, lieKislralion and Co-operative 
Socic^icte). ( Muslim League), 

The Ilon’ble Fir lliahi Hakheh Nawa- 
znli (Miiiister-in-cbargr, Education, Ex- 
cise, Foicst, Agriculture, Rural R^ons- 
truction and labour Departments) 
(Muslim League). 

The Hon 'bio Hsji Muhammad Hashim 
Gazdar (Minister-iii-cbarge, Home, Lsga), 
Political and Miaceilaneous Departments) 
(Muslim League), 

The Uon^le Ran Saheb Gokaidao 
Mewaldas Kochlsiii (Minister-in-charge, 
Public Works liepartment and Load 
Self Governmeet Deparimeot) (Hindu 
Mahasabha), 

'.rhe Hon’ble Dr. Hemandas Bapehand 
Wadhwani (Ministsr-in-charge, Hedlenl, 
Public Healtki, Veterinary and Indnatrloa 
Departmeote) {Hindu Mahasabha)* 

' ParUasMBlary Seemt ari aa 

(1) Kbu AlbA BddUi K. 

CMmU iMoM). 
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(2) Byad Nur MahammMl Shah 

(Mutiim League), 
(Q Mn. Jenubai OiiulaAmli Allan* 
(MuiUm League) » 

(4) Mr. Muhammad Tnsif Khan 

Cbandio {Muelim League). 

(5) Beth Lolumai Rewachand 

Mottrani (Hindu Makaeabha). 

Namarteal Strength of Partlee 
Total Beata. 60. 

Qoimreaa 10 : Hindu Independent 
Party v ; Muilim League 28 ; Hindu 
Ma^abha H : Europeans 3 ; No Party 7 
Oapital ana its Population Karachi— 

:i86. OTwl 

Budget for 1943-44— Revenue Reccipta 
Rfl. 4.96.41,000. 
Expenditure on Revenue Aceounia 
Ra. 5.09.37,000. 

Government of Orieaa 

{Area-^ 82 fi 00 . Sq, milce \ Papulafion — 

Governor 


H. E. Sir Wiil*ain Hawthorne Lnwir» 
k.c.& 1 m X.C.I.B.. I.C.S.. J.i*., (April 1, 1941). 
Council of Mlnletera 


Coalition, formed Nov. 24. 1941. /Vr- 
ionnel 

(1) Hon’ble Captain Maharuja Sri 
Bri Krishna Ghandra Gajapati Naraynn 
Deo of Parlakimedi (Prime Minister)- 
Home Affaire (excluding Puhlirify) Local 
Self^Oovemment and Puhlie Works, 

(2) Hon'ble Pandit Godavaria Minra— 
A'aonce. Home Affaire (VuUicityY Deve^ 
Umment and Education. 

(3) Hon 'bio Maulttvi Abdua Solih^ii 
Khan-^X'au; and Commerce^ Rei enttv and 
Health. 

Speaker, Legislative llon’lde 

Bri Mukunda Praaad Das. 


NuaMileal Strength of Partlee 
Toul Peata— CO 

Congress 31 ; Nationalist Coalition 
26, Independent 2. 

Capital and its popiilaiioii. Cuttack 
74,297. No Summer Oamtal. 

K^ptsand Expenditure on Revenue 
Account for the current year. Receipts 
Ra. 212.21 lakhe; Expenditure— Ke. 
2,16.07 lakhs. 


(1) Maulavl Saiyid Sir Muhemmad 
Baadullab, m.a., B.L., (Huelim League) 
Prime Mimeter. 

(2) Naba Kumar Datta (Ascam 

United Party ). 

(3) Mauivi Munawwar Ali, b.a. L.L.B. 
{Muelim League). 

(4) Hireudra 'Chandra Chakrabarti. 
u. A., (Aeeam United Party). 

(5) Khan ^bib Maulavi Miidabbir 
UiiBHaiii Chaiidhuri.B.L., (Muelim League), 

(6) Dr. Mnhendra Nath Saikia, L.tf.p., 
(Assam United Party), 

(7) Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur 
Rabaroan, M.A., B.L., (Muelim League). 

(8) Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudnuri, 
B.L., (Muslim League). 

(9) Miss Mavis Dunn, b.A., b. t., 
B.L., (Aesam United Party). 

<10) Kupnath Brahms, b.l.. (Assam 
United Party). Appointed Minister on 
August 28. 1942). 

No Parliamentary Secretaries. 


Numerical Strength of Partlee 


liCgialativc Assembly 
Oongreea — 

Assam United Party- 
Aasam * Nation iilist 
Coalition Party— 
Indeiiendeiit— 

Br^eakcr — 

‘.—Total seats— 106 
30 

-58 ( including 9 

Europeans ) 
14 

5 

1 


108 


Letjis ('*tmneil :—Muslim 7— including 
(he President, Mrs. Rahman, the rest 
belonging to the Assem United Party 
and hTro to the League Parly ; Europeans 
2 PhiiuH Tiibid 1 ; Scheduled Hiudu 1 ; 
Ahom Community 1 ; Caste Hindu 1 
(ibc latter 4 inenihars belong to the 
Asstim Purly ) ; Independents 9 (Mar* 
wanes 3 end Caste Hindu 6 ). 

Capital and its y’opa/afton— ShillODg— 
38, 192. No Summer Capital. 

Receipts ami Expenditure for current 
year :~-Keeeipte Ra. 3, 64, 20,000 ; Expen- 
diture Rs. 3,^,29,000. 

Government of Madras 

(Area 2J}4,368 Sq. Miles* Populatum^ 

498,40^04). 

Governor (3apt. the Hon. Sir Arthur 
Os weld James Hope^ a.c.i.&, m.o. ; 
Aseumed cbgrgs Blarch 12, 1940. 


Government of Assam 

iArea-^^84 Sq, miles, Population-- 

). 

Qvvenier— Sir Andrew Gourlsy Clow, 
S.o.aiM I.C.8., (May 4, 1912 ) ; 
Connell otMInletere 

OosIltloD formed August 25, 1942 ; 


Adviaory Council 

Advisory Council formed October 30. 
1939 ; Preeeut Peraonuel : 

(1) Sir George Bong. k.c.ls. as.i., 

I.C.8. 

(2) Sir Hugh Hood. K.C.I.B., c.8X, i.c.8. 

(3) T. G. Butberfbed, c.aL, 

1,GA 

(4) B. V. Ramemurty, O.LB., UQA 
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HniMletl Strmgtli ot PftrtlM 

Legit, Auembig\ Total Seats 215 
(▼scant 90.) Congress 142 : Justioe 14 ; 
Anglo-Indian 2 ; Muslim League 12 ; 
foropean 4 ; Independents 8 ; National 
Democrats 3 ; Total 185. 

Legie, Council Total seats 55 (vacant 
13) Oongrees 23 ; Justice 4 ; Muslim League 
2 ; National Democrats 2 ; Independents 
8. Those who have not intimated their 
affiliation 3 ; Total 42. 
pital and its Population— Madras : 
7.77,481. 

Sommer Oapitnl and its Population 
Ootaeamund : 2d2,850. 

Receipts : Ks. 2L32.63/XX). 

Expenditure : Rs. 21,22,58,000. 

Gowernmeat of Bombay 

{Area 73,44d eq, miles ; Population^ 
f0A49,84O, 

COoTemor— Sir John CoWille O.C.1.B , T n. 
(24 March 1943.) 

AdTisory Connell 

Council formed Nov. 4, 1939 ; Preaent 
Personnel: 

H. F. Knight, Esq., C. 8. i., c. i s. 
L c. 8. Portfolio : Finance. 

0. H. Bristow, Esq., c. i. B., i. c. 8. 
Portfolio : Home. 

Q. F. 6. Collins, Esq., c. 8. i., c. i. e. 

I. c. 8. Portfolio : Revenue. 

I. H, Taunto, Esq., C.l. e., i. c. 8. 
Portfolio : Education. 

Namerleal Strength ot Parties. 

(a) In A ssemh/y— (Total beats— 175) 
Congress 86 ; Muslim League 25 ; Inde- 
pendents 13 ; Independent Labours 14 ; 
Progressive 12 ; Peasant and Peoples 7 ; I 
Peasants and Workrs 7 ; Democratic 
Swaraj 4 ; Vaant Seats 70 ; Total 175. 

(b) In Cotini;t7— (Total Seats 30) 
Congms 10; Mulim League 3; Indc- 
pen&nis 9 ; Progreasive 1 ; Democratic 
Swaraj 3 ; Liberal 1 ; Vacant Seats 3 ; 
Total 30. 

Capital and its pmm/af ion— Bombay 
City-1,489383 

Summer Capital and its population — 
POona-338.448 

Beoeipto— Rs. 1,769, 20 lakhs. 
Kxpsoditiire— 1,768,74 lakhs. 

Gowt. of the United Prowincea 

{Area — 1,12,191 sq, miles ; Population 
— 5,Bt,46, 450). 

Qamnsr— H. E. Sir Maurice Garnier 
Hsllstt, K.O.I.B., C.I.B.. (Dc- 

canto 6. 1939). 

Advisory Coancil-^lormed on Novem- i 
to 4. 1930. Personnel 

(1) Dr. Paniia Lai, u.Au m. 80 ., lle. 
(Oaiitah), D. litt. (Agra), Bar-at-Law, | 


CA.1., CJ.B.. I oAh— E ducation, lodnstrto 
Looal-Self-Governmait and Public Hsallh. 

(2> Sir Tennant Sloan, ii.A. (Glaa.) 
K.ar.BH 0.61., i.CA.— Homs affairs, 
Finance, Justice andJsils. 

(3) Mr. A. G. Shirref, B.A., j.P.t 1 . 0 . 8 .— 
Revenucb-Rttrsl Development. Agrloultnie^ 
Forests, Qommunioations and Irngation, 

Nnmsrteal Strength at Parllaa 

(a) In Assembly— (T otal leato— 228). 
Government supporters: Congress 147, 

Opposition : Muslim League 36, Indepen- 
dent 24, Uiisitsched (merally vole with 
Opp(wition) 21— Total 228. 

(b) In CODNOiL— (Total seats— 60) 
Government supporters: Congress 14 ; 
Opposition : Nsuonalist 13, iDdependent 
8, Unattached (including 11 who have 
not intimated Party affiliations) 24: Total 
—59 (excluding President). 

Oapital and its population— 

Allshabsd; 2.60,m 
Summer Capital and its population 
Naini Tal-21.S13. 

Receipts and expenditure on Revenue 
Accoiiiita for the current year:— 
/^ecetple— Rs. 203%57,9(X) 
Expenditure— B m, ^18,28,700 

Government of Bibur 

{Area— 09,848 8q, Miles ; Population^ 
36.340,000. 

Governor— E, E. Sir Thomas 
Alexander Stewart, K.o,8.i., k.oi.r., i.ca. 
(August 6, 19B9). 

Advisory Conodl 
Oonncil formed Nov. 4, 1939. 

Personnel 

1. E. B. J. R. Ooueios O.I.B., i.OA. 

2. R. E. Rueeell, CA.1., C.I.B. i.oA. 

NnworfesI Strength ot Parties 
In Assembly— (s) Total number of 
members 147 (excluding 5 testa vacant 
due to death of members.) 

(b) Number of Muslim member (tests) 
38 (excluding 2 seats vsesnt doe to death. 

(c) Numto of members bebnging 
to (longreas party 96 (excluding 2 seats 
vsesnt due to deuth of members. 

(d) Number of Mnellm Lesgna part? 
in the Aioembly. There Is no sura 
recognised )>sny. But there are five 
members who owe alleglsnoe to Muslim 
League. 

In Council— {§) Total number of 
members 29 

(b) Number of eeato letaiiied hj the 
Muslim members 8. 

(c) Number of members belouglng to 
the Congress Party 16. 

(d) Members helongiiig to the Muslim 
League Par^ 2. Thera is no saeh nsqg- 
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nlMd iMirtv in the Go6nell but two mm- 
bars haT€ tnforined tbat they owe nllegi- 
•nee to the Mttiliin Ijengne. 

Capital and iU popn/affoir— Pntitn— 
196, 41S: 

Summer Capital and Ub populaiim 
— Rui^i— €2,56 e2. 

Bmipta ftttd ExpendiUire on Ri:yenae 
Account for the current year : 

Receipts— 697 lakbs. 

Expenditure- 636 lakhs. 

Government of C. P. & Bernr 

f Area— 9^.574 8q, Milee ; Population 

-1.08,97,096.) 

Osyarnsr— H. E. Sir Henry Twynsm 
R.O.I.B., O.LB.. I.O.8. (October 2, 1946). 

Advisory Council 

Council formed Nov. 11. 1939. 

Personnel— (i) Sir Geoffrey Pownall 
Burton, k,g.i.b., i.g.8. 

(li) Henry Oballon Greenfield, O.8.I., 
Cl.R., 1.0.8. 

Nttmsrisal Strengh of Parties 


Total HestH— 112. 

CoiiKress Pat^ 09 

Independent Party 16 

Mnslim League Party 9 

UniM Party 5 

Independent (Unattacbed) 9 

"l08 

Beats vacant 4 


112 

Capital and its population— Nagpur, 

8.0im 

Bummer cspital and its populaiion — 
Panohmarbi, 6,696. 

Receipts and expenditure on Rerenne 
Account for the year 1942-1948 : 
Receipts— Rs. 6,68,78,064. 

Expenditure— Ks. 5,65,97,096. 

Govt of N W. F. Provinco 

{Area — 99,876 Sq, MUbb ; Population-^ 
5,415.966.) 

Hevsnar-H. £• Sir George Cunning- 
bam, X.a8.i., r.cj.b., o.b.b., r1o.8. (March 
2. 1937.) 

Adviaary Govaetl— J. G. Acbeson, C.X.B., 
LOS*, Adviser to H. B. the Governor. 


Nnmarleal strengtt of Partlea 

Total seata— 50, Oongresa— 23, Nationa- 
list— 3, Muslim Lesgus- 18, Literals 
(Demoeiatio)— 2, Independentfr— 3, No 
party 1. Died Convicted and reeigned- 5. 

Population of the Capital- Peshawar 
City 130967. Peshawar Cantonment— 
48458. 

Eatimated revenue rcoeiptf— Ra. 
^6MbO^ Eatimed revenue expenditure— 


(For Formation of Uimtirp^ See pA 64 ) 

Federal Court of India. 

•Chief Juatlce of India— The Hoo. 
Sir Patrick spent, O.B.B. ( Apptd. in 19^). 
Judges. 

llie Hon. Mr. Justice Srinivasa 
Varadachnriar, Kt.. (App. in 1980). 

Ilie Hon. Mr. Justioe Muhammad 
Zafrnlla Khan, x. c. a. i. (Appointed in 
1941), ^ 

Bengal Judicial Department 
‘ High Court— Caleutla. 

Chief Justice— The Hon. Sir Harold 
Derbyshire, u. G., x. c.. Barrister at-Law. 
(12-11-1934). 

Piiisna Judges— llie Hon’ble Mr. 
Justice 'I'orick Ameer Ali, Kt., Bsrrister- 
at-Uw J^1M931). 

The Hon. Mr. Justice George Doug- 
las McNair, Kt, Barriater-at-Law, (16- 
11-1933). 

The Hon. Mr. Juntiee Byed Naaim 
All. M. A.. B. L. (18-11 1938) 

The Hon. Mr. Justice Alan Gerald 
Raesell Henderson, B. a. (Oxod), i. g. b., 
(12-11-1934). 

The Hon. Mr. JuBtice Rupendra 
Coomar Milter, M. sa, m. l., (12-11-1934) 
The Hon. Mr. Juetice Nural Axsem 
Khundkar, b. a., ll, b., Barrister-at-Law. 
{8-11-1987). 

The Hon. Mr. Justice Benegal Nara- 
Ing Rau, Kt, G. i. a, i, a s., (16- 1-1939) 
The Hon. Mr. Justice Noeman 

George Armstrong Edgley, m. a. (Oxon) 

I. c. 8., BarriHter-at'Law. j. p. (6-11-1937) 
The Uoii. Mr. Justice Bijan Kumar 

Mukherjea, M. A., d. l , (9-11-1936) 

The Hoii. Mr. Juatice Gharu Chandra 
Biawaa, c. I. B., M. A.. B. L., (1-3-1937) 
The Hon. Mr. Justice Ronald 

Francii Lodge, B. A., (Cantab) i. c. 8., 

J. p., (7.11-T9S3) 

The Hon. .Mr. Justice Frederick 

William Gentle. Barrietcr-st-Lsw, (10- 
11-1941) 

'Ilie Hon. Mr. Jnstice Amarendra 

Nath Ben, Barrinter-at-Law, (7-11-1936) 
The Hon. Mr. Justice 'i homaa James 
Young Roxburgh, c. i. a, b. Ah 
(C antab) 1. c. 8., Barriater-at-Law, j. p. 
(15-11-1989). 

The Hon. Mr. Justiee Abu Saleh 

Mobamed Akram. b. l. (^9-1943). 

The Hon. Mr. Justice Budhi Ran Jan 
Daa, a a. (Calcutta) xx. b. (London) 
BarHator-at-Law, (AddL) (1-12-1942). 

The Hon. Mr. Jnstico Abraham 
Lewis Blank, m. a. (Oxon) l c. 8^ 
Barrister-at-Lsv, j. p. (A^O (2-2-1942). 

The Hon. Mr. Jnstiei RadhaMnod 
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( 1 - 12 - 1942-40 

Bombay Jiidieid Department 

Hlfta Cowt— Bombay. 

ChieJ ytMftos— Leonard titone, llie 
Hon’ble &^ir, Kt., o. B. b. (1-10-4 i). 

PuisM /Mdgea.—Hnnial Jekiaondaa 
Kania. The klon*ble Sir. ll. b.. Advocate 
(0 S.). Kt. (10-6-1933). 

Navroji Jithancir Wadia^ The Mon'ble 
Sir» B. A. (Bom £ Cantab) Bar-at-iAW, 

1 . c. 8.. Kt. (6-12-1933). 

liarsidhbhat Vaiubhai IMvatia, 'Xlie 
Hon’ble Mr. Juetice, M. A., ll. b.. 
(19-6-1933). 

Albert Sortain Romer Macklin. * 
llie Hoa*ble Mr. Juetife. B. a. (Uxun).. i 
1.0.8. (18-6-1935). 

Kabiiie Chandra Sen. The Hoii*ble | 
Mr. Justice, b. a. (Oat. A Cantab.), ! 
1 . c. 8. (4-8-1941). { 

Mahommedali Curriin Cha^la, The . 
Hoirble Mr. Justice, n. A. (Oxon.), Bar- ! 


The Hon. Mr. Ju8tioe L. G. Horwill. 
(£). i.c.e. Bar^d-law. 

The Hon. Mr. Jnetioe A. 0. Happell. 

(£) l.C.8. 

i'he Hon. Mr. Jnstiee J. A. Bell. (B). 
Bar-ai-law. 

The Hon. Mr. Justice 0. Knnhi 
^man, Diwan Bahadur. (N). b.Am B.l. 
Bar-at-law. 


i'he Hon. Mr. Jaoiice J. A. 
(G). I.C.8. Bar-aulaw. 


Byera. 


Behar & OrUta Judicial Dept. 

High Court— Patna 

CAie/ /asttce-rThe Hon. Sir Saiyid 
Faal All, Barrister-at-law. 19-1-1943. 

Pui$ue Jnr/pea— 'i'he Hon. Sir Clifford 
Monmohao Agarwala, Barrister -at-Law 
11-7-193.3. 

Ihe Hon. Mr. Justice Sukhde? 
leased Varma. Barrister-at-Law. 23-1 


at-i.BW, (1-81941). 

Narayan Swarairao liukur, 3he 
Hon hie Mr. Justice, B. A. ll b. 
(24-8-1942). 

Eric Weeton, The Hon'hlc Mr. Justice, 
B. A. (Cantab.), i o. ». (14-1-1943). 

N. Ll. G. Coyajee. The Hon'ble Mr. 
Justice, B. A, a. so. (Ecoii), London, 
Bar-at-Law. (1 3-1943). 

,Tohn Basil Blagd^n, 3he Hon’ble Mr. 
Justice, (Cantab.), Bar-at-ljaw. (14-1 M9t2) 
Qanpat Sakharain Rsiadhyakalia, The 
Hoiihle Mr. .Tuatice, M. a. (Cantab.), 
Bar-at-lAw, i. o. s., .\ddl. Jud^e. 
(14-6-1943). 

Madras Judicial Departmeat 

High Court — Madras 


me lion. Air. Justice Fraui-is Ueorue 
I Rowland, i.c.s., 21-8-1936. 

Tlie Hon. Mr. Justice Manohar Lai 
M.A., (Cantab). Barriater-at-law. 3-6 1939. 

Tbs Hon. Mr. Juatice Subodb CK 
Chatterii, 28-9-1930. 

I 'rhe Hon. Mr. Juatice Herbert Ribton 
Meredith, i.o.g., 1-10-1940. 

The Hon. Mr, Justice James Oreig 
Shearer, Barrisier-at-Uw. 19-1.194H. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Bhnvaneah- 
; war Prashad Sinlia. 6-12-43. 

1 The Hon hie Mr. JiiMtiee David Kira 
! Reuben. i.oj*. Add! , 14 8-43. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Saiyed Jafar 
Imam, fiarriater-at-Law, Addl. 25-10-43 
The Hon’ble Mr, Justice R. B. Bewor, 
i.c.8. Addl. 8-11-43. 


CAtV/ Justice — The Uou. Sir Lionel 
Leach (E). Bar-ai-law. 10th. Feb. :i3. 

PtUstte Judges 

The Hon. Mr. Justice 'V. Moe.kett, 
M.B.B* (E). Bar-at-law. 

The Hon. Mr. Justice A. J. Kin^. 
(E). LC.8. 

Ihe Hon. Mr. Justice 8. Wadsworth. 
(E). I.c.8, Bar-at-law. 

The Hon. Mr. Justice K. P. Ijaksbmana 
Ran, Diwan Bahadur (B). Advocate. 

The Hon. Mr. Jiietioe N. Chandra- 
eekhara Iyer. 

The Hoo. Mr. Justice C. N. Kiippu- 
awami Ajyar. 

The Hon. Mr. Juatice M, Shaliabiiddtn 
The Hen. Mr. Justice K. 8. Krishna- ; 
awami Ayyawgar. (B). Advocate. 

The Hon. Mr, Juatice B. Somayya. 
(B). Advocate. 

The Hon.. Ur. Justice M. PaUmiali 
Butri. (B). Advocate. 


C P. & Berar Judicial Dept. 
High Court- Nagpur 

Chief Justice - Honourable Sir 
Frederick Grille, Kt., 1 . 0 . 8 , 

Puisne Judges’-!, *lh« Honourable 
Mr. JiistiM M. A. Niyogi, On lenve 
from 1-11-43. 

2 . The Honourable Mr. Justice R. £• 
Pollock, LC.8. 

-T- Honournblc Mr. Justice 

Vivinn Bose. 

4. Tim Honoorsble Mr. Justice W. 
R. Puranik. 

.5. 2 he Honourable Mr. Justice K. O. 
Digby, 1 . 0 . 8 . 

a The Honourable Mr. Justice 
Sen. 

» Mr- JnUice M. B. 
Muie-OffiointiDg vise ao. 1 from 1-11 
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Pmijab Judicial Degiartmaut 

Hlfli Coart— Lahore 

Chief JuBtiee 

The Hononrable Sir John Douf^taa 
Yoang. 7tb May, 1934* 

The Honourable Sir ** Arthur Trevor 
Harrier. 19tb January, 1943. 

Puisne Judges 

1. The Hononrable Mr. Jiiatice Tek 
Oband, Kt, 27th Januarv, 1027. 

2. The Honourable Mr, Jnetiee Ualip 
Binffh, Kt., 4th October. 1926. 

8. The Honourable Mr. Justice 
Monroe. 7th December, 1931. 

A The Honourable Mr. Juetioe Bhide, 
2od October, 1933. 

5. The Honourable Mr. Justice 
Abdul Hashed. 2nd October, 1933 

6. The Honourable Mr. Justice Diu 
Muhammsd. 2iid May 1936. 

7. The Honourable Mr. Justice 
Blacker. 23rd Novenilicr. 1937. 

8. The Honourable Mr. Jusiice Ham 
Lall. 9th February, im 

9. The Honourable Mr. Justice Sale. 
14th November. 1039. 

10. The Hononrable Mr. Justice 

Beckett. 23rd September, 1940. 

11. The Honourable Mr. Justice 
Mohammad Abdur Kabaman, Kt., 13t.h 
February. 1943. 

12. Tne Honourable Mr. Justice 
Muhammad Munir. 28th Septomber, 1942. 

13. 'llie Honourable Mr. Justice 

Mehr Oband Mahn]an. 27 th Sopt. 1943. 

14. The Honourable Mr. Justice 
Marten. Additional JudKO (except from 
16'7-1943 to 26-9-1943. 

16. The Honourable Mr. Justice 

Dhawan. (Acting from 29-1-1943 to 

15-7-1043) 

16. 3116 Hononrable Mr. Juetice Teja 
Singh. (Aeting 1-2-1943 to 15-7-1043. 
Additional from 17th Sept, 19^). 

United Provineet Judicial Dept, 

High Conn— Allahabad 

Chief Juaftce— Hon’ble Sir Iqbal 
Ahmad Kt, B.A., tun. 

Puisne Jadgsa— Hon. Sir U. J. Oollie- | 
ter. Kt, J.P., 1,08. 

Hon. Mr. Justice J. J. W. Allsop, 
Loa, I 

Boa, Mr. Justloe Mohammad Ismail, j 
Khao Bahadur, Bar-at-law, 

Hon. Mr. Juetice IL K.'Venna, 

UnB. I 

Ebn. Mr. Jnitice H.B.L. Braund, | 
Bar-el-law, (on deputation) ^ 

Hon. Hr. Juatioe T. K Mulla, Bel 
Bahadur, ll.b. 


Hod. Mr. Jnatiee A. H. doB. Hi ail- 

ton, J.P., I.C.B. 

Hon, Mr. Justice 6. K. Dar. B.An ll*b. 
I Hon. Mr. Justiee B. L. Yorke, J.P., 

! Hon. Mr. Justice G. P. Mathur, Bat 

Bahadur, B.A., ll.b. Additional Ihiiane 
Jndge. 

Hon. Mr. Justice P. P. M. O. Plowden, 
J.P., i.c.8. Acting Puisne Judge. 

Chief Court of Oudh — ^Lucknow 

Chief Jiidge^lELim. Sir George Thomas, 
Kt., Bhr-st-lisw. (23-7-1938)* 

Judges— Hod. Mr. Justice J. B. W. 
Bennet i.c i. (13-7-1940) 

Hon. Mr. Justice Ghulsm Hasan, 
ri6-9-1940). 

Hon. Mr. Justice Lskshmi Shsnker 
Misra, Bar-at-Law. (11-5-43). 

Hon. Mr. Justice W. Y. Msdeley, 
i.C.8. Addl. Judge. (11-5-1941). 

Chief Court of Sind 

Chief Judge — 'l‘he Hon. Sir Godfrey 
Davis, Bsrrister-at-Lsw. (15-4-1940). 

Judge— ‘The Hon. Mr. Justice Charles 
M. Low, LL.B. (15-4-1940). 

The Hon. Mr. Justice Hstim Bad- 
riiddin Tyabii, Bsrrister-at-Law, (15-4- 
1940). 

The Hon. Mr. Justice Dennis Neil 
O'Sullivsn, Barrister-at-Lsw. (14-1-1943). 

Indian Slates (with Salutes) 

f Aren’-^7 12, SOS 8g, miles ; PtmulaHon 
•^81,310,845), 

Aasam State 

hfanipur^Pl, H. Maharaja Sir Ohiira 
Chand Singh, K.C.8J., C.B.B. 5fabars|a 

Date of Birth— .15t.h April, 1885 
Date of BueceaBlon—lgth Beptemher. 1891 
Ares in Sq. miles— 8638 (A pproximstelvl 
Population of 8tate-4.45.e08 
Bevenue— Nearly Be. 9,59,620 
Salute in guns— 11. 

Balueblstan State 

^ofaf— His Highness Boglar Begi Mir 
Sir Mahmud Khan, o.c.i.b. Wali?— 
Ihite oC Birth-1884 
Date of eneceBaion— 1893 
Area of Stole in Square miles— 73B78 
Population of State— ^281 ^ 

Bevenue— Ba. 17,7a000 nearlj 
Salute in Gnna— 19. ^ 

Stela 


Barodo— His Highnesa FAmnH < 
Miiimj, s'/r 

ta^DKh GMkww, o.ai.& Stna eSh 
BJi^Shamaher Bahadur, Maharaja of— 
Itete ol Birtli— 29Ui Juoe^ JfiOB 
Date of onoMarioo— 7th. Peb. Ik39 
Area of State in aq. miles— 8^164 
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Popalstion of State— 28,560,10 
Berenne— Be. 245*23 lace 
Salute in 

Beiml Statea 

Cooch BeAar— H. H. Maharaja JaKad- 
dipendra Narayan Bhnp Bahadur, Maha- 
raja of— 

Dale of Birth— 15th December, 1915 
Date of eucceeeioD— 20th December, 
1022 

Area of State in aq. milee— 131,835 
Population of State— 0,39,898 
Revenue— About Re. 384 lakhs 
Salute in (cuna— 13. 

Trtpura— H. H. Maharaja Manikya 
Bir Bikrmm Kishore Deb Barman Baha- 
dur, K.C.8.I., Maharaja of— 

Date of Birth — 19th Aup;uat, 1908 
Date of succession — 13th Aui^uer, 1923 
Area of State in sq. miles— 4,116 
Population of State -382,450 
Revenue— Re. 33,42,104 (including 

the revenue of the zamindaries in Britisb 
India) 

Salute in guns— 13. 

Bihar d: Orissa States 
Kalahaadl— H. H. Maharaja Pratapkeshori 
Deo. Maharaja of— 

Date of Birth— 5th October ’19 

Date of succession— 19th September ’39 

Area in sq. miles— 3,745 

Population — 5,W,751 

Revenue — R«. 6.43,000 

Salute in guns— 9 

Mayurbhanl— Maharaja Sir Pratap Chandra 
Bhaiij Deo, K.O.I.E. Maharaja of — 

Date of birth— 18th February, ’01 
Date of Bucceasion- 23rd April, ’28 
Area in aq. milee— 4,243 
Population— 9,89.887 
Revenue— Rs. 34 lace 
Salute in gune— 9 

Pntnn- H.H. Maharaja Rajendra Narayan 
Singh Deo, Blaharaja of— 

Date of birth— Slat March ’12 
Date of auocenioD— 10th January ’24 
Area in aquaie milea— 2,511 
Population— 10,32,220 
Revenue— Ba. 11,02,251 
Salute in .guna— 9 

Beupnr H. H. Maharaja Siogh Deo, 
K.aLi. Maharaja of— 

Date of birth— 28tfa June 1874 
Date of aucceaa ion 8 th August *02 
Area in aqoare milea— 906 
PbimlatiOB— 2^751 
Bataue— Ra. 31,74,000 nearly 
Salute in ^ua— 9 

Bcmbaif Presw* States 
llateatuar- H. H. BhU Shri Jamiat, ^ 
Khanji MunaTvar nanji Nawab 
Sahib Bahadur, Nawab of— 

S 


Date of birth— 10th November 1894 
Date of Buooeeeion— Slit December *15 
Area in equare milee— 189 
Population— 52,525 
Revenue— Ba. 3,50,000 nearly 
Indian State Foroea- Cavalry- 60, 

Infantry— 177, Quna— 10 
Salute in guns— 9 

Sanada— H. H. Maharairal Shri Indra* 
ainhji Pratapsinbji. Raja of— 

Date of birth— 16th February 1888 
Date of BiiceeBBioii— 21st Sept, 'll 
Area in square miles— 215 
Population —40.125 
Revenue— Ra. 7,98,000 nearly 
Salute in guns— 9 

Baris— lit. Col. His Highness Maharaol 
Shree Sir Hanjitsinhji, K.C.8.I., Ruler 6f— 
Date of birth— 10th July 1^6 
Date of BucceBsion- 20tb Feb. ’08 
Area in sq. miles— 813 
Populatioii-1 89.206 

Indian State Forces — Cavalry (Irregular) 
Strength 17 ; 1 C’ompany Ran jit infantry, 
Strength 153 ; 1 Platoon Militia, 
Strength 50 
Salute in guns — 9 

Bhor— H. M. Meherban Srimant Raghu- 
natbrao Shankarrao. Pant Sachib of — 
Date of birth— 20 September 1878 
Date of succession— 17th July ’22 
Area in square miles— 925 
Population— liO, 420 
Revenue— Ks. 600,000 nearly 
Salute in guns — 9 

Cambay— H. H. Nawab Mirsa Hussain 
Yawar Klian Sabeb Bdr. Nawab of— 

; Date of biri>b— lOih May ’ll 
; Date of succession— 21st January ’15 
j Area in sq. miles— 392 
I Population — 87,761 
! Revenue — Rs.i 0,00,000 nearly 
; Indian State Forces— 119 Infantry ; 166 
i Police Forces ; 15 Body guards, 
j Salute in guna— 11 

Cbiiete Udepur (Mohan)— H. R» 
Maharawal Shri Natwarnnl^i Pateh- 
ainhji, Raja of— 

Date 01 birth— 16tb November W 
Date of aueeceeion— 29th Auguat *23 
Area in aq. milea— 89,034 
Populidlon— 1,C2,146 
Reveone-Ba. 

Salnte In guna— 9 

Raate— H. H. Mahamaa Bhri Bhavani- 
ainbji HamiraluUi, Maharaaa of— 
Date of terth-12th tetembm 1899 
Date of MocaaBlon-BCWk November *25 
Am la eq. milee— 847 
Populatioii— 19,541 
Rovcuuo— Re. 1*75,000 nearly 
Balute In guai— 9 
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DlMniBpvr— H. H. Mnharana Shri 

Viioyadevji Mohantlevji, Kaja of— 

Date d birth — 3rd liefemt^er 
Date of aacceusioii — 2Gih March '21 
Area in eq. tnilea— 7Ut 
Population —1 , 12.03 1 
Revenue— lia. ti,'iU,CKX) 

Salute in Kuna— y 

Idar— n. H. Midiaruiudhiniia Shri 
Himmat Siimhji Saliib lUiiiuiiir 
Date of birth— 2» d S 'p'l inbcr is'.h) 
l>ate of aiicccBBioii— 14Ui AjTil ',jl 
Area in aq. iniloh — l.iJOii 
Population— 307. <y.S 
Revenue— Ha. nearly 

Salute in uniiB— 15 

JanJlra— IT H. Nnw>ib Snii MuhADimiid 
fChaii t* di Almiad Ki;in, Nir.\rtb of — 
Date of biith““7‘li M.an**' ’ll 
Dote of BUoceHBion “2ml Mvy 'JJ 
Area in sq. mibH—dTl) 

Population -1.10 3SS 
Revenue — Ua. 11 Ul.'JU'.i 
Subitc ill — 11 

Jawhar 'Shrini’iiit Yc^liwmitr.u Muii t. ], 

Uojo of— 

Date of birth — llth Doi*enih«ir M7 
Date of Biuveamon— Util Dtccnibor *J7 
Area in aq. inile«— 3i '8 
Populutiou— 05,201 
Revenue— Rs, 'i.JO.CjO'.) 

Salute in puiiH 0 

Khalrpur— TT. K. 'lir Fui/ Mulionutl 
Khali Talpur, Mir of— 

Date of birth— 4th Jnnmiry *13 
ihite of BUoceBBioM Ih^-vinlHr ’35 
Area in Hq. tnilcM O.Uil) 

Populatinn - - 227, 108 
Revenue — B» 2rrSl (lacn) 

Indian State ForccB — Kliairjnir ’’Fai/** 
Li);ht Infantry, 215 ; K hair pur t’umel 
TranB[wrt Oorp«, 72 
Salute ill biiiih— 15 

Kolhapur— Col. H. H. Shri Sir Kuiuraro 
Chhalrapiiti Mabaraj, O.C.I.K., 

Maharaja of— 

Date of birth— 30 ,Tuly 1S‘.17 
Date of aucceBBion— Oth May *22 
Area in eq. inilea— 3,217*1 
Population— 3,57,157 ^ 

Revenue— R«. 120,86,527 < 

Salute in fi;nn«~13 * 

Luna wada— Lieut H. H. Maharaiia Shri 


I Date of birth— 15 October *29 
I Date of Buccesaion— 9ih November '37 
Area in 8q. milea— 369 
1 Pripulai ion— 62,832 
Revenue— Rb. 4.85,000 nearlv 
Indian State F'urce— Mudhol Sajjan Binb 
Infantry— 115 • 

Salute ill 

: Rajpfpla— Captain II. 11. Maharana Shri 
j Sir Vii tya Sinliji ChhAirasiiihji, k.g.8.1. 

I Date of hill h— 10 .fan nary 1890 
i Duu* of BtiCi’CBHitHi— 200i September *15 
j Aroji in Bq. 1, .17‘i'Kj 

Popnlfttimi— 2, 18.n(i8 
Ui’voniir — 2t,3‘J,fV!0 
.Indian State Forcea - Ilnjpipla Infantry 
152 ; Uajpiplii IVulyBUiird 25 
Salute in — 1.‘{ 

Sachbi— iris ; Nawab Sidi 

.Miiliuuim i.l H ii b r Mnliiiinniad Yakut 
IChaii. 5! ib^riziid !)iinla, Nusrat Jun^ 
Hiimdur, Na^ab of — 

Df»t.^ of birih—lltlj Sertember *09 
D.*!'*! .»}' sii* t « III -I'U.!* Xovoniber *30 
Ar.'i ill sq. mil m ’•T'i-^O 
llcv. am- “its. 1,00, .0/. 

Iiidimi Foicfs Sichin Infantry 80 

Salute in 

SaiigU— Cuntuiii II. H. ILijik Sbrimaut 
Sir Ohintuin tiiiiU) Dhuudirao aliaB 
.Apimn ilieb IhitBMirdhan, K.i.M k., Raja of “ 
Date of birth— 14 ill F»*b. IHOtl 
, Diito of Suit* B' ion— ITith June 1003 
I .Area in sq. inilcB— 1,150 
I Population— 2,03,41)8 
Kovciiue — K h. 10, 8*), 2 14 

SallPr* ill JIMlIH 0 

Sant— M ihar.iiia S.bri JorawarBiuhji 

PartapHinliji, Uuja of— 

Date of binh— 24ih March 1881 
Dale of Hiu'cessioM— 31»t Au^uat 1896 
Area in i»q. niil» B -39l 
Popiil Hliou— 83,r»: » 1 
Heveiiuc— Rb. 485,fi-*() 

Salute ill gunB— 0 

Savunlvadl— (Mini»r) 11. H. Raja Bahadur 
Shrimaut Miiviam Savant BJionale 
Date of birih“-13th Au;ruHt *27 
Date of en/ce«Bioii -rub July *J7 
Area in sq. milcB— tllu 
Population— 2.53,1 70 
'Revenue— Rb. 0,13,478 
Salute ill guns- 9 


Virbhadraainliji, Hajap Sahel) of— 
Date of birth— Bth June *10 
Date of attoceaaioii— 2nd October *:t0 
Area in aq. iuiica-388 
PopulaiiOii —95,162 
Revenue— Almut Ra. 5,50,000 
Dynaatie Salute— 9 guns 
lloihol'-H- H. Srimant Rala Bhairavaioh 
(minor), Raja of— 


Central India States 


AJalfarb— H. li. Maharaja Savrai Bhunal 
^ugb Bahadur, Maharaja of— ^ 
Date of BucceHMon— 7th June *19 
Date of biitL— l.'Uh Novembep 1866 
Area in aq. miles— 802 


Population— 84, TdC) 
Revenue— Ra, ^00,000 nearly 
Salute io guna- 11 
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Alinijpir— >H. H. Maharaja Pratap Sitiirh, 
K.C.LX., Maharaja of - 
Date ol biTth--12ih Sept. 1S81 
Dateof Buccce8ioi)>~14ih Fubrnarv 1891 
Area in aq. mileH-8^1G 
Population— 112 , 7.14 
Revenue of the Stafe-Ra. i),a,VX)0 
Salute in giiiia— 11 

Baonl— H. U. Aanm-ul-Umara Ifiikltar. 
ud-Daulah lmad-nl-Mn1k Bahih i-.lnh 
Mihizi Sardiir Nnwab iMoliani niacl 
Mushtaq-ul-Hafian Klian HanUr .Inn;:, 
Date of birth— 7ih Fthrnnrj* ISiHi 
Date of BiicceaBion— 2Stli 0« ioi»ci ’ll 
Area in aq. miles— 121 
Population— 2.0, 2.')G 
Revenue— U b. 2,2.'), UW 
Salute in guns— 11 

Baraundha ( Pathar Kiiohnr ) — 

ParBhacl Singli, Hajii of— 

Date of birth — Ib'Gf) 

Date of BueeeBRion— 9t!i Jtily M9 
Area in sq. miiea— 21b 
Population— 15,912 
Revenue — K h. 4.\0ij 0 nontly 
Salute in guna— 0 

BarwanI — Hia Higbnif>H K.idd D(nihin;;bji 

Date of birth- 19ih July ’22 

Date of SnoeeBBion- 21at April MU 

Area in eq. miles — 1,178 

Population- 1 ,70, (>32 

Revenue— R b. 11, 01, 510 

Salute in guiiB— 11 

BbojMl— Ll.'Col. 11. II. Ifiikiiftr*nl'Mii]k 
Sikandar Baiilat Navridi jirtji Muham- 
mad Hamidiilia Kluoi IbdiRiiur. 
O.C.I.E., O.C H.! , C.V.O., NrtWab <»f 
Date of birth— 9rh Hi*i ii initpr 189 i 
Date of BuceeBBioi) — ITili May Vt» 

Area in Bq. miles— 7,<X)U 
Population — 7* K i,000 
Revwoe— R b. G2,lr‘,000 nearly 
Indian State Forccp*- llhopal (Victoria, 
Lancers — 141 ; llliopal Suitaiiia 

Infantry— 7'^2 ; H1 i(»pbI Dohar-i-Taj 

0«*n Company— 164 
Salute in guna— 19 

Bl]awir — M. H. Maharaja Covind Singh i 
Minor, Maharaja of— i 

Date of birth— 17th June '34 { 

Date of BucreBBion— 11th Nov. *41 | 

Area in aq, miles— 973 1 

Population— 1^^, 928 
Bevenne— R b. 3552278 
Salute in guna— II 

Cherltel-H. H. Mahanjadhtrajs I 

Sipahdar-ul-Mulk Armardan Sr^gh Ju 
Deo Bahadur. Maliaraja of— ( 

Date of hirth— 29th December *03 ! 

Dale of BueeeBaion— 6th Oc tol>er *20 
Ana In aq. milee— 880 
Population— 128^ 


I Revenue— Ra 8,26,000 nearly 
Salute in gune— 11 

Chbatarpur— H. M. Maharaja Bliawani 
Singh Bahadur. Maharaja of— 
j Dat(* of birth— 16ih Aitgtiai, *01 
! Date of BueeeMHiaii— 5th April, *32 
1 Area in aq. milee— 1,130 
! Population^— 1,61.267 
I ttniHB Revenue Nearly— Rb. 12,(XMXX) 
.^Initinn State Forrcf* — 412 
. S.aluto ill guns — 11 

! Datia- Majitr If. H. Midiaruja Ijokcndra 
Sir tb)vjiid Singh Hahiidiir, K.r.H.t., 
Djitf of birth — 2181 June 1S8G 
Dait'of BucccBBiou— .5rh Aiigubt *07 
; Area in sq. miles— 9J1 
J*OfMili;(ion— 1 ISO >9 
!?• v:*»iue— K b. iiearlv ,, 

liulinti StBte IvuceH Drtiia *l8t Govind— 

I II fan fry -2(X1 

Djitia Govind Infaulry (K Company)— 117 
Snlutc in gunr— 15 

Dowmb (Senior)— His IlighnoBB Maharaja 
Sir VIkraiiiHinha Rao Puar, K.r.a.f., 
li. A., Mldllkliljii of— 

Jtj.t'.; of birtli— l;h April *Jll 

Ibktc of BiuHTSHioi) — 2lHt liTfinbcr *37 

Area ill sq. inilcH-Wil.'iU 

Pupulaiioo- 89,179 

llcveiiue— llH. 7,U),(KV) 

, Salute ill guiib— 15 

Dowas (Junior Krandi) II. H. Maharaja 
Sadnaliivrao Khasc Salieb J’awar, 
Mahtinija of - 

Dntc of birth— Mth AiiguBl 18;? 

of HiicceBBion — Mb February '31 
Area in eq. miieH— :J9 
ro(»iiln'ioii — 70. ‘d.*! 
lifvemiv — Kb. 6,83,iXX) 

Saluto in guns— 15 

; Dhar— IJeiit. H. H. Mabnraja Aimiid Rao 
Piiar v*^ah<'l) Bahadur, itiabaraja of — 
l»aie of birth— 2 1 th Novcmlwr, *20 
I Date of BiiceesBion— Jst Aiignst *26 
; Date of InveHliiurc ICib March, *40 
I Area in aq. milia— 1,799.34 
I’opulai iou— 2,53.210 
Revenue Ra. .3,tXXi,UJ0 
Indian State ForreB— Dhar Light Horse 
W; Dhar Infantry (Uxmi Gtiard)2Gi 
Salute ill gune— 15 
ludore H. H. Maharajudlitraja Raj 
Rajeahwar Sawai Shri YeHhwant Rao 
Holkar Bahadur, o.c.i.E., Maharaja of. 
Date of birtli— Gth September '08 
Date of miecesaion— 26tii February *26 
Area in sq. milef— 9,902 
Populat ion --over 1.5.00.<X)0 
Jieveniic— Rb. 1.21,81.1(X1 
Indian State Forrea— Indore Holkat 
Rscort — 141, Indore let Battalion 
H^kar’ii Infwitry (ktmpMiiM 
iA B '“***380 
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lodora £b»lkar Tniniport Oorpt— 280. 
Sftlnte in guns—19 

JMim-U Col. H. H. Pftkhrud-Dnulnb 
Nftwnb Sir Mohammad Iftikhar Alt 
Khan Bahadur, Baulat-i-Jang, 
K.c.i.B.,Nairab of— 

Date of birth— 17th January 1883 
Dnte of eucoeaaion— 6th March 1895 
Area in eq. milM— 601 
Population— 1,16,738'' 

Berenue— Be. 16,00,000 
Salute in guiie— 13 

Jhabna— H. H. Baja Udoi Sing. Raja of— 

Date of biith — 6th May 1875 

Date of euooeaeion— 26th April 1895 

Area in sq. milen— 1,336 

Population— 123,932 

Revenue -Re. 3,50,000 nearly 

Salute in guiie— 11 

Kbllehlpur— Raja Rao Bahadur Sir 

Durianealsingh K.C.I.B., Raja of— 

Date 01 birth— ^th Auguet 

Date of sooceesion— 19ih January '08 

Area in eq, m ilea— 273 

Population— 45,625 

Revenue— Re, 2,42,000 

Salute in gune— 9 

Maihar— H. H. Raja Sir Brijnath Singhjt 
Deo Bahadur, k.c.i.b. Raja of— 

Date of birth— 22nd February 1896 
Date of aucceaaion— lOth Dec. ’ll 
Area in eq. miles— 407 
Population— 68,991 
Revenue— Ra. 5,00,000 (nearly) 

Salute in gune— 9 

Nagod— (Unohehra)— H. H. Raja Mahendml 
Singh jee Deo Bahadur, Raja of - 
Date-ol birth— 5tli February ’16 
Date of ancceeaion— 26tli Feb. ‘26 
Area in eq. miles— 501*4 
Pomilation— 87,911 
Revenue— Rs. 3,00,000 (nearly) 

Salvte in guiia— 9^ 

Karatnghgart— H. H. Raja Sir Vikram 
Singhp^Bahib Bdr. K.C.I.E. Raja of— 
Date m birth— 21 Sept. T)9 
Date of aneceaaion-SSrd April *24 
Area ia sq. iDilea-784 
Population— 1,24,281 
Revenue— R8. 7,09,291 (nearly). 

Salute In gune— 11 ^ 

Ortbha— B. H. Baramad-i-Rajaha-Bundel- 
kband Sbri Sawal Sir Vfar Singh Dev 
Bahadur, K.c B.i. Maharak of— 

Date of birth— 14th April im 
1)ate of iueeeaeion— 4tn Maidi *30 
Area in iq. milea— 2,(j60 
pDpnIation— ^14,661 
Bemnn— R«* 13,00,000 (nearly) 

Balnie in gnne— 15 

fam-B. H. Maharak Mahendra 6ii 
Yadvendra Singh Bahadur, x.GiSJ., 

Mibgrakof-* 


Date of birth— 3lBt Jannary* 1894 
Date of iocceesion— 20th Jane D2 
Area in aq miles— 2,596 
Population— 2,12,130 
Revenue— Ra. 9,50,000 uearly 
Salute in guns- 11 

Rajgarh— H H. Baja Ranat Bikramaditya 
Singh Bahadur (minor), Raja of-« 
Date of birth— 18th December '36 
Date of Buceeaston— Do Do 
Area in eq. miles- 962 
Population— 1,48,609 
Revenue— Rs. 8,63,200 
Salute in guns— 11 

Ratlam— Major-General H. H. Maharaja 
Sir Sajjan Singh, O.C.I.B., K.0.S.L, 

■K.c.v.o. 

Date of birth— 13th Janua^ 1880 
Date of Bucceseion — 29th Jan. 1893 
Area in sq. miles— 693 
Population — 1,26,117 
Revenue— Rs. 10 laca 
Indian .<^tate Forces— Shree Lokendra 
Rifles— A utborieed Strength— 161 
Salute in guns— 13 permanent, local 15 

Rewa— H. U. Maharaja Dhiraj Sir Gulab 
Singh Bahadur, O.O.I.B., K.O.0I., 

Maharaja of— 

Date of birth— 12th March ’OS 
Date of BuccesBion— 31st October ’18 
Area in sq. miles— 13,000 
Population —18,20,306 
Salute in guns— 17 
Revenue— Rs. 60,00.(XX) 

Sailana— H. U. Raja Sahib Sir Dilcep 
Singbji Bahadur. K.C.I.&, Raja of— 
Date of birth— 18th March 1891 
Date of BuccessioD— 14th July *19 
Area iu sq. miles- 297 
Population— 40,228 
Reveuue— Rs. 3,00,000 
Indian State Forces— 1. Oavnlry 30: 
2. Infantry 44 ; 8. Police 130 
Salute in guns— 11 

Samthar— H. H. Maharaja Sir Bir Singh 
Deo Bahadur. K.O.I.B., Raja of— 

Date of birth-26th Aimuat 18M 
Data of Buceeision— 17tb June 1896 
Area in sq. miles— 180 
Population- 33,216 
B^enue— Ra. 8.50,000 nearly 
Salute In gone— 11 

Sttaman— H. H. Raja Rnm Singh. 
K.C1.B.. Rakof'4*‘ 


-mir StaiB 

ew^ 

... ...id'HiUMv “ * 


Date of birth— 2nd January 1880 
Area in aq. miks— 201 
Population— 2R549 
Rovonuo— Rg. 2|56j076 
Salute in ‘*1 
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Waift Shikoh, MotnAan-i-Dannui, 
tjBidal-«l-Unin. lUhanqadliiniia 
Atijah, Huanmi-Balta-nai Gaorga 
Jajaji Bao Seindia. Bahadnr. Brina(h« 
Msoaar-I-Zaman, Fklwi-i-Uaarat-i- 

Mallk-Maaisaiii*i-Rafl-ud-l>ar)at-i- 
InglistaD, Maharaja of— 
i)ata of birth— ^6tli Jana *16 
Data of aaceaaalon— 5th June *25 
Aiaa in aq. milaa— 26^ 

Population— 3,523,070 
Bafanna— Ra. 241*81 laca nearly 
Indian Btata Foroaa— 

Gwalior lat Yayaji Lanoara— 526 
„ 2nd Ali]ah —526 

„ 3rd Maharaja Madho Rao 
bcindia’a Own lianearB— 526 
„ lat Maharani Bakbya Raya*a 
Own Battalion— 763 
2nd Maharaja Jayaji Bao'a 
Own Battalion — 765 
3rd Maharaja ticindia^l Own 
Battalion— 7?^ 

,• 4th Maharaja Bahadur Battalion 
—772 

„ 7th 8cindia*fl Battalion (Train- 
ing)— 488 

„ Mountain Battery— 260 
Scindia'a Houee Artillery— 138 
„ bappers Artillery— 178 
„ Pony Transport Oorpe— 479 
Salute in Guns— 21 

Hyderabad State 

Hyderabad— Lt.-General H. E, H. Aeaf 
Jah Mucaffar-ul-Muik wai Mamalik, 
Ninm-ul-Mulk Nizam-ud-Daula, 
Nawab Sir Mir Usman Ali Khan 
Bahadur, Fateh Jang, Faithful Ally 
of the Brilieb Government. G.c.8.1., 
G.B.E., Nizam of— 

Date of birth— 6th April 1886 
Date of suecession— SSth August *11 
Area in sq. miles— 100,465 
Population— 17,877,966 
Revenue— Re. 894*116 lacs 
Indian State Forces— Hyderabad 1st 
Imperial Service Lancers. 544 
Hyderabad 2nd Imperial Service 
Uneeci. 544 
Salute in guns— 21 

Jaeifntt A Kashmir State 
iamma A Kashmlv^Lieut-General H. H. 
Raj Rajeshwar Mahari^hira] Midia- 
raja bhri Haristughji fi^adur, Indar 
Midiindar. Spar-r%ltanat-i-Kiiglithla, 

G.CJ.B., K.aV.a, LI..D., “ 

blrth-September 1895 
Dale of saoeeaslon— Ito^mber 25 
Area In sq. miles— 84,4^1 
Fopttlalion-40^1,616 
Bmnae-Bs. &7*92 lacs 


1. lit Lint Tboops (fWitiBi Serriee) 
Jammu and Kashmir Body Guard 

Oavalry— A53 

2. 1st Jammu A Kashmir Mountain 

Battery 814 

3. 2nd Jammu A Kashmir Mountain 

Battery 868 

4. tot 

5. 2nd •• i. n Rifles 600 

jj. 8rd T . SK 

8. 5U> : Light m 

Siv ** •# H •• H 2^ 

10. « 2S2 

ii' §*? » i» It «» n WB 

12. 9th ,, 979 

1st Line (Troops Administrative Bervioe) 

13. J. A U A. T. 0. 865 

14. Jammu A Kashmir Infantry 

Training Battalion 1960 

15. Jammu A Kashmir Army 

Training School 26 

16. Auxiliary Service 

17. Jammu A Kashmir Military 

Transport 299 

18. Jammu A Kashmir State Band 68 

19. Fort Dept. 117 

30. Military Veterinary ^rps 81 

21. Military Medical Corps 40 

Salute in guns— 21 

Baaganapalle— H. H. Nawab Saiyid Fails 
Ali Khan Bahadur, Nawab of— 

Date of Birth— 9th November *01 
Date of succesiion— 22nd January *22 
Area in sq. miles— 275 ' 

Population— 44,^1 
Revenue— Rs. 3,53,758 
Salute in guns— 9 

Cochin— H. fl. Sir Kerala Varma, Maha- 
raja of— 

Date of birth— 29th Vriechigon 1039 M. i. 
Date of Bucceioion- 13th April *41 
Area in sq. miles— 1480 
Population-1,428,875 
Revenue— Rs. 1^1, ^.238 
Indian State Forces— 84 oflleers and 
870 men 

Salute in guns— 17 

Pndnkkeltal— H. H. Sri Brihadamba Dsa 
Raja Rajsgopala Tondaiman Bahadur, 
Date of birth— %d June *22 
Date of succession— 24th Oetobur *88 
Area in eq. miles— 1,179 
PopuUtion -4,38348 
Bevenne— Be. 20,74300 nearly 
Salute In guns— 11 


H. Sir 

Dssa Vanehi Pala Rama Varma 
Kolaaeldiara Kiritanati Maaney SuUnn 
Mahamja JM* llamaraja Bahadur 
Shamsber Jsog, G.aLR. Msliaiuia of— 
Dais of birth— 7tb N of umn s r ?18 
Data of 


14 THE INDUE ANNUAL RE0I8IER 


Am in sillcep- 7 . 00 r 75 
Populitlon— 6^^018 
Eifemie-Rs. 280-73 Itkhi 
Mute in KiBiit-ld ; Loc«l 21 

U. Mftluini}* Sri CluiiiftrAjft 
WfuliftT Bibadur, Mibanja of— 

Date of birtb~l 8 ih July 'lO 
Date of euooessioii— 8 th Septcinber '40 
Area io iq. niilee-^ 3,483 
Population— 78*20 lakha including Civil 
A Military Station, Bangalore 
Revenue-Re. 4 ,H 6 . 66 ,U 00 nearly 
Indian State Foreei-Myeore lianeera 
405 ; Uoree 188 ; Bodyguard 125 ; 
let Infantry 772 ; 2 nd Infantry 1130 ; 
Falaoe Guard 600 
Salute in gune-Hll 

Futk^ab 8tate» 

Bahawalpur— Major Hie Mighiieie Rukn- 
nd-Daula, Nuarat-l-Jang, Saif-ud- 
Daula, Hafie-ul-Mulk, Mukhlieh-iid* 
Daula, Wa-Muiuud-Daula Nawab Al- 
Eaj Sir Sadiq Muhammad Khan V 
Abbaai, Bahadur. O.G.I.B., K.o.fi.i., 
X.C V.O, Nawab Rulfr of— 

Date of birth--^i>th September *04 
Data of auoeeaaion— 4 th Blarou 'a 7 
Area In aq. milea~ 22,000 
Popn'Iation— Over one million 
Revenue-Ra. i. 40 ,OOAO„iiMrly 
Indian State foreee— Bahawalpur let 
gadiq Infantry ; Bahawalpur 2 nd 
Haioon Infantry ; H. fl« the Nawab'e 
Owa ^edy Guard Lancera 
Salute in gune — 17 

Bllaapw— (Kahlur)— H. Raja Anand 
Ohand| Baja of— 

Date of hirtb— 26 th January '13 
Date of aueeeaaion— I 8 th Nov. ’’27 
Am in aq. miiea — 446 
PppuUtion— 1 , 10 ^ 

Beveuue-Ha. AOOtOOO nearly 
Salute in gune-ll 

Chamha— H. M. Raja Lakahman Singli, 
the Bnlff of Ohamba State (minor) 
Date of btrili— ath December *24 
Date of aueeeaaion— ' 7 th Dae. ^ 

Am in aq. miiea— 8,127 
Populatiou- 16 . 88 A 8 
Bemua-Ra. nearly 

Ooii^/”<S'*Atolniatrati^ appointed by 
the Qomnment to carry on Minority 
Adminiatratlon. Preaiaent -lA— Oof. 
H. a Strong, O.I.I. Vioe-Prerideot A 
ObIM Seorotary— Dewan Bahadur 
Lala Madho Ram. Member— Bat 
Bahaditv Lola Qhanibyaa Dnaa. 


Date of aueeeaaion— iSrd December ’18 
Am in aq. miiea— 643 
Population— 104,846 
Revenue— Ra. 17.00,000 nearly 
Indian State Foroca— Faridkot Sappers* 
Ueadquartera 8. (Field Company) 
Sappers A Miners 120. Bodyguard 
lemcera 27. Infantry 112. Band 85 
Salute in guns— 11 

Jind— Colonel H. H. Farand-i Dilband 
Kaaikb-ul-I tikad Daulat*i«) ngliahia 

Raja-Bajgan Maharaja Sir Kanbir 
Singh, Rajendra Babadnr, G.af.Bi 
a.c. 8 . 1 ., Maharaja of— 

Date of birth— 11th October 1870 
Dale of sncceasion— 7tb March 1887 
Area io aq. miles— 1,260 
Population— 80B|188 
Revenue— Rs. 28.00,000 nearly 
Indian State Forces— 

Salute in guns— 13 

Kapnrffaala- Colonel Bla Highnea 

Faraand-i-Dilband Raaikh-nl-Itkad 
Daulat-i-Inglifhia Ra]a-i-Rajgan 
Maharaja Sir Jagatjit Singli Bahadur, 
O.C.B.I., 0 .a:i.B., G.B.B., Maharaja of— 
Date of birth— 24th November 1872 
DateXif sucoeeaion— 5th September 1877 
Area In sq. miles— 652 
Population— 8, 78A80 
Revenne— Ra. 84,00,000 roughly 
Salute in guns— 18 

Loharn— Capt. H. H. Nawab Mirsa Amin- 
ud«Dio Ahmed, Fakhar-ud-Daula 
Khan Bahadur, Nawab of— 

Date of birth— 2 ^ March li 
Dalte of succeaBion- aotfi Oct. ’26 
Area in aq. juilea — 222 
Populatiou— 27,802 
Revenue— Ra. 1,88,000 nearly 
Salute in guua — 0 

Ifalorkotla— Lt-Colonel H. H. Nawab 
Sir Ahmad AH Khan, Bahadur, K.G. 8 . 1 ., 
K.G.I.B.. Nawab of— 

Date of birth— 10 th September 1881 
Date of sucoesaloo — 2810 August ’06 
Am in sq. miles — 168 
Population— 80,822 
Revenue— Bi. 15 , 61 , 0(^0 nearly 
Indian State Forces— Sappers— Head- 
quarters 16 ; Lancers (Bodyguard) 40 ; 
infantry 226 ; Field Company Sappers 
A Miaers ^5 
j Salnie in guna— ll 

Maadl— Major H. H. Sir Jogindm 
! Sen Babadnr, K.as.!., Raja of— 

Date of birib— 20 th Anguat ’04 
Date of aueeeaaioB— 28tb April ’18 


Pmliim Tr* H. H. Fhr8aaid4Baadat 
^S»^Hapt4-KMagr^^ 

Bimt R^ Har ladar mrnA Bahadur, 
Dots ol £5-^ Jn ^ 


Am in aq. milei— 1^00 
Pi^ttlatta— 2,07,465 
Revenne— JEtf. 18 , 50^)00 neifly 
Salnie In guna— li 
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HMni— H. H. Fftmod-i^Arimand, 
Aqoidat-PMwand-i-Dftulat-i-liieliahiA, 
Bim Bant, Barmnr Raja-i-Kaiafcmn 
]faluni]a ratop SinRha Malvendra 
Bahadur. Ifaharaia of— 

Data of lHrth«-2lat Beptamber '19 
Date of aaceeaaion— February *28 
Area in acj. mllea— 988 
Popalation-ra634l84 
Berenne— Ba. 24i06k000 nearly 
Balute in guna^lS 

Patiala— Dr. H. H. Faraaiid-i-Khaa 

Daalat-i-Eng;lialiia Blaiiaur«ul-Zainan, 
Ainir«ul-Umra Maliarajiidhira] Raj 
Bajeahwar Bhri Maliaraja-i-Rakan 
Shri Yadavindra Binghii. ll d., 
Mahendra Bahadur, Maharaja of— 

Date of birth— 7th Januaij *i3 
Date of auooeaaion— 23rd Maroh *38 
Area in aq. milea— 5,982 
Population— 1 ,625,520 
Bereiiue— Ra. 1,57*00,000 
Indian State Forcea— 

Oonibatanta : Non-Combatanta | 


1. lat Rajindar Lancera 475 178 

2. 2nd Patiala Laiioera 212 85 

8. War Strength 2nd P. Lra. 60 0 

4. P. H. A. 90 28 

6 . let B. 6 . Infantry 732 56 

6. 2nd YadaTendra,, H65 61 

7. 3rd P. S. 662 51 

8. 4th Patiala h H 02 51 

9. Training Battalion 636 45 

10. Patiala Tran porta Cerpa 99 33 

11. B. M. Vety. Hoepital 5 9 

12. Army Trg. School 39 lo 

18. Patiala Windeu Section 4 » 6 

14. Deputy Company 227 10 


4609 688 

Salute in guna— 17 

' (Nahan)— H. H. Lt. Maharaja 
Bajendra Prakaah Bclr. Maharaja of— 
Date of birth— lOth Janaary *J8 
Date of encoeMion— NoV. ’33 
Area in aq. milea— j, 141 
Population— 1,48,568 
Befenue— Be. 10,00, OOo nearly 
Indian State Forces— Sappers— H cad- 

quarteia 5 ; Band 23 ; No. l Gomimny 
142 : No. 2 Company 156 ; SUte Body- 
guard Lancers 31 
Balnte in gnnS— ll 

Befcel— H. H. Baja Lakahman Sen, Raja of 

Date of birth-1894 

Date of anooMeion— 13th Oct *19 

Area in aq. milaa-420 

Fopalation— 64A28 

Bemne— Ra. 2,67,000 nearly 

Balnla in gnne— ii 

leihehr BL H. lUii Mam Biogh, 


Date of birth— 1878 

Date of euooeaaion— 5th Auguet *14 

Area in aq. milea— 8320 

Population— 86,077 

Rerenue— Ra, 3,84,600 nearly 


Salute in guna— 9 


Rajputana StatcB 

Alwar— H. H. Shri Sewai Maharai Te] 
Singhji Bahadur, Maharaja or— 

Date of birth— 19th March 'll 

Date of snccesaion— S2nd July *37 

Area in aq. milea— 3217 

Population— 7,49.75 1 

Revenue— Al>nut Ra. 40,00,000 

Indian State Forces— 1. Jey Psltan 

Infantry 8H5 ; 2. Pratap Paltan Infantry 

ail; 8. Alwar 'Mangal Lancera 158 ; 4. 

Garrison Force 28 

Salute in guns— 15 

Banswara- H. H. Rai-i-Rayan Maharawal 
Sahib Bhri Sir Pirthi Singhji Rahaditr, 
K.C.i.B. Maharawal of— 

Date of birth-^l5th July 18^*^ 

Date of Buccessloii— 8t.h January *14 
Area in sq.. miles— 1,946 
Population —2.99,91 8 
Revenue— Rs. 8,17,726 
Salute in guns— 15 


Bharatpnr— Lt. Col. II. H. Maharaja Sri 
Brajindra Sawai Sir Krishna Singh 
Bahadur, Bahadur jang, K.C.8.I., 

Date of birth— 4th Octoi)er 1999 
Date of succession— 27th August 1900 
Area In sq. miles— \982 
Population —4,96,4:17 
Revenue— Ks. 84^25,000 nearly 
Indian State Forcea— JaS want Houae* 
bold Infantry— 772 ; 2nd Ram Siiigh*a 
Own Infantry— 868 ; 3rd Paretha 

Infantry— 353 
Salute in guna— 17 


Bikaner— General fl. 11. MaharajodhiraJ 
Kajrswar Nareudra Shlrctmani Maha- 
rajah Sri Oaiiga Singliji Bahadur, 
G.C.8.I., 0.0 I.E., G.O.V.O., K.O.B., 

A.-i>.-c., LL.D.. Maharajah of— 

Date of birth— 13th Oct. 1880 
Date of succcsaioii— 3lHt Aug. 1887 
Area in sq. miles— 23,317 
Populatioii— J 2,93,000 
Revenue— Rs. 1,58,11*000 
Indisn State Forcea— 


Ganga Riaala (Camel Corps) 

Sadul Lkht Infantry 
Dnngar Laiieera 

(iududlttg H. H. *a Body Guard 
BMtCTjr 

CuBd 

Attfllity Tnintog Oanttil 
SRd BstteHon, Bikmr 8Mi Inftatq 


C33 

778 
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8id Bftttelton, Biktner Btote lufutry 363 
Trtiiiin|r BAttalioD 413 

Jlotor ilAchina Gan Seotionf lOU 


ate in gone— Pereonnl 19, Permanent 17. 


Highnees Hodendre Biromoiii 
Deo Bar Biilond Raj Maharejedhirej 
Saheb Bahadur, o.o.i.b 
Date of birth— 8th March 1893 
Date of aueoeaaion— 6th Auguet *37 
Area in aq. miles— 8.230 
^pulation— 2,49,374 
Revenue— Rs. 16,60,000 
Salute in guns— 17 


Dhelpnr— Lt.-Ool. H. H. Rals-ud-Daula 
* Sipahdar-ul-Mulk Maharajadhiruja 
Bri Sawai Maharal-Rana Sir Udaihhan 
Singh Lokindar Bahadur Diler Jang 
Jai Deo, K.o.v.0.. Mahara]- 

Raja of— 

Date of birth— 26th February 1893 
Date.of aaooeaaion— 29th March 'll 


Area In aq. milea— 1,200 
Population— 2 3 >.1^8 
Revenue— Ba. 17,60,000 nearly 
Indian State Forces— Dhol pur Naraingh 
Infantry 164 ; Dholpur Sappers and 
Miners 76 


Salute in gone- 16 


Pcmlation— 98AiB 
Salute in guna— 16 

Jhalawar— H, H. Dhannadivakar Praia- 
vatsal Pktit-pawn Mahan] Rant Bbr 
Sir Rajendra Singh Ji Dev Bohadiu 
K.C.8.L Mahan] Rana of— 

Date of birth— latn July 1900 
Date of snooession— 13th April ^ 

Area in sq. milea— 613 
Population—] ,88375 
Salute in guns- 13 


Jodhpur— Air Oommodore Hie Highneae 
Ra] Rajeswar Baramad-l-RajifHInd 
Maharmadhin) Shri Sir Umaia SiogM^ 

• Sahib Bahadur, .o.o:8.i., o.ai.1., s.o.y.0.. 

A.D.G.. LLD., Mahanja of— 

Date of birth— 8th July *03 
Ascended the throne— 3rd October, *18 
Area— 86,071 aq. miles 
Population— 21,84,848 
Revenue— Rs. 167,71.621 
Indian State Foroee— 


Jodhpur Ssrdsr Rieaela— 608; Jodhpur 
Training Squadron— 147 ; Jodhpur f&r- 
dar Infantry, ineluding Tlraioing Coy, 
(163) and State Military Band (89)— 
864; 2nd Jodhpur Infantry— 609; jou- 
pur Mule Troope— 80; Fort Ouaid-94' 
Salute in gune— 17 


Dnngarpur— H* H. Rai-i-Rayen Mahi- 
mihendra Maharajadhiraj Maharawal 
Sri Lakahman Singini Bahadur, 
X.O.8.X., Maharawal of— 

Date ot birth— 7th Mar. *06 
Date of aucoession— 16th Nov. ’i8 
Area in eq. niilee— 1,460 
Po) lulation— 2,74 JS82 
Revenue— Re. 8,00,000 
Salute in gune— 15 

Jaipur— H. H. Saramad-i-Rajaha-i 

Hinduatan Raj Rajindsa Sri Maba- 
ra]adhinia ,8ir Sawai Man Singh 
Bahadur, e.O.LB., Maharaja of— 

Date of birth-^iet August ’ll 
Date of eueeeaeion— 7ih September '22 
Area iu eq. miles— 16,682 
Populution— 26,31 ,776 
Revenue-Re. 1,36,00,000 pearly 
Indian State Foroee— Jaipur Infautry— <71 
Jaipur Lpnoen— 626 • Trpt. Corps— 57t 
Salute in guiit— 17 

JUsalmer—H. H. Maharajadhiraj 
Ritehwar Param Bhattarak Sr] 


Kanwll— H. H. Maharaja Sir Bhompal 
Deo Bahadur Yadnkul Ohimdia Bhal, 
K.G.8.I.. Maharaja of— 

Date of birth— I8tn June 1886 
Date of Bucosesion— 8lBt August *27 
Area in aq. milee— 1343 
Population— 1 ,58,418 
Kstimated Qroia Revenue— 636,000 
Salute in gune— 17 

KIshengarh— H. H. Umdae Rajha 
Balnud Makan Maharajadhlraia 
raja Sumair Singh ji Sahib Bahadur 
(Minor) Maharaja of— 

Date of birth— 27th January *29 • 

Date of Biicceaaion— 24th April *39 
Area in sq. milea— 868 
Population— 1,04,165 
Revenue-Ra. 7.50.000 
Salute in guna— 15 

Kotah— Colonel H. H. Meharao Sir Umed 
Singh Bahadur. o.C.8.1,. e..€UUB.» GAl., 
Maiiarao of— 

! Date of birth— 16th September IS72 
I Date of Baoeeseion— 11th Jan# IW . 

Area lo eq. mileB-m,684 
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IT 


FMtoif I ^ 

AiwJa . 

9uag. 
"B#* r 



H. B^iAiiid Umftid 

j Mkk 0 
DM of flith-Tth Manli 1876 
Diii«f meoMioii-^itli Jane ^ 

Atm la n* 

BDpalatioB-4ia73 

88a708 naarly 
Mala ia gana—O 

■hM— H. JEL llaliaial^iiaj Ifaharao 
Sir Strop Bam Bingli fithador, 
oxb]La^ moa.!. Mahaiao af— 



Bala of aoaeaailoB SBtb April *20 
Aiaa la a 9 .aailaa-lAM 
VPpalatioih*-2A870 

Mala la gaaa— 15 

IPak— H. H« Sald-ad-daala Waiir-al- 
ilolk Mairab Ht6s Sir Mohammad 
Sadal AU Khaa Bahadiir Sowlal-i' 
Jaafu a.cuuB. Nawab of— 
JDala^biftl^lSlh Mraary. 1879 
Bala ci aoaoaiaioa— 23fd Joaa '30 
Ana la ag. miloi— %563 
Fppalatloa--8^6a7 
Banauo-BaJAaQ^ B. a nearly 
Salala la gaaa— 17 

imtmt (lievarl-Lt OoL H. H. Maha- 
ndadhlf^ Maharua Shri Sir Bhopal 
8iBghJiBidiadnr.a.OAlH Maharanaof— 
Bala M fiiiSi-82ad FMiraary 1884 
Bala of aaooeadoii--34th May *30 
Am in ag. inilaa— 12,753 

Se S aa a a ” bJ^wBoSoD imily 
Salala la gaaa— 19 

Sikkim StaA 


TL Mahamia ViblintINarayaa 

®i 

BMi af aamniaa SB April, W 
Am la ag, ml1aa- fff6 
»B9idMloa-^»«7 


«d>DMai liMfaMd>llBlk. AiiftNd* 
Vmm, Nnrab Mr SaMd Mol 

ftfMf AU 

Jaag. X.OJB.1., Mawab o5- 
Bala 01 lbirlli~-dHh Hot* W 
Bala of anoewriOB— 80Si Jana BO 
Am In ago mUaa-SBFOd 
Fdpiilali0B--464.919 
BofaBaa— Ba. 51,OOBOO nearly 
Salala In gana—10 

Tahri (Oarbwal)*-Lt Oolonal BL H« 
Mahanja Naxandra Shah. x.aaA, ol— 
Bala of bSih-Brd Ang. 1896 
Bata of anoomion— 25th April *19 
Am in aq. inllea— 4,602 
PopnlaUon-8.18,482 
Bamna— Ba. lIU^OOO naarly 
Indian Stala Foroaa— Tamrl H. Q, 
Infants and Band— 100 
Tahri Pionaara Narandra— 101 
* Sappara and Minaea— ^ 

Salute in guna— *11 

ITatfara India StaUa 

Bhaviiagar— Lt H. H. Sir Kftthaa- 
kumarainhii Bhavainghii, x,€L8.L, 
Maharaja of— 

Bata of birth-19th Maf *12 
Bala of ancoaaaion-'lSth July *19 
Am in aq. milaa— 2,961 
Population— 6,00.274 
Bavanua— Ra. 109,66^680 
Indian State Form— BhaTnagar Laaoaca 
—270 ; Bbarnagar Infanti7--219 
Salntein guna— iB 

Calah— H. H. MabarajadbiraJ Mim 
Maharao Shri Sir Khangi^l, Banal 
Bahadur, g.o.b. 1., o.aLA BfidiaitM of— 
Bala of birtli-23rd Aug. 1866 
Bala of anooaaaioa— lat Jan. 1876 
Am in aq. mi1aa^-6i249A 
Population— 5,00,800 
B^anna-Ba. 3J,(X\000 nearly 
Salute in guna— 17 Perm. 19 Loeal 

DhraagaAni— Major H. H. 

Shri Gbanwyamainhii 
o.o.iJk K.aax, Maharm of— 

Bata of birth— Slat May IM 
Balaof a n eeaa ri on-FaMrni^ *11 
Am in aq. milaa— 1,167 

Bovanoa— B a 25JX),000 nearly 
Sainia in guna— 13 

Dhial— H. H. Thakor Sahab Shri 
draalnhfi Sahrii. Thakor Sahrii 
Dgla of h&lh-3B Am 18 
Bala of anaaenrion-ioih Oat *89 
Amin aq^ mUaa— 888^ 




0.C.S.1* 0.0X1. 


28 

IMool^rUi^ih Oet 1865 
Dole of •noembn— 14tli Dec. 1809 
Aim In iq* milee— 1,024 
“ -nUoii-2fl5.846 

me— Be. 50,0^000 nenrly 
itaU in gnni^ll 

jMfaih— Ceptein H. )l. Nairab Sir 
Il•hebatkhen]i, BMnlklien]i R.r.8.i., 
o.oxn., Nnweb of— 

Dete of birth— 2iid Auk. 1000 
Dele of ettcoeesion— 22ncl Jen. *11 
Aree in aq milee— 3,886*9 
PopnUtion— 545J52 
Refenne— Be. L00,00,000 

Foroce— JttiiAiOulh IjeiKwe 
Mababatkhan]! 
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lodian Stpte 

—173 : JunaRadh 

Infantry 201 
Balate in guna— 15 

Ltmbdl— Thakor Raheb Hliri L. Cbhalra* 
aalji Digvijayaiiihii. 'riiakor ^atieb of— 
Date of birih-19ih Ft*b. *01 
Date of BueceeBion- Cth Jiin. *41 
Area in so. mitea :M8‘00 

(ezcluaiTe of about 'J07 pq mib<« 
the Collectorate of the AhmidAbii*!). 
Population— 44,000 nearly 
Bevenuo— Be. 7.00,000 nearly 
Salute in guns— 0 

Merrl-^H. H. Maharajn »Sliri r^nlhdhtvji 
Waghji, Q.B R., R.C.P.I., MtOlArAj:! of— 
Date birth— 26th Dec. 18T0 

Date of aueoeaaion— llth Jnii. *22 
Area in eq. milea— 822 
Population— 112,023 
Bevenue— Be. 50 lace nearly 
Salute in guna— 11 

Nawanagar— Lt Ool. H. H. Mabnrr.iti .Turn 
Shri Sir Dlgvijaysiiibji INnjtSntihji 
Jadeja, q.c.i.b., K.c.ai.. Malm- 

raja Jam 8ahib of— 

Date of birth— let ^pt. 189.) 

Date of auoeeaaion— 2iid April *3.3 
Area in aq. milea— 3,701 
Population— 5,04,006 
Berenue— Be. 94,00.000 nearly 
Salute in guna— 15 

Palaanw— Lt. Ocdonei H. H. Xaa'ab Shri 
Taiey Muhammad Khan Bahadur. 
Q.ai.B.. R.C.V.O., Nawifb Sahib uf— 
Data of birth— 7th July 1883 
Data of iuooaaalon— 26th Sept. *18 
Area in aq. milea— 1,774,64 
Po|mktion-8,16B55 
Befenue— Ba, 11,64,087 
Salute in guna— 13 

FaUlaaa-H. H. Thakor Saheb Shri Baha- 
dttrihib]l Manainbii K.ai.s., k.oal, 
Thakor Sahab of— 

Date of birth— 3rd April *00 
Dale of eiieeeaeion-29tb Aug. *05 


Area in aq. nilea-^ 

PopnlatioD— 68,150 
Berenne— Be^ ifiOJXO nearly 
Salute in guna— 9 

Perbandai^aptain H.H. Mahareja Shri* 
Sir Natfraniinh}l, Bhebefnhii S.CA1.. 
Maharaja Rana Saheb of- 
Date (rf birth— ^ June %1 
i>ato of aucceaaioii— 10th Dee. \38 
Area ill iM}. milee— 643,25 
Population— 1,46,648 
Revenue— Ba. 26,00,000 nearly 
Salnte in guna— 13 

Radhanpar— H. H. Nawab Saheb Mnria* 
aakhan Jorawarkhan Babi Bahadur 
Nawab of— 

Dhro of birth— 10th Oct. 1899 
Date of auccca»ioti— 7th April ^ 

Area in eq. milea— 1,150 
Population— 70,530 
Ritveiiue 8,000,00 to 10,00,000 
Salute in guna— 11 

Rajkot— H. H. Thakor Saheb Shri Pkadu^ 
miiA'«inh)i, Thakor Sahel) of— 

• Dat ! of birtli— 2ith Fab. *13 * 

* Diite of §m*cf*«*<iou— 17lh Aiiguat *40 
Area in aq. milea— 2824 

, Populrttion**- 1,03 033 
I Rovemie— Ra. 13,40872 nearly 
i Salute in guna— 9 

! Wadhwan— II. If. Thnkora Sahab Shri 
! Sureiidraainhji, Thakore Sah^ of— 

■ Date of birth — 1th January. *22 
Date of aucceaaioii— 27th July *34 


! Area. 242*6 aq. milea exeludunu the area 
ill the Britiah Indian Diatriat of 
Alimi'dabnd. 

Popu Irt tion — 50,934 
Kevoiuio — Ra. 6 Laca 
’ Salute— Permanent 0 guna 

Wankaner— Captain H. H. Mabarana 
Shri Sir Amarainhii, K.C.8.L, K.OXI.. 
Mahnrana Raiaaheb of— * 

Date of birtli — 4tn Janua^ 1879 
Date of eucreealoi)— Pith June 1881 
Aren in eq. milea— 417 
; Population— 55,0:*4 
j Revenue— R a 7,67,00^ 
j Sninte in gune— 11 

Indian State, (withoitt Salute) 

Batuehigtan StaU 

Lae Bela— Mir Ghnlam MuhamiAl 

Khan Jam irf— 

Date -of birth— Deoembar 1895 
Data of aueoeaaion— Mav^ n 
Area in aq. milea-* 7.138 
Population— 50, M 
Bevanue— Bs. S,78i0C)0 nearly 

Bihar A Origga 

AURpth -Baja Srcakoian 
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Bebirlft Btia of- 

DaM of Not. *09 

Data of fooeeNkm— 32nd June '18 
Area In eq* mitfla— ^166 
Popnlation^NB 
Bamve— Ba.l«7S,000 
AtliMillk--IUia Klabor Chandra Deo 
Date of birth— 10th NoTembar ^1 
Data of anoeoMion— 3rd November *18 
Area in eq. nilee— 730 
Fopalation-S0,749 
Reranne— Ba. I,81t000 nearly 
Bamra— Ra]a BhanugHiiKa Trlbhuman 
DA, Raja of- 

Data of Urth-25th February, *1) 

Date of Bucceasion— let January *20 
Area in aquaie milee— 1,0^ 

Population— 1.34,721 
Rerenne—Be. 5^81,000 nearly 
Baramba-^Raia Sree Nnrnyan Cli.indra 
Birbar Mangraj Mabapaira, Rhja of-- 
Date of birth— lOm January *14 
Date of aaeceaeton— 20ih August *J2 
Area in eq. milm— 142 
Population— 52,924 
Bienne— Rs. 1,03,000 nearly 

Band-Raia Narayan Prasiid Deo of— 
Date of birth— 14th March *04 
Date of sueccBBion— lOtU March *13 
Area in eq. miles— 1,2M 
Population— 124,411 
Revenue— Rs. 2,72,000 nearly 

Boaai— Raja Iiulra Deo, Rajs of— 

Date of birth— 0th January 1881 
Date of succession— 19tb Fcbruiiry DJ 
Area in square miles— 1,296 
Population- 08,178 
Raven ne—Ka. 2.30,000 nearly 
Daspalla— Esia Kishore Chandra Deo 
Date of birth— IGth April ^ 

Date of snccession— lull December '18 
Area in square miles— 508 
Population— 53,833 
Revenue— Rf. 1,41,993 
Bhenkansl— Raia Sankar Pratap 

Blahendra Bahadur. Raja of— 

Date of birth— 5th NovemMr *04 
Date of succession- 10th Oct. *18 
Area in square miles— 1.403 
F^nlation— 2,33,091 
Revenne— Ha. 5^13,000 nearly 

Qaagpv— Raja Bhawant Shankar Hrkliar 
Date of birth-14th May *1898 
Date of Buccesilon— lOtn June *17 
Area In square milea— 2A92 
PopnlatUm— 3jOMS71 
Revenue— Re..6^7f^ needy 


Hindel— Reja Bahadnil Naba Kishor 
Chandra Singh Mardraj Jagad^ 
_ MJUA.B., V.BJkA., Rifa of— 

Dele of birtli— I4th Jnne 1891 


j Date of etteBeMioiH^^lOtA fAraeiy tM 
Aree in eq. milee-SlS 
Popelatlon«*-48ilB96 
Beveirae-Re* 1.4AOOO 


Keenihtt-Baje Shrl Balabhadie Neniaa 
Bhani Deo, Ruler of— 

Date of hirth— 26ih Deoember W 
Date of anoraeion— 18th Angnel W 
Area in eq. miles— 8,217 
Population —^,786 
Revenue— Rs. 15*M lakhs nearly 


Kbindpara— Raja Harlhar Singht Meidial 
Bhrsmarbar Ray, Uaja of— 

Date of birth— 20tb Aumt *14 
Date of auoeessiOD— 20th Deoember *88 
Area in eq. miles— 244 
Population— 64,289 
Revenue— Rs. 1,22,000 


Kbarsawan— Raja Sriram Chandra Singh 
Date of birth— 4th July 1808 
Date of succesaiou— 6th February 
Area in sq. milet— 157 
Population— 44^5 
Revenue— Rs. 1,18,000 nearly 


Namlugbpur-Bsia Ananta Narayan 
Mansuigh Uarichandsn Mahapatra 
Date of birth— 0th September *08 
Date of siiceessioii— 5th Jnty *21 
Area in sq. miles— 207 
Population— 48,448 
Revenue- Us. 1^19,000 


Nsysgarh— Raja Krishna Chandra Singh 
Mandiiiita, Unja of— 

Date of birth- 15th Aiigiist *11 
Date of Bucci'ssion— 7th Dec. *18 
Area ilk sq. miles— 552 
Poimlation —1 ,01,409 
Ivcvcnnc- Us. 3,92,210 


Nllgirl— Raja Kishore Chandra Maidra} 
llarit'bsiidaii, Raja of— 

Date of birth— 2nd Feb. D4 
Date of succesHioii- 0th July *13 
Area in sq. miles— 284 
J*opulation— 73, 109 
llevetinc— Bs. 2,14.589 


Pal Labara-Rajs Mnni Pal, Raia of— 
Date of birib-26lb November ^ 
Date of Bucceskion— l8th April *13 
Area in sq. miles— 452 
Population— 23,229 
Revenue— Rs. 75,000 nearly 


Rabrskbal— Raja Bir Chandra Jadumaal 

Date of birth-1804 

Date of suecession— 3rd July ^ 

Area III sq. milee— 633 
Populatlou-41J225 
Revenue— B a. ft, 000 nearly 


Ba'mmr— Raja Birbar Krishna CAiaodfa 
Mahapatra, Ri^>of— 

Date of Dirtti— About 1887 
Date of iueormioa— 12th July 1809 



FMwn ^ 
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SiiMth 


-BA A«|« ftatap 
Dm BAb iif~ 

DMiMi bMA-aOtt Jvlf. 18B7 
DA at lAA ljw-^ti i Dat. B1 

BwAtfA-UAm^ 
BASW-BfcSSioOO BAlT 
tii Air "Blit KMa Okndn Ktbw 
HwWAd—. IhA o(— 

DA of biilb-Mh /on 1880 

DA of WMitoi IBth DMomA 1801 

Aa to 08. MllM-aW 

ifarutkQ StaUi^Bamktif J*tU9} 
iUam -IlihAoii ShilaMt ViiiyMiD^ 
AMuniij^ B«li Bhoiiila, BaJa of— 
Diliof birS-lMT Deeo’16 
of •iioe«iolOB-4tli April *23 
oq. ndtefh-fllB 

, ^,63;000 oMriy 

Bhofonnio olUui Boto 

BbUIil Foal PfBtiiiidhl of— 

Dili of biftli-24Ui Oet 1808 
Dolt of tnoctnion Ith Noftnber DQ 
J^ja tq. nilitrOOl 

12.1 

... Bi)t Bhrimtnl Mtiqlino 

ModteiliM tltat Boot BOitb Balk 
BlmballEiMr. Bait ol- 
Dalt of Urtk-lllh Smtember 1896 
Dolt of itMoeMloB-17& Oetober 16 
Ana In aq. nilta— 887 

1-8VW 

-BaT ‘ 



MIh-LIo Baja Bkrimuil ViiaTaalagliiao 
Dai% Baja of— 


M alblrlli-21al 


IMaof 
Aiaala~aq. 


Aagnal ^ 



j ^ B 4 a ^ 

Dala of W 

PBla of anaawalan 86lh Ikh, *84 
‘ ilnaq. “ 



j.760 

-Ba. i 76.000 naarlj 

(Jrlo-l 
Ganpatio aliaa 
dhaa. eUaf of— 

Data of Mcth-COi Dae. 1875 
Data of aaeeaaaioB— 29lfa July, 1899 
Afaa la aq. milaa--114 
Fapnlaaoa-44,28B 
Bofaana— Ba. 233X100 aaarif 

Mkal (8r)— Kaiayaaiao Gangadhanao 

aliaa latyaaakab Faiwaidhaa, 

Ohiaf of- 

Data of birih— Bill September 1898 
Date of aaeeaaaioa— lllh Deo. *38 
Area la aq. mllea— 342 


Betanaa— Ba. i.41.000 nearly 
nival (Jr)-Haliarbaa Sir Madhafiao 
Harlhar aliaa Baba Bahab Patwardhan, 
E.ojjLf Bala of— 

Data of birth-Sth March 1888 
Data of aaeoaoaioa->16th Deo. 1898 
Area in aq. mllaa-*-19i4 
Popalation*— 40,666 
Bavanuo— Ba. 8.68.515 nearly 

Ba a t dwf — Meherban Bamrao Vaakatrao 
allaa*Rao Bahab Bhara. Chief of- 
Data of birth-16th Bept. 1886 
Date of aueoeaaioB— 90th April *07 
Area In aq. mlica— 109 
PoiHilalion-3%997 
Bafanaa— Ba. 2.69,000 nearly 
SiTanar— Captain Ma h ar baa Abdul 
Majid Knito. Dilar Jaag Babadnr, 
JNawab of— 

Data of birth- 7th Oet. 1890 
Data of aueoaaaioa— aOth Janaary 1883 
Area in aq. milaa— 70 
Population— 16,830 
Beranna— Ba. 1,09300 nearly 

Mahi*Kaniha Statm 
Ohaiaaar-lliakor Bbri PatahaiaghJI 
BatM^B Da^ fbakor Bal&of— 
Data of biryi-.!7tli. Ang. X)8 
Data of eneeaeaton— Slat May *90 
Area in aq. mllaa-^16 
Papulation— A706 
« -Ba. 61300 



llai-llniHn BU?aiiu|ldl, «« 

Data of birth— 81st DaT *10 
^ of aaaea^-|l8th Oak *2? 
Area la aq. «llaa-18 
Popalatioa-3AI8 
Bovanao—Ba. 41300 neatly 

T4hhalrinl4l 
d — 

1870 

^annaiy tU 


df - 



Ajmnmojmw or vdia ita 


. 51JOQO 

! SM AMiilohJi B4- 

tbOBK 8htl of- 
Dotoof Urth—iaW 
Doioof rooeiion— Ninuirj '12 
Am in n* 

P0|m]ntioii—2A25 
Bmnnn— Bt. 86jOQO nooflf 
Motgr- BtoHi Bhzl GnmUiinloliil 

Dnlo of blrtiii27Ui Oot *14 
Dili ii wieomion— 2atd Jnno V 
Am In M. miloi— 87 
Fd|mlntl^l(U»8 
Bt m ol B i. MWXX) npproz. 

PottnjT TIialBic FntohilnhJI Gnmbhif* 
rinnfi. Thnkof of— 

Dili oHiirth-M Oet. 1806 
Dnlo Of raeomioii-iaBe 
Am In iq. iiUlii— 11 
P^lntlon— SJ0B8 
Bmnno— Bi. 84.000 (nonrly) 

Vmoin— Thnkior JonToninhil of— 

Dm of birth— l?fli April *14 
Dm of momion-18th Jnly *10 
Am In iq. miloi— 11 
Pd|inlntion-A484 
Bomno— Bi. 83,000 nonrly 
Vlliynnnm— Bno Shrl Hnmir^rinliiii 
Dote of Sid Jnnnifj D4 
Dm of inooiiiion-STdi Owii *16 
Am in iq. miloi— 186 


Bomno— Bi. 

JUwa Kantka Alolfi 
Bhninrwn— ShrbnnnI Thifcnr Siheb 

8hm NitfirilDgbJi Bnnjitiinhiii 
Tbnfcor of— 

Dm of blith-l9Ch Norovlm XB 
Dm of meomion— 26th Aoril *86 
Am In iq. nilii- 27 (molnding lofonl 
Wnntn rilliim nndor Bniodn 8im) 
F0pnlilion--18A20 

*'1,14A)0 nonrly 

■MA m nn Bonn 8hri 
_ ihji Qnnibhfwinhil, Ihnkoio 

) of— Fmonr Bi)pat. Ho onim 

fall Olfll im Oflnilnirpo^ 

Dm of blidi-4fa Jonam 18» 

Dm of ioiomlon 77th Cfoplinibir 17 
I in 


PONlitlon-liaaS 

B8m^Bi.£v^ 


^ - niil, Thnte of 

Dm of bi rth 8 6i h Joannsy 1679 
Dm of miimion-ISlh A^ 1868 
Amjn iq. »lki-18Q 

-Bi. IMOOO noiily 


Dm of momlon-lSIh Bopl. *87 
Amin iq. anm— 1060 
Popnlnlloih^tt^ _ 

Bo m no Bn^ SBiODOnoiiiy 
Poloial-Thom Indiimb&Thita ol- 
Dm of blrtB-16th: Ai«. »6 
Dm of onommn-AOOi Hoy D7 
Am In oq. Mtilio— 18 
Po|Hilotlon-l,768 
Bfainno-Bi. 88;0Q0 atociy 

Sfh o m T hohor Ifanrinhiio KmtMhim 
Dili of Urth-14ih Bomobor *07 
Dm of MMomion-lSth Jnno *88 
Am in oq. Miloi— 18 (oppios) 
Popolntioo— 6800 
Bomno— Bi. Sf^DOO nonriy 

Uohni— Thohor MohomodMlo Jifawnho 
Dm of hIrth-lOlh Ombor 1885 
Dili of mooiilon 24tii Jnno *16 
Am In oq. mllii— 8t0 
Popnlition-8380 
Bomno— Bi. 4ij0Q0 nonrly 

P M Oth o-T hihor BoMOinhll BoWnhii 
Dm of birtli-18 Aognot 1884 
Dm of onoiOMion-Hl July *88 
Amin oq. mHoo— 84 
Popnlirion-ASSS 
Bomno— Bi. TS/XD noocly 

Confail JMia BUdu 

Dm ofoneQmion--4ith IfaMh *88 
Am in 


ir 0 . 




_ r B.I 

DM. Ol MM 
An. i. «|. ^ 

Bib.d.r 


IbgrU 


BtaA, 

DtSOiMhr-^ April 18BB 
Dn. a Mmnilo. ato Pn. MBi 


An. I. nnt»-41 


8>^ Mwrly 




DM. ol Mtft^lDlIl 
OM.M 
DM.M 


An. I. 

m • ni ^ 


'iii;n 



Dm. of 



April *^1 
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E a ttiwa i «—B»M Thikor 
OnkanUihJi, Bm of— 

Dftto of blith— Oth December 1S91 
Dote of enoeesefoii— 8th June, *08 
Aren in eq. mUee— 10 
Popnletlon— 80M « 

Bofiotte— Be. 44^880 


Briiib 


Kelhl— Behedor Bitenmen Pretep 
Behednr BIngh. Beje of— 

Dote of birth— Stb July I8f» 

Dote of eneoeMion— 8th Anguet *14 
Aiee la iq. milee— lOB 
Fopnlitlon— 80JNI7 
Berenue— Be. 10,000 neerly 

Kmrwal— Neweb Berwer All Khen of— 
Date of bi^— let I)eoemb« *01 
Date of euceetaiou— end Oelober *06 
Area In eq. milee— 148 
Population— ] 9361 
Berenue— Be. 834.000 nearly 


Mel%<Bafkhein— Bhumia Naln BIngh of— 
Date of birth— Itfa Norcmber '07 
Date of euce^^eBion— 4tli June '18 
Area in iq. milee^ao 
PoB^atiou 4,788 
Berenue— Be. 68,000 nearly 


MnUhatt-Dharmalankar, Dharm-bhuehao. 
Dhann*Dlraker, Bhreetnan Mahara} 
Bhamt Blnhii Bahib, Chief of- 
Dale of bh th— 1898 
Date ot euecceeion— 26tb Augnet *01 
Area in eq. milee— lOO 
Population —11,804 
Berenue— Orer Be. 1.00,000 
Hhakhem- Bliumia Qaiiga Bingh, Bhuinla 
IHte of birth— *11 

Date of auooeaelon— 27th March' *22 
Area in eq. milee— 90 
Popnlatimi— 6,868 
Berenue— Be. 02,000 nearly 


PaMea— Ohanb^ Shire PraeaA Jagirdar 
Date of birth— let March *08 
Date cl euooeeeion— 8rd Oct *28 
Area in iq. milee— 68'14 
Population— 9,028 
Berenue— B8. 60,000 nearly 


Plpleda— Bawat Mangal Bingh, Bawat of 
Date of birth— 7th BeptemlMDr 1898 
Dele of aueoeaeloo— 6tA Nor. *19 
Area in eqnaie milca— 88 ^ 
Popnlation-9,166 
Berenue— Ra. LlAOOO 


Barlla— Baja Mahipal Singh, Baja of— 
Data of tttooeeaion— Lith Bej^ 1096 
Area In equare milee— 86,28 
Fopnl8tlon-^.06l 
Berenne— Bi. 130^000 nemrly 
Benran— Thaknr Hahendre 'Bingh 
Date of hirtti— 6th Norember 


Date of eiieeeeeioiii-88id 
Area In eq. milee— 7l 
PopoliAoii— 7,199 
Berenno— Be. 00300 nearly 
Sehawal— Raja Bhagwat BaJ Bahadur 
Bingh, Beje of^ 

Date ol birth— 7th Angnei 1818 
Date of ittooeeeion— 28rd Nor. 1809 
Area in eq. miles— 218 
Popnlation— 88,078 
Bereime— Be. 1,04300 nearly 

Tori Fatehpnr Dewan Baghnia) Bingh, 
Jagirdar of— 

Date of birth— 28.1.1898 
Date of auoceeeion— 7A.*4l 
Area in aq. milea— 80 
Population— 6309 
Berenue—Ba. 81300 nearly 

Central Provineea Statee 

Battar— Maharaja Prarir Chandra Deo 
Date of birth— 26th June *29 
Date of aucooeeion— 28th Feb. *88 
Area in eq. miles— 13,726 
Population— 634,916 
Berenue— R6. 1830,699 
Chbnikhadan— Mahant Bhndhar Kiahore 
Das of— 

Date of birth— April 1891 
Date of eaceeasion— 80th Bept *08 
Area in eq. milee— 164 
Population— 20,141 
Berenue— Be. 132,000 
Jaahpnr— Raja BiJay Bhneban Bingh Deo 
Date of birth— lltli Jan. *26 
Date of eiicceseion— 8th Feb. *26 
Area in aq. milea— 1,928 
Population— 238.632 
Berenue— Kb . 8,6:!.843 
Banker— MaharajadhiraJ Bhanupratap 
Deo. Chief of- 

Date of birth— i7th September *22 
Date of aueceBBion— 8tb Jan. *26 
Area in aq. milea- 1,489 
Population— 122,928 
Berenue— Ri. 8,88,000 

Kawardha— Thakur Dharmraj Singh 
Chief of- 

Date of birth— 18th Augnat *10 
Date of aucoesaiou— 4th Feb. *20 
Area in aq. milea— 806 
Population— 72,820 
Berenue— Ra. 2,98,175 nearly 
Khaiiagarh— Raja Birendra Bahadur 
Bingh, Baja of— 

Date oUmtUi— eth Norember *14 
Date of ineeeeekm- 22nd October *18 
Area in eq milea— 981 
PopolatloQ— 167300 
Berenne— Be. 6,80^000 nearly 

KeNa^l^ Bamannj Pnlap Bingh Dea 
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Dilt of birth-^ DftMiber *ti 

Dtlool MQoaiNoB— Ndfwber *09 

Am fin n. mllit— 1A47 

pmnlotloii-HnAOO 

RofODiM-iU. 7^,199 

Makral^lUio Driicpol Shah Hothiyo U«i of 

Dote of bIrUi— Mth B9ptember \*A 

Dote of raeoeoeion4-80Ui< Oetober 18 

Am fin iq. mileo— 155 

PopiiloUon-^18308 

Bofeniie— Be. 8t0i,000 nearly 

IfaBijati MalinrTr Barrealiwar Dan, of-* 

Dale of birtli— 8(HU March *va 

Date of enooeeelon— Sith' Jnne *18 

Am in iq» milee--fi7l 

Popalotfion^.47.919 

Bofenne— Be; 7^91,000 

BalgaKh-^Baja Ohaloidliat ti^fiiigh, Uaj^ 

DaCeof bfiitli*-19th Aughet *U6 

Date of eacoeBelbn.*-98ia' Angnot *24 

Am fin aq% milea— 1*486> 

Fopalatfion^2,4l,a84‘ 

Befenne-*fte. 6«46,0(X) nearly 


Iqlidar All Khan Bahadar, Moilaiill- 
i^an. Nawab of— 

Date of Wrlh-aOth Nor. *12 
Date of ittoeeaaion— dial July ^ 

Am in aq. milee— iOu 
Po|»tiiation— a5|888 
Rerenae— Be. i,65»000 nearly 
Kalela— Rain 4tnrl Shier Singli Babib 
> Babadnr, R«ia Sahib ctf- 
! Date of birth— aoih Oetober *01 
Date of euoofMioii— 25lh Jttly.W 
Date of inveatilnre wfithV 
. full ruling poncre: ] April 98 

Am in aq. milea— i99 
Popiilatioii— 69.84^ 

Revenue— Neariy Re. 8,eo,000 
' Fatandl— Nawab Muhammad Iflifcar All 
I Khan Bahadur,. Nawab of— 

I Date of bidh— 7th March *10 
I Date of aueooMiont— 80ib Nov. *17 
I Area in eq. milee— 68 
I Population— 18,097 
I Revenue -Re. is4r',000 nearly 


Baltb-Bii|a Liiadhar Singh, Raja of— 

Date of birth— 8id Feb. 1808 
Date of lueoeeeion^th July *I4 
Am In eq; mllee— 18S 
Fbpulaiftev— 4 1 ,696 
Bevmrae— Bo* 1,20,000 nearly 

■aiangirli Tfija Bahadur Jawnhir Singh, 
Date of birth— 8fd Deo. 1888 
Dateof aueecenon— 6th Aug. 1890 
Am fin aq. milea— 640 
Population— I,)7r781 
Bevennt-Bi. A^AOOO nearly 
8arn|a— Maharma Baraanuj Saran 
Deo aa,!., Maharaia of— 

Date of birth— 4th Nov. 1895 
Date of eneoeeaion— Slat Dee. *17 
Am fin aq. mllei— 6,066 
Population— 6,61^97 
Bevenut— Be. 7,68,690 nearly 

Udainnr— Baia OhandrA Ohur Praaad 
Smah Deo, Baja of— 

Date of birth- 6th. June *28 
Dele of oneceeaion— 8th Dee. *27 
Am hi eq. mllee— 1,062 
Population— 71,124 
Bevenne— Be. 8AS.OOO 

Madroi 8taie$ 

Bandnr-Bofa Srimant Yeehwantha Bao 
Anna Saheb, Bao Sahib, Hindu Bao 
OhoiapadA Mamlukatmadar Senepaii 
Baia of— 

Date of birth— loth November *08 
Dete of 8ooe8arion-5Ui Bfey *28 
Am in eq. mllee— 167 
Pbpnlatbm— 11A84 
Revennn-Ba. 8j)i8»000 nearly 
Punjab 8 taUa 

1h4nn-4alal*iid-Daiila Mawab Mohammad 


Stmla Hill States 

i Raghal— Reje Siirei*dra Singh, Baia of— 
Dute of birth— 14th Mncch *09 
I>nt 0 ' of BuceeMKin — isth Oot *22 
Area in eq milee— 124 
Puptthvtion— 26.0(jO 
Revenue— Ri. 1,00,000*11^12 
Bcfhat— Bain Durga Singh, Ham af— 

Date of birth— X64h Sept.. *01 
Date of eiicccMion— 30th Dee. ’’1941 
Area in eq. mike— 8H ' 

Population— <1,695 
Reviwup— Re. 1,U>,0QO neeriy 

BbaJII— Bana Birpal, Rana of— 

Date of birth— igih April *06 
Date of iucefMioD— 9Ui May *13 
Area in eq. milee— 96 
Population— 14268 
Revenue— Ri. 99,00) nearly 

Jabbal-Rana SiriiBhagatOhandra Bahadur 
K.C.B.L, Ruler of— 

Date of birth— 18th Oct. 1888 
Date of eucceeeioii— 26th April *10 
Area in eq. milea— 288 
Population— 28.6*.0 
Revenue— Re. 8,50.000 ueerly 

Keenthal— Reja Hemendar Sen, Bala of— 
Dale of birth— Slat January ’05 
Date of BucoeMion- 2od Fdb. *16 
Area fin eq. milea— 116 
Popuietion— 26A09 
Reveuue— Re. 1,80,000 nearly 

KmnharaBlB— Bane Vfidyadhar Sfioffb. 

Data of birth— 1895 

Date of anoeeaeion— 24ih Augnel *14 

Am in eq. milea— 97 

Popidatiem— 18,887 

Bevenun— Ba. 76JX)0 nearly 
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Data af aoaamlaB— Oetabar ’is 
Aiaa ia aq. aiilai-«t‘8 
PaMaliaa— i4A8a 
B a w a aa B a. MS/IOO aaaily 
Oalaxnnhan Bhrl Bahadaniaghji, 
Jararanlaliil, Tlnkar af— 

Jiataaf biitb— astd Apill W 
DaH af a a oaaaa l aa-^SOtli Jaaaaiy 
Ana la a 4 ..BdIaa— fSa 
BpsalatiaB— llASB 
Ban aa a B a. S^lAW aaarly 
laadw— Dacbat Shan Ala Khaehar. 
Ohlafal- 

Data af bbtk-sHi Haaanbar tw 
Data af aaaaaaalaa— nth Jaaa ’is 
Ana i a.tt. nB aa— we 

Sanwh^ wSooO aaariy 

Balia ingnl HialrnwBliri Fndyanaa- 

DaSfa^bittt-SIh Oaaanbar 
Data af a a aaaaa l aa W -XO 


Data af l aa ta ll a t ioa— XO-lI-ao 
Ana uaq. nilaa-80 
TmailalinB iliiea 
jSnaar>Bfc fJMAOO aaatl^ 


Iilrtilg •Trlrr" UM 8hii Balavir* 
aUB KanariaUTtlaten BaM af— 
jMi HM' '■ -Ulh Ml 

IM «C Avgifl *IM 

Anato^ ad M uy illS 
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Fe p alathia— lS,6B0 
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Data af bbO- iMb Mf UBS 
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Banaaa— Ba. lASflM aaaily 
MMI-Dai^ and BMaUatabU, al- 
Data af bMi-eth Ml <88 
Data af aaeemlaa-SBft Oat OS 
Ana la aq. nllaa— Sbi 
FapaiaBaa-aAoe 
BaiaDoa— Bo. lAiAOO 
Sayla-Thakai BaM Bhri Madanlabji, 
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Fopolatiaa— liiSM 
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▼a«a-pifbar 8bna- Sonqiwda M* 
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Ckronicle of Events 

January 1943 

Mr. V. D. Snvarkar presided over the All-Iadia Committee of the 
Hindn Mahasabha, which met at Gawnpore. The Oommitt*^ accepted 
a resolution authorising the President "to select office-bearers for the 
next year. Among others — Dr Shyama Prosed Mnkherji (Working Pte- 
sident), Bhai Paramanand and Mr. N C. Chatter jee (Vice-Presidents), 
Dr* B. B. Moonje and Mr- Ashutosh Lahiri (General Secretaries) were 
^ selected offioe-bearere 

Allama Mashrique exhorted Khaksars in New Delhi to work for 
Hindn Moslem Unity and said 'hat no humanity would win freedom 
by fighting other Communities. 

The Chief Secretary to the Govei'nm<>nt of Madras sent a letter to 
the Eiditora of English and Vernacular paper!% in Madras which did not 
publish the New year Honours List, withdrawing the facilities to receive 
copies of Press Communiques, Press No^os and other materials officially 
released to Press. 

Mr. N. B Sarkar, uommorco Monihor, Govornmnnt of India, stated 
in Calcutta : — "If the present position in resptict of foodgrains continued, 
exports of foodgrains from the country would be completely stopped 
after March, 1943.**. 

The ban on Khaksars in Bengal was withdrawn. 

Mr. L. S. Amery, Secretary of State for India, stated in London : 
“Whatever transformations or modifications there might be in the future 
constitution of India, the Ruling Princes in India and their able advisers 
were bound to play a very largo part*'. 

The Reserve Bank of India issued a Press communique stating that 
the Bank would shortly issue a Bank Note of the denomination of Bs- fi in 
accordance with the direction of the Central Government. 

The Government of Madras issued orders, re : Press privileges, 
eancolling their earli^^r direction to the Heads of Departments and 
other officers not to give advertisements to them. 

The Central Government prohibited the bringing into British India 
of any document containing any words, signs, or visible reprasentafiUms 
of the nature descTil)ed in Su ;. Sec. (1) of Sec. 4 of the Indian 
Press Act. 

M. Atay, Leader of the Turkish Press delegation, at m Prass Oon- 
feranoe at Rawalpindi, said that the Treaty A il ian ee between Turkey 
and Great Britain htA stabilised Anglo-Tn^eh relatione. 

Mr. Lw 8. Ammry, in reply to Mr. Boreneon, in the Honee of 
Commons re : raising the ban on contact between non-Oonipeae 
re p ee een tativee and Congress leaders, said that as the deeiaim wae 
taken Ivy Government of India, he wae not prepared to inteefare. 

At the AE-India Sikh Youth Conference, in Lahore, Sndar Be^adur 
Uj)sl Bini^ peee id ed. Ha exhorted the Sikh yonthe to jobi the Amy 
in ee mmibeBS ae pfveeiblffi 

1st Tin Kswsb Boeder ef Dacon Mieister te AgiMtaie ead ladotlriet hi a 

Ben year Memgs to the psople of Bengal gave ea mmumm the! there wee ao 

eaeae far anxiaty ngaiding the ilee sKiietioB lo the pi ofi eee ae a wheli. 
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The An-Indie Conniittee of Che Hisda Hdmeebbe met el Oewnpoie. Me 
V, D. Bewker prided. -The OommitCee eC the onteet eoeepted e reeolntlon 
enthoririnK the Preeident Co lelect office-beerere lor Che next yeer. The Com- 
niitee epprored of the nemm proiXMled by Mr. Sevarkar in eonanlCation with 


Mehaaal 


were sele 


end Hir Goknl Ohaod NaranK (Vice-PreaidenU) : Dr. B. 8. Moonie end Mr. 
AahnCoah Lahiry (General ttecretariea; ; and Mr. Ohandra QnpCa Yedalenkar end 
Mr. Q. V. Ketker, (Becretariee). 


tad. Mr. D. N. Wadia, in his presidential address at the 90th Session of the 
Indian Beienoe Congress in Calcutta, made a suggesCiou for prerenting world 
wars in the future. The method Mr. Wadia advoeated was that the supply end 
the free movement of e few ferro-alloys end e few strategic key minersls for 
non-iiidustrlal uses should be controlled by some central organization. 

Allaina Mashriqiie who arrived in New Delhi from Madras exhorted Khaksers 
to work for Hindu-Moslem Unity and said no community would win freedom 
for itself or for the country ^ fighting other communities. 

£z- Premier Allah Ruz as President of the Azad Muslim Board, In a statement 
on the decisions of the Utudu Mahnsabha at Cawiipore» said : *1 appeal to Mr. 
Jinnah at this iuncture to take the initiative in his hands and bring about 
a settlement with the Congress. We. Azad Muslims, welcome ever mote Sot s 
National Government baera on a Congress-League settlement.*’ 


Iii. Mr. N. R Barker, Commerce Memlter of the Viceroy’s Executive ConnolL 
met representatives of a number of Chnmbers of Commerce and Commercial 
Associations at a Conference at the Bengal National Ohamber of Commerce 
In Calcutta, when the food •upt)ly problem was discussed. The Commerce 
Member admitted that the control schemes initiated by the Government had not 
yielded .the results they had expected. It should be appreciated that in the 
absence of any scheme for control, the situation would have been even worse. 

The Xlhief Secretary to the Govern meat of Madras sent to the editors of 
English and Vernacular paters in Madras which did not publish the New Yesr 
Honouss List, the fuMowtug letter am directed to state that at you have 
published the New Year Hououre List, the Government have decided to 
witlmaw the facilities given to your reporters to go over to the secretariat to 
Tioetve copies of Press Communiques, Press Notes and other materials ofl&oially 
rcteased to llic Pi-esa. This decision will take effect immediately.” 


tth. Me. Nidiui Baujan Barker, Oemmeroe Member, Governmeut of India, in hia 
msidential addresa at the 6th Bession of the Indian Btatisiioal Conferaoce in 
Celcuttai etneeedtlie important role played by Btatiatios in modern civilized life. 

The Indian Beience Congress eonelndea its deliberations in Caloutta— Bubjeets 
relatiiig to different br;wiches of thence incdiiding Anthropology and Arohaeoiogy, 


5th. Mr. N. R. Barker. Commerce Member, Government of Indiiu at a meeting he had 
with the Cottimiuee of the Indian Chamber of Commereeb in Oalcutta, stated : 
”if the preaeiii imeltion in respect of foodgimins continued, exporta of food- 
graitts from the i^onniry would be oompietely stopped after Maroh, 194S.” 

In the Central Legislative Aseembly, formula for a politieal eettleiiient was 
Buggeated in a resolution adndtted for diseusiion. 

fifh. A iiotifioation In the Calcutu Gantte etaled that the ban on Khahsani 
in Bengal had been withdrawn. 

The Governmeut of the N. W. F. Province withdrew the ban on Khaksan. 

Dr. P. V. Naidn, Vice Preeident of the All-India Hindu Mahaeabha, expreeied 
the view iu Madras* that the Britiah governaeni must imzsedlately eooeede the 
demand for the eonatitatioa of n Netlonal government lor India, that they 
auat not eneouiege any proposal emanatiag froiU any party, whatevw ita 
isspprtanoe might h^ leopardialiig the intagri^ of the oonatry. 

The Ooinmittee of Uw Federation of looian Ohambeie of Oommame and 
laduetry, in a oomannieafion to the Govemesent of India exprewed anxiety over 
•’the aertoui ehor tage of doth and the eoneeqnent abaormal riee ia ite piiee 
whiob ia oaoring great haedehliMi to the mniaei in the eonntry.** The Ooaaitlae 
requested them to put an embargo on export of doth till eneh time m enoeih 
•lodg ww$ aeailibM iu the eonutqr to aeil the loenl ~ - 
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OHBOKIOLB OF BVENTB 


71k. Mr. A. K. Ftelul Haqn^ latte of the Prourmivt Ootlitioa Ftrtj In Iht 
Benni LeKialtiiira, in t Pete iteteiiieiit iiifffcwttd oerttlii tltorntliTt ■ohemat 
lo thow xecommendtd by the Baiifftl Ltnd Re?ena« CouiDiMion. 

Mr. L. 8. Amery. Seerettnr of Htate for Indi%^ tpotkiiiK ti t lanoheoo of thb 
Ormett Letga^ given in honour of the Jem Mdh of Ntwtngtr. in London, 
■tid : "Whtterer modifiettione or trtnsformtiiont them might be In the fntam 
oonetitntion of Indie, the Buliiig Princee in Indie end their eble edvlaere wem 
bound to pity t mry lerge pert.* 

•Ui. The Bcngel Aesocietion of Meeter Printer! end Allied Indoetriee in t 




IrMrWflTfT'fh. 


reletae ird. of such production for the use of the 

Oth. The Hon*ble V. 8. Srinivese Sestri, eddreaeing e geth.ering in Mtdrte, 
dedtred thet the greet ideel tbet bed inspired him from the time of his entry 
into politics end which he bed scrupulously tried to preetiM during the course 
of kts public life was to pursue the peth of forbeerence (shenti) end’ not to 
give piece to temper politics. 

Sir Henry, 'i'wyiiem. Governor of C. P.. opening the Lsksbminereyen Institute 
of Technology et I^egpore, \md e tribute to the munificence of the lete Bel 
Behsdur Leksnminereyeti, who donated Rs. 35 lakhs for the Institute. 

Dr. T. 6. Rajan. ez-Miiiister, commenting on the Medrea Government*! .action 
in withdrawing Press privileges from nowspepers, observed: “It is a silly 
expression of impotent anger against the popular press by the Midras 
Government.** 

The Government of Orissa issued a Press Note addressing all Oriyas, who 
left Iheir employment in OHlcutta following the air raids on the Oily, to letum 
there as soon as posaible in ilicir own interests. 

iOCh. The General Council of file Anjuman bimnyat-i Idlam, Ijahore, at a meeting 
unanimously resolved to comineiivtrate the* memory of the late Sir Bikander 
Hyat Khan by (a) building a ‘"Sikaitder Hatr in the falamic College for fdrle 
end lb) by founding Btr Bikandar Military Academy in the Idlamin College for beys. 

lllfc. Sir Jogendra Bitigb. Member for Education, Health 4ind Lands, at a Press 
Conferenoe in New Delhi, reviewing the xesuits oT tlie ''grow more food* 
campaign, gave figures to indicate that the im^ease oif 7*6 million acres under 
rice and niUleia, which was set as the goal for the previcoa year, Jiad bemi 
achieved. 

Sir Axixul Baque, the High Gommiasiooer for India in a broadcast from 
London^ made an ap|)eal to the people of Rrilain to help the victims of te 
Cyclone, which occurred in Mido spore In B. W. Bengal. 


13th. Mr. Jayatliram, Chief Secretary to ilic C. 1*. Government at a special Pmss 
ConfcrcDce at Nsepur, siiiioiinced the news of a setilemem between Professor 
Bhansall and Uie C. P. Government, leading to the former undertaking to brosk 


his fast 

Mr. Jayathram sskl that the order issued under the Defence of India 
Rules banning publication of all news about Professor Bbsussii on December, 
1042, had been withdrawn. 

Mr. N. R. Barker, Commeroe Member, uovemment of India, Itad discussiono in 
New Delhi, with the Assam Governor, Sir Andrew Clow, in regard to the food 
portion in Assam vis-a-vIs the disposal of the province's surplus of 4ft000 tons 
of rice. 

Her Highness the Dowager Maharani Ga]araia fiahiba of Gwalior psaasd 
away at Gwalior at the age of 49. 

ISth. The Directorate of Civil Supplies, Government of Bengal, drew up a com- 
prebenaive schtee for the distnbution of sugar In Calcutta and the dietriete Of 


TSe^Qovemment of Orisea issued a Press Mote on ike damage caused by the 
Cydone in Purl dietrict on November 15, 1942, 

14lh. Sir Msnriee Halleit the Governor of the United Provincse, eddreeeing Uio 
•ning sessioD of the Central Advisory Board of Edneatioa at Ln^now, stressed 
neation's part In post-war nconatruetlon and the importanoe of dls^ine in 
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IMi. Tbe BcMTYe Bftnk of Indio ioined the following Prat Cominiiniqiie 
**Tlio Bcimo fionk of Indio will obortly iotne from ito loioo Offices in Indio o 
Bonk note of tbe denominotion of Bo. 2 in oecorclonce with the direction of the 
Oentrol Government in terms of the provioioDs of Bee. 24 of the Beierve Bonk 
of IndU Act ( 11 of 1834 ). ^ ^ 

The Government of Benfcol decided to toke o cenens of the oreo of lend under 
enltivoUon of vsfions crops in the province ond olso their viclds in 1943-44, in 
order to find the exset scope '*of the grow more food** compsign in tbe province. 

H. E. Bir Roger Lumiey, Governor of Bombay, gave on oaauronce in Bomboy, 
ofter his return from New J>clhi. thot ollotments of food were mode to Oombny 
province from other provinces which, providcil they were fulfilled, should keep 
Bomboy both in tbe city os well os in the districts well upto April. 

16th, Mr. V. D. Savarksr. President of tlie All-Indio Hindu Mohosohho nomi- 
noted the followitig to he members of the Working Committee : Mr. Oulob 
Ohond Hirochond, Mr. A. B. Dhide, Mr. B. V. Gogle oud Mr. Ansud Piiyaji. 

17tb. Mr. K. M. Mnttehi, delivering the inougnrol address of the Nagpur Press 
Club, said: Tlie cry of Pakistan was created, fostered afid stimulHted by the 
British Government for its own (>urpoHC8 and it will be utter sclf-dcluBion that 
the Hindu Muslim fwoblem is a hicnl one crr-aled i>y us arid that we can 
■olve it. My own view is that we should refuse to he bullied by anybody, 
whether in this country or outside, into concrdtng ariytldiig which will in any- 
way militate against the unity of the country**. 

16th. The Government of Bomba^r served on order, under the Criminal low Amend- 
ment Act, on liiicliro] and Co. iiutmoting them that, the Government intend to 
forfeit Bs. 70,(X<J beltcved to be funds belonging to the All- India Congress 
Committf^e deported with ilte liindiistnn t^iigur Mills Ltd., in the t!!fitspur 
District, U. P.-^ltschurs) uiid Co. were ibe managing agents of the mills. 

Tbe Moii*ble Ur. fi K, Amliidksr. presiding over the hundred and first 
anniversary of tbe late Mr. Maliadev Govinda Ksnade at Poona, declared : 
I honestly think that only Kniitdc's poliiiesl philosophy can help us to break 
the desdloek and march on**. 

Two resolutions were tabled by Hir Zisuddin Ahmed dealing with Food and 
Price Control to be dtscussed in tbe Budget session of the Ceutrol Assembly. 

letk; llie 1st reimrt issued liy the Oivil Defence H.Q. Bengal, on information 
received from combined H.Q. Eastern India, stated : *'A small formation of 
enemy bombers attacked the Oalc.utta area between 2],U0 hrs. and ^2,U0 hrs. 
on January 19*’. 

Urgent stmis wore taken by the Bengal Qovernir.eiit to relieve tbe cool supply 
position in Calcutta. 

on emergiuit mreting of tbe Executive Committee of tbe Indian Lsiiguages 
Newstiapcro Association in Bombay, Government’s iutrntion to effect a cut in the 
newipriot oupply for 19fH was critieixed.— Mr. Amriialal Beih presided. 

Mth, *lha Nawab Baliadur of Dacca, MiuUter for Agriculture and Industries, at 
a Presa Conference In Calcutta, aBiioiineed tbe decision of Uie Government of 
of l^iigal to set up an organisation of selected importera and disfrihutcirs 
througnoiit Bengal to ensure equitable diatrihiition over the whole province at 
fair pricee of essential commoditiea im|iorted at known prices. 

following tbfr commnairatiou announcing the restoration of Press privileges 
to newepapera from which they stood witlidrawn, the Government of Madras 
itaued ordera eaneclling tlieir earlier dlreotion to the Heads of Departments and 
othar oAcen not to give adverUsemeata to them. 

Slal« Mr. L, 8. Agiery said In the Booae of Commona that Uie queetion of 
ihippliig wheat to India to tide over until the new crop wae available, wee being 
omwtly coneideied by the Britiah Government. 

Tbe eighth eesaioii of the National Defence Conncil opened at the Viceroy’a 
Honaab New DMhi.— the Hon’ble the Home Member presented n brief review of 
the intemal situation which wae followed by a diacumon* 

At a Conference between Mr. Booeraet Butler. Controller of Foodgraine Pnrehaaa^ 
Qovarnmani of India and aoine rapreaenlative businesamen of Calcutta, in tba 
premleei of Bengal Chamber M Commerce^ queedone relating to the Government 
•eheme lor maintaining food aunply in tba country were disenaaed. 

Mr. If 8. Amary, in reMy to a queation in the Bones of Commons, ra : 
nltet work la Bengal, aaid ^-*Tor tba , organisation of relial tha affimted am 
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bM InnUi di?ided into 64 dreles, etch oirela In ebarga of a fnlMIma fdlal ( 

who placaa and eo-ordinataa tha work of the Go?arn«iettl; Tolnntarf raliaf workm 
and xalioi of orKnoiiationa. The latter ara undwrtaking tha dietrihuuon of ianadiata 
gratttitoiia raliaf with food, clothing and other neoaMidaa, while tha Qovarnaant 
attend to lona-terin relief, euch aa foana to rebuild hottaee, reorgaiiieing bnaineaa 
and tha purchana of cattla and agrientinral implementa**. 

2tad. jnie Government of India, in order w> relieve low-paid cetabliehmeiita. decided 
to liberaliee, with effect from the let Jannarjv 1943, the denriieae allowanca 
ecbeme for Gentral Government eeivant^ oUier tlien railway eni|»io>t'ea. 

Tha Central Government prohibited tha bringing into Britieh India of any 
document containing any worda, aigna or vbible repreeciitationa of the nature 
daacfibed in Bub Beo. (1) of Bee. 4 of the Indian Preae Act. 

The immediate cloture of aehoola in the city aud auburbe without any ehaiiea 
of revival uiileea Governniaiit came forward with dnaneial help wae viauaJiaed 
in a reaolutioD adopted at a Oonferenea of Heade of varhiue school in OalouUa. 

SM. Mr. O. Beiagofelachari, addreeeing a Confarence convened by the Bladraa 
Yonth Council, in Madras, to diaouea problems eonneeled with National Govern- 
maot and National Defence azplalnad his propoaale for a Congreea-Iisagne 
aettlemeiit. 

Mth. The Jam Sahib of Nawanagar, one of Indla*e repreaentativee on the Britiab 
War Cabinet, arrived at Karachi* 

The National Defence Council met at the Vieeroy*e House, New Dellii, H. K 
tha Viceroy presided. The 0. in 0. reviewed the war situation. The policy of 
the Government of India in relation to the daarncea allowanca waa explained by 
Dr. Ambedkar and diacuaeed. 

Mr. M. A. Jiiinah addrtflMing a meeting of tha Mualim Federatioti in Bomhny, 
declared : "The Imy to rfeolvitig the present deadlo<*k primnrily reate with 
Mr. Gandhi and tha Coiigrraa leadexa : if they ahow real and genuine deaire It 
la Doaeible to aolve the problem*'. 

Malik Khiaai Hyat Khan Tiwana. the Punjab Premiar, wea niianimouily 
elected leader of the Punjab Uaioniat Pkrty at the lat meeting of the Party at 
Lahorsi 

'i'ba Government of Oriaea advised the riee and paddy cuUivatore not to 
dispose of their ealtpable stocka o€ rice and |>acMy to private siHwnlative buyers as 
thow persons aeiieraJly offered unduly low prices whereas the (^tral Government 
would make big purcmec at reaaoiiabla pricea nnder the Central Porchaaea 
Scheme. 

ttth. Mr. N. B. Bitrker, Commerce siid Food Mcnilier, Ooverument uf India, 
aiwakiiig at a P rest Conference in New Delhi, announetd Lliat "in ordtr to 
provide earlv relief for the wbeui cliortsge, the Governinent have arranged fur 
aubataiiiial fmporta of wheat during the coming .3 months”. 

A meeting of the Bind Cabinet was held at Karachi to consider the Govern* 
meiit of India order lifting price enntrvil on wheat. 

Bia Excellency Sir Maurice Unllett, Governor of U. P., eiieektng at an A. K. 
P. lally at Benares, said: "I do not pretend to he a military cxiwrt, but U 
'may well be that Ja|«ii, if driven out of the tslaiidf of the Pacino t^can, will 
eouccnirale her fonwa on an attack against India. 'Jliat attack will fall, lint 
there may be much 'blood, toil, tears aud aaeat’ before it is defeated ; we must 
be pnpaiwl to meet it**. 

Ifc. Ilic oontrihutiona of the late Sir Oooroodae Baiiei jce to Bengali educational 
and cultural life were recalled at a public meeting in Caleuita. Dr. Sbyama 
Pfoaad Mukho^ presided. . . 

84 persons including 12 women were arrested at Chanpati (Bombay) where 
a crowd liad collei‘ted to bold a meetlDg in connexion with the Independence Day. 

A Bengal Government Piece Note CMid : "Now that toe Government of 
India baa atinonneed the policy of Central purchase Of foodgrains and the de- 
control of ibe«wholciale |•ri^e of wheats it ia iKieaible for the Bengal Government 
to announce its eorreBpQDding policy*. , ^ . 

llie under-Beeretaxy of State for India, the Earl of Munster, when asked m 
toe Noute of Lords about "the lamink situation in India**, fakl : "ihe food 
eitiiatiou In India is difficult but it ia not a faiiiU(.e aituaUou. The ahoitage 
afota ouly urban and a few rural areas". 
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IL At§j, Imdn ol Um TorkWi Pmt dtleisAtte •! • Fm OonfavoM at 
BMPalpindi. daolarcd : "Hit Tmtf iSbiiMMweni Tnrl^ asd 0 m* E ritelii 
bM itMiliied Analo-Tarldth raialiont and U wtlt inflaeoee nc* oafy tin 
poaitta io the lliddia Kate for 0^ war bat alao fhe ooniag pioldM of v 
and Hn t^od followi^ the peaoe agraemaiit**. 

cSoiiell hdd ita a^on in tha Oooaril Cha»1iaK 


Tba ^rafaoeoro Oooiieir hdd 

Tfinadraai* Sir C. P. Baaaawaod Aiyar, Dawa& fircaidaBt^ waa in the abalr. 

Nh. Mr. Abmij waa adnd in tba Honae of Coutniooa by Mr. Somaoa (Laboar) 
to laiaa tba ban on eontaet batwoen Mon-Oonmaa repraaantatiffi and Ckmgraaa 
laadora to anable tham to diaooaa poadbla politieal dotalopniaBtap-Mi^. 
Aaiary replied : **DaeidoQ in tbia matter waa taken by tba Gofemmant 
of India and I aaa no raaaon to oak tham to teaooiidor it 
Mr. Amciy replying to qncationa n^sarding food diortaga, reeallad tba Oofan- 
amnl of Inoia’a atatamant that if hoardad atoeka eouGl ba got on the BNurkat 
and Idrly dlatrlbatad« there waa llttla danger of the p^e having to go 
aarionaty abort 

Sardar Sant Singh, in a raaolution admitted for diaeuadoa In the Oantral 
iaamab*/, auagaatad the temadon of a Committee of the Cantaal Aaaembly 
and the Connaif of State to eaamina the gfideia of Oontrol of the neaaaaaiiaa of 
Ufa and report by the atlddla of March on how to ananie an eqaitabla dlatribn* 
lion of thoaa artidea. 


Twenty membara of 
reaponaible 


an alleged levolntionary gang, who aoeording to the 
for a nomber of homo oairigea in ‘ 


fiavoB Jayatilaka, Ceyion Oovemment repreientatife in India, tewaidad 
to Govemmant tha of tba Government of India, rdaiiog to hie 
Govemmant'a rcqnaat for 20,000 Indian li^urara for rabbet plantatlona. 
b. A aarica of raadationa ware paaaad by tha Working Commilla of tha Bengal 
Ploviacial Mnalim Longnei which mat at KiahoragnnL By one leaointlon, &a 
Oommlitca proteatod agalnat the manner in wmeh **the Government are 
delating aleotlona to foa aaata rendered vaaant by the death of Mnalim 
membara of tba Lagialatnie*’. It waa aaaerted that tbia delay waa 'Vine to tba 
iaar tlmt the Minlatiy haa of being defeated at tba dmtiOBa.’’ 

A pieaa Kota aaid, **Oonaletently with the policy (d fair baying and honaat 
aalling, the Govemmeat of Bengal nave allowed a omall 4nar«aa in the mazlmam 
pilaea of yag er in Oalentta,*’ 

Varioaa matfera raiatliig to the ootton testOa indoatry in Bengal were die- 
aoeaad by Mr. D. N. Obaudhori, in hie praaidential adoraaa at the annnal 
ganmaal meeting of iLa Bengal Millowaari' Anoelatioa in Oaloatta. 

Piolraaor N. Oangnlae. commenting on thcretatemrat made by Mr. Amaiy. 
Saoreiary of State, Uiat there waa no famine and no wldcaprcad mvalanoa of 
food abortaga in India, aaid : **Britleb pnbiSo ia atill ignorant oite tma foiA 
altaatfbn in India and whatever newa from India haa eoma conolnaivaiy on 


that Mr. Amary waa wroog.** 

A Gaaatta EitreordUiaiy anoouacad that Sia Panjab Govenimant anncalled 
thahr order of September, m2, icqniriiw all printare, pabliehen, and editova of 
nawaiwpera and iieriodlcala, publlahca in tha PuDjab, to aabmit bafora pobiiaa- 
Son for aerutiny, to the Spaeial Piaaa Adviaer, Lahora. 

Sardar Bahadur USal Singh, ii. a., praalding over the All-In^ Sikh 
Youth ConferendiB hela in Lahore, made a call to the Sikh Toutha to Join tba 
military in ai large Dunil>arfe at poeaible. 

At tha All-India Sikh Youth Oonferanca which concluded in Lahore, a 
daeialpD to take a " rafcieiiduin on tha queation of lediairibuiton of tha 
boundarlei of the Punjab with a view to catabiiahing **Aiad Panjab** waa taken. 


Febmary 1943 

Hi, Hiehnen the of BikuMr died ia Somliay. 

Lala Hnni Cband dmbelTi, a Cbagres, member of tbe Panjab AnemUy, 
placed (be Congtera view-pomt regarding tba pditioal dtnation in 
India before Hr. 'Willfam Pbiliipa, Pkeeidant BooMrdt’, Fwaonal Hnroy. - 
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Sir Baioo JoymIilalEft, the Oeylon Gbvminmt's rspcotenteiiT#, 
obsenrad : and Oeylon oumot afford to be bad friende/' 

Mr. Frank B. Anthony, President-in«ebief of the An^o-Indian 
and Domioiled European Aaeoeiatlon, en^ldiaHiaed at^ Bangalore, the 
neoopeity ior the Anglo-Indiana to face the economic and political 
Iffoblema in a spirit of stern realism 

Mahatma Gandhi deoid«)d to « undertake a fast of three woeks 
duration from the 10th. of February. 

The Secretary of State for India, Mr. L. S. Amery In jinswer 
to Mr. Vernon Bartlst, said that conditions in India were not 
famine conditions 

Plans for a memorial in Britain to Dr. Bahindra Nath Tagore 
were discnseed by she executive committee of the Tagore Society. 

The Central Le^lative Assembly passed Mr. Baijnath Bajoria's 
adjonmni mt motion censuring Oovemmont on their Paper Control Order. 

Mr. N. B. Barker, Fo^ Member, replying to Mr. K G Noogy, 
salid in the Central legislative Assembly : The Government of India 
are not committed to the supply of any specific quantity of iiodstnffs 
to Ceylon. 

Messages urgtog the release of Mahatma Gandhi wore sent to 
the Viceroy by several leading Indian merobants and business 
organisations in the country. 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, a new party to be oallod 
^Tha Bengal Parliamentary Labour Party" was to be formed. 

In the Bengal Assembly, Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hiiq, fore-shadowod 
taxtatioD in his Budget mtimates for the year 1943 -44. 

A Press Communique from New Delhi stati^d : '*Tha Hon. Sir 
BL P. Mody, S3.B., the Hon. Mr. N. B. Barker and the Hon. Mr. M. B. 
Aney having tendered their resignations of the oflioe of members 
of ^ Governor-g'3nerart? Executive Council, H. K. the Governor 
geosttl has accepted their resignations." 

Sir James l^ylor, K. 0. 1. B., Governor of the Beserve Bank of 
India, ^ed in Bombay. 

A joint statement i<>sued by Mr. M. S. Aney, Mr. N. B« 
Barker and Sir H. P. Mody observed, inter alia : '^Cortain differences 
arose on what we regarded as a fundamental issue (the isHue of the 
action to be taken on Mahatma Gandhi’s fast), and we felt we could 
no loagar retain our offices." 

The Bengal Legislative Council passed a resolution requesting 
the Bengal Government to move the Government of India for the 
immediate and nnconditional release of Mahatma Gandhis 

Mi. V. D. Savarkar, President of the Hindu Mahasabha suggasted 
that a national appeal to Matotma Gandhi himself be made to 
break his fast. 

The Private Secretary to the Viceroy sent a reply xo Sir Tei^ 
Bahadur Sapru, who communicated the Leaders* Conference resolution 
urging Mahatma Gandhi’s unconditional release to Lord linltthgow, 
which stated inter alia : *Tbe attitude of the goveroment of India 
in the matter of Mr. Gandhi's last is set out clearly and in detail 
in the communique which they issued on Feb, 10." 

At a meeting of the Working ObffitplUee of the All Parties 
Sikh Conference in Lahore, under the presidentship of Sardar Bsldeo 
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Singh, it was decided to s«Eid a ^ Megram to His EzoelleBey tlia 
Viceroy urging the immediate unconditional release of Mahatma Oandhi 
in the inti^est of peace and future relations of Great Britain and India. 

An 86 pago booklet entitled : ‘‘Congress Besponsibility for the 
Disturbances, 1942-48,*' related the troubles which foUowed “the Sanc- 
tioning of a mass movement by the A. I. 0 0 on Aug 8, 1942." 

In the Bengal Le^slative Assembly, Dr. Nalinakshya Sanyal 
raised a point of constitutional importance when^ he saught a ruling 
from the chair, as to whether the House had a right to know what 
advice a Minister bad tendered to the governor in relation to a 
particular matter. 

1st Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President of the All-India Muslim League, in an address 
to the students of the Ismail College, Bombay, emphasising the Muslim League’s 
demand for Pakistan vis-a-rls the political deadlock in the country, declared 
that it waa a matter of commotisense that if the two principal partiea made 
eombiiied efforts then the British goreriiment would yield. 

Mr. Bajiigopalachari, speaking at the Rareiishaw College Commemoration Day 
celebrations at Cuttack, said that whenever the question of Pakistan was raisea, 
there was opimsition to it on the ground that it would break the unity of 
India. He wnnted people not to get confused about the word unity. 

The annual conference of the Behar Provincial Muslim licague, held at Patna, 
passed resolutions drawing the attention of the Government to the shortage of 
small coins and demanding the exemption of Muslims from collective resimn- 
sihility in reB|.»ect of damage caused during the disturbances in the Province. 

The following were elected ofhee-hearers of the Central Administration of the 
European Associations for 1943 — President— Mr. 0* P. Landsnit, ii. L. A. 
(Central) ; Vioe-Presidents, Mr. M. A. F. Hlrtral, M. L. A. (Calcutta), and 
Mr. W. J. Witliams ( Bouth India ) ; Uon. ISeoretary, Mr. R. B. Aathua 
(Calcutta). 

gad. His Highness the Alaharaja of Bikaner passed away after a short illness at 
his residence at Bikaner House in Bombsy. 

Mr. L. B. Amory, Becretaiy of Ptate for India and Bnnua, in a written 
answer to a parllanieiiiiiry question outlined plans for the re-eatsblishmeiit of 
Dormol life in Burma after the eviction of the Japanese. 

An India Command Joint War communique atated from New Delhi : **0d the 
Aiiam Front our forward patrols are now operating in the Town area in the 
Upper Obiildwin District," 

Mr. 0. P. Landson. (chairman) addressing the ordinary annual meeting of the 
Calcutta branch of tlie £tirO)>eaD Asaociation, held in Calcutta, referrra to the 
Indian political problem and said that^ Uie Association felt that cunstitnUonal 
changes should be held in abeyance during the period of the war. 

Among non-official rcaoliitions ballottcd for diaouaslon in the Central Asaembly 
on Feb. 18, were two, in one of which Fkndit Nilkantha Daa urged immediate 
atetw to implemeot the Federal part of the government of India Act and in the 
other, Mr. K. 0 Neogy recommended the euapensloo of the Central Legialature. 

Dr. 6. 8. Moonje, in a press Interview In New Delhi, suggested an **nn- 
official army" oLl»100,0Q0 Indiana—* lakh from each province to he trained by 
the ^vemment bf India, particularly in guerilla warfare, to stand as a aeeond 
line of defence behind the 6ghting forces. This unofficial army, he added, 
would be need to maintain order in the country in timee of emergency. 

M. 8a^ of the Turkish Press Mission, epeaking at a Innohaon in OalsiittB, 
said : **In the oouraa of our sQiourii in the country, it has been poasibla lor na 
to go and come in contact with toe people nod appreciate the entire .dvQhiation 
of rndia, old ae well aa new." 

Mr. William PhilUj^ President Booaevelt’a Personal Bnvpy, arrived at 
Lahore on a week’s visit to the Paa]ab. 

M. M. Atay, leader of the Turkish Pcaas delegation, feplyiDg to an addiaaa of 
weloome by the Mayor of Oalcntta, paid a handsome tribute to India’e wer eftut. 

Dr. SyM Abdul Latif, in a atatement to the Pieaa at Hyderabad, made an 
app^ to the Muslim League leaden to oome to an agnemjuit with the Oougron 
and the Britiah Qoveroment to solve the impaiee in Indin. 
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Kill & Birtnniirt, m. l, (Cantnl) wm <nd«nd . lb be idcaied b; Oe 
gofcnattti of Modru oo nodieol groondi. 


Mgardine the political situation in India was placed^ 
Mom Mr, William Phillips, President RooMreIt*s Personal Kuvoj, by Lala 
Doni <%aiid Ambal?i. a Oongrem member of the Punjab Assembly. 

Mr. N. R. Barker. Oommeroe Member, Government of India, when he met the 
(kimmittfie of the Association of Indian Industries in Bombay, declared : 
Export of foodgrains from India has been consIdeDibly curtailed during recent 
months and imports came to less than three days* rice oonsumprion of India. 


ath. Bir Baron Joytilaka, the Ceylon Gdvernmeiit's represcntarive in Delhi, oh* 
eerved : “India and Ceylon cannot afford to be on bad terms.** 

Of the 11 adjournment motions tabled for the opening day of the Central 
LegislatiTe Assembly, 4 sought to raise a debaie on the food iiosition. Iliey 
were tabled by Sardar Sant Singh, Mr. K. C. Neogy, Mr. G. V. DmhmuU 
and Mr. B. Banerjea. 

Bir Tenant Sloan, Adviser to the Governor of the United Pruvincee, at a 
Press Conference at Lucknow, said that a considerable number of persona de- 
tained under Rules 26 and 120 had already been released and it was the policy 
df Government to release such persons as soon as their further detention was 
considered to be unwarranted. 


etk. The Executive Committee of the Sind Journalnt Association requested the 
Government to withdraw the order served on the editor of the Stnd Observer 
“directing him to submit editorial com men ts for pre-c<iiMurshtp for a month. 

The JSatioiialiat Party in the Benual Lcuislative Assemhly decided u> send a 
representative for inclusion in the Bengal Cuoiiiet to till the vacancy caused by 
thq resiguathm of Dr. Bhynma Prusad idukher)i. 

Mr. Frank B. Anthony. Prcsidentdn-chief of the Anglo* Indian and Domiciled 
EurO|«an Association, aadre&siug a public meeting at BangHlore, emphasised the 
necessity for the Anglo-Indian community to face the economic and |)olitical prob- 
lems, that would confront them in an India whii‘h was soon going to be free^ 
in a spirit of stern realism, and to formulate their future |>olicy accordingly. 

Till. Mr. M. N. Roy* at a meeting in Calcutta, on the occasion of the observanoa 
of “Peoples Freedom Day**, explained **the fiindameiiial piinciples of a genuinely 
democratic constitution giirau teeing to the people of India the freedom tbay 
need.** 

Dr. K. liskshmanswamy Mudaliar, Vice-Chancellor of Madras University, in 
bis address on the occasion of rhe annus] fiiun<ier*s day of Anuamalai Uni- 
versity, refuted the criticism tiiat Indian Universities bad failed to fulfil their 
pnrpoae and the higher education as imparted in India bad not turned a suocess. 


filh. Bir John Herbert^ Governor of Bengal, visualised the part that the Rota- 
riaiis the world over would play in achieving “a world ideal of brotherhood 
of mao. In sharp contrast to the selfish objectives of Axis nations.*’ 

Mr. N. U. Sarlwr, Member for Food and Commerce addreseing the 2nd. 
mee^g of the Food Advisory Council, in New J>elhi, said that the statistical 
position of food crops of the year, though not quite satisfactory, was not auch 
aa to justify any undue alarm or panic. ........ 

Proposals for the renewals of grants during Oie year 1943*44 for the develop- 
ment of the handloom, Bericulture in small scale and cottage woolen indus- 
tries were approved by the Btanding Finance Committee at ita meeting heM 
in New Delhi. Bir Jeremy Raisman. the Finance Member, presided. The 
giaats agreed to amounted to Rs. 5 lakhs in the ease of the 1st. and to Ba. 1 
lakh mcB in the eaae of the 2nd. and Srd. 


tth. Mr. M. A. Kaimni gave notice of an adjournment motion In tim Ccntiil 
Aaaemblj to diaeuM the Government of India’s “failure to toke the Ifglelatttini 
into eonftdenoe in reepeot of very* important landa of the country lor whleh 
th. Gmtaor-iMiml to eoapeUed to toaoe oidinonoM^ 

Or. P. tebbM^M, totmor HodcM Uintotor. in • Pm •Utemnt ando n 
appmi to Mr. Jinnah to toko ntepo to eod tke poUtied dMdIoek in tho eonntey. 


ISh. Mitaton AffiAma to ttndectnka n fmt of Uu«a tradin' dnntion {RMn 

UMh of lionnrv.— A Goromment of India Fmm Ooramnnlone iMod in 
pit oonnootton mi Oiat it waa to be a foot aMOtdinR to caiwd^ aad tete 
llahataMi Gandhi prapoaid to add Jnieta od dtroa fmit to mter to Bahatho 
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eoiiditkm vp to thif oftemoon ^-''AltiioQgli Mr. GtndU had • total of 1 liiiiuni 
•loop ho io not rofrooliod nor monthly ofort. rTbim in Other irfhnrm of 
mromin which liorogrcioi?o. nhe heart action io fOobler. '^Aniiety aa to hie 
condition deepena. Sd. Dr. M. D. D. Gilder* MaJ. Gen. R. H. Oaodii Dr. B. 0. 
Boy* Lt Ool. M. Q. Bhandari. Dr. Bnebila Nayat A Lt. OoL B. Z. Bhah.” 

A Joint otatement ieeaed by Mr. M. B. Ancy* Mr. N. B. Barker and Bhr 
H. P. Mody aaid **Oar reeignatione from the Qo?ertior-Geueral*e Oonncil bare 
been annonneed and all that we decire to do ie to aay by way of explanation 
that certain dtfferbncfo aroie on what we regarded ai a fundamental leane 
(the ieeiie of the action to be taken on Mahatma Oandhi’a feat), and we lelt 
we could no longer retain odr oiBc^ We with to place on record our 
appreciation of the courteay and conaideration the Viceroy had extended to no 
throughout the period during which we had the privilege of being 
with him in the Government of the country.** 

In the Central Legislative Assembly. Sir Edward Benthall, Transport Member, 
in reply to Sir Ziauddin Ahmed declared that the p^aical damage caused to 
railway Miseta on the B. and N. W. Railway and E. I. Railway as the result of 
‘ the political diatitrbancea amounted in round figures to Ka. 16 lakhs and Ro. 
14 lakha respectively. 

In the Bengal L^alative Oouncil. a supplementary demand for a grant for 
the current year amounting to over Ra. 3 crorea was presented by Sir. A. K. 
Faalttl Huq. 

Mr. L; B. Antery, in answer to a question in the House of Commons, aaid : 
**I am content to leave the question of interviews with Mr. Gandhi to the 
discretion of the Government of India.** 

Itih. The Bombay Government issued a communique re : Mahatma Gandhrs 
health, which stated inter alia : **lbere io little change in the general coudition 
eaeept increasing weakness.'* 

About 2CX) leaders, Hindu, Muslim. Parsi and British from all parta of the 
eountry met in New Delhi to give expression, as Mr. C. Rajagopalachari said, 
"to the feeling in thia country that Mahatma Gandhi ahonid be enabled to 
end hie last.** 

The drafting Committee of the Conference adopted a reeoluUoo urging the 
leleaee of Mahatma Gandhi and in view of the reports received ahoot hie 
health, the committee reeolved to send the draft resolution to the Viceroy for 
immediate action. 

The Bengal legislative Council passed a resolution requesting the Bennl 
Government to move the Government of India for the immediate and uocoimU- 
tlonal release of Mahatma Gandhi, 

In the Central Legislative Assembly, during the general debate on the 
Railway Budget. Sir Ziauddin Ahmed auggested that the railways were being 
run neither as a purely bueiness concern nor as a purely public utility 
concern but es a mixture of both and aa one or the other ecoording ns 
the Government liked. 


ak. Mr. V. D. Baverkar. President of the Hindn Mahaaabha. enggeeted. "a 
national appeal to Mahatma Gandhi himself to brenk hie fast^ the only way 
now. which b likely to prove more eflhotive than any o&er to lave his life/* 

The Bombay Government ieeued the following cornmnnique about 
GandhiW oonaition : **Mr. GnndhiW condition haa changed coneldanibly for Brn 
werae. Hie condition ia very grave. (Bd). Dr. B. C. Roy. MaJ-Gen. B. A 
OuNiy. Dr. M. ^ D. Gilder, Dr. B. Nayar, Lt. Ool. M. G. BImndiiH, Lt o£ 
13. Z. Bhah.** 

The Private Beeeetary to the Vieeroy eenl the foUowing luply Io Sir Thi 
Bahadur Bapm. who communicated the LMeie* Conferenee reaolnticn wW 
Mahatma Onimlb nndhnditlmial lelenae to X^ Linlithgow **Hia IhraeMm 
neka me to aay that ha haa leeeivcd and eonaidered the iwolQtloa adoplM 


by ^ eonfeienoe under yont ehairmenahiiv of wbkh yon were good SMih 

to send him a copy today. The altitoie of the Govemmenl of InSn hiflS 

mnlleK of Mr. Onndhi*e feet la set out dearly and la detail ia the eommaaiano 
whiehthwirnttedonFeb. la** —"w-mwaiqun 

At the LMdeia* Oonference la New DelhL Dr. M. B. Jnyakai; moviag the 
MMllMiM ffl «• 

M«MM* ol Miwm Md jMlkt. # W 
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tilt nil BooiImv Ooncnaent iiiaid • eomoimitM iMIm that Mih i tw i 
GmAI wm mtMmdy weak and if tba faM «u aot mdcd wilboak dday, It 
miirM b6 too Ute to oovo hio life. 

Bir Te) Beliednr €of)rtt, at a Preea CoafereDce la New Dethi, aald : * We 
•houtd be piepared for the wont hot 1 ehoald ?ery etroaglj deiweoate any 
demoneiratiofi leading to the duiturbance of the peace.*' 

Tbe dtandiDg Committee of the l>adert* Conference held a discneelon in 
» New Ddbi, 6tr Te) Bahadar Saprii preaiding, on tbe Viceroy** reply to the 
reMdiition paeeed by the conference with regard to tlie requeat for tbe releaee 
of Mahatma Gandni. and onanimouaty approved a cable to be cent to tbe 
Frime Miniater, Mr. Churchill. •* 

The annual meeting of the Niimtamatic Society of India waa held at Jaipur. 
Sir Mirza lamail. Prime Minuter, Jaipur, delivered the inaugural addreea. 

At a meeting of the Working Committee of the All-Pariiea* Sikh Conference 
held at Lahore, under the preaidcntehtp of Sardar Baldeo Singh, Development 
Miniater, Pun)ab, the aituation created by Mahatma Gandhi'a fact waa diaonaaed. 
The meeting decided to aend a telegram to Hia Szcellenov the Viceroy 
urging the^immediate unconditional reteaae of Mahatma Qandbi in the Intereata 
' of peach and future relatione of Great Britain and India. 

y gmi. The doctor'a report on Mahatma Gandhi'a condition atated that he rallied 
from a criaia and.elept for about 54 hra. 

The Bengal Legialative Council had a brief aeaaion when the exoeaa demande 
for a grant of about Ra. 50,000 for 1940-41, preaented to tbe Nouae by Mr. 
Ai K* Azlttl Uuq. at an earlier meeting came up for conaideration. 

An 86-page booklet entitled “Congreea Beaponaibtliiy for tlie diatnrbanceai 
1942-43** related the troublea which followed “the aanctioiiiug of a maaa 
movement by the A. I. C. C. on Aug. 6, 19I2.** mu* n 

“The *'Uanelutst€T Cuardtan^\ in the courae of a leader on Mahatma Gandhi, 
laid : “What the India Government and cur government have to eonaider ia not 
merely the barren queation aa to who ia leaimDaible for the diaerdtm of laat 
autumn, bnt the queation aa to what sort of India with what new and harder 
problema to aolve wMl face ue iff Mr . Gandhi di^^* .i,. ^ 

llie Central Legialative Aeaembly concluded diaonaaion on the motion moved 
by Mr. K. R. Barker, ''tkat the aituatiou in thia country aa regarde food, 
drnga a^ the production and diaiributlea of atandird cloth be taben Into 

*“l?*the^’gd AiKiaWy, « pwat ot jmportMce wM 

niMd by Dr. Niaiii.k.iiy. 8.ny*l mUm M w«iht oj • rairt ot ord.r. • 
niUne the d>.ir, m to whether .the houee byd e riitht to taow whet 

MlviM * Minieter bed tendered to tl«e Komimr m relnuon to « i«rtieutu wetter. 

The Council of Steie held n K«»erel dacueeioe on the reilwny budBet-Sir 
Edward Bendiatl referred to ^ the mnnuf^te of leownolfTW fn Indi^ wd 
eeid that tbe Gorerninent bed ^ iwM^tnw theni to 

He referred to the recommendationa of the Humphrey-nSriuivaaaD Commitiea. 

M Tbe report on Mehelme OandU’e eonditioa etated that ibata wm 

V Kdward th. 

Member. Ooreroment of India, ia the contm ot tto detete on probtome 
poatewai reeonetouotion, indicated tbe poedbility of tailweye tuuaiiH( air 

.Oounci l, Mr. K amtal Ku mar Putt, I^ol lh» 
OoDuteta Fatty, and Khan Bnhndnr Myed HuMiBmaddta HeaMi, 
of the Mudim Uasue Opfoiiuoo, partidpatod in the fanetai diieneiioh 

leedTed telegiami^, fioi^ »«mbet of Amerieana iaeltAac 
Tterl Bn^ iwtinw idm to nee hie Rood edfc i ea to niRe tbe naMmdithmH 
^i oad leopeaing MfodathmaMween Briildi and 

Indian leadeia. 

Tba mrdieal lepoct on. Ma h nt mn aaadhFi eondite i 
OaadU^i Runm*^ condition dio|md n dight ^ 

lSroli«ehliI. lepiy^ to r 

Obmmittoa ni^ng Mnbntmi 
aHnt «l Indin'b 


nhio tent to him. by i 
itmn OanAi'i f 




ns jm/ux aankx^vBEnmxA 

in *m InKMM 


I il taiMfin '4^ 


•B ih$ IbtWHJ 

ilf ttm Oomidl ' ef Sasli, fli» tniw i i t y irIviBy Hit e xt ctt tt y muOirttj b 
fM iuuid In iH Mtttnr j a xe B ni faiit the piMeeoifm el He wir wm tireierd. 

Ik The medkiJ r^wt cm lliihatM Ocadhtk cdsdUieii eceied that he had made 
BO farther proRreea. There oat ao eppraeiehlo fih tmg § fa hk eondiliiott. 

The fiheietarr of State ftir liulie^ Ate; L. Su Awmj, aaeweiiBR farrtiaae la 
the Boaee td uooiaiaML aoiil that the Rchlih Oeetnuataf catfel^ weed aiih 
m of the fi Ofemaieat of ladia aoi la ^id to Hi;. Geadm cArle 


^,,^-^Bc t i e taiy > Mr. Q R'^^Sndl 
ladiaa Anay Jet ol lhJ2 and the- 


to eafhree hie aaeoodItiiMiid' i 

The Beagal LegialatiTe Coaaelf eoaetudadj 
la the Gentnl Ij^elatite AieenMi, the i 
latredoeed a Bill forthca to ameea the 
IndiaB Air Fotee Ael oi 19B2. 

^ Fraycra for *1all thoee deioCed .10 tte aeraiee of Jadk and eepeeWtf te 
Mr. Gandhi** were offered by the lMli^« of Sootlnrork. ae 8c lteHa>-iaHhe<>Mdk. 

Mr. N. B. Sarkor, who raaiiwied froBi> the Vicansyh' EsaeiitiTe Oenndl; ~ 
a elaleBieiti teaerding bla reaignaCioo. 

Mr. B. IL Ha^w, in hie preildeBtial addreev at tie aanaal general „ 

of the Bengal Ohamber of ComBiefea In. QalOntla^. cBidaiiied lie attitude oi the 
Bnropeao cominewtal and IndnatriM Intereete. aa mreaenteif by the GhamhaiL 
towarda the eriaia in India m alao towardb the wider iaene of india'a 
and eonatltiiilotial fntnre. 

The time of the Bengal lifglalaiive Oooneil wae oeeupiad with the dhameafen 
of the euiiplemeiitary demand for the current year amoiintliig to* over 
B erocee ureeented by the Ohief Minletcr» Mr. A. K. Fasikil Hbqn 

Ptana for a memorial In Britain to Dr. Bafdndra Hath Tago» wen. diaenaeed. 
by the EteeniWe Oommtttee of the Tagore Soeiety. 

A report reoeired fcom Palghat aaid that Mr. P, AdbiitHw Menooi. r. o. B 
Oollcetor of Onntnr, waa appointed Agent-general for. ludia* In Waamngtdn;. 
In anoe^on to Sir O. 6. Baipm. 

fflh. Sir Jenmy Balaman, Finanoe Member, intiodnnlng the Ihdia BudM. fw’ 
1949-44, in tlm Central L^ialatire Aaaembly diaeloaed a lerenne dpfidt. ^ £ 1 . 
94,66 erorea for the onrrant year and a proaneotiTe dcheit of 6028 cimee. 
next year on the baele of eziitlng tazatioD.---The Fliianea MMober urged the 
need for economy in pareonal expenditure. He eald* that during the' war there 
wae an obrlona alternatlfa to prlrata apeuding which mutt powerfliillx« aaalatiid. 
tha war effort— inreatment in loena of the Government, of India on the. 
lamet poaible eeale. 

The Government of Bombay aervad an order’ on the kmer of the 
Janmabhoomi Mudranala^fa declaring the Praia to. be forfeited to Hie Mejeety. 
rSlh. The Bombay Government ieened n prem cornmnniqne on Mahatma* GandhPe* 
mdltion. '*Mr Gandhi’a general oondition abowa improveawnt Ha it 
alert and In good apirits*.** 

The Hartteut Cuminittee appointed by the Central Adviaory Bgard obaerved: **If 
India wanti her ehildren to be tauxht properly, ahe muat be prepared to pay 
her teaebers properly or faee the allemative wmeh ia pmaoent Inferioiity. in 
the eociety 01 civilised nationa**. 

A large number of vlaitors aaw Mahatma Gandhi and moat of them were 
hie peraonal frlendror hie own xelatlvia. 


March 1943 

Mahktm. Oudhi broke hii fast oo tbs- Sid. Usioh' sk 9-84. LELll 
AU ths six dootois who had bsso attaadiag os him dorfag bis SX 
daTt'iMt wore pisssat. 

Biz Bijay Pbwad Oogb Bioy, fotsssr Bsmras. IBwistsr, . was. 

' IBiiiaiidwiiottiboBsBfilLsi^AtlTsOoaiwBi 

Soiii A s soe l at ta M i and Oonipav OommittsBS wees Asslsmd oalcwtel'. 


•hiumI w } GBROfriou wnam m 

taaOm loateii (Mmiaftt Imw AmmOmmA Aol : Ite AB-XMlb 
AmtKU&M hi Oolkgs SivMlaiia AihsMi UMmaim Botti, 
OileiM^ Bnrdwftii Bblfk* Congmt XMmi Bob^fitloMl 

OongriiM Oommitlae md K>lw Town OoaduM Conttnlthii (wmpaiihdjL 
The Ooimctt of Stefea held e genend dieeneeioQ on the B o dg et - - 
EHr E. V. Menoo dwelt on the nigent need of mitigitiiig the Imed^ 
•hipe eeneed by the rite in priees. eepedeOy of foodetnffe. 

Sit M. Uemen, Lender of the Hoiteeb dMlnied^ **Ro leelrlelioBi 
hete been plneed by the Ai^hui Ooternaent epedflenlty egilnet 
Ihdiftn tmden and nationide in Afghanietan.*’ 

Mr* M* A* Jinnah was re-eleeted Pteeideiit of the AD^Indih Mnalim 
Laegne* 

In* the Central LegislatiTe Assembly, Br Snltan Ahmed, Lender 
of the House, indioated the prospeot of two more seHions instead of the 
nemd Autumn session in September. 

The All-India non-Oongrcss loaders who met in Bombay, eipieesed 
the opiifion that both the govem aent and the Congress should vsoon* 
elder their policy and their talks with Mahatma Oandhi led* them to 
bdiere that a move for reeoDciliation would bear fruit. 

Mr. L. 8. Ame^, Secretary of State for India, in a speech at 
Birmingham emphasis^ the part played by the Dominions and Lidin, 
in the war. 

His Majesty the King was graciously pleased to approve the 
contiouanoe in office of the Hon. Sir Beginald MazweQ, K O.8.I. Od.l* 
Home Member, Government of India. 

The Sargent Committee appdnted by the Central Advisory Board of 
Education, made recommendations for a minimum national scale el 
salaries for teachers in schools of all grades* 

Master Tara Singh, in his presidential address at the 4th. All-lndla 
Akali Conference observed inter alia : **I deprecate any diifereneei 

between the Hindus and the Sikhs, bnt I wish to mould ike latter 
into a separate political entity with independent thought*'. 

Mr. J. Van Manen, formerly general secretary, Boyal Asiatio 
Society, Bengal, died in Calcutta. 

The Pir Pagaro was sentenced to death by a Martial Law Conrt, 
for conspiring to wage war against the King* 

The Central Legislative Assembly pass^ the Tobacco Excise BilL 
The All-India Indian Christian Conference pat forward the*demaii^ 
that a round table conference should be convened immediatdy in India 
to solve the political problems. 

Mrs. Sarojini Naidu was released from detention on grounds of health* 

The Pakistan Day was observed on the 28rd. Maroh-*Mr. Jinnah 
sent a message to tdie Muslims of India, stating that the *Pi^dslBB 
Sohome' was the final netional goal of Muslim India. 

In the Central Legislative Assembly, a Bill to validate marrlaies 
between. Hindus belonging to the same "gotra" or "pravar*" and between 
belonging to different snb-divisions of the same caste was diss uis s^* 
Sardar Gnntbux Naurang, piesidiiig ovsr the 8rd. Psaehar Confssenoe 
of the Sikhs of northern India, obcerved : The Sikha as a natfon ate 
prepsxed to forego all their claims to communal representaUena at the 
altar of' nationalism if the Mishins and otimB also gite up thgfr 
and the communal awaid* ce ss e s to esist*V 
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ICr. 8« Satyamarti died in libras. 

Mr. A. K Fazlul Hoq resigned liis office as Chief Minister of Bengal. 

H. B. the Governor of Bengal brought into force Sec. 93 of 
the Government of India Act, 1985, and took upon himself the 
administration of the Province* 

In the Council of State, General Sir Alan Hartley said that'^ the 
Government were considering the extension of the Indian Air straining 
Corps to four of the universities besides Aligarh. 

let In the oommuniqtie Issued by the Bombay Oovernmeut on Biabatma 
Gandhi’s condition, it was stated that be was in aood spirits.— It was the 21st. 
day of Mahatma Ganditi’s fast. 

Dr. ¥. U. Ku, leader of the Chinese Educational Mission, addressina Press 
correspondents in Delhi, said : * Our mission is simple. 'Jlie Generalissimo 
has Sent us her& in response to the kind invitation of H. £. the Viceroy, 
representing the Government and people of India, to make a first-hand study 
of various educational and cultural institutions throughout India.** 

The food position in Bombay was reviewed at a meeting of the Food Advisory 
•Council, Bombay. Mr. H. FT Knight. Adviser to the Governor, presided. 

Btr Mauriee Hallett, Governor of the U. P. in an appeal in connexion with 
Orosa week, aaid that the IT. P. ahould aim at collecting Ra. dO lakha 
during the year 1945. 

In the Sind Legislative Assembly, the general disiaission of the budget 
concluded .—Tbe Premier and Finance Minister, Sir Ghitlam Unssain 
Hidayatullah, replying to the debate, rebutted the charge that the revenue 
setuma had been underestimated. 

Mr. Byed Nsusher Ati, ex- Minister, was elected speaker of the Bengal 
Legislative Aaaembly. 

In the Orissa l^islative Assembly, Pandit GodsvsTk Misra, Finance 
Minister, in presenting the Budget, disclosed a deficit of Bs 8,81 lakhs in the 
Budget estimate for 1943-44. 


tud. The Central Legislative Assembly agreed to 6ir . Edward SenthalPa 
resolution recommending certain interim ebangea ( as wartime arrangeaei.t ) 
in the oonvsntion of 1924, seiwrating Railway Finance from General Finance, 

In the OouooH of Sute, an adjournment motion by Mr. A Imam aeefcitig to 
diaeuaa '*the uusaftisfactory arrangement between H. M. Government and the Govern- 
ment of India regarding defence expenditure" was dissllowed by tlie President 
Blr David Devadois, on tlie ground that the aubieot could be diseussed daring 
the general debate on the new Budget. 

Sir BHoy Prasad 8iogh Roy,, former Revenue Minister, was elected President 
of the Bengal Legislative GiuneU. 


Mahatma Gandhi broke hit fast at 9. 34. I.8.T. All the aiz doctors who had 
attending on him daring hie 21 dsys* fast were preaent. Beaidca the 
doctors, only iiimatca of the detention camp were present. 

In the Bengsl Legislative Assembly, Mr. Bantoab Kumar Basu. Ministw 
lor Pnblie Health and Local aelf-Govemmeot introduced the Bengal Vagrancy 
Bill, whereby Government propoaed to toke powers to collect all genuine 
vamnta and place them in homea eatahliahed by the Government 
11 m Oentral iMgialative Aaaemhly passed Mr. Mobd. Abdul Gsni’s BUI 
provide for the better administration of Muslim wakfa in Delhi Piovinci as 
reported and amended by the foiiit committee. Two smendmenM to the 
mover were also ineoipomted. ^ 

The Bind LMislative Assembly passed by 24 voles to 8, a non^MBelal 

^ • member of the Working 

Committee of the All-Indie Mosllm Lsagne. 

In the Bengal Laglalntive OnoneU, whan the BIU introduced by the Beveune 
IgMalsr to eaMmd the .^V^KHe^r^weney Ctaspomiy i^ovlsifme) Act 
mo me up te eontidaraita, the Pkeaidint slim eonsttfUng the opinkma 
MittHto-ln-chim and party leaders, poatponen consideration of lha BiU. 

‘ ‘ In “ ‘ 
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Dtotfiol OoBgrm Oonmitte^ Katwm Snbdifiiioiial OoBgmt OoBMltlii aiid 
Katwft Towd Oongrwf OominiUee (tafpendad) 

Harip^ Opnicraw office (Hoophlj Dickriet) known M the ''Haripol Kalyaii 
Saaglur wit declared aa a place need **for the pnrpoae of nnlawfnl aaaoelatlon^ 

4fh. In the Ponjab LeglelaUfe Acaembly, supidementary eatimatei of eacpenditnia 
1®"; current year, aggregatiug Ba. 2^00.000 frere preaented by Bir Manohar 
Lai, Finance Miniater. 

The Central LegialatiTe Aaaembly paaaed Mr. Gofind Deahnlakh^l Bcelproeity 
Bill pro?iding that peraona domiciled In any Britiah poMeaaion ahall be 
eiititM only to auch righta and prifileicea aa rea^arda entry. tra?elt 
reaidenee, at^qaiaition, holding and diaiHiaal of property, Muoational faoUitlea, 
franehiae, the holding of public office or the earryiug on of any oeoupatlon, 
buainem, trade or profeasion In Britiah India aa are accorded by the law 
or^minlatration of auoh poaaeaaion to peraona of Indian origin. 

5th. In the Punjab Lcgialative Aaaembly, Sir Manohar lal, Finance Miniater 
anticipated a aurplua of Ra. 6 lakha in the current yaara on the baaia of the 
reriaea eatimatea and a likely eurplua of Re. 50 lakha in the coming year. 

In the Oriaaa Legialaiive Aaaembly, the Budget propsale were dieoueaed. 

The Bengal Ijegiatatire Council paaaed a non-official reaolution urging tha 
allotment of “anfficient fnnda” in next year*a Budget **for email IrrigaMonal 
l^ro^ta** in E. and R. Bengal "for the purpoae of reclaiming eultlrable waata 

In the Central Legielatire Aaaembly, eiroog anpport for the Budget propoaela 
wae ezpreeaed by Sir Henry Riohnrdiion, leader of the £uro|>ean group, opening 
the general debate on the Budget. 

6th. The Oouncil of State held a general diaoutsion on the Budget.— Sir K. R. 
Menon dwelt on the urgent need of mitigating the hardahipa cauaed by the 
riae In pricea, eapeoially of foodatnffa. 

Sir M. Uaman, Leader of the Uouae, declared : ‘*No reetrlotiona hare bean 
Impoaed by the Afghan Government apeciftcally againat Indian traden and 
nalionale in Afganiatao. ' 

7th« Mr. M. A. Jinnah waa re-elected Preaident of the All-India Muallm Leagne. 

At the aeaiioo of the All-India Bluallm Leagne Oonnoil, the Secretary of the 
Leagne announced in New Delhi, that all ProTineial Leaguea had unanimonaly 
recommended Mr. Jinnah’a name for the preaidentabip. The Council thereupon 
re-elected Mr. Jinnah as President. 

Dr. B. C. Boy. presiding at a meeting of the etaff and students of the Caleutta 
Uuiverai^ in obsenrance <3 the Thanks giving Day for the soooeasfal termination 
of Mahatnmji’a fast^ revealed what Mahatma Gandhi bad said after the fait waa over : 

*1 do not know why Providence baa aavad ma on thia oeeaaion. PoaalUy, it la 
beeaoae he haa aome more miaaion for me to fnlftl.*^ 

At the meeUng of the Mualim League Oonncil in New Delhi, the poaition of the 
Mnalim membera of the Punjab Legiaiative Aaaambiy in reU^on to the Laagno 
waa explained by the Punjab Premia. Lt. Col. MaBk Khixar Hayat Rhiuu. 

•Ih. Tha Central Legislative Asaembly rejected without a diviaton Sardaa Sant 
Bingh’a motion to ffia^ tha repressive policy id the goyenmenh;* 

In the Assam Logialative Assembly, Mr. Abdnl Mlatin ^andhnri, Flnnnee 
Miniater, diaeloeed an estimated revenne deficit of Bs. lOJAOOO In Introdncing 
tte Bod^ for 1913-44. 

In the Benpul^alative Connell, the food aituatlon wae diacnaaed, when thn 
Govanment policy in this sagard waa ctltielsad. 

tih. In tha Bengal LqgJsUthre ConneU, • alafoment mewlim llm food aitnntte Im 
the piovinoe waa asade by the Nawab Bhhadw of Dao^ Mini^ foi Oo 
and Labonr, whan the diaonaaion on the laaolntion taUad by te Mnaliaa 
omaitlon nfoUng to the problem of food supply wm raanamd, 

. UtheOantnl LagWatfvw Aaaambiy, ^ proap^ of two moga aaaa to na 
of the vaoM Antmnaaate in Septomhar waa indleatad by Star ioltan . 

^itaiiwr of the Houati 

Mk. Tk, Onttd AmmbUt friMtid to toM ntmto 

tk, mt Mtton Borad by Mr. Ywiu'Bhood, HmUb LiigM am 
to dtiiiM tk, adMiatomtin at Ibrtkd U« to Btod.. . 

iB Am OmmU of Btoto. nplTtog to lb. BooMto laooi'k 


I SRB DnnAx iiaiuiA Bwonm [lOiuBaBMi-. 

W gBy. Mr lUMMd JOiMui, tUmhm te IMi aod Mt B atr l ew . |n« the 
^oviacMMnnM: qoMtiM at vtaMafi tfca bwt intamto of dw 

llaitiM and olW adiioci^ ewManmitiw ia my dapKtauota ia aadK tha aettra 
aoaaMtaatioa at tha OaretBiaaat. 

,PtSlS£SlSXPSSi£S^ ■**« *■ 

JSLSii^tiSsSaJSSS!’' - tt. BrfB. ™ 

ISm of tte Oalentto Unifenitf raoeiT«d a letter from the Edoee- 


ISm AolSotiUee of tbe Oelentte ' 
tIoMi OomnUifioner. Qoferoment 


Oelentte Unifereite teoeiTed e letter from the Educe- 
rernment of Indte, eekieg them to recommend 5 or 6 


ncHeiediaete etod^te who would like to go to Oliioe under the Ooremment of 
fgm\ idtm to the exohenge of reeaereh etndente between Uiu?ereltiee in 

imo 

The AE Indie Xicedere, who met in Bombej et the reeidente of Mr. M. B. 
iieued the following etetemeut >*‘We ere of opinion thet the deploreble 
e te nl i of the leet few monihe retire e reeoneidcretion of their policy Mb by 


the Gofwraent end the Gongnet. The reoeiit telks which tome of ni beve 
hid with Qsndhifl leid us to bdiere thet e move for reooncUtetion et the 
peeimit fonetem will beer fmlt** 

Mr. V. D. Seoerker, In e etetement to the Prem eeid : **Tiie reeointion 
vegiidlng Pekieten paeced'lw the Muellm Leeuue mniority in the Bind Aieembly 
is ea Inmeetion of e generef poliey which ie likely to be followed by thm few 
tegteletnree end tboM loeel or dietriet lepreeentetive ihetitiiUone which the 
Ifiellm licegoee or Mneline in generei mey lieppen to hold in their grip.** 

In the Bengel liegieletive Aseembly, the House rejecied by to 78 votee, 
the Mtisiim Lesgue opposition’s emendment which sought to oensnio the 
Qovemment lor its ellegad teilure to teekte setisfectoriiy the food sitnetion In 
the iwovinee. • 

In tbe AsMm Legisletive Connell, e stetenient on tbe rice position in Assem 
wee msde by Sir M. Sssdulle, Premier, lenlyiiig to s debste reised through e 
lusolntiou moved by Mr. Hstyendre Monen Leliiry who urged eto|)pege of 
export of rice from the province. 


llSi, Mr. L. 8. Amery, Brevetery of Bute for Indiiu wet ssked in the House of 
Onmmons ebont liie Conferences of non-Congress lenders et Heihiend Bombey.— 
Mr. Amery seid ; *T Imve no stotement to mnke regnrvliiig tliii, which, no 
fer es I know, hns not jet been oommnnieeted to tlic Govern mcnt cd Indie.^ 

In Iks Bengel I^egbiletive Council, the derirsbility of tbe government making 
tlieir decision m the rcooromendetion of the Fioiid Oom mission end giving effimt 
to it within tim next dnsneiml year waa urged. 

The Bengel Government in a Ptesa note declared categorically thet there 
would be no itetntonr meximum price for whbleeele treneections in paddy or rioe. 

llie Oeultml Legisletive Assembly began the debate on the firet teedUng of 
the Finenee Bill. 


iSth. Mr. L. 8. Amery, eeoretery of Slate for India, in a speech at Birmingham 
emphaslaed the part played by Ute Dominiona and India in the war. 

Itlbntm to Mahatma Gandhi were paid by theM. P.’s, Mr. Bliys Davies, Mr. 
Bamucl Silverman end Mr. W. G. Cove end by the noveliste, Vera Brittain 
and Ethel Msniiin, at a Preee Luncheon Conference held by the Committee of 
Indian Congreiamen in Britain, in London. 

The Bengal Legislative Council adoi)t^ a non-official resolution uitf ng that 
90 p. e. of the expenditure on civil defence measures iu the province be met 
from Cent rsl revenues. The Governor was requested to make a repsesantation to 
tbe Govcrnmeiii of India. 

The Budget debate in tbe Astam Assembly concluded. 

Mr. J. JtMies, Cliairman of the Indian Tea Association, addressing that body’s 
annual meeting in Calcutta, said : **l)€ai4te difficulties arising out of tbe war. 
tea gardene of N. B. India produced the greatest crop that has ever been made 
and also maintained the high etendard of manufacture which was eatabliihed 
wbfM crops were smaller.” 

A Communique stated ; “ffie Majesty the King Itas been graciously pleased to 
auprove the continnaiiw m office of tbe Hon. Bir Reginald Maxwell, X.o 
Home Member in the Government of India lor a further period.'* 

In the Central LegieUtive Asaembly, on the reeumption of the debate on the 
1st reading of the Finance Sir Ziauddin Ahm^ cammented on the 
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pwfU Mjii *Mm to tulO* faidMin bf dto nn^ i^totMto 
ol odwt hitlMtriiii ptctiettluly leawef 

im. la ^.Bngd j^taa?* Annably. Mr. A. K. Fariil Haq. OliW MtoitoM-. 
tmnounM m deelMOB of Ihe Ctoforomont of Beogol to M up m permoaont 
Opoft Ipr odUodiootioa of labour diapateo. aa vaa dooc ia Bombay 

PxopQoala for anpmaamtary Kiaataii to moel csopaa expendilara la a ftir 
daparlmaiti fa 1948^ wm approtad al a moetiaK of the Btaadiag FUianoa 
Oommittae bald in Maw Ddhi-^r Jaiamy IbAimaa, Flaanoa Ifamhar to tlia 
GofanuDcnt of lodia, praiidina. 

no fiarsani Oommittae apiioknlad oy laa Ocntai Atftiiory Board ot Bdoeation 
to eonaidar tba qaaatkm of iraiuiaic, leemitmaat and eonditioo of aarviea of 
taaahara^ made naommandationi lor a miaiianm national aoala of aalailaa for 
taachara In adioola of all gradaa, both la the mral and urban araaa, and te 
amployiag ooly qoaliilad and nail tndnad taachara In the aehoola.— The laport 
waa forwatdad to Protineial Oorammanta lor aeilon. 

Urn Meet OoaBmiltca appointed by the Oriaaa LeglalatiTa Aaaambly approfad 
the Otiaaa Unlfoiaiiy Bill with camn imporunt ohangaa. 

14dk Moater Tain Sina^ ia bla preoidantial addaam at the 4th« AIMiidla AUi 
Ooolaianaa held at BbowaniKach ( Patiala State ). obaartad : *I daprecata any 
dlAfanaa batwaen the Hlndua ana the Sikha, but 1 wiah to mould the latter 
Into a aapamte political entity with independant Ihoncht. CMain Hindapi 
wUh the backing of a powerful preaa. Ilka to dominate eikh jpolltiaa and they 
cannot brack any indapahdant thinking on onr part The Aaaa Pnniab aohaam 
will lira &a Hindna and the ^kha alike from the abaakla of lluallm 
doadnaUon. I am praparad to giro up the aehama only if the Hindua confinaa 
me of ita negatira ralna to them.** 

tflh. In the Oentral Lagialatira Aanembly. an anthoritatlva atalamant on commu- 
nal rapidaanlation in the aarrieca of Ac Supply Department waa made Iw 
Mr. F« A. Mackaowii« Joint Saeictary, whan the debate on the Scat iwMiing of 
the Finance Bill waa rcanmad. 

A Praae Mote from New Delhi eeld : *Tt hne been deeidad to eraele lerarnl 
poata of Bcgional Food Commioeionera for tba batter coordination md control 
of food anppUca alt orar India, including the Indian Statca, and to amlat all 
gOfarniMDta in Urn application of the AlMndia plaeaa for daallng witli food 
mattcfi. Thia deciaion la the reeult of nnanimona laeomaftcndation mpda lo the 
Oorarnment at the 2nd. All-India Food Oonlcranee bdd bera in February.** 

In the Bengal Legialatlfa Aaaembly, Aa daelalona of Aa Gorarnmant of 
on Ao Laud Barcoue CommiiimDar^ raoommcndatiooa nara announced 
by Mr. P. N. Banarjeab Rcranna Mlniatar.— The Gomminrioo bad raoommeniM 
Aa aboUtioo of Permanent Satdamant and aaqubillk»ia by the State of all 
raot-raodring intaraata wiA a aiaw to biioging Aa enltlYatora dlraetly under 
Aa gorarnmant 

14A. In the Oantrnl LcglalatiYa Aaaembly, Dr. B. B. Ambadkar, Laboor Member, 
replying to cbnrgce of gorernmeot **eslrevngnnce** In the uee of pniwr, pointed 
not Aath while i&rtnga of paper did aziat Aara waa no acuta auffering. Ua 
gnta figuiaa of publication in England and India and aaid Aat wbilain 
EnglaJin 19^ 11,000 publieatlooa wara imoad, the figure for India waa Ifi^ 


la Ae Oentral LcglalatlTa Aaaambly, by 48 YOtaa to 21, Aa let reading of 
Aa filnanea Bill waa paaaed. The motion ttoit Aa Bill be taken into 
eo^^tion waa paaaed. 

Whan Aa Hcmaa raenmed diacumion of Aa Bill, Dr. P. N. Banariaa. loader, 
liationaiiat Party com plained that Aa Finance Member’a reply in Aa 
9ueadoo of atarling balance wee uncaliefactory and naked Aat a committee of 
the Honaa be appmnted to place itaelf in touch wiA Aa curreoto of Aought 
£P^«**^*K“®*^** Aa intaraata of Aa country. 

Mr. T. 8. Piilay, Joint Secretary, Commeroa Department, following Aa 
rceommandatiooa of Aa International 'Tto Oommittae that Aa ^ aziatlag 
agreement among tea p^ueare ba uztended beyond March 
81. ^48, for Aa, period of hoaAiUaa and two ftnandal yaaia Aeraaftar^ a Bill 
A Aa Central Aaaamhly to malm na e aaa a ry amandman t to 
Aj^en Control Act. 193a 

oaoumil at Aa PraakUncy General Hoepital. Oalcntla of Mr. 
John Van Mi t ^4B» 4qifato^ Bacratary, Uoyal Aeialic Sojpiaty, Bangai. 


44 TH£ IKOIAM ANNUAL BEGX8TBB [ 18 VABOB ^ 


Itih. Mr. L. 8. Anary» Saoritory of Bute for Indie wee eeked if he hed 
eomideied the report of the Bombep Ooafennee of Non-Oqnmee Leedoe 
end whet reeponee bed been mede to thdr plee.~He replied : **lhe reeolatloB 
peoied bj toe Bosnbey Oonfefeooe eontempleted en epproeeh to the Viceroy. 
I en oot ewere tbet eny eneh epproeeh hee yet been mede. Meentlmeb I 
en not prepered to meke eny farther eUtement on the metter of the reeolntion'*. 

Mr. M. 6. *Aney, eddreeetng the Yeotmel Dietriet Aeoooietion, et Yeotnei, 
mid : **1 etend todey for the eeme prineiplet end the mme line of eoBon 
thet I etood for when 1 eocepted offioe» end I believe it it neoeemry to 
co-operete with the Government in the wer eilorte to defeet the Axle Powere.” 

A Sind Government Communique eUted : TThe Pir Pegero hee been 
eentenced to deeth by e MeiUei Lew Ocmrt on w eherge of eoneplrbg to 
wme wer egeinet the King.” 

Mr. A. 0. Ben, Fieeident, Bengal NeUonel Chamber of Commerce, preeiding 
over the enniial meeting of that body in CalcntU, dieeneaed the poeitkm 
legerdlng euwly of foodatufTe, paftioalaly rice and atu. 

alie Cen/ral Aaeembly paieed the Finance Bill withont divielon, after 
agreeing to official amendmeDte of minor character. 

Sir Purnebottamdae, Chairman of the Imperial Indian Citleenehip Aeeoeietion, 
eddreeeed e letter to the Government of Indie regarding Ceylon’e reqneet lor 
Indian labour. 


191b. Btr Mehera] Singh, delivering hie preeideiitial apeech et the 25th. Beaeton 
of the Ali-Iiidie Conference of Indian Chriatiene, in New Delhi, mid : I 
feel even et this late stage thet a small Conference of Hindu, Muslim, Indian 
Ohrieiieo, Bikh end Perai leaders should be convened to deal with the 
present political situation, for tiicre cannot be peace in India or full co-opere- 
tion in the war effort nhile thousands of oiir fellow countrymen ere in 
detention and saimtage continues”. 

The Assam Legislative Assembly passed all demands for grants under 
police, public health, education toiher than Kuropeau) end medioal. The eut 
motions were either lost or withdrawn. 


lOlh. The Bt Hon. Sir John Colville, Governor*Designate of Bombay, arrived to 
Keraobi. 

The Antral Legislative Aaeembly passed the Tobsceo Ezcim Bill by 42 
votes to 23. The Muslim League eucf Nedonalieis voted sgaint the Bill. 

A niimbor of questiona were put in the Assembly, on the appointment of 
Me). Gen. Wood m Administretor-Qenerel, Eastern Frontier Gommunicetions 
in Mar. 1942. 

The Oounoil of State held a 2 min. sitting wlun tlie Becretasy laid on ths 
table the Indian Finance Bill, the Tobacco Excise. Bill and the Vcgctsble Product 
Sscim Bill, as passed by tlie Assembly. 

The All-lndia Indisn Christian 'Conlerenee, in Ntw Isrihi, put forwaml 
the dsmaud that a. round Uble> confeseuce ehonld bo convened immediately 
In Indto to sotoe the coustitutional problems. 


. In Mspmim to rsqnest made to him by newspaper editora for a toonl^ 
table sonfereiice to review the working of the A. I. N. E. C. resolution of Oetohm 
1943, Che Minister lor Moms Affairs, Bind, convened a Oonferenee at 
Karachi! at which all the editors of Karachi newspapers snd the Pri>vinehd 
Pkem Advis^ were present. 

Mre. Bsro)ini Nsidn, who wm reiessed from detention on grounds of hmltli, 
trrivsd at Phruakuli. 


Uni. The Government of l^sdrm Imoetf a Prem CommaDlqiie deUiltog 
thiif budget mtimatve for 1943^44. 

In the Bengal Legislative Coonoil, the queetion of rice ihortoge wm agein railed. 

In the Punjab L^islative Asiembly, Malik Khtor Byat Khan Tiwana, 
Premier, declared : *T atand by the commitments made by my predeeeoeor, 
the latf Sir Bikander Byat Khan. 

1M« Mr. M. A. Jiniiah. in a meesage to the Muslima of India on Pakistan 
. Day mys ; **l'odsy ( Mar. 23) to a day of great signidcancs to Muslim Indto. 
On this antpiciotts day, 8 years sgo, wm deeliued st Lsbore, for the first tims 
anthoritaavely from uie> platform of the AU-lndto Muslim Lssgns tbs 
finid NsdonsI gosi of Muslim India, which later on eame to be known ae 
the *'Fkktotan e^me”. 
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OmtOKIOLB OF EVENTS 
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^ Oplflll^ ^enor^dceigmite af^Bowbay trrirad in Bombay; 

UKiala^a Amembly earriad withoat a diviafam Sm laaUoa ai 
te War Tianaport Mcgnbar, Sir fidiiaid' Bentliall, for kho' alaetloa al a 

^ war Thmarort and Finanoa Bfembant 
and the Ftoancial CommiMioner, Railira>at to oontnder mattera arlidiia: oat 
of Ciaaaa It of the Bailway Cnn? ention rceoltation adopted by tfia Hoaia 
earlier io the aeason. 

The text of the Viceroy’s reply to Sir TeJ Bahadur Bapro, which 
eommunioatcd by the latter to Mr* M. Jayabar, formed the aob}i 
Pjo^onfted. diMtiaaion at Mr. Jayakar’a place In. Bombay, 

Mr. B^ M. Sfonahi and« Mr. filiulabhat l>eaai were present. 

Mr. H. 6. Suhrawardy, presiding at a meeting pf the Mualim oommnaity hi 
observance of the Paaistnn Bay in* Oahnitte, ezpreaecd the hope that aftar 
hit faet, Mahatma Gandhi would tliroir all his weight in ferour of aw 
i^nreement between Hindus and MuBlims. 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, a four-day debate on the food aUnaiiow 
In the Pfovinoe ooiiciuded, when the House,, by 16 to 15* votee,. reaetd a 
Government party member’s amendment on> the subject. v 

111. the Bbngel- L^islative Assembly,, what he describtnl as a motion of censu ia 
of the Bengei: Ministry, was moved on beliuif of the Muslim League Opposltfon 
bj: Mr. lamizaddiii Khani ex-Minister. when the demand for a graiii nndar 
General Adminjetration> wae- teheii up. 


In« the Oentral hegislatiye Assembly, Mr. lliiBsaiiibhai Lalji sought leave for 
an* adiournmeiit motion to discuss **tlie urgent net^easiiy’* to imprena on H. M. G. 
Urn importance of keeping in close contact with India in the same way aa thoy 
were keeping in contact with the Dotuiniona,. Allies and fnrndw ra the matter 
of the future management of exchange and intmialiousl euricney before ggrie* 
naanta were arrived* at, 

8h John Cbl villa wae aworu in at Governor of Bombay. The Chief Jaeliet ei 
Bombay, Sir John Beaumont admiii-istered Uie oatb. 

In the CoiMwil' ef State, the oiicntion of the Government was dnwn to tha 
Viceroy’s remark in one of hie ietlera to Hahalme Gandhi* wbksK statetl: ’’Yon 
may reet assuxed tliat the ciiargos against tha Congress will have to be mfl 
aooner or later and it will then be foe yon and your coUeagnea to clear yooraelvee 
before the world if you can*. 

Sir Moliasnmad Zafruila Khan, giving impresaioim of hit tour in an Inlerviaw 
aaldt '’AsBcrican imtereet ia tba Indian problem fa extremely keen and iha 
Amaricaiia aiw deeply sympatlieiic towards Indian aspirationa, bnt their know* 
ledge of the faetort of the Indian sitnation ia neither deep nor accurate’*. 

Mth. Id the Central l.egtalalive Assembly, Mr» T. T. Krishnainaobar movsd hit 
resoIntioD recommending diaetic reviaioii of the Govern ment’s policy on the 
treatment of political prtaoiiers and detenne and aekiug that membere of tha 
Ceiitsal Legialattire abould be allowed to vieit pnaone and interview political 
prlaonare ao that they could draw alien tion to tne ineonvcniencei and reatrlctlowa 
imMC^ on these prieonera with a view to tHminatiM tbem. ... 

fa tha diieel eieciion to the Bengal Oouncii, 5 eendidafea bdonghig to tba 
Mwalim League went declered elected. 

la lha Oouncii of State, the Judiao Finaaoe BUI ae pasted by tbe Lower 
Booii; came up for conaidcralion. 

Id tha Central Legislative Assembly, a Bill to validate marriegee betweaw 
Bliidas bdoiiging to the same **Gotra^’ or **Pravar'’ end between HimM 
bakogiug to diflerent anbdivieioiie of tiie asme caste wm diaensHd on a motion bf 
the aMurar, Mr. Oovind Beebmiikb, wbo naked fur ita reference to a aeloei: 
oommittesb 

Bndu Goibnz Bingh N.unng, • Sikh lerfw, of Uluwe, prwWtag or«r 
*Wwl Praelwt ConfmuM of tbo Bikho of hwUwin Isdio M rhonlp Bohtt^ 
ohMTMd: -Xho Bikho m • notion ore proj^ to f^o oil their dolMO l* 
ooounnnid nprooentotion at tba alter of nalion^Mia If tho Mnol^o wd 
alao ciaa nu their eomniaDal elainia. and tbe coaonittuu award, wkWh w tht 
Uuaat Mock in tba path of nationalia^ **%*•.•? S***" * ' 

& tbe Bangal LwClatiTe Aaaanbly. Mr. Faalnl Huq. raMylM to • qua^ 
add thM two wonan arera kUled aa a rwnlt of praeliea abootlnK & tho H w a i Mi f ... 
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f7tt« The poiition of the Berael Minietrv wee diecnieed et e meetiiig of the 
wori[iDg oommittee of the Bragel Profioeiel Hloda Mehetebbe, held In Oeleatte, 
Dr. til»eine Pneed .Mnkbefjee preeiding. 

In Ofieee Legieletive Aeeembly, replying to the qaetUon etending In the 
nnme of Mr. Jngnnneth Miere (OongreM), Mr. Pyeri Bbenker Boy, Perliementery 
Becrelery, eUted tliet Mr. Biewnneth Dee, feeder of the Oriiee Anembly 
Oongrees <*Perty hed lent e motion of no-eonfidenoe in the Minietry from 
Berhempoie ]eil. 

The 16th ennnel weeion of the Federetion of Indien Chemben of Oommene 
end Indaiiry which met in New Delhi, with Mr. G. L. Melite, Pieildent, in the 
Oheir, peeiea three reeolotiooe put from the eheir on the politieel eitaetion, 
lndie*e pecticipetion in internehoiiel oonferenoee end the tele of Indien lilfer 
In Englend. 

In the Benghl LegiBletiee Aeeembly, by e mejority of 20 ? otee. e ent motion 
moved hj Mr. K. A. ilemilton (Buiopeen group) in eonneiion with' the badM 
demeod under the heed "Bxtreordinery ohergee in Indie’*, oenenring Se 
GoTcrnibent for ellmd feilure to deel with bleek merkete end epeenlntion in 
hoerding of foodetuffe wee re}ected.~-The voting being 109 to 99. 

28lh. Mr. B. SetjemnrtI died in Medree. 

A enrptue of Be. 61 lekhe wee eetimeted in the Biher Oofemment Budget 
for 194844. ^ 

t9lh. Hr. A. H. Feilal Huq reeigned hie office ne Chief Minieter of BengeL fiki 
reeigndflon wee eocepted by H. B. the Governor. 

In the Oentrel Legieletive Aeeembly, Mr. J. A. Meekeown, Joint JSecretery, 
{Supply Depertment tmd Mr. K. €. Nec^ thet the Government of Indie hed 
inetrueted the Indien Supply Mieion in Weehington to eiideevonr two power 
elcohol plente on Leod-Leeee terme. The policy of the Government of Indie 
wee to enoouiege the production of power elcohel. 

In the Oonncil of Ste e, rephiiig to e queeiion bv B. B. Lele Bern Ba rpu jw 
Generel Bir Alen Hertley. 'Deputy Ooinmender4n-ebief. Indie, eeid Chet the 
Government were ooneidering the exteneion of the Indien Air Twining Oorpe 
to four other Univereitiee beeidee Aligeih, ie 1943, end it wee oxpeoted thet tiue 
would be done immedietely. Ihe Council edopted the Tobecoo Exolee BUI ee 
fretiiinl by the Legieletive Aeeembly. 

The Oentrel~ Aeeembly reeuined tiie debete* on Bk Bnlten Ahmed’e *> 0*1 0 1 11 
for xetoeooe to joint committee of the Hindu Inteetete Bucoeeelon Bill. 


„ Jouee of Oomrooni. there wee e Urge getbering of membere for the 

debete on the generel eituetion in Indie.^The debete took piece on e eeriee 
of lormel Goveniment oiotione eeking the Uoum to e)>prove the continuencee 
in force, for e furtiier 12 months, df the proclemations mede undw Beo. 93 
of the Government of Indie Act, by which emcrgeecy nqdmee were eetebliahed 
In 6 Indian Provinoee toweidi tiu end of 1939 following on tlie reeignethmo 
of Oongrcee Mhiietriei noon after the outbreak of the war. —The fieereteiy of 
Btete, Mr. Amery eeid : ‘The reeoluHoiis before the House coneeru only 
6 out of 4 provinoee of Indie. In the remaining 5 provineep, Indien 
Ministers responsible to the Indien Legisletuiee control • veet mejority 
of the iubjecte efiecting the daily life of tbdr fellow eitimns. 
It is only in provinces controlled by the Congress Party orgenimtion thet 
eelf-Govtirnment wee eu^wnded by the order of the so-called High Cennmend of 
the Oongreaa Party in Oct. 1039. The consequent emergency provisions pipperlT 
come b«ors this House for s periodic review mud are under constsnt reviewby 
the Viceroy and the Governor coiicerniKt**. ^ 

The deadloek created by the resignation of Mr. A. K. Fadul Huq. ni>t tf 
Minister, Bengsl, lematnecf uneolred, Mr. Huq bsd an interview with the 
Governor after which tiie seven Ministers met the Governor when the whole 
■itnetion wee reviewed from ell eepeete. 

Khwaje Sir Natimnddin, L.eader of the Muelim League PerliemeDteiy Phrtv 
•aw the Governor and had e long diaeuesion with him. 'wiy, 

The Oentrel L^Mve Asmmbly mttd withont e dividon to refer the JMndn 
fatoehife^ccesdoii BOl to a Joint wSioi committee of both Homee ooS^gf 

The Conndl ol State adopted the offidel filil to amend fnttiim the ] 
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51«t A oonuDuniqiie from the Go?emmeiit Hoqm, Oalentta, annoaneed : *Th« 
Governor of Ben^fd hei broiiKht into force the proviaione of See. 03 of the 
Oevemmeiit of Indie Act, 1935, end hee taken upon nimeelf the adminialratiott 
of the province.** 


April 1943 

His Escellency the Viceroy declined to grant facilities to Mr. 0. 
Bajagopalachari and other leaders to meet Mahatma Gandhi. 

His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, in pursuance of a Proclamation 
issued by him under sec. 93 of the Government of India Act, 
authorised the estimate of expenditure for 1948-44. 

The Central Legislative Assembly concluded its Budget Session, 

The Council of State concluded its Budget Session after adopting 
the Military Prisons Bill, the Trade Marks Bill and the Muslim 
Personal Law ( Shariat ) Application Act Amending Bill as passed by 
the Central Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. Bajagopalachari issued a statement, on the Viceroy's reply to 
the memorandum of the delegation of the Jjeaders* Couference, which 
said : **The Conference hoped that this would lead to a solution of 
the Indian problem." 

The Secretary of State for India, Mr. Amery, in the course of a reply 
in the House of Commons, said : ‘^Thore would bo groat objoctions to 
oonsultations with the Congress leade;^ witliout a definite assurance 
and guarantee of a different line of conduct of their part." 

Khwaja Sir Nazimuddiu accepted His Excolloncy the Governor of 
Bengal's invitation to form a Ministry. 

The Standing Committee of the Chamber of Princes met iu New 
Delhii under the Chairmanship of the Jam Sahib, Cbancollor of the 
Chamber of Princes. 

The Federal Court held that the Defence of India Bulo 96 was invalid. 

The Secretary of State for India, Mr. Amory, told a questioner in 
the House of Commons, that he bad no statement to make conceming 
the Indian Legislation in South Africa. 

The Bill to restrict the purchase of lands by Indians in Natal 
and the Transvaal passed its third reading in the South- African Assembly. 

A new Ministry was formed in Bengal, with Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin 
as Chief Minister. The Ministers of whom seven were Muslims and 
six Hindus, took their oaths of ofifice. 

General Smuts declared emphatically that the Union Government 
was determined to proceed with the Indian Bill and place it on statute. 

The open session of the AlMndia Muslim League met in New 
Delhi, under the presidentship of Mr. M. A. Jinnah. 

The All-India Muslim League adopted a resolution empowering the 
President, Mr. Jinnah, to take till the next session of the League 
every step he might consider necessary to further the object of the 
Muslim League. 

The Women's Branch of the Muslim League reaffirmed their faith in 
Pakistan and assured Mr. Jinnah of their full support. 

In a Communique issued by the Government of India it was stated : 
**Tlio Legislation introduced in South Africa by the Union Government 
to extend the so-oalled interim Act in the Transvaal for a period of 
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three years and to apply similar provisions to Natal has now passed 
all its stages. The Government of India cannot but regard this newt 
with profound regret and scorn.*' 

An Ordinance Validating the action already taken under the Hefence 
of India Buie 26 and amending the D. I. Act was pnbHahod in 
New Djlhi. 

In a rdsolution passed by the All-India Momin Conference in New Delhi, 
the claim that it represented the 4^ crores of Momins and that no 
other party or organization had any right to represent them was* put 
forward. 

1st. Hin ExoclIeoRy the Viceroy declined to ^rrAiit facilities to Mr. BBiagopaischari 
and other loadcrH to in«*et Mahatma Gandhi because there wis **no reason to 
believe that Air. Gandhi is any more ready now than he was st sa earlier stage 
to repudiate the |>olicy as tire result of which the Congress leaders are at present 
under detention *’• 

A Calcutta Gazette Extraordinary stated : **The Governor of Bengal has in 
pursuance of the pro:* I am nt ion issued by him under bee. 93, of the Government 
of India Act. aiitliorizcxl the estimate of ez))eiiditure for 1943-44*’. 

Mr. A. K. Fttzlul Hiiq, in a statement to the Press explained the Progresaive 
Coalition Party’s conception of the principles on which an all Pitrtiea Gwern 
ment in the province should be based. 

Snd. The Central IiCKis)i>tive AssHinbly concluded its Budget Session. 

Mr. R. L. No]jany, presiding at the annual meeting of the Indian Chamber of 
Commerce in CulciiUa. reviewed the economic situation in theeonntry. 

Mr. A. K. Fttzlul Huq, in a statement, said: ' 1 am surprised by the 
Oszette iiotilicatioii published regar«ling our resignation that my resignation Ime 
been accepted with efTccl from the 229th March. 'J'bis is contrary to facia”.. 

M. The Council of State concluded its Budget Bessioii after idopting the MiKtasy 
Prisons Bill, the Trade Alnrks Bill and the Muslim Personal Law (Sbariai) 
A|)plicstioii Act Amendment Btll, ns passed by the Legislative Assembly, 

Mr. Sakarlal Balaldiai. sddvessiitg the aoiinal general roeetiMg of the Ahmeda- 
bad Millowtiers’ AHHi»ciiilh)ii. at Abmedabad, stated that the V xtiia indnstry efttring 
the year bad enjoyed i\ spell of pros|)crity. 

4th. A Press Note from .Now IMhi void : “The Grow More Food” campaign which 
was launched last yeir resulted in an increase of the area cultivaM with food 
grains by over 8,(X),00U acres *. 

Sir Azizul Usque, High Commissioner for India in London, arrived in 
Csleutta from Uazaribagh. 

A Press Note from Now Delhi announced : "The New Indian Btandvd 
Time it to ooniinue for the duration of the war.” , 

5th. A donation of Rs. 4.12,902 Hubsoribed bv the people of Britain, in aid of 
Cyclone relief, was presented to H. E. the Governor of Bengal by Sir Axis-id 
Haque, High Ooromissioner for India in lx>ndon at a meeting of the Oentral 
Oymone Relief Ooramittee held at Government House, OaleuUa. 

Mr. Rajagopalacliari iiisaed a statement on the Viceroy’s itfdy to the memo- 
randum of the delegation of tlio Leaders’ Conference. He stated iotei aiie^— 
"The Viceroy’s reply to our memorandum in rejecting onr request fog 
permissloD to see Uandhiji must cause profound disappoiutmeRtrlhroughoat the 
country. Since we were diuiied the opportunity of a pereonal diseusakiii with 
H. E. and it yrat not possible to anticipate the pointo urged in H. E.’a reply. 

It beeomee necessary to issue this si^iteroeut. The Oonferenee hoped Uml 

this would lead to a solutiou of the Indian problem.’* 

The All-India Kisan Conference passed a resolution criiieixing ihs Vieefoy's 
sotion in refusing permission to leimers to meet Mahaims Oenohi and nrgteg 
tbs relesse of Uie Mahaims and otiier Congress lesdsrs lor n OoBgiess-Lcegiii 
settlement for establishing e netionsl government 

Mr. V. D. Savsrksr, President of the AlLIndIa Hindu jtsheeehhe. In a 
•tatement to the Press, observed : **There ie no question of Mr. Ameiy tekhig 
sheltsr behind the eitieme views expressed by the Hindu Msheisbhs niu^g 
Indian nationalism.” 
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ith. Hi* IndiAV fritMtion wnn debated in the Houiie of.Ijorde on n iorioi of 
g/a m tmmmi motioiie to npnroTe the 12 months’ extension of the proelamstioos 
under the Government of Indie Act in reference to six Indlsn proriuoes. Similer 
■Mitions were approved by tlie House of Commons. 

Frof. Lsshi. writing in ‘'ifeyno/ds \ew8*\ under the caption **Indlan Danger"# 
said : **1 don’t think it is either legitimate or wise for the British Government 
to pUoe the whole res^miisibiliiy for the present dead1o<>k on Mr. Qandhi.” 

7th. The report of Mr. Justice F. N. Broome on Indian infiltration in Durban 
was tablra in the South African Anseinbiy. and a S|»ecial meeting of the Union 
Cahinet waa held to* consider questions arising from the reporL 

8lh. A Communique from New Delhi stated : *Tlie Government of India have 
learnt witli regret that the CSovernmeiit of Africa have Biiiionncecl their 

intention to extend the inh'rim Act in the Tranavunl and to apply similar 
provtaioiia in Durban and |•usHih]y elsewhere in Natal. The fvovernroent of 
India had addressed a represeiitittioii to the Union Goreriiment in rest>ect of 
the Traiievasl Act and had iiHked for an opportunity to^ comment on any 
proposals which the Union (iovcrnment might he coiii^idcring for the purpoee 
of miiiimteiiig traiiafers of property between Europeans and Indians in Natal. 
They observe n-ith e oirern that the Union ('overnment have found themselves 
nnsble to eompJy Mith either of their reqncHts. Tln^y have aihtrcssed a further 
urgent eommiinicatiou to the Union Govern incut and anxiously await the 
Government’s reply." 


9th. Begum Axad, wife r f Muuhitia Ahul Ktil >m Azad, dinl in Culciiitn. 

Mr. Aincry, Secretary of ytate for replying to a qiictiiioii in the House 

of OomnioiiH. said it should not he ncccsi^ary tor him to rcpcitt his previous 
assurance that cffiirta of InMisit poliiii'sl Icaihrs to fiint ii mcHStire of agreement 
cotitiiiiie to l»e oclcomrd hy llis tt»»vcrnmciit and tlio Viceroy. He 

made it clear the other day that ihcrv oe jrreat ohji<ction to cnnsiiltatioiis 

with the Gitigress Iciidcrs without a d. fudie s^aiirance and guarantee of n 
different, line of conduct ou their p u t, and the hvd tb hiul been inceuiig frequently 
though lie regretted without agreem. nt. 

A IVcHS Note from New Delhi said : “The Indiun Oovernment have been 
Invited ti'-rongh their Agciit*generul in W:t«hingioii to acini a snudl luimlier 
technical and ex|>crt rcpreHeiitarives to a coiilcrcnco to be convened in America by 
the U. S. Government hy the end of April for an exploratory examination of 
poat'war problems regarding foodHtutfs and other e*>siMitial agricultural products 
including problems of iiiitriiiuii." 


lOlh. Raja Maheswar Dayal Scib, in his presidential address at the Jwalpur 
( Hardwar ) Hindu t^abhn Cimference, criiicizcd the policy ami programme of 
the Hindu MahaMufihn. Tiie lists in the coni sc of his address observed : *‘lt is 
clesr that the British Government docs not. want, to transfer tmwer, end the 
recent refiieal of the Viceroy to allow any iicisonal coirtact with Mahstma 
Qandlii has hronglit into hold relief their pre rU'criiiined decision to rule out, as 
long se possible, any ap|>roach ui reconciliation.” . . „ 

The Minister of InhTior, Mr. Lawrence, introduced a bill in the House of 
Aeseinbly which protsised to impose resirictums on the acquisition and pupation 
of laud by Asiaiice in Natal and to reimposc for a further period the reatrlc- 
tuma on trading by Asiaitcs in Transvaal.— I he Bill passed the first reading. 

Mr. K. M. Miiiishi. in a Tress alatcmciit. sanl ; Mr. Amcry s reply to Mr. 
Graham White in the Houee of Oommous liears the usual characteriatioa of Mr. 
Amcry *• atatements.” 

llth. 20 ecoDomiati of India Including Mr. V. G. Kale, Mr. K. 1. Shah* Mr. 
O. N. Vakeel, and Mr. D. R. Grnlgil, lasucd a statement from ^mbay, w^h 
aaid: ’TnSation is the most im^uitahle way of distributing the war bu^n 
and oaualty iiivolvea large transfers of wealth from the poorer and ^e middle 
cUesee to tlie richer elaeacs. It is slso midwirahle beesuae it lucreaaea the coat 
of war and impaira the war effort by hindering production. , . . . „ 

Mr. Malini Uanjan Sarkar. declaring open the e^rnnd MMion of tlie AH 
Bangel Economic Conference, urged that in any plan for future world feeooetnie* 
lion? it waaemenUal that India tlioitid be given full imUtical and 
freedom to evolve a bolane^ economy by a more rapid procme of indnatri* 
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Mn. Violet AIto, Omniilng Seeretery of the All India Chriatiaa Oonferinee, 
wea arreited at Ohaupatiii undn the Defence of In& Bulee. 

ISth. The Natal Indian Oongreae anbmittod a statement to the Minister of the 
Interior, Mr. Lawrence, nrginii; the Government not to introdnee "Begveaation 
measnres.** The introdnetion of **peggiog*' le(i;islation would be totally in- 
consistent with the principles of we Atlantic Charter, with the demoeratie 

a item« of Government and with Government's obligations under the 
ipe«town Agreement. 

Dr. Radba Kumod Mnkherjee, presiding over the AlMndia NationM 
Educational Conference at Hardwar, said that national education should 
minister to the moral and material needs of the nation in consonance with its 
indigenous ideals and traditions. National education must be rooted in the 
heritage of the past. 

tSth. An announcement from Government House, Calcutta, said : 'The Governor 
of l^ngai today received Khwaja Sir Nasimnddin and informed him that^ 
with a view to his being able to revoke the Proclamation under see. 9*1 of the 
Government of India Act, l9*i\ he would welcome hia assiHrance in forming a 
Ministry. Sir Nazim iiddin has accepted the Governor’s invitation’*. 

Bir Nazimiiddin invited the Hindus to help him to form s representative 
and strong Ministry. 

'llie Hindu Nationalist Party in the Benusl Ijegislatiire. at a meeting under 
the preHidentship of Dr. Siiyama Prasad Mukheriic, passed a resolution^ which 

stated inter alia : party regrets b) find thiit the Mtitllm l^giis party 

dHctinea to work with Muslim groups who do not hflonir ti> Die Mnnlim League 
although such groups are willing to join an all-ptirty Ministry on the ImHis of an 
agreed programme. This party consider such an attitude t4> be inconsistent with 
the welfare of the province at this critical juncture and with the declared poiiey 
of H. E. the Governor.** 

The Bengal Board for Anglo-Indian and European Kdiication, agreed that 
the Central Advisory Committee should he ssked to consider the estahiisliment 
of institutions on an all India basis for the education of deaf and dumb, 
blind and mentally defective Anglo-Indian & Eiiroi>eaii children. 

14th. In exercise of the powers assumed by him under Sec. 9:i, of the Government 
of India Act, 1915, U. E. the Governor of Bengal |>re]:)arcd the Bengal Finance 
Bill, 1943, sud gave his assent to it. 

IStb. The Secretary of State for India said in the House of Commons : **Ssbotsgs 
on railwsys in India is still in progress, 61 such cases were reported during 
tlie last three months— 28 in January, 16 in February and 17 in March. All 
except four were minor attempts at interference with the track or railway 

^ Tfc? Standing Committee of the Chamber of Princes met in New Delhi under 
the chairmanship of the Jam Babeb, Chancellor, Chamber of Princes. Other 
members present at the meeting included the Rulers of Faridkot, Kbairagarb, 
Maihar, Nabba. 

Madam Chiang Kai-Shek, replying to a press nuestion in New York, asserted 
that Pandit Nehru should be freed to throw India's lelessed imliticsl weight into 
the United Nation *a cause, because be was a qian with a world vision, 

16th. The Union Assembly ( 8, Africa ), by 3 votes to 31, rejected Dr. Malan's 
( Leader of the Opposition ) amendment to refer the Indian Restriction Bill to 
a select committee. The motion for the second reading of the Bill was carried, 
the opposition voting with the Government. 

Bwami Bhawani Dayal Saugadi and Mr. Mohamed Ahmad Jadwat, represen- 
tatives of the Natal Indian Congress, issued a atatement to the press, on the 
debate on the 2nd. reading of the Pegging Bill in the Sonih African Parliament 
taking strong exception to some of tlie sratemenU made therain by Fidd 
Marshal Bmuta. Mr. Lawrence, and other Union Cabinet Ministers. 

17lh. A combined deputation of the ladlaii and Eastern Newspapete Society and 
the Indian Language Newapapera Society met repreaentatives of the Gommeroe 
Department and disoueeed with tiism the queation of newsprint eontedi and the 
methods by which newspapers can seeore the delivery of the newsprint 
against ration cards. 

Mr. ^ W. Mellor, Chairman, iu his speech at the annnel meeting of the 
Indisn Paper Makers* Assjeiation tu Galeutta. after leviewmg the pcoblenu that 
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pada in tna Indian Bill DriMte that adTantaKa bad naan taban di tha 

by a faw wealthy Indiana of Natal and Tranaraal to make thamaalraa aaag. 

A naetini; of the Indian and Eaatm Nawapapart Boelaty waa bald In New 
Ddbi with lire DaradM Qandhi, prcalikiit, in the cbair. 


IMio Tba Natal Indian Aeaooiailob appealed to all Cbnrebaa In Booth Afriaa 
to atand by tha Indiana in opposition to tba Aaialie BiUs*— *Tha dn^ 
of tba Oburehaa,*’ the appeal atated, **ia clear^that of coodanning tM 
Bill and aaklng tba Union Government to poetpona it and aeaktng a motion 
. on nmtual nnderatanding and on eoneultativa linea.’* 

Tha (Oapetown) Aeaambly went Into committee on the Indian Bill whon 
Mr. 0. B. Bwart (Nationaliet Partj) moved that tha ‘'pegging'* provlriona be 
applied to tba whole of Natal. 

Mtte Tba Indian Restriction Bill paieed the commiltaa etaga In the Union 
Aaaembly (Natal) with only minor teitual alteratione. 

Khan Bahadur Q. A. Dossni, diicusmng the food eitnalion in hla praeidantial 
addtaaa at tba annual meetinit of the Mualim Chamber of Oommeroe, in Oaleutta, 
xagrettad that despite the warning given on behalf of the piiblio and reepontlhlo 
oommereial bodies, the India Government had not realised in Uma the 
aarionanaaa of tha problem. 


8M When the debate on the Iiidian Restriction Bill was reaumed during tha 
eommittee stage of the Union Assembly, (Cs|ietown), further amendments tabled 
by Mr. Bwart and Mr. Molteno were rejecM. A olause prolonging the reetrle* 
tions of Asiatics* trading rights in 'I'raiisvani imposed in 19.t9 was approved. 


find. The Federal Court held “that the Defence of India Rule 26, in Its present 
form, went bevoiid the powers which the IsegiAlsture bad thought fit to confer 
on the Central Gov< rumen t and was for that reMiuni invalid.'* 

Mr. A. K. Fazlid lluqi U*ader of the Progrtssive Assembly Party and Mr. 
Shamsuddiii Ahmed, Leader of the Krishak Pruja Parliamentary Party (Bengal) 
amphasised in a telegram addressed to H. E. the Viiiwoy, that 
any cabinet formed on the iiasia of the '‘ezcliisioii of i«riicular groufMi for tha 
purpose of peiiMlisifig them for their i>olilical opinions will lead to unprecedented 
trouble in Bengal and will fonsidcrahly hamper war effurls.** 

The Becreiary of Htaic for India, Mr. Aniery, told a questioner in the Uooae 
of Commons that he had no siatemeiit to make concerning the Indian legis- 
lation in B. Africa. 

The Bill to rcHtiict purchase of laud by Indians in Natal and the Tianevaal 
paaeed its third reading in tiie Boutii African Assembly. 
i8rd. The Vice-President of the Natal Indian Association, Mr. Sorahjee RustoroiJ 
atated that delegates of his Association met Field-Marshal Umuts and , apfiealed 
to him as leader of the Government not to proceed with the Pegging Hill, 
but to solve the question on a iion-staintory basis which would be aeoeptabla 
to Indians, 


tdth. The Rt. Hon’ble V. S. Srinivasa Saatri attfreMing a mMting at Mylapora, 
ottered n note of warning that the colour prejudice in South Africa wae a 
portent which, if unheeded, would spell dieaetcr tw future world pence. Sir 
Alladi Krishna Swami Aiyar presided. 

Mr. Shameoddin, ez-Minister ( Bengri ), ae President of the seventh nnnimi 
of the All-Bengal Krishtk Preds Conference at Faridpur, expree^ Um 


tdfh. 


hope that In the near' futare the workers and peimanu of Bengal, nndar the 
gsidanee of en eble leader, would capture the provincjsl legislator^ 

A new Ministry was formed in Bengal with Kbwitia Sir Narimi^lo as 
Chief Minister. The Minieters, of whom ceven were Moriime end Six flindne» 
their oaths of office. 

Qeocrel Bmnte dedered emphatically that **the Unkm Governnmt waa 
with the Indian %UI nnd ^plm It oa SiatiiM**, stated 
Mr. Borahlee Biieto««..VIce.Plfid^t^ ^ N^^ Indian Aseooiato. 
‘mmOrnnorof Bengal levolwd , with ^ tha oo^riemm of the Govenioff- 
^ * — into taee in Beagel the prorisioBe el eee» 
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93 Of tlM GoTenment Qf Indio Aet» 1935, whieh wm tfoacd on Moreh Slit, 
wot oniKHineed In o proelomotton hj H. E. tbo Oovernor. 

Mr. M. A. Jiimoh. in the eourae of bio oddcem to the onnnol teooion of tlio 
Mnelitt Leogue in New Delhi, eotd thot nobody would welcome it more thon 
himielf if Mr. Oondlii wos reolly willing to come to o eeUlement with Ae 
If utlim I<iB8gue ond thot would be the greotett doj both for Hindna ond 
Mualimi. Ue* then proceed to explain the nature of the Gorernment under 
PoUitoo ond deprecated all looae talk about Federation. 

Mth. The open aeaaioii of the All-India Mualim Lei^ue met in New Delhi.— 

The Houee after fX|>reeMng aorrow at the death of Sir Abdoola Haroon and 
Bir BIkander Hyat Khan, utiHiiitiioiialy adopted Mr. Z, L. Jjari’a resolution on 
the Anti-Asiatic Bill, which stated inter alia: The League strongly condemna the 
Bill and makea it clear tliat>if the Bill is assented to by the Crown it will lead 
to the gravest breach between the Indians and South Africans and will go to 
•ap the* foundationB of the future of the Comm on wealth of Nations. The L^ne 
urges the Government of India to intervene hi the matter immediately and 
ealiB upon the Union Government to refrain from enforeing the Bill.” 

At a meeting of the Deibi Provincial Council of Women in New Delhi, reaoln- 
Bona were passed welcoming the Bitie recom mended by the Kau .Committee 
ae a beginning in the right direction and accet'ting its broad principles. 

The aontial meeting oi the Barokriahua Miasioii was held at Beliir. The report 
of the activitiea of the Mlsatoii in 1942 stated that there were 66 Math Centres 
and 66 Miaaiou Centres in India and Abroad working in close collaboration 
with ^e Mission, liieae Centres con tin tied permanent activitiea of varioua types. 
The total income during the year was Ks. 18,19,757—11—3 and expenditure Ba. 
16B2.475-7-2. 

Dr. B« A. Ameaon, in his presidential address, at the All-India Medical Con- 
ference at Patna, criticized the I.M.B., which he described aa an anachrbniam, 
and pleaded for its abolition. 

Mth. The All-Iitdia MiisUm Ijesguo at its lust day’s sitting in New Delhi 
adopted a resolution eiii|K>wcring the President, Mr. Jinnah. to take till the next 
aciiiou of the League every step he might consider necesaary to .further the 
objects of the Mualiiii licngiic. 

The fourth annual acHsioii of the All-Tiidta Sttifea Mnallm League was held 
in New Delhi, under the prcjideniship of Nawab Ihiliadur Yar Jung. 

Muslim women resflirmt'd their Isith in PakiHimi and assured Mr. Jiiinah of 
their full support at a meeting of the Woiueii’s Biancli of the All-India Mualim 
Leagne (New Delhi), l^ndy ilaioon, the Prea.drni, was in the chair. 

Dr. Bhyania Prasad Mnklicrjre, Working i'rtsidcnt. All-liidia Hindu Mahaaabha, 
In a Press siHtcinciit, said : *Tii« iiuveniur of Brngnl has oensed to enjoy the 
confidence of the |^»i«le. lie is not the type of Hdininistrator in whose bands the 
deetiuiea of the |>eople can rest at a time when the ein my is knoiking at the 
gate lit is the coi atituiiunal right of the iwople. of. Bengal to demand that he 
abottld vacate his office and retire to his own country.” 

Mr. Zahir-dd-diu,: President uf the eighth session of the All-India Momio Con- 
ference, which commenced in New Delhi, observed : "The solution of the Indian 

e roblem Ihotild be the first csre of the United Nations. Prestige may dilate, 
Bt atateauianahip demaiids that tbe old uoiiotia must be diacanied and a fraah 
attempt made to. gratify tbe national aaidratioue of India.” 

tllh. The lollowliig preaa cammiinique .waa iaaued from New Delhi: 
**Tbe LeglaUiioii introduced in feoath Africa by the Uniou Government to 
axtaud Uie ao-oalled interim Act in tbe Transvaal tor a further period of three 
jeava and to. apply similar provieione to Natal hae now passed all ita ategea. 
The Govemmeut of India cannot but regard this newt with profound regret 
end eoiioern.” 

In connection with the propoaal for the exchange of reaeareh atadenta batwean 
India and China, the Calcattk University, in reaponae to an invitation by Mr. John 
Bargeut, Educational Commiaaiouer with the Government of India, forwaitel to 
him five names lor poat^graduata res ear ch aeholarahiiMi in Ohina. 

lifh. An Ordlnanee validating the aotion already taken under the D.L Buie 86 
and amending the D.l. Aet wee pubtiiAed in New Delhi. 

In n liBoltttioo p aaaed by the All-lndin Momin Cofeiiiiea in New Delhi, . the 
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Mtm tliAt it ffpmentad tlia 4} erom of Homiot mid no othm pnrlf or 
omnisnlioo hod wj rig^l to npmntit thorn «m odvoneod. 

Mr. Jinnoh’o fpeeeh nnd the pioeoodiagt of the Leogno ootoioii wolo orltidaod 
by the Working Oommittoe of m All-lndUi Notionolitt Lengite. Mr* 
ktotn presided. 

On the conelneion of their two months' tonr oi India Uie Ohineoe 
and Ottltural Mission, led by Dr. Ya*haln*Ku. met reprssentetifes of the Oalentta 
Press at a conference at the Orest Eastern Hotel (Oalcutta]» when in n fanewell 
message, Dr. Ku thanked the Qorernment and the people of India lor their 
welcome and hospitality. 

Dr. Hhyama Prasad Mokherjee, addressing a public meeting in Liihoii. dodared : 
"The Muslim League wanted to co-operate with the Hindus on the baala of 
Pakistan, but the Hindus were not willing to ▼iriseet their MoUierland.'*«-^Bhai 
Paramanand presided. 


tOCh. Mr. By^ Budradduk, an independent Muslim, was elected Mayor of Oalctttla 
defeating Mr. B1A.A. Ispahani, the Mnslim Mgue party nominee 'bf 42 
Totea to 37. 


May 1943 

His Majesty the King approyed the appointments of Bir Mohammad 
Asiznl Haqne, O.X.E., Dr. N. B. Ehare. M.L.A. and Sir Asoka lEbimar 
Boy, Advocate^General, Bengal to the Executive Gonneil of Mio 
Oovemor-General of India. 

Mr. L. 8. Amery, Secretary of State for India, in answer to 
a question in the House of Oommons, said : *'8teps have already 
been taken in India to remedy the situation created by the judgment 
of the Federal Court. An Ordinance was promulgated by the 
Governor-General on April 28.** 

The birth anniversary of Babindranath Tagore was celebrated by 
a ;) amber of literary societies and associations in Oalontta and 
its suburbs. 

Dr. B. B. Ambedkar, Labour Memiier, Government of India, 
suggested the formation of a labour party in India whose object 
should be the formation of a labour Government in India. 

Mr. Allah Bux, ex-Premier and President of the All-India Asad 
Muslim Conference, was shot dead at Shikarpur. 

The demand for the establishment of responsible Government in 
Kashmir was made by a deputation of the Muslim Conferenca 

Khwaja Sir Naximuddin made an appeal to Dr. Sbyama^ Pras^ 
Mukherjee and particularly the Hindu public to co-operate with him 
in the work of the Bengal Ministry. 

It was announced that the Government of India decided^ to remove 
all restrictions on the free trading of aU foodgrains and their produoto 
in Assam, Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and the Eastern States. 

H. B. the Governor of Bengal declared^ May 21 to be a public 
holiday to celebrate the victory of the Allied Forces in N. Afai^ 

Sir Mil Batan Sircar died at Giridih. 

Mr. Amery, in answer to a questkm in the House of Commons, 
said : **The total number of people impriipned for offeneao in 
connection with the Congress campaiga in India up to March U ic 
84,696, while 11,628 have been subject to detainment.'* 

H. E. the Govemor-Oeneral extended the life of the Oounott of 
State and the Central Lsgislalive Assmhhiy for a tetlmr psfled of 
one year from Oeh If 1948^ 
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The Oovermneot of lodift refused to forward a letter written by 
Ifahatma Oandhi to Hr. H. A. Jinnab. 

Mrs. Vijay Lakshmi Pandit was arrested in Allahabad, tinder see. 
129 of the D. L Boles. 

Mr. Amery stated in the' House of Commons that ihe Goyemment 
of Indiia had no intention of stsAsng the trial of Mahatma dandhi 
and other Congress leaders* 

The first opnferenoe of the Communist Party of India was held 
in Bombay. It stated in a resolution : "India's fkte and freedom is 
indissolubly linked with, the fight for world freedom.” 

His' Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir appointed Bai Bahadur 
Justioe Gianganath as President of the State Assembly in addition to 
his duties as Chief Justioe of the State High Court. 

lat- Dr; Sl^ams Prated MnkheTjte. in his presidential address at the Beneal Pro- 
▼inoiat Hindu Conference, said : *'A division of India Is no solution ot India’s 
oomnunnal problem. Flnanciallj it is unworkable, economically it is disastrous, 
and politically it is ruinous for India as a whole. Ihere can be no compro- 
arise on the issue.” 

A Pnnjsh Government Press Note said: *'It is not tlie intention of the 
Government of India to attempt to control the prices of foodgrains in primary 
markets as attempted last year in the esse of wheat.” 

14 demand! by the workers were enumerated by Dr. Charu Chandra Banerjee 
preaiding over the 26ih. session of the All- India Trade Union Congress 
at Bagpnr. 

Snd. A Gomroiiniqiie stated : ”His Majesty the King approved the appointmenta 
of Bir Mohammad Azisul Haque. G. i. B., Dr. N. B. Khare, and Bir 

Asoka Kumar Roy, Advocate General, Bengal, to the Executive Council of the 
Governor General of India.” 

A 4 Press Coromiiniqiie ssid that the Governor-General appointed Mr. Justice 
T. Ameer AU of the CHlentta High Court to |)erfurm the duties of the Chief 
Justice of the Csleuita High Court during the absence on leave of Bir Harold 
Derbyshire from May 3 to 

The Puiijsb Proviiicisl Hindu Conference conclude at Lyallpur. The main 
resolution, moved by Bai Bahadur Mebr Cband Kbanna snd adopted by the 
confereaee, opposed any s<*heme for the pnriitioii of India and expressed the 
determination of Punjab Ilindns to oppose any such move. 

Ird. Mr. M. A. Jinnah, comrornting on Preaa reactions to the I^eague session, 
•aid t '"Jhe position of the Muslim League ia one of realbin and 1 am sur- 
prised that newapai'cra in Britain aliould have indulged in hackneyed phrases 
such as “part> tactics” and VIsyiug to the gallery.’ 

The All-India Trade Uuiou Cmigreas, which concluded its session at Nagpur, 
rejected two resolutiona on the |ioliiical eituation, one B|>onsored by Commuiiiata 
and the other by Nationslista. Both resolutiona protested against the continued 
detention of Mahatma Gandhi and the leaders, and condemned the Government’e 
decision not to allow interviewB with Mahatma Gandhi. 

4th. The Betretary of State for India, Mr. Amery, was aaked in the House of 
of Commone for a statements on the action following the Indian Federal 
Court’s judgment regarding internees under Rule 26 of D. I. Bulce.— 
Mr. Amery in a^wHltem reply said: '*Btepa have already been taken in India 
to remedy the aituetion created by tlie judgment of the Federal Court. lAn 
Ordinance was promulgated by the Governor-General on April 28, taking the 
necesaary powers to cover D. I. Rule 26 and validating all ordeis pievioualy 
mads under the Buie.” 

6th. Mr. W. G. Cove, the Welsh Labour M. P., wrote in the ”Datfp fferald^i 
”1 have read exteusively the etatemente of Mr. Gandhi and the Indian Congreia 
and I have found no evidence in them which breekeia Mr. Gandhi and 
CongrcM Icadera with the eelf-avowed and virile imperialism of Mr. Amery. 
The Congreee la more ready to come into a world offEaulaation in whieh aover- 
• rignty hi iubaerTient to international control than hi Mr Amery,” 



—IS MAT W] OHBOmOLB OF KVKirat ■ 

•O. Tte o( State «or Indik Mb. Amcry. MbiR mM Ib Ow Homw «l 

OomamiwJf. in ^ of tee mnta in Indin. he •<»» take m om»(liini»y of 
wdeoronring to bring ell pertke then into negotlerione eriUi R. MV Goeem* 
iMd ; 1 Te^mt there hmve not been nny recent tierelofminite thnt would 

proepecte of eiieh ^ nep:otintlmie lending to nny froitfal meulte."— 
Aekied, If in riew of the* Krtfity of the tetnee inrtdve^ the time hid* not been 
SMched when me^ Government of LMln miirht tnlee n. more eoneiaroettre line, 
im : ‘ I nm eoneidering thm pn»Hleme ell the lime.’* 

Replying to e eneition m #0 whetbin FnndU Jewhnr Fioi Nehw bed been 
tonMnrm from- IndU- or^ hed* been nomnletelv iwilnted from other Oongmce 
Inderg Mr. Amery ieid that the Pandit was under detention in Indie wee In 
the company of other memhem of the Conexm§ Working Oommittee. He wee 
permitted to eorretimnd with- memben of hie family on domeetie mattem. 

Ttbo Ihr; Sf. B. KHare aMiimed charge of hie ofliee ■■ Member of die VIcerof % 
Ent'cutfve CouncH in charge- of Indiane Overeeae. 

Sill Tile Working Oommiitpe of the Agra Provinoial Rindii 8abha«. at a meeting 
held at Oawnporef etated In a vcFoltgion that the attitude of the Malmealiha 
partiruhirly in regard to the. fact of Mahatma Gandhi and In ankihg Sir J. P. 
Bfivaatava not to resign had eanaed difiaT>|>oiiititteni and diaron>»4»ii.t among the - 
Biudna. The rcaofutibii dcmamfi!(i immediate reviaina of the MatmabblimV 
pidicy and progiamme and enggpRled that it ahould deal with th.i •Uiiatlon 
with drmneM and afl practical meaiio to achieve mdeimtitlenee. 

Mr. Bekim Alaiivl «lalfl Nalir^ the Frnntiet Mnalim leader, in a atatemeni 
ti tlie Presa in Pesliwar* urged Siv George Otmnritgham not to follow the 
examplec of tl»e Governora of Mind and Bengal* in the midter of fortnlng a 
Miniati^ for the Frontier Province. 

Sir bnituD Ahmed, Memlier for information and Broadcasting, decided to 
act np a Publicity Advisory Board cotiaiatlug of ofBciale and non-otHehila to 
meet at regular iutervala. 

Olh. The birth anniyeraary of Kahindranath Tagore «aa celebrated by a ininaber 
of literary ■ocieltes and aasociations in Calotiita and ■nbiirlM. Celebrathma 
generally took the form of meetinge at which aneakerc r*>calleii Tagore'e 
■ervicca to Uteratnre and finmanite. It waa emphcaised that T>morc^s idiiloiiophy 
had H uiiivcranl appeal and that hla works would continue to inspire bit 
countrymen. 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, Labour Member, Government of Tndts, addressing a 
public meeting convened by the Scheduled Class Federation in Bombay, 
asserted that Mahatma Gandhi and the Congresa High Oommand bad die* 
played "utter polidcal bankruptcy.** 

lOlk. At the half-yearly meeting of the All-India Women's Conference, In 
Calcutta, the Hindu women’s Intestate Soeoession Bill and the food problem 
were discusaed. Mra. Indira Devi presided. 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, Labour Member# Government of India, speaking at a 
party in Bombay, suggested the formation of an Indian labour party whoM 
obiect should be the establishment of a labour Government in India. 

The Working Committee of the All-India Hindu Mabssabhn, in a resolntion 
that Mr. Jinnah’s invitation to Mr. Gandhi and the Congress to write to him 
waa suggettive of expectation of a favourable response ’‘from qusrtcrs resdy to 
agree to a cent per cent transfer of power to the Lesgue.** 

nth. The resignstion of Mr. T. C. Gosweml end Mr. B. P. Psin (Members of the 
Bengal Cabinet) and four others from the Bengsl non-official Congrras Farlm- 
mentary Party wss accepted by the Party st its meeting si the house of Mr. 
Santosh Komar Basu, its Deputy Leader. 


Itth. The Government of Bengsl promnlgat^ s Statutory Order milled ths B^^ 
Bceidential and Catering Kstablisbments Food and Fnel Enquiries Order, IW 
to sseertain the food and fuel reqnirements of residential and cattnng - 

R, Ambedkar, lAtbonr Member. Government of Inc^.^ in. Sm 


of an interview In Bombay, suggested a solution tbe 
aidd: /Tbm Pakistan tasne mast now be rggardiM as a _ 

•taps can bs tahsa lor ths Inmiag of a eonstitotioo lor In^ nnlsm 
irinaiy tasos is ssttM 00 s wsj or ths othmr.** 
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L. tLJbmmrh OMnlm ol Bltta for lodio leofo Um fonowior tgoiii lo 
. -M>S ^ ppmaMin :niie IqUI oombtr of poopio Uapritontd lot oil Mi ao i 
K ^ oonipi^gii lo Indk op to Morob ^ io HW 

2^^11,828 Ikikvobm ta^t lo^dcudomtot* The nomlmr In tbo pcitoo oo 
23jOTi mod tbo nombtf indodnitolr dotmiood olifebtlp m oieoM 

oiaan.” Ho added Umt tbo Ugarw dUI not oow tb* N. W. FT^iooo. 

Mid Sir IMommod SoadaUa, Fronior of ^Mom. in oa intorviow, amid : **I1io 
fOMt Goffornnent of India order ereating mo fioatorn Zcnm oonaiating of Bite, 
prlaaa, Bengal and the Surma Valley of Aaoam witb eomplolo froadom of tiado 
in ioodg^M baa been a bolt from tba bliio to the Qotromaaoat of Aaaam.* 
^Ctel. Qodfn^ Bloholoon moved the foBowing roaolutlon at te C 
tety O^oranee In London; '*Thia Oonferanoo plodgaa ita fall aapporl to 
BL BL^ Qovcrnmant in the effeetiTe raeognitlon of tbalr twofold roapooaBdilty 
tbo folfilment of tnelr doolarod pdioj that In ‘ 


towaida India, namely. 

•oon aa 


IniMi 

WMain aa aoon aa poailble te and equal partnerablp In tl« Britlab Oommom» 
wtalth of Matioqa under an agreed eoaatltation of Indian deviaing, and aeeoodlp, 
the malntenanco of that ordered liberty, upon wbieb alike depend ladii*a eoa* 
tribation to the eommon atruggle and the permanent welfare and bapplBaaa of 
bar paopiea* 

The Working Oommittee of the Bengal Provinelal Rindn Mebaaabba aaet la 
CUentta, wider the prealdentahip of Dr. Sbyama Praaod Biakbarte and adoptad 
a raaolatbNi deelaiing that ‘*Hindae of Bengal have no ooafldanee In the new 
Ifinlatry formed by Sliwaia 8ii Naiimoddlii.*’ 

, It waa andouneed that Mr. 8. LalU LO.B., Deputy High OommUonar for 
India in London, would offtieiate aa High Oommlaeionar with efhat from lily 
8b tBl anoh time aa the High Oommiaalonec-dealgnata' Bit 8. jUngan^Wiftn 
aaanmed charge. 

BIr Ttj Bahador, Dr. M. B. Jayakiw, Dr. Baehahldananda Biaba^ Sir Obaiil* 
lal B. Mehta. Ba> Mabeawar Dyal tei and Bit Jagidlab Praaad taoad a 
atatament from Now DMbI, niging the appointmcal of aa taipartial tribnaal to 
invaatteM the abargea amda agmln*f Oongraaa laadart in datanBoa, or la the 
altevaative, iba relaaae of Iboaa laadeiu ao at to anahla them to rerlaw Iba 
aitnation and attempt a aolution of Iba polittoal doadloek. 

The Fatal lodlan Oongrte aanounoad that it had aeoaptad tbo f aa ign o te i 
of Iti Bacretaiy, Mr. Haaa M^dlndi. 

The drat Oongraaa of the Oommnniat Party of India waa fonaally laaogo* 
ntid in Bombay, bafore a lacg« nnaibor of workne^and^ naarly fOO dj deg a t aa 
from all parte ol India. Mr. Bbnbim Makberte Pmaldenl it the All-iadla 
lOmm Babba. hoieted tiM Oornwranlat Flag. 

„ Dr.P. N. Beoeriea leate and Mr. Bamndme Oaptik Mai ^ ^ 

mSSam ^ flm denwid mede by 

tetnttMtokSliM Ite iNM doing tlw mm MoiM aCtk. Ovlnl JmmMf." 
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' OU 1 

am. X 


mamAto Moiiitoiito •e^ cto Mjuug. Cooncu ,of - 
AomMl fag . hattMt pwM «t go. yoi fcwo OtX 

ilk kM ordme deled Jane Ml X8f8 will Mudit.^ 
m^TnrnSnrtTto” faln^ m ml U liidifMMto mi UMm. 
ilaB*SMhMUah»faroonbaok.Md 'piWic»te IktHi of tnopa Mtftag is 

Mladia oe MMwbmn. 

Mr. Bamod 8lo« rathoriod MUiM^al M Miowtog aUtai^M M 
iMhdl: -Tm mat ■« •• dotori^ »**.« >> ** ^ 

irtur*-*!-" Unte iha 0«ranaiait hM M ilolf ba hudtf la br Hi 


dtoho da. ItaadAa 


Ik 

toi 


sassisra 


The 

witb 

Ibat 


Kiaf i 


4b «iin 


.too Hot MU 
toaa Mb. OasAi to 
• «iah to oot Uto.”. 


Thi 

i 

•to 


•I Mb .ton 


8 



S6 


THB INDIAN ANNUAL BBGIIBTEB 


I 26 MM ^ 


policy in regcrd to corrMpondence or intorfiewt with Mr. Qtndhi, tho GofomiBent 
of India have decided that thia letter cannot Im forwardM and liafe •• 
informed Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Jintiah. They .are not prepared to ffive fadlite 
for political correspondence or contact to a person detained for promoting an 
ill«l mast movement which he haa not disavowed and thus giavily 

emmHrassing India’s effort at a critical time. *lt rests with Mr. Gandhi to 

satisfy the Government of Indit that he can safely be allowed once mors to 
pardoipate in the public affaire of the eoiinm, and until he doee ao tlm 
disabilidea from which he suffers are of hta own choice.*’ 

At the eeesioii of the Communist Party of India Conferenoe, in Bombay, Mr. 
P. 0. Josbi, general aecretary of the Party, speaking on the passing of the Angnit 
resolution by the Congress and the subsequent happentnge in the couniry^ eaid 
that by the August resolution the Congress fqr the first time, declared in clear 
and unambignoiM terms that the world stood divided Into two oampa and that 
India’s place waa with the United Nations. 

Mra. Vijay Lakihmi Pandit was arrested under Sec. 129 of the D.I. Bales, st 
Aliahsbad. 

STth. Mr. L. 6. Amery stated in the House of Commons that the Govammeot 
of India has no intention of etaging the trial of Mr. Gandhi and other detained 
Ckmgxesa leadeia. 

The in an editorial wrote : The Muud of ihe Oovemmeni of India 
to wUow Mr Gandhi to write to Mr. Jlnnah oniess Mr. Gandhi witbdrasrs hla 
anmmona to Civil diaobodlence ilinavratee painfully the nature of the deadlo^ 
in which the Conatitutioiial iiane ia at present gripped.” 

Mr. P. G. ioalii. General decretary of the Oomimiiiist Party of India, in his 
addrasi to the Oonimuoriat Party Congress in Bombay, expressed the hope that 
Mr. M. A. Jinnali, Preaideiit of the Mualkn League, would come forward and 
ask for the release of MMiatma Gaudld. 

The OommunUt Party of India Oouvauilon .adopted a aumher af resotntiona 
aanding fraternal greetliiga to the armiea of the United Natloua. 

Mr. V. D. Bavarkar. Preaident of the All«Itidia Hindu MahaaahlHL addressing 
a pubtle luRctioa in mehration of his birthday at Poena, laid: There may be 
many kistiUitionat in this country, but as long as they are aervUig the eanee of 
Pao*Htedu!sm, it makes no dlfrerciice wliether its name Is this, or its flag is 
that. T assure you that the Utudu iiation’a piogreaa lies in fhe only way that you 
art following”. 

Mlh. Mr. M. A. Jiiwiah, Presldeut of the A. I. Mohlim League issued a statement 
an the Govern ment of Iiifha Cominuniqiia xegasding Mahatma Gandhih letter to 
khn. He said : TIm letter of Mr. Gandhi's ran only be eonsidesed as a move to 
embroil the Muslim League with the Brltieh Government solely for the purpoee 
of hhlpiog his (Mr. Gandhi’s) release so that he might do whatever he pleated 
thereafter”. 

Mr. O. Rajagopatacliari, In a statement from Madras, aaid inter alia : The 
British people tuould realise that it la not a question of prison regnlationi but a 
crime iqcainst the people of India to refuse a meeting at this preaeut {unction 
between Gandhijt and Mr. Jinuah. It is not ■teteamansbip”. 

a. Sir Naximuddin. Bengal Premier, stated in a Prasa interview in Oalentte that 
one of the principal object of hia visit to Delhi wae to disouse with competent 
anthorltles the problem of Bengal’s fopd supply. • He had had meetings^ among 
others, with Bk Asixul Haque and Major General Wood, both of whom were very 
•ymnathetic and promised .to help Bengal aa far as poesible in aolving the 
problema. He also discussed other important queatiooa affecting tho Pkovinoo 
with, tho Viceroy and Membera of the Bxeonlivo Oonncil. 

Mr. 0. Ri^igopalachari, in a atatement, observed : **Tbe prestige of the 
Muslim League would have been raised and its goal brought nearer if Instead of 
trying to re^y to a lettei^ which he never got, Hr. Jinnah had joined in eMliag 
o conferenoe of all avMiable Indian leaders to eonsidsr wbst shotild be dons to 
ovoreoms the muddle which Govimmeat have act up in the rood to n 
national psot”. 

His Highneia tho Maharaja of Kateimir aeoepted tho rerignatlon tendmd by 
Bal Bateufur Pandit Kiahan Lai KiteMu, Prcaidont of tho State AaaomMy wiS 
iSbet from Aimaat L Hia fiighneos apraated Rd Bahadur Justfee Qanga Nath 
at PMident U tho State Assembly in afihtion to his dutioi os Chief Juilioe of 
tho State Hl^ Court, 
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The ^▼ammonfc of India and the representatiTes of the cotton 
textile industry agreed to adopt control measiires to bring down the 
price of doth and yam as also to increase production- 

SL to the House of Commonsi re : rice position 

in India : The rice situation still causes anxiety and must continue 
to do so as long as the Burma crop is lost to us. The chief oonoenL at 
present, is ior Bengal, and especdally Oalontta”. 

Dr. N. B. Khaxe, Member. Executive CbuncU, fiovemment d India, 
speaking in Hew Delhi, advised the people to support war effort 
whole-heartedly. 


The Federd Court dismissed the appeal of the Bengal Govammsot 
against the Calcutta High Court's judgment dedaring certain previsions 
of the Special Court's Ordinance ultra virea. 


AUama Mashriqi, leader of the Ehalman, sent a tdegmm to Mr 
Jinnah, requesting him to ees Mahatma* Gandhi in jail- 

Mr. V. D. Bavarkar was pressnted with a purse of Bs. 5LOOD in 
Bombay, on his 60th birthday. ^ “ 

Sir Patrick Spens, the Chief Jnstioe of India auumed diarge of 
his office. 


Mra Vijay Lnxmi Pandit was rdeased unconditionally. 

In the Budget Session of the Mysore Bepresentative Assembly the 
Dawan-in-ohazge dealt with the queetion of political prisoners. He 
also referred to the food shortage and the remedies thereof. 

His Majesty the King approved the award of the V. C. to 
Bubadar Lai I^hadur Thapa, 2nd Gurkha Bifleo. 

The United Nations' Day was observsd on the 14th June in 
Calcutta, Madras and other places. 

The death anniversary of the late Deshabeadhu C B. Das was 
observsd on the 16th June in Calcutta and many other places. 

Ftold Marshal Sir Archibald WaveU was^ appointed Viceroy and 
Governor-General of India. 

Sir Claude Auchinleck was appointed Commander-in-chief of India. 

Mr. B. C. Chatterjee. nationalist leader, died in Calcutta. 

2 members of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. Mr. Dhirendranath 
Mukherjee and Mr. Nishit Nath Kundu. who were being detained as 
security prisoners under the D. L Buies, were released from jail in 
Calcutta. 

Sir Shatoat Ahmad Khan, High Commissioner for India In South 
Ahica, opening the 16th seesion of the South African Indian Congrecs 
at Jc^anneeburg. said : 'Indians do not desire domination or supremacy 
in Natal... ...All they insist on is equality of opportunity and aboli- 
tion of the colour bar which is inconsistent with the sanetity of 
human rights". 


to THE INDUK AHNU AL REOISnBR [ 1 JiniB ’48* 

lit Kaswar Bir Jagadifii Fnaad, in n •Utemeat in New Delhi, enid : *‘Mr. 
Jlaonh’e etnteaienft on the Ooferoment oi Indit'e refnenllo allow Ifehetme 
Oandhi to write to him deeervea mmre comment than the refnaal itedf. 
Habitual bombaat often lande Mr* Jinnah in awkward predicamenta. In hia 
reoent oration at Delhi he tried to prodnee the Impreieion that he had now 
attaiBad to each a decree, of power that the Britiah Government could not rick 
hia ^pleaaure. Be invited Mahatma Gandhi to write ' to him direct and 
annonnned fomewhat ma}eBtica1ij that the Government of India dare not 
atop the letter. The letter waa written and waa atopped. Mr. Jinnah. with 
practiaed agility, trice to get out of the difficulty oy the cheap device of 
attacking the writer. Hcvknowa that he can do ao with impunity aa Gaudhiji 
will not be allowed an opportunity to reply.** 

Addreaaing the Budget Seaaion of the Mysore. Bepreaentative Aaaembly. the 
Frealdent anrveycd the financial poaition of the State and indicated the main 
linea cA development calculated to improve the economic advancement of the 
State and the people. 

tad. Dr. N. B. Khare, apeakiog at a party in New Delhi, advised tlie people to 
anpport the war effort whole-heartedly as it waa on the victory of the United 
Natioua that the future of India waa linked. 

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, in a atatement criticized Mr. Jinnah-a attitude with 
xpgard to Mahatma Gandlli^l letter and went on to refer to the ** wholly 
nneooatltutional*’ manner in which, he said. Provincial MiuitCriea were being, 
xarived. 


A. The Government of India and* represfutativea of the cotton- textile induatry 
agreed’to adopt control meaaurca to bring down the price of cloth* and yarn aa 
aiae to inereaae production. 

The U. 8. Ofifee- of War Information published, a report on> indla’a contrilm- 
tkm to the Allied North African, victories which waa cited, aa an *'outaCandiiig 
example of. the way in which, members of the United Natioua are oarryiing out. 
tiftf pUgea.'* 

Mr* Amciy^ answering at complaint. In the House of Oommoiie^. re t irioe 
poeltldm aaidi: **Tbe Ihteet mtuirta from India azet ttiar whw Ipat reaped 
la a bumpto- crop and* that other apriiig eropa are good; monng 


slowly to markflt and prit^a are still byu The/ rice aHsiariQii cauaee 
anxiaty and must continue t/br. do so aa Ibng aa the Burma brbpe^ it loat. to ua. 
The onief eoneern. at preaent la for Bengal' and ; specially Ualcuiia, where the 
price* of rice* it over eight timce pm^trair, this is hot true of India 

ganecaify.*' 

Malik Khiwr Hjal Khan, tlie Prebtisf of ^the Puniab, declared that the 
Jinnah-Sikaadei FmI w«s in full force. 


4th. Bii ExeaUlency the Governor of Bengal ' imder the Defence of India Rutea 
leaned m Btaigal Firodgraina In<tuiriea and Coiiivol Order, 1948. The Order 
mdied is dm whole of Bengal and cornea into effect immediately.— Under the 
Order, all adiiKs on demand i>y an anthorntci officer or eommitlee, were to 
fendsh full awdf true information of the atocka of alt foodgraina in their 
poeeaaaiott and other relevant informalkm asked for. 

The Federal Goort by a maiority of two Judges ( Sic 8. Varadaphariar. acting 
Chief Juetlee and Sir M. Zafarlls Khan ) dismiaacd the l^ngal G^cri»meot*a 
appeal agaiaet ilie Oaicutta High GourtV Jufkment declaring certain provitions 
01 the Speefa! Goorts Ordinanee ultra vliee. Mr. Justice Rowland diseeated. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah said at Karachi : **£ver lince the Cdngresa xnaofotion of 
8tK. August last, he had repeatedly said that the Cong r e aa deoUkm was not a 
mbelllon againat tha Briiiah Qovmment only, bnt mi internecine war, 
a deelaimtibn of war agaiiist the Muslim League and Muuim India, and that 
•nlaia the Oongnaa dropped He plakd, there waa no riinnce of n aettlament.** 


filh. Seventy women were eigBatorlce to an atipeal that waia sent to the Prime 
Minieter and the texetary of Stale for India Iffclnd^ Mlee Jenine 

jU Adamion, M. Mist BjW Thorndike and Mrs. L. Petkick Lawrenee and 

their appeal etated ; **We, the undersigned, believe that we ere expceealng the 
deslie of many people In Ihle eoontiy. in Indio nod other paria of tha world 
to wanting to ana tl^ deadlo^ between Briuin and India ended oow.** 

Sir WilRni PMririe Spans. (toief-Joatioe Dcrignote of the Fedend Ctart of 
Iadi% and tody Bpena atmoSln Kan^ 
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"United Netione* D^** WM oelebrnted in the Medns city under the euepioei 
of the National War Fronts H. fi. Sir Arthur Hope preeidinu. Bepreeentatifea 
of FightiuK France, Greece. China, Norway, Denmark and Belgium partieipated 
in the cel&rationa. ^ 

The Gorernment of Madrae leaned an order under the Defence Bnlee. 
prohibiting the posBeaeion by any person of rice and milleta which would 
be more* than hia monthly requirement except under licenae. 

lath. At a meeting of the Council of the Servants of India Society at Poona the 
release of Congress ]esdera» was urged. In a resolution it was stated : 
**The Council of the Servants of India Society views with grave concern 
the situation created by Government's refusal to permit Dr. Shyama 
Prasad Mukherjee and Mr. C. Ralagopalaehari and the deputation of the 
Delhi Leaders’ Conference to interview Mahatma Gandhi in prison with a 
view to securing a solution of the present political stalemate. 

16fh. The significance of the life and work of Mr. C. B. Das in the light of the 
situation fn the country was explained at a meeting held in the different parts of 
Calcutta pn the occasion of the 18tb. anniversary of his death. 

'Ihe Government of India issued an order setting forth measures to control 
the prices, productions and sale of cotton cloth and yarn and to prevent 
hoarding by manufacturers and consumers. The order ‘ gave effect to the 
agreement concluded earlier in the month in Bombay between the Government 
of India and the cottoff textile industry. 

Sir Asizul Haque, Commerce and Food Member, Government of India 
received a deputation of representatives of Tata Iron and Bteel Co., and Indian 
Cable Co. and discussed with them the food situation concerning industrial 
labour at Jamshedpur and neighbouring areas. 

17th. At a meeting held in Madras,, under tbe auspices of the Mylapore Social 
League, Mr, A. M. Alla^iohai spoke on the political deadlocki 

Ifith. Field Marshal Sir Archibald Wavell was appointed Viceroy and Governor- 
General of India. 

Sir Claude Auchinleck was appointed Commander in-chief of India. 

The following is the text of the announcement issued from 10, Downing 
Street : "The King has been pleased to approve the appointment of Field Marihal 
Sir Archibald Percival Wavell, o. o. b., g. m. o., ii. a, A. d. o., to the Viceroy 
and Governor General of India in succession to the Most Honourable, the 
Maxquis of Linlithgow, f. c., k.t., q. m. 8.I., Q. o. m., i. b., o. b. b., d. l., 
T D., who will retire in October next. Mis Maies^ has likewise approved 
the appointment of Field Marshal Sir Archibald Wavell to succeed Lord 
Linlithgow as His Majesty’s representative for the exercise of the functions 
of the Grown in its relations with Indian States.— 'The King has 
further been pleased to approve the appointment of General Sir Claude 
John Eyre Auchinleck G. c. i. B., c. b., c. b. i., d. b. o., o. b. b., a. d. g., to 
be the Commander-in-chief, India and a member of the Governor General’s 
Executive Council iu succession to Field Marshal Wavell’’. 

At the Labour Party Conference (iiOndon). after a speech b^ Mr. Reginald 
Sorenson. M. P. urging Government to make another offer to India or at least 
reopen negotiations, Mr. Arthur Greenwood persuaded the sponsors of the two 
resolutions to withdraw them on a pledge that the Party Executive would 
immediately open new discussions on the Indian policy* 

IBtb. A Gazette Extraordinary issued in New Delhi, stated : *GeneraI Sir Claude 
Aufjiinleck, who has been apppinted Gommander-in-ehief of His Majesty’s forces 
In India, assumed charge of hia office with effect from this afternoon. From 
that moment he becomes a member of the Viceroy’s Exaentive Council in the 
place vacat^ by Sir Archibald Wavell’’. 

H. fi. H. the Nizam’s Government proposed to levy an Exeeas Profits Tax. 

eofli. The death ocouned in Galcniu of Mr. B. u* Onattcijee, naffonalist leader. 
He was 64* 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, nmlying to an address presented to him by tbe Karachi 
Muslim Chamber of Commerce, said : "Unless a> nation is eeonomieally well 
organised and powerful, it cannot progress- In any sphere. The economic side 
is the very foundation of a nation’’. 



•J2lt laam *48 ] OHRONIOLB OF E V KN T8 81 

Mointfon oonming wnm to tito Iwraio Bad Amy and tki 

Sofiet pwple wm pi^ at a meeting to Oalentta, hdd under the aoepleae of 
tiie So?iet anion in celebration of the eeoond annireraarf of the SoTiat** 
German War. 

^ C^cutta and iubnfba atoppad plying ]aat before noon aa 

a Mult of a atrika declared by the dritera and condnotora proteeting agalnat 
“the treatment meted oat to toam by the Tiraffie Police'*. 


find. ^ Field-Marahal Bir Archibald WaTctl, the Viearoy*deal 

Btatement ainoe hia appointment to a group li 

a at the India Office aaid that there waa certainly, no intention to aaT ap 
in “ 


motion jpven nouoe of^y Mr. L. B. Ra]n, Depnty Leader of the Oongreaa Party 
in the Oottncii to "criticiae the policy of the Gorernmant in not abollahing 
Special Criminal Oourta eonatituted under the Special Oriminai Oonrta Act 
certain proviaiona^ of which hare been declared ultra firea and nnoooatitutiooal 
by the Federal Gourt*^ failed to aecure the neeeaaary minimum number of rolea 
for admiaaion. 


tSrd. At a meeting of the Madras Prorinoial Khakaara* organiaation held at 
Triplioane, a reaolution waa adopted deploring the grare poliUeal and eoonomte 
eltniation in the country, and requesting Mr. Jiiinah to aee Gandhiji in Jail, and 
aeek waya and meana to end the deadlock. 


24tb. The Seccetoiy of State for India, Mr. Amery, dealt in the Houae of Oommona 
with an aaaertion by Mr. Sorenson (Lab) that a letter from Mr. Gandhi to the 
Viceroy on Sept. 23, 1942, condemning riolence was omitted from the pnbliahad 
correspondenoe.^Mr. Amery aaid : **Mr. Sorenson is under a mlaapprehenalon. 
The only letter receired from Mr. Gandhi during September waa addressed not 
to the Viceroy but to the Secretary, Home Department Gtovernment of India". 

Two membera of the Bengal Assembly, Mr. Dhirendranath Mukherjee and 
Mr. Nisbit Nath Kundu, who were being detained as security prisoners under 
the D. I. Buies were released from the Presidency Jail, Calcutta. 

The Secretary of State for India, Mr. Amery, announced in the Houae of 
Oommona : "Field Marshal Sir Archibald WaTeira a^intment as Viceroy of 
India does not imply any change in His Majesty's Goremment’a pledge policy 
rpgarding the derelopment of Indian Self-Gorernment". 

Mtb. Dr. P. Varadaraiulu Naidu had a disonsaion with Mr. Mohamad Pidaha 

« _ J 1 4— 




explore the posHibilitiea of a coalition Ministry in Madras. 


Mth. The Government of India announced their new loan programme, Two noti- 
fications were issued, one closing the Third Defence Loan (3% 1951-54) with 
effect from July 1, 1943 and the opening of new loans from July 8. The lattos 
include (1) a re-iasue of the 3% loan ls3i-85 and (2) the Fourth Ddenco/ Loan 
in the form of the 3% loan, 1953-55, subscriptions to either being acceptable in 
cash or 47^ Bonds. 1943. 

H. £. the Governor of Bengal, under the D. I. Buies, issued the Hoooe Bent 
Control Order. 1943. . - . 4, ' 

Mr. Nalini Banjan Barker, presiding over the All-Bengal Food Gonfaimm 
made a stong plea for "a comprehensive plan of action to meet a rapidly deton* 
orating food situation and its immediate translation into praetiee." 

In ttie Mysore XiCi^lative Council, a cut motion moved by Mr. S. Nunman 
Bao to discnaa the nnaatiafactory way In which lands were being gfMt^ km 
growing more food, and to consider why this policy of growing more food nail 
iMled, oecupded a good deal of time. 

fi7tlL The All-Bengal Food Conference concluded its ddiherationa in Calentti^ 

Mr. M. L. Khemka, presiding over the annual meeting of the C ^to: 

her of Commerce, held in Calcutta, expreas^ the view mt an nU-pmrtim Oebbto 
could only tackle the food problem saooeaafully. He eridctoed te Oantnl and 
Pxovinciaf Governmento lor the way they had handled aitaatioiu , ,, 

Six Bhafaat Ahmed Khan, High Commiaaioner for India in Boat|i AUtop 
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r iing the 16th. MMton of the South Africen Indum OonKreee et JohenneeburK 
rvM : **Indiaiifi do not desire domination or Bupremacy in . Natal. They act 
on the policy of live and lot live. All th^ insiat on is equality of opportunity 
and abolition of the colour bar which ia inconaistent with the aaootity of 
human righta.” 

Mh. The foli jwiii)t farewell Order of the Day to the armed forces in the India 
Ooinmand was issued by Field- Marshal Sir Archibald Wavoll forioerly C-in-0. 

**H. M. tlie Kin(;«Bmperor has been pleased to call upon me to become Viceroy 
and Governor-Gehersl of India in suocesston to H. E. Lord Linlithgow in Oct. 
next. 1 leave, therefore, the office of 0-iii-O in India, hut I look forward to the 
opportunity which has thus been given me of rendering further service to India 
apd aball endeavour, to the utmost of my ability, to discbarge faithfully my new 
reauoiisibilities to the King-Emperor and to the Indian people.*' 

The Orissa Legislative Assembly met in Cuttack to consider the food situation in 
the proviitce. The- Maharaja of Parlaktmedi, tlie Premier, amd that steps taken or 
intended to be taken for aafe-gaardiitg the interest of the people were immediate 
introduction of the Provincial Qoveriiment’s rice purchasing scheme, the removal 
of the obligation of the Province to export rice to Madras, Travancore and 
^yion. 

tfith. l*he South African Indian Gongreaa concluded its deliberations at 

^^Mr?*l?^l^^haitan presiding at the first Quarterly General Meeting of the 
Indian Chamber of Commerce in Calcutta. b|>oke of the food supply position in 
Bengal and the measures taken by the Govern meat to tackle it. 



Notes on Indian History 

f n of tndl* that nnata the iriiolopanoiMna 

tlio vart millenia of her distinctive life and olvilisatioD in its aotoal shape and 
ralour and due pro}>ortion and perspective, still reniaini to be written. The inateriaJs 
^£.4 u ^ such a vMt outline ana making such a eompreheiieive and oonneoM 
stetch are not yet in band. A fairly deSnite outline and connected sketch which 

e ves the promise of being some day develoiied into what is called **soientifio histon” 
IS. however, been steadily emeriging out of the mist that* veils the immensity of 
India s past^ mist which (thanks to the Ishpurs of the iiivestigatnrs) has 
perceptibly thinned without being as yet actually lifted as far as one can now make 
one B incursion into the i^e J^at ^aw the birth of Biidhism and Jainism in India 



of millenift. But from the position .rbere we can now make our historical 
prospecting, these vast remote dark spaces of Indian history recede and shrink and 
fold up and, at last, look like a far-away blank, black spherule beyond the galaxy 
of human remembrance. 

Ancient Indian history is, apparently, “full” of such gaps and blanks. Beyond 
the time when Alexander the Great invaded the Punjab (:I26 B. 0.), the galaoUcal 
system of detailed and authentic Indian history docs not far extend, 'i'hcre are too 
many unexplored blank spaces and unformed, chaotic ncbiilie beyond that time atill. 
Beginning approximately with that period we arc furnished, sometimes in abundance, 
with fuirly trnsiworthy material in the shape of contemporary Greek testimony bear* 
ing on liidiun history, and also, as time rolls on, with inscriptlonal and other kinda 
of divd))heni1)lo and dependable domestic evidence. Of course, an immense mass of 
'*doci:menlnry*’ evidence and evidence in the more or less Huid, volatile elate of 
tradition, heresay and folk-lore (written or unwritten) have always lain by the side 
of the historian hitherto busy with his inscriptions, pistes, coins, artefacts and any 
corroborative evidence that may be forthcoming from outside, And that mass of 
ancient Indian documentary evidence and tradition has, [generally, lain neglected by 
bis side. It has been, gencratly, of little help to him in reconstructing, ”on 
Hcientitic tines”, tlic missitig hkeleton of ancient Indian History. It has been, 
however, of great use to the lompnrutive myihologist, philologist and antliroiKilogist. 

But even the historiati who seoks to rerton struct on scientific line the missing 
skeleton of fincient history, whether of India or of any otiicr country, should do 
well to remomber that the dry bones of the skeleton he may have bpn able to put 
together w'lll not be inr*, living liistory tmlcHS they can be made instinct with the 
touch of litr whicli liPnituic, urt, tradition, 'myths', folk-lore.^ religions and social 
institutions in t!u;ir earlier and Inter forms alone can give. From coins, plates etc., 
we can build a possible or evrii probable frame- work of chpiiology into which we 
can put our little bits of tested facts according to one possible plan or other. Such a 
mosaic of dates and facts (mainly relating to dynastic succession, war and coiiqiiest) 
is of couise important as necessary ground-plan of history. Bat it is not the com- 
pleted Blructiire of history, it is not history as an organic process of evolution, bo 
we have to distinguish betvreeii structural or morphological history and organic 
“physiological” history, , . , . 

Now India has been so far |K)or in comparison with some other ancient count- 
tries like Egy))t, Babylonia and Clnim in her ‘‘materials” for writing the kind 

of history, and the available materials, as we saw, do not carry us miicli beyond 
the time of Budha and Mabnvira in the Sixth century B. C. Kecently, however, a 
very old and, apparently, a high order of civilisation has been unearthed »» 
Indus Valiev in the Punjab and in Sind, which according to current omcial 
beliefs, is of‘Snmmerian pattern. The buried cilics now discovered bring to light 
not only very interf^sling features of a civilisation thriving in the western part 01 
India in so remote a past (when the I iido- Aryans had not, acc(^diiig to the common 
view, yet migrated into India), but they even put into our hands inyr^liog^ miiy 
that n»ay eveninalW help us to unravel many of the riddlw of our Vedic and 
Vedic history. The Tantrik cult, for instance, may have older and deeper rooto in 
the Mil of Indio than have ao far been wanted or auepocted. No^og con»*wPO »- 
noon, with or earlier than the Indna Valley oirtluation hce yet beeo oneartoed In 
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oUmt fMrtf of tbe tnb-contiooni So the prcfenl trand of fpeoaloSon b to. ngtfd 
tbo lodiu Volley ci?illMtioo m e ehort wadce dii7en into Weetern India— the 
Vbole of which wae etlll at the low l^el of aboriginal darknMo (with the poaaible 
eaoeption of aome fNirta that might have riaen to the Bwldian 'light' level)— 
probably by the raeea and oiviliaation of Samer. 

We are atill in the duakland of probabilitiea or even leaa than probabilitiea aa 
to the datea, origina, eariy habitata and earlier forme not only of the Tndaa Valley 
but alao of the Dravidiana and ludo-Aryati people. We do not know for oertdinty 
when and from where the Indo«Aryan§ came into India. The fact of Aryan immi- 
gration into India iteelf, though generally, accepted, ia atill diaputed. And if immi- 
gration be admitted, we have, probably, to admit not one but aeveral ancccaaivc 
atreama of immigration. Such theory apparently called for to account for aome ot 
the critical turnlbga and “audden mntattona" in our ancient hiatorical evolution, 
will lead to many unexplored avenuea of enquiry aa to agea and datea, orieiiia and 
charaoteriaticla. 

The Bigvbda 

The Bigveda— the eariieat and the moat informing and inatroetive ^documentary" 
evidence that we poaaeaa— impeara to aet the atage amidat acenea which ahow the 
Aboriginal, Dravidian and Indo-Aryan factora fighting for aiipremacy firat in the 
land of "Five Rivera" and in the Ciangea Valley, and then gradually, beyond the 
Vindhya Range which with ita impenetrable foreat mantle, atood aa a barrier bet- 
ween Northern India (Aryyavatta) and Deccan. Gradually we find the aborigines 
cornered and driven to the hills and forest where their deacendants, more or leaa 
Aryaniaed, atill continue to live. In considerable parts they were also absorbed into 
the fold of Ar^an society and culture. And in being absorbed they did not fail 
to impart some little part of their own character of the Aryan complex. There was 
not so much of racial or even linguistic fusion aa of cultural aBsimilation. The 
proceaa of Aryanisation in language, cutture, etc., has been a procese admitting, 
naturally, of different shapes and degrees, leaving at the one end aboriginal racca 
that have almost kept aloof from Aryan influence and having at the other others 
that have become part and parcel of the Aryan ayatem. The Aryanisation of the 
Dravidian peoples, especially in religion, cnlture ane civilisation, has' been a much 
more perfected process. But on the other hand the Dravidian impress on the Aryan 
ayatem ia alao in many places, deep and unmiatakable. The Dravidian is co-ordinated 
or even subordinated to the Aryan but not lost in the latter. This power of aasimi- 
lation of alien races and cultures without losing the individuality of ita own essential 
Type or Pattern and without at the same time making the diverse elements aasimi- 
latra lose whatever ia eaaential in them — ^haa been a special cbaracteriatic of the 
Indo-Aryan race and culture-complex. This baa meaut organic unity or unity in 
diversity of a more fundamental and abiding nature than can, perhaps, be claimed 
lor the political or national unity with which histories are commonly familiar. 
Historians, accordingly, commonly miss the unity which liea deep and sees only the 
diveraity which lies on the surface. India to them is thus a veritable chaos of 
Jarring elements of races, languages, religions, castes, sects and cultures which have 
never known unity before the daye of the unitary political rule of the British. Of 
course, the introduction, in later times, of the Semitic religions — Muhsmmedaniam 
and Obristianity— disturbed to some extent the agee-long unity and balance of the 
Aryo-Dravidian culture and social system iu India. But even these elements were 
in the process of being slowly drawn into the sphere of Influence of what we may 
eall the genius of India. In other words, a slow but sure process of enltural 
aarimilatloil even of these "militant" factora was goibg apace. Buddhism, which had 
risen as a "revolt" against orthodox Hinduism— but yet ae a revolt from within— 
and which dominated the situation in India for several centuries, ended in the land 
of its birth by being eventually abaorbed and asiimilated into the parent religion. 
Jainism and many other old or later "revolta" have thne "sqnared their aooonnta" 
with the same parent religion, and have been for many centuries living peaoeaUy 
side 1^ aide with one another and with the latter. 

flila power of assimilation and oo-o|tfnation in which all the components 
make their own oontribntiona and are permittea to live side by tide as memben of 
a oommon wealth of onUarea, has bSeeu the eeeret of the wonderful rerieting and 
ataytog power of the Indian cnltnve-oomplex agaiuat aueh dieintegratiDg foieei aa 
have emaehed up many an old and glorious oiviliaation of the world. And it can be 
eaelly shown from facta that this staying power hot been in evidence not only in 
the realm of onltoral bontaeU and Impacte bat alao in that of eooial and poli&eal 
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pnM. Tben ban bm mu; rridk into Indin and inmiono brftm and after Obriat, 
but it !• a trmyeBty of facts to injagiue that ladian resistance has alwasfs ton weak 
aiididiortHived and that such invasions are typically like the raids of Mahmud of 
Gazul which evciisw^t away indiaii armies and kingdoms like cdiweb or a house 
of c^s. Before her final subjugation by the Mahammadan Powcr—and the final 
subjugation of toe whole of India was aii\ thing like an accomplished fact only for 
a time during the reign of the great Mogul Km i>crorB— India had ton, it should be 
bonie in mind, a mighty Power and a Model oi civiliaation and culture for at least 
three tliousaiid years. And it should be leinembeied furtlier tliat when Uie British 
ill India tiiruM from trade to conquest falwnys with native help mid alliance) they 
had to settle their accounts not only wiiii Haider Ali and Tipii Multan in the South 
blit mainlv the Makaraita and Sikh Powers which bad risen on the ruins of the 
Mshammadan Power in India. 

Unitary Indian Empire 

But there were and still have been other factors which, to some extent, 
operated against India developing a compact' and coherent political and military 
organisation, except occasionally like, for iuHfaiicc, the Great Koman Empire of old 
or the British Empire in modern timea. We possesa, appan iitlj, no connected retros- 
pect of the remote past of which the Vidas. Epica and Purnus si^eak. But as far 
as Bpi>earanceB go an unitary, ceniralised, Indian Empire was the exception and 
not the rule* In later times also, an Empire like ihiit of Asoka was not a common 
achievement. As we said, India hus poftaessed lieco-laid cultural and inslitulionnl 
unity beneath all her divoreities. Iitdia has fought, and fough bravely, for the 
integrity of her sacred liSiid, her sacred r*digioii and tradition, and for their aaerrd 
visible Symbols and EmluMlinuiit. But slic has rarely fought for the "SUte** as 
such pr an Empire as such. The spirit, ,>r her ciiUitre did not favour the formation 
and conBolidation of Nationalism in tne stoise it is conitnonly understooil, and her 
basiiv, institutions would hardljr consist aith many forms of ceiitriilised Mtste cniiirol. 
The all-controlling and ju-iiidiiiatiiig Principle was Dharmatthc Principle of Mnman 
Valb^s and Conduct) reiher Miau spy 8iate agency. Each village, for example, was 
a seif-contaYncii commwtie and aiihuiomous unit owing permanent allegiance to the 
reign ot Dharma and only beiniHnary allegiance to any kingship that might fuitclion 
for the time being. t:raj the village comninnes continued to live though kindoma 
after kingdoms roM and fell. They wore but little slTected by the accidents and 
exigencies of politics. 

Again, the spirit of Dharma (which shoiiUl not be trsnslatcd as religion) baa 
definitely and aystematically favoured all hnmsiii or even alMIviug values and ten- 
dencies and a cosniopoliinii outlook, and has o|>i>o>*od militant nggreasive, "predatory”, 
nationalism. Ihe old Upanishads arc vlear and conrogeons in their conception of 
those higher valif^s *, and the DharroaHhiistraa ( GodcH laying down social and 
individual conduct) were bold and consistent in their ext'ciition of those ideas. I4iter, 
Btidhism and Jainism and other "refoiming" movcmcnlH iiave tended only to siresa 
such values as non-violence and fellowstiip with all men and all living being. 1'beao 
forces operating through the ages tended toproiliicc in the IndiKii clnsaes and maases 
a common disposition not quite fnvoiirahie to the formation and consideration of an 
unitary military state for purposes of offence aud defence. , . 

Of the immense back-ground of Indian History which is leprescnted by the Vedas 
(Hanihitas, Brahmans, Aranyakas and Upaiiishdas), the various tr^utras (or Digests) 
Philosophies, Epics (the Kamayana and iAIaim vara ta), Piiranas and 'Jantras (our state- 
ment here is not anything like full), we possess (uiiIssh one is prepared to ji^rant the 
claim of the Puranaa recently put forth in their behalf that they do contain ma^ 
rials for reconstructing a fairly connected chronological hisUiry beginning with the 
very earliest times) very little precise and connected information for the parfiose^ of 
writing ajiolitical history both copious and correct as to facts and their chronological 
order. But of the ideals and ideas, practices and institutions of the tlnee we do 
posecsB a very full, informing and instructive presentation. And after all, what la* 
real history but this ? Bcholars have been busy with their sketches and drawings of 
the ancient orders and apecimena of ideas, beliefs, and praclu^ that raiaUd in liraia. 
But oftener than not their reviewa and retrospects have been made from modern 
MMdMtrti, with Bodmi option,, efrteri, and atindarda of laatinj! fMta and apPMlO' 
ing rnues. This hss not ensbled us in sny just measure, to understood, much Im 
•Pl^iate, a civiliaation (not confined to India bnt, poasUily, reMbiiig some of ite 
greatest hdghts in this country) which was essentislly of a different kin^ and cannot 
thczefcMre, be repreaented as only^tlie first uneertoiii and timid steps token on the 
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road whieh haa throog^ a long, long maEoh. nt laat brought m to oni pxaiant 
advaooad atage. The idecriogy, plan and methoda of that anoient ci?iliaation we haTe 
9 at not aexiouriy atudied ana rightl j nnderatood. Much of that ciyiliaation we atill 
regard, without underatanding, aa eonaiating of **aavage" magic, meaningteM ritualiam, 
**uecdogical twaddle** and crude auperatition. Side by aide with all thia we find, 
however, the bigheat philoiophy. deepeat myaticiam and pure ethica. There ia idao 
mudh that ia of original and genuine value from the point of view of human 
material and mundane progreaa. Thia aeema to ua a curioua medley of what ia 
nearly the higheat and what ia about the loweat. But let ua paaa on. 

Coming to **biatorical*’ timea we find that the invaaion oy Alexander the Great 
of India provea in the reault to be little more than a brilliant raid. Uia victorkraa 
armiea could only cut off a amall alica of Korth-Weatern India, and thia little dice 
the Mac^onian would iogeat, but could not digeat. Hia ateam-roller of conqucat 
apeedily developed **war-wearltieaa*’ on the plaina of the Punjab, and he had to go 
back only adding a bit of India to hia vaat Empire. He had won aome of hia 
battlea in India, but it had not been an “eaay walk-over’* with him. 

Orandbagupta and Asoka 


After hia death ahortly afterwarda* the vaat Macedonian Empire practically 
went to piecea. Ohandragupta, who became the king of Magadha, proved himaelf 
too powerful for the Greek invadera who had violated aanctity and integrity of 
the aacr^ Land of the Five Bivera. Aa the reault of the formidable oppoaition by 
the armiea of Ohandragupta, a treaty wan concluded between him and the Greek 
which made him the aupreme, undiaputed lord and aovereign of the Indian Empire. 
Megaathenea, who waa aent by Beleucua aa an ambassador to the court of Chandra- 
gnpta, left a very valuable record of the times, of the customa and morals of the 
people, and of the administration, which though unfortunately fragmentary, bears an 
eloquent and admiring testimony to the high order of material and moral civilization 
attained by the Hindua centuries before the Christian era. And this high civilisa- 
tion waa evolved in India not in isolation but in commerce with other civilisations 
that flourished in anoient timea, such as the Babylonian. Greek, Persian and Chinese. 
ChandragupU’s son was Bindusara who was succeeded by Asoka (269-231 B. C.), 
who was undoubtedly, one of the greatest rulers of men holding their sway for the 
material and spiritual good of mankind. Numerous edicts and ioscriptions record 
the noble and glorious achievements of hia reign which, in his later stages, left the 
bloody path of war and conquest and devoted itself to the much more noble and 
fruitful task of the moral and spiritual conquest and redemption of ourselves and 
our fellow-being. With commendable catholicky and tolerance, not seeking to 
impose it upon others by his great imperial authority and power, be exercised that 
authority and power for the purpose of tranforroing Budhism, which bad been 
more or less a local sect in the Ganges Valley, into one of the greatest and most 
potent living world religions. Asoka'e reign is therefore rightly held to be an epoch 
in the history of the world. HU edicts also show the roan, his ideals and bis 
methods. But all ibis had not allowed or favoured the cement of tlie great Maurya 
Empire sotting into the requisite hardness. Independent kingdoms like Bacteria 
and Parthia took their rise in the border 'land, and the Greeks renewed their 
incursions. New luces (the Yueii-chi) came in a surge of migration which swept 
all before them, and in the first century A. D. a considerable portion of the North- 
west India came under their tuflueiice. 

Gupta Dynasty 

Kaniska, who made Peshawar his capital, proved great as a ruler and aa a 
patron and missionary of the Budhistlc religion. Under him the Kusban Branch of 
the Yueti-ilii reached the zenith of hit power. But thia power fell as another power 
in middle India rose— the Andhra dynastv. A peak like Amaravati or Ujjaiii would, 
some time, rise and shine in the midst o! the moving vastneee of Indian waters. 
In the beginning of the fourth centurjr the centre of political influence in India waa 
again shifted to Pataliputra in Magadha aa the Gupta dynasty emerged into power. 
Samudragupta. who ruled for fifty years, and his son Ohandragupta, greatly distin- 
guished iheroselveB not only in war but in the sphere of peaceful and fruitful 
administration, promoting general prosi^rity and ftiving liberal encouragement to art 
and literature, a glorious tribute to which was paid by .tlie Chinese pilgrim Fa-hieo. 
According to his testimony, their Empires were vast and their administration juai, 
enlightens. Towards the end of the Fifth Century— when the White Huns from 
Central Asia b^an to pour Utemselvea into India— the auu of the Gupta dynasty 
set (during whose xeginiA It should be noted, there had been a revival ana 
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saeonitmettoii of aiieieot Bithmaniiin and Brahmanicat eulinra aa efldeneed 
eipedaily by the literature of the Parana ; but thia refirin^ proeeaa waa« vary 
larftely, a proeeaa of qu* ' ‘ 

ceninry had elapsed afl 
great and ^lightened monarch who could emulate with no mean Bucoesa the griateat 
of the Indian rulers in historical time—Asoka. Km|>eror Narsba. who eouaolidated 
Ida authority practically over the whole of Northern India in tlie bttiuning of the 

. _ M II— * i_s-. 


seventh century, waa famous equally for his great prowess, his high intellectual 
attainmanta and for the broad catholicity of his religious outlook. An aeooont of 
his times has been left by a ChineBe< Hucn Tsiang by name. In that, India is 
still painted in generally bright and bven glowing colours. 

Mbdiabval India 

After the death of Harsha, and gradually with the emergence of India into 
what may be called the mediseval period, the conditiona which had made the 
politicid unification of India sometimes possible in the past, nearly disappeared, and 
India -was toown into a state of political confusion and chaos In which ^tty 
kingdoms rose like mushrooms ana constant internecine strife prevailed. Some 
outstanding figures like Vikramaditya would occasionally appear on the stage ; but 
such events were few snd far between. In the South of India was being enactad a 
very interesting but involved drama in which the Aiiclhraa, BallavM, Chalukyaa and 
Cholaa were the principal actors. Kashmere in the North, Kansu) in the l>oab and 
Bengal in the east were also alive with many vivid and vital acenea and events of 
political, cultural and social interests. But we shall not try to make a review of 
them here. One ouiatanding event in the confusion and complexity of the general 
Indian aituation which deserves notice even passing was the rise of the Rajput power 
upon which the mantle of the old caste Ksliatriss (the warrior and ruling caste) 
fell and which waa the chief opposition that the waves of Mahammcdan invasion 
coming one after another ever since the second quarter of the 7th century, had to 
encounter and ultimately bear down Guzrst. Malwa, Ajmer, Kansu) and Delhi 
were the principal scenes of the new drama of Rajput asc*eiidaiicy— a drama so full 
of episodes of superhuman bravery, noble heroism and sacrifl* e for the sacied oauM 
of religion and liberty that they have ever since lived in human memory as models 
which future generations of patriots in any country mipbt 

Though Rajput opposition was borne down in Northern India by the end ol the 
twelfth century, Rajput bravery and the spirit that animateti it survived the crash 
of the Hindu Empire of Dflhi and Ajmcre over winch I’nlj''' •'*). J'"’ 
laat of the Hindu emperore, thoiinl' not the la«t of the Hiiiijii riihia had held 
away Baiput hiavecy and Kajpui love of liidejHiidcuee were lUll iw|‘on* ]o reckon 
wT5t in tW daya of the iTreat MoRhuia-Akhar Jahanitir, hliahjahM aijd 
AOTane«tb. Col/ Todd and aoroe others liaee narral^ the story, and it constitutM 
one "rWe proudest annals in the vast archives of the Hindu "I'!- 

to the eonav^est of Northern India by the Mahammcdana, it ahoiild Jie not<^. the Rttat 
nrizB w7b nrt vetv ^iW or quickly won : that the firal Mahammcdan impact was 
fn Sa Mventh wnturTshorUy^after the paaaiuR away of the Pronhet. and a Maham. 

medan KL^rNwlbern bei-'K T- 

APnturv Even this did not mean either a complete or final subjugation of India, 
aanei tiiArA 141 aiwithpc thiiiE to bc noted. Hindu power fell not because its resistance 
wat J^rnud U?bW?er/ not backed by mlequata 
tact, atrateuv and discipline in diplomacy, planning and preparation. * u v 


thA fftiir Ashrams or **stBgc” of life) was Dcing iransiorroeu •• 

“T.jK 

rcr» iSsM 


10 THE IKPIAN AmVAL BEGlBTEit 

IIm gmtoii intemt tnd Tftlne. Great poeta like Kalidai and BluiTibliutL and Ktaal 
Fhiloaopbera like Shankaraebarya and Bamanuja and alio other ptoncera and 
maetera in other fieldi formed a galaxy of men of genina and talenta wfdoli ^wad 
that an age of poUtical dia*eqailtbrium and eonfnalon . in India waa yet not aeoaaa* 
arlly an age of cultural depreaeioo and darkneaa and aocial diamption. The aonl 
of India could, apparently, iu notion to ita beat adrantage inapite of her troubled 
politic!. 

But wbilat tbia waa true lor aome time it could not be true for all time. Her 
politlea at laat began to tell on her coiiatitution. We do not, howe?er, propone io 
ooDtinae the atory through the Mahammedan and Britiah perioda. The hiatory 6t 
theae perioda ia more aettled and definite in featurea, and theae are^ generally, well- 
known. One apecial feature, which ia not alwaya clearly recogniaed and to wnioh we 
ahould like to draw attention ia this. From the twelfth centnry right up to the 
eighteenth, or even for aome time later, the Hindu power of reviral and regenemtioo, 
ofinitiation and •execution, waa never like dead or even dying. Independent and 
often powerful kingdom! like Vijayanagar in the South, those of Pratap, Shivaii and 
the Peahwaa in the west ( we do not mention some others e. g. those in Bengal ) 
would, now and then, proudly lift their beads and challenge the authority of the 
great Moslem emperors. Under that authority, too, there flourished many great Hindu 
administrators, miniiitera, governors, getieraia and financiers. In short, during the 
Mahammedan era, the Hindu geniue was not at its beet but it was not quite deeadent. 

The MABAMlfEDAN BULB 

Ihe Mahammedan conquerore, again, from Mohamed Ghori who wrested the eoepte«. 
of the kingdom of Delhi from Pritnvirai after a first unaiicceasfnl attempt^ eama to 
India at fqieigiiers but they did not remain here aa foreigners. India was the land 
of their adoption. Raida like those by Ohengie Khan or Nadir Shah were rare and 
they did not represent tlie normal course of events. India snffered, and sometimea 
badly, no doubt, from the effects of the conqueiing ardour and proaelytiaiiig seal of 
aome of the Mahammedan rulers. But the great tMoghula were aa mumi ‘‘children of 
the soir* aa the humblest of the Hindu “heathen'‘« And this sharing together by 
the Hindus and Muasalmans of a common “hearth and home" natnraTly tended 
to breed a conaciouaneaa of community of intereata in both aa India’a onapriDg. 
There waa steady assimilation of the Semitic and "Indo-Aiyan Cultnrea also and 
even a growing understanding and appreciation of one religion by the other. The 
rel^ions touched and even blended with each other at their higheat poiuti— e. g., in 
Bunsm and Vedautic mysticism. I'bey also met and evolved a broad common 
‘'shrine" to which folk beliefs, pradicea and inslitiitiona would bring their united 
homage. Even a common dialect (Urdu or Hindusthaiii) was evolvea between the 
two in Northern India which gradually bloaaomed into a fine literature. The 
patronage extended by the Mohammedan emperors to Music, Architecture etc. was 
alto fruitful of very fine result. India’s wealth attracted the trade and commerce 
of the whole civilim world. In fact, America or the West Indies was discovered 
in an attempt to discover an weatern route to the Indian market. Britiah, French, 
Dutch and Portugucae traders all came and scrambled for market, and eventually, 
for poUtieal power in India. It ia also worthy of note that even under the away 
of auoh masterful monarebs as Sher bliah, Akbar or Aurangzeb, the government of 
the country waa in the main decentralised, allowing provincial and local autonomy 
—down to the autonomy of the village units— to ailfqiiately function. Even pe^ty 
local chiefs— like the feudal lords of the mediaeval Weat— never unlearnt the art 
of fighting and governing. It waa always possible for a man of ambition and 
ability, like Bhivaji for example, to evolve aanctionB whereby be could implement 
hit mgh politloal aspirations. It was the very large measure of local autonomy 
and local inlliative that existed that rendered possible the rise of the Marhatta ana 
Bi^ Powera and also of the kingdoms of Hyder Ali and the Nizam in the aouth. 
And Britiah Power in India in its lise^to paramouiity found its most formidable 
rivals or powerful alllee in them. 

The Bbitibh Rule 

Id IW, during the reign of Queen Elizabetb, some merchante of London formed 
an aaeoelal^ for the purpoee of trade with India, and thie aaaociation waa y^nted 
a nml barter of incorporation. At first this Company was purely a trading eonoem 
faetoriea in the east and weat coasts of India and in Bei^ and adminia- 
lariofc its affaira In the time "presidencies" which were at first independent of one 
aao^ but aubordinate to Ihe Boaid of Directors at home. In ooniaa of ttme 
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howtffr, dilefly with a yiew to pnwenlDfc and coiisolidatiiig: ita mowing and 
exteoMTe trade in India, In the fm^e of the French riralry and itUriKne and the 
preyailinfi; political anarcliy and unrent in the land, it mtahliehed military aarrlaon 
of defence which soon becrarae involved in hoHiilitiea that aaddied it with territorial 
TOMponaibilities. It foii|£ht aoine detdnive battles in Madras and in Bengal, which 
raised a trading company to the status of a political Power In India. Ffeneh 
intriftne failed and French rivalry practically died down in India. One of the moat 
deciaive battles foi]ti;ht was the battle of Pla*'SJ*y in 17o7. The battle waa won with 
the aid of faithful native battalioiiH, and with the active or tiassiva support of the 
generals and noblemen of the unfortunate young Nawnb of Bengal. It is wortliy 
of note that the path of British suprftmn«‘V in India, and often, its inAneiioe and 
prestige abroad has been paved, amongst o'her things, with the consent, alliance and 
willing co*Oi>eration of the Natives of India. It was so even during the critical 
period of the Sepoy Mutiny, one hundred y«*ArH after the Imtjtie of Plassey. It was 
again so during the “ordeal” of the last gn*nt War. The machinery of administration 
by the Eaat India Company was from time to time mollified by Acts of Parliament 
(1773, 1784 ; and the Charter Acts of ITfl'l ami 18 IH). By tliesK a Governor-General* 
ill Council was made the siiprenic administrative authority in India subject to a 
Board of Control at home. By the last. A(‘t, the Conit>siiy ceased to be a comnterctial 
concern and became a political and administrative body only. After the Be|H>y Mutiny 
another Act was paseed by which the Government of India whs t ran sfiurred from tlm 
Company to the Grown, and thenceforth ilie Governor-Genet al was also the Viceroy 
of India. The functions of the Governmeiii of India are wide and its responsibilities 
heavy. But ita reBponsibilities are to the Crown and the Parlinmont. It has not rested 
on an elective popular basis. I'here have l)cen tegisistive bodies, but its motions. 
reeoIntiotiB and votes have not, except ah r^ettrds cerUin mNirers of secondary 
importance under the Act of liU9, a lniidi*‘g i Ifect on the ('iovcrnmrnt, 

India’s contiiimtions and sa'iifices mi the Gri*‘ii War were m*t*nt., but "reward" 


that came in the shape of the ParliaroenMM V Declaration !»romiHing her a "progresaive 
realisation of responsible govern men i.**, the stiigcs and times of which were to he 
determined by the Parliament slone was inA comhiriing to her iniiionalist aspirations. 
And the Government of India Act of P.)J9, whi' h Ih siili in actiml fniiction though 
it has been, apparently, broadened and ainplifl>^d in some directions i>y a recent 
Parliament ary Statute, did not meet th«t wisiics nr ex)»ectattonB of intlia. By that 
Act dyarchy or a kind of dual respousibility was eHtahlished in llie provinces, where 
the "nation-building” subjects were "ircnsf'Tred” to Minis’ers (not rHSiviusible how- 
ever to the legislature), whilst the importHiir snbj*v»s w< re "ivHervtnl.” Jn 

practice the transference of certain Bubjecia to Ministers (wiio were Bpt}oitited by, 
field office under the pleasure of, and were responsible to the Governor) meant little 
more than a complication of tlie administrative, machinery which beinime, in conse- 
quence, more cumbrous and expansive. The Central Government continued to remain 
unitary under the scheme. 'I'he legislative bodies, both provincial and central, were 
expanded with non official majorities, but this plaild little power, for construction 
or even for obstruction, in the hands of the popular parties. Whilst the liberals 
proceeded to work the scheme, the main boily of nationalist forces, as represented 
by the Indian National (Congress, would not first oven look ai. it. But some. Urns 
later, under the guidance of Mr. C. K. Das and Pandit Matilul Nehru, a Swaraj 
Party, analogous to the present Congress Parliamentary Party, was formed which 
entered the f^islatures, both provincial and central, in telling nuroliers fnd by ita 
obstructionist tactics caused not a little embarrassment to those entrusteo with m 
work of day to day administratiou. In some provinces it was even able to wreck’ 
dyarchy for a time. Generally, however, the system has worked, tlioiigh not satisw- 
torily even according to official appreciation. We need not in particular refer to the 
unwlHcome labours of the All-White Statutory Simon Commission, to which wen 
the habitually co-operating liberals refused to lend their co-or»erafi<m. Meanwhile 

the Congress ideology was becoming bolder day by day, ami the Lahore Mssion 

adopted a resolntion setting as the goal of India complete I nde)>eiid«n(}e or Purna 
Swaraj. A campaign of civil disobedience followed to create sancti^s under the 
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi who has been really at the helm of Congress affairs 
since the early twenties, The Btound Table idea was broached rather U» late : but 
Mahatma Gandhi after concluding, what is known as the Gandlii-lrwin Pact, joined 
the Conference eubsequenlly. Tlic result of the deliberations of ttwt b^y felt ebort 
of the CongreM demnd. And the Congress again withdrew ito ^er of co-opera^ 
Thia waa forced on the Oongrees by the way in f Wch the i 

elaaaes used during the Bound Table Oooleience dieeaeelons India’e Intenud 
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diir«Mnoet at an ezenae for the Imatrattoa of har politleal ambitioiia. Tha 
*^mmanal Award*’ of tha Britiah Fremier ‘Bamsa:f McDonald tlut impartad a 
**vote ralne*’ to religiona differeneaa and toeial infarioriUaa rarealad tba tactica of 
tha Anglo-Indian bntaaaeraoj. It waa modified by tha apio faat of Mahatma 
Gandhi ao far aa tha Hindna were conoarnad. Bat in ita wider ramiflcationa, 
it haa atimulated aeparatiat conoeita and ambitiona that in conraa of tha laat ton 
yaara hare created a *ciril war” mentality in the country where almoat erery creed 
and olaaa haa^ been organizing themaelrea to oapture political jmwer in the name of 
tMr partioulariatie intoreata. It ia well-known that Mahatma Gandhi wanted to avoid 
a fight so aoon after the Gandhi-Irwin Paot. Thia attitude waa evidenced bv the 
wording of hia telegram to Lord Willingdon aent on the 29Ui. Deoember« 1931-> 
** whether yon expect me to aee you and receive guidance from you aa to the courae 
I am to puraue in adviaing the Oougreaa.” Lord Willingdon rejected thia 
opportunity of cementing co-operation oetween Indian Nationaliam and the 
enlightened aelf-iivtereat of Britiah Imperialiam. Ihe aeoond Civil Diaobedience 
Movement waa the natural reault which continuing for about two yeara— 1932-’34— 
prepared by repreaaion the mind of India to receive the conatitntional changea 
made by the Act of 19B5. . The geneaia and the long-drawn proceaaea of ahaping 
thia machinery were informed by a apirit of arrogant imperialiam, ignoring at 
every atop Indian aeU-reapeot. The imperial Government could not accept any of 
the auggeationa made in the Joint Memorandum of the Indian delegates nominated 
by itaelf. The arrival of ‘‘provincial autonomy” changed in no way “a relationship 
that rests on conqueat/’ whose ‘^sanctton” was the physical might of Britain, to 
quote the woMa of the well-known British publicist, Mr. Brailaford. 

With the passage of thia Act the ruling authorities hoped that they had 
been able to so provide things that the men and women of India would remain 
Bstinfied with (heir enlarged electorates, from 70 Inkhs to about 4 ciorea, and with 
the Miiiisiries charged with the solulioii of ‘'things that matter”-»the problemr of 
health, education and economic well-being with which are intimately bound up the 
life of the mnjoritv ol the people. These problems of dirt, disease and ignorance 
could not be neglected any more without doing permanent injury to the body 
politic. The increasing recognition of this aorry staSe of affairs joined to the 
inereasirg resentment with the pretonaions of “external authority*', felt by 
increaHing uumliers of Indians, created a conflict in the mind of India that was 
reflected in the discimsion of Yxihlic affuirs— a contradiction between the spoken 
word and the pra'^tice that sought to give it shape and form. The organization 
of the election cainpaign on behalf of the Congress was characterized by thia 
contradiction. The purpose of sending Congress representatives to the Legislatures 
waa declared to be to “l orabat” and to “end” the Act of which these were the products : 
the incorporation of the ‘ Fundamental Rights” resolution (passed at the Karachi 
Congress, 1931), and of “Agrarian Programme** (accepted at the Lucknow Congress 
1936) in the Congress Election Manifesto (22nd. August, 1936) held the promise of 
relief through these Ijegislatures of the many ills— political and economic and social 
— from which the i>eople suffered. Facing the Oongress Party in this battle for votes, 
stood the upholders of varied interests, communal and class, that under various disguises 
and with radical programmes on their lips tried to canalize the rising temper and 
the organized feeling of the country. In the election contest the Gougress secured 
absolute majorities in five provinces -Madras, the United Provinces, the Central 
Provinces and Berar, Behar and Orissa ; it was the single largest party in four— 
Bombay, Bengal, Assam and the Morth-West Frontier Province ; in the Punjab 
and >!^ind Congress members were in a minority— a negligible minoritv. 

When their leaders were called upon by the Governors in the provinces to 
help him in forming the Ministries, they demanded of the Governors’ assurance 
that use would not be made of their veto and emergency powers, and that 
the advice of tl^e Ministries would not be “set aside in r^ard to their 
oonstitiitional activities.” The Governors expressed inabilitv to divest themselves 
of “certain obligations** which- the PaTliament had imposed on them. Ensued a 
constitutional deadlock ; the Assemblies were not called in seven provinces ; 
“interim ministries*’ were splinted to “conceal” this '^breakdown** of the 
constitutional device, said Prof Berriedaie Keith. For four months the controversy 
waxed and waned. As the statutory period for the convening of the Assemblies drew 
nearer, the Government, “ultra-sensitive over questions of prestige**, yielded. 
Gongresa Ministries were formed in seven provinces ; in Bengal and Assam, in 
the Punjab and Sind coalition ministries were functioning from April, 1937 ; the 
Congress Ministries from the last week of July, 1937. The refusal ol the Oongrees 
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to aotertoln tlie idea of allowing its membm to enter into coalition even at the 
predominant partner, as it was poaaible in Beiigfil and Aesam, enabled Mnalim 
communaliet Minietriea to be set up in theM two provtnoee whose aetivitiee helped 
to work havoc with the decencies of civilised life, to inflame the bitterness of com- 
munal feeling and waft its poison all over the country. 'I'he lowest depth of this 
degradation was reached when outbursta of arson and loot in the city of Dacca and 
the coan try-side within the district occurred during 1911. The device of Che ''Com- 
munal Award** has been working towards its logical end. 

The India Act of 1935 had a federal scheme to introduce. A sort of Diarchy 
was contemplated, and vast areas of power In the administration were withheld 
from the people's representatives ; the nominees of the rulers of the Indian States 
were given a dirproportionateb big representation in both the upper and lower 
houses of the Central Legislature. The Reserve Bank and the Federal Railway 
Authority were instances of the former ; and the so-called States' representatives 
were so many "pocket-boroughs" under the command of the external authority 
represented by the Governor-General. These and the industrial and commercial 
and political "safeguards ' with which the Federal Scheme bristled repelled publlo 
opinion in India. The ma]orlty of Muslim politicians were afraid of a oentral 
Government where their communalist iKilitlcs will keep them in a perpetual minority 
and where they were not prepared to play their part in politics free from narrow 
appeals to cr^al and class conceits and ambitions. The rulers of the Indian States 
wera reported to be trying to press hard bargains in their negotiations over the 
"Instruments of Accession" both in tlieir relation with the "Paramount Power** -and 
in their apprehensions of the rising tide of democracy in their own StatM. For two 
wears Lord Linlithgow was kept busy smoothing all thii oopo^tipn with 
bis utmost diplomacy when in September, 1939, the World War II of tne 20th century 
burst upon the world. .... ^ 

India was declared a belligerent by the Governor-General without even llw 
pretence of oonsidUtion with the Central Legislature. Thli was regwrded ns nn 
IniraU to XndiiHi self-respect ; it «*POsed all the world 

relation that subsicted between Lidia ^ 

with her 5: it exposed the hollowness of ^e almn ^sod by 
was being forced into the present war lor the defence M democracy. The oeMarMion 
WM no pLic assure ; the ground had been prepaied for It sis months miter by a 
new MnUIiwiion i26A-U» the Act of 1935 eKurioK to ftntwl Ooto foeMo* 
of Indi. “eeeeoUel iHiwere of diwetion end contrrt , over the PrOTinriri 
meats when en emergency due to w»r wne prooleimed by the Qorernor- geowrt 
under Section 102 of the Act, The emergency power granted by this latter Beeson 
had been given to the Central Legislature electee on a wide popular frsnebls^ 
whereas the new Section empowered an irresponuble Executive lft*^ha 

Air 0 oi\t%n tn ■ Province as to the' manner in wbicii the executive ibereof is to ba 
? 1 .TOoritr«d SJ Provinetal MinUUlm ^ ^ 

^vMion by the Centre on the ephere of enlliority eMfwred by the Art on 

Pforinoee.’ * TechoiedW Bntiih iS'^*'witltottonSl 

tions like those that subsist between India and Britain legal ana oonsmuuonai 

corrcctitude does not plsy a helpful hind. tension between Indian 

N.tt«^5H.m‘«dTri^ ImperUlta^^ ite 

universal Indian feding w^n in a glmt *in regard to 

,s ssrsa- ,r«5 

pmdon Z)o«y CAronicfa, will be nbte to mek U ^ ^ 

for • wer which ww not tiieire. ine ^ Ijimetiefecaon with the regne 
Government was international even in the statements 

generalities of British *a *otoo£ *^thst these "wir aims'* needed 

of Brltteh leaders of thought was i pwf oplnlon-ibe Muslim 

elm statement. Other the organixatiem 

League, the Hindu Mahasabha, 

of Muslim divines of India, for thmr applicatiot to the peculiar 

ent on the clarification of Bntein s war Gownment has not beea able 

conditions of India. Up 

10 
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war of eontineiita and ocseana. This failiiia had lad to the resignatloQ of aig^l 
ci tbs ale?en Prorineial MinUtriss of the eoanta7>^Boaibaj, Hadiaa, Oeatral 
^rincso A Berar, Orissa, Bihar, Assam, the Uaited Provinees, and the Nortb-Wsst 
Frontier Province. Two of them have sinee been revived-^Orisaa and Assam— 
carrying on a pals imitation of 'Trovinciai autonomy**— under, the mle of the 
military bureaucracy in India whom this **world war** has p*aced in this dominant 
position. 

Apart from this argument between Indian Nationalism and British Imperialism, 
the venous elements in Indian composite life have not shown that unity for ends 
and means that would have wrested political poifer from unwilling hands. The 
^'Pakistan** claim of the MusHm League demands that areas where the Muslims 
happen to be in a majority should be constituted in aoiwreign -Independent Btates.** 
This claim has been recognized by opinion in India and in the wide world outside 
as a thread to the unity and integrity of India. Confronted by such a situation 
the British Government stands iq anxious helplessness. Priding Itself on Its concern 
for minorities it finds itself coercing the majority at every step. Since the 8th 
August (1940) proposals of Lord Linlithgow for the enlargement of this Executive 
Council, there nave been two enlargements thereof till to-day it consists ul jilevea 
Indiana and four Europeans inclusive of His Excellency. This increasing 
"Indianization** and the '‘Draft Declaration** brought by Sir Stafford Cripps on 
behalf of the British Oabinet in March, 1042, have not for divergent reasons 
appealed to any responsible party in India. Japan’s startling success in Burma, 
in Malaya, in the Phillippines, in the Dutch East Indies, the failure of 
Britain, the U. S. A. and Holland to stand up to the far-flung Japanese 
aggression have brought down their prestige in the market-place of world affairs. 
And the peoples of these areas along with those of India have reasons to be 
apprehensive of their future. A sense of frustration appears to be 
oppressing the minds of the men and women of India. It is not fear of 
Japanese invasion alone that is responsible for this state of things. The 
evacuation orders on people living in the. coastal areas of the country have disturbed 
and dlerupted their habits of Ilfs ; practically no arrangements have been made on 
bi^alf of the State for life in newer places and surroundings for hundreds of 
theusands of men, women and children ; the orgy of profiteering in the necessaries 
of life; the incompetence of ofilctaldom in face of these anti-social activitiea- all 
thssr. the latter two specially, have spread a feeling of heipiessness in the country. 
This mentality has been affecting, however indirSbtly, the "war work’* that was 
to repel the enemy and wrest victory from bis grasp. Bines the "Mutiny** days 
eighty-five years back the certainties of existence for the people of this continental 
eountry have not been so rudely shaken as during the first six months of 1942. 
The break-down of the machinery of civil administration in Malaya and Burma have 
sdnt more than five lakhs of refuglbs to India— men and women of India who had 
made their living in those countnes. This has also added to the eonfusion of the 
times. These betokened chengee for which the minds of the people hsd not been prepared, 
^ie unprtparednese has crested difficulties both for the mlers end the ruled. The 
Jspenese oeoupetiou of the Andemen and Nicobar leieods la the heart of the Bey 
of Bengal, the advaoce of Japan'e boats towards India’s north-esstern borders, the 
hnrriea oefenoe errsngemente set up in the eeatera diatrlcte of India— ell these 
signs and portents confront us. 

But It Is not all dark. In our neighbourhood China hae been showing how 
disappointm^ts ate to be fsoed. She slons bss been showing for five years an 
nnbeeleu front egeinst Japan. And the viait to India of Generalissimo (Aiang 
Kai-Shek and Madams Ohiang Kai-Shsk fa February, 1942, has been Interpreted by 
all ea bringing a^messsge of nope to an India divided agsinst itself and mpariag 
himlf to fight Bgeinet imperisliem within and aggieasion from without. Thie visit 
will rsmsin a land-mark in India’s recent hletory. The United Stetea of Ameriee 
hsa sent to Indie her armed forcee ecioae ten thousand miles of the waters of 
tbiss oceans to sustain tiie cause of the Unitedy Nstiona. Indie, kept unorgenlied 
in the modem arts of war and peace, unequal u> meeting the cbsUenge of inter- 
aational auMchy, it thankful lor ancb Iriendlineii. But the ia not quite lumpy 
with thie arrangement. For, she lemaine a debtor both materially and mritnally. 

As we aena this volume to the Freae, we have bean passing through an 
expnrienee of administrative iabompetence end greedy exploitation by mannfiotnrsre 
and meribants creating oondltiooe of famine In the country. MillUme have died 
of hnnger« of diesnaes that accompany and fbHow malnatntioii. Tbs jmt 1943 
will bo lemembsKsd for long yssis for this catssirophe. 



India in Home Polity 


ladia't detach 


alldfa 


For the last four years, since the outbreak of the present war in 
the plains of Poland, we hsTe been piefacing our study of India's 
**home polity" with a discussion of events and 
developments in other countries which have been 
affecting and are bmng affected by evtfits 
in our own country. Previous to this disaster 
to international relations we in India have been in the habit of 
looking at the doings of the competing nations of Europe with a 

certain amount of philosophic detachment. We did not like the 

betrayal of democratic ideals and principles and practices by the 
leading nations of Europe and America ; more often that not we 

expressed our disapproval of these successive betrayals in acc«^nts of 
cynicism, in the language of a mirthless joy at the discomfiture of 
the great Powers of the modern world ; among these happened to he 
Britain whose imperial tenure in our own country has embittered 

our minds which found a particular pleasure in her "loss of face". 
At the same time we could not be happy ’ with these developments, 
and expressed our unhappiness in the following words in Volume II. 
of 1989. 

“For eight years India has been watching the inexplicable weaknesMS cl 
British foreign policy ; ior eight years she. an original member of the league ^ 
Natiooa, hat been witnessing leading nations of the world bn^ng all the 
MW^ons of this super-national organization, the last hoi>e oj Peace In the 
worid. the last shield of the better life that science snd Its triumphs 
promised to the men snd women of the world. Britsin snd Fiance wtrs 
of the League of Nations. But their politicians took the Imd in bettsylng il l ihs 
hones and ambitions that snstsined human life under all the strslns and striiNr 
life. And, witnessing these weskn^ snd totrsyals, ^ psopls in 
Tniliitwera bewildered in their thoughts snd activities with rsference to intemstioiid 
dSTslomS?nU T th^ Sib shsf^ the universal bitternau of disspi^nt^t with 
things tiesa nsppened in Manchuria, Abyssinia, .Austria, Czecheiorak^ 
wbm Js^. Italy and^ermany had one after another extinguished the light d 
demoecaeyund national aelf-reapect In these countries. 

In the background of these disappointments and the 
thereby, for more than two years we in Mia looked at the battles far 
away iu Europe and Africa with, as we have said, a 
cerUin amount of philosophic detachment No doubk 
we sorrowed with and lor Poland in 1989 ; we 
expressed the opinion that the Pact of Soviet Buosia 
with Gennauy m the Urt week of Augnet. 19M. wee one of the i^^ 
aUkto o»w» or influences thnt ,reci|«tn^ the “^i***^ 

Polnad’e eoUnpM ; in 1940 we eorrowed with end lot Borwy. Dimn^ 
BeKn nnd France ; and in epite of onr dnanel witb Brx^tt 
we aV« g with the rest of the world looked with paii^l raipenM on 
5*tTOtoofBSlin-'when « A^uet. 1940. 

■ni^ofher air foroe. the LuAtvaffe. 

•bn. faeeto ftce with the Jictpr ^iSTcSgeddlSS 

of Japan Into this war on the ude of fte ^ Pow«j ^ 

diitaibed our philoeopbic cato as Japw ^eoT«lIW* MO*™ 

on to onr eaitan fcontkre and rode over the wm « we 
SniAntanmhinfl hnwU in the Andaman, and the Hioobar Mwde 


Bnlry et Japan 
1 sU this 
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at the centre of the Bay. In oonrse of ninety days, with the fall of 
Rangoon, we were brought face to face with modern war, with total war 
and all that it has meant to the crores of men, women and childr^ in 
Obina and the countries of Europe. The battles in Russia where 
millions of armed men have been bleeding, and owing to which millions 
of men, woihen and children have been turned out of their hearths and 
homes, did not change the spirit of our dreams, though increasing 
numbers of people in India have been lining themselves up in thought 
with the Soviet people. These battles were also far off. But Japanese 
victories in Malaya and Burma brought these nearer to our doors, at 
our very doors. Her threat of invasion of India in the spring of 1942 
did not come off ; and even as we write ( in January, 1944 ) her land 
forces do not appear to have been able to penetrate inside the interior 
of India proper. But the measures taken by the Government in India 
with a view to forestall her forward march into Indian territories have 
brought disruption into the homes of eastern India. Hundreds of thousands 
of men, women and children have had to leave the homes of their 
fathers without any arrangement being made by the State for their 
shelter ; lakhs of boats have been ordered to be removed from the rivers, 
streams and creeks of Bengal, Assam and the other Bay of Bengal 
coastal areas, depriving lakhs of people of their means of livelihood, of 
an ingredient of their food. Lakhs of maunds of paddy^ and rice were 
taken out of the hands of people in pursuit of a policy of "denial'' of food 
to the prospectiTe Japanese invaders. 


These aoeompaniments of moden war, of total war, and the consequenc 
tufferings imposed on millions of men, women and children in Beng^ 
^ and other provinces, revealed their true nature in 
2jj2j2*pjrts when conditions of famine developed in these 

ot Indta areas and carried away to dehth more than fifteen lakhs of 
people in course of a little over six months. Oontroversy 
has waxed loud during these months with regard to the personal and imper- 
sonal factors that have had a hand in helping create conditioDS that 
are responsible for this huge reduction in the population of one 
single province of India. One may fed that this controversy is usdess 
today ; has been useless klways when we remember that the Sectary 
of State for India has fdt impdled to trace this disaster to an **act of 
God"; when we remember that the Chief Ministers of Bengal and 
Assam, both devout Muslims, have felt impelled to declare that these 
more than ten lakhs of people have died because it was written in the 
Book of Sate that they would die suffering the pangs of hunger thro- 
ugh* weary days, nights and months ; that they would die in the pavements; 
in the high streets of the City of Palaces. It may appear futile today 
to join in thir oontxbversy when all the arguments and all the statisties 
cannot recaii to life a single one of the lakhs of lives lost, whether 
owing to an act of God or to the greed and inhumanity of men or to the 
policy followed by the State manned in the higher rungs by men who 
are not responsible to the men, wom^ and children who have died 
in a society of nations called civilised. But men and women have 
often to act in spite of cynicism and scepticism, to say things and to 
do deeds so that the shame and disipraoe we have been partners in 
and witnesses to may not recur again. It may also be true that 
when a world war has been raging and human life appears to have 
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loil i^i ytlue, the death of » few lakhs of people in- a eovner of a 
snld^ need not exoite so much attention and oanse so gvsat 

a oontroversy* For, mmpared. to the stakes involved in the present war 
the d e ath of a few lakhs is not of such importanoe, and the winning of 
the war by the "United Nations**' is the one thing needful for the 
return of peace and plenty and abundanoe of life. These are valid 
argum^ts that must explain, at least partly, why the British Govern* 
ment in London and its subordinate branch <at New Delhi*8imla, have 
not been able to exert themselves the debates in the Press and on 
the platform, in the Assemblies and Councils in India or in the Houses 
of Parliament in London, would lead one to surmise. Acknowledging 
tha^ validity of this line of approach to a disoussion of the matter in a 
calm and passionless manner, the publicist in India has to record his 
chronicle of and put his interpretation on the doings of men whose mis- 
fortune has got them entangled in this affair of famine in Bengal, in 
BQmbay and Madras, and in the far more widespread soaroity all 
over Sadia. 


Llallllisew 

OevsrawaBt’s 

■liert-sightedM 


In disoussihg this problem we have to get out of the way the 
suspicion that any individual or group of individuals worked towards 
or for this disruption in the life of millions of 
people' with a clear view of 'the consequences of 
their actions*. When the Government of Lord 
Linlithgow at the advice or under pressure from 
the Military started their "denial'* policy and evacuation orders in 
eestem Bengal and in other provinces they could not have realized that the 
social life of the areas would be disrupted in the way and to the extent 
that it has done since those days in April-May, 1943, when these 
Oevemmental activities were ordered* This lack of foresight would 
be oomited against them when the history of this time in India 
comes to be written. The full story of the i^rsonal and impersonal 
inflnanoes that are responsible for this famine is not known even 
at the time when we write these lines, though two diseuBsiotis have 
t %T»e n place in the Central Legislature at Delhi, one in Aui^st and 
the other in Novwaber, 1943. The head of the Indian Administration, 
Lord Linlithgow, has been almost silent with regard to the 

long-drawn agony of the Indian people of whom ho was one of 
the Imstees, if we> are to accept at its face value the theory of 
British imperialists of the brand of Mr. Leopold Amery, Secretary 
of State lor India. In the August session of the Central Legislature, 
in inaugurating it, Lord Linlithgow made reference to the conditions^ that 
had flourished under bis regime and worked towards the death of millions 
ol men, women and children ; while Calcutta was holding the 
the mirror to the state of things prevailing over the country, His Excellency 
oonld not bis way to pay a visit to the afflicted city and province 
and by his personal initiative and sympathy appeal to the ho^lMS 
people, ae his sncoessor did within a few days of his assumption 
of office. Why Lord lanlithgow could not do so, failed to appear 
as a humane man in the midst of suffering peopto, we 
perhaps never know. We are tempted to put it to the euanerion 
of body aari mind that seven years of Indian ^minis»Hon um 
eanaed in him, benumbing his finer sensibilities. This fauuxe of the 
head of the Zndo-British adrainietratioD ^ 


to fight the oondirions el 
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lamina baa not been explained dtber by Mr. Nalini Banjan 
Barker, or Sir Asizoi Hnq or Sir Jawala Prasad SriTastava, tbe 
time members of Lord Linlitbgow*s Executive Counoil who have 
bad as Food Member to appear before the Oentzal Legislature to 
justify the ways of the central bureaucracy to the conscience of tbe 
civilized world. 

Writing in January of 1944 of tbe beginning of famine conditions 
in the early months of 1943, and almost reconciled to the death of 
more than fifteen lakhs of Bimgalee men, women and 

Ifeaorv ot children, we have often felt inclined to avoid this 
I7se»70 tsmlM sordid story of incompetence in the higher bureauc- 
racy, of the spirit of profiteering that seized • Govern- 
ment departments in the provinces, and even in the Central Govern- 
ment, of the greed and inhumanity of the manufacturers and traders 
of the conntry. All these combined have helped produce the result, 
causing the disruption of the social life of the people of the coastal provinces 
of India. Famines are not a new phenomena in India. We are 

old enough to remember what happened in the areas stretching from 

Guzerat to the United Provinces and Central India when the death 
roll rose as high as two crores of people, reoorded in William Digbys 
Prosperatm British India. It was caused by failure of ihe necessary rains. 
But the experience through which the people of Bengal and certain 
other provinces have had to pass during the year 1943 were the 
result of human activity, of the shdrt- sightedness ^ the Government 
and their incompetence, of the spirit of ‘*get-rich-quick*’ released over 
the country by the Government’s handling of their war orders and 
the purchase of their other requirements. For an identical experience 
Bengal has had to recall what happened to her people in the year 

1769^*70, twelve years after the Battle of Plassey, almost at the 

threshold of British rule. Bankim Chandra’s immortal novel entitled 
Annnda Mutt draws up the memory of those horrors. He vras for 
a short while Deputy Secretary to the Government of Bengal in 
the Bevenue Department, and his official duties brought him face to face 
with records of theUmine of that year. Failure of rains during the 
two preceding years prepared the ground for this disaster that carried 
to death one crore of people, one-third of the population of the then province 
of Bengal comprising a part of Behar. But men co-operated with Nature 
in this . affair. Sir William Hunter’s Annals of Rural Bengal and 
reports of famines in India at various times during the British period 
exppse the human part in this famine drama. After the Orissa 
famine of 1868 the Government appointed a Famine Commission with 
Sir George Campbell as Chairman who edited certain of the records 
of the 1769-70 famine. In an appendix to this report appear how 
the interference of the Government with the normal functions of 
economic life led to the disaster of that year. 

1769*»VO Goveruvent by injiidioious interferenoe forced tbe whole stock into 
tbe nsrket at tbe eommeacement of tbe calamity. It was declared a crime to lay 
up siorca of tbe piecioua commodity againat tbe coming year ; every one wbo laid 
in atoek beeaM a pubUe malefactor bia pereos (waa) in conatant danger of 
•met. Gnin-deeling becazM a dangerona occupatlou and at tbe very eiiaia, when 
tbe emmirf cooM only be aaved by a mom tban ueually vigonme UwBe, nzpeetable 
mm won detsmd ma onisrigg or driven from tbe ooenpatiOD. Aa no ono was 
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^lopfd to boiid,... the aelutory prptrare which immediately enbaneed rates would 
haT# put upon the people wee aot allowed to exert ita full iiifluenee.** 

The preaoDt Food Member of the OoyemmeDt of India« Sir J« P. 
Sriyaetaya, has constrained to admit Qoyemment reeponaibility 

in the matter of the “diffienltiee of Bengal**, nnHke 
.**I»eelar’ policy his predecessor, Sir Asiznl Hnq who made no mention 

A Beiifal lamlae of it in his statement made in August, 1948 to the 

Central Assembly. Sir J: P. Srivastava had to admit: 

** it is true that there were certain meaauree dictated by military neoemity In 

1042, when there was real danper of inrsMOn, and thU contributed to tlie preMiit 
di^ultlea of Benpal. I admit that.*’ 

The purchases lor the growing army and this "denial** 
policy disturbed the delioate halanoe in the food situation in Bengal, 
in Orissa, Travaocore, Cochin and certain other 
Beagara teed coastal areas of India. Statistics have been falling 

pwdtlon on ns in profusion to prove or disprove the surplus 

or deficit position in food of the various tracts of 
the country. One can fill volumes with quoting these. We will quote 
one only to illustrate the position of Bengal ; this can be accepted 
as a sample of the sudden awakening that .has come upon the coun- 
try with regard to the causes of the catastrophe that has overtaken 
our people. 

**BenKal Is a deficit Province in rice. Since 1001 the deficit became apparent 
Daring the lest 40 years, with the riee in population there has been no rise in the 

produetlon of rice lbs yield of riee in lOOl wee 24 crore &6 lekh maunde. 

During the last 40 years the average yield in Bengal hee been 20 crore 90 lakh 
maunde. 0^ annual requiremoit for direct eoneiimption to-dey it about 29 crore 

maunde If seed reserve and indirect consumption as ohura^ muri etc ere taken 

into consideration, the total deficit in rice requirement for Bengal amounte to 
approximately 64 crore meunde per annum in a normal average year.” 


This quotation is taken from the statement of a non-teobnical 
person, Sri Jnananjan Neogy, Officer-in-chargo of the Gommeroial 
„ Mueenm maintained by the Corporation of Oaleutta 

‘^elWi’* published in the pages of the Calcutta 

eentroverey Municipal Oazcite, For 40 years the bureaucracy 
in Bengal has been content to let this perilous 
state of things continue ; the intelligentsia who voice public feeling 
and public needs has been simply watching the dangerous poesibilitiee 
of the food situation of their province, because their education and 
upbringing have divorced them from this matter of the provision 
bl food, and they have not known, to quote a homely Bcugaloe- 
language idiom, bow many grains of paddy go to the making of a maund 
of rice. The needs of total war have bumped them into a cruel 


realization that paddy and rice are also things that required the 
attention of the products of our universities and can well be 
Bnbjeote of study and enquiry in our colleges and institates of 

science. The problem of food deficit in Bengal has been . '' 

Bir Azizul Huq, a native of Bengal, who as Food Menil 
Government of India said on May 18, 1948, Bei:.^ 

not yet deficit in rite There wopld be substantial reduction 

in the ^oe of rice wHhin % week.*' Thie sUtement he could 
perpetrate because be had to appear as a defender of the Naziitinddin 
Miiiiafery in tW r of the food sitiiation In the province. 
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For, it is difficult to believe that Sir Aziml Huq, the author of **The 
Man 1)ehind the Plough", wherein he had talked of the production 
of his province equalling its consumption, did not know the true 
brief in the matter. But on the present occasion exigencies of 
political partisanship d:ilected his an^e of vision. Sir Azizul had 
written his book basing himself on the facts gathered during his hiem- 
bership of the Banking Enquiry Committee. 

Much later the report of the Bengal Paddy and Bice Enquiry 
Committee testified to the fact that Bengal was a ^ deficit area. 

Evidence led before this Cpmmittee which appeared 
Com- summary in the report testifies to this fact. Dacca 

tBlttee's report produced barely 30 per cent of its paddy, importing the 
rest from Barisal and Sylhet. Bepresentatives of growers 
of paddy in Serajganj said that the average cultivator had ‘‘hardly 
sufficient produce to last him for more than six months" ; for the 
remaining period of the year he "had to buy paddy or take paddy 
loans". At Kishoreganj in the district of Mymensingh it was said 
that 70 per cent of the cultivators were in debt ; that “only about 
5 per cent of tho population had a surplus to sell over the year ; 
another 20 per cent had just supply of food to last them throughout 
the year ; and the rest had either to purchase or borrow paddy." 
At Krishnagar in the district of Nadia it was said that 25 per 
cent of tho population "had no land" ; "60 per cent of the population 
did not have sufficient supply of food to last them for more than 
six , months in the year," At Bankura it was said that "60 per 
cent cannot carry on for more than six months. They have to live 
on paddy loans." The district magistrate of Burdwan and the 

chairman of the District Board "were of opinion that the district was 
about self-sufficient*’ and a "surplus’' district; the Secretary of the 
Union Board Association was of the contrary opinion, although "it 
OApurted at the time of harvest." Maldah, according to the District 
Magistrate, was a "surplus” district. The sample of opinion quoted 
.^here go to show that the rulers and the ruled in Bengal have for 
years been content to depend on others for the essential food 

requirements of their province. To-day destiny has caught them on 
their carelessness and lack of foresight. 

And this unbalance is not confined to Bengal alone, but is an 

all-India phenomenon. Students of social life and its dynamics have 

drawn attention to this danger-spot in the map of 
All-India poritipn India. One of tho most persistent of them is Prof. 

Badha Eamal Mukherjee, Head of the Department of 
Economics A Sociology in the University of Lucknow. 
In his pamphlet f^ublished by the Oxford Univmity Press of India 
and in his booklet — Food Flaninny for 400 MilUofia — he has put his 
fingers on the spot. From a statistical examination of the question of 
population growth and the corresponding increase ul food supply be 
showed how the lattpr just kept pace with the former. But he 
strikes a pessimistic no^ 

•• although the rale of growth of the total , cropped area has }ost franc ahead 

of the rate of population inerraae, the area under food crops in parifoolai baa 
definitely lagged behind. It ia true that on the whole the Inoreaee of lo^ 
tnral produotion baa oiitstripi^ population growth, but the nugin Is less m fibs 
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of the food poiitloB.** 


IhoM m basie of Iiidia*8 ooonomio life known io nil* to the 
Gbvnnunent and to the peoploL The former hae failed to ti^e the 
prohlem. Statiatice are nojk neoeaaary to prove thia 
Plof with alatteeal fulure. The year 1948 haa written it large in 
8gBne hiatory. The Gohimeroe Member of the Government 

of India daring the early montha of thit year, Mr. 
Nalini Banj^n Sarkar. who oombined the portfolio of Food for a 
little while, «iied to reaaaure pablio opinion by aaying that there 
mig^^ be a food ahortage of about 4 per oent only ; and thia need 
no< oa.eate the famine oonditiona that have buret over the country. 
But'it would talm a lot of more explaining to trace the courae of the 
tragedy that haia overtaken Bengal. Mr. Sarkar haa eaid that aomehow 
and aomewhen the people lost their “confidence** in the Government 
of Lord lanlitbgow, and in their fear began to hoard and do idl 
manner of tricka auch as profiteering. Thia is the story that haa 
been hroadcaated over the world to explain the break-down of the 
fo(^-front in India. In the issue of the London StaHst, dated 
January 80, 1942, we find the following ; 

*‘Prodaeera, dealers and oonaumers have all been hoarding grain. The proeeis 
was enoonraged rather than otherwise by the (Government) fixing of maximam 
prices, lor other grains were left unregulated and wheat farmers felt resentment 
that their prices were eontroUed while others were allowed to soar. Thia no 
doubt explains why the efforts of a Goveriiment food-purchasing agency in the 

Paniab,......weffe such a decided failure For a time it seems that Delhi might 

seek a aolutlon by extending price control to other grains, but public confidence baa 
bean no aeferaiy shaken that thia might merely have encouraged the extension 
of blaek market activifies and boarding 


The story of hoarding by the agriculturists in Bengal has boon disproved 
by the extracts that we have made from the report of the Bengal Paddy 
_ _ ^ ^ and Bice Enquiry Committee. Not more than 10 
? P®f agriculturists are in a position to 

ooSrS Hold on to the produce of their fields. The report 

of the Banking Enquiry Committee tells the same 
story of the eoonomio weakness of the vast majority of our farming 
population* Then, how did it become possible for the prices of *food 
gri^s to soar as high as 500 to fiOO percent of the peace time 
rate ? How and why was the middleman allowed to march away 

with the increased prices ? The attempt to control prices failed, 

and failed miserably. Why ? We have seen it suggested in coarse of 

debates in the Central Legislature that the traders had beaten Lord 

Linlithgow’s Government in this game of regulation of the economic life 

of the people. And a helpless by distrustful public has been watching with 
a certain amount of amusement this tug of war, as the following from 
the Calcutta 8tate$man go to show : 


‘‘Ooly of a very spselal quall^ esn remember all the v sr^tiee of polfoy 

•bcuY^SSTBSiid hJs SS; The Province hM 
osrer eonlmlled say one, U hie seen these aboliel^ in hope that 

«iu ^' k iSru»g bdS; » b^i*. »* m«.» u. 


u 
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liie in«ffeotiyeD6is of the stops takon by tbo Oeotnl sod 
PlroTiiioial GoYomments in faoo of shoitage of food in the ooontry 
needs no demonstratien today. Why they haye failed 
Toe^ tf we will, perhaps, neyer know. We know that owing 
to the needs of war the whole administration was 
dictated to by the Goyemor-General, advised or guided 
by < the Defence Services* What little of ' ptovindaJ autonomy ' there 
was in the Government of India Act of 1935 was sacrificed to 
the god . of war. The head of the British bureaucracy has been trying 
to propagandize the fact all the world over that the department of 
food lay within the jurisdiction of the Provincial Governments, and 
that the Oentral Government in India, headed by Lord Linlithgow, 
could not interfere with this jurisdiction without breaking the com- 
mandments of the Government of India Act. Nobody,* however* has 
been or could be misled by ' this plea. The addition of a new Section to 
Section 126 of the Act ( Section 126 A. ) gives full powers to the 
Governor-General in the provincial field. He has on more oceasion 
than one done violenoe to “provincial autonomy**, disregarding the 
advice and protest of the provincial Council of Ministers. But when 

famine confronted the country Lord Linlithgow has failed to use this 

power with a view to bend thd provincial administrations to accept 
the “directives'* of the Central Executive. By this weakness it has not 
earned the respect of the country, even of the provincial administrations. 
This was demonstrated in the second week of May, 1943, when the 
Government of India announced the “free trade’* policy in the eastern 
regions of India to facilitate the fiow of food grains from the snr^us 
to deficit provinces. But what was the result 7 Let us allow Six Azizul 
Huq, the Food Member at this time, to describe this experience. 

**Bat as seen as free trade was declared in the Eastern Zone, obstruetionB 
of every kind were placed lu Its way. 1 have before ne a list of over 60 cases 

xeportea from time to time and we have not yet been able to Complete the 

Investigation of these oases. But the nature of the allfgatlons are as follows i vis. 
stocks purchased were requisitioned, the ' stocks purchased were seised, a percentage 
of all purchases were ordered to be surrendered, and in some cases at a m^ 
lower price than purchase price, stockists were ordered to close down godowns. 
traders were warnM not to sell, station masters were asked to refuse wagons 
carters and carriers were stopped from assisting movements, ezi^orts were bannM 

by peremptory orders Among those who complained were General Manaeera 

of ^ilways, the Chief Mininj; Engineer of the Bailway Board, thT fS^ 
Administrator of the Indian Mining Association, thb Officor-in-charge of rice supplies 
to aerodrome construction, Bengal Obamber of Commerce, Muslim Chamber of 
Commerce, Indian Chamber of Obmmerce, National Chamber of Commerce and 
industrial concerns, not to speak of traders and purchasing agents. It is ' said 
that trade agents were arrested and prosecuted and that goods in transit were 
leiasd. Thus free trade did not function. Taking the case of one of the provineea. 
we had ^ an auihoriUtive sUtement that the province had at least 30 lakhs of 
maunds of surplus grains. This province did not take any step from January to 

own purposes at a time when the price was 
admittedly low. Tet, as soon as the free trade wu introduced, it tried to build 
up a imrve stock for its own needs; We were just at the time considering thsi 
taaaibUita of gradually restoring free trade throughout India as the only other 
2 •upply, ther^y bringing down the general prioe leiel and 

rap^oTSe dSdt ^ ***“ pomMy endanger even the partial 

Tbia rather long quotation does not give the wbols story of 
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aco-w-oiegaMoa by the provioowl edminietnUom, thdr uiwiUiii^iaes to 
hdp the Oentoel Govwmment in ite food pidioy. And 
. gSS.!g *!S which wm the Adminutietione thel pat diSenltiee in the 

prortatiti way ? Which of thooi can ha convicted of 

"ohetinaoy and seUfishneea". to «iote the woida 
of Mr* GrifSthSi a retired 1* C* 8. who has found In 

basinesB and politics a more satisfying ontletr to his energies. He 
quoted the ^'example of a great province which had during the past 
twelve months one million tons of rice more than its normal yieldt 
but which nevertheless either refnsed or failed to send even 2,00fi00 
tons of the excess to help Calcutta in its time of distress." The 
plea of “provincial autonomy" falls to the ground when we find that 
the “greatest obstinacy has been shown in some of thosC provinces 
which are at present governed under Section 93", those under the 
Governors, administered by them with the help of “advisers." And 
the Government of Lord Linlithgow tolerated this obstinacy. 

Even in August, 1943, Sir Azizul Huq would not name the recalci- 
trant provinces that had intensified the famine conditions in Bengal, while 
,, members of the Council of Ministers in the Punjab 

^ProftC^ng were going about preaching to the agriculturists to 

Gevernments withhold their stocks of food grains, and charging the 

Government of India with profiteering in the matter 
of wheat bought in the Punjab for the relief of Bengal. The Govern- 
ment of Sind has made a profit of about 2 crore of rupees by their 
food-grains transactions. Even the Government of Bengal has, aooord- 
to Sir Colin Garbett, Bogional Commissioner of Food Supply in the 
Punjab, made such a profit to the tune of about 40 lakhs of rupees. 
Sir Chhotu Ham, Bevenue Minister of the Punjab, has tried to give 
the public details of this transaction. “The Punjab wheat lands at 
Calcutta approximately at Bs. 12-8 per maund. The Bengal Govern- 
ment sells it to mills at Bs. 16 per maund ; allows them Be. 4 per 
maund as milling charges ; purchases atfa from those very mills at 
Bs. 19 per maund, and st-lls it at Bs. 20 per maund." ^ In explanation 
of this curious conduct it was said that the BengiJ. Government had 
to “send wheat and ntta to distant stations and is building up a Stabilization 
Fund." The Bengal Ministry has, however, produced figures to prove 
that it would run a loss of Bs. 7 lakhs by these transactions. 
The complications created in the situation by these ^ goings-on 
by the various Governments, and imitated by the traders and agriculturists, 
have seen the light of day during the latter half of 1948. They go 
to show that in hoarding and profiteering the ^ people^ but follow^ the 
example set them by the higher bureaucracy in India. And it is no 
wonder that speculators and profiteers should have beat the examplers 
in their own game. 

The public do not yet know all the moves of this game tb^ 
been responsible for the death of about 16 lakhs of people. spini 
^ of profiteering has been the breeding ground of corrup- 

dishoneBty in .U Blrmta ol gaiety. Incoim 
■MBl of a debate in the Bengal AeBemWy ■; 

ofaaiged “pereon* i" high pl^e" with t^ e 
in the game of profiteering. And the poieon hae eptead eo fei: 
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iSuA todfty it it difflontt to oTold rafpeotiiig dl mail who ttoooniMCiiad 
with bnsiiieM and war oontroota m profiteora who by their Mttiritiea 
hove' not only helped in the kilUng of .men, women end obildxan, bat 
hsTe apreed e oon^gion of poiaon thronghoat aodel oondnot that 
midcea the obaerres of aoeiei teiidenoiea lei^al of the morel health of 
the pecq^ both now end in the fntnre. There ie e oertain aohool of 
thought which regerda theae aigna cd morel degredetion ea ineriteble 
dmiiig diatnrbencM of hnmen life, oooeaioned by were, end by the oj^Kxrtn- 
nitiea of profiteering created by warn end aoercitiea. The famine of 
Bengal has recall^ to memory how thia mond degradation ran ram- 
pant in the proyince when thecormption of the offioera of the Beat 
India Company and their natiye miniona played drakea and dnoka with 
the life of the people. 

People in Bengal, in Oriaaa, in Malabar have had recent experience of the 
tortnxe of theae awf^ acenea ; they have seen before their eyes men. women 
and children ahriyriling in body and getting deranged 
nil hanger gnawed at their entraila. Neither 
Aateeeny" ‘ the bureaaoraoy that had failed to read aright the 
signs of the coming storm, nor the speculators and 
profiteers who had cornered the food of the people could be prepared 
ter these consequences of their actions or inactions. But we know 
by recalling the contributory causes of the 1769 — *70 famine that the 
present crisis followed almost the same course. 8ri Hemendra Prasad 
Ghosh, editor of the Bengalee-language daily — by his booklet 
— Th$ Famine of has enabled us to understand the forces 

that are responsible ter the famine of 1948. We haye seen that the 
responsibility ter the present ^tastrophe is being thrown by the 
British bureaucracy on the Proyincial Administrations. 8o in 1769-*’70, 
Muhammad Besa Khan who was in charge of the finances of Bengal 


was made the scapegoat. Vincent 8mithr in trying to exculpate the 
Bast Indian Company's English seryants has said : “they did not 
then administer the country, of which the reyenue affairs were solriy 

in charge of Muhammad Beza Khan ” Beyeridge, father of the 

great administrator who has drawn up the “security plan" ter Britain, 
was in the Bengal seryice during the last years of the 19th century. ; 
he could, not, howeyer, wholly hide the truth. In his history be wrote : 

**It would be absurd to blsme Gorernment for these aataral oalamities, and' 
yet it is impess^ entliely to exonlpate them. The isilare.of the rioe emp, in 
consequenee of e x cess i ve draught, mast bays been foreseen ; and it was, Iherefora 
the duty of GeveronMot, while aware thatfamine to some extent . was inevitablsi 
to have taken > the means in their pow^ to mitigate it by storing granaries. They 
appear, •on the contrary, to have overlooked their duty as a Government, and to 
have speenlated as indiviuoal merchants on the enormous profits which the foreseen 
oilamity would enable them to realise. Before the famine reached its height, almost 
all the rice in the country was bought up by the servants of the Company, and 
when the pressure came, they found no difiioolty in selling it at ten times the 
original coat*’ 


Macaulay in his character-sketch of Cliye could not slur oyer this 
charge. He felt difiBbulty in acoepting iki truth ; but he could not bdp saying 
that the seryante of the Company had probably 
Maeasilay's yentnred to deal in rice and “if they dealt in rim 

yecikc they must certainly haye gaiiied by the scarcity." 

He elaborated this theme than : 
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edmliiietratloD wee •oeoeed of deellai in chIb te their edfite 
* ^,7*^ ^^i*«»lofe wrote one Indigneiit lellnr 

^ enothw, dmending the neeMi of the enlpriliu Mo Mtie. 
feotorj esplenetion wee tier mode ; end the netm egnte of the 
memloghpdy lemeln to thto dey ondw the ohem of eetrrhig 
off the hnetodmea^e eeentf etoek el ethUinrf pneen 
iptying boete that wen hnportlDg riee froee other pnmneeeb on 
^ the eeM reqnieite for the nest horreet 

Mot ^ without .reeeon doee the ^ Oourt ezpreee Ite enepMon thet the gniltr pe^ 
eonld. be no other then pereone of eome nnk in Ite ow ‘ " 
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.• Wexren Hnetinge who wee en opo-wltneee of theen 
bnppeiiiiigB wrote : 

**Yel 1 here neeon to leer thet the eenee eileted pcioelpelly In • defeetlte. 
If not oormpt and oppieeeife, edminletxmtion. I nm eony to edd thet from Bunr 
to the oppoeite bonndeiy I hove eeen nothing bnt treoee of eoeeplete dereelellon 
In erery rillege.** 

Williem BoUe hae written khe moot oompreheneife 
judgment on the etate of thinge prevailing in thm daye ; 

'*The .loevee end dehee am the grand, almoet the aole bbjeot. The nneetlem 
—how many leoa ahall 1 put In my pooket t or how many none, nephemh w 
dependeiite uiall 1 provide for, at the expenae of the miasable tnhabltaala of thi 
enbjeeted domlnlone f— an thoee which of late hare been the fomenel 
piononnoed by the Ohiefa of the Oompeny on both eidee of the ocean. Hwin Bm 
Domlnlone In Aeia like the diatent Bomen provlacee, dnring the dcollne of that 
cmpin, bare been abandoned ee lawfnl prey, to enry epeelee of peeoteton ; la eo 
mnoh that many of the aerYante of the Ckimpany.......... hare mtnrn|Ml to Koglaad 

loaded with wealth ; when, entnnohing themeelfea In borough or ItoUlndia et^ 
Inflnenoe, they boYe net jaetice at dedance, either In the oanae of their eonotry 
or of opp r emed Innooenoe.” 

The value of theae extraota from the hiatory of the paat oonaiate 
in thia that theae enable ua to rightly interxnret the thinge that we 
aee happening in our midat and before otir very 
Cyelie roaewala eyes. The war has opened out avenues of peonlation 
of faailBo la India that many amongst ua have embraced with hungry 
hands. The result might have been death stdlhing 
over million homes. Another result Yrill he seen in the rise . of 
the *'new rich’* reared on the ruins of the many million homes of hnmM 
heiogs. PerbapBt it baa ever been thna in hnman hi^ry ; to the 
manure supplied by human hones grow new crops of boma^ 
with a new flowering of human values.^ And the moving hand having 
wit movee on to write new chapters to onr hiatory. But ^tem- 
porary recorders and interpreters cannot c|^vate 
▼iew of human affairs. They are moved by Minp of pl^and 
•ngwr that watch the contagion of callous e^loitation 
WMkoew nd distnu. In th, Wrtory of J^n«i i« •* ^ 

thndiold of the Brltieh period (1769— ^0) we *** ” *^. ^ 
etoptiMi of bunui gieed end ceUoiuneM ; ebon* om ^ 

■erenty yeue Inter the wne phenomwion bee nppeeiad. Pm im ye 
intervcni^ period there heve been nany fbminee in this eoantrjr 
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kUHog off o gmtaor siimbor of people. But on these ooomsions we 
famye not reed or heard of the otgy cd inoompetenoe and greed that 
has been characteristio of the 1948 episode. A historian of ^'Indian 
Famines" has tcdd ns that in onr oonntry '^famines tend to recur in 
oyeles of five years, and the greater ones in cycles of fifty years." 

**BoBghly spesking, it is towards the middle .and the end of each century 
that the most disaatrons calamities have fallen upon India. The famines 
of I84S*> ’4$« 1540, 1^, 1T47, and 1S37 were idl intense in certain districts bnt 
comparatively limited in area, and short in duration. That of 1896, which is said to 
havenasted twelre years, and those of 1505, 1659-’61, lOO:}— '04. 1896-1000 are the 
most fatal and' the most eatensire of which history make mention.*' 

Detailed reports of these famines are not generally available. Histori- 
ans have told us that daring tho pre*British period people used to migrate 
into neighbouring aiessr— "this being their first 

The praetlee of impulse • the stores of grain which wise emperors 
olden times of the past had maintained, and above all, the prin- 
ciple of mutual assistance and family support of the 
aged weak, were tiie real bulwarks in the past against the perils of 
destitution and the ravages of starvation. This historian — A. Loveday — 
has quoted from the Dasaraika Jaiaka to indicate the practice of the 
olden times. 

"I, however, will give and en]oy. 

And .^1 will maintain my relations, 

The rest I will protect ; 

Such is a wise man's vocation." 

Famine which has been defined in the Orissa Famine Commission 
Beport as ^‘suffering from hunger on the part ol large classes of the popula- 
tion** is a symptom and proof of the break-down of 
this healthy relationship. The old cohesiveness of 

A Order Indian society has been disrupted by the 
onslaught of the industrial civilization and the spirit 
ol individualism bred in and by it. The feeling that we are our 
brothers' keepers has grown weaker as we have progressed under 
modem civifization. This weakening of individual responsibility has 
not been recompensed by the State undertaking the duties discharged 
by the individual under the older social philosophy. The State in 
India, as we have it to-day, knows how to keep law and order; 
“it sddop fails in the policeman’s job." But 

"When it comes to the welfare of the people, it bee a stem and unbending 
faith in /awMs/atre which is in the realm of theory the perfect ezpreselon of the 
indifference of 'me rich to the welfare of the poor." 

Id the present instance the State in India, both at the centre 
and ih the provinces, has failed in its duty not because it was 
smitttti by the philosophy of laisstz fam^ but because 
The war A He it was burdened with partnership in a world war in 

nssaaaltles which the heart ol tihe people was not. It had to 

find its recruits for the army, its workers for the 
innumerable war indnatiiee and countless war services. It oonld tap 
the huge tody of unemployed in' the country whose number ran into 
erorei. Its propagandists on behalf of xeomitment went mtont the 

counter saying, that war services alone oonld aesnra food 
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and zalmanl to Idia peoplo. In Britain and tiia United Btalee 
the millione of unemployed which * new deale" even oonld not 
fol^ em^oy were abeorbed in the varione war ewvioee. In India 
■leo the same thing happened; the war eervioee drew into them the 
hungry and the needy. For the first time in their life those pei^ 
found the Sarker Bahadur interested in .them, in meeting their daily 
neoessitiest in looldng after thei^ deanly halnts, in oaring for their 
health. These people and tbeii dependants have reason to thank a 
world war for these amenities, for this sudden oonoem frit by the 
Barker Bahadur in them. The creatien of a purchasing, power counted in 
millions for the millions of war workers has given a fictitious 
appearance of prosperity to the country which the famine conditions 
spread over the country has exposed to the view of the world. 
Increasing numbers of men may be going about in khaki, but the 
number of men and women who are hiding their shame in rags will 
exceed these in number. War earnings spread over millions of families, 
however, have not been able to stay the hand of the god of death. India 
is not the only country that folds hersrif dragged into war. But we 
have to know ri a country among the belligerent countries, the "United 
Nations" or Axis, where millions of non-combatant men, women and 
ehildren have been suffering from hunger in such numbers or where 
more than one and half millions of them have succumbed to death. 

We have heard and read something of the sacrifices that the British 
have been called upon to make in the various items of their food. 

Three eggs during a month was a ration, we have 
butter are not generally avail- 

U. 8. A. * <^hle ; the taste of cheese has almost been forgotten. 

people wished that they eould forget it. Black markets 
flourished, where thousands of operators have made huge fortunes by 
trading in scarce and rationed goods. A description of this institution 
will give us an idea of how the British peo^e have been faring. 
Cosmetic dealers, bound by no Food or Drug Acts, were selling boot 
polish as mascara, powdered paint as rogue ; thefts of cloth recently 
rationed jumped 800 per cent since black market agents warmed^ their 
way into department stores ; clothing merchants were busily snipping 
off Government labels from "utility" suitsr to sell these^ at prices 
much over the controlled prices ; when London dock authorities opened 
50 boxes marked "razor blades'*, they found nothing but black soil ; , 
the blades had been dumped on the black market ; because Govern- 
ment does not restrict the sale of "salad onions" (onions with leaves), 
dealers paddled enormous onions, festooned with leaves, at quadruple 
the’ ordinary price. In India these conditions, favourable to the growth 
of black market, have flourished unchecked. In Britain the authorities 
have seen to it that the basic food requirements ^ of the people were 
not interfered with by human greed and human incompetence. In the 
United States also there have been scarcities. Extracts from U. S. 
papers make interesting reading in this connection. In the first ^ week 
of January. 1943, the Food Administrator announced the rationing of 
"canned, dried and frozen fruits and vegetables * ; there was no reri 
sholUge of these items, but the fighting forces and Lend-Lease ^w^ 
gobble up half of the year's production leaving to the ordinary u. B. 
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monlMtliig alwat 11 «niw of paoplo, 8 S tbi. p« 

SaTwmr ooi^^tba of 461l». Tha likalr lord lor Mte fwlho 
___ 195 |))g. pgr panoiit oompmd to tlio SO«0 Umu thal tho mngo 

rfK— wonU lika to got. Bvon Moording to BiitM sttodw^ ^ 

^ 4 i-« gnnnar to bo owinuniug vi * oo* of f(^ ftonty. 8 u 

told that the XJ.a dtieea bed iMgim 
of little oloe hiit iood" ; beoeiua at bed weather oondituma. of gooA 
andwaoMinable ralno,a IJWO mile "ewath”. one quarter of aU TJ.& 
«iop aecaage, wao “dreBohed" ; oomo 40^00.000, a^ had been flooded 
aod kMoked out of jroduotion for weds ; the crop proepo^^ were 
the pe(»eat In -three yearo*’ ; wheat pcodnetioa wae estimaM doim 
a whwSgflfl% w»4« T“*” i * 7 *. wow ^ doTO*. 

Jn a^^ publiehad in the fliet week of July, we re^ of admims. 
trafiTO fuddle and nriomanagement" being held wiponsible ht nn- 
naoeaearr ehortageo”— tine “in the midetof geographieal plenty”. Enry 
wae bdng erawtood at the way the Brideh hare m^ a enooeea of 
thdr enbddy to agrioultnro ; their oontrol over the distrilmtion of food. 
Before tho war Britain wae importing more than 60 per orat of her 
food from ontoide her frontiere ; today ehe Im bm able to ^ve tl^ 
import fignrae. By her oontrol of food-graine applied from doeka to the 
■taraa” Britain hae been aUe to oontrol the rationing of her more 
than four ororee of people. The Umted State hae to taoUe 6^00^^ 
farmere. In Tn. 1 U aleo the eeven ororee of individnal farmer familiee 
have fonnd a plaoe in the oontrarerey that hae been ^ng over the 
muddle in the country. But Mr. Amery and hie eubordinate 
bare not been able to explrin why the United Btatee, burdened by 
her “flO.OO.OOO” farmere, hare not had to face a famine. 

piotnre in oontraet between Britaiq. the United State and 
gli of t>«»» Buffering for one reaeon or other from food ehottage, 
tollB a Btory tho moral of which hae yet to be ex- 
Teemet pUinaJ, We hare beard that in Britain arrange- 
wiMito for food oontrol and rationing wae started three 
ygggg before the outbreak of this rrar , in the United 
they began to talk of rationing after fifteen months of their 
the war. India has been as long entangled in the war as 
horadf. But her food situation wao allowed to so deterionte 
that about mow than one and half million men, wonaon and ehildren died 
owing to laek of food during the last six months of 1948. It may wdl be that 
for years a large peroentage of toe people hare been liring on short ration, 
knoiring not a full maaL fifty years ago a flinanoa Member of the Ooremor. 
General’s Bxeoutire Oounoil made the remark that one>third of the 
peoDle of India did not know from year’s end to year’s end the 
gp tff^nn of a full maaL Nearly fifty years later a tnmnlm of the 
Berrioa continues this dolefol story.” Nutntion is 

•the moat pissslng of all ptassat«day proU^ •• SS*^**®5 

and heSto^ndbe mrintataed on many of the diets now used by mUlkmB of. 

^ sstimStm tost 88 par cant o< te papnlato is wto nouiah^ 

41 narwat poorii^onrltosd, and 80 per oant raty bad^nOTrishrf. Or, in other 
ST parmt of tbop^tiw » snfltring from nminntntion.* 

Tho abore quotation hi from, a book— food— written forohiUrmi— 
In tiw Eorewotd ol wUah Ooionel MoOarriwn put thaw words. 
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Iii^*s chart of health ia not anythiai rt wUoh one ean look 
BnMMeviB oomplaoenoe. It has be«i found that 

tka West Ate persons per 1,000 

iBifai inhabitants is 84, while in New Zealand and Tg»* flitnd 

it is 19 and 81 respeetiyely. Malaria is* 
nniyersally prevalent in this country ; one out of 8.5 deaths is due to this 
cause alone. About one-fourth of the population is viotim to this diseassi as 
estimated by the Health Or||ani8ation of the League of Nations, 
causing an economic loss of Bs. 88 crores every year. These aie 
unquestioned and unquestionable facts of India’s life. These may 

explain why scarcity of food should have affected the normally ill- 
nourished people in India, and they should have in their millions 
fallen victims to it in its earliest stage. In Britain for abbut 90 
years, from 1918 to 1939, the number of unemployed was on an 
average about 16 lakhs of people, creating distress and malnutrition 
to about a crore of people. In the United States for about 13 years, 
since 1930, the number of unemployed was in the neighbourhood of 
I crore of people. .These unemployed people, maintain^ by "doles" 
from the State or charitable people, could not have been physically 
fit, could not have been well- nourished. We have not heai^ that 
rising prices and disturbances to normal life caused by war have led 
anywhere, near to the scenes of desolation that wide areas in India 
have had to witness. From a consideration of all the factors eon- 
nected with food in the three countries discussed above, one is driven 
to the conclusion that while in Britain and in the United States 
the ruling classes have been careful and successful in fighting the 
many complications inseparable from war, in controlling and keeping 
down the anti-social activities of the hoarder and the profiteer, in 
India their opposite numbers have been unsucessful in doing so, have 
been careless with the fate and fortunes of the millions of peopb 
of whom they boastfully claimed to be trustees. To what cause are 
to be traced this carelessness and failure? Stories of bureaucratic 
ineptitude are as plentiful in Britain and in the united States as p 
India One difference there is in the system of administration as it 
obtained in the two countries of the West as contrasted with- India. 
In them the Government is racy of the soil ; here in India it 
is alien to the soil, alien in habits of thought and conduct. The 
individuals forming the bureaucracy in this country are many of them 
moved by the highest impulses of social service. But they are limbe 
of an organism that is rootless in the life and traditions of the oounlry. 
And even with the best wiU in the worid t^ most sympathetje of 
these administrators have not been ^le to do good to the peojj^ in 
consonance with the various schemes tbat^ litter the dovecots of 4he 
many Secretariats, either Central judgment of a 

Bri^h weekly— rAe New Slateman & Nation— n eonolueive in tbU 
matter : 


8.IT to todto toXidSId. Cbo 
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Wa hftTa rafairad inoidantoQy to tha attampt mada by tha BriHeh 
boraanaraey bcAh hate and in Britain to throw off their own ahonldara 
. tha raaponsihility for oraatiDg and' failing to control 

conditions of kmine that have devastated the 
country. Lord Idnlithgow has not been as« vociferous 
* in this game as his chief in London, Mr. Leopold 
Amary, Secretary of State for India. Tha British Government with 
Mr. Ohurohill as Prime Minister has preferred to keep studiedly silent over 
tha matter. The British public, engaged in a life-and-death struggle, 
has also failed to hear its influence on their Government for the 
relief of the famine-stricken people in India. On the occasion of 
previous famines the Oity of London headed by its Lord Mayor 
used to initiate the Mansion House Fund for relief. On the present 
occasion these were absent These symptoms of indifference will require 
some explaining. 


An attempt has been made to make .a .special case of the famine 
so far as it related to Bengal* Sir Aziaul Huq, in his apologia 
made to the Oentral Assembly in the special session 
rstlil Heq sBilats- held in August 1943, tried to foist the responsibility 

tof'sreeord on the Bengal Ministry that had Mr. Faslul Huq 

lor its Chief Minister in the early months of the 

year. This ministry had been formed in December, 1941, with the 

Mp of Mr. Sarat Chandra Basu, elder brother of Bubhas Chandra 
Basu. It required great courage and self-sacrifice on the part of Mr. 
Basa to agree to take a hand in evolving a ministry in Bengal free from the 
oommunalism that has been charaoteriBlfio o! the ministries since the 1935 
oons^tntion began to work in this province. The Dacca riots have thrown 
light on the devious ways in which members of the Ministry belonging 
to the Dacca group had been accentuating communal bitterness in the 
province. Mr. Faslul Huq, the Chief Minister, was of divided mind in the 
matter of the spirit of separaUsm that Inspired the Muslim members 
of his Ministry ; he was almost a prisoner in the hands of this 
group. The Dacca riots must have opened his eyes to the danger 

of the poUoy that certain of his Ministry had been following. This 

awakening must have been one of the contributory causes that had 
forced the resignation of Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin and other inveterate 
members of the Muslim Lea^o. We will never know the pther 
forces that had hastened this change. Mr. Faslul Huq has never 
been happy with this separation ; we know that he was anxious to 
make up his quarrel with the Muslim League, to wind up the Pro- 
gressive Coalition Party that formed the Ministerial Party, which, to 
quote the words used by him in his letter of repentence to Mr. Jinnah, 
‘‘existed only on paper.'* This letter exposed Mr. Huq's position as 
nothing cdse could have done as successfully. It showed that his 
maiority in the Legislature was unreliable or growing unreliable. It 
also explained why the permanwit officialdom at Writers* Buildidg in 
Calcutta dared work against his Ministry, supported as it was by the 
Governor of the province. It also explained why he felt helpless in 
handling the food problem complicated as it was by the maclflnations 
of the bureaucracy referred to above. It is true that the war has 
killed idl fimibilities of good embedded in the 1935 Act ; it^ reduced 
the Ministries into a useless and wasteful paraphernalia of admimstratian. 





iRDiA IH AoMK tfttlTt 


Dr. 


Mr. Akdol Hoq Ml mota hdplaM wfam ttia fiauiM 
in Jiiia MSnufcry, I^. Syama PtoMd MakhacjM, rMigsad. fonad ioto 
thia step by tha any in irlutdi Lwd Unlithgow had 
baan handling flia ganaral pnlitteal aitnation in tha 

wnntry. In to lattata addraaaad to tha OoaanMw 

Gonoral on Tftrions oeoanoni, tpedntty during Initor 
port of 1942| he M n Minister of the Oxpwn mede eSbrIs to reoonoile 
the eelf-respeot of Indie with the enlightened salf-intereet of Britein. 
In hie lettere to the OoTemor bf BaigeU Sir John Herbert, hepnnmed 
the seme themea In hie letter of reeignetion sometime in the middle 
of NoTember, 1942, eddressed to the Qovenor, he did in eddition 
expostulete with him for hie inTseion on the Minieteriel field, lor hk 
disregerd of Minieteriel edvioe, for his eotivities thet worked egebet 
the policy end preotice of the Ministry, for his iriienoe on permenent 
ofBoiels who formed e oebel thet wee immune horn the inflnei»)s of 
pnblio opinion in the country, end thet preferred the interests of Britein 
to those of the country 4ihet fed them. In this latter Dr. Mukhesjee 
is reported to heve drewn pointed ettention to whet the police end tte 
militery hed done in Midnepur in complete disregerd of oirHised 
methods of edministretion, of humen oonsideretions. Under other 
conditions this cherge sheet would here discredited before the her of 
world opmion the men end the system of Gouemment thet totereted 
such “methods of berbexism**. Both Lord Linlithgow end Sir John 
Herbert eppeered to here ignored this protest end ^oondemnetion. Dr. 
Byeme Prosed Mukherjee's letters heue been benned Isom se eing the 
light of day ; end replies thet they might heue mode to these letten 
heve shered the seme fete. Sir John Herhert has left the field of his 
mundene ectiTities ; the public in Dengsl heye not bed en opportunity 
to judge between him end the Ministers. Ixird Linlithgow hes left 
Indie, unsung end unwept ; he end his government heve ftiled to meet 
the cberge-sheet thet Dr. Mukherjee end others heve fremed egeinst them. 

We must return now to the reasons which enabled official end 
non-officiel influences to discredit the Feslul Huq Mimstry in Bengal 
Fokm teat by exploiting the food crisis in the province. Mushm 
troagbt dowB the League politicians were set A^^dly e^j^nst him ; 
FesHilBee his attempt to creep into the Muslim league 

Mieietry orgenisation must heve repeUed his non-Muslim 

supporters. Permanent officialdom was repelled by hw to 

hold an .enquiry into the stories of etrocitim ^ 
brought against the police and the miliUry in the Ben|^ Lsgi^tiixe. 
The European group which held the bi^nceof Power in tbe 
Assembly naturally followed the line throvrn up by tM pmssteriet. 
Sir John Herbert was consistently en^onisUc to the Mimst^ ; why 
he was so has not been explained. One my 

Paalul Huq Ministry drew its strength from , ^ 

communal impulses and principle of the if 

with those represented by end in the Ketiysei 

British buxeeucrecy, angered by the 

hardly tolerate iU existence in *be scheme rf • BUto iiw nco- 

nationel, non-Indian. Binged round j!*** 
wonder is that the Ministry codd function ® 

It ftiled to tackle the food ensis, besaiiss tne 
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tions oMfttod by tha Oeoltal biUMiiorftey waa m mihalpfal as tba 
pKoriiioiaL. In oonne of a diaemuon in tba Bangal Aaaambly held in 
the aaeond weak of Maiah, 1948, laiaed by an Opyoaition motiofn *on 
tba anpply and diatribntion of food atnffa, eoal, karoaina and doth, 
all per^ning to the daily neoeaaariea of the buxnbleat of homea, the 
Miniatar (the Nawab Bahadur of Dacc^ made complaint that all 
* onx difBonltiea aroaa mainly from the uncertainties of Central 
Government 'fiDlioy.** Tha Chief Minister ( Mr. Fazinl Hnq) 'who 
wound np this discussion struck a pessimistic nb^te all along bis speech ; 
he spoke of oircumstancea *‘over which we^ had no control" more 
than once in course of this speech ; he seemed to suggest that things 
had been allowed to drift to such a dangerous distance that it was 
beyond human agency to control and set these right. Mr. Huq was 
not very communicative with regard to the circumstances that had 
brought conditions of famine to Bengal; he had ''got to see" that 
ho did not "use any words which may lead' to any apprehension 
in the mind of the people or cause panic". But he seemed to 
unburden his mind in the following words : 

**1 confeM that 1 have been extremely nnhappy about all that has happened 
eonoeriiing the Civil bnpplies Department ever since the promulgation of denial 
policy in April. 1943. 

The problema were very oompUcated, and varloua factors came into play 
whieh rendered it neoeasary for otfioiala to take quick action. But there were 
variona reaaona why actlona that were taken did not produce the beet reaulta. 
Aa regarda the offieiala eonoerned, 1 gladly admit that moat of them were extremely 
brilliant membera of the Indian Civil Service^ and as regards the nonH>fficialB they 
were men who bad attained positioua of eminence and dignity in the public life 
ef this country. But it so happened that many of them* not only did not actually 
know what they were doing and could not appreciate what the reaulta would, be of 
the policy they were following in consequence of their meagre knowledge of the 

habits and ouitoma of the pfople....« In many of Uieie oases diieetiona came 

from the Oentre, and lo far aa I can remember, many things have happened to 
which the Piovinoial Government not only give no consent but have enls^ firm 
but rsapeetful protaat*' 

Hare are hinta- and suggeations of Ceutrad* incompetence the 
dataila of which the public do not know. Lack of Central knowledge 
" was never better illustrated than in the speech made 

Wbal tke Central in the Legislative Assembly in the middle of February, 

Governmet dM 1948, by Mr. Nalini Banjan Barker as Food Member 
in Linlithgow Executive Council. In his attempt 
to assure the people that there was really no deficit in the fo<^ 
supply of tha country, he said : 

**Tbs nstt gap in our total supply of food grains during 1943, after taUng 
into account che inereaiw, our requirement would not cxeecd two million tone, 
npresenting a deficit of no more than 4 per cent in our total annual prodnetion 
of tbo principal food grains, la some of tba yeart immediately preceding the war 
wo ptuled tbrongb equal or bigger abortimei without feetiug much strain. The 
earty-over from previous years mteht ho (foubt nve stood ui in good stead, bat 
even after allowing lor this the Bonee would agree that the eetimated deficit at 
snob was certainly not of an order that would warrant any alarm.** 

The Food Member of Lord Linlithgow was speaking in this 
■train from a brief prepared by the Central Food Department, and 
that at a time when during the harvest time of 
llsatlemplat the principal food crop in Bengal, rice waa seUing 

mi el eed t ug in the province at the rate of Bs. 18 to 

Bs. 15 per maund in the €Ountry*side and much 
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higher iin Oeloabte. It ie to uttereDoee like theie at whioh refereaoe 
most have been hinted by Mr* Faalnl fluQ in the speech quoted 
aboTo. Mr* Barker’s successor, another Bengalee, Sir Asisul Bnq, wu 
not only as unilluminatiye, but he was partisan in presenting the 
brief on behalf of the Linlithgow Government. In order to save the 
face of this Government he told the story of what the representatives of 
the Bengal Government and of the Ministry had sMd at the Food 
Conference held in Deoembert 194g. Mr. Faslul Huq had attended 
this conference. Sir Aziz quoted him as saying: ^‘We know rice is not 
enough for us. We do require some wheat from outside. We do not 
want to be fixed to a policy. We shall act as we may decide." As 
regards riCe the statement on behalf of Bengal was as follows : "We do 
not require for the next tew months any rice even though we are 
in deficit." Hearing these words one could echo tlie ejaculation uttered 
in the Assembly — "Happy-go-lucky” I 


Mr. Fazlul Huq, however, has challenged the accuracy of this 
presentation of the rioe position in Bengal ; he has charged Sir Asia 
with tearing words from their context and omittiug 
Mr. Peslnl Hnq’e important reservations, and thus misrepresenting the 
position taken up at, this conference by the officials 
from the province, and by him as representing the 
Ministry: he has asked Sir Aziz to get published the full speech 
or speeches made by him* In course of a reply Sir Azts has made 
a fairly long quotation from a speech of Mr. Huq’s, but this does 
not contain the words that would justify the position taken up by 
Bengal at she Food Conference. Mr. Huq, therefore, had to requisition 
the help of a member of the Central AsiemMy to explain his position. Sir 
Abdid Halim Ohuznavi came to bis rescuer and course of a speech 
made during the food debate held in the middle of November, 1948, 
when famine had already carried off a million people of Bengal, be 
quoted the words that put a new complexion on the whole controversy. 

**W€ do not require for the next few months sny riee even though we srs in 
defteit^ provided you do not export nny rice from Bengsl siid provided yon give ns 
■officleDt wheat lor our coneumptlOD. And it is then end then alone that 1 eliall 
be able to pall though for the next few months.” 

These conditional words justify the position taken by Bengal at 
this Food Conference. The suggestion ol Sir Azizul Huq, if it has any 
meaning, seems to be that the Bengal Ministry always 
minimised the crisis in the food situation in Bengal, 
MsmiSLe * Government of India was not kept informed 

of the growing worsening of conditions in the econo- 
mic life of the province. It is difficult to accept at face value ^is 
plea. Bengal forms part of the war front ; the Government lustifled 
their removal of food grains policy on this plea ; they m^t have 
known and understood the consequences of this policy and the dis^ 
cation that it would cause to the life of lakhs of people; their acti- 
vities all over the eastwm provinces . must have for thew sueccM rae 
lupport and acquiescence of the people of these aress. It wo^ do 
discredit to their intelligence if they failed to t^ county of theic 
fectors of the situation. Over and above these, tne angry diMustioim 
in the Bengdi Legislature gave voice to the premomton' 
storm that was to hurst over the provinoes life. In April, IwtM. 
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ihoM WM fall-throaied oond«iiiiiAtion of the ‘‘denial policy*’ and the dire 
eoDMqoanoea (hat flowed from it. The procnxement i^icy through Agendee 
adopM by the Central Ooremment, And die dietiirbanoe it eaueed to 
die eonfldenee of Ihe peofde in the normal flow of trade and oommeroe. 
the hdi^eeaneae of the WnietiT in thie matter— all these' facts were 
TentUalsd. In the September (19411) ieesion of the Bengal Assembly a 
non-offidal resoliition on ‘*Prioe control and snpfdy of food-stnffs and 
other essential commodities" was the occasion for fall discussion of this 
problem. !Qie Chief Minister. Mr. Faslal Huq, gave an "account of the 
various aedvides" of the Boigal Government daring the previous six 
months. In the former Dr. Byama Prosad Mnkhezjee spoke on behalf, 
of the so-called Food Minister, the Nawab of Dacca. In course of their 
speeches botih die Ohief Minister and ihe Finance Minister made state- 
ments that have a bearing on the valne of the stadsdcs of food- 
grains production in the province. We quote both these. 

*Tn this Piovinoe the piobltai (the supply and prise of die neeesssrics of 
Ufs) Is compliostsd by the feet that Bengal la not self-euffieieat as regards any of 

Its food sapplies eaospt rise «..Bfen in the case of Tice we hnve eeen the 

dllBeultlis of seonriag adequate soppliei to the pobHe at controlled prices ; the 
difleuldos of pries ooatiol ars gnialar stIH ashen we have no ooatml over Iho 
sottieo of sappty.*'— Mr. FmmM dTug. 

**As has ossa poiatsd ont in the statanieat made by the fion’ble the CIM 
MlBlalar...-......t!bat horriag ries. in reqpeet of other ssseiriiel comMdUlis, ws boss 

to dsMid on other parta of India. ** 

*Wtth regard to risa Sir. the flupnes whhfh warn enpfiUsd by the AgiisBltiiie 
DopartMBi for tho ysarlhat to abem to eioso go to show that .BeogM would have 
oorploa flee to the sstsat of 3 to 4 laMk tons which cone to loem than a oiorn 
jnanads of rios. 1 toaosL Sir. that it will ha asaeitod that thaae flguM aia net 
dspaadah i a. CNnrionaly, I am not hm safiag that fha ignrss are abscdiilily 
depsndaUo ; but thars era oartaia matheda edoalation which Juwa been parsnea 
ia IhoMSlt year la and year out. and mote or Isaa theeo flgnres have not plowed 
viotonffy inoomet Bwt thie year, although Iho year to not yet out. wo ess faced 
with n problem whtali eertalnly giw an tepcendoa aserywhere that there haa 
been a ehoitage of rioe la Iha Trovinoa. Now. people lay that riee haa wot come 
from Burma ; that to true ; and aleo that there wea m heavy export of rioe fiom 
Bengal daring the imt low monlhn of the year 1942 ; that to atoo truo; but 
lakiBg all tfioao into oaleulndon wo eannot help feeling that unlem aomething 
hne fEOtto wrong eomowhem In e manner whidi to not inaglDablo them moat be 
enrputo rtoo evailahto in the Provinoe.........** Dr. Nyaiue Prosad MMugrjm. 

.. tboao^ quotations we are led to oonolnda that ia September, 
li .i. the Ministry of Mr. Faslul Hoq could be persuaded to announoe 
that there wee sui^iue of rioe in Bengal though the 
the upward trend in its price had sir^y begun : it 

direeUea being sold at Bs. 10 per mnund, at the price that 

was double of the normal. Why the two Ministers 
did BO. we can well imagine. They must not make etatements that 
would add to the panic of the public, even if it requited a little mani- 
pulation of the truth. We have heard it suggested that it was under 
Central direction that the Government of Bengal felt it to be its duty 
to minimise the growing intensity of the food situation in the province. 
The snrplus position of Bengal in the matter of rice was required to 
be statistically proved and maintained. As a result of this policy 
the public has been fed with statistics while the men, women and 
children in wide areas in ^ Btongal, Orissa, Travancore-C^bin, Bqapnr 
and a few other districts In fimbay, in the districts of Cnddapahand 
Sumool in Madras were dying in the midst of this plenty. The two 
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sta&emants of tbe BengU IfinUteiB to wbioh wo haya drawn attaitioii 
have thus to be taken with the proverbial grain of aalJL 

We have seen bow statisties have misled the country. These have 
not been aUe to satisfy hunger. And having passed through jthe tragio 
Stetiattefl experiences of 1948, the man in the street, the man 
^ whose taxes maintain the huge administrative maohi- 

hsDger ik^ryi may feel that less of statistics and a little more 

of sympathy and imagination would have been more 
helpful during these month i. We have seen members of the Governor* 
General’s Executive Council, even those who were charged with the 
duty of finding the food for the people, trying to defend their position with 
the help of these statistics of crores of maunds of food grains being 
moved from surplus to deficit provinces and areas. Failure of surplus 
provinces to contribute to the relief of the deficit have also been 
sought to be statistically proved. Herein the transport arrangement of 
the country have come in for its share of critioism. These charges 
and counter-charges, a study of these, have becomy a torture to the 
mind. For these lead us nowhere. The hungry people starve and die, 
whether or not these be scientifically correct. 


But out of these slinging of statistics one thing has come out prominen- 
tly that the inrovinces and States of India have not co-o|Mrated in fighting the 
^ . famine. Free trade in food grains was announced 

in the third week of May, 1943. The Provinces and 
States that fell within this free trade sons began to 
behave in a strange manner, the ruling authorities 
began to put all sorts of obstacles in the way of the ,f^ movement 
of food grains on which the life of millions in Bengal depended. 
The story of this shame has not found a place in the Press of 
the country ; the puUio has been kept in ignorance of this. It was 
only when peo^e began to die in the streets of Calcutta, and the 
corres^ndents of the world's Press had an oocular demonstration of 
the civilized administration of Britain in India, it was only then 
that the Government of India raised a part of the veil. Sir Aziznl 
Huq was chosen t 6 do this unpleasant work. He traced the source 
of the evil to many months previous to those we have been dis- 
cussing. The third Price Control Conference was held in the third 
week of October, 1941. The representatives who attended it, some 
of them, showed their mind by starting to oppose the proposals 
for the control of agricultural prices, as that would be "only in the 
interests of export." . . , . , . , . 

**SoiDe of the representativee were uot only ageinet the control of prices but 
were i:i favour of a further rise in the prices of rice and opposed to any tnport of 
rice from Burma. Punjab was emphatically sKsinst any control of wheat prices 
sod was uot in favour, in any cireiimstanoes. of any control during harvest/* 

The full story of narrow parochialism revealed itself later and 
showed all its ugly features when free trade was introduced by the Central 
Why the LinlJih- Government in the Eastern Zone — in Behar, in Assam, 
gewOevernmenC in Orissa and the States comprised therein, in May, 

tolerated tbie 1943 . There warn sudden rise in the price of food- 

nos eo'operatlea ? grains in these areas causing distress and suffering to 
the people concerned. The mling auHaorities made their proteste to the 
^Central Govemmeiit ; they went beyond words in bringing home to the 
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latter the unwisdom of ignoring local intereata. Wo haYo already quoted 
from Sir Azizul Huq a speech the nature of the obatruotions that they 
put in the way of the flow of food grains to the deficit areask The 
wonder has been, why did the Government of Lord Linlithgow tolerate 
these pracCices even when it found that these threatened distress and 
death to millions of people ? We are not impressed by the plea that 
** provincial autonomy” could not be touched. For we know that when 
the British Government or its subordinate branch in India which is 
the Government of India as by law established, decided to do a thing, 
the provincial administrations and feudatory States have had to fall into 
line with this '‘general policy*'; the latter have to act according to the 
'‘directives'* issued from Ldndon and carried to them through the "post 
office" at Delhi- Simla. The latest example of such concerted action was 
shown in the campaign against the "Quit India” movement. We know 
there were Ministries that did not like the way in which this campaign 
was directed. Why did the Government of Lord Linlithgow regard the 
food crisis as not deserving of ‘'directives** in such tones that the subor- 
dinate administratic ^s would recognise the master's voice in them, and 
hasten to act up to these ? In all the laboured replies of Mr. Leopold 
Amery to the charge of neglect we could not detect one reason for 
this supinenesB. It would remain one of the enigmas of Anglo-Indian 
history. 


The failure of the Linlithgow Government to tackle the food prob- 
lem of the country is writ large in the famine that during the last 
six months of 1943 carried death to more than 10 lakhs 
of men, women and children in the single province 
A the Oo^rnor of Bengal. We have seen why the Fazlul Huq Ministry 
that held sway in the province till the 29th. of March, 
1948, failed to rise equal to the situation. The then Governor, the 
late Sir John Herbert, was antagonistic to it from the beginning of its 
career, from the second week of December, 1941, within a week of 
the attack by Japan on Anglo-American territories in the Pacific region. 
We have tried to explain above why he felt and behaved like this. 
Mr. Fazlul Huq and his political supporters have charged this Gover- 
nor with consistently working against it. But the later did never care 
to meet it or rebut it ; his superiors, Lord Linlithgow and Mr. Amery, 
appear never to have asked him to publicly explain his conduct, ques- 
tioned publicly as it has been by a Minister of the orown. Eb we 
are left with one side of the „ version. Sir John Herbert has Idt this 
world to settle account with his Maker, but his earthly superiors have 


up till now taken no step to vindicate the character of his adminis- 
tration of Bengal when a great volume of oiunion m the province 
challenges it. On the 28th. of March, 1943, he' surprised Mr. Faslul 
Huq with a demand for resignation without giving him an opportunity 
to consult his colleagues in the Ministry or the MihisteEiid Party 


which the day before had defeated the Opposition by a Imndsome 
majority. Why Mr. Faidal Huq did not refuse to resign and thus 
force the Governor to dismiss him, we have not been told. The 


Governor is said to have asked for this resignatiott in order to make 
it possible for hun to form an all-Parties Ministry. In course of the 
discussion on thA 27th. March, Mr. Fasinl Huq had announced .his 
wiUiogufSs to sacrifice his position for such a devdopmeii The 
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oiKxafeh-pIece of the Muslim League party in the Bengal Assembly 
on that particular occasion bad made a dead set against the Chief 
Minister by saying that **as long as Mr. Farbd Huq stays there, 

as long as the Hindu parties think that they can use him as a 
puppet, as long as they can bolster him up and support 

him, there is very little chance of compromise and understanding 
between us... We cannot come to an ‘agreement as long as one 

particular person is bdpg propped up by one party should this 

impediment disap- jar on our part there will ho no stone unturned 

to arrive at an agroement Vjefcwoen the Hindus and Muslims.*' The 
spirit of personal vendetta displayed in those words did not make 
any appeal to the vast majority of the members apitcalod to, though 
their confidence in Mr. Huq did not avert th(* result — the end of 
this Ministry, the nearest approach to a non-coniinunal Ministry that it was 
possible to have in Bengal under the dispensation of tho Macdonald 
“Communal Award *. 


The Nazlmaddin 
Ministry A use of 
political patro -age 

of tho good 


The Ministry that was pushed into power nnd<*r the leader- 
ship of Khwaja Sir Na/imuddin was faced with a food situation 
that was iJorilously n^‘ar famine. P'or about a month 
the province was rulod by the Governor under Sec. 
03 ; and these days wore utilized by the aspirants to 
tho Ministry in .sevuriug now recruits with promises 
things of the earih The Governor was more than 
holnful : n'hili) lio had refused ttie request nf Mr, Fazlul Huq to expand 
his Ministry of eight by the addition of two K.tiiodulod class 
members, on tho present occasion he allowwl Sir Nar.irauddm to 
have a Ministry of tliirtoon wit’.i not loss than that i.imcli of 1 arlia- 
montary Scoretaiios. Mi Fazlul Uaq had Iwon content witli a single 
Parliamentar> Sen .tary. There is nott.ing legal y ...rriq.t in this 
arrangement ; but tlio op suing of Hood gal. s of pol.tical 
by Sir .Tohu Ilerhcrt recalls t» memoiy ''>'v 'n 

island history lids ti ick enal.lod ali>olo and 1 lU to work 

parliamontarv institutions. As our l.gislators are trying to 

also 1.0 prepared to imitate those oxiiiiiples, to 


trade, they must 


ad'o’pt the 'trade mark of Jlritisli parliainentarisiri. Tins 
an epis.,-10 soon forgotten ; but the evil may live long with us. 

f»f more inirn- diato iinportaneo, however, was the W’ay in 

now Ministrv would he meeting tho problem of foo re ‘t, „Tnit. 

of Tb.ngiil. "^hoy must have Kno\\n tlm many pii 

falls that their predecessors had 

or boon almost ho^Ussly 

practices of the Writers' U&ilding 
known that in meeting tho needs of 


Their helpless 
imitetion of the 
Central burean- 
eracy 

difficult by 
wiseacres 


failed 

have 


to negotiate 
known that 


tho problem 
tho policies and 
luu^t have 


ttieit people hiXen^proJXw 

^u1X- 7rr.‘ fS ttr'Sw of food to their 

these difliedties the J'/of the'food"'^ ■ When Sir Naeimoddin 

and after distributing baeketfuls 
13 


of patronage encceeded in drawing 
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»wft7 a 9 &Mln BiuBbar of tta rappoitan of Mr. lUliil H«q from 
Ihoir pdlitiMl alkgiftiioe to him* ho nmoi hoTO Irnown thoil Boagol 
WM adleil** in food, and tiiat without the help of the Central 
OoTomment it woidd not he poteiUe lor him to get food gi^s 
from the *‘iurplaa** areaa. But he could not declare, as hie prede- 
ceaior had not been able to do, that deficit poaition ; hie CiTil 
Sup^ee Minieter, Mr, Suhrawardy, and hie Finance Minieter, Mr. 
Tulei 0/ Gkiewami, both of them were found to be echoing the Ooremment 
of India theeie that Bengal wae not ^‘deficit**. When theee bold 
aeeertione proTed falee, the former had the hardihood to eay that 
he knew the true poaition but he uttered the contrary and felt 
'dear in hie conedence in thia matter bccauee he did not want 
Ihe people to get panicky with regard to the food aituatiom And 
when the Miniatry found that it had gone beyond their control, of 
the conthd of Lord Liidithgow'a Gbyemment, it could only imitate 
thau ineffectiyeneaa of the Ddhi-Simla bureaucracy* They got defeated 
at the huida ci hoardera. and profiteera of rice aa the latter had been 
in the matter of wheat. Their confmion of defeat waa guite haadaome : 

**Whan CD 11th. March laat the Bengd GofomaMiit abolished statutory mazi- 
mum prioea for rice and paddy they hoped that this step would mobIliM 
hoarded stoeka, bring them more fredy into the market and so reduce the 
lef el of prioei- 

Thaae hem hare bean belied. At the present time prieea are at a lerel out 
of reach of a large aeotlon of the population ** 

The Oppoaition could not fitil to point ouc thav under the new 
Miniatry tUnga had got worae ; that the atoriea of oormption that 
Why dM the bandied about during the Fazlul Hug regime 

MaaMm lioague were more fdentifal during the Nazimuddin regime. 

•■••ft the This hot oontroyeray led people in the other parts 

MinlalryT India to think that famine in Bengal had bewme 

the aporl of politioa, that Bengalee politicians found more time in 
•fighting amongst themselyea than in fighting the famine. Mr. 
Mahommed Ali Jinnah was constrained to declare that his fdlowers 
accepted the Bengal Ministi^ knowing full well that they could act 
only ae members of the **fire brigade,'* the food situation in Bengal 
having reached the stage of a conflagration. The criticism of his 
party, aa voiced forth by the Beoretary of the Muslim League, a 
memte of the Qentral Aaaembly, at thia state of things was 
directed personally against Lord Idnlithgow, who was Food Member 
if there waa such a thing in hia Gbvemment even at the beginning of 
1948. The gueation has yet to be answered — why did the Muslim 
League politicians accept the Bengal Ministry with such eagemesa, 
why did they go 'into so much trouble and manoeuvring, knowing 
the cpnaeguencas of thia eagemesa for power which did not 
take long to come aa during the latter half of 1948 
bmine conditions revealed themaalvei in their full ghaetlineea ? 
Ibrhapa, conaidaratlona of political strategy moved the Muslim 
League leadership in taking thia fateful step. They forgot the heaon 
of we life of the Muslim Finance Minister who in the year 1769—^ 
*70 had tried to please the masters of the East India Owpany and 
wae made by them into a aoape-goat of their fleemng the country. 
Bo win Khwaja Sir Maibnuddin and his Miniatry find mention in 
BengaPa hieto^ ae the Autonomy Ministry" that failed (o meal the 
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load Muatian of tbo prarlaoo. aal 

toe the ctaoth of mUHoiM of thoir 

Thaic tide to a phtoa in hiatory waa ttat th^ afnad to 
amoka-aonan to tha iaoompatanea at tba lialUb§im 

Wa hata diaoiUBad tona far tha admiabltaliva -»■— n haa 

baan napoaaibia for thia famine. Wa haVa to And tha pciritita aela that 
praeipitatad iU Wa hata htaid of tba "dantal poUap** 
WMhiagial in the oarrying oat of whiah tha *»»— » Gomnw 

‘<4ailal poMay' of Bengal, tha lata ffir John. Baabaati had phyad 

radi an oBthnaiaatia part. Wa haaa been told that 
thia denial poliey* handled only about 40,000 tana of paddy and riaa, aboot 

10 lakh mannda of thaae. To ontar anoming tha amount ia "«*>«>"g 
to tha 80 orora mannda of rioa that ia Bongal'a annual raqniiaiBeot. But 
than ia no donb^that thia atap otaitad a diaturiwaoe hi tha 
aoonomia Mfa' of tha people, aapping their “eonddonea** in tiia tatahHahad 
order of thinga. Wa hare alao been told that tha ma jor 
of thia “denial” of food-graina waa uaed to food tha people of Baafal ; 
laaa than a quarter want out of tha proTinea. Baing ooma aort of a 
military taotics, thia “denial poliey” ia ahrondad ia a aeiuay ; eron 
peopla like Bir Abdul Halim Ohuanari, who had “aomatbi^ to to” 
with thia matter, cannot make it aompidionoibla to the pnblie; owing 
to thia aeereey people have put all oorta d interpretationa on tha 
matter. In the August (1940) aeaaion of the Oantral AaoemUy Sir 
Abdul Halim oould only point out by dark hinta and anggaathma to tha 
derioua waya in which this policy waa carried out. And thoaa speaking 
on behalf of the Goremment could not rentora the im pc aa ai on cnatad by 
these hints and suggestions. They ware leas than frank in tha i 


While on this subject of “denial policy”, one is tempted to teat its 
QMlnlnaae under modem conditions in thaemcibla of axperianoa gainsd 
during the present war, as waD during Ohina’a riz 
BIfeetIvonass at years’ fight against Ja p a n ese imporialiom. Thia poliey 

”4enlal poUey” had an ugliar ring in tha phr a se ’’scorched earth 

policy.” Tba An^-Indian bureaucracy hare triad to 
m..hi it acceptable by this change of name. Historians bare told na tiiat 
Napoleon’s inrasion of Bussia was firnstratod by tba burning of arory* 
thing before hia army— bonaea, buildings, granaries, standing cro ps 
anything that could be of use to the enemy. C h i n a ia also in a 
position to claim that she baa been able to hold up for thaae yaart 
by following this tactics ; Bussiaaa are said to hare drawn upon Ohinasa 
wperien ca during tb«r praaent fight with tba Oaaman hordos ; they 
are reported to hare sent man from tiieir fig^ foaesa for a at^ 
of training in the Chinaae sebooL So mnob haa hem wri^ on tto 
anbjaat that it rcqniraa hard-boiled aaaptialam to quo^ 
tha thoroughnaos of the daatmetfon that tha saor^ eeeA poOpr” 
caOa before tha mind. The firto thing to aoneite *a tha 
hoe not baan able to halt the imtral sweep of the invading 
in Ohina or in Boaoia ; that the dastmation in M M 
aompleta as the pedioy required tm to ronoaa a. la^ il 

retreating British anny was aaid to hawe bomod to war IMK to 
India. That not - prerent Japonsaa 
oountiry. We do not know tha dataila of 
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annias wrooght in their own oonntry ; the same is the case with 
Bnssia. In the adoption of the ‘‘denial pc^ey*’ by the Linlithgow 
Government under military advice, we feel that it was done as routine 
business, success or failure in which did not matter much. For, it 
is difficult to believe that the Delhi-Simla military bureaucracy could 
think that invading Japanese army with their possession of the granary 
of Burma would be much inconvenienced by the “ denial" of food 
grains in Uie eastern provinces of India where flowing rivers and 
creeks would enable shampans to accompany them with food. If 
Japan could invade these areas they would have established control 
over the head of the Bay of Bengal; thcTOSsession of she Andamans 
should have made it easy for them. They failed to exi^oit this 
advantage in 1942 i the first six months of 1948 have also passed 
without the Japanese being able to come over. It is not possible 
for us to pass judgment on the success or failure of the so-oaUed 
“denial policy" that has caused so much sufferiqgt upsetting the whole 
economic life of the coastal areas on the Bay of Bengal, spreading 
from Bengal to Oeylon. In the abynoe of fuller knowledge which 
would be forth-coming after the war'^hen the various phases of war 
tactics ^ould be scientifically studied, we need not be dogmatic. The 
following from the R*'view of World Affairs of November, 1942, 
shbuld help us to stay judgment. The article dealt with the “denial 
policy'* followed by the Soviet in its attempt to halt the German invasion. 

‘^Between the 22nd June and October 20th (1042) — 120 days— the enemy 
sdvsnced along three main routes which, when measured as the crow flies, was In 
the north a distance of approximately 400 miles, in the central sector 6(X) miles, 
in the south nearly 700 miles. This was a gigantic operation, and we would be 
foolish to under-estimate it.. . ^ ^ ^ 

•«Bnt the achievement is very dangerously under-estimated. People have not 
realised that the industries and resources lost by the Russians have brnn in a large 
measure gained by the enemy. As reported last month the earth is not as scorched 
as some think. Damage there has been, but if we take the most important— namely, 
the Dneippiovostov Dam— we must report that It is not beyond repair. At tbla 
very moment 1,60,000 Russians are working at the job. Ihroughout the conquered 
territory the Germans have set to work with demoniacal energy to organise and 
restore. The system ruthless, the meUiod brutal, but the job is bmng done, 
and the enemy is making the utmost use of his gains.” 

The amount of food grains involved in these “denial policy" 
operations, as told us in Government statements, may not be large. 

el food- these released certain abnormal forces over the 

^grains hy country-side that disrupted the economic structure of 
QevsrnmaatA Qxa habitual, pl^mid life. In addition to meeting the 
needs of the “denial policy," the Government 

had to have food grains for the use of its fighting forces, for 

the viftster number of workers in the war industries, for the few 
lakhs of its officers of all grides ; the railway administrations entered 
the market {or providing fo^ for its people ; the industrialists followed 
this example. All these combined to initiate the policy of purchase 

that has come to he Imown as “prooununent." This vast operation 

of purchase became connected with the “denial ^policy” in he month 
of April— May, 1942. Previous to this period, “procorement" had been 
a normal prooesp for the fighting forces only. The exigencies of war 
made it into a flood whew competing punduMs descended on the 
mamet and upset its balance. This was bow the “denial policy" 
lysd the “procurement" noliev gut entangled with wadi other. 
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For carrjdng out the policy of removing ' eurptas food etoffe from the 
ooastel dietriots" of Bengal, the Qovemment apj^nM certain agenta whooe 
duty it was to remove these ^*to safer and deficit areas 
Hew OevernmeBt as far as possible^'* Muslim Ijeague politicians have 
aceots werked told us that the Government went down on its knees 
to Clive Street, to help them carry out this project. 
But Clive Street, the “Big Business" of Calcutta dominated 
by Scotchmen, would not respond. ^ So Sir John Herbert without 
consulting his Ministers placed jbhis work in the hands of Ispahan! A Co. But 
the Ministry did not like a political rival handling such a big contract. With 
a view to placate them the Governor seems to have permitted the appointment 
of certain other agents suggested by the Ministers. This was how 
Mirza All Akbar, Ispabani Co.’s nominee, had to agree to the dis- 
tribution of the work among four other agents — H. Datta, A. Bhatta- 
charya, B. K. Poddar and Ahmed Khan. The first mam^ purchased 
about 3 lakhs maunds of rice and paddy ; the second about i lakhs 
maunds, the third about 90 thousand maunds ; the fourth about a lakh 
maunds ; and the fifth about one lakh ten thousand maunds. The 
limit of the price fixed by the Government within which these agents 
were to make their purchases was about Bs. 6 per raaund. There 
were other agents — bigger agents — lialli Bros., Steel Bros., Loui) 
Dephres, the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation, to name only 
a lew — who did the same job for the Government in this 
and in other provinces of India It is a moot question whether or 
not the purchasing agents of the Government kept inside the limit 
of the price ceiling fixed by the Government. Their method of business 
has been looked upon with increasing suspicion by the generi 1 public. 

Sir Abdul Halim Gbuznavi who has his affiliations with the Govern- 
ment and is a businessman who has his finger in many a pie in 
the line has by his indiscreet ^eeches in the Central 
The wee of wheat Assembly exposed the activities of the Government 
A riee purchaao agents. Speaking in February, 1943, when wheat 
prices appear to have been giving trouble, he said: 

*'Here there was s celling price and wheat in tlie market could not be sold 
at more than rhat price. GoTcriiment themselvea began to buy freely, through 
their agrnte, in Bombay and Karachi, at higher prices than the cootrollad raiea— 
thua themselves violating the price which they had fixed for others., - this wm 

the cause of the failure of the fixation of ceiling price for wheal. The result 

was that all wheat in the market went underground This beuefltted neither the 

farmer nor the man in the street." 


The same thing happened to rice in Bengal. Let us deaerihe the 
working of this process in Sir Abdul Halim’s words : 

•The Hon’ble Bomeraet Butler who has the experience of the working of the 
rrik control scheme in Burma wae the officer who wae entrusts with the work 
of earrying on the denial policy and who bad ioatriicted the buying Menu to 
buy at Bs. fi-8 per mauod in the muffisail while the ScereUry to the C^mmsres 
Dept, of the Government, bed fixed the maximum of «|oo ft Cal^tu at 

Ka. 6-8 .The Government of Indie'e agenu were buying rice in the 

Be. 6-8 plue 10 per cent et disoretion. How then could ihe 

tion at 6-8*^ Calcutta T So tiuy atopiMd ImiwrtiDg rice to GaleutU and that 

reenlted in the artificial cbortage of rice In Calcatta. 

At the August session of the Assembly he returned to the ehaigo: 



Plwiiapi, the United JDiiRdbm OonaMTeinl Gorpontioa can be aeid to be tbe diet 
to enete • bleek mnrfcei in tbie eomitcf«" 

Somo mom ligU wm eoughl to bo tbrown on tbie mnttor 
ol the dibeoMiQii in tbe Bmgol Legiiloioiie in tbe middle of 

nmm memben repre ee nt lDg oonotitiieDeiee of tbe 

•Mto eMreMet ooDntnfolde beoogbt tbe ebeige tbet tbe prioee died by 
^Se MiM< tbe*GoTenimeiit weie moce oi^ then not beetendown 
by tbe egjHite» dieeeed in tbe entbority of tbe rnling 
Mtboiitiee. Tfa# polioe end even A. B. P. volnnteere wece Been eot- 
ing ee gnidee to tbeee imrebeneve ; ttieir pieeenoe in tbe viUege merkpte 
in tbe oompeny of tbe agebte* peofde oieeted en impreeiion ^et bel^ 
to depreee tbe merket* to keep other puebeeem off, to ereete oondi- 
fione tbet fevoiived wbet io knoffn ee **eoznering/' It ie in en 
etmoepbere of i weetU e m e nt c B e et ed> by tmr of lepeneee inveeion» 
Bieeted by Oovemmentel meeentee edopM to foil tbie invesion, tbet 
tbe egente of tbe Government, parebeiing iood-greine on behelf of tbe 
Oovenmenfi fomid: en* oppeitai^ to buy oheep end sdl high. Tbie 
wee tbe beginning of th# miiebieL Other mieduefe foUowed netorelly. 
Big 'bniineeemen doing wer work, oontroUiDg tboneende of men doing 
jobe eBeentfel far wer, entered tlm rice merket, end helped the oon- 
feeten eterted by tiie Govenmeni egente. They boerded food-greine 
for tbeir workere, in meny oeeee in eieeee of their reaniremente. 
Pnndieeee by the Oavemment, eleo in exoeee of tbeir requirements, 
pnebed tbe oonfnekm e little ferther. 


Tbeee eoonmnletioBe deprived veet ereee of tbe country of their 


noimet etoek of 

Peed-gfeiee rett> 
leg le^Gevera- 


Cood«gieine. Tbeee eocnmnletione, these hoerdiogs, 
ehoold beer e pert of tbe responeil^ity for t'se famine 
ooiiditi<ma provitot in the oonntry. We . have been 
told tbet hoerdinge for the ^bting foroee ere re- 
newed every eiz months, tbe old atocto being tbrown 


bn the merket every eiz montbe. We do not know in whet condition 
tbeee stocks ere when these ere thonght to be nnfit for the consump- 


tion of the fighting forces. Prom onr ezperience of Gbvemment anp- 
pliee to the dvil popnletion during 1949. from - whet we have seen of 
Government stocks of food-grains in railway stations end sidings, in the 


ffjodoums spread over Bengal, both in the urban end rural areas, we 
cannot say that the hoardings under Government are quite fit for human 
consunq^tipn. We know that even when these had begun rotting, the 
red-tapism inseparable frotn Government offices did not allow these to 
be leleesed in time. This beppwMd when men, women and children were 
not able to seture fbod lor themaelves. District authorities, their supply 
ofl^rs, were found hdpleeo in ordsAig the movement of these food-grains at 
the time when under thefar jurisdiction people were starving, dying in 
hundreds and thousands. Statistics may be produced by Government 
to prove tbat ^tbsir amogements were of the best or could 
not be improv^ upon. But these ckums have been tested in tbe orasible 
of sufferinp ol The dread ezperience of famine that Bengal 

has passed tbiongb baa tested these arrangements, and written its verdict 
in the pegBS of history. 
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Wliib: nxitiog in lOBh datail ot ttw vmewmiI' tni jw ifim l fotMt 
thiUi vna^tetad ■oudty uff funina m ttw oouatry w ham baaa 
oonidoQB ol ttw fMt ttwt wa an in ttw grip o( fbcaaa 
Ant nn noa-monl or a-aowL BaaponailHlitv far ttda 
ladtaa bMh bmA-down in daemA bnawn lalattona may or may not 
ba btongb* boma to iafiridnala ot gnnp of iadiridoala 
Tha damaod for ttw impeaebmaal. at Lord lioiitbgow and Mb adriBan 
f<» thia dabada. may hava only a biatoriaal intanat non;. Bat what na 
an man oanoornad with id not ttw paat bnt ttw hitnn. Wa an oon- 
vinaod thM wbat baa happnwd eoaU not han Mippanodif own of ladiao 
birth had not Baaoambad to ttw impohaa of gB6H»ot fatttiig**riah qniek" 
dtinn tharoto by tha oppoEtanitiaB opanod by tte war. Many a "BbaBa" 
flrighb boild. op ita fortonoB by ncpioitiag ttw hBlplMBnBBB af *M** noigh' 
bonnr. Unt tha harm dona tO' tha moi^ I& ot tha by ttw 

ontbatBt of tha groed w91 lira araoogBt oB and eondoet for 

ganontiona to oamoi It ia to ttWwoAingo ol tlA 
in the body ol soeioty in the praaant and in tha immadiato fotua that 
wa look with oppmhaoaion; Km and woman who oaoid —MMih to 
tbia tsaaptatton will not ha rory eonganial pnyta to fin and oenfrataa 
with; daoont peopla to eo mn wwa with in thb^ ol body and miod. 
Wa ban rary often lalt that tha lata Sant Ohandra (Aattarjae; tba 
Bangalaa noTofift, waa tight whan ba had oaid that in a anbjaal oonntty 
tba pofittoal gjintiolB and oontioTaraiaa that maha oo mnob ot hiatory 
and wfaieh appoar to ba munly £metad aprinot tha rob of Aa afian 
anthority am really between aaetionB of opinion and intanota in tha 
heart of tha aabjoet popolation. Then qaamla and oontrorarrioe an 
really oanaed by ttw dirargaat riawa antaetained by nriou alanwnta 
of tha aabjeet popolaticn with regard to ttw alanwnta of food and aril 
implicit in alien rnlo. When they am agmad ttwt tba boat of alien 
role ia aril, tha qoarrda and eontronraiaa eeaaa or an not mnab baud 
of, and tha daya of alien role an nombeted. In tha light of thia 
renuurk of oar great noreliat, tha qoarrela and eontroniaiw that ban 
bean raging roond ttw famina in Bidia, it ia np to ttw Indian pnbliciat 
to trace the canaea to tha impnlau of graod that broke loon an wng 
the men of Indian birth and craated aneh a haroo amonfrt no. Tha 
anthority agamat which tha nnbribod intallect of the eonntry 
baa bean fighting all than deoadn ia aitanal to onr life baeann it 
baa nerer cared to abed ita external baMte. Tbday nhanwadaim 
that wa ham nndecotood tha wnmga dona by thia axtarnol anthority, 
it wonid be mom wiaa, mom bononraUa, to direct onr attention to 
tha Monroaa of aril amongot na than in tba oxtenwl anthority whieh 
to hold away over onr Ufa. In tbia oeareb wa am eonfiwntad 
with tha fact that men of Indian birA eo^opamled iritb tbaoparat'on 
of tba Oovommant which knoarintfy or nnknowingly have bron^t tha 
to tba eonntry, can a i ng tha death of milliona. 


Thia hwt ahonld be burnt into ou eonadonoe, into tba , — .. 

of onr aodety in Aa heart of which then Indian profitaom will lim 
and work. In tha food-graina trade ttwn axpMtaw 
ham aonght to oovu the M of A^«^ 
by directing ttw attontion of ttw pn^ to the poU^ 
^ of the OoTwnent. It may ba dWenlt far the 
giawral pabUe to apot ont tha aettrilin ol tha 
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profiteer bid as these' are behind or under the actirities of the 
Oommerce, Supply and Transport Departments of the Government 
in India. But the section of them yrhich are connected with the 
manufacture and trade of cloth cannot hide their shame behind the 
incompetence of the bureaucracy and its erratic policy. They have 
driven their people to go in rags or go naked by pusbing the price of 
cloth four «time8 that prevailing before the war. They have shown by 
their conduct that to keep them straight, to compel them to follow 
honest trade, fTapanese and British and other foreign cloth interests 
should be allowed to compete with Indian mill-made tey^iles. The 
absence of these con^etitors, owing to the war, has enabled the 
Indian manufacturer and trader in cloth to grind the face of their 
Indian neighbours, men and women and children. We have been told 
that owing to Government . monopoly of the products of the Indian 
cotton mills, the people have had to go in rags or go naked. Here also 
statistics are thrown at us to confuse the issue, to mislead the people. 
But we find cloth -mill owners or their managing agents making a 
present of a pair of san'e or dhoofi within the price level of Rs. 3 
a pair, as certain Bengalee cloth mills are known to have done on 
the occasion of the Durga Puja of 1943 in favour of their share-holders. 
These pairs of cloth could not have been made a gift of at less than 
cost price. It has not yet been expltdned how this^trick could be 
done. A member of the managing agency of a particular mill was 
asked by a sharo-holder, who had been benetitted by the gift of cloth, 
how this could be done ; he was put off with the remark that there 
are many intricacies in the matter which it would require a lone; time to 
explain. 

It has been proved that the much-advertised "standard cloth" could not 
reach the users owing to delay caused by the haggling of the mill interests 
for their pound of flesh. In the month of Juno, 1943, 
**8taDdard cloth'* the Government announced their measures for the 
■caudal "control on the prices of cotton cloth and yarn." If we 

are to put trust in reports from Bombay there 
appears to have been a tug of war between the Secretary of the 
Government of India in the Industry and Supply Departments and 
the representatives of the mill-owners. The latter are said to have 
opposed the scheme by a frontal attack on Government failure to 
distribute the 50 million yards of "standard cloth" that were to have 
been in use by the second week of April 1943, on their allowing 
the export of 1,000 million yards of textiles instead of the pre-war 
100 million yards. The oonsti^tion of the Control Board on which 
the sucoesg of the dosb-control scheme depended showed that they bad been 
able to impose their terms on the Government. Out of the 26 seats 
in the ^Board npt leas than 15 were given to the mill-owners of Bombay, 
Ahmedahad, North and South India ; 2 seats went to the cotton trading 
interests hdd by the very interests that dominated the textile industry ; 
5 seats were given to traders and distributors affiliaM to the same 
interests; Labour got only 1 representative. Thus the various interests 
got 96 per oent representa^n in the Control Board ; the 39 croree of 
oonsumers got almogt none. The cloth famine of 1942 — ^*48 proved that 
the Governmt*nt which was supiwsed to represent the people was as oareloBS 
and incapable of protecting their interests as it has shown itself to be in 
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ihi nmfeier of food. A lot of play was made with the fact that duriog the 
last six months of 1943 the price of cloth had come down 40 per cent, 
that isi while in the beginning of the year it had been Rs. 10 to 19 a 
pair, during the latter half it was Bs. 7 and 8. We do not think that this 
was any relief to the consumers when we remember that this pair of 
doth oonld be got for less than Rs 3. Th% trick of the new order of things 
was that after having pushed the price ut doth to four times the pre* 
war prioe and' extorting it " m tham, the consumers were asked to be 
thankful to the cloth inanuiacturers and cloth dealers for bringing it 
down I As in lood so in doth, “cornering" was allowed to 
flourish under the very nose of the Government In Delhi, it has been 
reported, there was in qndotviia doth worth five crores of rupees ; in 
Amxitsar were huge stocks to last for a year. The Government falM to 
control this profiteering It has been suggested that the lure of Excess 
Profits Tax stayed the hands of the authorities. And Mr. Jamnadas 
Mehta was not far wrong in his remark that the Bama has beaten 
the Briton in this game. 


It has often been discussed among the people that the hoarders 
and profiteers could not have evaded the law if there had been no 
connivance of their anti-social practices both by the 
Hitkiiniiii lelp^ Government and the public. It is quite possible that 

profileerlBg ^ ft certain section of the public which was making 

money were able to throw a Bmoko^sokeen around 
their goings-on, helped thereiio by corruption in the high plaoeft of social 
and administrative life Otherwise it is difilcult to explain the failure 
of the Government to suppress activities that defied their so-called 
Defence of India Rules. This failure showed that there were elements 
in Indian society which, if they felt inclined or found it profitable, 
eould hold the forces of law at bay, could defeat Government in one 
of the major fields of its many duties. Why these elements did not 
choose to fight the Gover ament in the political field, and wrest 
power from it ? The student of affairs in India has to find a clue 
to this question. Again, why should the vast majority of the people, 
more tha n 90 per cent of them, consent to be exploit^ by their 

neighbours, as it was done in 1943 ? The Food Minister in the 

Naztmnddin Ministry in Bengal when be returned dis^mfitted from 
his “food drive", from hunting out the boards of food in the •homes 
of the people, is said to have declared that the hoarders evaded him 
and his hunters by removing their hoards to jungles and other out* 
-of-tha-wsy places. This removal eould not have been done without 
the help of conveyances, of porters. The hoards could not have 
been xomoved without the people in the neighbourhood knowing some- 
thing about it Why did not these people whom the r^val of 
food from their midst hit so hard, why did not these people raise up the 
hn s cry, and set the forces of law on the track of thesa 

vailsbiim food grains ? The failure of the people to pot a stop to 
thoee aotivHieB that threatened the life of them all, of their ne^ and 
dear onee— how are we to explain it? The 

deeerved enquiry by those who aepired to ^ puMIe life, to 
organise SSr people for the assertion of thidr rights as human 
faeS^as oitiseSof a modem ^tate. Unlem they ean jUfk at the 
mSTk this bsl^essness, of this lethargy on the part of tho major- 
U 
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will fail in their attempt to wrest political power from 
the present holders thereof. The better life cannot be buUt on snch 
littknecs of mind, on iistlessness that would not put up a fight for 
the bare necessaries of life. 


About forty years back Lord Gurzon, the then GovwMr-Oensiral 
of India, during one of his most expansiye moods of impmalistio drum- 

beating, addressing the « planters in the Sumoa 

^^siSisItettM * Valley of Assam, had declared that administration 

teSr^nkeS <^^<1 exploitation were parts of the same duty in 

the government of India. This administration wm 
carried on with the help of our people; this exploitation^ both in 
its good sense and bad is being carried on with the oo*oper^tion of onr 
peoi^e. It has been a silent process, sucking the blood of *the 
▼icito imknowingly to hiip. Now and then our people grow consoionB 
of it, raise a howl, and make a row. 1948 was such an occasion. 
The Oovemment in India and its Indian co-partners were caught in 
iihrir gssne. The ^ame was that concerned with financing the war 
neriTities. The ^defenoe espenditnre** boa more than quadrupled under 
Hs wasAms disguises. Lord liialithgoW’s Finance Member had to find 
money for 4his ; willingiy or unwilii^iy the peopb of India haye had 
<to 4ind it for him. Cie <■ his (devices has been the levying of an 
ea see s prate tax. The mill-owners of Ahmedabad are said to have 
pnt Ba 10 oroees* end the doth deslers Bs. 3 nroies on this 
e ee n a n t alone. Theee amoants they have taken out of the oonsnmers, 
ead paid them into Sir Jesemy Bdaman's hands. In this trsnsaotaon 
they have adted ae cottedh ow i on hehslf of the ^ GbvnrnnioDt.' If 

iliiBe men of Indian Inr^ had not indulged In the orgy of 
profiteering, the amount of exoesB profits lax would on paper 

have made a smailsir show. But they ehose to find it 

more^ profitable to ylay Sir ieioiaiy’s game, and thus halpad in 
grinding the faoe of thdr own peo^ In this oonneotion a great 
word-play is being enacted by te use of the words— inflation and 
dsflatei. Very few of ns can ha «xpectf)d to understand the 

signifieanoe of these words ; though wa may be made to fed hi 
onr bones their depredations. The e^tor of the London Eoommir^ 
haa tried to make the enbjeot comprehensible to our understanding 
by saying that **inflation'* ia the ‘’nama givnn to the mteid of 
r^uoing the oonsumption of the public by increasing the prices of 

things they buy if the Government’s expenditure ineraaeee 

without the public's expenditure being reduced, pound for pound, 
then, whatever the outward appearance of the financial devices 
adopted, they are in fact, inflationary." Judged by this test, the hand 
of the Government in pushing the prices of commodities of every-day 
use is unmistakable. And our Indian manufacturers and traders have 
added strength to this hand. So will history judge. 


We have been led to devote so much space to a dieoussion of 
the break-down of social life in our country not because we expeot- 
Oanehiir ^ better things from the imperialism that holds 

because we expected better things 
agsliisl%sss of our manufacturers and traders, many of whom 
have for the last quarter of a century hi^ opportuni- 
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ty to imbibe the lessons of the life of Mshstms Gendhi with his 
messege of nou-ezploitation. We know that our leader has no illu- 
sions with regard to the spirit that moves the oidinary man in his 
money-making activities. He has given us a glimpse of his mind in 
the Ftnd Bwarqj wherein he drew pointed attention to the way in 
which the mill-owners of western Lidia had exidoited the Swadeshi 
movement initiated by Bengal in the opening years of * the present 
century. This is an old hi8tor]|^ today. But we grieve that masiy of 
us who have had that bitter experience have lived to see and suffer 
from the outburst of the same selfish, sliameless greed. And in sneh 
moments we are driven to cynicism as we watch the deterioration that 
set in the public morality of our country. It is of these weaknesses 
of this nature that Qaudhiji has been trying all «the8e j’ears to rid 
our national life ; it is really agamst narrowness cl vision found in 
our makcHop that he has -been staking his life cm. so many **fflaslftni 
trying to recall us to our glory as human beings and Indians. Hie 
lateet fast of 31 days may acppoatr to be dtredted against the 
stog^ess of Lord Linlithgow, against the nepersione that British 
bureaucraey has thrown on bis life's niisston. Bat really it was 
sgainst onr internal weaknesses that enablud Lord LinUthgew to aet 
as he did. 


in 

Hie 
db He 


the AU-India 


We do not propose Imre to go Mer the reasons addiiesd 
the TottenhasQL pamphlet pubhsh^ by the Govomasent of 

India on the iSto Eebinary. Bri^ab psopagsnda 
has seen to it that the dlsturhanoee that bad 

followed tlw arrest of the Congress Isadsfi 
after the passing of the '’Quit India’* reeolnNon by 
Congress Committee should bs interpeebed to ths 
** United Nations puldie as a dcKlorate Interfmnos with the 
organisation of offensive operations against Japan wish India as its 
main base and source of supply. Tl»e violence that had ebaraetwriaed 
this ebullition of public feeling was represented as desired by 
Mahatma Gandhi, as a smuke-sozieen for his poss of moral warfarsi 
robbed of all bitterness, pointing out to a new technique of fighting 
injustioe regaining eelf-respect, individnal and oationaL For about 

four months this mud-slinging continued to mislead ^ the world, tc 
discredit the principle to the service of which Gandhi ji has^ devoted 
half a oentnry of active life. And at the ^ Aga ^ Khu s palaoe 
Gsndhiji had writhed at this mis-representation, till his patieiioe 
appeared to have snapped. He wrote to Lord linUthgow a personal 
letter protesting against this official propaganda, asking to ^ oonvino- 
ed by proofs of the complicity of the Congress with tM violenoe 
that the arrest of Congress leaders had precipiU^ ; he astur^ 
Lord Linlithgow that he would make ample amends if the offi^ 
charge-sheet could be brought home to him.^ expostulation did 

not move the “ stem symbol of British policy ’ -—to 
praise went for being the first Viceroy to witlujtand ^prassnm of 
a Gandhi fast to quote a U.S. weekly, the 
India might palpitate with anxiety at the nws that 
iourth year Gandhiji was preparing himself for a fas^ of 
with a view to deanse himsdf and the stin^pMse 
tion that hovered over bis native land. But ttie 


whom **BriH$h 
tbi 

of New York, 
at his seventy- 
31 days 
ol the frostia- 
eouniriee 
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of Europe and America amooget the " United Natiens could have 
no appreciation of the Oandhian method of political warfare. The 
paper we have already quoted put their point of view when it 
said : 

^The blattt*truth vae that the weeterii world had alwaya been leae interested in the 
fate of India than in the turn of war hetwet^n the Hritiah Ka} and such articulate 
Indiana aa Mohandas Gandhi. Now. once the ezeitement of the fast was over, the 
West was not greatly concerned about the life or dcaili of a shrivelled little man in 
a loin elotli.” 

These words may sound very cruel in our oars But the people 
of India would be gaining an understanding of " real politics " which 
influence ixiliticians most if these words are accepted 
aad mJasloo advice. The Archbishop of Canterbury 

la Ufa might deplore that the political deadlock should have 

persisted ^ betokening a '* spiritual alienation *’ not 

Dnly between India and Britain but between India and the world 

for which the U.S. weekly speaks. Writings in connection with this 
matter, appearing in Britain and the United States, have followed the 
line thrown by the spokesman of the Government in India when it 
characterized Gandhiji's fast as political blackmail ’* ; as intending 
to restore failing leadership to use t)ie words of the New York 
Herald^Tribune. Another U.S. weekly, th:» Nation, metJit kindly when 
it wrote : ** Mr. Gandhi's Zl*day fast appears to be |K)lltically a 
confession of weakness and personally a token of strength. We 

are prepared to leave it at that, knowing full well that the strength 
of inspiration in the leadership spreads amongst the commonalty of 

the land, that the spark of divinity impregnates the common clay in 
and through a gifted man who feels the most the injustices and 

brutalities of existence and by his reaction to these hliortens the 
lease of their life. Since Gandhiii came into the leadei ship of his 
people he Has not only parifiod himsuK throi^ii successive 

^Verjoifiotion " of the flesh but has helped to purify increasing 
numbers of men and women both inside and outside of India, 
strengthening their faith in the ultimate goodness of human nature 
which is growing increasingly more conscious of the futility of the 
ways of p^tioiana in settling international difFurcucos It is in this 
larger hope that Gandhiji has boon living ; it has been sustaining 
him through the many ** experiments with truth ” that he has 

undertalsn. Dr. Bidhan Chandra Boy, Vice-Chanoellor of the Calcutta 
Univenityi has described for ua bow he felt as he was privil^ed 
to watcAi by the bed-side of Gandhiji as a medical attendant. '* It 
was tike watchix^ a yogtia; watching a devotee^ at his prayers", 
sharing in the" penance of a great soul, his “tapasya ". Horace 
Alaxander» chief of the Friends' Ambulance Unit ( India ), who has 
established kinship with our country's aspirations through his love of 
rile idea! that Oandfaiji has made bis own, indicated the way in 
w^oh a Christian should react to the spiritual ordeal that ho had 
witnessed. 

me, 1 think above ell, it is a cmII to Te-dedi(*ation. In part, to me, it 
is a solemn set of iielf-pttri6<mtfoii and rv-dcJicaiion for Uie sine and Bufferings 
cd India and of the world. 1 think that ia surely a i>art of his message that 
he lent to ne, by calling us to fresh dedication of our lives in the service of 
tttflbring humanity.” 
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Wei?tero <soiQmentatora, the majority of them, appear to hate no 
better appreoiation of Gandhiji's method than that of "hia «thiewd 
Benae of poUtica and hia ability to regain preatige 
Coagiew A Asia ou fruit juice, water and an uoQUHDchablti spirit*** 
Powers To Lord^ Liulithgow and hia hrond of British politi* 

Clans this particular Indian is “a traitor a^ worst, 
a troubleaome mystic at beat* ; and their handling of the eituatious 
created by him outing the hxti three deenJek: fij^t in &uth Africa 
and thmi in India has been moved by this opinion of Gandhiji's personality. 
The rabid amongst British propagandists have blared a^ut Gandbtji'a 
afBiiation with the enemies of the present leadership of the **nnit^ 
Nations"; they have publicized their belief that the Indian National Oongrese 
guided by him> was prepared to make on behalf of India its pesos 
with Japan.. They were, however, not sure of this briof. Lord 
Linlithgow's Home Member in courtie of his speech during the 
autumn session ( 1943) of the Central Assembly tried to say some- 
thing about the synchronization of the “Quit India" movement with 
the expected Japanese invasion — “at a time when there was little 
fear of the development of an enemy attack" ; this plea was not 
sustainable as no Japanese attack could be developed at the height 
of the monsoon, in August, when the Government itsilf bad precipitated 
the disturbances, by arresting the Cuugress lusiltrs. During the 
winter session of the Central Legislature on the occasion of the 
adjournment motion moved by Sri Lakshmi Kantra Moitra, secretary 
of the Nationalist Party in the Central Assembly, rising out of 
Gandhiji's fast, the Home Member returned to the same plea-— that 
the Coneress had hoped that their movement would coincide in 
time with the apprehended Japanese invasion. The Government 

refused to budge from tboir position that no parley could be held 
with '^rebels*', even with those who non-violontly worked towsrds 
disruption of the war activities being organized in India. The 
controversy with regard to . this matter has a historic iutcrust today. 
The difference *of opinion luetween the people of India and represen- 
tatives of the British Government in this as in other factors in the 

Indo-British relationship will remain unbridged as iong as Ihoy cannot 
agree with it^gard to the fundamentals India's demand for freedoui, 
for 8wm*vo which is another name for national self-ri sptiot. The 
“spiritual alienation" between the two peoples could not be better 

illustrated than the “logical" way in which ^rd Linlithgow was 

allowed to handle the question raised by Gandhi j's fast. 


It is a misfortune that this should have been so. The btttvmtss 
between India and Britain has had wider ramifications both for th# 
present and for the future. Politicians in Britain, 
might be found to heave a sigh of relief that the 
iSiSr ** “rebellion' ; in India has been b. ato down intA 
sullen silence. But this sulKn attitude has been extent 
ding to other members of the “United Nations” ; tho> feel that 
ns pawns in Britain's imperialistic game; r^^speot for *and sympat^v 
with the cause they n present have* lost > 

all the hi g h. fftptid^ "g dedarations about the four uEesooniff llsjp!> 
losing their appeal And the people of India appear to % ; 
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fMfgolDg themselyes to a listlass aeoeptanoe of things as thsy am. 
Senflitive minds in India regard this symptom as very unhealthy 
both for their own people and for the society of nations which 
cannot function peacefully with a resentful people of 400 mi^ons, 
nursing a grievance, ever open to appeals for the xectificatioBS of 
wrongs jnade by other frustrated peoples. Indians have survived 
British ‘‘dragooning** for decades past, and they hope to be idile to 
survive a longer regime of it. She holds a key position in Asia, 
and with her unreconciled there cannot be a ordered peace in this 
continent at least, not to speak of any ^ world-wide * new order*'. 
We do not think that the leaders of the “United Nations'* do not 
realise the full implicationa of the “deadlock" in India. But they 
appear to be as helpless, in the hands of fate as the peo]^ of this 
country are thought to be. 

We know that the majority of the leaden of the “United Narions" 
have recognised the validity of the British plea that as the various 

niff “elements* in India’s myriad-minded .people oanmtl 

” themselves come to an agreed formula as to 

stawMleg Meek ^^7 want, as to the contetfts of the 

freedom that they demand, Britain has been 
left no choice but to hold on to t6e eodsting arsaugeiiients, 
specially at a time when these arrangements are essen- 

tial for the conduct of military operations against the AsiaBe member 
of the Axis Nations. British politicians have been saying ftat 

their anxiety to throw the reins of political power over India has 
created fear among those elements of the Indian pojpidation who 
apprehend that the ruling classes who will be inheriting this 
power will do them less justice than they have been receiving at 
British hand. This fear Britain, true to her trust, cannot ignore or 
brush aside. This unwillingness of Britain csnonly be remo^ if the 
various schools of political thought, the rq^resentatives of India's various 
material interests, can work out a joint claim that Britain, true to 
her many declarations, will have to admit. The varieties of demands 
'made by the different elements of the Indian population are hard to 
reconcile. The ruling authorities have tried to do so, but have hiled. 
Whether this confession of failure is a pretence or notwill remain a 
matter of controversy. There is hardly a responsible public man in 
India who does not feel and has not given public expression to the 
feeling that this confession of failure has been a pose and a pretence. 
The history of British rule in this country is littered with derisions 
that the/ external authority has imposed upon the country against the 
inclinations and interests of its inhabitants. The present war, the 
way in which India was unceremoniously pushed into it, is the 
latest case - ih point. The British Qovernment knows it, or to be 
honest, ought to know it. No wide-awake politioal penrty has liked 
this entanglement, not evoi the Muslim League which is being used 
by British imperialists as their trump card against the Indian demand 
for Swaraj. !^is organisation and the party it represents have not, 
as an organisation and as a party, consented to co-operate with the war 
activities as these are being conducted by the Delhi-Simla bureaucracy. 
The Iiriian Narional Oongiess had demanded that the British should “quit 
India*' with goodwill and honourably. The Muslim League borrowed 
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tbn cry with a little yariation. It§ Preeident eould not think of a 
better tlogan than— Divide and Quif, thue stealing a thunder 
from the Congress. We do not know if Lord liinlithgow found 
any consolation in this new demand. He has not been able to 
respond to it, as he could not to the Congress demand. 

Why the Government whose agent he is in India lias not given 
practical shape to this demand of the disruptionists of the tfufllim 
e H Iat LoW« *8 oot dilbcult to understand. It knows that 
^ demands of an identical nature made 
India -behalf of sentiments, ambitions and conceits for 

separate enclaves that would reduce the country that is 
known to the world as Hindusthan to a sig-saw pussle. The *'non* 
accession '* clause in the Cripps proposals had conceded the spirit of this 
demand, and thus stirred into consciousness many a sleeping ambition or. 
conceit. We are, therefore, presented with the spectacle of Dr* 

Ambedkar's group of the “ scheduled castea*’ wanting a s^ pnrain “ sihan' 
for themselves ; of the section of the Justice Party in Madras represented 
by Mr Bamaswami Naicker wanting their “ Dravidasthan of a section 
amongst the Sikhs wanting a separate “ Khalsa ** territor)\ These are 
the damaut voices that have made th'^roselves articulate. We have no 
doubt that with the process of time every hit of separate caste, class or 
credal group will be Lsying claim to separate bits of territory so that 
they could build therein their special character in culture. All such 
sentiments, ambitions and conceits have been floating in the air; not 
even the Muslim League has cared to chalk out the territories that 
would form the units of their Pakistan, We have been told that areas 
where the Muslims happen to be in a majority should be formed into 
separate States. Muslim League politicians have not oared to be more 
concrete or more logical Because they happm to number less in census 
reports than the Hindus, so far as the whole country is conoemsd, 
they feel that it would not be possible for them to build up their 
special culture-life in the neighbourhood of other culture-groups* What 
theee special characteristics are amongst our Muslim neighbours which 
require glass houses for their development, that have been withering 
in the atmosphere where other groups are having . their being, the 
world has not yet been told. When science has loen creating 

opportunities and instruments for the building up of a world culture, 
when smaller economic and material interests are being ironed out 
to form the basis of a world community of richer and more 
abundant life, India presents the picture of tiny separatist conceits 
end ambitions raising their heads and breaking up the tinity and 
integrity of a land which geography and history have shaped as 
one. This irrationalism is, we hope, a passing phase lashed into 

view by encouragement from a State system that iina not been 

able to send its roots into the soil of the country. If our hop • bo a liar, and* 
our country is sought to he divided into so many hundrerU of — 

the special areas in which the Jews were condemned to live in Europe.— 
we should prepare ourselves for a ** hundred years ^civil war in the 
country not less devastating than what the World War FI. of the 20th 
century has bemi causing through continents. For, in this claim for 
the division of the country into as many States as there are castes and 
gronpe castes and mreeds, there are involved oertaiii 
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prinoiplos sooial organisation that have never been peacefully 
aoot^pted or rejected. This is the verdict of history. Perhaps world 
developments may drive such narrowness from the region of practical- 
ity. But we have to bo prepared for the worst, while hoping for the 
best. , 


When Sir Stailord Cripps was sent by the British War Cabinet 


*'Non>seeeMion** 
clause ill the 
Cripps declamtlon 


with the copy of a draft declaration it was prepared 
to make, the vast majority of those who had interviews 
with him felt impelled to take exception to it 
owing to the presence therein of Clause*- G — 


which ran as follows: 


“HIm (Jov**rnni<*nt tiii<l«rtakA to ancept and iipplemant fortliwith the 

cniintitiition so framed subject only to (1) tue ri^bt of aijy province of Uritiiih 
India that, is not prepared to t e new ronatitiitional poaitioii. provision 

itciiiK made for ittesnbficqiiont. act^'i^hion if it ao decides. With auoh iion-acccdtii); 
provinces, should they ho "deniro, Min Mujciity'a Govenimeut will be prepared to 
SKroe upon a new constitution fhem the. same full ststiis as the liidUn 

Union.” 


In this Clause separationists and disruptionists in India have 
found a now chapter of argurnjnts for dividing the country. In the 
controversy that ensued and has continued since then 
So^^Rassia example of Soviot Russia has been quoted for 

& Briuln benefit and enlighten m^^nt of the Indian people. Art. 

XVII. of the Soviet constitution is relevant to the 
issue: “To every Union R^^public is reserved the right freely to 
secede from the U. S. 8. R. ** The ** Dominions *' of the British 
Kmpire enjoy tiiis right. And as none of ths coustitujnts of the 
Soviet Republic and the British Empire have cared to exurcise 
this right, it is urged for our assurance that the ** non-accession " 
Clause in the Cripps dtud a ration cannot l>e snoli a bogey as the 
majority of Indian politicians appear to regard it. The recognition 
of such a right is u concjssiou to janbiiiicnt which has to be taken 
account of by rulers of States. The real binding forces of States are 
in these modern days econoinio and political <-t he sense that 
economic interests and the needs of defence are best served by 
the arrangements that bind the territories. The *' Union 
Republics*’ of the S )viet Union are hell together because tbjy find 
in the economic system on which it has been reared a guarantee 
of social well-being, securing to every man, woman and ohiicl the 


greatest opportunities for thu full fioworing of his or her personality. The 
colonies of Britain that have developed into “ dominions " today have been 
held together not so much by economic ties by the enligbtented 

gelf-interest that found in the British Navy the shield of their 
existenct). fixporience during the last World War as well as during 
the pri'sent, appears to he leading those “ dominions " to think of 
other affiliations for the defence of thoir territorial integrity, sp<*oially 
those oiTered by the United States of Amorioa. In oenaiii previous 
volumes of the Intiinn A nniud sp-Miially those of 1940 and 

1941, we have discussed the tendenoios of such a development. The 
Soviet Union is a new experiment in eoonomio and poliiioal 
organisation. By her heroic fight against Germany and her 
almor^t single-handed, Russia has proved the inherent sjvengtb of the 
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iirpnn othtt Ste^ None o! har oonstiiiiaiit Stotaa hava takao aid?aii« 
ta#a of h« diffionlbaa to break away from bar aodaty of paoplaa ; 
nooa of thaaa have been foand yielding to the tamptationa that 
Qannaay uniat have bald to tbam, apaoially to those that lie in 
west Boaaia, almost across the German border. Wo have baab told 
that the secret of cohesion lies in Art. XVII. of the Soviet Oonstita* 
tion, conceding to the constituent Stater the right to secede as and 
when they liked. We do not ^ know. As we write, the announcement 
D^e by Id. Molotov that the " Union Bepublios " would have the 
right to send their own diplomatic representatives to other States and 
maintain armies of their own may appear to have added strength to 
this argument. These two rights have been regarded as attributes 
of sovereignty, of sovereign indepondenoe. We do not propose to be 
hasty in analysing the many considerations that must have moved 
the Soviet rulers to concede those rights. We are prepared to leave 
the matter by^ quoting what observers have said with regard to the 
value of the '* non-acceding *' Clause. M. Stalin has been credit^ 
with finding this formula and binding thereby the heterogenous 
dements in the Soviet State — a League of Nations. John Gunther 
in Irmde Europe^ in the ** war edition ** published in 1940, wrote : 


**His main work was then ( 1021 and yfiars following when Stalin was appointed 
Seoretarr-Oeneral of the Party by Lenin ) in the sphere of Nationalities. ( He had 
written in 1912 a book —Socialism A the Nstional Question). Ah a non-Russian lie 
was peculiarly dtted for this task. Soviet Ruesia was a meiangt of at least one 
hundred quite eeparaUj races and nationalities, and the job was to combine them 
into stable unity while conceding some measure of provineial autonomy, at least 
in spirit Stalin, under Lenin, invented the idea of the U. S. B. R.— the convenient 
device by which independent and autonomous " republics became the Soviet 
** Union earrendering central authority to Moscow, retaining local administrative 
privileges. *' 


We do not know how far the recent Molotov declaration will be 
modifying the existing arrangements wherein the "directives" issued 
from the Kremlin guide the life and thought of the 
“o” eighteen crores of people living in nnM 

aa4 ptartSe ea fn eparli as central Europe and the Maritime 
Province of Siberia. Apologists of the Muslim Lesgue 
ideology luTe been trying to rub it in that juet as in the Soviet 
land peaee and atrength have been found by_ conceding to peoples of 
many races and traditions their right to live their own livM. so 
shonld Hindnethan secure these by conceding the Muslim League 
demand. As the Mtulims of India ate a '* separate ” nation, because 
they differ in certain habits of thought and every-day oonduct from 
H»dr neighboun, their right to “ eeparate " bits of t^tory 
interspwsed thron^ont the country ie legitimate both m tto 
the praties of nations. We have not boon told how the M^ms of 
Bamarkhand. for instance, have been able to aooommpdato themselvm 
to the Soviet ideology, bow the epeoial eharactonetios d thrir 
hnndrad yeare old traditions have man^ to Uve and 
m»tor and side by side with those that have sprouted only 86 yean 
btok. The Bussian esample wiU lose ito sppesl ^ 

^wirted with foots that have a bwng “ ***1 

Bisensdoo. Hm and praetioee of the Soriel Bepnblio have no 

toUtion «o> my of tiM othar-worldly taloltions on which ttw amios 
16 
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nligions of the world ohum to build ell their treditione. The ties 
that hold the millions of the Soviet land are made up of the warp 
mod weft of eoonomio activities. Art. XU. of the Soviet Oonstitn- 
tion said : '*In the U.S.S.B , work is the ohUgation and hononrable 
duty ' of every able-bodied dtiaent in acoordanoe with the principle — 
*He who does not work, neither will he eat.” This simple formula is 
as 'old as creation,, and Soviet philosophy does not recognize any 
other cement of social life. This simplicity has an api^l to a world 
burdened with a thousand inhibitions. Not so the idealisms that 
move the Muslim League propaganda. They are seeking to make the 
particularities of their life into so many barriers between neighbours 
emongst whom they have been living for centuries. In one breath 

they deny that the counting of heads has any validity in the State-life 

they would like to have .in India; in the next they say that where 

they happen to be in * a majority, men of other creeds must agree to 

yield to their claims as a majority. The principle of majority rule 
cannot thus be played with in a serious discussion that concerns 
the life, liberty and pursuit of happiness of millions of human beings. 
If differences create the right to divide and separate, the minority may 
torpedo the Muslim League ideology as successfully as the Muslim 
League politicians have been holding up the advance of democratic 
freedom in this country; Before they expect people to seriously con- 
sider their proposals, they must show their hands— how do they 
propose to protect interests under whatever name these may pass — 
whether as Hindus or Muslims; whether as capitalists or proletariats; 

whether as workers in factories - or in fields. They must show how 

they propose to solve this problem as it affected other minorities. 

The logic of their propaganda should have told them that only a 
vast exchange of population in the iipmediate future can lay the 
foundation of the Pakisthan of their imagination. The 
Mpniatfon A Muslims from Bihar, for instance, must leave the 
**lllvlng ■ptee" homes of their fathers and be provided with newer 
homes in Bengal; the Hindus from east and north 

Bengal must seek shelter somewhere else; the Muslims from the 

Nizam's State must seek asylum in Sind or in the Punjab; the Hindus 
from these two provinces and from the State of Kashmir must 
strike up tent and go in search of fresh fields and pastures new. 
We have read of an exchange of population between Turkey and 
Greece that concerned only about 20 lakhs of people. If Pakisthan is 
to take shape in this country, the human beings that will be called 
upon <to change places will be running into 4 or 5 crores. Muslim 
Leagub politicians have not chosen to be explicit with regard to 
this logical cpnsequence of their demands, they dare not present such 
a programhie to their own co-religionists; they dare not terrify them 
with the prospect held forth by such a demand. Every province, 
every district, every sub-division and tcUuqa, every cluster of viUages 
will have to be presented with such a choice, for such a change of 
tobitation. No other step except- this can solve the minority problem 
in the shape the Muslim Lea^e politicians have chosen to raise it. 
But this is not the end of the story. The Fkldsthan so fonned 
must make provision lor a lebemraum, lor 'living space’* made 
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g ^mBi fc f to the world by the writingi of Ibo KmI porly moil. As pomds- 
Ikm ineioMes Muslims or Hindtis, as the esss may bs^ may ftsd 
tiieir tonritories over-orowdod. Whm aro thsy to go ? No Hiadiittha& 
oan allow Muslims to come from outside, disturUng the posiUou of the 
majority population; so also no Pakisthan oan allow Hindus from an orer 
erowdad Hindusthan. This deadlock will he the parent of wars of 
oonquest as Nasi Germany has preached and sought to practise. She 
has been doing it in the name of race; Muslims and Hindus of India 
will be required to do it in the name of religion. The present 
generation of Muslims may feel that this dark prospect is not for 
them; the future may be left to take care of itself. But we are sure 
that the vast majority of them do not reidise that as other 
communities understand the implications of the demands made by the 
Muslim League they are getting careful of the immediate present. The 
furore raised by Mr. Fazlul Huq during the last census showed the 
direoison of the storm. 


Events happening in our neighbourhood also illustrate this aspect 
of the miatter. In course of discussion in the Oentral Legislature on 
the famine conditions in Bengal wherein suggestions 
esse long-range plans for making this province and the 

bt other areas near about self-sufficient in the matter of 

food grains were made, complaints were uttered hy 
certain members that there were about gO lakhs of virgin acres in 
the Brahmaputra Valley of Assam that, when cultivated, will provide 
food for millions. But owing to the opposition of the local i^ple to the 
influx of cultivators, men from Bengal, whether Hindu or Muslim— >this vast 
area has been lying unused. The opposition of the local people is due to 
the fact that the emigrants were not Assamese-Bpeaking and differed 
from them by certain habits of social life The vast majority of the 
local people are Hindus; and we have reason to believe that their 
opposition is being strengthened by the feeling that the emigrants, 
the majority of whom have been Muslims from Bengal, should not 
be allowed to convert their fair Valley into a Pakisthan. This will 


happen if they are allowed to come in unchecked. Muslim League 
propagandists have made no secret of their ambition to be able to swamp 
the local people. But their loud-voiced desires have warned the local 
people of the danger to their material and non-material interests 
held by these. And they have been watchfully observing the activities 
of the Ministry which happens to have a leader^ of the 

Muslim League as its chief minister. And the secret machinations 
on behalf of “Pakisthan” in this area in which members of this 
Ministry appear to have had a hand are traceable in many of its 
measures. But owing to the complications created by the war most 
of these activities escape scrutiny today. These anas form p^ of 
the eastern front where Japanese concentrations have been tottog 
the strength of the defence arrangements made by the AngkK 
American military authorities. And beMnd raised by tk^ 

ww MdvitiM Sir MuhMmutd S«d,^ 

playing game. Famine , oonditoons in ^ Bengal nave neon mving 

thonModa of BengalM Mnriim, to Tj*®?* 

Ifioiatey hu bean ooniuTin* th dr into wto n and b^ng 
of tiM ‘lino Systom” Mt op m a pwtoohfo niMran tor too tooM 
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peopk. This sknry nrasls the nuuty feroes dt dispafte md disniption 
lluift ihs Muslim Lesgus ideology has left loose over the oouutry* 
Assam supplies an eiample and a warning of coming events. As a 
ehronider and intefpreter of events and developments, we just 
indicate thdr tendency. Perhaps there are other forces, personal 

and impmonal. that have had their hand in poshing the people of this 

country into strifes and stn^lea that will test their strength and 

capMtv— the real foundation stones of stable and virile 
national life. 

The solution of the problem of India’s independence, as proposed 
by the Muslim League, has been characterized as “terrible" by more 
• H ff observer of things Indian* Edward Thomp- 

letStoiattmrtt Principal of the Bankura college had occasion 

moDpt tInsl&Bs ^ piesident of the League and found him prepared 

to face, the dread situation that will be created* 
In his speech as president of the annual session of the League 
held at Delhi during the last week of April (1943), he was cheered 
to the echo when he declared :** If we cannot secure power as a 
united India, then let us take it as a divided India.” How this trick 
was to be done — this does not appear to have troubled him in this 
particular speech at least. Prom latter declarations he appears to 
think that the British Government would do the kindly thing by him 
and his community, and “divide and quit" India. It is not possible to 
argue with such a belief. There are, however, other schools of thought 
amongst our Muslim neighbours who feel that they could have no 
interest in any scheme, the success of which depended on the assist- 
ance of the British,” to quote from a resolution passed by the 
Council of the All-India Majlis-i-Ahrar almost about the same time. 
Another organization, the All-India Momin Conference, in its 8th 
annual session held at Delhi during those days of April (1948), came 
out strong for “the political unity and integrity of India." The 
president. Sheik Muhammad Zabiruddin, announced that their 

organization had decided to sever all connection with the Congress 
and the Muslim League. One reason for this step was that they were anxious 
“to give no semblance of justification for the charge that the Momins 
were working with the Congress to divide the Muslim community." 
He claimed that their organization represented 46 millions of Muslims 
“who are in the same position in the Muslim community as the 
depressed classes are among Hindus." The amelioration of these 
millions was only “possible under Swarm ** ; their anxiety to have it 
quick was the inspiring motive of their ‘hurry to have Swarqtf * ; he 
appears to have reached the same conclusion that the majority of 
politicaUiy-minded people in India have done, that Hindn-Muslim 
unity can wait but Swaroj cannot; he expressed this thought thus: 
“about a political agreement between Hindus and Muslims we are not 
in such a hurry." 

We have tried here to summarise the political thoughts that 
have been stirring in the Muslim community of India. Prof. Gummukh 
Nihal Singh, President of the 5th annual session of 
Mr. Jineah's the Indian Politieal Science Conference, appears to think 
sti^y ways that the question raised by the Muslim League has 
“passed beyond the realm of thought into the 
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Moa of higUy lorohugad •motton." Utiib oybion «a 
^ tnnM M a gmda to politioal oosdsct, om oaa wait and 
w tnia pw. We know that the leadenhip of tlie 

League wiU not ^Im^y allow thm toUoweca to think; they dan 
not eall npon their members to make a realistio study o! the problem 
of inter-oommunal relations in India. Mr. Jinnah ^ho in his youth 
h^ msde a name as an “actor** of Shakespeare’s dramas has been 
using his ^fts in the political stages He prefaces and ends his 
speeches with abuse of Hindu public men and publicists. His Delhi 
speech contained the following sample : 

II If ^5 P*?®**. lishore resolution, we did not use the word Fskistas at 

all” Mr. Jinnsh said. ‘Who gave us this world ? (Hhoutsof “Hindus*’). Let see 
tell you thisis their folly. Tuey started damning this on the ground that it was 
Pakistan. They foisted this word upon us and they ulked of Psn-ltlamisni. Ws 
ourselTes went on for a long time using the phrase “the Lshore resolution popularly 
^own aa Pakiitep. But how long are we to hare this lotig phrase T I ssy to 
Hindu and British friends : We thauk yon for giving us one word**. 


This story is not true to the facts of reoeut developmeute in the 
political thoughts and activities of this country. The president 

n A f K i> a, Muslim League appears not to know the history 

Bahmat AU’a which the ^'Pakisthan** cry represents. 

“Paklathan** difficult to believe that he does not know that 

the late poet Iqbal used this word in course of his 
speech as President of an annual session of the Muslim Lesgne 
held at Allahabad ; and how can he forget the pioneering work done 
in this line by Bahmat Ali whose activities find mention in Madame 
Helide Bdib's book Inside India ? She has quoted in her book the 
ideas and ideals that, according to Bahmat Ali, guide the Muslims : 
“Our religioDy culture, history, tradition, literature, economic system, 
laws of inheritance, succession and marriage are fund amen tally 
different from those of Hindus. They extend to the minute details of 
life.'* Bahamat Ali when he started his movement in 1933 laid the 
eastern boundary of his '^Pakiathan*' at the Jamuna ; the 
territories that would form his State— the Punjab, Afghan Province, 


E^shmir, Sind and Baluchistan — are “not a part of India'*. History 
tells us that “although twelve hundred years ago there were Hindus 
and a Hindu Empire, since 712, for over a thousand years, they 
(the Hindus) have been a minority community there’*. The 
Muslim League leadership only varies the language in tbw 
assertion of the needs of “separate** States for Muslims, but the 

basio ideas are those that Bahmat Ali gave expression to a deo^e 
back. Since then Bahamat Ali appears to have extended ms 
definition of “Pakisthan” in response to changed circumstonoes. ^ 

has, for instance, sketched the frame of "Osmanisthan** from out of 
the territories that form part of the Nisam State today, wmply 
beoause the ruling family of the State happens to belong to the l^slim 
community, and the overwhelming majority of the population altbmigli 
Hindu appears to have had no place or say in the matter. Here 
the principle of majority rule on which the Lahore resoimion vw 
based has been given the goby. Evidently neither the 
protagonists of the “Pakisthan” idea nor the present enthyia sto ^ to 
it are prepared to go by a principle, but roust toe « 

both the worlds. Human existence, howerer, does not provioe lor eueA 
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ooiiTttiibiioe for m Icmg time. Tho hiitory of tiioir own oomsiniiifty'g 
lifs oni^t to haTe taught onr Ifnatim neighbours this much wisdom 
in the present century at least, when for lesser prinoi|4es States 
are being overturned. But experienbe is a dear school and the 
majority of ns do learn in no other. 

Mnslim League leadership has been exciting for its own porposes 
many of* the minority elements in the oonntry. Those of ns who 
have had experience of the mutations of pditical 
OttWMgietlsi ||£^ activities in India cannot but watch with 
a certain amount of amusement the companionate 
relation that appears to liave grown up between, 
for instance, the Muslim Lea^e and the group of south Indian 
politicians and publicists whose guide and philosopher is Mr. Buna- 
swami Nsioker. These gdntlemen have come forward with the claim 
that they must have tl^r **Dravida-sthan'* where pre-Arayan culture 
and civiUsation, now withering under adverse Aryan domination, must 
have room for a fresh flowering, leader of this group has 

declared that if he cannot have his "Dravida-athan** he will embrace 
Islam and on the strength of this new afiGiliation carve out a new 
"sthan” — not certainly ”Dravida-sthan" — if the culture for which the 
Muslim League stands has any meaning and signifloanoe. We do not 
know bow Mr. Bajagopalachari and his followers have been reacting 
to this demand of Mr. Bamaswami Naioker and his followers. The 
"separateness" of Dravida culture from the Aryan is a proposition 
that is as valid as that lor which the Muslim League tlimtens to 
divide the country. History, now-forgotten history at least, can be 
brought out to find reasons in support and. defence of this particular 
thesis. Dr. Ambedkar's group of 'scheduled castes", spread over the 
whole of India, has put in claims for their "separate" States. To 
give shape to these, vast exchange of i>opnlation will have to be 
undertaken to bring the dispersed "depressed" classes into sizeable 
States. The Sikhs will have their chunk of Punjab territory which 
contains all the sacred places of their religion, and is the homeland 
of their short but glorious histoi^. It is possible that other groups 
have been dreaming their - dreams and seeing their visions which 
require but a little encouragement from the British authorities to 
come into the light of day. The credal States of which we have 
given samples here do not, however, complete the tale of India's 
experiment with State-making. There are linguistic nationalisms such 
as Assamese^ Maithil, Tamil, Telegu, Canarese, to take a few instances 
only, which have already put in their claims for the apportionment 
of a '*liSoai habitation and a name." These also cannot be denied. 
Some of these claims would be cutting across one another ; at least these 
cannot be accommodated in the schemes of credal States that has been 
the reply of ^e Muslim League to the needs of modem life. 

It has been urged that the innumerable number of States in India 
that will evolve if the separatist conceits and ambitions of all are 
to be satisfied need not stand as a barrier to the 
Agelssl hiilsric freedom dt each one of them. But this can only be a 
•svricpsicBt hatt-way house. Bor, in this world of national 
greed itA competition where the defence of terri* 
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todil integrity hfts become a difflooll lack even to aueh an empiie 
aa Britidn’e, when regional gronpiiige demanding tiie eaerifloe at 
ideas of sovereign independence aie fthooghi to be ihe paitteni of 
coming State-organizations, at a time like ttds to leak to divide 
into tiny bite the geographical entity and nnity thal Inffia haa been 
tiiro^hont the centuries may be going against the tooes of Vstoicri 
developments. This can be denied only at the peril of more valnidile fn tmsis. 

These are long-range views. Meanwhile the Indian scene is beini 
disfigured by controversies'* that haa been holding up the progress of the 
country not only poUrioally but economically and socially 
Pej^ptsreol in its widest sense embracing every department of 

poifUesi power the people's life. Even in the matter of famine in 

Bengal candid friends from other parts of India have 
been found to give expression to the opinion that it came to be so 
incompetently handled because the Muslim Iieague party whioh was 
the official Opposition in the Bengal I^islature during the opening 
phases of this famine made it into a ‘‘sport of politics*' ; Ihe Euro- 
pean party which held the balance in the party grouping lent a hand 
to this game for reasons of their own wholly nnoonneoted with this 
threat to the lives of millions^ This callousness has become possible 
because we have learnt to regard the little of political power that haa been 
yielded by the British as a stepping-stone to the advance of personal and 
group interests. The representatives of the Indian National Oongress have 
been regarded by many in this country as queeriy unrealistio or ideal- 
istio when they gave up the Ministries in eight out of the eleven 
provinces of India where the 1986 Act had been functioning. Loadera 
of the Hindu Mahasabha who regard the threat held by the Muslim 


League to the unity of the country as of more immediate oonoem than 
settling accounts with the British bureaucracy have roundly condeminid 
the Congress for resigning the power that it had gained by beattng 
in the Sections all the political parties combined against it, and thus 

selling the pass to the enemies of the country, foreign and native* 

The resignation by the Congress Ministries ^ve enabled tha bureau- 

craoy to tempt politicians and careerists with seats of power. And 

the majority of them have faUen into the trap. Muskm League 
politicians have taken full advantage of this opportunity, not beoanee 
they love the British chains, but because they feel that this power 
will enable them to consolidate their power and work towards the 
establishment of the “Pakisthan" of their dreams. Daring the Delhi 
annual session of the Muslim Lei^ue held during the last week ^ 
April, 1943, Muslim League politicians were found oromng with the 
anticipated glory of their party and the victory of their i^raouae* 
Ohowdhnry Khaliquzzaman of Lucknow who has develop^ in him a 
Bndetan Gorman mind made no secret of the ways in wbi^ his parly 
would be disintegrating the activities of the Central G^c^ral, 
weakening its hold over the provincial ad^^nistwtions, ai^ m the 
resultant confusion lay the foundations of ■*»» 

where the Muslim League party dominated the Mmistnw. And, if lorluM 

tevouzed their offortB in this ^b»W they 

over the whole of Indie, thet bed dipped fronj the byde ol the 

ae«»iaaiit8 of Beber. It U to er^ 

hopM lik» them. There ere other draeniere end Tuumeciee who h«M 
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IlMir own partiei:dAri8tio ftohemes for thaoaptore of politieal power m 
Indie. All of them do not belong to whet has oome to be known es 
Britieh Indie. 


These developments lie in the womb of the futnre. In the imme- 
diete present British policy has seen to it that the people do war 
work driven thereto by hunger, that they do not 
interfere with war activities in which their higher im- 
* people^ ptdses cannot be enlisted owing to reasons well nnder* 
stood all over the world. The manner in which Lord 
Linlithgow was allowed to handle the policy raised by Gandhiji's fast 
of 31-day8 showed that the ruling authorities 4id not feel the necessity 
of full-heartad Indian support in their fight for existence Other 
leaders of the “United Nations’*, except the Chinese, have accepted 
this British interpretation of the situation in this country. Of course, 
they must have fretted when the sabotage and incendiarism of the 
latter half of 1942 threatened to disrupt the organisations for offense 
against Japan that the British and United States Governments were 
building up in this country. But the suppression of these subversive 
activities has removed their fears — fears that often quicken human conscience. 
Another argument for the continuance of the British arrangements was 
supplied by the quiet way in which the pi»ople have been paying the 
mounting expenses imposed on them by the Finance Member of Lord 
Linlithgow's Government. This quietness may have led to paths to 
the grave. But that has not deflected State policy in India. In 
direct and indirect ways, more through the latter, Sir Jeremy Baisman 
has been squeezing out of the people the crores required to carry on 

Britain's war of survival as an imperialist Power. The railway 

budget will* illustrate this method of exploitation. Since 1936 railway 
rates and fares have hern increased four times. They have a depre- 
ciation fund in the railways which requires, Bs. 8) crores a year, but 

they put in it Bs. 12 crores every year. They have also a reserve 

fund in which they have been a))le to put in Bs. 84 crores. All 

these monies oome from rates and fares ; they are much in excess 
of what is required for the proper running of the railways. In the 
coming year it has been estimated that they will have a surplus of 
Bs. 36 crores, out of which Bs. 27 crores will go to the general revenues 
according to the convention of 1924, Bs. 9 crores going into the 

reserve fund. It has not been thought desirable that out of this huge 

profit something can or should be set apart for the relief of rates 

and fares. The member in charge of the railways has not in reply 
to these oritioisms oared to justify this technique of exploitation. He 
tried to make much of the theory that the railways were a public 
utility concern, concerned not with profit but with service to the 
public. But in practice it has been the other way about. 


This exploitation has been pressing hard on the people, a proof 
of which has been afforded by the famine conditions that have become 
a feature of India's participation in a war that was 
detom secure "freedom from want" and "freedom from 

^ fear" to the commonalty of the world. Oontroversy 
with regicd to the reeponsibility for tUs state of 
affairs has become, perhaps, by the time we write these linee irrelevanl. 
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othar items of oonfcroversy erupted ^ 
tfmte pteeenM hie demand, and the yiS^M^TnaiSal 
^ertaken on ^half of the Indian peoide by the Britiah adinini.> 
^on. as long a time a. the beginning of Britidi oonneotiott with 
tUs oonn^ the non- Indian Mas of the Ooremment has left no 
ohoioe to the snbieet popnlation but to look with nispioion on the 
fina^ ar^raents made by the British bnreanoiaoy that in theory 
oames on the administration on behalf and for the benefit of the British 
people. Specially is this so when Indian men and Indian money are 
being used for fighting Britain's war. The feeling has been that India has 
always been a loser by these transactions ; by some financial jugglery 
that ia hard to trace Bri^in walks away leaving Indian pockets lighter# 
During the last World War such a thing was suspected to have happen* 
ed ; and people mockingly ask today whether or not a repetition of the 
experience was being staged by the India Office under Mr. Leopold 
Amery and the Delhi-Simla bureaucracy under Lord Linlithgow as 
part of recompense for the use of India's resources in the present World 
War. Sir Jeremy Baisman presented a picture of Britain's generosity in 
bearing a large part of the war expenses in and about India as re- 
flected in the settlement of November. 1943. Under it India has to 
pay : (a) her pre-war normal budget for effective charges of about Bs. 86.77 
crores ; (b) a sum in adjustment of the normal budget for rise in prioas ; 
(c) the cost of 'Indian war measures', that is. such war measures as can 
1^ regarded as purely Indian liabilities by reason of their having been 
undertaken by India in her own interests; (d) a contribution towards 
the additional costs of h^ external defence. India has paid a lump sum 
of Bs. 1 crore on this account. "His Majesty's Government is to pay 
for the remainder of all general defence and supply expenditure inoui^ 
by India, subject to separate post-war n^otiatioos concerning the liabili- 
ty lor surplus war stores in India ac^tuired in the common interest. 
Non-effective charges were to be dealt with separately." It cannot be 
expected that a lay man would understand the teolmioalities of this 
arrangement. And the Finance* Member sought to illustrate the impb- 
oations of these in the following words : 

"fixpendituie on Supply in its widest seMe--tlie prodpctioD of gnus, anmun^ 
tioa, anaoured cars, clothing war-^ etofSB of sfsry .JSSi 

Itoms) was eo closely related to direct defence espeoditare that it ^ wu eoveted 
by tbs Financial Settlemeot. The Krangemeot ^ bro^lv ejaaMag w 
iSdia paya for whatever she takes from Indian JST® 

and Iw'her share of joint war meaeuiee. inoUffing 
Maisaty’e Qovernmeat pays lor, Md owae, ail 

tftffiwr with praetioally all the capital aseete created lor tha purpose of eapanOtag 
pm ductien and storage.’* 

In the abeanos ol detailed ezplanationa in thi. It i. dUkult 

to Mtimato the chargee thet wiU oltimately >11 oa ^ hi iin 

tiiough Sir Jeremy emphasised the importaM 
I el avoiding the meticuloas ealoulakloni, afynm e ni e 
V adjustmenti which gave rise to euch 

oonfosion in the laet war # Bvea the lay _ 

I that there are loop-holei in the Fin a n c i al 
woidlag that wiU be creating trouhta 
SQua^c Thie is a subject in wWeh 
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fair dealing owing to the nnnatanl ratotton that Bobdata betwaan her 
and Britaia. Spaadiaa of loyaliata even daring the laat winter aearion 
of the Oentral Le^alatnra voioed aneh a fear Oonneoted with tbia ia 
the huge amount of pnrchaaea being made on behalf ot Britain in 
thia country on account. A great part of the value of theae toana. 
actiona haa been paid for by the liquidation of a part of the pnblio 
debt of India held in eterling, by the Bale of railway annuitiea held 
in Britain. The remaining totalled about Ba. 460 crorea in the aecond 
week of 1948. An earimate aaya that India’a ateiiing credit have 
been inereaaing at the rate of Ba. 30 crorea every month. Oonoem 
ia being naturaUy felt in thia country for the proper nHli^tin n of 
theae aterling balancea”. The Finance Member diaoloaed the waya in 
which they propoaad to get paid. Ona waa the funding of yearly 
paymenta in aterling of about S to 6 milliona a year on account of 
pmiaiona. family penaiona and provident fnnda. Another ia a Bewn- 
Btmotion^ Fund made out of the “aterling balancea”, to ba kept in London, 
“to provide^ for the finanring ^ of a programme of poat-war reoonatmc- 
tion, including the rehabilitation and re-equipment of induatriea.” Both 
tinae propoaala are bring regarded with "anapirion and diaap- 

proval”, to quote the worda of the Finance Secretary. The drat 

the advance provirion of remittance for aterling panaionary liabilitiea’* — ia 
regarded .aa a pointer to the lack of confidence on the part of the 
Bririah authoritiea in riie willingneaa or ability of the “aelf-govaming 
India** to meat theae lialulitieo. Bittameaa ia bring felt that the 
Britiafa authoritiea aomahow getting control over certain Tniiian naour- 
oaa riundd mfuae to allow India to nae theae aa abe deaired, to 
vritithold pBrymeut -theae -on one .ezonae or cEher. -The Beconatruct- 
iaa Jteal preipaaal ia rilao not looked qpon with favour beoauaeit ia 
haHoned that it will hind India to Imy her xaqrliiemenfai of "ea^tal 
goodri-— mariiiaariae^ andotiier eqalpaaratador modom indaatrialiam--irom 
Britain, Irom the aterling ana*'. Bir Jeaemy Baiaman indicated the 
natiue of theae nquknnrata : “in the pootwar period India will have 
hpey damanda ioriaportad auMUnary nnfl ffladt toequ^ her greatly 
riEtandad induatriai ayataao, to iwwqaip her raBwaya and to enable Ftorin- 
rial and State Ooiwn»aata to oarry out eriiemaB df rientriaeation , 
iiri^tion and the like, ^ieh have had to romain in abeyance during 
toe war*'. Healao indicated the aennoe ban which India oould gat 
thoaa toinga— apiwt from thair brii« aviBable aa a reserve wherewith 
to pay for the oapitri gooda which the DniUd Kingdom wiU ba in a 
porition to anpply for India’a induatriai toe teidaca- 

ment ri mMhinery...'*, tiiU fund wiU "enable India to t rad e aa one 
of toe principal commercial countries of the world and ^y a help- 
ful part in building a system of intwnational trade each as would 
enaure a fair nfarket for goods of expmt”. In theory the proposal 
made here may have points to recommend it for acoeptanca. But from 
her experience of British handling of her resources daring two centur- 
ies of their relationship, any move, however well-intentioned, on the part 
of Britrin for the benefit of India is watched with anapirion and 
diatmak Thia must be a permanent factor ao tong as Britain doea 
not end ^^this unnatntol state of things, this 1 lllfartn^.t^ ;fl 
feeling, tUs apiritual alianathm**, will remain aa a festering aore to 
embittar the whole ayatam of Indo-Britiah intarasts, and evan thnt 
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enviflaged in the United Nationa**. That pmacm has already bMm 
to work as those who have got inside knowledge and psyehdogieal 
onderatanding of the mind of India as it has been leaeting to the 
many developments that have been laying the fonndation of the new 
world as it will be emerging out of the fires and mins of thenreient 
war. 

This brings ns to the handhng of the political sitnation in India 
in which both the rulers and the ruled have reached a blind alley. 

Apathy and resentment characterise the conduct of 
the ruled, while Ohurohillian arrogance stmts in the 
world^s stage as the quality needed to win the 


Mr. HbosIi's 
ievitatleB to 


and win the peace that was to follow this war. A 
United States observer has reported that the head of the mtish 
bureaucracy in India confessed that his country was never more 
unpopular in this country than it was at that time. DiUi-Simla 
observers have reported that other members of this bureaucracy share 
the same feeling but they know not how to change this state of 
affairs and are reconciled to carrying on in the aeoustonied way, 
however distasteful the 'duty may be« and nllSmalely TUisnnnneifnl it 
may ^ove to be. The mind o! 13re British Qevemment Steed 
revealed in aU its nakedness during those emdons days— 411 days— of 
Febraary, 194t8, when Mahatma 43«»dhi had undertaken his ^^eapeelty 
faiit**. Men of good wiH all the world ew wece etined 
appesHng to the 43hriUsed eonsdenee*' el Britain lor doing the 
and generous tlmg to en that loei^tt these witiMl 

and anger, that haa ever been trpag to raise politise le i , 
where guns and airplanes had no plaoa. Tho AidiWshop M Can- 
terbury had appealed to his Govenanant to dee eqoel to Oo 
occasion* to help remove the tension that has besn sta n di n g in tho 
way of oonstruodve work in India and enlial India's full-heartsd 
help in scdving the many problems that faoe a wsr-searred world. 
Gandhiji survived the test, but there was no lifting bl the doods 
from over the Indo-Bridsh eoene. The wodd mi ght heave a dgh <d 
rdief but felt aU the same that the British GovemiMt has failed 
the test of humanity, to put the matter in its 

cation. Another opportunity came to them to rectify when Oendlnjl 
sent a letter addressed to Mr. Jinnah. to be re-direeW to 1^ 
This letter was in response to the inviUtion that ^ 

extended to Gandhiji in course of bis ™ 

annual seasion of the Muslim League hdd in the last week M Api^ 
1948. The Government of Lord Linlithgow, tku 

transmit this letter. The world does n^ know the 5®^** ^ ^ 
letter, and can only surmise that Owdbiji wanted to » 

Jinnah to discuss matters t 

the . deadlock. The words that Mr. Jmnah ^ 

invitation aa it appeared in tBe^ Press on May 86 when it gainea 
importance by an act of Lord Linlithgow’s. u 



MtinititaM 
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the VM of jKoinx to the Viceroy end lending depntatioiM end eerryine on eome- 
pondenee T Who ie to prevent Hr. Oendhi to-dev 7 1 eennot believe for e tingle 
moment— etrong et thie Qoveriimetit mey be in this conn try yon mey tey enything 
you like egeintt thie Oovernment— I eennot believe thet they will have tlie dering 
to ttop iueh e letter if it it tent to me. It will be e very fleriont thing indeed if 
each e iUng It done by the Government. Bnt 1 do not tee evidence of euy kind 
of chenge of policy on the pert of Mr. Gendhi or Congrete or the Hindu 
leedeithip*. 


For a little while Lord Linlithgow's '^daring" to do what Mr. Jinnah 
expected him not to do appear^ to have created a “serious thing", 
putting to test the attitudinizing of the President 
Mr, Jlanth of the Muslim League. Important members of the 

bedm ont Muslim League talked of this as a “challenge" to* 

their importance and prestige as the second largest 
politioal party in .India. But the “situation" subsided as Mr. 

Jinnah reused to make good the challenging words that he had 

uttered in April, a month back only. The excuses that he 

oama forward with were two : that he had been mis-reported, 

that he did not use the words exactly as these appeared 

in the Press ; that the purpose of Gandhiji's letter was not 

what it seemed, seeking reconciliation with ^e Mulim League by, 

accepting its “Pakisthan" demand ; the real purpose was to “embroil* 
him and his organization in a quarrel with the British authorities. 

One can speculate cruelly on the Ibsbob of this episode. But we 

do. not propose to do so. We would rather interpret it as another 
proof that pubUc life in India was not strong enou^ to assert its will 
and brush aside the opposition of an irresposible bureaucracy. It 
proves the holbwness of the plea that British Government was 

anxious to receive a united demand oh the part of the various 
elements of the country. This was another proof that it refused to 

facilitate the quickening of conditionB favourable to the evolution of 

a united demand and agreed formula for the solution of the Indian 
problem. World developments have favoured the pursuit of this policy 
oi negation, of the denial to the Indian people the satisfaction of the deepest 
of human desires— the desire for national freedom which is national 
self-reBpeot. 


In these favourable devdopments Soviet Russia played the most 
heroic and significant part by throwing back the German hqrdea 

from the heart of Caucasia almost. The miracle 
**P ie, bu t do not that was worked at Stalingrad did not prepare the 
world for all that has happened sinoe February, 

1948. A Japanese announcer had said on February 
8 : “The German Sixth Army has goffered dire defeat at Stalingrad, 

a* defeat unprecedented In German histenry German troops 

surrendered on Feroary 6.** In the halo of dory that victories gained 

einoe then has surrounded the Bodina (Motherland) of the Bnsbiane 
we are apt to loee eight of the eaoriflcee, sufferings and oiganisatione 
that have snatched these fran the hands of the most competent 
military machine that the world has teen during modem times. 
Mr. Wendell Willkie hat reported what he saw during hit trip 

to Biiesia at the end of 1942 : **Glothing nearly gone. Ohildren 

wode in many of the ehope the full 66-honr week worked l^adutts 

gOic only food that could be bought in the markets wae hfeek 
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briid and potoioes lA eihorbitent prioas.'* This report givoe but e 
tidnt idee ol the /'food front" ea it is being meinteined in the 
doTiet lend. But these give en idee of the endurenoe tbet beve enebled 
the Soviet people to respond to Mershel Stelin's slogen — UmeraitB 
No Nb Otstu poiU ( Die, But Do I^ot Betreet )• The procession 
of victories thet hes pessed throoght the whole yeer of 1948 without 
eny serious interruption bes ‘de^nstreted the ''megnifioent will to 
resist of the Bussien people— who hed as much claim to glonf ** 
the British people hed when they withstood the blitz of 1940.’* 
For as long as human history will last these achievements will shine 
as examples to all liberty-loving people. 

But to understand the magnificence of this record we have to 
place it against the background of what their chi^est enemy— Qermany— 
achieved during the first twenty months of the Buiso- 
Wluii Ike OenisB German war. An appredaldon of the situation by 
feiees zMowod Lord Beaverhiook. a member of the Ohurohill 

Ministry, made on February 8, 1948, can be tdM 
on to gitre not too favourable an estimate of the German position. 

***rhefe li a great deal to be said from the Germau |ioint of ?iew. In the 
first place, the German line is practically the tame as it was a year ago— 
practicaily the same aa it was on January 1, 1942— for the bridge-heads held by the 
Germaua at that time ate still in their bosaiwsioii with the f'xccptioit of the two in 
the north, and these losses are countered to some extent by one additional bridge* 
head held in the south. We have heard about the relief of Leningrad, but d!at 
xelief has not succeeded in re-establishing the railway from Leningrad to Moscow 

You cannot regard Leningrad as relieved until that direct line to Moscow has 

been recovered by the Busslans. Then again the Germans may be ‘^shortening 
their line 


A year hence since those words wore uttered Nasi Germany's adventure 
in Bussia has suffered unbelievable defeats. As we write (January, 
1944 ), almost three-fourths of the territories that 
^ hms^e”* had passed under the invaders and remained so for 

RnaelaBs more than twenty months have been recovered. This 

goes beyond the strategy of '^shorter lines" to which 
Lord Beaverbrook refer^. The loss of the areas round about the 


Grosny oil field in the heart of the Oaucasian Bepublic, the utmost 
limit of the German lines in the south, has not halted the German 
retreat. In quick succession Bostov, Orel, Gomel, Kharkov, Kursk 
and Kiev have been lost in this front. The loss of Bmolensk, 
greatest base in Bussia of the Nazi invaders in the central sector, 
msintalas the Bussian pressure. In the north the same uniform story 
of victories brings a message of hope to the vanquished peoples of 
Europe under Nam heels. But these do not support the facile geneialisaMon 
that the ^'German defmviive in Bussia and Italy has lacked .back- 
ground'*. The more than six months of retreats and defeatg ' .forced 
on the German army in Bussia have a plan to tell on the gi^n of 
the retreating and defeated forces. To understand all’ the mazes of 
this strategy we have to depend on military commentators belonging 
to the prinoipid warring nations. General Dietmar, offiotM spokesman 
the Gwman High Command, in course of a nation-wide bsoadcaet 
in the first wedk of June, 1948, sought to bring out the ideas that 
niled the the-ften tactics of the military leaders of the Nazi Bsich. 

"Onr cmmlss Msietlist the time for ofier.siTe wsrfsre Is over so fsr m nsam 
and thatthe iziliadve has defizitriy passed to tim. Iks qofMion cf 
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Hrho if tblf to fttack it left importmit at the pretent time than the quettion of who 
it forced to attack. Thoae who mnat atfack are our opponenta, not mirtelvea. 

Prerioutly we had to ooiidnct hlittkrieg$ (lightning warfare) in order to win the 
■pace which now aerwea ua ao well. 

Clauaewitt aaya that the def entire it the atronger weapon of the two. Hit 
worda about the adrantage in war which apringt from iKweeation fully appliea 
to oar pieaent poeition. 

A United • States oommentator made the following point in the second 
week of January, 1943 : 

**For the RoBalan front ia now, in many reapeeta, aimilar to the Paoifie front : 
^ a the Qermana were pocketM In a teriea of Malamlt* where 

•SunaS* beleagured armiea could aurvire only aa long 

in Rmata aupplied from centrea many milea away...’* 

**The vaat reaerrea of men and wcapona available for the Red Army’s winter 
offenaire ahowed that the retreata of laat anmmer and fall had been triainpha of 
military thrift. Stalin and the Bed Army Command had aacrtficed Ruatian citiea, 
reaourcea and territory rather than riak the Soviet reaervea.” 

In the seoond week of March, 1943, e report in the New York 
weeklv — Time — said ; — 

*6trategically, the Raaaian victoriea laat week were aa big aa any that have 
mt ■ a .If .t been won in the entire winter offenaive... But comparatively 

„ |f4* troopa were killed or captur^. Thia anggeated that 

— the Qerm<infl hi.d prcvtoiialy withdrawn the bulk of their forces, 

awDimy giiortening tha line, aacrigcing precioua 

geography to aave their armiea.*' 

*The net atratagic effect haa been to leave the Oermana on aomething very 
Ilka tha tame line from which they started a year agoi, except that they now hala 
all Chimea and the Novoroaika hridge*liead. llie Kahev adient waa iMuoed and 
the Leningrad amge lifted, but the hoped-for offenaive eating into the 
Baltic Statea had pot been realieed.** (Ttme, April JO jptfy.) 

’’It appeared that the Qermana had aaeriSoed land in favonr of men, and that 
the Rnaaian winter campeign had done more^ to destroy Hltler’a preatige than to 
deatory Bitler'a force.**— ( lame, April JO, J94S, ) 

Sinoa then, within eight monthp, Buasian foroee have been eating into 
the Baltic Statea, into Poland, and has boon aide to maintain a full 
offensive without haste and without rest, either to 
themaelvee or to the enemy. The pioture that 

emeiged out at the end of Jnne, 1943, the events 
and developments during which form the subject 

matter of the present study, can be eammariaed from the Press. 

Each Army bad the same problem : to hold a 3,(X)0-mile front with 

infBoient fd^oes, with handy reserves to de^oy into eboeen 

limited offensives. The Germans had 190 divisions in their eaiftem 

front. their alliee oontrihuiing anothmr 28 divisions. They were out* 
nnknbeted by the Bnesians. This snperiority forced on the Germans a 
deienateo Ipralsgy or a ^‘limited offensive'’. The German High Com- 
mand higin to prepare the minds of their people for this dmiige in 
their oonoeptione of war when they allowed their eommenlator to 
eay : ^e stiffted this war with diffarent eonoeptictia from thoie we 

hold now. Many illuaione were shattered We that audt an 

adversary oannot be knocked out with one NtapT We have seen 

that Wi^ed Oerman oonlesaiona Jlll^iBse to he a 

and a snaieT^he Oermana would Uke ^ 
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ooalenions of a aort of defeat. They know that fh thefr two wfatan 
of war they were not able to omeh the Oermaa fonee : that the Bad Aaoqp 
alone oannot do it. Tbna the poaitioa ia being radnoad to a 'Vaao 
betwMn two prooeaaea of attrition." The Boaaiana oannot liha tUa 
podtiori, aa they are being worried “probably over food." 

‘ For all iu bnva brac^Dx to the eerid Hie U. & 0. R. baa aevef 
c«Nnple*«ly from the Iom w the Uktaine’a grain gride. BaMo 
ill Oeaital Suttia last week ( laat werit of June ) Impmved the am 
crop pnwiieeta, hut at the beet a ae*ei« food ehoitage win eoothrae. Vaal hot 
often Mly-tilled new acreage* jriu* Land'Lm ahipmaot* hat* not gllad Iha abaitaga 
or ended the drain on the U. S. 8. R. t dwindling grain leaartea. The laaoR la 
that only the Red Army, a few foieignara and higher odtaiela art lolarahly naN'fad 
in Bnaaia. The reat cxiat and labour at a letri of bare a ub a l e t a n oe." 

!niia report appeared on the 6th of Jnly, I9iS in the New Totk 
weekly we have already quoted from. It ex^ained why the mlaia of 
_ Bnaaia have been preaaing *0 nrgondy and inatatoatly 

AaSSHiIm oa their weatem alUea for the opening out of n 

^SaM "aeoond faont". Their idaa of a “aeeond front" bed 

ben that 6D Axia ditiaiona wanld be witbdmwn 

from Bnaaia to moat the Allied offtnaive on waotem or oo wth e m 

Bnrope. It ia hrue that in November, 1943, when the Aaglo*Amai4onn 
offonaive atartod in north^want Afriaa, Uarabal Stalin had 
that for "thn 6xyt thna in thin war a blow at tbe anomy 
oaat by the Bod Army merged with a blow from 
by the armina of onr aBioa in a aingb nnitad blow". Dot Ifra 
rigid Bnnaian deSnition of a “aooond front " doaa not anpaar to 
have bean aatieiled avan by the a u bae gn ont ovoata in north Afrioa 
wham only 15 Axia diviaiona eonid ba pot ont of aetioB, in 
and ia the mainland of Italy Tbia baoomaa ovidant froaa 
appeued ia the Praedn (Troth) whan it oontradiotad a London 
that 50 Oermaa diviatona had haan tranaferrod frew tto B oa ri an nonn 
In doing no Mm Soviet paper aaid that "Sll Oaraan cKviaiane am nop on 
tbe Qeiman-Soviat front and no withdmwala from that Innl am 
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taking piam" ; ft alao mfarmd to tbo diamoal of the 
other paita of Bnro p o — SI diviaImM, inolnding not m 
Oermany and Anatria, 85 in Ikanoa^ Bolginm and the 
At iha time we write th o rn Bnaa. numy mom Oamaan 
have boon withdrawn from tho aootaen front that had 
intide Bnatian tatiifr^ by Oomaany daring the Stot 90 oaontho of har earn 


in 


har front’ 


'*gliQf|0iiiag 

appearing in Mm Prom of tho world ainm ^ 
ovartotir her- Bfitiiia a yaar aha haa boon able to 
toaboiit700tol000milm.W taotim baa onaMod bar to witMi aw a^ 
100 tivialona from har aaa t a m frnnt. Aa oothitifr 

m ham aaan. ambodyiag a datailad atady ni .lfe* 

In ’VartMaa pmM am. ha^ na to nadamtand tho 
of the naotimo. that ham 
fai tUa aaattar. It hm boon loi^ 
had o m pioyed a Aviaioa rf a ^ W WO ... 
fa amry 10 atilmof MioBnoao-Oargmnlwag,l » l a. a^atidiar fa 
SyardaofitstUa aotiaBotahaabom baotil on Hia rniplnyamt of 
fa a front of B800 
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militory leaden have been able to shorten in oonrse of the year 
1948 is understood to be not more than 800 miles. This policy has 
been forced on her partly, if not mamly« by the strength and violenoe of the 
Butsian attack, and partly by apprehension of the Allied invasion of her 
''Fortress Enreipd". This abort line can beheld by 90 divisioDs, thus 
making* a saving of a litBe ever 100 divisions. The forces thus 
rdeasad and relieved from the Bossian front are likely to be employed 
in the manner radicated b^low 50 divisions in Italy instead of the 
present strength of 22 divisions ; 50 divisions in the Balkans instead 
of the 22 stationed there at present ; 70 divisions in France, 

Belgltim and Holland In place of the 40 dispersed thronghout this 

vast area. This estimate also secures to the German High 
Command about 80 divisions for use in emergencies to be rnsh^ 
to thceataisd points. The movement of this "mobile strategie 
reserve** Is aamr to the Axis Powers owing to the possession of 
what have been called "interior lines" — the railways and mo.torized 
roads which Todt, Bpeer, and othei German engineers have brought to 
such perfection. Muntbh, Vienna, Dresden and Prague form centres 
and key-points of this co-ordination of the movements 
of vast armies. In the eastern front Germany will eonsotidate 

her position in the bins of the Garpathhm nuege, while holding the 
northeni eecBon of It in ‘"defence in depBi" through the lavash 

use of conerete stmotures— the whole front in a straight line north 
and south from Piga to Odessa. This''*type-writer steategy*** has thfr value, 
that it enables the general reader to npderstand the meaning of 
the woild-ahsJdng events happening in Europe. 

But to fuUy undorstand theee Gmrman movoe and oouater-moves, 
we have to tom to the activities of the Allied powers, oUsBy the 
United States, Britain and ^*Frea France." The year 
1943 opened to the Micd Powers with hopes of 
Jsoe rtM ultiniate victory ; these have remained nniimm^ and 
have brightened as the war drama has been avdving 
before onr very eyes. The north African campaign wns limping 
forwaacd to snoeees, owing to weather difficulties, the rainy season 


laaliiig through February, sometimes into April Tbs foross that the 
Adted States bad ferried over were "green", and they suffesed one 
or two major set-hacks that irritated foeliqg in that oouatry. The 
BrltUh 8th Army had to oome as **re1ier* to them. U. 8. A. 
correspondents sent home dark hints that "the going wonld ha tough 
and probably long, betoe we have cleaned up Afrto and are ready 
to move to bigger fronts." But at the end of six moirths (he An^to 
AsBerioan armies did move into the bigger front of Sicily, finishing 
the Tunisian job by the end of Ifay 1948, exactly to the day when 
six months ago they had started thrir oampa^fo in north-west Africa- 
The mystery of the break-up <4 the Aids morala in this front has 
yet to ha explained. It appears that in the lart phases of this wu 
Ihs Itslian tooas gave a better aooonnt of thmsolvss ftan their 
Germsa eomrades. It has yet to be explained why PantaBeria and 
fiieily did not show a hstlsr leeord than lialla whieh to two yesis had 
stood llw assaults of GsRaan bombsrs sad of the Italka Mavy. 
IVur aboal three yeart Malta had lain opsa to aSfcoki Iqr wa sad 
afar; its imporlaaes eonUaolfao uokaowa to the ArifaiBigh Oonsssad: 



m» 


i:W] finiTA nr HMiB recm 

Ofinliliiow hodU lin«- nt' ibM* 

tik mof* bsiiy tttnoi^ the Medharr ma n. !•• diHv th» **Hm, 
fta* AMm. «dly oeoapM th* nm. (loritim to br M ^aSmm 
o( Hw ^ oono«iMd. sDdwMpMctoftlM MMrir* 

agmofu oi the ^ortrese Bnrope" that Gbrmeoy hoon ebb te 

holldiip. 

The fall of EKoily has hronght naarar ^hs day when this Tortvses 
oonld .be assaulted either throc^h.the south oi Iftmoa Itiay or 
thxDogh the Aegean Sea and the Balkaa arsae. The 
Aiilsi . isBi aeset snooessfal issue of the Tnoisian eampaign, and the 
liwaslsn of Bssspe opening of the ItUian campaign are seen to be 
linked together. The Allied Powers oonld then loudly 
think of an inyasion of the continent A London Daiiy kfaii- oor* 
respondent had called the yietory in Tunisia as '‘fantastic'' ; hnt< that 
did not detract anything from its importance, as it enalM Allied 
strategists to indioate^ the lines on which they oonld moye towards 
the heart of the "Portress Europe'* from the south. They could 

talk of the "key«>point in mid«European strategy" lying on "the Middle 

Danube" which could be reached "from Northern Italy";, they cosdd 

talk of Vienna, standing at one of the cross-roads of Europe, being 

linked with Trieste on the Adriatic by "main railway" ; hostile armies 
striking at the heart of the continent "along the yaUeys of the 
Dannbe and the Elbe" ; they oonld talk of going up into Poland 
"through the Moravian gap": they oonld of Budapest in the 
south-east that commanded the "great Hungarian Plain". 


But all these haye remained in the region of speculations. Esoept 
Bussb none of the European and American Allies havo bsen abb to 
make any siseable inroad into this Fortress" ; the 
8psssla!lieM& fall of Signior Mussolini and the setting up of f 
tests pro-Ally Government in Italy have not remov^ the 

obstacles in the path of this strategy. We do not 
know the strength of the help that Marshal Badoglio has been abb 
to h^w g to the Angb-American invasion armies ; we do not know 
the strength of the regime that Signior Mussolini has been abb to 
set up under the name of "demooratio Fascism"* But we are face to 
face with the fact that for more than sb months the Gmanfos^ 
hiJpaii^ liy n remnant of the Italian armies, have been abb to bud 
baek the inTMtiom ettMupt*. end oonfina tbeM to the wntti ol 

Borne. The lond-voioed eUime that the Mediterawieen he. W n^e 
free, the! the Adrietio bee beooiM “"M •«* 

not been mode good. In the eertern Mediterreneen Albed ettMU on 
ttie Dotteeneee lelenda h»Te been beaten back ; thae» a^ 
Beaipaato and Onto gnard the Baftana 

AUaa opportaoitjr to attack at any poW jettlw in Qiey o r to 
Xofadmia when goanilla band, ai^ nndyynnd^ pg^ ^i^ iene 
been, a^ve trying to diempt tbo grip ol tbo Asa ruteeii. 

«• %% iTt onX debit aide ci ttia AlUad wUefr bate t o^ 

kml b mind in indglng tha riti^ in BwJHJ 

of diflienitiaa U no help aitber to nioealo Qg Jo jpiriTTor 

■NMnear It ia not posiWa lor «• nLiT-Sf 

thM hM* bo«i halting Allied oftjrito 

gprt OR wmk. An. eiideinUffT ** • " "*• ■■■"■ 
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eoniMoM with tliasa opermNoDS Mji ihftl 

Xialiotir OommitsioDer Frite SahoU, hM demanded the eoneoEipticm of 
l,50j000 Erenobmen **to work on the Mittelmeerwall ( Mediterranaan 
Wall )• the defensive fortifioations that are sapposed to extend from 
Spain to Alexandronpolis near the border of Ihirkey/’ 

This picture is relieved by what British and the XJniM States 
air foioes have been able to do in wrecking German war indnstries. 

/ But the plan appears to be bigger than these bomb- 

Ctars^y s eeatnl j^gg injieato. And this plan is made i^ain to ns 
by what the leader of the *'Free French", Genenri 
de Ganlle, is reported to have said in November, 
**The land of Fnmoe has become the strategies centre of t^ 
wmt e m war." ^Oliver Stewart, editor of the Aerfynotiea (London)^ in 
elabcffating this dictum bmi sSd : **the problem of the United Nations 
consists in bringing to bear upon certain points in the large drcnm- 
fesenoa that has l^nce for its centre an air force which is capable 
of braaldng through, or at any rate of preparing the way for a 
JmsAc^thronglk" This comment weakens the idea that air attacks 
alone can win wars ; '*strategtoal bombing might be partially wasted 
if it were directed against an objective which could not be subse- 
quently aissailed by land or sea forces." This is, howevw, a ^ side 
issne. The main point suggested by General de Gaulle — ^*'there is no 
body with a keener strategical sense than this Frenchman" — is further 
analysed by the writer : 

* There ere two conoentrio oiroles which here their centres in Freneer-the 
Ashaslfs^air circle of the Axis end, jitet outeide it, the offensive eir circle of the 
Uellid NetioBe. *lho very feet thet the Onited Neitons were exercising their air power 
emtripetelly implies thet their problems of supply were greeter then thoee n the 
Axle. But their output wes elso greeter, eo thet in coneequenoe tiiey were eble in 

sasse laeeenre to overcome their poeitionel hendiceps by meee they were eUe to 

ev ece o m e these diflioultiee by the itigeuioue nee of the long-renge oepebilitlai of 
•ome of their meohinoe.'* 

Here we get a fuller picture of the war situation as it affeoied 
thp Allied Powers in their war against Germany This study 
explains the many difficulties that stand in the way 
all-out invasion of Germany's ‘'Fortress Burope" 
fdaperimeei" — Festung Eurnpa. It explains why the weight of bmb 

tons thrown on it by British .and Umted States 
have not been able in .oourse of twelve months (1M8) to 
her war aotivities. The report of the damages eau^ la 
Qemiaoy makes quite impressively horrifying reading. In January 
BJNX) tons vwere xaiiied on key positions and ptaoes in Giermany ; to 
Jbtouary 10,000 tons : in March 6,000 tons : in Api^ 11,000 tons ; to 
May 12,500 tons hi June 19,000 tons Xl ton is equal to about ST 
manads). The list of :ptooee bombed during the period — 11th Jana to 
98th June— in Germany, Franee and Itdly by the British bombsci 
tfvss us an idea of the vastness of the opssatkme^DiissilMnt— 
Mumistor ; Bothum ; (Nierhausen ; Oologne ; Ijs Qruesot^ (Fnmei^ 
FrisdilehshaCen ; Kref^ ; MusAheim ; Spaiia (Italy) ; Wuppsrial » BnettuSa 
Oeise nk i t e h s n ; North-West Germany : Ooiogna* Daring* alaMit the 
sm period the U. 8. A. air foree stotioned la Britoto bomM lbs 
plaM 1 Withshnsh avea ; Ouxbavsn ; hnnm ; Kiel i Smik 
(Mgiiiin): Aatwmp; MoxttoWsil Qmmaay ; VwmOi ib 
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HAsaixe (Fr»iioe) ; Baaumont-ltrBogtsr ; Le Mans (Fraiio«»). The dama^ 
to the wax potential of Germany is not poaeible to ^timate 
ejW ao<mraoy. It has been reported that damage to the Bheniah- 
Westphaha area centering around the Rurh has aafTered a 85 per 
cent drop in production, aooounting for a 10 per cent drop through* 
out tile whole of the Beioh. What the Burh stands for in the 

indnstrial life of the country is indicated by the following figures : 

Germany gets 67 per cent of her hard« coal from this region : 80 per 
cent^ of her coke ; 60 par cent of her pig iron : and 60 per cent of her 

special stetis. Under threat of bombs she might disperse her 

mdustrial plants all over the Belch, beyond the range of Anglo- 
American lumbers ; but coal and iron mines, and certain parts of 
the industrial plants cannot be removed. There is no doubt that 
gre^ hopes were built on those bombings as wrcckiog German moral 
and German industrial plants that supply the armies in the fields 
with instruments and implomtmta of war. The Prime Minister of 
Britain in his speech made to the United States Congress on May 
19, 1943 recommended this air war as **an oxporiment worth trring as long 
as other measures were not excluded". Ho acknowLdgjd that 'opinion was 
divided as to whether air power alone could lead to collapse in Germany 
and Italy." 


The experience since then, during about seven or eight months, 
with 1000-bomber attacks, has not uphold those hopes. The question 
has also been raised whether these bombings are as 
How otlMUTe In effective in destruction as these have been represented 

destruction to be. Prof. Sidney Fay of Harvard^ University 

( U. S. A. ) has raised, the question thus : *'To read the 
British official accounts of the first mass raid on Cologne in May, 
1942, one would conclude that this first-class industrial city and rail 
centre had suffered an irreparable blow. But oue wonders. If the 
damage was as great as implied, why should it bo nocessary to attack 
it again and again in 1943 with lopeatud mass raids : 1,00(1 tons 
dropped on Juno 16, 1,600 on June 28, 1,000 on July 3, and again 
more than 1,000 on July 8 ? This last raid was actually the 119th 
air attack on Cologne since the war began." Prof. Fay is a support^ 
of the plan to bomb the Axis Powers into submission. And in bis 
artiele he has accumulated almost all the evidence of the destruction 
caused. He made special mention of the blasting of the largest 
reservoir dams in the Reich" — the Moehne Dam being 2, 407 ft. 
long and 122 ft high, and £der Dam 1,312 ft. long and 184 ft. high— on 
May 16, 1943. Photographs showed that the currents suddenly rtieased 
drowned 4,000 people and rendered 1,50,000 men, women and ohildren 
homeless, submerging roads, silting electrical plants, destroying bridges, 
railway road beds. Since then the tempo of wr attacks 

on Germany has been raised higher. But signs of a ooUapse have 
not made their appearance. . 

Thus we have been left* in the region of speculations as far as 
invasion the continent of Europe by the Allies was concerned. Bi 
the beginning of 1943, the President of the United 
States took the unprecedented step of leaving the 
country and meeting the British Prime Minister at 
Ottsabla"^ in north-west Africa across 2J)00 mllsg 
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of Attaolia wotort ; hm they hove been repraioiited as having deviged 
an offensive that would result in the “unoonditioual surrender** c^the 
Axis Fowere* Badios have sought to drive home into the minds of 
peoples of Europe that deliveranoe was near at hand, that the leaders 
of the ''United Nations** had determined that their enemies should 
"unconditionally surrender," and that this declaration should be a spur 
to them to rise against the invaders. In tbo middle of May t^y 
again met,p this time at Wasiiington, to discuss and evaluate the 
progress of events. Into this conference came Sir Archibald WavelK 
eommander-in-chief and two other commanders from India* It 
appears from Mr. Churchill's speech to the U. B. A. Congress that 
the difficulties of carrying on the war against Japan from India with 
a view to bring "aid to hard-pressed and long-tormented China** 
were threshed out in "friendly candour". The British Prime Minister 
gave assurance on behalf of his Government that as soon as they were 
rriieved of the war in Europe by the "unconditional surrender’* of 
the European Axis Powers and their allies, the whole offensive 
strength of the British people would be directed to the Far East. This 
IdilowB the time-table that the President and the Prime 
Minister and their "high expert advisers*’ had decided in January, 
1943, that Germany would have priority of attack and defeat — ^that 
"while the defeat of Japan would not mean the defeat of Germany, 
the defeat of Germany would infallibly mean the ruin of Japan”. 


Mr. Chnrehin 
tries to Jastily 
this Btrstegy 


Mr. Churchill felt constrained to give this explanation because 
he know that a "substantial segment of Americah opinion" felt that 
the U. 8. A. should turn its "chief present energies 
against the Jap'*. We summarise from the New York 
Tima the many influences that were giving point to 
this argument. Geography, old hates and fears, and 
honest military opinion unite the diverse groups which believe the 
defeat of Japan more urgent and more important than the defeat of 
Germany. The West Coast faci^d the Orient. Isolationists still nourished 
their conviction that the U. S. had no business in "Europe's messes*'; 
still argued "privately” that Japan was the • only one that had 
attacked them. And "a considerable number of sense-making military 
officers and civilian observers believe and can show that Japan is 
more dangerous than many Americans realise." A. U. S. Senator 
appears to have given voice to these "collective sentiments’* at a 
meeting of the Senate which forced Mr. Churchill to enter into the 
argument. Senator Chandler bad argued his points thus : (1) Japan 
may become 'unbeatable if given time to consolidate ' its vast territorial 
conquests : (2) China may soon be forced to drop out of the war unless 
given substantial help : (3) Britain and Bussia are both likely to drop 
out of the war as soon as Germany is finished, leaving the U. S. 
to fight Japan alone : (4) in that case, the U S. wiJl be helpless 
to intervene as its former Allies divide up the world at the peace 
conference : (5) the failure of Britain’s 20,00,000-man army in India to 
oust 60,000 Japs from Burma already indicates Britain's lack of deter- 
mination. It is reported that none in the Senate could or cared to 
refute the arguments of Senator Chandler. And Mr. Cliurchill bad to 
take up the task, and give the assumneo on Mialf of his Goyomment 
that "we will wage that war side by side with you in accordance with 
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Ihe bati stalagie Mnskymenl of our foroat, while ibeva ia faraelh in our 
bodiaa ead while Uood flows through our vaiea.*' 

ICr. Ohnrehill was here sp^ldiig of the fotore. At the time ho was 
pledging the word of hie nation to a war with Japan till victory waa 
gaifled. the reports of the fn>nt where his foroes ware 
^iaagle vper^ A speeially engaged in^ trying to break thion|d> the 

ittw dimselilas Japanese defences in " Burma were none too ohearfnh 

Thir fivei*moBtha-old enterprise to-retake t^ west' eoaa t 
of Burma wan ending in failura. The main British objeetive had been 
to take Akyah. ^the' small seaport in Burma nearest ibdia. Its sueeasa 
depandedi on "speedy movement and sea landings*' ; and "neither wee 
iortbooming/* By lud the idmost impassable mountains and hiUa 
nmaing botNi and south between India and Burma barred the way to 
"alt M diversionary foroes" ; the major effbrt to le-oonqner Burma 
must be made, by aea» with landings, in the western, coast ; Batween 
these stood "a Japaaaasr fleet in bei^." AH' the reporta» BdtiiA or non* 
Britiafa, spoke o£ the difficulties of the tarraini of the new teohnigne 
developed by Nie Japanese in this war of and through juntfes. This 
plea onid^ by this time to have been discarded, as it is dlflicnlt to 
bdaave tiiat the army that was sent from India did not contain a 
sufficdent nomber of soldiers recruited fronr the hill tribes of the 
noc!th*west» of the Himalayan rangss^Patbans, Gurkhaa. BhuNyae^ 
Assamnnm Qsros, E^kis and others numerous to mention. If these 
hill tribes oould not supply jungle fighters bom to the game,, there 
most be something wrong somewhere that has yet to be found by 
the organisers who sspire to beat the Japanese. They have to meet 
impatienoe and oritioism from their own people. This is hew the 
New York weekly’— ’2Vme — ^frames these ; 

"The troops used hsd been trained for the desert, hid ouly a lew weeks 
iimgle experience. They never solved Japsnese tacti?s, never exploited the jnnsls. 

throngh dtsesac and actiou approached 10 1 |mt cent in the oilginal 
nnita ; re-plaoemeuta had even leas training, hence the troops toscame rawer md 
tuwwK* Oommandera were no more prepared for the jungte than the sokitera ; thm 
showed a aingnlar lack of knowledge and imaghutlon in their ooadnot of the 
campaign.’' 

In Britain also this campaign Was expected to be "a lEdjmble" under- 
taking that would help to retrieve the prestigo of the British army and 
triiditioDS built by it in the ^Middle and Far East. 
flupplT ditflesltfea The failure of the expedition created a feeling that it 
Aalkera was not easy for the Chuicbill Ministry to easily 
mollify. By the third week of May, 1948, news ci 
this diaoomfiture was atre^ar intervals being broken to the British 
pnhUo. Graham Stanford, London Daily Mail special oomespondant 
with the British foroes in Burma", in summing up the situation mads 
xwferenoa to "infiltration by small Japanese parties in tlm Arakan 
this has become a "bogy since the beginning.’ Why, it has not 
been explained. The Wingate expedition bad during this 
for about three months apart of North Burma between the Chindwin 
and the Irrawaddy. A map in a Doily Mail issue trsoed the progress 
of tbil omrfltloii wWoh took the roiders to Myitkyin* ond po^ 
tlmnkh tiio of Ifonipor on ito retnrn joatney. Hm story told 

^aS Sa nd jnogle wttbrs-tho difflenlties ii»do so 
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much of in despatches from Arakan in 1943, and during 1948 in Burma 
and Malaya — need not ha trotted out on occasions as an uxouse for 
failure of campaigns against Japan. These have lost novelty even to 
the man in the street. Incidentally the story told revealed tbat the 
organization for "jungle warfare*’ need not be a long or difficult task. 
Tito JBrHish contingent in the Wingate expedition were made up of 
"medium-sieed, rather sallow operatives from Lanchashire mills and 
factones"; within six months Brigadier Wingate, leader of the expedition, 
had '**tttmed*' these men into expert jungle lighters who could stalk 
eitlier Jap or wild animals in the forests and mountains with Indian 
stealth". The British organisers in India had at their command this 
"Indian stealth" for ^more years than one can^ remember ; why they 
couM not use this "Indian" skill in fighting the Japanese during these 
more than eighteen months in the wilds and jungles of Asakan and 
other areas further north, the world does not yet know. If Lanca- 
shire mill operatives and faciory workers could Ito trained into expert 
jungle fighters in course of six mon^, the children of bills and jungles 
of India should not have taken this much time. The Delhi-Simla 
military bureaucracy have somehow failed to utilize their services. And 
it would be wise for tlieir propagandists to refrain from mentioning 
those dilTicultics of jungle warfare in their propaganda sheets Silence 
is golden bare. The failure of supply al^io was mentioned — jungle war- 
fare was handicapped by "a complicated supply system In the second 
week of May, a New Delhi message elaborately explained the varions 
causes of this ssit-baok. The event was thus described: "The diffi- 
culty is that the J aps as a people are accustomed to a strenuous life on 
the diet which is easily carried, while British troops depend still on 
tinned foods, tea and condensed milk to keep up strength. Even 
Indian troops require more food than the Japanese." There abo appears 
to have been faulty co-ordination of activities by the land, sea and air 
forces. The British came to within 25 miles* of Akyab, main Japanese 
supidy base in tlio area, the only piirt in ubrth-west Burma, capture 
of which would have opened the way to Mandalay to them, as well 
as enabled them to dominate this part of the Bay of Bengal. Similar 
misfortune happened in another front to the Japanese. They failed to proceed 
nearer than 3C miles to Port Moresby in the New (Guinea island the 
capture of which would have brought them to Australia, These are 
instances of the fickleness of war’s fortunes. The re-opening of the 
Arakan campaign six fionths later ( November, 1943) has not improved 
matters for any of the combatant armies, as we write these lines 
( January, 1944 ). The day-light bombing of the Calcutta Port area 
in December ( 1943 ) wa'8 spectacular. That it could not be followed 
was a proof that air cover over eastern India had reached a pitch 
which Japanese tacticians bad to take careful note of. It may, perhaps, 
also he that following German strategy Japan was organising her defenrive* 
aiTangements aii4 building some sort of a "JBV)rtre88" in south-east Aebu 
At the end of the period we have been dealing with (January— June, 
1948), the Japanese have not been dislodged from any of the far- 
flung strong-holds vrhioh they have captured from the 
III tbs north A Allies or established in the mainland of Af^ In 
sMib Pseltis brsot Ibousaiids of ishinds end atolls in the area 
stretching from Timor in the Dutch Bast Ip 
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the Solomon Islands— forming an arc of about 3,000 maas. A D. 8. A, 
estimate has it, published in the last weak of June. 1943, that the 

Japanose air foroe scattered along the South Pacific front probably 

totals 1500 to 2,000-a good many mom than the AUios have 
mastered m the same theatre”. The air bases built by the 

Japanese in this area had brought them within %omber range’* 
of the northern territory” of Australia : Babaul, the great Japanese 
base in New Britain, about 1,000 -miles north-east from Townsville 
in Queensland ; Koepang, 600 miles north-west from Darwin which is the 
only worth-while port and base on the northern cost of Australia, and 
Wewak in New Guinea is only 700 miles off. Their names mour 

ever again during this period as points of attack by U 8. and 

Australian air and naval forces, as places from which the Ja|»aiiose 

sent their raiders on Allied cuiicontrations. During the ^latter halt 
of 1943 American and Australian bombers appeared to have rendered 
inoffensive curtain of these bases, specially those in Now Guinea^ 
New Georgia, Eendova, Bougainville— Munda and Viru in the second 
and Kahili in the last. Bombing expeditions over the Qilburt and 

the Marshall Islands further north approaching the ‘‘Fortress'* built 
by Japan in th * mandated ishindt*, have b^Mn reported. In the 

farthest north the island of Attu was cleared of Japanese ioroes. 
Ghicagof Harbour was the last to surrender. The success of this 
side-show was not unimportant, as the following considerations will 
show. 


The loss of the Aleutians has removed from under her feet the 
stepping-stone from which Japan could have tried to jump on Alaska 
and Canada's west coastal areas. *Bhe had built a 
slihLi.li * bomber runway” at Attu ; its lose has rendeved the 
^ boes ‘‘fighter runway” built at Kiska inoffensive. It has 

also laid open to U. 8. A. attack the Kurile T^aods, 
600 miles off — not a great distance tor nutilern iK^mhars. 

And wo have been told that though Tokyo is 2,000 miles 

from there by air, it “is not a large gap to cover.” This is propaganda 
we kr*ow ; for during the present war half of that gap has not been easy to 
cover. Instances of such adventure have been rarest. Of couree, air-craft 


tor ni(»dern iK^mbars. 
Tokyo is 2,090 miles 


carriers from which Tokyo was once in a while in April, 1942, bombed, was 
a different proposition But there arc even in their casf^ difficulties in 
the way. Otherwise, bombers over Japan would have Wn more 
frequent. And the leaders of the Allitni Powers kn w that the time 
for such improvisations is not yet They have recognised the fact that 
for the suecefts of any such venture, some attacks on the island home 
of the Japanese people, they would have . to depend on Soviet Russia. 
Mr. Churchill thouglit loudly of such an eventuality when in the last 
week of May, 1943, he— “seated side by side with Presidout Boosovelt 
in the President’s study at White House”— to quote from the London 
Uailv MitU correppondent at Washington, bespoke fcuch hdp : 

was no sn ret thst the Alius would like lo niuke use of .-<ibensu baist 
at an appropriate time for l>onii»iiia o|ieri»tioiis aa*iusi Jaimii**. 

This kite-flying coincided in time with the visit of Mr. Joseph Davis, 
some-time H. S. A. ambassador at Moscow, to Marshal Stalin with a 
“sealed” letter to him from his President. The world's Press was 
busy speculating on the contents of this letter. We have seen .a 
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Tmion to my that the letter oontaioed among many other topioe 
a reqaeet for permissioii to aee hy the Allied Fbwera ol the Siherian 
baaea to which Mr. Ghnrohill had made auoh. wiatfnl refecenoe. 
ICarahid Stalin haa not yet been able to accede to the reqneat of 
hia weatem alliea. The "appropriate time** haa not comci appropriate 
to Soviet intereata and naoeaaitiea, thbngh there has bean a meeting 
at the capital of Iran of the three leaders of the principal "United Nationa". 
Japan waa having a needed reapite. 

Allied military oommentatom have begun to say that Japan waa being 
forced, as Germany haa hecoi on the defensive ; that her strategy was 
"to hold every Inch of this outer rim (in the Padfio) 
Wer wearinen^ as long as possible, to make every Allied move as 

a war waapea eximsive as possible'*. It is being contended that the 

Allies could well afford to stand this expense which 
Japan could not. They were better able to stand a long war. Up to 
the end of 1942 the Allied Powers built their hopes of dtimate victory 
on a long-drawn war ; their industrial potentiality, specially of the 
United States, would, it was claimed, enable them to outstay the power 
of endurance of the Axis Powers ; they hoped by prolonging the war 
to create war weariness amongst the peoples of the Axis countries and 
break their morale. But such a strategy out both ways. The leaders 
of the Allied Powers were conscious of this development. Mr. Ghurohill 
gave expression to fears and hopes bearing on this subject, sometime 
in May, 1948. 

‘‘There is one grsvc dsnger whicYi will go along with us until the end. That 
danger is the nndne prolong.itibn of the war. It in in the dcagjring out of war 
at enomioua expense till the democracies are tired or bored or epiit uist the main 
hopea of Germany and Japan must now reside. We must destroy this Iiope ae we 
have deatroyed so many othere”. 

But this was speaking of the future. In the immediate present, the 
present that we have been speaking of- the first six months of 1943^ 

, Japan was on the top grade. Her Premier, (General 

Hideki Tbjo, siiealdng at the 82nd Extraordinary Session 
meat and toterests Imperial Diet, held in the second week of June, 

reiterated the permanent element of- his country's foreign 
policy;— "It is Japan’s immutable policy to free Greater Asia from age- 
long An^o-Saxon domination*'. Beturning from a tour in the Greater 
East Asia Go-Prosperity region a few w^ks later, he could report that 
the peoples of tbese areas undoritood . "Nippon's true iutentious" and 
were "ooucontrating full efforts to destroy the. Anglo-Aulerican Powers.” 
As preliminary steps towards securing this "oollaboration” Japan had 
taken certaiQ stops that would appeal to the interests and santi- 
ments of the peoples oonoerned. Svst.oame the Nanking administra- 
tion It has been given a certain amount of more power in the 
administrative field ; its fighting forces under Japanese officers were 
being given a little more military training with modem arms and 
SB^unitions ; tbese were being used for garrison duty thus relieving 
regtdar Japanese units. In the session of the Imperial Diet referred 
to above the Japanese Pr^er promised "to accord the honour of 
iudepondenoe to the Philippinee in the oourse of the current year”* 
he intended to realise this state of affairs as early as posslhb in 
Java--and Burma." India also was not forgotten by him. "Japan 





INDIA IN HOMB PCMUT7 


rm 


is nscdrsd to ensiUs Indis to obtidn hiU indopoodsn^ ths tras 

ssnsa ot the term”, dedaied he : end Sahhee Ohendre Been e emy 
oi Uberstion” was being nursed end lioksd into shape ly ^ JsjpaneM 
war lords, if we understand aright the words of IsMtd uiuitngows 
Home Secretary uttered in reply to a questeon 
Ooontul of State. Thailand received .slices of temtory"-jahont a8,7TO 
square milea — transferred to her from the Malaya States as an eanm 
of better things to come.” * These items of nows pointed out to the 
nrooess by which Japan was trying to lay the foundatton stoM of asr 
"Gireater Asia Oo-prosperity Sphere”, and strengthening their setting. 

As against this political strategy, Britain and the United 
have not boon able so far to put a better show, to a hsstar 

sounding-board. In the “protectorate” of Burma, J^pea 
Theeasaol aUe to place at the head of the adrtiitis* 

* tralion. Dr. Ba Maw, a former Premier of Bu^ 
whom the ‘British had to imprison for a httle whu 
during the last days of their w^mo in .toe country. In Ito 
Philippines, men like Mayor Jorge Vargas of MamU, onm a dose 
dl President 'Quezon and Genml MaoAraui^ '}»** 
“eoUahorating” with the new ruling authorities. A U. a A. .^MioM 
mark Lee, Assocaatod Press Paoifio oorrsyondent, hw «d that it 
iJSdd not be reaUstic to write oT’ such men t 

This writer has also deseribod how Japan 
nstural and human resources of thew temtonM lor 

bIS and the United States » yereent of tto staffs of thsBik^ 
IGnistries of Commerce and Industry, et 
i^cultuiu and Education, together 

^ jL£hn2a 

’th^ ^iuto Anj^American oapifc^ni*^^ 

Mr. Lee appears to toink to^*so. Already thay 

success of this ^irjla!? to^I^ tbs "ifitary. «eciio^ 

Japimte kavliif political eonsolidttiop” ?IISbiii^*^hroiii® •aA 

oopper ; from for eviatioB 

oontiug from the fiSeT*^*** Borneo corns ooal, 

gasoline comes froui the Sumatr ; Indo^bine 

high-grade petroleum, gold, pefcroleiim; and ju 

supplies rice and rubber, ^ Japan can use • 

We^hjS SabSi S to •***«I^ 

she has been dispjw ug -li-dy be« li* y 

^flu^ SEwna. »§ **“ *^?’ 

In North China, Korsa, on*W^ Toksoi Tdmhamni Hifefni 
tOmiat prewniru from the eitus « *«»»«• 

SBOD 
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Onkft, Bhimonewki, and Ifoji— all ooaeaiitratad in font atoaa along 
a 440 mile strip of coast sooth and west of Tokyo. Japan has also 
began trying to connect Bbanghai irith Bingapora by ndlway. This wonid 
give bar a net>work of interior conunnnioafions— aeenring to bar a position 
almost as strong as Germany’s in Borope. These defenshra arrangemsats 
follow the pattern set np in erery country that has be«i caught up by 
“total war”. 

We hava brought out the story of Japan's fight with the Angto-Amer* 
lean Powers. But the key-stone of the offensive operations diraotad 
- , „ ■ . ag^nst her lies in Ohina — she who has home the heat 

OriaPs burden, the sorrows and sidferings, the insults 

oofi indignities at the bands of her rapadons neighbour 
. for six long years — for four years Unaided by anybody, 

and for ths last two years with inadequate help from these two leaders 
of the "'Dnitad Nations". The New York weekly — TitM — in its issue of 
July IS. 1948,^ gives a “balanea sheet" of the sixth year of her war 
with Japan : "two terriUe famines that swept Honan and Kwantnng ; 
a priee level now 67 times the pre-war level ; the throttling grip of 
Uodmde ; the hunger of vast armies tor medicines and munitions : 
the creeping pardysis of transport.” As against this is to be put the 
"only major Japanese military drive-~the oampaign in western Bnpdir— 
(that) ^ been smashed”: tiis Ohinese dr fores has “takan the air for the 
first time in several years, shot down enemy planes, and. eo-opseatad 
with the n. B. 14th Ait Faroe”. This report does but ^va a very 
inadequate future of the China front as it was being sought to be 
batkM^ down by Japan. Outing the whole of ICarob,. 1948, the Japunssa 
threw “an eight-proirged drive' sonthward toward huge dyke-bound Tnngr^ 
ting Lake". The campaign had an eooaemte' ebieetive— it "seriously 
interfered vnth the spring plantings of rioe and cotton in one of China’s 
toofswfsrtBe basins." The blaatingaf tiie dykes of the Lake flooded 
ahuge asea west of it wUeb not only fed lakhs olsoldfsra but people 
b for distant ptovfnees." KgUtsreeks bter the Japanese triad toeivimt 
tUs pesitien by driving toward lii* key monntab pa ss es-— Thyairinmn 
and Ofa^yaag. Bot they nut wMr stiff reeistsnee hsm. The Chinese 
threw ora^’' abb bto the fight and broke the Japanese fomMtiens 
stattoasd at tin Tnyasdnran Fuss: and pursnsd them east. By the 
first week, of June mporte of "tim victory on the Tangtas” eooM be 
given to be wotl4 "Bkinants cd fibre Japanese diriabna" folbwed by 
soldlars of the “puppsti’ regime ni Nank^ warn hnrrybg haek. totiie 
north of thnsivar. Ten niilM up tin rivar from bhang stands a 
ssammoth slsb of took oellsd BhihpaL Bseo was ^ to the 
fhstifisatiboB otCsntaal Ohba”; against it the JapaMse^jhiaw foil 
thiae divisions. But tha dslsnoa hold. And tba attashnw'kiad to boat 
a qpdsk latraat. "Tbs Ohbsoa had dahatod tba largast stagfil striUi^ 
teoa tiw J ap a n s s a had pot tegetlisr riaaa Burma b 194S” b tha Ofaiaa 
bent. This gavaaaaw aonfidonea to tiia Ohbssa thsmsslvsei pot heart 
bto Osb soaifiilly-iraiMi ab faraa. and dsmombatsd tha vatas of tha 
kelp bat tiia Ifth V. B. Mt Wtam eodd tsndac to Ohba. Thb 
iosea was statfa n sd b basH b Senth drina. it hnnisd to Osataal 
Oban b tfana to atanifllua tha sawn Ab lutes of (Aba vriwa news 
flf Mtis Jap i n pi ottMatye r eeebe d it 
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Bat this Tiotory did noft Msura ttie Ohinaia paonla tiial daliyaraiiaa 
ms naar. Sha oonldnot forget that Japan had M^t her nnprapaiad 
Chte'a immr mi ^ ^ modam War ; that viotory in this war 

tai^Bsailtiesl ooma out of affaotiTa help hrom the Wastam 

stfstagf world that had not fait able till the sixth year of 
the war to aooept her as an agnal in the comity of 
modam nations. Bitter axpaxianoa has bean taaehing her how 

depandant she was for snrriTal as an indapandent nation on this 
worid lying aoroas tan thousand miles of ocean watars» the waters 
of three of the greatest oceans. This dapandanoa was brought homo 
to her by three facts aTan during 1943. Madame Ohiang Kai-ahak 

had to undartalm a journey to the United States to plead with the 

l eaders of the **Unitad Nations" for greater help to her war-BoarTed 
people. Lientenant*General Arnold* cbiri of U S. Air Force* ms 

sent to Chungking by President ]^sevelt, with instructions to **flnd 
out how best to build up an air strength in China". The gist of 
his report is nos of a hopefnl nature ; a idseable air force could not 
be maintained in China *'if it must be supplied by air alone" ; 
real sod effeotbrc help to China could only come when **a land 
supply route" has been cleared. The easiest was "probaMy through 
Burma", as a commentator has surmised. That has yet to come. 
The other bet that has been disturbing the mind of China is the politioal 
strategy that Japan has been directing to secure the help of Asiatic 
people to uphold her ^'Qreatev East Asia Co-Prospexity S^era*'. We 
bam tried' to indicate abom certain of the lines followed by her. Mayor 
Varfsi’ speech cm the annimrssry of the Bret Pearl Harbour day 
liiridag the forfunca ef the Philipphies with tboee of Japan* Vt* Ba 
Ifasr's deelaraitkm ttiat the blood of Burmeee would Bow for making 
the **Qreater Bail Alia Co*Proiperity j^bere" dream into a reallty~ 
tlieee may ham no intrineic mine of tbrir own. But publie men 
sod!, puhEcieti in China who have felt m thoir bones the mmi tfeetrmaess 
of TapensSTt methoda of war and who know their Japan if anybody In this 
wenid eanbeaaid to knar her as weD-<-they have never been besn able to 
foe ma elf es to the ChuzclriU strategy that mled the * Un i l e i 
Msiigns^ ^- Oe tmaay tome Bist» Uien Japan. Their impatieooe wilh thie 
B^y has been weMaowa. It loiuid anew expreseioninrim Marsh of 19At 
wtsm Jspaseee n or dka were driving to the rise howf ’ ef China 
tyiai norA-wueS ei Tongtiog Lake. The Oommuniet newspapm of 
QWmgMnf — Til Kung Paa-*~eekBd: 


t«o and ksif 

rr» 


spmji 


I in aise aonHis, in sue and 

uhifli the United JistioBs are 


erin 


The monlhe that have loUomd rihoe then have not them the 
**1Mtia MalioBs” to military advantage in the front tM Jenan has 
^ oreated in east Asia far Bmidatiiig Angto-AnMulean 

** domlnatioB from Ao BboCh^Ae mrld’e popnlatioai 

huddled in thie re gfon. Tbm wosid hae oome A 
know rinoe Deeember T» IMl, bow strong A«sa Is. 
It has olhm wcndeied at the my that OUna has basn able A 
Bgbt haA As snoeasaive mvss of Ji^PMsas snata as tte Ave 
' A engulf her. We have often ssllsd B a ^ mira ale " , and have 
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iriad to andentond and explain it. In Vol. I of 1942 of the Indian 
Annual Register we made a special attempt to do so. As months 
have hean added to months and lengthened into years our wonder 
S|nd admiration ^ have grown at this spectacle. The Generalissimo 
•ind^ Madame Ohiang Kai-shek have represented to us the heroic 
Bfnrit of this ancient people — a co-equal with ours in time and in 
the agelem i^ilosophy of decent human conduct. Their deeds have written 
their names in imperishable letters in the world's history. Their 
speeches and messages have carried to the world's farthest comers 
the call to heroic endurance in the cause of national self-respect. 
The majority of these, addressed as these wore to the Chinese 
people, could not be understood by non-Ghinese-spealcing peoples. It was 
only recently, on the sixth anniversary of Japan's unprovoked and 
undedaied war on China, that 60 of the Generalissimo's speeches 
and messages have been compiled and made available to English- 
ipeaking peoples, in a volume entitled — Hesistunce and Reconstrvikion, 
Extracts from these have brought us near to an explanation of the 
'*ihirade*’ in China. These give us an idea of the "strategy ut 
vast APftoe*' 'by the adoption of which China's military leadership has 
been able to hold back Japan for six long years. On October 26, 1988, 
the Oeneralissimo indicated it thus : 

''Quf plan has been to establish the bases of our resistaiioe, not along the 
oosst or rivera or at can tree of communioatiou but in the vast interior...»..(Tha) 
<irar..«...ls beyond eonaideemtions of time and apac^** 


But it Is not military acumen only that has enablad the Chinese 
people to wdthstand Js(panes8 attacks. The ^ of the people has 
been transbrxncd itato a ^pewenC^ weapon’*, into a 
UEbafskspaol **dynamlo iolW. When Js^^ launched on her 

tlwIsiM **.011^ Incident*', her milhamto failed to take into 

account this impalpable force. The Generalissimo 
who bad his miHtary training in Japan and came to know of the 
Ismitatkms df this group, put his dngers on these on April 10, 1940 : 


‘‘Nothing will ever make (the Jspaneae) uinlerstand the meaanve of the apirltnal 
sliiiigih of Our people; tlicir igaoraiioe of ihe age is iiicursble, and of Ohms atill 

These quotarions prepare our minds for the future of China in 


the oomity of modem nations. It was skeloht d put In words that are 
tma to the traditions of a country that had put the soldier at the lowest 
mag of the social hierarohy. On November 17, 1942, the Generalissimo 



This repudiation by China's supreme leader of "'Chinese imperialism” 
of which certain Bcro- American puUioists have already begun to 
talk is a sign-post that should be taken note oL 
aim ilmisgf It gives ex^wssioa to a hope that perhaps may not 
laViscIBsma be fulfilled If human natuie^ — Buxo-American human 

nature xettmr tiian Asiatio^oes not tmdeigo more 
moical ohapge in its menU mahe-np. Bnt in the Ihriiig pn s s in t 
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the men eed women of Chine he^e been writing in Uood end teem 
their repndietion of the oennibel principle in 8tete*ora!t. Their Western* 
ellies can but send them trickles of help on which to sustain their 
offensive and defensive arrangements. The situation, as it is, is not 
satibfectory if we are to judge by the Articles that have ben appear* 
in the Press of the United States. We have abroad y referred to one 
such article which had a ^bnsaiionai heading Japan has already 
won her war. We have culled from it the items that indicaM 
how Japan has been stabilizing her position owing to the failure of 
the two leaders of the **United Nations" — Britain and the United 
States— to disturb her from the juicy portions of the newly ^got 
possessions. Another article, written after an actual tour of the 
fighting fronts in the Pacific area, by Hans Baldwin, military editor 
of the JNew York Times, is more disturbing. It tries to throw the 
spot-light on the Pacific strategy of the Allied Powers, on the 

deficiencies that mark the China front. He discussed the possibilities 
of the various routes from which the heart of the Nipponese 
empire could be attacked. Mr. Baldwin thinks that 

as "the real, almost insuperable problem is supply", that as 
China is virtually cut off from the world, the strategists of the Allied 
command have to find a route of supply. The British thesis appears 
to be that the winning of the "Burma Boad" would open out such 
a route ; the U. S. thesis appears to be that on the lndo*Burma 
frontier the Allies should keep the Japanese engaged and try to 
send supplies to China through India, while the main attack on Japan 
should come from the sea and air, starting from Hawaii. Mr Baldwin 
subjects by implication the British thesis to criticism by making 
^ht of the possibilities of the "Burma Boad". As one ground division 
in active combat consumes about 18,900 maunds of ammunition per day,— > 
the "Burma Boad*' which used to bring about one third of this weight 
every day, cannot be much of a help by itself alone in modern warfare. 
The east coast ports of China are all in Japanese possession. Canton, 
lor instance, us^ to admit about eight times the supplies that could 
be carried on the "Burma Boad". The capture of these ports from 
the land side would require the conquest of Burma, Malaya, Thailand, 
and French Indo-China. And "in those jungles and steamy vastnesses 
the enemy might be able to hold out for years". Without Bussia's 
hdp (ff connivance war cannot be brought to bear against "Japan's 
continental power". She is a great sm power slso, and it has become 
the spemai United States job to tighten the ring that encircles 
Japanese stroni^olds— from Australia and the Solomons, fi'om the 
Almitians, from India and China. But 

nhe matn effort may well be westward from Hawaii and Midway-^a diseot 
thrast agslBst the heart of Japan.* 


Tba division of work sketehed by Mr. Baldwin appears to xelegats 
the Burma fronts and the base in India, to a subordinate poslticm* 
The sxmounoement in the last week of June, 194S, 
that Sir Ardtibald Wavell, commander-in-chM of 
Lsdia, , would snooeed Lord Linlithgow as its 
CbfeKiKw-CliBefal, snggested other ebangse in 
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with this BpeculatioD. Sir Archibald had been Bniveme commandar 
of the A. B. 0. D. forces in their fight against Japan during the 
disastrous months of 1942 Did his record in this campaign connt 
in this ebangeK>yer as Sir Olande Auchinlek's Lybia record had sent him 
into temporary eclipse ? It is uselesa for ns to speonlate on the 
▼ariouB considerations that mnst have inflnenced the British War 
Cabinet to relieve Sir*^ Archibald of his life's vocation and to send 
him to the gilded chambers of Delbi-Simla. British military policy 
has seen to it that the people of India do not develop their mUitary 
instincts and jndgment. We, therefore* cAnnot jndge Sir Archibald 
as a leader of men in modem warfare. We can only share with 
onr readers what a U. 8. commentator said of him dnripg the 
Lybian campaign: 

^'Up to the early sammer of 1941 he had not learned to handle a large force as 
ably as he has repeatedly ahowu that he Ska handle a small force. When die 
Italians entered the war in June, 1940, General Warell had a conpaot little arny 
in the Western Desert. He moved it easily and beantifully, holding off the Italian 
lores ten tiroes the alae of hie own. Qradualiy, aa the Middle Bastem ioices 
expanded under his feet, he floated out of depth. 1^ himrer the foroes* eqnipsMnt 
and units he had to handle became, the harder General Wavell found it to keep 
oontrol.** 


To a layman this criticism pointed out to a ladk of the 
power of co-ordination from which Lord Linlithgcm's administration of 
... . India has suffered the most during the war years 
(1989 — *48). The Oovernor-Qeneral-to-be when he was 
called upon in the opening months of 1942 to guide 
the AUied forces in east Asia had an almost impossible* sitnation to 
handle owing to the supineness of London and the crass inoompe- 
tenoe of the local administrations. The conceit of an imperial race 
had twisted all natural human relatiod in the "dependent" part of 
the empire, and the sullen but silent discontent of the subject 
population found expression in non-co-operation with war activities, 
and when the Japanese actually attacked, in armed revetit against the 
hiling authorities. The self-complaoenoe of the Imperial General Staff 
had neglected to organise the forces and resources of the "dependent" 
empire with a view to fight a modern war which we have been told 
is ^'total war" requiring the co-operation of the heart, mind and 
body of the people conceraed. The empire statesmen of^ Britain had 
under-estimated all the material and non-material dissatisfactions that 
Japan would exploit and inflame against the racial arrogance of the 
Euro-Ammican peoples. It is these inadequacies of Britain's imperial 
policy th2 Sir Archibald Wavell had at short notice been required to 
patch up in 1942. And if he failed to meet the demand, the faul| 
was not his alone, but of the system. He was part of a machiM 
and that machine went wrong. His individual responsibility for the htmk^ 
down in the military campaign will be assessed by the future historuoi. 


Now that he has been called upon to play a new rob the 
publicist in India will naturally bunt out his political idqae and 
aflBlUtions. He is said to have helped to ease tiip 
air AieUbald as situation in Egypt when Sa'ad Zaglul Pasha was 

• fcllilslsa leading that peopl^ We have not heard that when 

Sir Stafford Oripps came out on his mission to Lidbi 
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and Sir Arohibald wai oommaiidar-iii-chiof of Indiot fto lattor wm uy 
way helfdol in trying to enlist naiionalist Hidian feeling on the 0 f ^ 
AQied cause. We know that he had interriewa with the Oongfoci 
Pfosident, Moulana Abul Ealam Asad, and. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 
lor the purpose of evolving a adf-reapeotiDg formula for the .defenoe 
arrangements of the country the failure to find li^ioh was one of the 
cansitf of the rejection of the Cripps proposals.* It may be that the 
individual in Sir Archibald could not rise' above the British class 
interests and conceits that really guided and ruled the IMhi-Simla 
bureaucracy. That was in 1942. Fifteen months later the soldier has 
been made into a politician. His supreme duty now was to bridge the 
'^spiritual alienation” that separated India and Britain. [Die months ahead 
will show how he rises to the call of the situation. 


It is natural, however, on such occasions to speculate on the 
oourse of* activities as it is hoped or apprehended to be pursued by 
the new miec or rulers. In the present instanoe. 
l^Ms M announo«nent of Sir Archibald WaveOs* 

anhlbsld appointment, the speonlaiiDn hat been mostly done by 
tl^ British publimsts, their opposite numbers of India 
having found the thing useless. The soldier hM been made into a 
pcditiciav not because imsuspeoted qualities of statesmanship have been 
^soovered. in hhiH hut because he will be best able “to steer India's 
oourse through the storms of war and the upheaval of an indusMal 
and social lermaking*’, to quote from the editorial in the London 
Obseruer (weekly). The more dever among the interpreters of British 
opinion have sought to build vp a thesis on Uie material improvement 
in the life of our people to be worked under the new Governor* 
General by Axing on an item out of hie "mental hag." The ruling 
classes in modem nations were found prepared to spend thousands d 
ororee of rupees in carrying on the destructive activitius of war ; 
these same ebsses were found to be violently opposed to the spending 
of a few- croros of rupees for the arts of peace that would enrich the 
life of the commonalty of their lande* Sir Archibald had commented on 
this contrast, and British commentators hastened to drive its lessons 
home into us that under the Wavell regime we would have our tfo/ and 
bhai^ and plenty of them. These mentors took pains to educate us anew 
into the belief that the problem in India was not poliMcal alone, 
oonoeraed with her inferior status in the comity of nations ; it was more 
economic concerned with the poverty in the matmal life of India. They 
played round this topic, forgetful that British policy daring the eeniuriee 
has made matters worse, the latest manifestation of which was the 
famine in Bengal that killed off more than twenty lakhs of people. They 
talked, as the London Times did, of pressing on with social and 
economic programmes, too long subordinated to politics and neglected in 
India” ; hoped at the end of this process— * at one later stage to 
gftff ir in practical objectives and measures the^ idease of the will and 
power to co-operate, without which the constitutional outlook ie dark 
indeed.” 


There is nothing new in this line of argument. When alien rites 
are confronted by a political blind alley, they end thgir ap<^j|||^ 
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begin to tolk of the object of dU gorerament being "xoMt miittoii, 
poMoes*'— -the egtoivelent of the Indien (kil bhiit or 
MMlDf a new roft. The Ix>odon THmM was not the only organ 
ehsraetar for him of British opinion that harped on this theme. The 
06ssr vsr talked of the "Industrial Beyolution’* that has 
bton remakmg our life-— "a period comparable in some respects with 
the first decade of Soviet Bussia^** One can only smile at this 
allusion when he remembered that in the land of the Soviets there 
were no aJien rulers to dictate the thoughts and activities of the 
people, DO foreign finance-capital that prefen^d its own interests to 
those of the natives of the soil. The Ecojwmist chimed in with this 
thesis when it wrote : "There can be no better foundation for the 
common cause between • Britain and India than the formulation of steps 
towards social and economic rehabilitation that are needed" ; it talk^ 
of the ^'bread and butter requirements" of India ihat alone can he 
"sure foundation for the bid of this soldier trirned statesman to be 
the last British-chosen Viceroy of India.** 

The similarity of the language used by these three papers cannot 
be accidental. We have yet to find out why they wem led to build 
up a new character for IHeld Marshal Sir Archibald 
As old, ismtiier Wavell as a miraole-man in financial and eoonomio 
tecliaiqae affairs. We propose to wait and see. Xtonng the 

interval we are prepared to leave the subject where it 
was left by Sydney Smith speaking of another vktim of imperiaHsm. 
That was about a hundred years back when Daniel O'Oon^ was 
making a new history for Ireland, and a potato famine was on the 
way to halve the populataon of that island. Those who profitted from 
British exploitation of Ireland had oogent reasons to feel disgosted 
with things as men and nature were making these for the disoomfitnre 
of the ruling classes. And Sydney Smith prescribed lor the ease of 
their souls a nostrum as ineffective in the* 19th oentury as it wili 
prove in the 90th. 

?ihe bbjaot of all goveromeot is roest umtloo, potatoes, darsk, a stout eoastable 
eed hoeest )uatk«, a clear high way and a &f« chml. What trash to be .bawling 
In the streets about the Green Island, the late of the Ocean ; the bold anthem go 
bmgh. A far better anthem would be Brin go bread and cheese, Brin go eabina 
that will keep out the ralna, Brin go peataloena tothont holea in them.** 

^BpecUUly contribnUkL by Sri Sureeh Chandra Ddb.) 
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P ro c e e di n g s of the Council 

Budget Semoii— New Delhi— ISUi. Februenr to 3rd* April 1943 

Railway Budobt voe 1948-44 

The CouDcil Btoto begM its Budget setricm et New Delhi on the tsih. 
FelMMrf 1848, Sir nadahhcy pieeidiDg. Bir fPiieoii. Chief 

CommiMioner (rf Rellwe^e in preeenUng the Reilwey Budget for 1943-44 eeld : 

.. ywr, the reiiwe^e over the mein tnffie loutee he?e been working 

eeeileble eoginee end weMm to full oepecity Men these were not interrupted by 
end oYolonw end by Bebotege. yet the number of wegone loeded up to dete 
this yeer is Im bjr eteut 16 per Mt on the geuge end ebout 17 per eent on the 
mete geuge then in lest yeer. ITus is due to the hold up of wegons in ports end 
mihtmdepoto end to dislooetioo of goods treffio by the movement ole lerger 
number of militery speciel treins.” 

flir Leonard peid e tribute to the Gentrel end Regional Priority Authorities 
which have so ably helped trensportstion end consequently the war effort, by the 
prevention of unneoessery movements of traffic, by distributing traffic between 
evuleble means of transport and by giving priority to Ihe movement ^ commo- 
dities most neoesaerv for the life of the country end for war purposes. 

He added, **Tne shortage of visible supplies of food is one of the major 
diffienltiee with which the country is faced today. Up to date it can be said that 


grains have not been offiered for transport to the extent required to meet the 
demands in the deficient areas. l*he importation from overseas of large quantities 
of wheat, which has been arranged, will help to solve the food problem and 
railways will assist in the distribution of this vital commodity thougn this will 
farther tax the already heavily loaded system, 

**The distarbanoee to railway working due to unforeseen occurrences have been 
more than usual this year. Hors caused some dislocation to the traffic in Bind In 
the early part of the year, there were serious breaches of the lines in Sind, Bihar 
and Assam due to floods during the monsoon and in November a cyclone was the cause 
of a bleach of the line in Orissa. In August a campaign of destruction of the rail- 
ways was started by mumuided people and their ettempts to interrupt oommnni- 
cations adveiaely affected traffic especially in August sud September. The list of dis- 


ways was started oy mumuided people and their attempts to interrupt oommnnl- 
cations adveiaely affected traffic especially io August sud September. The list of dis- 
turbances would be incomplete without reference to enemy bombing though this haa 
not been severe. Our expenditure has been increased by the employment of many 
additional men for the prevention of accidents due to sabotege and whilst in most 
cases thsir efforts have proved aucceesfui there have been regrettable eoridents to 
running treine some with loee of life. 

In view of the ever-increasing demand for rail transport we may assume that 
daring 1943-44 the railwaya will as in this year be worked to full capacity. The 
disloeation to traffic caused by sabotage and by foods and cyclones bss to some 
extent advereely affected this year’s earnings and though ft would be unwise to 
■sanme that there will be no dislocation next year, we do assume that any which 
may reault from unforeseen occurrences will have less effect than tboae of tola year. 
Wci therefore, expect that the gross traffic receipts in 1943-44 will exceed the 
estimate for the current year by f of a crore and will reach the record figure of 150 
eroree. In addition we expect a net revenue of 2.17 cxores from miaoellaneons 
tnnsections.” 

In eolation lie eaid : “I would eoBuneiid to the Honee the nilwejwea who 
huTO done eo wdl daring n yenr in wUeh the pxeeenie on tl^ hee beM gnnte 
than erer before. The greeteet trinl with whiob thw heveli^ to eontoid wee thid 
fanpoeed b; thoea who let ont to daatioy the treeh sad other mtiwaj profwtf, end 
In this trial Oier AmUyed the eonrege neoenarj to iwstora the deai«e ^ to 
the traffic moving. On sneb of tho mtnp ooeeriuos of mbotNie lo.^e tyefc.n 
dandimont with hm of life miiffit ha^ ooeoned, it bM te tte 
vidlanoe of tba alaft Ewpita Oa vigilanoe thata have bean d e wW mmfe 
aJatoea of Ufa. Tat train ateff ooriilnued to woA thefat tnAe 

in tho bee of thia danger. There have ^ aeve^ fianio e t ni m el l eni 
daa to bombing oc be four of it, ^ 

maweraan to coolbw at moA and Ihie W ^ 
h aoSung more bfeetiou than purie. I add in this Hanes mm fiw 
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ecmota eimeto nilwaymen to earn on dMpito the leer er ooneeqiieiieee of eoony 
etteek. I eeld then that 1 belierea th^ would do eo end I still hold that beliel” 
Obahoeb ur E. P. T* Aor Ubgid 

16fh. FEBRUARY The Connell today reacted by 31 Totee to 2. Mr ffouain 
Imam's resolution recommending changee in the Ezcees Profits Tax Act, IMD 
increasing the percentage to 8U%, lowering the taxable limit {rmn Bo. 30^ to 
Bs. 10000 and requiring that no standard profit should be less than 4% on the 
inrested capital, and that standard profit should not be hkher than that shown 
in the return* submitted by the assessees. Mr. Imam said t&st he belicTed In the 
theory that the war should not be made an occasion for profiteodng, and his 
resolution would not only be helpful to the €h>Ternment but a large number ol 
people. He wanted a large number of those persons who were making huge 
profits from war supplies to come under the purview of the Act. Opposing the 
resolution, Mr. P. iv. Sapru said that to work a capitalist mtem m economy 
the incentive effort should be kept alive. He wondered why the so-called 
capitalists had been marked out for a special attack. Mr. F. F. Kalfkar was of 
the opinion that if the movePs new point was accepted, it would hdp to kill 
Indian industry. Speaking on behalf of the Government Mr. C. F, Jonss, 
Finance Secretary, said it was imixissible to discuss the present resolntion at a 
time when the whole budgetary position was not before the House. An isolated 
aspect of the budget could not be discussed in advance. The resolution affected 
the incidence as well as the working, of the bpt Act, and it was regarded by 
the Government as entirely unnecessary. As there was considerable opposition 
to his resolution, Mr. Imam wanted to withdraw it but the House insisted that 
it should be put to the vote. 

Degontbolling of Pbiobb 

Pt. ff, N. Kunru moved a resolution urging a co-ordinated policy throughout 
the country in respect of wheat and other foodstuffs, following the recent oecon- 
trolling of prices. He criticized the Government of first adhering to price-control 
and trying to make it effective by exports and also by the increiuied requirements 
of the country resulting from the greater purchasing power of the people. A 
situation like the present, Pt. Kuozru said, called for effective remedy, and the 
whole country should be treated as one economic unit. He also urged for substantial 
shipments from abroad to relieve the food situation. Sir Jogendra Singh said 
that one striking result of the removal of control was that there was no black 
market now in the Puujab and that prices were now steadily going down. He 
said that an incentive bad also to be provided tb the producer so that more 
food could come into the market, wnich would result in an automatic fall iu 

E rices. Mr. B, C, ffoldsworth, explaining the Government’s attitude, said that 
e was prepared to accept the resolution. He said the Government did not 
remove the maximum price of wheat to please the Punjab Government as was 
suggested in some quarters, but in order to try to restore normal conditions of 
trade with a view to restoring confidence in the country, for want of which, and 
consequent hoarding, the country had to face the present condition. He thought 
that a return of confidence would bring out supplies and ease prices. Mr. 
Holdsworth added that the Government of India were getting a good deal of 
co-o|)eration from the Provincial Governments who were putting thea surpluses 
at the disposal of other deficit provinces. Discussion had not concluded when the 
House ad]ourned till the 22ud. 

General Dibgussion of Bailwat Budget 

22nd. FEBRUARY :->Tbe Council held a general discussion on the Railway 
Budget today. The War ‘Transport Member, iSir Edward Btnthall rderred to this 
manufacture of locomotives in India, and said that the Government bad already 
decided to manufacture them in this country. The question was how soon 
construction could be taken in hand. Be referred to toe recommendations of the 
Humphrey-Srinivasan Committee, which were about to be implemented, when the 
war broke out. The scheme bad to be held in at^ance in order to take up 
munitions production, more vitally important at that time. Be claimed that the 
Government were perfectly justified in converting railway worEshops in India 
Into munition -production factories. Consequent on Japan's entry into the war 
pressure on India's transport considerably increased, and in order to cope with 
the situation, there were heavier demands on locomotives and rolling stock 
available in the country. Sir Edward stated that all wagons osdued by the 
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oonelnieted is 

A mndAmn l5lL ^ loSwOtifefc'^Arter SKDldlBlM 

pw^ucUon ill Indie wee not possible e^il 
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^nation of the best desiRn te Indies 
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te® Amence. Referrlnn to dismentlement of 
^^•Po? Member stsM there was no likelibood 
“ri w indRiiig from present. condiUons. The postwwnr 

^-rosa probim would be given senous sttention at the proper time^ but at 
the yere were othn more serious problems faoing us* and it was not 

possi^ y study a problem of such vast dimensiotia now. It had pleaaad him. 
ne Mid, to find ynt the House had liked the Government's endeavours to syste- 
maUMr^way finances with regi^ to the Keserve Fund Depraoiatlon Fhnd and 
transfer to Oeneral Bevenne of portions of the surplus. 

Bit A, P. Patro urging s revision of the sllocstlon policy. Mid thers should 
im a steady deveiopmeut of the Reserve Fund to enshle the railways to stand on 
thw own leamrees during t^ coming years. He further regretted thst nothlnie 
had been done to pr9vide facilities to passengers in spite of huge profite. Be ur^ 
the speedy restorstioo of dismantleo fines, ss their zemovsT had canssd ^strsM 
to the people. 

^ Mr* JBbnain Imam^ referring to the walk-oot . by the ProgreMive Party 
earlier in the day, bskI : "We. ere in sympathy with onr fellow countrymen, 
but we have a duty to tboM who have Mat us here and therefore wa are taking 
part in the diacnssion. Stating that the operating expenditure of the railirays 
had ioorMsed enormously, he said a watch should be kept that inerMted ineoma 
was not being equanderM away in increased expenditure. He nreed that more 
attention ehould be paid to the trans|)ort of people’s food and asked the Defenea 
Department to limit themselves to the bare necessity In the matter of wagons, tM, 

Mr. M. N, Dalai referring to locomotive eonstruetlon in India, laid, that If 
200 locomotives bad to be ordered from abroad, alternative arrangements should 
be made to replenish our stocks by starting locomotive fotories in this country. He 
Mid that even experts had recommended that the um of railway woiksbops lor 
other purpoaes was not proper. 

nir ShantidaB Aakuran also stressed the need for manufacturing loedmotiycs 
in this counti^, apart from other reasons, in the interests of India’s future 
industrial development. He Mid : "We have large sterling assets sccumnlsting 
to our credit. There is the danger of utilizing tneM asMts merely to patronise 
British industry even after the war. I want to guard against all such dangm”. 

Mr. JR. JST. Parker asked the Government to give proper consideration now 
to the difficult rail-road problem that would face them soon after the war, and 
give the matter proper weight while considering different aspects of the pfoblcms 
of railways. 

Obdinangbs Dubihg Wab 

Mtib. FEBBUART The necessity for giving the executive authority a free hand 
in all mattera concerning the prosecution of the war wm stressed by 6ir^ Saltan 
Ahmsdf Law Member, in the Council today. He emphasized this point daring a 
debate on Mr. P, N, Sapru^s resolution urging the appointment of a committee to < 
review the ecope of ordinances promulgated by the Governor-Genem Mnce the 
commenoement of the war and their effect <m the powers of the High Courts as 
criminal coorts of appeal. 

Sir SnltMi Mid : "The power to inne oidiDMcce ie vetted in tbe Oovenm- 
General under Section 72, Bcnednle 9 of the Government of India 11^6. Be 
is the aole authority in cases of emergency to make and promnlgata such omnmeea 
and no authority can question his power to do so and osdinsneet so mms have 
the like force of law as an Act passed by the Indian iMislatnre. Ihat being the 
poaitlon if- the Governor-Genera! has promulgated im ordinance^ the wope W ipp 
provision of which dots not appeal to imyone else, neither the Govero»-Geiiefal-ln- 
Ctounoil nor the LMislature have any jurisdiction to questo his auth^ty. 

The Law Memte, therefore, considered t^ r^ntlon fuUlj He aeid^it had. 
bowew, given him an opportunity to dMl with the quaidioB M mdinmiem 
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gpieiftlly ftboat wltiehjBitoo&capUoii Memed to oslti te tlie eonntry. Ho oiid that 
when A coantry was at war the oafety of the people depended on the tMaxt 
eonduct of the war, for which the ezeeative anthority, ae oppoeed to the Legiela- 
tnre, was prinarily reeponaible. In condiietinf; the war, the ezecntife anthority 
aiiiet not be hampered by the law but muet be allowed to inToke it to ita aid 
quickly* One way of enablliifi; it to do eo wae to ba^e an Act empowerinc it to 
make the rnlea. The other way wae to uae the ordinance making power. AnSlydog 
the direedona in which theie powers had been need he aaid that at the time when 
India wae net involved cloeely in the active operation of the war and when th^ 
chief task Vtas to organize production and control activities which mi^t help the 
•enemy directly or indirectly, the most important ordinances of the period relaM to 
man-power. After the entry of Japan into the war when the menace to the safety 
of India became obvione a large number of ordinanoee had to promulgated. 
Tlie main principle of these was, in sccordanco with the drst duly of the 
Government, to protect the law-abiding population from any outbreaks and to 
enable Govenment to act effectively. IiMling with the qnsstioo of the effect of the 
nrdinsBoes bn the ;Powera of the High Oourts, the JAw Membm aaid that the 
right of appeal as snoh was affected only in the ease of 2 or 3 ordinances from 
among tlie 116 or so Which bad been promulgated. Be gave the aasuranee that 
the Government of India would consul t the Provincial (^veruments whether any 
feasible procedure oould be adopted regarding the revisional powers of the SQgh 
Courts. Govemmeat would also consider the removal of oertoin other teebnl^ 
difficulties in respect of the Special Courts Ordinance and the Enemy Agents 
OrdintDce. In conelurion he pointed out that law-making in peace time and law- 
making daring war were different. In peace-time, there wae time for a leieurely 
examination of problems and law to a great extent was designed to regulate 
couditione which bad already arisen. In war, spe^ was essential, and Government 
bad to* legislate largely for conditions which might arise bnt had not arisen. He 
declared thot no one would be more pleased than the Governor-General or the 
Governor-General-iu-Oouncil if some of the eituations envisaged in Government 
legislation never materializedj hut wisdom demanded that Government had all its 
preparations made. 

Moving the resolution, which he later withdrew on sssnrances given by the 
Law Meml)er, Mr. P. N. Sapru said that the ordinances were extremely drasti^ and 
had tended to eubatitute a reign of the executive for a reign of law. Asauming that an 
emergency existed and there was need for expedition in passing them, at least 
they could be referred to the Legielature for ratification. He claimed that the need 
for judicial aafeguarde in the country wae greater, to-day than ever before and no 
attempt should be made to override the powers of High Courts. 

The reeolution was withdrawn. 

AMBSIDMEirr OF IVDIA AOT 1935 


Pandit Knnzru'a reeolation, demanding an amendment of the government of 
India Act. 1935 in order to make the Section 93 provinces subject to the oontrol of 
the Govemor-Generel-in-Conncil instead of the Governor-General, wae iqjeeted by 
7 votes to 6, Government remaining neutral. Moving the resolution, FkndH 
Kunsni said that nearly 181,000,000 Indiana living in the 3 provinces now undm 
the direct rule of Governors hsd no means of ventilating tneir grievances. Six 
Governors were exercising dietstorial powers. The msin purpose of his resolntum, 
he Bsid. wss to enable the Central L^slature to diacttsa the provincial adminietotlon. 

Sir Mohammad Uaman, on behalf of the Government, announc^ that the 
Government would remain neutral on the resolution. Referring to Section 93 
provinces he said that the fault lay with the Oongreee who had gone ont of office 
end refused to serve the country in time of Its din needs. Sir Mohammed 
claimed that under the Act the provinces wen fne in their own field of activities. 
Seetion 93 provided for the bremedown of the conetitntional machinery and the^ 
fon it was of a temporary nature. The proposal on the other hahd;woi^4toqidn 
for the Centre powen of interference in the provincial field of adminlslratkm. 
which was opposed to the spirit of the 1935 Act. 'Funhermon in eaeee of difleaeDce 
between the Centn and the Piovinoe^ the latter wonid be plaoed at a oonddenble 
disadvantage. Giving the Oovernment of India’s view-point witli to 

Miaoiiminatory legielatioii* in Mr. G. S. Rosman, BeemlaiytOvmeeei 

Bepertment, during queethm hour, said that Ibm wen meeeuns on Statute 
Book in C^lon to which the Government of IndM had tahai end elill took 
ebieetlon. Ceit^ admlaMiaSve inetnietiona elsD appeared to the Govnement of 
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liidi* to dmrira In^t in Moi of that oquOity of temrtoqily to wUoh fha 
Governmeat of lodia eoandcnd fhaai to be aolitteiL Tm GoMmaaot of Indie 
had made aidtable npreamtationa on all eaaaa where Uiey asemed to be reqaind 


^Tie Oounca adjourned till 5-30 p.m, on Feb. SW when tho Fluanoe Seeretarj, 
Mr. C. E. Jones, preBented the Budget for the jeer 1943-^. 

- Control A Distribution of Foodstuffs 

Snd. MARCH The House took up contideraiion of non-official reaolations to-day. 
Mr. Hosmtn Imam mored a resolution urging the appointment of a oommittee of 
economists and KprMentativee*o{ parties in the Central Legislature to go into the 
question of distribution and control of prioea of the neoeaaariea of lifs^ eapeelally 
foiKlstuifs, and to suggest remedial measures, which should be implement^ by the 
Government. Messra Dalai, Badahah Sapru, Sir ShanHdas Askuran, Sardar 
Bahadur Sohha Singh and Mr. Kalikar supported it. Sir 5. iiT. Bog. War 
Transport S^retery, explained the position with regard to tlie alleged laek of 
tranB(>ort. did not think that the alleged wagon shortage had iu any manner 
appreciably affected the transport of foodstuffs. Since August umt the Government hed 
beep giving the highest priority to food but 3 months later a situation arose in 
which nothing was offered to be transported although the wagons were there. There 
was a tendency to put the blame on tranaport. It was not right or iuat. Tlw • 
Government, he said, never for a moment overlooked tlie urgency and toe impor- 
tauce of traneporting the peopie^a gooda Begarding coal, he said, that everything 
possible was being done to improve the wagona' poaition and to approach the ‘Stan- 
dard of quota already laid .down. The Commerce Secretary, Mr. JlT. Jf. PdBai 
explained the Government’s position with regard to charcoal, firewood and keroaiiio 
and cloth. He declared that cloth purchases by the Supply Department this year 
would be on a lower scale than last year. He conaidered that the aetting up of a 
oommittee of the kind suggested in the resolution would he of little value bioauee 
the Government were determinedly set on comprehensive plana rmrding the 
supply of the necessities of life in thia country. The Connoil rejected the reamtioB 
without a division. 

AOCUMUIeATIQN OF StBBX^INO BbSOUSCIRB IN U. K. 

A brief debate followed on Mr. if. AT. DalaVs reeolntion urging prompt end 
speedy meesuree in regard to the sitnerion eseated by the huge accnmuletlon of 
Biorling resources in the UK end the hnae expaneion of the volume of euneney. 
The discussion had not concluded when the Council adjourned till March 6. 


Ginbral DmeuBSiON OF Budqbt 

SIh. MARCH:— The Council of State held a general discosslon on the 
Budget today. Sir K, F. Menon dwelt oa the. urgent need of mitigetiog the held- 
chip caused by the recent rise in prioee, espeoieily of foodstuflb. He hed no doubt 
that the additional purchasing power of the pnblic and the atadonary or dimini- 
shing supply of goods available for purobeae were the chief causea of the ineieaae 
in prices. He welcomed the scheme for increeeinii food production end stressed 
the need of controlling pricee and inkroduciog rationing wherever necseiery mid 
feasible. He hoped the new loen would have a great antt-inflationary effect. Fw 
providing rupee finance for purchasing war aupplies for the Allim in fntui^ he 
thought that the expmiment of floating special Goverum^t of Indk rupm loMS 
was worth trying. He approved of the new taxation proposals, which In his opfakm 

were very light. ... _i au — ^ 

Mr. M. N. Dalai aaid that the new taxation wea hfgh mridering the povert| 
of the neoule of IndU. He remarked that an Increase in _lhe Corporatiw tax^w^ 


of the people of IndU. He remarked that an Increase in the 

impede the growing habit of the people towards inveatUg In InduatrUlMd other 

ebares. In view <« the rising cost living, he said, ml^l^lm 

realiv in need ^ ielief and, therefore, the exemption limit for iocome-ta ebould 

Sy. bSn ^ WOO to B.: 2^ ^ Hf*!?! 

Government tee^imnpt country •’birie.** Me also held Uie idher taxes oojustiflable 

end said thatUw ^▼enment could Uve tlui hutrimbii 


would frame them' ao as to minimUe ^ 

dedaioD of HMG to, continue the pieaeiit fiBaaeUl anaagemeni with Mia i 

highly gratifying. 


impioniDg t 
proposed m 
I tooeoeo be 
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Hr. A N. Bapru dtilt wllb fiModil MltaMBt tad daolmd that (Im 
it wtt ^bl« for M to ^otM porttaf ol oor tioc^ for mnbe abmd, 

w«» not aoided for locid dSmS 
and it itmok him ^t ^ priodiila of regarding thtm aa eoatlitateg Joiat war 
maaiana reqnirad that the portiOB of tha coat which waa daa to tha aspandon of 
the lodia Army for aarviee abroad tiMmld be borne by HMO imapeotire of 
whether theae troopa ateyad io India or went oni of India. He aaw no lemn wlv 
the entire coat of the Britiah garriaon idionUi not be borne by HMO. ^ 

Mr. y. JC, Das aomplaiiiad againat both the dlreet and indireet tawea 
annonnoad in the new Budf^ and aaid their |^noh wonld be felt by the middle 
and poor elaaaea. The Poets and 'l>legrapha Department was a pnblie utility 
eoncein which waa at present making profits. To farther increase its profits by 
raising the postal rates, was entirely nnlnatified. 

Mr. B. JSr. Parksr oonld not understand how borrowing alone could hare 
balanoad the Budget The critics of the settlement raguding war expenditure and 
the Lease and Lend arrangemente, he said, ignored alt^ether the hnge contributions 
made by Britain for India’s benefit and the hnge sacrifices of other members of the 
United Mtions for the safety of India. He faroured the keeping down of prices 
instead of increasing wages and dearness allowances in order to provide relief to 
tboee adversely afEboted by the rise in the cost of living. « w 

Mr. Hoof nth Imam complained that with the exception of the Posts and Air 
Departments, expenditure had mounted up as compared with last year’s figures of 
expenditure. He also protested against **the suppremion of MnsMamans” in the 
Government of India services, in which he claimed all the higher poets were held 
by non-Muslims. Mr. Imam urged that HMQ should take over the sterling 
liabilities of Burma and should give credit for them to India by reducing Indfa% 
liabiUtieSi He Moo wanted the remaining ^agency chargee” of the India Oflloe to 
be borne by England. India’s Swly Department was today doing agency work 
for Britain free of any charge. Why ehonid not, he asked, the Briush Govern- 
ment free, this country from the liability on account of India Office charges. 

Pt BirdayiMih Kunsru confined himself to military expenditure. He fdt 
that to divide military expenditure into revenue and capital expenditure, when both 
the Items were being financed from current revenues, was not Justified. After 
refert'Ug to the Auditor-General’s Beport on Appropriation Accounts, Pt. Knnsru 
said that it waa true that the phrase "joint war measures” did occur in the report 
but he could find no evidence for the Finance Member’s claim that the measim 
adopted and aUooation of expenditure made followed from the basic principles laid 
down in the Indo-British defence expenditure allocation agreement. Bimuarly he 
claimed that the increase in the emnditore bn the Air Force, aerodromes and 
other items was not justified on the basis of that agreement The allooatibn of 
expenditure between India and England was no longer a simplified^ process nor 
was it according to. India’s capMity. which were the 2 virtues of tbe agreement 
as claimed by the Ftaance Member 2 years ago. Pt Kunzru claimed &t with 
this experience, they did not know wHh what new items of defence expenditure 
India would be saddled next Referring to "White troops” in this^nntrv 
Pandit Kunsru felt that their replacement by Indian troopa would inoreaae the number 
ol troops 8 times. He, however, asserted that the strength of the present Army in 
India waa tot up to r^auer Bum and Malaya both of which were Impmial 
ooneerna. It was, therefore, HMG which should besr the cost of such sddiu^sl 
srmy needed for reconquering Bunua. 

Replying to the discaosion. Sir Jsrsmu Batsman, Finance Member, said that 
it appeared to him from the oourse of the debate that he was widely regarded ae 
entertaining eomplacent fadinga on the eohjeot of inflation and the exMusion of 
ourtency. Hie ol^t'had been to give the country a oonsidered and balanced view 
of the ourtenoy ^^tioa ae a whole. Ho did not want to give the impreseion that 
the diffioultiee did not eali for the eseroiae of im^ination or the finding oat of 
tome oonetrnetive remedy. He loid that the dlfficttltiee mainly arose from the 
existing large amqnnt ol free puccharing ppwer in the eonntry, which oonld be 
dealt with by dtito borrowing or taxation. The Government of India had 
eonatantly in mind the anbjspt of mopplDg up tfaia eurpina power. 
method was to use the methods of ooutrol and slslilliaing prices. Experienoe bed 
proved that the beet method was not a iimpla pries eontrol ; it was raly^Sve 
whao there was antiza. qoato si^p^ for a eountry like India, that 
involved the aettiag up el vast WHMhIiiery. Bir Jeraasy iufficatsd that in wartfana 
tha ideal haadllag of aeonomy could be aehieved by etabiliring wages, stiSlliring 
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I^ew^ m^UpK divitedi, mtrictiiif; and nUkMtag eoaraMtttkm and- imatobtli* 
nuK additmal pnrchasiiiK power. To do all tid/ the nowm and maohinOT at 
tl.o o| a djrtatot were reqolwd. With t%e ^>Sere at We oo«m“?d; he 

not coropj^nt *** *** •Pl>ro,»ch a wholeaome ideal and he waa oertaiuljr 

•ii d0'*™y polntejl ont that a sood deal had been eWd about the flnanrial 
eeUlonieut, pam.!ulaTly mIwui the iim o( firilliili traopa in India. The plea had been put 
«»at that coat alu.nld 1^ borne by Uie Briliah (ioverninent. He cemiudad 
the tioiiHe that ahJ the Unvcriimeut of India were ahannic ilie ooet of the 

expaiiflioii of the land forcee in Imlia. A very im{X>rlant element, which ehonld 
be remembered, he said, was- 1 lie coet of equipment of guiie, aeroplanes end tmike. 
wliinh were eupplhd (n« by HMO. Only the jiay and miiee ex|ieaats of tho 
Britiah troope wlido on Indian noil were borne ^ ludia, whercaa the endre eoet of 
their trainiiig end equiinnent was lioriie by BiMG, J^xplainiiig the rcaeon why 
defence exr»!iiditiire last year had iimrcased lieyotid the estimated figure, he referrd 
to tho development of the military situation. Wnile t!ie troops were engaged 
boyoiid the indian border, their cost waa not borne by India, but when tliM were 
actually in the country and defending the country's soil, their liability hed to be 
borne. It was extraordinary to find that the magnitude of the defence expenditara 
bed chocked some of the members. Heplying hi the criticiam relating to the 
capital .exi>ansion of the Huitpiy D^^partment, Hir Jeremy ftaiamau said if we weie 
able to pick and cboiMe ii.eiua wiiich wore going to be of real ‘value to ue after the 
war, why not boar their whole cost. The oO- 50 settlement was commendable for 
ite sim.|];iicity and equity and it saved having ‘to go into detaila of what we were 
goin^ to have or not. A-n arrangement of that hind could not be odtioiiod m 
unfair to India. Coming to the question of sterling balanosc. be said a lemuh 
had been made that these baUnces should be left W the Intuve Gtovemment of 
India to deal with. He did not see how any fntiire Oovemment waa 'fwevwKled 
from handling these bsiauees te the edvaii>tage of India. The Government ef Tn^ 
were nnxioiis, he said, when thinking of n mutosi aid agreement with Amerlon 
see that Indians fiseal policy alter the war waa not ondnly hampered. In Mm 
‘post-war woxkl there would he internationnl economlo arnageiiietits Mhwt would 
tnitl to prevent future ware, and also prevent n return of the nnnechle oonAMone 
of tends prevailing betwren the laat and the ixeeeni war and, fas lliii wo rtd 
arrangement. India would anrely dud her rightfei pinoe and have her sposiei 
economic circumstances rccogniaeO. The Conneii at this stage adjourned. 

Aogdmulation or Stbruvo Bbbou&cbb or U. K. 
tOth. MARCBi— The OouneU to-day resumed diaenraioB m Mr. 

Molation relating *o U»e nkhnatioii of aterling balances held hi ImnMm 
Bridaynath Kunzru through amendment, want^ n commit^ of 
Legislature to be appoSuted Iromediatrly to examuie ^ bmt way 
sterling balances in the interest of locUe. He dsimed that the ieeoe of sterlhim 
balaneeswas intimately link.d with which wee not “ ^^ 955” 

queation. The conslitutioiiol issue overMiedowed eoonomiee iattiie ewmtry. TOe 
^ernment should take Imm^iate to 

translm of political power to I ndiant Ttat KKm? 

of money to defence loans and would in ite 

Dotwithsiandiug large-scale lepetriatlone, st^ iM 1^ ^ uStT SLzSL^ 
Imige sums of modey on arwnt of go^ 
were eitll due to be paid and proloogaCion of 



India ito. 40 wjm. 

tlM in ptlow had bwn atMpet dnoa ^ 


of currency on account of psji 

pmehniied on bobnlf of HM'a G^emnim^ 


ymcv nw wi uu uvumb w ^ . . 

xenehed a high watermiwk. -^*2 

ite tnm depSided very lergsly on Mie •o iuMoo o fy 
in order to check effectively the fs^tog ssjmjj* 


toke enrly steps to end the < 

Mr. C. if. Jbnes, 

18 
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Gmrameot, observed thet from the debete it eppeerod that both the eterling 
bolftoees end the espeneioii of the oorrenej were rsKorded ee e meneee. The 
ecgnment bed been edveiiced that the nee in prices resalted from ezpeusion of 
earrenoy end expension of the currency wen due to mccamnlatlng sterling beleiices. 
On the other bend, the House bed shoirn its anxiety to get full value of the sterling 
belenees. 'rbis showed that the utility of the sterling beUnoes was In fact recog- 
nised He emphasised that all these nataraliy rcsnlted from India’s huge war efSm 
against the Axis Powers. A country at war had inevitably to face various difficult 
problems and one of them was expimsion of currency owing to larae amounta 
required for the^rnising, equipping and training of the country’s armed forces. The 
rate of expansion of oiirrerK^y muat follow the tempo of the war effort of a 
partionlar conntry. He rec.Hlled the imminent danger of land invasion and ex- 
poanre to aerial . attack with which India was threatened a year ago, to prepare 
againat whiob a huge expenditure on defence programmes had to be incurred. 
Similarly the rise In prices wss alone one of the direct results of the war. The 
greater the war effort the greeter would be the rise in prices. Ha^ however, 
ntoitted that expansion of the ourrenoj and the rise in prices did act and react 
over each other. PrcHseediiig, Air. Jones said that the statement that the growth 
of external aseeats repreaeoted sacrifice of domeatic consumption by the people of 
India, was exaggerated. He eonsidered these sterling bslaiices to be largely the 
result of India’s industrial development which had tskeii place owing to the war. 
Replan g to criticiero levelled against the utilisation of India’s sterling ssseta, Mr. 
JonM pointed out that it was bsselcsa to regard the discharging of penaionary 
a^ other liabilities with suspicion. The whole arrangement was noUiing more thau 
the extension of Uie repatriation policy. Moreover, it was not proper to lemidn 
Indebted* on the one side and aoenmaUte ore'lits on the other.. Witii regard to the 
eonatiintioii of n Reeoaetruetio]i Fund, the Finance Secretary pointed out tbnt the 
pfopoaal wee still in Its early stages. He thought India /would welcome tli{s» 
baoMte it would ensure a systematic and ordcritf fibw of tier* oaDital n6edis> iw the 
post-war period^ a period* of auiite scarcity the world over, hi which, il ^ ne^k 
of the couatriee were not met in* a: systematieed menner, tliere was s danger of 
the rep^ition of the conditions of trade prevailing after the last world ' war. Hi 
revealed that the proposal for a KeoonstruotkMi Fund had been- referred to the 
Bmnatructiou OhmmUtee, on which are represented the Cknical Government, the 
Imperial Oouncil. of Agrioaltural Reseavch, the Bcard> el Seiantifi'e and Industrial 
Beaeareh, the Provincial Governments,, Indian Stales, and prominent public and 
bitrineMinea ed. tha country. 

Ms. IkUal agreed to the aUeraiionsi and the Gounon passed the resolution 
whlbb* read, t ’’Thia Cenncil recommends to live QoveruQT>-GeneTal-in-Ooanod that 
aodl^ nmasitres as are possible should be taken in regard to the situation created 
by the asoumalatioiis of eteiling resources in the VK, and expansion in the 
votume of enreeney.'* 

Ratiowing of Fafbb 

Mr. Hooseia /mom, by another resolution, recommended that pat>er be rationed 
to all eonsumera, including the Oeiitral a»d Provincial Govitniraenfe, and tlmt a 
small committee of Government officials and representativea of parties in the 
Oeatral LegisUture be formed so devise methods of economy, eaiTectally by controling 
^vsrtisemeiits, siae and copies of news-papers, exports. Central and Provincial 
Governmeat pablications, rules of proccaiirc, the kind and quantity of paper 
manofactared 'by paper raiiU, and the Defence Department’s consumption. Mr. 
Imam said that he wanted immediately an all-embracing aetiuii so that the situation 
ereated by the black market might be eased. Referring to newspapers, ha 
oomplsfned that as much as 50% of space was being taken up by advertisements, 
partfoolarly of goods imt available in the country and of the National War Front. 
He also wanted total stoppage of export of par>er from India. He urged standard!- 
aation of certain qualities . of paper to intensify production. By quoting Budget 
figures, be deduced that the Government were acquiring paper In excess of their demand 
and weVi therefore, hoarding pimr. In this view, rationing was the only remedy 
to meet the tituation. Mr. H. C. Prior, Imbour fclecrctary. explained tha steps tbie 
(^ernment had taken to ecopomixe paper consumption. He said that the original 
demand of the civil departments, had been redneed by 13.000 tons in the period Oct 
1942 to B&aroh 1943 and publication of forms alone had given them a saving of 
126 tons. The Govtrnment had appointed a committee to examine the question 
of publication of reports and effect economies. Economies in consumption of the 
Defoiee Detiartment were also being rigorously pursued. 
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Jb. Imam withdrew hie leedation end the Oomeil ««t} iw wiid 
OmcuL & Noh'Ovficul Bhu 
atySt’ilFn'iP®""®** S* ^*5** todej 8 Bille— ? offietei end I 



The other 7 Bille edopted were the Bille to emend the TPC the ^ 

OriinuiH the Motor VehicTlee Act. the Gorernment BTTtoSe^kASf S^52 
Sf^^JLl?*****^*^®©^*®* Act, the Aligarh Miialim XJnirmity Act, the CPO and 
the Ooffee Market Expaoaion Act. The Oouneil then adiouraed. vrv ana 

IVDiAH Finangb Bill Introduced 

^Othe MARCH TOe Oonneil ol State held a 2-miniite aitting thla erenlng when 
the Secretary laid on the table the Indian Finance Bill^ tlie 7V)6oceo Exeiee Bill and 
the Veffetable Product Excise Bill, as paaaed by the Asaeinbly on Thnraday and 
Satnrd^e ITie Oonoeil then adiourned till Mar. k ^ xnuraaay ana 

OOMUUNAL Ratio in Qovt. Sertiobb 

kith. MARCH The Connell today refected vitbont a dWialon Mre Bossain 
Imam*9 reaolution recommending to the Qorenior-Getieral in Council to direet all 
departmenta of the Qorernment of India and their attached and anbordlnate ^eee 
to anbmit annaal retnrna ahoving the communal proportion of peraona apit^ntad 
each jear^ both in thoae departmenta to which the Govern men t’a (*ommQnal ratio 
order applied and in thoae to which it did not apply, and to place the retnrna In 
the library .of the Leglalature. Mr. Imam laid that the Goveriimcnt'a reaolution d 19B4 
regf^ing commnnal repreaentation in the aervicea waa honoured more In the breach 
th^n in obamrvanee. When qaeatiena bad been aaked on the aubieet the Qovemment 
had* given **e?aBiTe” and ‘*atereotyped** auawera, aa if they wanted to hide the wronga 
coaBmitted. Mr. F. Conran^Shntth, criticizing the reaolution, aa worded, aaiil that the 
Government eontd not accept it. Had it referred only to tboae tHWta and appoinh 
meota to which the reaolution lor communal repreaentation applied; OoTeriiment 
would^ have no obfectlon in accepting it. He could not underatand whiit InatiieatlM 
there was in devoting time, money, labour, paper and printing on retnrna tor poata 
and appolntnunta to which the communal ratio order did net at ail appiy. He 
lepndlat^ the iuggeatiou that by giving "atereotyped*' anawera the GovtmmeHt 
were eanoealtng eeinething. He aaid the Government would gladly give ell the 
information aaktd for if there had been no demanda on time and labour owing to 
the wni. Mr* Oonran-Snaith aaaured the Houae that Government were eecing to It 
that their orte on eommunal repreaentation waa duly obaerved. He alao pointed 
to the Govemment^a inetruetiona in the matter of prqmotiona, which were laae^ {» 
Sept Inatb The resolution waa refected without a dlviaion. 

Laws fob Bbuef to Agbacultubjsts 

Harder Bihal Singh moved hia resolution recommending the introdnetion of 
leglalation at an early date to effect nnformity of laws in the various provineco of 
the eoontry to prevent alienation of agricnftural lands, relief of indebted agrienl- 
tnrieta )n advance of loans without intereiit ; and enforcement of the law of Dandi^ 
pai in reapeei of all debts advanced to agncoltnribta. Sir Jogendra Singh aaid that 
the matter waa primarily the concern of the provinces. 'Jhe resolution woo with- 
drawn. 

OosimU alio pMted the BMiproeity Bill u {MmA b; the LagjabtlTfl 

OoMDRios or Asbam Tia-Oabdbn Wowxbrs 

Mi. P. N. Bapru mored bU NMlation nrieinR tb. .ppointmmt of • Mind 
of Mid DOO'OfBeiAli, with adequate tepKaen(ati<A ^ labowr 

tbaidn. to iaieatiKato die eoodidtMa of wotk and liTing, of wasca a^ MMhoda 
(d leenritMant. of workwa in the Ambm tn gatcUBB. TJm L^w of the Boon 
Sir Mohd. uSaan ha*iBt.greed to dlpt anothei day fw the fn^ iKbemdpn 
tUa TwolntioB and Pt Nnnatn’a rewIntioB lecomMendiBg that Haiaban of the 
dMwId be tieatcd as viritots to jail, and eampa when atenrity priaonen 
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•re detained, further dlecuaeion waa dieranpon poatponed and the Houae 
adjourned, 

Indian Finance Bill Debate 

25tli. MARCH Tlie Indian Finance Bill, as paased by the Lower House, came 
up for consideration iu the Council today. Support to the idea of forming a united 
national OpfKwition in and outside the Leuislature, in order to force the hands of 
the Ooveruinent to concede power to India was given by Pt. H, N. Kumru, who 
aiH>ke for houre. Quoting pronouncements by Mr. Churchill and other spokes- 
men of the British Government, Pt Kunzru said : "The indications are that they 
hold out no promise of the establishment of a free government in this country 
either now or in any measurable time.” Stressing the need for constitutional 
advance and the solution of the politi<uil deadlock in the country, he said that 
Britain had ^accused us of taking advantage of her difficulties, but the boot was on 
the other leg.” In his opiniop, India could more legitimately accuse Britain of 
hardening her attitude towards this county and strengthening her resolve not to 
part widi power owing to an Improvement iu her military situation. He commented 
on the Viceroy's reference to the Federal part of the Government of India Act of 
1935 in his Calcutta speech of December last and asked if the Viceroy had shown any 
keenness or desire to be constrnotive since then. Had a Federal Government been 
established at the Centre, India’s position would have been much stronger.” He 
criticised the publication of the ''Oongresa Responsibility” |>amphlet, which, according 
to him, hardly contained any matter of which the public was not already aware. 
He aidM what waa the good of publishing it when it did not contain anything new 
and if all that was valuable was too eonfidenCial to be published. If the object bad 
been to is^prese *11.6. public opinion the Government had even failed in that, ae 
borne out by Hir Molid. Zsfrntla’s Prese interview. Pt Kunzru maintained' that 
Government had indulged in exaggeration ,and tried to pile up charges against Mbr. 
GanAi who was aummed up as pro-dapanese. Pt Kunzru expressra disimtisfaction 
wHh the JBShlt of the Arakan campaign. Glad at the eapansion of the Indian Air 
Fora, wlhich was in the hands of Indians from top to bottom, Pt ‘Konem said Us 
alas was still small. Alter referring to the paucity of Indian staff Officers at OHQ. 
ond ithe lagge number of European officers attsdM to eertain uhita, hs replied to 
Ihe G over nme nts asseiAion that Sufficient number of oandidates with the requMte 
fuhRfiiMtlone were hot spidyliig lor emergeney comsntSSions/* by sayUig that the 
pollffiesi sitnafion In the oonni^ wae to some Sxteut r esponmbie fo hOtoing beok 
gssMod yomuc men from tBaining ae orilUsry offioenu 

Emlfar M hk speech. Ft Kuoarn dedt with the oapansion of currency, and the 
oHHsation of Indiah otarHng halanoes. He naked Ooveromeni to take over the 3 
nmdniog Milwnye under onnipeiika. and to ntqntre port tniata, improvement traots 
and other European-owned puhiio utiiity eonrans wUb these sterii&g bslanoes and 
also naUDonliie the oU aad eosl Industries in Indts. 


tffth. MASCH 9— Mr. AToosala /moai, who opposed the bill to-day, claimed that the 
Gtovernment had failfd to popBlorlxe the Ceatrai ExeeiHivc. GoncJndiiig his over- 
nlglit speeoh, hs detailed a 5-poitit chaige sheet agsinst Oie Goveamaaeat : First, 
heasid, the Govenaront hod not resehed a deeiitou on csnitalioB eharges, 
thongh the question hod been pendiiig , slnee 1V1I9: mid. the appor- 
tionment of capital defence expenditore wsa oae-sided without oay ssnetion 
from HMG : ttd., the Government hsd misconceived the idee of finsneiol settlement 
under srhtoh Britilo wos tiyina to foist the maximum ffnaocial burden on India: 
4th.. the manner hi which Itutta’a resonioea wSee being handed over to Biitra did 


resottioea wtoe being handed over to Biitmn did 


not do eredit to the India Government ; and bth.. he ebjeoted to the way the Govern- 
meet were treating the Oentral Aaaembly io regard to adfoornment motioiia.:Mr. P. X. 
Bapru said that me winning of freedom was the paramount problem before themi, 
and although he wonld des^y regret a partition m India, be held that qnestionf like 
the gsograpliioal unity of India whidi In itself waa a ercatlon of a foi^n power, 
were of secondary Importance. Ho also dsiewd that the ipperttoning of responsiliUUy 
tor the August disiurbanoes was of minor Importance. The more important question 
wsi tito tmhifmnoe of power to Inffieaa . . 

Ah eppsel to the conntiy to unite to the demand for Esdeiatien wui .umde hy 


t Hd mra fwttiwBi to awntto eane of voiM p«M% aod titot 
giiiTWtoid vwea M ^^whollMa todn^doMC. Iko ovit} oyshiittaA to 
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IndU^ Army, tlm War Effort and the National War Front prorided the fonndation 
of Fa^ration, which mnat coma to ccrve now nnd for the future peace. After 
refemng to the perils that threatened India and the need for making a united effort 
to avert thow penis, he said : an appeal go out from all India that Fede- 

ration should be brought into action and let w build from stage to stage that 
Federation till we get independence, which is what India dcairra. He considered 
that that indeMndence would create a sense of iiitcr-dependcnce inid peihAfie draw 
close India and England together, and it might bring other conutiicM also to the 
great fold of world peace and world onler, guaranlfclng seenrity and progreas. 

Rat Bahadur 8, K, Das urged the Government lo take energetic stepa to im* 
prove the food situation in the country. He also asked for relief to labour in the 
interest of the succceeful prosecution of the war. 

Mr. M, Padshah said that India, while having no grouse about its present 
Defence expenditure, wanted to be spared from being over-burdened and he there- 
fore supported the demand that a ceiling be fixed for it. He protested sgninet the 
position of Muslims in the idcrvices and said that there had been liardly any improve- 
ment in their poeiUon, in spite of the Home Department resolution on com- 
munal . representation and the periodical promises msdei by the Government in the 
Legislature. 

Mr. V. V, Kalikar maintained that Britain, whose agent the Government of 
India was, had failed in its duty to give attention to the eetablishment of major 
war MiduBtriea in India. If the Government bad taken proper care of that, he said, 
there would have been no need to place orders abroad for new types of aeroplanes, 
heavy machinery, etc, “There is no use finding fault with the British Government 
for not resolving the jpoliticsl deadlock. The solution is in the hands of llio people," 
declared Bir Mohd, XJsman^ lieader of the House. ''When there is no agreement 
between all the important communities and iuteresls, the transfer of ))ower into the 
hands of a very anti-British and pro-Japanese party will land the country in utter 
confusion and chaos.” Wae this the time, he asked, to try this experiment when 
the whole country wae engaged in a life and death struggle 7 He said that six 
months after the rebellion of August last when Mr. Gandhi saw that there was 
no ehance of Oongress capturing the Government of this country, end did not like 
the Allied vietoriee, he began hia fast with the object of coercing the Government 
to come to terms with him. When the Goveriiroeiit of India stood firm and refused 


to yield, Mr. Gandhi recovered from his fast. Sir liohd* msliitsined 
that some political leaders who believed in the Gatidhisn policy of 
“quit India” and indirectly carried on his work, made statements and 
apeeches which would not only go against the war effort of this country 
but would also directly help the enemy. The censorship was thoroughly Justified. 
Borne of the memb^ opposite, went on Sir Mohd,, had great faith in the demo- 
cratic form of Goyernment. They found fault with the present Government of 
India for not being representative— as if India bad enjoyed before the advent of 
the Britiah in this country a democratic and representative form of Government. 
Recently we had witnessed the fate of democracy in this country. Hie moment 
the Congress Governments rssigned in tlie provinces, it was rm occRBion of great 
feativity throughout the whole couiitry, ending in the celebration of ‘•Deliverance 
Day.” Parliamentary democracy was not an indigenoua institution. It hud bera 
imported from England to India and, in his opinion, had been a tliorough^iltire in 
some of the provinces on account of the attitude of the Oongre-SB. /Jhc Deader of 
the House continued: “It is to be regretted that the Opposition ts now getting 
into the habit of constantly abusing and attacking the British (tovernment. It 
doea no good to anybody. Mr. Amery has rightly said that the Britieh people 
need not be ashamra of the great services they have rendered to tnis c^nitr^^ 
To menUon some of them, they have ifitro<luced into this country the Britiim 
system of education, the British system of jusiice snd Britinh parliameiilary iwsil- 
tutions and maintain^ law and order in this country. The niajoritv of the t»^ple 
of this country realize and recognize the great work accomplish wl hy Britain in 
India and are very grateful to them." About the criticism that the Muslims and 
the mitiorities were not properly represenlcd in the^ ttervices, he gave the assiirapiM 
that no arministrative department could ignore their claims to a proper share in 
the administration of the country. j ... u u * 

During the 3rd reading of the Bill there were heated mEchang^ between 
Sir Mohammed Vttman and members of the Opposition led by 
Mr. and Mr. Kalikar who entered vehement protests ageinstWr 

ohiinrfaiicMia on the failure of ^momrecy in India, Ft Kiuisra etid that Bir 
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appear that the Britieh Government 


[ VKW 
were opposed to m 



vuiwj, jvuiimar BHBcnca luaL ii eir Mouammed waa rMnnnuKU *i.I 

Hoow he would not have made thoee obeevvationa. The fault la; wi^ thd ante^ 


repudiaied by Mr. Churchill and Mr. Amery. Mr. Bouain Imam aaid *1..* 
Muahnia did not believe in the weetern form of democracy a^ he therefim ^ 
fanlt with Sir Mohammed, He blamed theTapru oMSSZ Ae 
Mohammed reiterated that democracy had faiM in India 
hav« tf, do, with it. It wae not hie fault if it 




not tiiid 

Conucil expaiiHion. 

because MiihHids would have nothinK 
were not |>alata!>le to some inenibere. 

With reirard to martial law in Sind, the l^eputy-C-in-C. Gen 
.Har^ejr, said that it would be withdrawn as soon os the Hur menace was elimi- 
nated completely and the local police was Btren|rthened adequately for the purine 
of maintuininu order. He related the cirtuimninnrxsa in which martial law^s 


declared at the r»>que8t of the Sind Goverunietit and the difficulties the troops and 
the police Imd to contend against. He said : ‘^Intensive operations by militarv and 
police over the t« ii rooiilhs have done a Kieat deal to break the Hur rebellion 
arrest liar leaders destroy gangs of criminals and restore public confidence On 
account of the difiioulties of terrain and the large areas involved, it was found 
necessary to employ aircraft to assist the troops and police in the location of aanirs 
patrolling of comimiuications and luotectioii of isolated localities against sabotage* 
Allegations th.at aircraft have used explosive bombs are quite untrue and h^* 
already been denied.” Gen Hartley said that Fir ' * 


to cite witneabcs for 
Gen Hartley counU'red 


Pagaro had a fair trial in the 
a well-known and 

- — was given to him 

the defence and the trial was a leogihy one, lasting 26 days 
rAn.orir ihmt “the Army was the chief agency 


military court. 'I lie Government had engaged at its own*" expense 
leading advocate ol Hyderabad to defend the Fir, Every facility 


Ft Knnzru^s remark that 


which fostered racial feeling,” by saying that it was the chief agency which fostered 
racial fellowidup. Tliere was hardly a race or caste or creed in the whole of this 
sub-continent \Yhicli had not some representAtives in the present day Indian Army 
He said : "This best body of human bciiig«, of diflerent creeds, castes and races live 
together, work together and do their duties together in perfect amity. 1 should have 
thought, and I believe, that most membeis of this House will agree with me that 
the Indian Army is an example for the whblc of India, as a symbol of Indian 
unity.” Replying to the allegation that racial discrimination was one of the 
reason why sniudiic Indian candidates were not coming forward for emergency 
comniissioiis, Gen llaitley said that if the reference was to differences in pay, he 
would only vernaik tuat. the iiay of the ICO in India was exactly the same as'the 
pay of the Britinh .‘service Officer in England ; in fact, it was some what higher in 
the earlier stagcH. He hoped this would be regarded as a fair basis for fixing 
remuneration. “We alwnys set our face,” be declared, “against what may be cons- 
truted as discrimination in general treatment.” In order to assist soldiers after 
the war to udjiist themselves to civil life, he said, in addition to defend pay, the 
Government credited amounts equivalent to deferred pay to a reconstruction fund, 
to he devoted for schemes for the permanent welfare of the soldiers. There were 
also other saving schemes which were neaiing finality and about which announce- 
ment would be shortly made. Referring to airfields, he said they had b^n 
sited wiyi a view to the most elficient prosecution of the war, both for the defence 
of India Bnd also for operations against cnemy-oempied territory. It would not be 
right to allow considerations as to the i)cace time utilization of auch airfielda to 
detract from operational efficiency : but, subject to paramount operational ne^a, a 
considerable ntimber of airfields had in fact beeu so sited aa to malm them extremely 
uaeful for communication in peace-time. 

The Commerce Secretary, Mr. N, R, Pitlai announced that tbe Government 
had decided to publish the report of the “fact findinjg committee” relating to the 
handloom industry. They had* also under consideration a aehemo for the proper 
control and distribution of yarn. Referring to industrial development ainea the 
war, Mr. Filial aaid that their policy had been to scrutinize every item of import 
and to see whether import could not be substituted by local prodoelion, with 
regard to availability of raw mateiiala, economic production and noaaibilitiea of 
post- war survival. Among nou-feiroua metals a notable ezamfde of development 
waa the production of aluininium. Ihere had been substantial davelopment w the 
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aVM of chemleol* and man; articjfa which were hitherto imixnted wen now bcins 
nrodneed in India. Iheir coat of production showed that. they would be able to 
face -t>Mt-war competition. Mr. Pillai particularly mentions ealeiy raeors, the 
produetion of which had been developed at a uumlicr of centres and was ettfilci**iit 
to meet the vast requirements of the Defence Services and which would in peace- 
time RO a lonp way towards meetiuR civilian demand. KeferriiiR to imst-war plans 
he said that six sub-committees of the Beconstniction Committee had reccniiy'bi^n 
set up to deal with the different aspects of the problem. 

Referring to criticism relutins to grants for Provin. ial PiiUoe Mr. C. E.' /nits. 
Finance Secretary said that the principle was approved by tlie Standing Financn 
Oommitteel as early as Septentber lO.tO. 'I'he uangera from external aggreasioii and 
internal commotion were so real and ^lave then that the India Government had 
advised the provinces to proceed with the scheme regardless of exfteiise siid (hat 
tiisy would share in the cot-t of the additional security m^asureii. As for Mr. 
Hossain Imam's suggestion that the Jhserve Bank should not buy sterling st rales 
in excess of the official rate, Mr. Jotien said that in the opinion of tlio Govern luent. 
operations of the Central Ijimk sl.oi.lcl not be carried primarily with a view to 
profit. As for depreciation allowance, he said that the Government's schedule had 
been framed after a conference with the interests concerned. Tliere hud been uo 
complaints until EFI was introdiuvd. I'he Government would strenuously rtslst 
all attempts to secure a higher depreciation allowance, because they were coiivinctd 
that depreciation of plant and machiiH ry had no relation to working of shifts. If, 
however, in individual cases it was proved to the BnliRfaction of the Govcninient 
that the basic rate was inadequate, the Government would give their favourable 
consideration to these cases, iteferriug to the shortage of biuhII coins, he gave 
figures to show how the output had increased in recent months. Mints wore working 
24 hours at considerable risk to ptunt and machinery. A iird mint was expected 
to commence work by June. Ue also expected active public co-ntioratioii to 
safeguard the poor* man's interest. Mr. Jones regretted that it was not in the 
interests of India to give details of Silver sales. The 811 ver market was iitt ex- 
tremely sensitive and speculative market, which reacted on other markets and any 
disclosure of Silver trausactions was hound to have serious retuTcuMHions all round. 

Dealing with currency expansion and inflation, the Finnn<*c Sct rctary said 
that the operation of two factors, speculation and fear of irivaHioii. was bound to 
result in a general rise in prices, lie claimed that the present expansion of currency 
did not justify the extent of the rise in prices. In recent months people in increas- 
ing numbers were writing and sneaking on this problem and were using plirsst^s 
such as "inflation” which createa what might ho called an "inflation psychology.” 
This, was having a serious effect on the ignorant insHses, The Governnient were 
fully aware of the potential dangers of such a situation, and would not hesitate to 
take efiective steps to deal with it. They were determined to use all the resourcca 

at their command and he hoped that the Council would lend its full sup|>ort to 

any anti-inflation measure the Government might bring in the future. War 
saving was the crux of the problem, declared Mr. Jones. The obvious way was to 
mobilize the resources of the country and return money to the C4overnmeiit in ttis 
form of loans Those who generally cited the UK and the U8A should know 

that war saving was the only method by which prices were being kept in cheek 

there. The existence of external assets would provide for rnsiimiiiiuii of the imiiori 
trade and automatic contraction of currency. Increase in currency was therefore 
only a temporary phase. Mr. Joiiea asserted that sterling would not depreciate 
after the war as was feared by some persons. As for ‘ joint war measures ” b« 
said that the term was used by the Finance Member two years ago. He, howevy, 
claimed that the result of the finaiiciiiJ settlement was ^l to Indias good. India 
for instance would be able to show that she bad paid off her foreign debt and had 
created a sufficient reserve to rehabilitate her industries after the war. The puHIle 
debt of India had increased to a moderate extent. India would be able to idiow 
conaiderable progress in industrial expansion and would have trained personnel to 
man her industries. 

The Tobacco Excise Bill 


*Slh. MARCH The Council of Stale today adopted without a dIvWOn 
Tobacco Excise BBI and the Vegetable Product Excise Bill as passed by the 
slative Assembly. The Oppoeitlon chsllwged a division on the moti^ for otM* » 
deration of the Tobacco tfiil bnt was defeated by 21 votea to- 11. 

Oppocition oriticlem againet the Tobacco &11 was that it imposed not on^ at 
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•dditioniil burden on Che poor container but exceMwe TetpontibilUiet on pnro^vere. 
'Fhey nlto exprettod the epprchentioii that culttvation of tobacco might be given up 
altogether by a large niiniljtM' of growera. who would not like to tow a crop which 
would involve them tii ritkt and troubles. U’he fear was also expretaed by Pandit 
H, N. Kuiizra that a ]>Femiiim would be idaeed on the cultivation of tobac<*o iiy 
caidtalittt on small eniiivatort. He alto questioned the .validity of the Bill aa 
agriculture seemed to him a matter eniireiy under the control of the Provincea, 

Beiteratiug why hia ptiiy were opposed to. the bill, Blr. Hosaain Imam, 
Leader of the ^luslim^Leagtle J'arty said that they were not going to aopport any 
taxation meaHure iMcauae the llovernment had not given tliem a share tii the 
government of the country. He referred to Mr. Fazlal Huq's retignation and auid 
twiniert were c^uming ii\> daily and proof mnltiplied to show the poinilarity of 
the League and the unanimity with which it was repraaeiitiiig the canae of Mualiina. 

Mr. Shavax A. Lai, Deputy Secretary, Legislative apartment, referring to 
the conafitutioiml validity of the Bill, quoted an authority on the Canadian Conati- 
tiition wntch was similar to the ItHlian Constitution to prove that any measure 
which impinged on the Provincial sphere was to the extent of ensuring the success 
of aii essential Federal measure, *Haira vires’* of the Federal authority. He said 
the proviatons of the Bill had been brought to the iiotibe of the Provincial 
Governments and none of them had questioned any of the provisiona. 

Refdytng to the debate, Mr. H&rrp QraenfUld, Director of Central Excises 
explained the whole system of licencing and returns and aaid the Oovernmeut was 
anxious to get the growers on their side. He a»tBure<i the House that the rules 
would be worked lightly for the cultivators and that they should look forward to 
reaping the benefit of the scheme for the improvement of tobacco cultivation as 


Indian Tea Conteol Aktbnd. Bill 

tOth. MARCH The Council of State this morning adopted the ofiSctal Bill to 
asMnd further the Indian Tea Control Act os paosed by the Aseessbly. 

Assam Tea Labocb 

The House then resumed discussion on Mr. P. iF. Sapru^a resolution 
recommending the appointment of a committee to investligate the oondiiions of 
work and living, rates of wages, and methods of recruitment of workers ki Assam 
tea gardens. The resoUition was rejected without a division. Mr. H. C. Frior, 
Secretary, Labour Department, expressed sympathy with the resointiou and declared 
that the Government of India considered ihst an efiquiry of the kind suggested was 
necessary not only to invesligato conditions of Labour on tea gardens ui Assam, 
but also on other piautation areas in India but the inquiry could only be taken up 
wlm the time was opportiuie. The reason why the Government were not able to 
accept the resolution at tha present time was that the time was inopportune for 
conducting aoch an inquiry wbcu the war and defence were upiHtrmost in the minds 
of ever:; body in E. India. Moreover, in the interests of labour itself, an inquiry in 
the prasent abnormal times wss not suitable to get a fair picture of the real 
oonaitions of the res|)onsibility of holding au inquiry at the earliest opportune time. 
Visit to Security Prisoners 

Pandit H, N, Kunzru moved a resolution recommending to the Gh)vertior- 
General in Connoil to suggest to Provincial Governments that members of the 
Central Ijegislature should be treated as visitors to jails and cumpB in their consti- 
tuencies where security prisotinr*'. were deiained and allowed to perform the same 
fanctions for such priROiiers as non -official visisors did for ordinary prisoners. The 
resolution wss witlidravru after the Home Secretary, Mr. A'. Couran Smith had 
explained the Govern meut's viewpoint. The Home Secretary claimed that tiiere was 
no difierchce of 0 ))tnioii between the Government and the Pandit as far as the 
question of uoii-offioial visitors visiting detenus including Congress security 
prisoners was concerned. The difference, however, lay in the personnel of uon'Official 
visitors. The Government maintained that the members of toe Central Legislature 
had no special qualification for that type of work except if the object oi the 
resolution was to disouse. policies with Coiigross detenns. This, however, was not 
permitted under the rules governing tion-officiai visitors. Furthermore, in some 
mvinoes members of Provlnciai L^isUlures were already appointed ex-ofiicio 
non-official visitors to jails, and the Government saw no reason to superimpose on 
them or aupplemeot them by members of the Central Legislature. If, however, the 
obieot of appoiotiog membacs of the Central Legislature as non-official viaitors to 
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]aile wtti lo iOBand or modify tlie.jAUtralci.. oTeii ttei tUa OlMittii' LHdalldtm vm 

wbleet. g e ^toloMd Mm in the ChiM pbmmiwionm* Piwinew naB-oifldd vWton 
WOK -pormittaa to vitit deteiiim iiicdudinit Oonureiift Mouriiy pfiaonart oiid tim 
^verraent were proper^ to ndvitie Uie ProTincidi Gofemmetiie to do the leiiie. 
The Governmeut fchet there ehould Ihs nou-ofAulel vUltore for eeeurlty 

priiotiere. The Oouoeil at this eta^e adioiirned till April 1. ^ 

Hindu Soccbssion Bill 

1^ :--nie ^uncil of Slate UMiay conotirred in the reaolhtibe pmeed 

in the I^Kialatirc Amenably recom mendtiiK that the Bill to amend and modify 
# ♦k relatiiifr to iiiteHtete fliutresHiuu lie ctommitted to a ioint eommittee 

Council elected rha follow ioK to aerve on the 
‘^mmit^. Peiidit H. N. Kiiiiecji Mr. P. N. Sapru, Rai Bahadur Sri Narayan 
y* Kuioar Itoy Chaudliuri, Sir A. P. Pitro^ 

Sardar Bahadur Sirdar Sobha Siiigb, Mr. Hossatn Imam and Mr. Sharaz A. LaJ. 

KecommeiidiUK.to the Houae his motion for reference of the Bill to e aeieot 
oomihittee Mr. Shavax^ A. Lo/, l>eputy Sticrctary, l.eKialatire Uepartrarntti aaid If 
complete iinauimiry ^ in a iHiiuiiitiiiiiy waa p) iw a condition for brin);iiiK forward 
a reformatory legiHlatinii ij waa raiitamutiut to total piohibttioii of that lefEialation. 
Pandit //. N, Kunzru aaid tiiat bare jiiaiioe reqoirtd that the atatua of a cwUKhter 
ihould be raised and that alie alutuld hare both in her father’s and fatlier*iii«law'e 
hoiiae ^ greater indciirndcnce than at preaenr. He considered it hie duty to'support 
the principles uiiderlying the Bill. He refuted the charge of baste brontiht against 
the Government and the Rao Committee and aaid the latter's recommendation for 
the codtAcation of Hindu law in siinceHsive sta;;ea was amply anp|)orted by Hindni. 
The Bill ha<l therefore been drafu^l in Ueierence to eminent Hindu opinion in the 
country. Ho appreciated **the HtateHinunlike attitude of the Law Memlier." who 
ha/1 given several aaBiiraticfs to the opponenta of the Bill, He did not think the 
Government could have taken, a more reasonable view than that, ^tr Aalfan 
Ahrnzdf Law Member, replying remarked that much that he bad to say had beun 
said by Pandit Kunsru. He was not at all* going to a|)Ologise for the legislation ; 
on the other hand, he considered it a privilirgc that hu brought forward a leglsla* 
tion which was boutid to improve the atatua of this country both internally and 
international iy. He related the circumstances since 19'J7 under which the Govern- 
ment undercook to bring forward thia legislation, not of their own volition but 
faced with a barrage of private Bills on the subltfct of improving the position of a 
daughter. On the question of the removal of sex disqnaliAcation he would hsve 
no compromise. He challenged the critics to show him any "srui" j*roving that 
women could not hold property. If they could, he would iiiHtantly withdraw the 
Bill. He said by passiiig this "legislation they would have met Imtii the internal 
and external charges levelled against Indians with regard to the treatment of 
Hindu women and their rights. When the t^rezident put the motion to the votef 
no one opposed it. 'rhe House ad)«>tirned till the 3rd. April, 

Military Pribonb Bill 

Brd. APRIL The Council of State adopted to-day the Military PriMns Bill, 
Trade Marks Bill and the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act (Amend- 
ment) Bill, as passed by the Central Assembly. .ii* w v 

During consideration of the Military Prisons Bill, PandU H, S 
Mked whether the militery »iithoritie» were tUiiikinK ot ■" «>»»> « *!»• 

appointment of non-official visitors to military prisons.^ In 
even at the present time, non -officials hi^ bteu ar>|>oint«l A* 
fails. If military prisons were established and peopla who had formerly been 

eondned in civil prisona were to lie conAn^ Ihteb Arir^LHeva!^^ 
deelrable that there should be tome means by which their grievances could oe 

eeeertained in the same way as thOM of the thwt aa far aa ha 

The Deputy 0-in-C. General Sir Alan Hariley, replyiug, wid ^t M f tf M ^ 

WM ewei^ each .aBBe.Uon h«l eret beeu m«l«. 

piitom in thia country, there wwe military /K"oriSnMa were 

Tidtlnit these priaons and hearing complainta. and aewn* that tM pnao^ w«n 
propSy TSatod j and aimilarly Inifia.. prlaoneta would haea aiHtary and or ait 

coneluded if Bmigat Saado. «>d adiooiMd ^ dta. 
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Proceedings of the Assembly 

Budget Setnon— New Delhi— ^lOth. February to 2nd» April 1*943 

Bbobtagb Of Small Coifb 

The Oentrsl LeKisIstWe Assembly commenced i(B Budget t^cssioii at New D<‘lhi 
on the 10th. February 1943. The news of ^Ir. Gandhi's fast became knoirn ^ust 
about the time the House was assembling and members received it with grave, and 
lor the most part, silent concern. Mr. WiUiam Phillips, President Boosevelr's 
representative was in the Distiimiiislied Visitors’ Gallery. 

The House discussed Mr. Baijnath BaJoria*$ srliournment motion on the 
failure of the Government of India to coi>6 with the serious situation created by 
the shortage of small coins." Members qt the Muslim League and Nationalist 
parties voted for the motion which was rejected by 32 vub*sto 26. Mr. Bujoria, in 
ois speech, asked for a oatHgorical answer to the question whether Government 
mintM small coins for Austrilie. He asked for rigorous punishment for hoarding 
but not of people who kept small quantities of coins. 

In his reply to the debate, the Finance Member, Jeremy Baisman stated 
that the existing' 2 minte, one in Bombay and another in Calcutta were working 24 
hours a day. turning out small coins at the rate of 125,000,0(X) pieces a month and 
It was hoped that when tlie 3rd mint wss put up the output would be increased by 
30;(jQ0,000 pieces a month. Government bad ample stork of metal niid would go 
on turning small coina out as long as the demand was there. On the preventive 
tide, he mentioned the recent Orainances designed to facilitate detection of hoarcL 
Ing and punishment of hoarders. Referring to the complaint of minting coins for 
other countries, Bir Jeremy said that the minting of small coins was a lucrative 
operation and foreign orders for minting were accepted at a time when it was not 
expected that conditions would become so acute in India. In any case, foreign 
oraers absorbed less than 1% of our capacity, and Government had slowed them 
down to the minimum. 

Pafrr Control Orobb 

11th. FEBRUARY The Assembly to-day pussed by 32 votes to 28, Mr. 
Baijnath Bajoria*$ adjournment motion to censure Guvernment on their Paper 
Control Order, 'i'be Nationalist Party, the Muslim League and the Europeans voted 
for the motion. Mr. Bsjoria, iniliutiiig the debate, drew attention to the great 
hardship caused hy the order requisilioning 90 per cent of pai»er roanufactnira in 
India. Mr. Bajoria explained that pre war JnUian prodinttion of pai>er amounted to 

96.000 tons annually and the civil consiuupiion then was 199,0)0 tons Hiinuslly. ^ 
This consumption bad been reduced to 10 per cent, .which would amount to about 

19.000 a year. I'his worked out to iibout 4.b per cent of pre-war eon sumption. The 
Government consumption, on Mie other bainl, bad incrcHsed liy per cent since 
the war began. He admitted that tlie Govtriiment had cut down tbeir demand hy 
10 per cent, but there was still considernide rt»oiu for economirs. Sir Federick 
James characterise^ the Government of India a "J'apir GoverniiienL” und nHFeiied 
it had not yet begun to exorcise any economies in paper eon sumption. He referred 
to the "wastage" m tiie P. W. !>., the Inforinatiou Lei>arimetit, pariicularly in its 
publication, Indian Information and the Government gcnerHlIy in the ))uhtication 
of the Oscette of India and tlie Legislative Assembly Department, bir Frederick 
suggested that on the British model the Government of India should spiHiiiit a 
Paper Economy Committee of iion-o^lciBls to assist the Govern men t in the paper 
economy campaign and that the I’nper Oimirol i>rder sliould bo rigidly r nforced. 

The Labour Member, Dr. Ambedkor, replying to the debate, explained that 
the Pnper Oontrol Order was merely a freezing and not a requisitioning order. 
I'be order was served on the mills, and not on the stoekisis. The implication of these 
two factors was tlist the Paper Cdiitroller could allow the milla to sell more tlian 
10 per cent to the public and the public itself could buy its aiipplies from stockiati 
and hoarders of ps}ier. Explaining the immediate caiisee for nassing the order. 
Dr. Ambedkar said that in the 6r8t six montlis, April to Beptember, Govrriinient 
demnnd for luiper amounted to 34,000 Ions. It wss found that the mills had 
already delivered 16,000 tons. The Govei^ment bad contracted for 25,400 tons of 
paper from the mills. The Goveuiment, therefore, were left with 9,000 tons to 
^ry on for six mouths. Tliey therefore revised their eBlimates. and unified their 
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demand unoiirted to 87 per cMt of 
the miHe pmnetim for eix monthi, Thie wee why the 90 i-er eent f^nw older 

OoTerament hed to i iicn^ I'^neuon of p«|w. Fiiwilyi they nppidiited 

4 > ^*r*^*^* ** .^F Production^ Oommnmtoiier. t^ceoudty. ihey cut out BOB* 

esiiratul rcBtrictcd Goi&eriiinent ntiniremente td ouly e few 

easUy meniifiictur^ Btenderd quail ties. Thirdly the Governiiient bad aetikd the 
^ahiiea that would keep «ch miU’a production at the nniximunt. By theae methode 
ue GoTOTninent anticipat^ an iiioreuae of 12,GX> tons in the |>a|)er iiroduetioti in 
India. The Governineiit had aleo taken 8le|ta to cconomiae paper br arbitrarily 
cuttmg down q^laa for denartinciitB and had effictfd a aarinu of llJfm tone. He 
atati^ tliat by ^em mothodii tlie Qovcriiment hoi»cd to be able to make arailable 
to the publm about 33 per cent oi its normal paper consumption. He did not 
deny that there was room for further economy and he piomie^ to briiiir to the 
notioe of the departnirats concerned the eu^KestioiiR made dniitiK the debate. Mr. 
Bajona waa not Batisfied with the Goreriimcni’B reply. The motion was preaaed 
to a diriaion and passed by 3^ votes anahtst 28 voiea 

Whipping uf Btodkntb In Sind 

fttlL FEBRUABT ^“Whipping is one of the forms of punishment approved 
under Martial Law Regulatioiis and the Government see no reason to interfere 
with the disoretioii of Martial l^w tribunals in this mallei;*’ antd Mr. O. ML. 
Trivedi, War Secretary in renly to Mr. Navalrai in the Cfcntral AHsenihW tonlay. 
Statistics were not available, he added, to show what proportion of the youths 
whipped or caned in Sind were acinai Ktndents, but the maioritv were of iJie 
student age. There waa no case of fainting duiing the inftiction of eltber whipping 
or caning. 

Sales op Silver 

llie Finance Member reiterated in reply to Mr. Navalrai that no tales of silver 
had been made to Uis Majesty’s Govern men i since the bcgiitning of the war 
at rates lower titan the American acquieition rate far iiu|H>rted silver and that 
amee tlie rise in that rate on August 31 last, His Majesty's Government had BOt 
approached the Government of India for any further aalea to them. 

DkFKNCG of INDIA BOLKS 

Aiising from Sir Feros Khan Noon's answers to Mr. Nevalrai's qiieslion on 
the working of (he Defence of India lliiles, Mr. Bsjoria asked: Are the Govern- 
ment aware that the Defence of India Biilee have euperseded the I'enal Code and 
the Criminal Trocedure Code ? 

Faiidii li. K. Maiira followed with the query : Are they aware that even for 
reatitutioii of conjugal rights, the Defence uf India iiules have Iteii used f 
(Loud laughter), 

Vick Pibceb 

The Finance Member, in reply to Mr. Navalrai, rorrected a miiundcrataiidii^ 
which, he said, Lad arisen in relation to the j>res8 rn>oriB of an obwrvatuin made 
by him in the course of the debate on small coins. "It is not correct, ** l?ir Jeremy 
Kaisinan eaid, "that Governniciil are willidrawing the old broiise pice piccee 
and melting them down cither for new coinage or for any other purpose. 
bronze coin as is returned and is ‘serviceable is jiui back at_ once inio circulation 
end it is contemplated tliat the two types of pice will remain in circulation 
together .* * 

Tbe preerot output of pice coiiiR uee Irn million pieere e month, eaid the 
Finence Member, rcpWiiiK to Mr. Ntopy. 'ibie, br ndiUd, would ly eoemented 
when the posflioii in regard to small coin ot higher denoniinniions had been rwk 
tored. Ill addition, 30 million iwo-pice pieces wcic l^iiig mii.ted eyeiy month. 
The Keserve Bank suggested that the example m;! by the Bonii>sy Llectric Supply 
end TtemwesB Co. end followe«l bj Uie Celcuiie lremwe}. by iMiiinn coupon, 
u .nbetitnte for on. pice coin, miplit Iw «' 0 |>ied by oilier coni|).uicB end flrm.. 

^ 1. it tbe policy of tbe Covernment to encouini;c m extoncion of tbie 

pnetiM ,K»ition rwi be reetored. %wb 

Id reply to supplemciitaries, the kinancc Member ■hnnSSli 

of thU kind were not legal tender, thw was no rcasw 
situation* commonsenae local arzaogementB should not be mado. 
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Minting of Coinb for Other Countries ^ 

The Finance Member reiterated that, in accordance with the Government*! 
rw...y of utilising to the full tlietr available. reKOiiroea to further the cause of 
the Allied Nations, eertaiti foreign orders ware in the rast nudertaken from time 
to thne maiitly for Middle East. Some of these orders included coin of sinalier 

denomination, 'i'he only order executed for Australia conaiKtiiig of nine million 

broiise pennies and six million bronze half pennies Avas undertakeu as long ago 
aa December 1041. 

No foreign orders had been accepted since the small coin shortage became 
manifest in India and the rate of execniion of outKianding commitments waa 
slowed down at once to a^ minimum and now i‘c|)rcsr;iited icss than one per cent 

of our minting capacity. 'J'bese transaclions were all carried out at a reasonable 

profit to Government. 

Mr. Bajoria asked if the Finance Member would enquire into what happened 
to the large number of small coine paid into the railway stations and post and 
telegraph olTices. 

Sir Jeremy explained thatMn normal times these pUi'cs had to be provided 
every day with a certain anioiint of small coins and under present conditions, the 
net result of the transactions was an outgo of small coins and there was therefore 
only a small quantity of small coin available even at these places. 

Brothels in Oalcuita 

In reply to Mr. Ncogy, Mr. Trivedi stated tliat following a siruiig remonst- 
Tsnee on the part of military authorities, the nllegalioiis made against those 
authorities in the November issue of the Calcutta Diocesan Record aliout the 
provision of brothels for the fighting forces were siibstnntiatly withdrawn in an 
article in the December issue. 

The Ooveriiroent of India had been informed as follows by the Provincial 
Government as regards the question whether respectable people of the localities 
concerned were asked to leave their bouses in order to make way for brothels : 
**With the arrival of large numbers of troops, brothels sprang up in various 
localities In Calcutta. Numbers of these were at once closed down, but some 
started in the vicinity of existing brothels were allowed for a time to remain : but 
there was no question of turning residents out of their houses to mske way for 
such estaiilishments, nor was any action with the oi>jcct taken ; and on receipt of 
various complaints, including com plaints from the Metropolitan of India, these 
were also closed down. No brothels for the troops have been provided by the 
authorities.” 

*Tt is no part of the policy of the civil or the military auiliorllics,” added Mr. 
Trivedi, "to provide brothels f«»r troops or to assist in sucli provision.” 

Govt, and the I’kbss 

Bardar Bant Singh asked a number of qiiesiinits about the ' breach” between 
^he Government and the Indian Press over the publication of news cGiioerning 
Professor Bhaiisali's fast. 

Q. What steps do the Government proi»osc take to conciliate the Press ? 

'Ilie Uome Memi)er : As what the hoii. Member calls the breach has been 
closed, this part of the question does not arise. 

Mr. Navalrai : Is the breach completely closed ? 

'Hie Home Member : A breach is either closed or open. I Ihink it is closed, 
(liaughter), 

Q. Is the Press satisfiod ? 

A. I^have no means of kiiowiYig Uiat. 

Air Raid Casualties 

llte Civil Defence Secretary, replying to Mr. Chatfopsdhjaya, gave details of 
the time and daAe and nnmiisr of air ranis in Culcnita, Ohitiagong and Fen> 
horn Beptember 16, 1942 to February 10, 1946. 

In reply to aupplemeutariee, Mr. Bymona said that the total caaualtiea in 
‘ all faide in India eiuce April 1942 were 348 killed and 4r)9 wounded. 

War Position In The East 

Mr. C. M, Tfivtdi read out a lengthy answer to a queelion on the situation on 
the Eeatern and Boiitheni borders of India. 

Ihe President pointed out that the ohjcct of interpellations was to elicit anawera 
on definite points end i^ was a well catabliahed rule of the Houee Uiat during 
question time any lengthy etatement on any subject wae not the proper way a 
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n^jlpg. WhiA tne Chdr wmiM siit'giiit «m that m ngudn the ir«r eitnetion 
the GoTernment might coneidar wlictber it wm not dminibla to inue a proi>er 
etetement end whether the Memhur reepoiieible for Oefmee ehonM not take the 
Honw into coniideuce in boido other miuiner bo far m Uie pro^roBB cif war waa 
concerned. 

Mr. Trivedi^ in bis reply to the qtieBiion, stated : 

, *‘1'b« defence policy on the EiiBterii border of Iiidie, which «•*»§ neccBBary 
during the time when the Burma ^ Army had to be reorganieed and re«eqiiipped 
following ilB withdrawal, hae now given place to one in which the armed forcea 
in India are only waiting for the moat hiiitablH moment to take tiie (iffenaife. 
During the Summer of last year tiiere was every portsihility that tlie Japaiieae 
would follow up our withdrawal by attempting to invade Nortfiern Assam and our 
forces were disposed to meet not only the threatmed land invasion, but also the 
poseibility of a seaborne attack either in Bengal or on the couet of Kastern and 
Boutberu India. 

**The eastern frontier may be considered in two parte : the Aasam-Burma border 
and the frontiers of Eastern Bcugal. In the former, there has htren, :ih yc', no 
major encounter with the enemy end activity has been coiifitiffl to P’ltroiling by 
both Bides. Ihe situation is, however, very Hatisfactory, the morale of tlie iron Is 
high and we may be confident, of the results of any action with the eiiemv. 

‘*On the Bengal Frontier, we have made an advance down the Arnkan i'oaat 
which has removed the immediate land threat to the Bengal Frontier and has 
carried our pressure against the enemy^a forward troopa into Japanese-occupied 
territory. There is little which I can add to the reports which have been published 
in the press, except to say that, owing to maintenance difficulties in a country 
largely devoid of roads suitable for military transport, operations have necessarily 
been alow. The morale of the troopa in this area also is very high and good rela- 
tions prevail with the civil population who have given our troops much aasialance. 
The Royal Indian Nai^ has played its part in the Arakan operations in auptmit of 
our military forces. In the air, our forces and those of our American a Hies are 
being steadily augmented with modern tyfics of aircraft, and bomber formations are 
regularly attacking military objectives in areas occupied by the enemy, while other 
aircraft carry out fighter sweeps and escort duties. The results of these air 
operations have been most satisfactory. 

*Tn Bouthern India, energetic preparations for defence still coutiniiea ; but 
although the threat of sea-borne invasion has not entirely disappeared, allied naval 
BuccessM in the Houth-West Pacific have considerably reduced the t»OHsibiliiy of 
such attacks and our forcea are fully sufficient to deal with any attack 'which could 
possibly develop. 

Jap Am Raids 


**There have been no naval or land attacks on the frontier of India. Enemy 
air forces have, however, attacked certain areas in Eastern India. Chittagong 
district has been raided ten times and on the whole damage baa been alight. 
There have been five attacks in the Ferii area which have caused negligible damage. 
On three occasions in October 1942, aerodromes used by American forces were 
bombed. Oalcutta has been raided seven tiroes and full reports of these raids nave 
appeared In the press. Apart from this, there have been no other air raids on India 
daring the last six months. ^ ^ , 

*1 am afraid that it is not possible for me to give doUils of defence arrange- 
ments, since these details might assist the enemy in planning further attacks. 
The HoD*ble Member may, however, rest assured that adtqiiafe precautions have 
been taken and that .full use is being made of modern equipment. Our defences 
are eapable of dealing with any scale of attairk which the enemy la likely to 
deliver. It ie, of course, impoHsiblc to guarantee inlpr»»piion of enemy aircraft 
bat the recent auccesaee of our night fighters over the Oalcutta area have provided 
impreeeive evidence of what the enemy is up against in any attempt to penetrate 
far into Indian territory,” 

Alleged Police Excbsbbr 

Tlie House next resumed discwwion of Mr. K. C NeogyJ$ resolution moved 
in tiM laet eeesion urging an enquiry by a committee of memlmie^ of the Hoeae 
into allefcations of **exceBBes” committed hy the police and t^ military in «dea1tng 
with the recent dieturbances In the country. The debate did not oonclude lo-dsy 
end wee adjourned to the next non-ofScial day, Febrnw 18* , 

In Ow oontM of the debote oo Mr. Neogy’e tMoluto. Mr. Jamnadof Mahia, 
ia ■■ nnanmd of the morMnent whidt foUomd aftot Angut t 
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iMt, deeliired that it lacked not only an appreciation of the Kuve international 
sitnation, but also lacked all aenae of pro(K>rtion ; it wm a movement lor the 
enslavement of India by the Janancte. Ue believed that the peoide reapooilble for 
it haa been arrested too late. He, however, could not see how ’‘exceMea’* eonid be 
justified in siippreiMinK disturbancee. In the interest of the war effort theae 
txcesaea could not be allowed to occnr. At preoAiit in the proviucea a policy of 
frifchtfiilneaa was followed in ord<fr to terroriae the people and It fdl on the 
Government to enquire into cases of intimidation and terrorisatiou and to puniah 
those responsible ri>r tliem. 

Pandit Nilukanta Das nr^ted that inatead of entmatina the enquiry to the 
members of the Mouse, the invest1»i;stloii should be carried ont by a Judicial body 
to he ai>iH)iii(vd by tJie Government. He wanted to incorporate thie amendment 
ill the resolution. 

Sir Mohd. Yanin Khan (Miislini l^eaftae), supporting the amendment of Dr. 
Ziauddin that the enquiry should also be held into the "exeetees” on the other side, 
said that the iKilicy of tlie Muslim LeaKiie bad been not to allow or tolerate 
ex**.easca by any party, either by hooligans or those in charge of law and order. 

Sardar Sant Singh asked if any steps had been taken to verify the allega- 
tions made in the House 'during the last session against the GKiveroment. The 
Government's present fiolicy was a negation of the Rule of Law. 

Mr. Oovin t Deshmukh and Mr. Lalehand Navalrai further supported the 
resolution, Mr. Dealimukh, giving details of incidents in his province, the Oentral 
Provinces, including those of Chimiir. Mr. Navalrai said if the Government opposed 
the demand for an enquiry, it would be consirtied aa an attempt to screen their 
own men. 

Tile Home Member, Sir Reginald Maxwell, replying to the debate, announced 
that the Government would opfioae all attempts to place their employees in 
Uie dock. Public servants must be supported, he said, in all their legitimate 
actions, 'fhe House, ho was sure, would agree that all outnmes must 
be suppressed by all means available. Law and Order wonla become 
impoesible if Government servants had to face an enquiry as proposed by 
the resolutiou. Without a firm and loyal police and public services the writ of the 
Mouse and similar institutions could not ruii. 

The Government had not been Idle since the resolution was first debated 
last eession. They had seiii round to the Provincial Governmente copies of the 
debate for such action as they thought fit to take. He explained that no enquiry 
was possible into vague and indefinite allegations and most of the allegations made 
during the debate were vague, indefinite or represented only one aide of the story. 
For instance. Mr. Jamnadas Melita*e story of Naiiderbagh omitted the fact that 
the )M)lice liad to deal with a mob of over 1,000 strong, which was pelting atones 
and brickbat! on the former. Tlie t^olice fired 10 ronuda. Fourteen people were 
injured and five killed, but only one amongst those killed and three amongst the 
iujiired were under 16 years of age. The House must remember that Mr. Jamna- 
das Mehta was not present on the spot and his statement was bssed on hearsay 
evidence^ 

Mr. Meogg : Was the hon. gentleman present on the spot ? Sir Reginald : No. 

Mr. Neogy : Then his statements are equally based on hearsay statements. 

Sir ‘Reginald referred to the i.<aw Member's speech on the reeolution during 
last session and said that the Government entirely stood by the assurances given 
by Sir Sultan Ahmed then. '^Goverument entirely deny tiiat there is any policy of 
frightfuliiem aa alleged by Mr. Jaifiiiadas Melita", bo declared. The Home Mem- 
ber assertea that no exceea wcke cooimitied and no exeeuiva force was need in 
putting down the diaturbanoea of last Ahgiiat. If exceseee had taken place, they 
refweilfcnted only isolated casea and not the genera' policy of the Gk>vemment, The 
Qoveriimeiita coifqemed. however, had taken action against persons in those oaeea. 
For instance, casea against policemen were pending in 0. Ph U. P. and Delhi. Aa 
theae exceesee wm not a part of the general policy of the Government, thetb waa 
no ease made for an Ali-India enaniry. 

The Home Meniber asked the House to be csreful in Judging so-oalled exoesses. 
The Honae must remember that it was the mob which was violent to begin with and the 
police had the arduous task of restoring order and protecting Government property. 
Sir Reginald disoloaed that tltl ihe middle of November laat, 49 fatal and lim aon- 
fatal cases amongst thepolioe fbrbe were reported from mob violence. Ibb viblenee waa 
reapousible for detroying or badly damaging 129 police stations and posts. 424 
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fl^nent ]Mdiii|!i, 818 ndim) tteUoot and SM port ua 
Then wen 103 oum of Mtunii donoKo to nilwav tiaok ud ii«k aoaia aariAnli 
damage or dealructton of telegraph JSd teleptone Item wd' hSLlSSHow! TnSa 
won tbioo CM in which military property and 

damaged; 0%ere wer^4 fatal caam a0a*TO non-fatal eaaee amongat the m^Htary 
from mob violent These Bgarea would indicate the dia nbdita? 

Oie goyemment had to faoe in this country. ' •enoasnom of tbo laMlion, 

Aa^ women and children the Home Member aaM that it was not ■»—«-» 
that in dealing mob twienoe of the eharaeter referred to aboye, in aoaaa eaaea 
innocent mraona had Mffer^. But he assured the Honte that it was art w^ 
Mtion against them, i be House, he said, mast also take into oonsideration how 
in^nt iierMos^re mado to sufTor by mob yioienee and bomb outraMS inyat^ 

ii^rt India. He was sutpused that no demand had boon made for^ onq^ 

into the condnot of the perpetrators of . such outrages. Looking from thia ^nt 
of yiew. Bir Zianddin’e amendment was more logical. The Goyernment, hot^! 
wen oppoaed to any enquiry and, therefore, would oppose the reaolatioii and the 
vanoas amandmentae 

Dr. Bo«ner« gays hili support to the resolotion. He had not eoneiiidad 
wlien the debate ^jpurned to the nest non-offidal day and the Houm toolTiiD 
Mte Jamanadaa Mrataa adjournment notion. 

IKADBCIDACY OF DsAnMnO AUlOWAHCS 

Mte Jotnn<id€i8 Mehta s adjouroment notion, ezpreaiinf^ dtim tiafacHon wlUi 

uMrneM allowanoe recently^ given to non-ridiwaj Gk>mnment amplojiea 
was next debated and reiected by 37 votes to 27. Members of the Mnslim tiimrie 
Party voted fax the motion. The European Group voted against It, alihom 
toiler in 4he sitting when Government objected to admitting the adjoimrmaot 
motion and the Ghstr asked sapporters of the motion -to stand, membm of ihe 
Enropeaft Groi^ were among members who stood. 

Moving his adioarament motion, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta ovitleised the Govern- 
ment policy with regard to the question of dearness aHowanoe to all \m*pM 
servatiia and said that Whereas the cost of living had tiaen by 102 per cent the 
mazimnm eompensatton granted to a low-paid Government eeivant was only 21 
per eeiit What eboiiid have been done waa that the low-paid ataif ahonld Imyo 
been treated as they were in September 1939. He also piotaited otsongly agaliial 
the *'oondact of the CkiverniiieBt for not consulting the ropieseatativos of tho 
variottc employeee most vitally affected by the rite ia the ooct of living**. In any 
ease, he enid, those living on the verge ox starvation ahonld be folly eompensated. 

Replying to the motion, Df. Ambedkar said that it raised two points, namsiy. 
the moagreneas and inadequacy of the dearness allowanee announoed on Jaouan 
23 and the failure ol the Government to oonenlt the represen tativea of the trade 
unions. He said he had great aympatby with the motion, hot it was evidmtly 
bsted on misuuderstsnding. There wss no finality in the decieion of the Govem- 
ment and there was no reason to assume that the amount grsnM oonld not be 
altered sabaequently. it was a matter for the Government to decide the form of 
any farther dearness allowance whether it should be in cash or foodstuflk. With 
regard to the other point, he explained that there was no diflBcnlty in oontaeting 
the representatives of labour. The Government could easily ito so in ^ esse ck 
rsilwmymen, whose Fe^.rstion existed, but eimilsr contact with other depnrfasoto 
could not be establiahed for want of single Tepiecentative bt^ies. Even tiisn, he 
pointed out, that the Government made efforts to oonsult the representatives of 
the postal employees sod the secretariat staff. ITie policy of the Government was 
that it always consulted its workers in such matters as to as possible. 

Railway Budget for 19^-44 

tSth. FEBRUARY The Railway Bud^ for 1943-^ was presen to in ^ 
Assembly today. Presenting the estimates, Sir Edward Benthall, Transport Mmoer, 
forecast for 1942-43 a surplus of Rs. 36.^crorw (Bs. 

and Rs. a33 crores more than the oripnal esUmate; and for 19»^ a surplwi M 
Rb. 36.04 erores. Inerease in earnings, he ^d, to been 

▼trying In extent practically from beginning of the ye«, excwt dunngperwds MBoto 
hy political disturbances and widesprto satoagA w hen * 
goods traffic. The broad f 
Bocceeded In maintaining . . 
military and every eeeenlial industry, 
would be traneported at all events. 
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Xn bis review of a year of ''unparalleled activity and prosperity’* lor Indian 
State-own^ railways. Sir Edward said : "Prosperity is illusory bat although critics 
will give the Railways little credit for It. I would remind the House that if that 
l^n earned not as in other industries by a heavy increase in the price of what 
we offer, transport, but mainly by making the best of the available equipment. 

"For the Army, we are running more than 400 special troop trains every 
month, and we estimate that in the current year we shall carry 15 millions 
tons of military traffic, compared with 500,000 tons in peace-time. 

''The Railways have provided a large number of vehicles, specialized and 
otherwise including ambulances, for use in India and on other fronts, and also 
a very large mileage of sidings and a number locomotives and wagons for 
Army Depots; while 19,000 men in railway workshoi'S have made a notable 
contribution on the munitions front. 

"We have the assurance of the military authorities that the requirements 
of the Army have been met satisfactorily". 

In 1942-43 total traffic receipts were expeiited to be Bs 1491; crores (Bs. 144 
crores from State-owned .lines and Rs crores from worknd lines), i* e. Rs. 14 

crores more than last^ year and Rs. 19 crores more than the original estimate. 

Total working expenses iiicltiding Rs. li.5S crores for (h precinlion and Rs. 2.67 
for payment to worked lines are Rs. 86.52 crores, and exceed last year’s expenses 
by Rs. 7 crores. Of the expected Burplus of Rs. H628 crores. general revenues 
will receive the originally budgeted iiniouiit of Ks. 20.13 crores, which is Rs. 2.36 
crores over and above the current and arrear con tri billions actually due from 

railways under the existing convention and the railway depreciation fund 
will receive Rs. 16.08 crores, the balance of Rs. 7 lakhs goinii: to railway reserve. 
The depreciation fund will also receive Rs. 6.30 crores by transfer from the 

the railway reserve and the railways* debt to the depreciation fund will thereby 
be wii^d out. The balance in the fund will be Rs. 82.19 crores. The balance 
In the railway reserve will be about Rs. 56 lakhs, 

Against a works programme of about 26^ crores, including Rs. 4} crores for 
the balance of the purchase price of the B and N W and R and K Rys. there is a 
provision of Rs. 24 crores (Ra. 13 crores from caiiital and Rs. 11 crores from 
depreciation fund), more than half of which is for locomotives and wagons. 

Sir Edward pointed out that despite a .vigorous campaign to induce passen- 
gers to travel only when they mnst, there had ixjcn an increase of 3,000 million 
passenger miles last year as compared with 1938-39, while this year these figures 
had been exceeded. Reductions in passenger train services amounted to a 
saving in train miles of approximately 37% of the pre-war figure, and this 
curtailment had been necessary to provide for military and goods traffic and to 
conserve cdal stocks. 

He could offer no hope at all of any improvement in respect of comfort 
or speed in passenger travel so long ns priority demands continued, but if it was 
asy solace to passengers in this country, he would mention that he 
had been informed recently by a prominent American railway official that in 
the U. S. passenger trains were on certain lines subject to the same great delays 
as ill present-day India. 

No change in fares and freights is contemplated in 1943-44, and the budget 
estimate assumes traffic receipts of Rs. 15 crores, Rs. 75 lakhs more than the 
current year. Total working expenses, including depreciation and payment to 
worked lUnes, are estimate at Bs. 88.14 croves, Bs 1.62 crores more than the 
current year. Of the surpluk of Rs 36.04 crores, to which strategic lines 
contrmule Rs. 29 lakhs, Rs. 27.10 crores will go to general revenues and Bs. 
8.94 crores to railway reserve. At the end of the year there will be a balance 
of Bs. 84 ^yores in depreciation fund and Rs. 9} crores in railway reserve. 

He paid a tribute to railway officers and staff, of whom 99.7% are Indians 
or Anglo-Indians, for their loyalty during the open rebellion of last autumn 
and lor carrying on in dangercus areas. They had deserved well of India during 
a difficult year. No less than 126,000 men serving therein have voluntarily 
enrolled the Defence of India Units. / 

Referring to the grant of ndief to railway workers he said: "In addition to 
dearness allowanoe, numerous other arrangements have been made to assist them, 
sueh as family evaonation oonoesBionB, war injury relief, emergency^ allowances, 
educational concessions end so on,. The scheme of desroess ellowence sanctioned in 
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which would help ttRbtlize the cost of living for the worteS! ^ 

\ *P^^i**^ of wagons and locomotiveB he said : “So far we have 

^'c have received 265 and 
espect to receive about 6,207 by the end of 1943.44 Of tniiri iranwi US 

Ae*tS^and US Govern^Jn tn 'f cxpect to get. Pressure has been maintained on 

, ® UB and US Governmeiita for the supply of broad ffsuire locomotives, and 
although Bome outstanding ordera on England have been suspended, arnn^menta 

So'a; pS “ 

broad gauge will be followed by 14o more goods engines, but the date when tbeae 
may bo exp^ted has yet to be settled. It has been requested that arrangements be 
flup})jy of a tur her lfS() liroad^gauge loeoraotives during 1044. 

Tim house will be interested to know that plans are already actively being 
prepared to set up a locomotive eonstruftioii shop in India during the war if 

physically possible, although this is iiiiUkely owing to the ditlieulty of securing 

plant and raw material, and if not, as part of the imnietliate post-war reconstruc- 
tion ^an. 

Referring to the transport of rood he stated mat, in order to remedy the 
serious mal-distribution which was the chief cuihc of the present grave food situation 
rather than any Biibstaiitial Bl-.ortagc of food grains, special j>riority bad been given 
to the movement of foodstuffs and assured the House that so long as the ne^ 
arose, foodstuffs would he moved in high priority. If coiifideneo were restored and 
bumper rabi crops wore liarvested the railways would be further strained to move 
such crops promptly but it would be done. 

By the end of the current year, the railwa^R hoped to pay off completely the 
debt both to general revenues and to the depreciation fund. In the division of the 
next year’s surplus 2 conflicting interests had to be considered, viz., the provision 
of ^adequate funds to cover ])OHt-war rehabilitation and to meet interest charges in 
periods of trade dettression on the one hand, and the plight li the general taxpayer 
on the other. According to 8ir Edward, in peace-time the coiivcntion had brought 
the railway finances into a moat parlous position from which they had been secured 
for the present by the abitonnnl conditions of a world war. The convention had 
equally failed in war-time since it gave inadequate relief to the general tax-payer 
and it has been necessary to introduce a moratorium from time to time in order to 
secure to general revenues an iiicreasfd share of the surplus, 'fbe Government had, 
therefore, decided to abandon so much of the exisling separation convention aa 
provides for contribution and allocation of the surplus to general revenues and to 
ustiibute the surplus expected I rom commercial lines in 194:M4 between general 
revenues and railways in the proportion of 3 to 1 

Till a new convention was adopted the distribution of each year’s surplus 
would be decided ‘^ad hoc” after duly weighing the respective needs of general 
revenues and railways. ' A resolution asking the approval of the Assembly to this 
arrangement would be moved later during the session. He considered that these 
proposals, which were an initial step towards a fresh settlement, were a reasonable 
mean between the claims of Railways and general finance. In the opinion of the 
Railway i^artment, from a financial point of view, it would be thoroughly unsound 
to allocate such a large percentage of railways surplus to general revenues unless 
railways were relieved of the burden of a fixed annual contribution, regardless of 
whether a surplua is actually earned or not, and that the canons of wund railway 
finance dictated that apart from contribution to the depreciation fund at least 8 
erores per annum should be set aside auniially to railway reserve. 

It was not proposed to ask the House to consider the of a new con- 

vention until it was possible to foresee, with greater certainty, the future trend 
of railway earnings. The Government’s proposals provi^ a fixable arrangenBent 
wMdj. wUla talieTtag the reiweye ol to 

of antplUMe, ptoeperooi timee to meet fntote ?®“***“**®“J® 
vo«M enebie them to meke 

gencies and at the same time make large contnbutiooe when most needed to gcneml 

I*-*** hot to 

MEyiM landend which muet he to measuie of tiiooeie io teilwey opantiiMM. !■ 
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llM 0 OBung jmx, I pnVf to um' Mr. C^anhiirs woidft tluit idlwoTmai maf 
ompe blood and tean^ but come wbat ma^, we will dedicate ooreeWae to anoHiK 
jcar of aweat and toil to the eervice of the nation and to the eanee of fictory.** 

Food Gbais0 Situation 

laih. FBBBUART :-^**The net gap in onr total supply of food grains during 1948 
after taking into account the increase in our requirement, will not exceed 2:000,000 
toniL imrpeenting a deftcit of not more than 4% in our total annual produetioD of piinci- 
pal food graias.** said Mr. N. JR, Sarhir^ Food Member, initiating a S-day dd^teou food, 
fnd, drugs and standard cloth. **In some ot the years immediately preceding the 
war we polled thro^h eqnal or bigger ahortages without feeling much strain,** 
Mr. Sarkar added. 'The carry-ofcr from previons years might no donbt hsTe stood 
na in good stead, bat even after allowing for this, the Honse will agree that the 
estimated deficit as such is certainly not of an order that will warrant any panic 
or alarm. The iwarcity of which we hear so much at present is confined almost 
entirely to the urban centres ci the conptry. We must realiie that there is no 
suggestion of a famine in the' country bat a stringency which it is hoped wul be 
tem^rary in the urban centres of toe non-agriculturai production. The efihet of 
the measnres taken by Government, he said, had been seen in the past faw dayiL 
Gt^emment agents operating in the Puniab had been able to parchase over 60,000 
tons of wheat as against the 8,000 ana odd tons which was all that they coaid 
pnrdhase during the month previous to the lifting of the control pricei. These 
porehases had no donbt been effected at a price considerably above uiat fixed by 
•the recent control measures. It was encouraging however that the price, despite 
the heavy pnrchaeeB of the last few days, was still falling and there was i^od 
Tenson to hope that it would fall still further. Government, he assured ‘the Hoosq, 
fUd not propoae to relax control over the trade in grain. While their policy was to 
free •the primary wholesale markets from price control, they contemplated that the 
aetail jnioes' for grains would continue to be controlled on the basis of the prices 
nievailiqg ‘in the •primary wholesale markets. BummarislDg the present ..position, 
Ifr Barker referred to the stepe taken to Improve the supply position and said that 
In adffition to the grow-mon4ood and fodder campaigns, .the anangement for 
bnports of wheat itom nbroad and the scaling down of exports to ndghbonxing 
eonntries, there would soon he a drive to cut down all internal 'Wastage in food 
apfion. Beferring to standard doth, Mr barker said diat it wosJa xetoh the 
1 hy April. The debate was sd]ourned to February. 17. 

RWiiifw OF Mabatma Gandhi IIbqbd 


Pondit X. K. Utdira nut moved an adjournment motion on Mr. 
QaadhiVi fast and ^appealed to membera of the Honse to set aeide all 
poHtloal coaaidciatkNM and unite in demanding the *fim mediate and nneonditional** 
leleaaa of a gnat Indian who, be eaid, was revered by ail daeeee of people. 

He wae eupported by Mr. fit M. Jo9h^ Sardar Sant BingK Dr* P, 
Btumim, and Mr. T, T, Kritihnamwhari, Sir Henry Eiehardeon, Nawaheada 
iAagnai AH Khen and 6ir Cowa»j Momgir put forward other points of view. 

Pandit Mditra said he waa not concerned with vindicating Hr. Gandhi’a 
political policy. Bot, he asserted, on an impartial perusal of the oomspondc^ it 
would appear that Mr. Gandhi could not by any honest man be accuied of penonal 
complidty in the vkdenoe that awept over the country. 

ifr. Joehi said that if Mr. Gandhi was released unconditionally, he would 
leeonaider the situation. He himself bad said so in bis letter. Mr. &Bdhl bad 
said be wrated to hdp the country out of liie present situation. The qoeation bad 
been asked why should not Mr. Oandbi condemn violence from prison 7 Mr. Joafaf 
aaid it waa against the dignity of a human being to ask him to express opinions 
whOe In prison* in order to secure release. It was wrong mud unworthy of the 
British people and of the Government of India to impute motivea to Mr. 
and say that the fast wn> blackmail. 

Sardat Sant Singh asserted tha>V the position now was tiie result of Imatmtion 
oanaed by* the absence of a National Government at the Coitreu He urged Mr. 
Qandhl*a release in order to enable him to review the aitnation In the abamw 
and evdve a better order for the world. ^ 

Dr, P. N, Sanerjae eaid the objeot of the motion wen not to eeneure itm 
Qovemisent but to lave a i^wcioiia ilia about which people all over the woM mm 
gmfly pertnxbed. 



— ISDi. Fn. *43] BELBABE OF MAHATMA GANDHI 167 

, . }f* Kruhnavfaehari piotMtad •f'Aiiiat tba nw of tbe word blockmail and 
mia it would go down in history ss having been flung against the greatest among 
ttving Indians. 

Nawabfc^a Liaqvat Alt Khan expreraed full eympathy with the aentimentsl 
SS®®SF9 which the Hindu members felt over the seli-inflictcd ordeal which Mr. 
Mndhi was undergoing and he joined in the hope that he would survive the ordeal. 
After reiterating the Muslim League deelsration that there was no fn^^dom for 
wis country ^ess every nationaUiy in* it was made to feel free. Nawabzsda 
All Khan said that the correspondence between the Viceroy and Mr. 
Ganui did not disclose any likelihood of any efibrt being made to secure a Hiiidu- 
Muslim settlement. He requested the mover end his supporters to convince him 
fthe speaker) that if Mr. Gandhi was released tliere was a probability of a Uindu- 
Muslim settlement. The correspondence revealed thst the Viceroy believed that the 
Congress was an enemy of the country and yet the Muslim league was asked to 
come to terms with the Congress before the British would transfer power to other 
Indians. The Muslim League, he said, bad not the power and authority, sod it 
could neither support the release nor the detention of Mr. Gandhi. U was the 
Government'a duty to maintain law and order and it was their resitonsibiliiy to 
decide lor themselves whether this could be done by Mr. Gandhi’s detention or his 
release. If the Muslim League was in power snd in s position to control the 
■itustion then it would have been for it to decide, but as it was the League did 
not propose to take reapoasibility when it bad net the means to control the situation 
that might be orewted in the country. 

Sir Henry Hichardton (European Group) said that putting aside political 
views, his Group fully understood snd appreciated the great respect and rovcii ncc 
which Mr. Gsndhi commanded and they fully sympathised with the horror which a 
fatal result to bis fast would evoke. On the other baud, they viewed wiih no less 
horror the deaths of all those innocent victims who died violently as a result of 
the declaration of civil disobedience. The fast was no less a threat to antliority 
without which Uiere would come a chaos which his Group dared not contemplate. 
The fast was coercion and no Government worth the name could submit to it and 
retain any authority. His Group, therefore, fully approved the attitude which the 
Government had taken. 

Sir Reginald Maxwell referred to Mr Gandhi's demands, and said that the 
Government, without granting any of them, informed Mr. Gandhi that they would 
release him for the purpose and for the duration of the fast in order to make it. 
clear that they disclaimed reaponsibility for its consequences. On tliat Mr. Gandhi 
replied that if he were released be would at once abandon the fast and that he had 
conceived the fast only as s prisoner. Thus, if be were released the object for 
which he declared hia laat although still unfulhlied would recede into background. 
As a free man be would neither demand these objects nor fast. Interpreted in 
this way, his fast would seem to amount to little more than a demand for relcaoc. 
The Home Member went on to quote from Mr. Gandhi's earlier writings, declaring 
that hungerstrike had positively become a plague and it was well that the Working 
Committee had condemned the practice in unequivocal terms so far at least as 
hungerstrike for discharge from imprisonment was concerned. Continuing, <6ir 
Beginald said Mr. Gandhi was the acknowledged leader of an open rebellion in 
which he denied the authority of the existing Government and sought to overthrow 
It. Before that, be was entitled to be beard by the Government like any other 
subject sud was heard. But by declaring civil war, i. e. rer>ii(liuting the meUnxi of 
discussion, be forfeited thst right so long as he remained an open rebel. 11c could 
not claim to function except through the success of his method. Be could not 
take part in public life under the protection of the law he denied. He could be h 
cilixen yet not a subject. This was Uie position resuliiug from the CougrchS 
resolution of August 8. In some of tbe published correspondence, Mr. Gandhi had 
made much of bis intention of seeking an interview with the Viceroy. But the 
Congress resolution still stood together with Mr. Gandhi’s own words *do or die.’ 
It was not the method of peaceful persuasion to come to tbe (lerson whom yon 
wished to convince, armed with s resolution declaring mass rebellion, lie also 
quoted from Mr. Gandhi’s speech at the Al.C.C. after the reaolution of Aiignat 8 
waa paaeed. when Mr. Gandhi declared he was not going to strike a bargain and 
ha waa not going to be aatisfied with anything el^ than complete frwlqm. 

The Home Member went on to repeat that the Government did and must 
hold Mr, Gandhi reaponsible for the recent hapoenings that had so disturbed the 
paaee of India, eaniied so much loee of life and prop^y of innocent persons and 
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brought the country to the brink of a terrible danger. Mr. Gandhi and hie 

colleagues might seek to repudiate their method now that it had proved nosnccessfni 
blit none-the-less the responsibility was theirs. 'J'hose deeds could not be undone. 
If Mr. Gandhi wishes to dissoriate himself from them, he could have spoken for 
himself without consulting the Working Committee. Gould he then, without cancel- 
ling the Congress movement, without even assurances for the future, claim at any 
moment to step back as though nothing had happened into the public life of the 
country and be received by tlie Qoveinnient and society as a good citizen ? When, 
therefore, the Government found that the fast could only be prevented by 
nnconditidnal release, tbe^ had no choice but to adhere to the policy already 

declared. The policy was either right or wrong in itself. If the Governmeuc con- 
s<;ietitiously believed that it was right a fast could make no difference to it. The 
Government of India could not surrenaer their judgment under the threat of a fast. 

The Home member referred, in conclusion, to the privileges given to Mr. Gandhi 
during the fast, and said that short of artificial feeding, to which Mr. Gandhi 

strongly ot>jected, he was denied no medical attention or nursing which might 

))Ossibly help to save his life. He had stated that this was a fast according to 
capacity and he did not desire to take his own life. The Government could only 
hope that at this late hour he might realize the peril and the folly and the 
un worth! ness of attempting to 'do- what might prove b^ond his powers. 

Mr Jamnadaa Mehta said that the speech of t<ir Reginald Maxwell was itself a 
reason for Mr. Gandhi’s release. Sir Reginald wanted Mr. Gandhi to return to 
citizenship. Mr. Gandlii had given ample proof that he himself was hoping to return 
to citizenship. The very fact that he had promised lo examine the situation de novo 
was proof of that. 'I'he Government should not take their stand on technicalities. 
He assured the Indian members of the Viceroy’a Executive Council that this was 
a moat favourable opportunity to lead to conciliation. 

Sir Cownaji Jehantfir said nobody wanted Mr. Gandhi imprisoned. The 
correspondence, however, had taken his breath away. If Mr. Gandhi was a faithful 
follower of non-violence, he ought to be prepared to condemn violence uiiequivocany 
from wherever that violence came. He appealed to Mr. Gandhi to make an 
unequivocal statement that he condemned violence unconditionally. If he made 
sucD a statement he ought to be released. 

As he was speaking it was 6 o’clock and the motion was talked out. 
Restriction on Delhi Newspaper 

lAih, FEBRUARY The Assembly today rejecte . without a division Sardar 
Sant Singh^a adjournment motion to discuss the restrictions placed upon the '*Hin- 
duatan Timea’* with regard lo publication of iieWs of Mr. Gandhi’s fast. Sardar 
Sant Singh said that the order ainoiinled to this—that the Chief Ccmiuissiouer 
wanted this newspaper to be not a newspaper for the public but an agent for the 
publication of news given by Government. He did not think that was the function 
of newspapers in any civilized country. He asked why this particular newspaper bad 
been singled out for this treatment and how the use of the D.l. Rules for the pur- 
pose was justified. 

Sir Reginald MaxwelU Home Member, reminded the House of the history 
behind the action taken against the iiewspurcr. He referred to the stoppage of its 

S ublication following the pre-censoiship orders In Septeniber and its resumption at 
ne beginning of tlie >ear after the withdrawal of restrictions as a sequel to the reso- 
lution passed by the All-India Newspaper Editors’ Conference in Bombay in October 
enjoining restraint on the publication of news relating to the disturbances. When tlie 
restrictions were withdrawn, the Chief Commissioner rosde it clear that he would 
have no option hut to reimposc them on any newspaper which disregarded the 
spirit of toe Bombay resolution. On the 1st day of its republieation, the **Hindaatan 
Timea'* came out with a great deal of objectionable news relating to I'rof. Bhanaali's 
fast and other matter showing it bad no intention of observing the spirit of tha 
Bombay resolution and consequently the Chief Commissioner found it necessary to reim- 
pose pre-censorship orders on this paper. That was the position when Mr. GandbiTs 
fast startpd. When that happened, the Chief Commissioner at a conference of all 
editors in the province communicated the advice and the wishes of the Governmoit. 
There wss no attempt in the Ist instance to pass any restrictive orders, but the 
editors were asked to avoid unnecessary display such as would be likely to excUw the 
public or stir up popular resentment or apprehension. At the same time, U was 
realized that on the Ist. day of the fast p»|>€r8 would give it wide publicity. The 
**Hinduatan Timea'* came out with big banner Jicadliues and made the moat of it. 
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On F^. 11, it CMC out with moM fnllpage hendliiiM and • gnnt dmi of other 
news about Mr. Oand>u and also, in the correspondenoe between Gandhi and 

the Home rxpurtmfut. omitted the most vital sentenoe in Mr. Giuidhi*a letter to 
the ])epartmeut jir.d created a false impression of what he had said. The Home 
Member t^dcd that he had been informed it was unintentional. But auch an error 
in publishiiip; tiie correspondence indicated a certain amount of Irresponsibility. 
When it clear that tlie ** Hindustan Times** did not intend to observe the 
Bombay resolution, ii. whs necpsssry to pass pre-censorahip orders. The action takan 
WHS. taken only be ans > the pafier refused to co-operate with the Gkiveriiment after 
bavin;:; iin opportniiiry to do >‘0. 'lucre was no question of taking 

roatt^rs out td the bunds of the editor. Ho had been given a chance and he had 
to avail himself of it. He had, made it. clear yestei^ay. proceeded the Home 
Member, ihitt ihc Oovoniment rejsarded this fast as a form of pressure upon them 
and they did rc’j.ard this method of applying pressure juatifted, and it was 
siniil;M-l.y not jnsvijiabh'* if publicity was ;iiven to it in a way that tended to iiioreuse 
that prA-t«Hiii-c. Tiic (iovernmsnt utilized the D.I. Rules to fight this open rebellioii. 
They could not aiiow a situation again to arise in oousequeuoe of preMtire of this 
khui in uhifdi fresh life was given to a movement which had caused such a large 
amount of dhonler mid disturbance in this country. The general public, lie said, 
nero sick of the ninss diaturbanues and he was confidant that the Government 
weutd have the Huoport of aB reasonable sections of the public. 

Dr. J*. N, Buiuirjea said thal tlie order was vexatious and irritating. The fast 
Iwd perturbed (he wbole of India and people were anxioue to know the etate of 
Mr. GandhiV healih. If an eiiternrisiiig newspaper gave news which waa uot given 
by others. sbonUl that be regardea as a crime ? 

Karlier^ the House passed Sir Ourunath Bewoor's BiH further to amend the 
Motor Vehicles /let and bis Bill further to amend the Oovsrnment Savings ^iiks 
Act and the Post Office Cash Certificates Act. 

Food Grains Situation 


17 tb. FEBRITAHY r—Diseiisson on India’s food^ fuel, drugs ani* cloth situation 
was coitciiiued in the Assembly today. Mr. Ashar Ali suggested tlie stopping of 
exports and the s/tsing up of a committee of officials and noti-ofRcialt to aovise 
the Government. He also euggeated that there should be no more taxation on the 
necessities of life. 

Mr. Hoeminbhai Laljce, after rcfirring to acute transport problem which 
had made the movement of foodstnfiPi) difTu'ult, stated that the Gentml Government 
should have more authority than the Provincial Governments, in dealing with the 
situation. 

Sir Abdul Halim Qhuznavi criticized the Government’s price control policy 
end said that while prices of wheat and certain other commodities were fixed, tha 
Government agents bouglit freely at higher prices and thus nullified their own 


price-control. 

Sir Edicard BenthaJI, War Transport Member, made a statement on the fuel 
situation in the country and gave details of the Government's coal t>rovision scheme 
recently put into operation. He said that a Controller of Coal Diatribution bad 
been appointed with headquarters in Calcutta who looked to the despatch of eoal 
toT'different ]>ftrrs of India according to a priority list regarding Government, mil- 
iary and public needs. He said a few months ago IJ or 14% of the svsilsble 
wagons at collieries in Bihar and Bengal were allotted for the public, but ae a 
shortage of wagons had occurred, this percentage bad aow been reduced to 5, but he 
thought it WRH Bufiicieot for public needs. He said the proviiiciai coal eebemee 
were put into oi>erat;on to ensure equitable distribution, make possible a control of 
coal prices and maintain supply. According to these each provincial controller 
would directly place orders with the collieries in sccordance with fixed quotas. The 
woiking of the schemes, Sir Edward considered, was dependent on adequate supply 
of wagons, which was one of Government’s major pre-occupations, and he hoped 
there would be a general improvement shortly. , ^ ^ 

After giving details of the coal and soft coke situation in Delhi and Calcutta, the 
War Transport Member made s reference to charcoal and firewood suppliM end eaid 
that the best thing would be tlmt they should be locally orgsuhsed by the 'irovtn- 
cisl or local Governments, but mil ways would assist in the matter of irsnsptft^ 
where it was urgently required. Sir fcdwsrd also said ^st tbs movement of pcople’e 
food was a matter of the highest importance for the GovewTOnt and he would 
gladly receive complaints or suggeetions for impiovemcnte in this matter. 
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Sir Ziauddin Ahnud. crilicisinE tiie fuel lupply soheme, aftid that diatribaiioii 
ought to have been deoided not on the baaia of pppalation., but on the conaideration 
of what particular kind of fuel each area or town uaed. Referring to the food aiiua- 
tion, he Raid that the control of pricea without firat controlling the atocka waa like 
patting the cart before the horae 

Mr. K. C, Neogp wanted the Govern men t to explain how the extraordinary 
ahortage of wagon a had come about and alao why each province had not been able 
to obtain even Ita quota from the collierica. He aaid aome tof the provincea had 
defied the inatruotiona of the Controller ol Coal Supply in the matter of diatribu- 
tion and fixation of pricea. 

Mr. J. V. Tv»(m, Secretary, Education, Health and Landa Department, referr- 
ing to the pfO'luotiori aapect of food and druga, aaaured the Houae that there had 
been a remarkable increaae in the number of eBaential drugs produced in India 
elnoe the war, and many of these were obtained by Government Departments 
entirely from Indian sources. If they were not so obtained it was because the 
supply from those aourcea waa not at present sufficient, either owing to absence 
of basie raw materials or of plant or obemicala required for the treatment of raw 
materials. Speaking on prodiition of food, Mr. Tyson said, that as a result of the 
*'grow more food** campaign, for the '‘khrif*^’ season alone, 8,100, OCX) acres of land 
had been brought under food crops, about h of this area by transfer from cotton. 
In *'kbarif’* season 3,000,000 more tons of food had been produced than in the pre- 
vious year. Provinces had now been asked to undertake all-out production and to 
ensure that no desirable scheme was omitted merely for lack of funds. The Central 
Government had offered financial assistance for approved schemes. The post of 
Director of Agricultural Production had been created,, and he would udvise the 
Provinces about their schemes. 

Mr. E. L. C. Omit (European groujA referred to profiteering in the retail of 
druga in the country which he considered waa of the grOBsest order and 
asked what manner of man was the trader who cornerea quinine to moke 
hia fortue in a country where malaria killed hundreds of thousands ol people 
yearly. What punishment did he deserve? Mr. Gwilt dwelt on examples ^ 
drastic punishment given to profiteers in the U.K. and said that if severe action 
were taken tomorrow against those engaged in anti-social activities and profiteering 
in essential drugs, the price of a large number of the drugs upon which life 
depended would substantially fall the day after. 

Mr. N, M, Joshi pleaded for the enforcement of proper price-control throughout 
India, together with a control of snppliee, treating the country as a single unit He 
held that rationing could solve part of the problem, 

Mr. Frank Anthony (Anglo-Indian) in his speech attacked the traders and aaid 
that there was a lamentable lack of honest busiuessinan in the country. Me was in- 
clined to think that those handling the trade of foodstuffs, etc., were indulging in 
hoarding and profiteering. He suggested drastic action against profiteers. 

Mr. Jamnadan Mehta said that the Government’a primary duty was to look after 
the equitable distribution of food to all the people of the country. Provincial auto- 
nomy should have no cousideration in this matter. He wanted the Government to 
Intensify their drive against those who were making fortunes out of the misfortunes 
of the people. The House at this stage adjourned, 

POUOE AND Mujtaey Exobbsbs 

18tli. FEBRUARY Discussing nou-official resolutions today, the Assembly 
rejected by 40 votes to 17, Sir Zia^ud^Din AhmetTe amendment to Mr. iT. C. Neogy's 
resolution to the effect that the enquiry propoaed by the resolution into the 
' excesses** alleged against the police and the milita^ ahould cover inveatigation of 
the nature of Cue organization leading to dislocation of communication, murder, 
loot and forcible extortion of money and certain allegationa against factory owners. 
The House then rejected without a division Mr. Neogy^s original resolution also. 

The resolution urging the suspension of the Central Legislature waa not 
moved as the mover, Mr. K. C. Neogy, was one of the Nationalist Party members 
absent from the House for the day. 

Fboerai. Govbbkmbnt as Solution of Dbadlook 

Pf. Nilkanta Dae, another member of the party, moved his rew>lutiOD asking 
for the implementing of the Federal part of the Government of India Act 
Diaonsaion on it resolved itself into a debate on Pakiatan. 

The mover declared that a composite Government at the Centre envisaged in 
the Fedml purt of the Act together with Coalition Govemmenta in the provinces, 
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a« only ^atioa of th« pnaent deadlook cmiied by on# of tho two prinei|Ml partto 
•doptuig • policy ^ nwboii and other takiog iu atand on impoiaible denanda. 
a* j ” at! ■ « Member, intervening eerly to indioate ^e Uovem* 
would xealute that this was primarily a matter for 
H.M G. to consider, but the Government of India would welcome discussion on the 
rmluhon becauM the suggestion made in it was one of the solutions of tlie deadlock. 
The Government would remain neutral, out he hoped that the debate would be 
carrira on with cordiality and^ goodwill and contributions would be made which 
would be useful in solving a most difficult problem. 

Vamin Khan declared that Feaeration bad been shelved for over and 
could never be revived. The Muslim League would never accept it, and he 
suggested to the movers and the supporters of the motion that the only way open 
to them wee to come to a settlement with the League. 

Sir FretUrick Xtmes (hluropean Group), spi^akiug entirely for himself and not 
for ^ the group, asked for clarififtation of certnin points about the demand lor 
Pakistan. After referring to the different definitions of Pakistan and the giiamntee 
of fair treatment for minorities under it, s<ir Fre«leri('k asked : Assuming your 
goal is achieved, assumiug the principle of home-ltinds for the various communities 
111 the country is carried out as is suggested in the Pakistan resolution, what 
then ? Once you liSve your sbverci^^n units will there not conic u]'on those units 
the dire necessity of coming together again into some form of union for common 
purposes ? Would not the com|>eliiiig forces of history and geography and 
economic development bring together those sovereign units into some Federal 
system which would give them protection not only against military aggression but 
against economic aggression against which not even politically iiidc|*ciidciit and 
sovereign States could always stand by themselves ? is h not ihe tendency in all 
parts of the world for units, though politically sovereign, to come together for 
common purposes ? 

Supporting the resolution, ^Ir Jamnadas Mehta said that under the Federal 
scheme, wiiicii the resolution advociited, the ITonse could have a Government of 
men elec'ed by it instead of this **wrc(chcd day-to-day, hand-to month Government.*’ 
The demand for Federation wns put forward only as n tem)H)rary solution and with 
no intention of anticipating the post-wur constitutional development of ihe coniitry. 
Tbs Hindus would gain no undue advantage under the Fcdcrnl scheme— the 
British Parliament had seen to that— for out of a House of L*.>0, Muslims would 


have 80 seats and Hindus 11:^. 

Natcabzada Liaqat J/i an, explaining the Muslim League viewpoint, declared 
that there were other direct, iiv)re wholesome and lisppicr ways of achieving the 
object of a responsible government than the method of enforcing the Federal part 
of the Goveriiinent of India Act. The more wliolcsomc and happier way was 
agreement between the parties in the country. The Muslims of India would never 
accept any form of Central Govern men t which placed them at the mcivy of the 
majority community, lie requesjed tlie Governor-fteneral to convey to H M.G. that 
if they tried to enforce the Federal scheme in this country under some pressure or 
other, they would be making the greatest mistoke. The only solution was J'nkistan. 

Replying to Sir Fredenck James, the sjieaker de- lared : “Our differeiit^es with 
our Hindu friends are not greater than the differences betw’cen o’hei ^ imtions of 
the world and therefore, there is no reason why these sovereign and iiidcMndcnt 
States of Pakistan and Uiiidustan should not be friendly to each oilier and work 
as good neighbours and good friends and if ultimately they decide to have some 
sort of co-onerative body for certain purposes, who am I or aiiybody else to stop 
them from doing so ?** As regards defence, he believed that humanity would in 
future devise some method by which the defence of any 
assume such importance «s it did today. Even if the UnrM Nations should fail 
in devising such a method, the interests of Pakistan and Hindustan would bring 
them together to defend their territory because if one was gone the other would not 
auiyive 

^ Pi mikanta Daa, replying to the debate^^ 

troveny had been introduced into the debate. . ^ 

stood pledged to Federation. Moreover, the attitude of those who opposed, iMnt 

ttiat t&ySd ^t feel responsible enough for prov^in^ a popular government for 

the eountry. The reaolution waa rejected without a division. 

PBOBlBmOH OF TtatTILB ExPOBT ^ 

Hie fikniae xeieeted by 37 votes to 18 , BiauW M. A. ^Aanis resolution ur^ 
gfilgmoirt of textile goods from India till such time ae the neeoe 
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of the people of the county were fully met with." The resolution wae supported 

Sir M. Yemin Khan, Sir Ziauddiii Ahmed, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta and Maulaoa 
Zafar Ali and was opposed by Mr Gwilt (European Group). 

Mr. T, 8, Pillai, Joint-Secretary, Commerce Department, repljrinK on behalf of 
the Government, said that there was no case for total prohibition of exports of 
cloth, but the Government had been restricting exports. He pointed out that India 
was fighting .a common war and it was incumbent on her to go to the rescue of 
other nations juat as they were helping India in several other matters. The 
Government did not deny that there was sbortA;;e, but it was not grave- The 
Government were trying to increase the production of standard and other types of 
cloth to relieve the situation. He also maintained that in the interest of India’s 
textile industry, contact with her foreign markets could not be.eutirely discontinued. 

General Dibgijbsion of Budget 

19th. FEBRUARY During the general debate on the Railway Budget in 
the Assembly today, Dr. Sir, Zia-ud^Din Ahmed suggested that the railways 
were at present being run neither as a purely business concern nor as a purely 
public utility concern but as a mixture of both and as one or th<' .other according 
as Government liked. He favoured their treatment as a public utility concern 
and not as money-making concerns. He urged the amalgamation of all railways 
in India into a single unit administered by the railway authority responsible to 
the Indian Ijegislature. 

Mr. r. Chapman Mortimer congratulated the War Transport Member on 
achieving for the Indian railways a position which was a long way off from 1936, 
when i^Hr Otto Niomeyer characterized the condition as disquieting. But while 
congratulating Sir Edward Beiithall, he should not like it to be thought that his 
gropp were completely satisfied. They hoped Sir Edward would “keep it up" and 
continue to contribute at least Rs. 8 crores to the reserve and make generous 
contributions to the general revenues. Reserves built up now would put the 
railways in a state of readiness to meet replacements in the postwar years, provide 
a “cushion" against post-war depression and make it possible to- lower freights 
and fares in difiicult times. 

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta said that the huge profit was a matter for congratula- 
tion, but it came largely from tax on transport, and was therefore a burden on 
the poor. Of the surplus shown Rs. 10 crores result^ from increases in rates 
and freights, and this extra revenue was unwarranted and unjustifiable considering 
the scale of railway finances. In the present food crisis, the railway administn- 
tion should ^ve transported articles of food free. 

He urged the reduction of rates and freights to the level prior to 1936. 
Reciprocating the compliments paid to railway workers by the War Transport 
Member, Mr. Mehta pleaded that the Government should^ keep them contented 
as regards provision of food and dearness allowances by giving adequate compen- 
sation against the rise in the cost of living. 

Sir A. H. Ghuznavi, examining Sir Leonard Wilson’s spe^h in the Council 
of State, said that Sir Leonard had made certain revelations which were not to be 
found in the Budget speech of the War Transport Member. He said that while 
charges for the transport of certain commodities belonging to the public had 
been increased, those levied for military goods bad remained unaltered. He 

interpreted ^is as a clever attempt to conceal what India was 

ioourring owing to the war. He claimed that this would affect adversely the 
finances of Inma at the time of the allocation of expenditure, fie also wondered 
why Eolling stock and railway lines to the value of Rs 16() lakhs and Re. 42 lakhs 
respectively had been taken out of India and fresh imports were being arranged 

at a cost several times higher. The cost of militarization of certain railways in*E. 

and 8. India, he said, sl^ld have been borne by the War Department alone and 
not shared equally by the railway administration and the War Department as at 
present. 

Mr. Frank Anthonp associated himself with the tributes paid to railwaymen 
and drew the attention of the War Transport .Member to certain grievances 6f 

the railway staff in the matter of classification, system of ranking, overtime work 
and promotions. He pleaded that adequate dearness alowance should also he 

given to those receiving sidaries between Bis. 100 and Rs. 500. 

Khan Bahadur Shahban asked why Rs. 27 crores from expected surplus were 
marked for transfer to the general revenue. The amount could have been spent in 
improving transport hmilities. 
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^ S& Mohammed Khan held that the Government had done well in pay- 

ing a larjre sum from the railway surplus to Uie general revenue in order to relieve 
m caa-psyCT to some extent. He claimed tliat it was unneccsBary to go on aceumii- 
latiug the Depreciation Fund every year, gir Afohamme<l urged t!ie anolih’on of the 
policy of 2a/ recruitment to the BU|)erior railway services from England, and wanted 
MmpieU indianisatiOD. In the matter of ex|>erts, he said, ihey could be ret^ruited 
from abrwd, but the (lOverunmnt should not undertake to oflW them extra salaries 
by way of overms pay. etc. Furtiier, he said, the present pr 08 i>crity of the railways 
made it imi'crative that larger relief allowHiices should be paid to Uie stafl', csiiei*ially 
those whose salancs rangcil between Its. lOU and 230. 

The Railway Member, Sir EUwnrU BeMail, replying to the debase, repudiated 
the Buggestioii that in the railways they extracted Uie maximum amount of work 
for the mijumum Amount of jiay. The Government, he said, Inid already looked into 
the com!»laiiit re^^ling long hours of woik on the railways Imt Uieir inquiries did 
not substaiiliatc the allegation. They had, however, issued instructions tliai hours of 
work oil the railways should be reasonable and additional should be employed 
to cone with additional work. They had also asked tl‘C railway adminisirations to 
firovide temporary quartern for pucli additional staff 'the question of giving exten- 
aiotis to m<n on the verge of retirement was conHulend very carefully, each case on 
its merit. The House, he asked, sliould not forget that in times like the present 
tiwy did require experienced liands, particularly to fill the i)liices of Uioso who had 
joiiicd the defence services, llebrring to lndiani/.alioii. Sir Kdwnid said Uiat bet- 
wean I9ii4 and 1941, the Indian element in the siqtorior BCTvi(‘cs had risen from 
43.4L^% to 01.10%. This would indicate that ns men at tlic top rctirctl, their places 
were being taken by Indians. Ho also disclosed that rreruitment from the UK had 
been in abeyance for the last two years. Deuliiig with rstes and fares, Hir balward 
explatticd that the total nvemge iiicrcHsc siiiee the war hegun had been C^%. the 
iiiercaae compared very fiivouruhly, he claimed, with the iiicnasoH made in other 
industries during the same perioif. Sir Edward Hetithidl remindicl ihc House that 
during this period they had not enhanced the nites for tiill wa^oii loads of foodgrains. 
lliey were carrying food at pre-war prices and were giving )>rioril,y to it and move- 
inf; it AS fail RS it eoidd be esrried. He elainied that the beiiclit of carrying food 
free of charge woidd i ot go to the coiisunier. He sliand in the hope that the 
raHways had reached the ['cak of war time rates and fares but snid that, the whole 
qiiesiioii would only be examined sfier the war. Heferiing to Sir A. ]1. Ghnsiisvi's 
eoroplidnt that charges for military traflic hml remained iiiudiertd, the Railway 
Member reminded the J louse what Sir Andrew Clow had declared two years ago, 
that military tratlic would, not be subject to enhanced rates. Hr wondered why sir 
Abdul had chosen to accuse (he Goveriitnenl now. As for the sale of rolling-stiK’k 
and (rac?k to the war Hepartmeni, the recoveries were made on tlic hasis of prices 
prevailing immediately before the war, subject to such deprecihiion as was regarded 
suitable. Sir Edward elaiuicd that, charging railways with r>t>% of the mililaiiza- 
tion cost in the defence of India zoi e, was heiicfieini to the rallwRys. Referring to 
the question of dtaniess allowsiiee, Hir hldwurd Benthall said 'that the iwlicy of 
the railways was not only to conqiensate railway men hut to provide them food at 
cheaper rates, lie said that the dtariiess allowance scheme had cost the Kail way 
Administration Ks. .*3 erores since August last and this year they hipied to spend 
Rs. if crorcs on the food )>rovision scheme. He said they were doing everything 
possible to stabilize the cost of living of the workers. The qiiestifin of raising the 
limit of application of dearness allowance to those receiving salaries blither than 
Kb. 120 was a complicated one, in view of the Government of India a recent 
announcement in this matter, because railways were a Government ^partmeiit and 
what they decided was apt to affect other departments^ also. He, hofied. howler, 
that the cheap food they proposed to provide would relieve some of the hardships 
of the staff*. 'JTiis concluded the debate and tlie House adjourned till the 22nd. 

Debate on Food Situation 


22nd. FEBRUARY -The Assembly today concluded diseitssimi on the motion 
moved last week by Mr N. B. Barker, the then Commerce Member, that t^ eitu- 
ation ill this country as regards fpod, fuel, drugs and the productiou and distribu- 
tion of standard cloth be taken into consideration. . 

Mr. /. S, PiUay placed before the House the Commerce l >cpar!iDeiita vieyoint 
regarding kerosene and standard cloth. India, he said, 

111 the matter of kerosene and imported the bulk of her rewirementa 'rom Bi^ma. 
The Government had to introduce the system of rationing by gradual cutting down 
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o( iU sp^liM to the market. Keroeene pricee were fixed by periodieel esnemeat 
with oil iDterestB in a manner which eliminated apeeulation. 

Ab for Bfandard cloib, Mr. Pillay explained that till rccei tl^ 7C% of the pto- 
▼inccB were indifTerent to the echeme from ite vciy inerption. He denied the ^le- 
gation that the Cciitrul Govniiment were lukewaim lieeanee it migl t have affected 
their receipta from the taxes on proBla. After deacrihing the BtaueB of the negotia- 
tionB with the textile iudiiHtr}. Mr. Pillay said that iiotwithatanriing the attitude of 
the Provincial Govenniente, the Central Government in Noventber 1942 booktd 
ordeiB for thh aupply of a certain quantity of cloth, and reached a eettiement with 
the millowiierB last month under which the latter had agreed to | lace 50% of the 
manufacturing capacity for the production of standard cloih. Piicia for standard 
cloth would be fixed by the Government and not by the Industry. The Govern- 
ment would allocate quotaR and supply alandard cloth to the piovinces participsting 
in the echeme. A Btandard Cloth CommisBioner with H.Q. in fioniliay had already 
been appointed. It was anticiiraied that 50,000, CCO yds of cloth would be made 
available during the next 3 months. 

Mr. C. t*. Lawson felt that .agricultural BtatiBtica were mere eonjei tures and 
required better organization. He emphasized the imperative nred of Governneni 
cutting out dealers where there wae shortage on account of nianipulatioii of dealers. 
He also stresBed the need of {publicity to eliminate uneconomic crops and metboda 
of production. Laaily, he urged co-ordination of Central and Provincial activities in 
connexion with the food drive in all its aB|>ect8. 

Mr. H, M. Abdulla was opposed to reim))OBition of control of wheat, which, 
he said, would again result in hoardings of wheat and blacrk markets. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai complained that the Biud Government had introduced 
rationing of foodatiifis wiihout ensuring its supplies. 

Mr. A. N, Chaitopadhaya felt that the “grow more food^' campaign would not 
succeed because the peanantiy had not taken to it. Unlcsa the i^gislaiure gave the 
peaeantry the proprietory right to land, they would not work heart and soul. Aa 
for hoardings tlie speaker wanted the Government to take over the distribution of 
foodgrains if they were anxious to ))ut the hoarder out of court. 

Moulvi Abdul Qhani claimed that defective control, misuse of powers hy pro- 
vincial officers and discriniiiiation in allocation of transport were 'the main factors 
responsible for the present food situation in India. He strongly objected to export 
of rice to Ceylon which caused great hardship in the rice consuming areas. 

Mr. M, A. Kazmi spoke on “the gross mismanagement of the Food Depart- 
ment” and cpinplaincd of tlie way in which permits were issued. He maintained 
that the Food Department was meddling with the economic problems of the country. 

Ds. P. N, Banerjee Ruggesled the removal of all impedimenta to the move- 
ment of crops from one part, Province or district of the country to another, the 
abolition of price-control, the cessation of exports, the bringing in of imi)ort8, pre- 
vention of lioarding, stoppage of profiteering and the alToiding of greater facilitiea 
for the transiiort of foodgrains by the railways. 

Keplying on behalL of the Government, Maj-Oen. E. Wood, gave in detail the 
Government’s scheme to resolve the food taohiem as it rilatcd to the piocuiement 
and distribution of food in the diffeient parts of India. He said: "In the matter of 
procuring not mat surpluses, the Govcriimi iit coiiBiders that there should be a 
minimum of impediment and oitstacle to the market where he can hope to get a 
reasonable price. It is at this point where the Central Government propose to 
acquire the siirpluseH and intend that there Bhoiild he both a control 

over the yptice and control over both the movement and distribution.*’ 

Keferiing to the exports of foodgrains, he said that they were 

substantially lower tbon they were in past years, and they were being further cut 
down, but to those who suggested total cessation of exports, he would say : '‘If 
we deny essential help^ to oiJiers what help will we in our turn receive in our 
difnculties.*’ He repudiated the charge that the military were hoarding au$ said 
the stoeks held by the Defence authorities could be counted in terms of weeks, 

The total annual defence requiremente today ‘plua’ the annual exporU of today 
were comparable in terms with the average of exporta for the 3 years beiore the 
war. Coming to the question of punishment for hoarders he expressed die hope 
that the new penalty of eondscation in conjunction with the existing penalties 
and of imprisonment and fine would be used in a aalutaty and effective manner. 
As regards the consumer-boarder, whose panic buying results in the disappearance 
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poor. HoK^. Wood th? '•w* ^ Uit 

of prioo eootrol on wheats and eaid that ^ aboBtloii 

bn£e bni the Sd 

markets became essii^r. He claimed •nbsided and eonditions in retail 

into oreolatioa - and that pricm proRreMWery eomioR 

line with the normal relatfODships.** Referri^ir ^ tiTl^?**** broagbt into 

lack of oo-operation between £a comments made on the apparent 

House that thrae was a vuvv Centre, he aesurecl the 

to play tbnr part in solrin/ thia alf of allowina Provincial Govern ments 
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poesi^ity of railways running their own air RerviceA.*' 

war he termed a A-point programme of poet- 

rwlwaye, Biiirgeaiid rationalization of traneport, the 
betterment of railways, a compreheidRive honeing programme for 
future cont^i and management of rmlwayt. He Raid it wai diflieiilt to 
conditions, but there would be sir cnorntous number of trsnajiort 
mtoles snd trained drivera and merhaiiies. availalrie after the war. He, therefore, 
urged that provinces,, la co-operation with the Centre, ehou Id now be asked to 
praars extensive road conatruclion and betterment Rchemea. Both roads and 
uatiDBsl juwetRand they should grow together. The first taak, lis 
emlnded, was ^mitt^ly to win the war, but the responsibility of those now in 
Mwer was not to negket the future. •*!! plaitR and preparations are not ready, 
wnsn peace comes, as it will wiih the collapse and utter defrat of the enemy, the 
spin.* Kiiergies will be wasted, not used and clisnces of 

veconstructiOD lost.** 

4 U Edwwd Benthall, replying, explained that it was not poeaible to tackle 

m whole problem of post-war reconstruction as it related to the railways at thia 
Mine, without serious impediment to the war effort. ^Jhc w’ar, he said, must be 
our first esre, and we should not divert our energies. He admitted that the subject 
wse one of vita] practical importance to the railwaya, but made an emj>hatic asaefiion 
•out the Itovernment were rot entirely asleep in this matter. The problbrn ol 
rmnsfruction was a world problem, and the Government of India could not settia 
It alone. However, they bad set up a Keconstruction Committee before which 
imiway planning would also come up for consideration. Referring to rationalisation 
" fj^uneport, he eaid that the Government would consider these and all other 
^ kitS" projw time. For the present, he could say that there was a 

probability of maintaining priority control before the rail-roUd question became 
nonnal. Referring lo the question of road development and the employment of 
^mobilised technicianB, be said that it was a subject of primary reaiiensibilrty o! 
»o provinces. The Government, be concluded, were anxious to deal with post-war 
Koon^metion problems and be would seek to olitsin experts to advise them and 
^ for the purpose, sa soon as it was expedient and possible. 

The mover thereupon withdrew the cut motion. 

Wagon Allotment 

Mr. JT. C. Neogy earlier moved a ent motion to djacnas the wagon allotment 
m problems of diatzibntion. 
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Mr. iV. 3f, Joihi, 9iipportinfr the cut motion, caueed emuBemeot when he 
declared that *'the bangle indiiatry in Ferozahad ia not a war induatry.** He added 
tluit large nurobera of workera depended on this ancient indnatry for their livelihood 
and arrangement R aliouhl, therefore, he mnde for the provioioii of wagoua to carry 
raw mnterialfl au<di aa coal to Ferozabad in order to keep tlie iiiduatry alive. He 
alao leferrtd (o unemHoytneiit among textile workers in aome parts of Bomhiiy 
presidency owing to Rhortage of wagons to carry coal. 

Six Edward Benthall, replying, rcniaiked that in the bangle .industry, Mr. JoM 
hsd choyen a ciasfiic example of the tranaport probhms which the railways faced. 
Though the bangle iiuluRtry did not help ihe war his departaaent recognized tluA 
failure to supply it with raw materials was bound to cause siuemployment and 
dUtreas. In the UK wliere total indiiatrial cfftiri was directed to winning the war 
and where the wliole syslein was more highly o:^anized, such iodtistrieB would be 
wiped out and workcfra transferred to war production. That was not possible In 
India. But though the bangle industry mneHt have a low priority, that did not 
mean .Uie deftartnieiit had no sympathy with the men engaged in it, and he assured 
Mr. Jeshi tliat industries like this .were constantly before the departmeuX. Keplying 
to Mr. Neogy's demand for the establishment of an vadvisory committee alf consumers 
to help the de|ianment in the aliocatioii of wagousi, {;5ir Kdward thougist that such 
w conimittee was uunecsessary because the present system was working aatisfactorily 
on tlie whole and was being eonaiant^ revised in tlie. light of experience. When the 
motion woe put to the vole, * official henebea, apparently BbRorl>ed in other matters, 
failed to say “No,” and the Chair announce “Yes have.it”. The Oppoaitioo mildly 
cheered the unexpected adoption of .the motion. Ooveeument membere were starled 
bot looked on helplessly aa the House ^passed on to theaiext motion. 

Rates And Fares 

Mx. Latchand Navalrai then mored a cut motion to protest sgainst the en- 
hancement of rates and fares in the lastiew years. He argued that the increases 
were decided upon owing to deficits, andtater, on account of tlie war. But now that 
there was a large surplus it was reasonable to demand a reduction in them, parti- 
cularly in .3rd and Inter class fares, lie questioned why a furt of the eurplu8*wa8 
being diverted to general revenues. 

Sir Hugh Super, replying on behalf of the Railway ]>partiBent, asserted that the 
Government were'eonscious of overcrowding ia the train. Toe fact was that in spite of 
“Less Travel” campaigns there were more passengers wanting'to trasnl than the railways 
could a('commodale.<)vcr-crowding would rather ajicrease than dimiuash by a reduction 
in rates and fares. Moreover, railways would have: to cope with more goods. In the case 
of 3rd class traffic the fares had increased by ouly .05 pies tier mile fmp the pre-war 
level and certain conoessioiis which were introduced in order to comi>ete with road 
traffic were withdrawn mhen there was no justifioalion left for ki^i^g them in 
force. Deterioraiioii in laccom modal ion was inescapable but the Govecainent were 
doing all to prevent it. He held the view that by keeping the rates and fares up 
at least to some extent, more travellers and more goods would be avoideiL 

The motion when psessed to a division was lost by 38 votes to 20. 

GribvjAnceb of Railway Servicemen 

Mr. Joshi, by the last cut motion moved during the day, dwelt on the 
grievaaces of rail way men regarding conditions of service. He objected to the 
scheme of dearness allowance under which rail way men were classified according to 
localities and scale of pay.. He w anted the abolition of those categories and urged 
a uniform flat rate of deiriieas allowance to be imid to workers with pay up to 
Rs. 250. Uc further complained that there waa no xelatiou between the rate of 
dearness allowance and cost of living and suggested that tlie creation of a maehi- 
nerv, such as was suggested by the Ran Committee, by which dearness allowance 
could be incresed automatically with an increase in the cost of living. As for the 
proposal to pay dearncas allowance in kind and not in cash in order to prevent 
inflation of currency, Mr. Joalii said that inflation wae due to a wrong eurreney 
policy and not because dearness allowance was paid iu cash. Industrial workers 
were small in number as compared to the total population of India and their 
payments would not afiect the currcucy i^oeitioii appreciably, he claimed. 

The debate was continued on the nextday, the 24t]i. Febnary, when 
Sir Eaward Bentkall announced Uiat certiuii modifications in the scale of dearness 
allowance were under consideration, but he was not in a position to announce them 
today. Oovein mentis proposals would shortly be diseussra with the representatives 
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of rwj‘W*yinen and a dcetsion would be aniioiinoed. His department, he emphaslsedt 
was always anzioiia to meet the leuitimate demands of workers and he hid taken 
note of the views expressed in the House. At this tissuraiioe, Mr. Jtu\i withdrew 
his motion. 

Appeals op Railway Employers 

Complaints against the manner in which appeals of railway emidoyees in the 
matter of service. enioluni<*nts, etc., were deaft with, were made l»y Mr, Prank 
Anthony on a rut motion whirh was supported by Sardar Sant Singh, Mr. Lalcliand 
Navalrai and Mr. Joshi. Mr. Anthony expressed disappoiiiiinont with t!ie existing 
conditions and urged the f^stubiishiiirnt of a tribunal roiHisting of men with 
judicial experirnce to deal with appealn from railway employees. 

Sir Edward Benthall, characterizing the motion as an attack on the 
iin|mrtiality of the senior railway said that he came into the department as 
a'^ort of new broom looking for co)v«\t>ba to sweep away, but, as he had already 
publicly liocUred, he had found in the s»>nior administrative ntafT not only jtistice 
blit also humanity. From his cxaiainati m of the sitiiation, lie was ennvinetd that 
the existing system was sound and he d;d not believe that tlin provision of nllicers 
with judicial experience was dfsirahle iti the railway adiniiiistriition. The pro|>er 
way WHS to make adequate regulations and trust the ofKcers to carry them out. It 
was, of course the business of the department that officera had right ideas in the 
matter, iie had heard complaints in the House, but, he should like to hear reference 
made to cases where men had )>eeii unjustly dismissed or sui>er8eded. 

Mr. Anthony withdrew his motion. 

Recognition op Muslim Workkrb* Unions 


The House rejected by 42 voles to 12, Mr. Md. Nouman*a cut motion urging 
tlie recognition of railway Muslim empliyces* unions siid asHociaiions. He pointed 
out that in the peculiar conditions obtaining in India the ostabliKhmcrit and deve- 
lopment of communal unions were not only desirable but necessary in the interests 
of labour and the administration. The argument that membership of labour niiioiis 
should not be based on religion was not smind because in Europe all labour 
or(;anizailoiis consisted of Ghnstiaiis. He eomplaiticd that existing non-Mnslim 
unions were indueuced by the Congress and manned by Hindus. 

Sir Hwjh Raper^ Tra4iAportati(>ri Mtmber, Railway Board explaining Govern- 
ment’s attitude said that under the rules Government servants* unions should first 
consist of a distinct class of Government erotdoyees and iwondly, all Government 
employees of the same class must he eligible for membership. The question of 
recognition of associations of Governinent servants formed on a communal basis 
came under consideration many times but the 2rid rule referred to above definitely 
ruled out a communal union. Government felt that there was an excellent cate for 


niiioiis being organized of a particular class of workers such as rail way men or 
Posts and Telegraphs' employe s and so on. ... * 

, Mr. c/o«7/t, opposing the motion, challenged the statement that the^eanstjiig 
trade unions were dominated by the Coiigreag. There were .no lliiioii or Christian 
interests to be served in the trade union movement, he said. Muslim wwkera 
themselves had not shown a desire to have a ae|iarate orgsnizaiion. If menabers M 
the Muslim League Party took more interest in the Muslim workers, they would 
find that the economic interests of Muslim and Hindu workers were identical. 

Mr. Gooind Deshmukh, opposing the motion, referred to the fact that the 
dearness allowance which the exisring trade unions fought for and secnired was 
not meant for one community only but accrued to workmen of all coin mn in ties. ^ 
tSir Ziauldin Ahmed referred to the growth of trade ninoiis in other conn Irw 
such as Holland, and explained that separate unions for Hyman Catholics and 
other denominational groups were features of the intermedinje stagee of deve- 
lopment and these different bodies ultimately merged into one national organization. 

Sir Edward Benthall, replying, said that he recognized that the ro^e 

in the cut motion was a natural consequence of the present jm! icy of the League 
and he realized that they felt very strongly ******** 

munal unions had been considered only in 1941 and Government ***^,™i^*“l ^ 

cJwnne the policy of noji-rccoj;iiitioii of eommtiii.l nnion*. He H'm M 

WM not convinced by tUe speeches from the MiiHlim 
terests of Muslim employees has sufiferwi. ^ 

ehowed that the Muslim percenta«e In the enbordmate “"J®* j!"aS!5S 

•ug and neariug the propoitiou preeoribed for them. As regards promotmoi Mr. de BOnsa 
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bad inTMtiEated eomplaintii of MaaliniB havinf; been wrongly passed over and had 
given bis flndings. He reiterated Govern men t*s opposition to communal unions 
whether ttiey he Hindus, Muslims or Europeans, and at the same time he assured 
the House, that so long as he was Member-in-chsrge he would do his utmost to 
see that the settled policy of Government to secure a fair deal to Muslims was 
rigidly and faithfully carried out. 

In thit division, Government, Nationalist, European and some unattached mem- 
bers combined to throw cut the motion. 

Extension to Railway Employees 

Seth Yusuf Abdulla Harom moved a cut motion to discuss the extensions 
given to the employees in the railway servicea and said they adversely affected the 
promotion of junior ofRcers, especially MttsHma. 

Sir Hugh Raper said that the number of those ofRcers granted extensions 
wss very Bmall and the nnmber of additional oftii^ers required was larger and 
therefore the extensions did not. res^lly sffect t)ro motions. Tiie House was under 
the erroneous impression that junior-grade ufficers had actually siifferfd or their 
claiina to promotion had been ignored. He further repudiated the charge that any 
discrimination wan made against the Mualims. 

The motion was lost without a division. 

Quota for ror Muslim Employers 

Sir VAnuddin Ahmed^ by anotlicr cut motion, wanted to discuss the need for 
fixing a quota for Muslims and other minorities in the selection grades in the 
railway aervices. 

Sir Edward Benthall said that the cut motion raised a major question of 
policy. The policy of the Government was to avoid communal consideration at 
promotions from grade to grade, and seieclion was based on merit combined with 
seniority and this was strictly adhered to. He said tlie House would agree that 
the railways should he run as a commercial concern and tiie best men shuulU come 
on top. The motion was rejected without a division. 

The guillotine was api>Ued at 5 oVdock and the demands were voted. The 
House adjourned. 

Railway Supplementary Grants 

25th. FEBRUARY The House disposed of demands for supplementary grants 
in respect of railways for 11H2<43 iiichiding a block of demamis t >iailiiig some 
Ka. 10| crores, out of wid^-h Mr, T. S, Sankara Af/yar^ Financinl CoinmiHsioner, 
explained that some Re. 3 crores would he covered by saving in noii-voted portions of 
the grants. The nst amount would, tiierefore, Ite atmiit Rm. 7^ crores, atirihutahle 
mainly to increased denrness allowance, to supply of foodgrains to employees at 
less than cost price, A. It. P." additional imiico fur patrolling railway tracks and 
repairs to damage caused by floods, cyclones and sabotage. 

Iniuan Railways Act 

The Assembly passed Sir Edward BcnthalVs Bill to amend the Indian Railways 
Act as reported on by a select committci;. The Bill deals with compensation to 
passengers involved in accidents, whether or not the accidents were tiie result of 
any wrongful act. neglect nr rrefault on the part of the railway administration such 
as would uii<kr tlic present law entitle a passenger to damages. M'he select com- 
mittee raised the limit of a railway adroitiistrntioirB liability in reR|)ect of any 
one person from Rs. 7,0(X) to Rs. 10,i0U itid also omitted the provision wliieh 
■liecincally debarred, a passenger traveUing without having with him a proper pass 
or ticket from baving^ any right to cuHit)enHHiion if involved in an accident, 

Aligarh University Amend. Bill 

The Assembly passed yit, J, D, Tyson's (Secretary, bMucatioii, Health and 
liSnds) Bill to amend tiie Aligarh Mnallm University Act and Sir Sultan Ahmed's 
Bill to amend the Civil Procedure Code. Mr lyson’s Bill, inter alia, sought to 
enable the university to modify its ordinances exiieditiously and provide special 
courses of study for students who wish to join the figbtiug forces. The House then 
adjourned till 5 p.m. on February 27, when the annual budget was presented bv 
the Finance Member. ^ 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOB 1943-44 
Financial Statement foe 1943-44 

TO. PPBRUARY-Introducinjc the Indie Budget for ]943-44 in the Oentrel 
A^joblj yestorday, Sir Jeremy JRai^mnn, Finance Member, diacloaed e revenue 
deficit of Rb. 94.66 crorea for the current year end e prospective deficit of Rs. 60.SB 
erofOB next year on the baaia of exif^ting taxation. 

'llie leviaed eatimete of l>efeiice expenditure in the current year on revenue 
account ia placed at Ka. 189.75 erorea and in 1943-44 at Ka. 182.81 crorea.' 

Defence Capita] KApenditiire in the current year ia Ra. 49.14 erorea and next 
yanr Ba. 16.85 ororra. Capital expenditure ia on account of anrodromea, indiiatrial 
expauaioB. reciprocal aid, new coiiatruction for the KIN etc. IJM'a Government do 
not intend to pursue the proposal to modify the charHcter. of the present Financial 
Settlement on which the apftorrioirmrnt of Jndia'a defence expenditure between 
British and Indian revenues is Imaed. 

New taxation proposals include a central surcharge on taxes on income above 
Ra. 5,000 a year, increase in sufiertax on elabs Iwtween Ka. 2.5,0(J0 and Ka. 34 lakhs 
by a uniform half -anna in the rupee, tii cor|)oration tax to 2 annas in the rupee, 
further increasea in postal and tele))hone rates and au exidso duty on tobacco. The 
EPr is alap to continue for another year. 

The Finance Meml>er urged the ooifd lor economy in .peramial expcnclttiire. Ho aald 
that during the war there was an obvious alteriiative to private spending which 
most powerfully assisted the war ctfori — iuvestmeiit in loans of the Government of 
India on the largest possible scale. 

Announcing the pro|iosala of the Government lor dealing with tha revenue 
deficit of Rs. 60.29 erorea which, on the o^iiinates preaented is anticipated iu the 
forthcoming Anancial year, the Finanee Meinl>er aaid : We have, in thia context, 
to bear in mind that the LMirrent year will, it is eatimaied, close with a revoiiiui 
deficit of Ka. 94.66 erorea. By far the larger pari of these sums has, of courae, to 
be met by borrowing, but it is proposed to raise Ra. 20 erorea. or approximately 
i of the pro8|)ective deficit, by new taxation. 

Last y^r we introduced into our system of direct taxation certain fcatarea which 
combined the methods of borrowing nttd taxation. Whilst such experience aa we 
have had justifies the retention of these features, it ia not propu^ied to endeavour 
to extend their scope furtiicr this year. 3he reaaona are not far to seek. *J1ie 
incomes which come within the orbit of our income-tax system are thoee of a 
comparatively small fraction of the iiopiilation, a section in which, moreover, the 
habit of inveetmeiit in public loans ia generally speaking already well eetablished. 

It ie impoasible to deal adequately with tlie problem of suri>luB imrchaeing 
power by methods which do not touch agricultural income at all and which are 
inapplicable to that vast body of industrial employees whose incomes fall below 
any taxable minimum which it is prncticable to adopt. It is, therefore, clear that 
the National Savings Movement must cast its net far more widely and must SMure 
the co-operation oi large elements iu the country who are not affected by direct 
taxation. Whilst action on these liiica thus calls for unremitting attentioa and a 
constantly renewed endeavour, it will not affect our immediate proposals. 

To aeal first with income-tax, there will be no change iu regard to incomes 
op to Bs. 5,000. On the next b1hI> of incomes from Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 10,000 the 
Central surcharge will be increased from 9 pies to 10 pies in Uie rupee, and on 
the slab from Ra. 10,000 to Rs. 15,000, it will be raised from 14 to 16 pies in the 
rupee : on the balance above Rs. 15.000, the surcharge will be increased from 15 to 
20 pies in the rupee. 

The effect of these changes will be to impose a surchage amounting uniformly 
to 66% over the basic rates of income-tax. At the same lime, t^re Niil be an 
increase in the super-tax on the slabs of income between Rs. 25,000 and Rs. 34 
lakhs : here the surcharge will be raised uniformly by balf-an-anna in the rupee. 

The resultant aggregate rates of super-tax, including surcharge, will thus 
run from 2 annas in the rupee on the lowest slab to 104 anuas on the top slab. 

Corporatioo tax will also be raised by half-aii-aiiDa, to a rate of 2 annas in 
the ruDee. 

Toe Excess Profits Tax will be extended to cover the profiU of a further 
period of one year, but the rate of 6G§% will remain unchanged. I be additional 
revenue from these changes in uirect taxation is estimated at Rs. 7 crores in 
the coming year. 

Tax On Tobacco . ^ ^ , ....... 

Turning now to indirect taxes, I would observe in the first place that tt is 
proposed to eontinne lor a further period of one year the levy of the emergency 

22 
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•archftree of 1/5 over the icbedole of OoetoBee inport dotice which wee impoeed 
in the feet ifiDenoe Act. We are etill fally conscioue of the dieedvaDtagee whidi 
would attach to a meaeuTC of this kind in normal timei, but our impwt trade 
muat remain enbject for the time being to highly abnormal reatrictioni and 
emergency contral, and in these circuroatancea, we cannot afford to forego each 
gain as aocruca to our revenues from the additional duties. For the rest, we 
propose to introdnce 2 imw taxes, an excise duty on tobacco and an excise dnty 
on a vegetable product. 

The quantity of tobacco conaumed In India is extremely large bat, while 
imports have long been aubiect to Oiiatoms duties at luxury rates, the problem 
of the internal taxation liaa hitherto defied solution^ thus,, leaving, notable gap in 
India's fiacal system. 

Tobacco's uiiiuue eligibility for taxation is iiniverselly acknowledged : it is 
not a necessity of life, its use is widespread and its conaumption can be varied 
greatly, according to the meaiie of the consumer. By various methods, ranging 
from a State monopoly to the licensing of vend, it ie taxed, in almost every 
other civilised country in* the world, and ex|>erieiice in these countries shows its 
immense revenue possibilittes. 

The feasibility of systematic taxation on all-India Itasis was repeatedly 
examined by the Government of Indi^ and in 1925 the Indian Taxation Inquiry 
Commitiee observed that *'the considerations whicii led in other countries to m 
selection of tobacco as 2 of. the principal suhjpcls for lOitHumption taxation apply 
with equal fori*e to India." 

The problem was- last investigated in but no solution wan found amd 

Frovihoes were accordingly encouraged to derive what sevenne they could from 
the cootsol or taxation of retail vend and geiiesally to develop thia field of taxat^ 
ill thw hope that experience of the various schemes suggested might lead to the 
evolution of a prac^tioable general excise system. Apart from the obvious 
edministrative ditficuUiea the two clM obsUclea ut that time were tliat the tax on 
tobneco was not then a Central 'prerogative and that even, if the Provinces 
lutruduccd identical legtslation, there then existed no organisation capi^le of 
operating the oxaiae on an all- India basis. These obstacles no longer exist, as 
under the preseut Gonatitution. Act the power to levy a tobacn^o exciee has 
been clearly allocated to the Centre, and with the development of Central excises 
which has taksn place in re<«eut years, we have organized the admiaiatrative 
machinery on lines whicii now enable us to tackle the operation of a new ail- 
India excise. In view, therefore, of the compelling i>eed for additioiial revenue we 
have decided to introduce u Bill for the levy of excise duties on tobacco produced 
or mHiiufaetured in India, with the exi^eption of the tobacco grown for the personal 
coiiHiiroptian of tlio mxiwer or the members of bis honsuhold. 

Adniiiiistrative difiiculties uiidowhledly remain, but we have for some time now 
been engaged on a detailed survey of the field, and we are convinced Utat with 
care and close attention they can be saiisfiictoTily overcome. The system will be 
more fully described when consideiation of the Bill is moved : all 1 need say now 
is that it embraces all forms of toba<H*o, that the duly will become chargeable 
only after the tobacco has beeo cured and will in some cases be chsrged oii the 
manufactured pcoduct, that the rules allow payment to be postponed till the 
tobacco ia about to pass into manafacture or consumption, that the scale of 
dutiea haa been so devised as to cause only a modest increase in retail prices : 
that full drawback will be granted on exports and that the cost of administration 
will form but a small percentage of the yield. On the limited data now available 
the yield of the lux cannot be prer^isely calcalated but we estimate a gross return 
of Bs. 10 crores during the first year. 

I may observe here that, in the course of oar inquiries we have been impressed 
by the considerable scope which exists for the development of this important easb 
crop, both in extending Uie cultivation of and the internal and external trade in 
high quality leaf, and in generally improving production and marketing ; and we 
propose to make an annual grant of Ra. 10 lakhs for the purpose oi financing 
measures designed to bring about such improvement. 

The propo^ excise on a vegetable product, sometimes known ss 'Vanaspati.' 
raises no saministrstive diflicumes. There hss for s long time heen public 
sgitatiou sgsiust the frequent use of this product for adolterstiug nstoral ghee, 
but that ia an aspect which is not directly relevsot to our present purpose, 
which is to raiss new revenue. The rate proposed for the new tsx is Bs T 
per ewt, and the estimated yield is Rs. 140 IsUis. 
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Wt propOM floAlIy to moke oerUin ioereasee in our postal and telaphono 
rata% which are eotimaM to yield approaimately Rs. 120 lakha. The changee 
art ao increase in the inland letter rate for each tola after the let from halLan 
anna to I anna : an increase in the inland parcel rate for the 1st 40 tolaa from 
4 annas to 6 annaa and an increase in the existing soicharge On telephone 
rentals from l/6th to l/3rd. 

The tout estimated yield from new taxation (has amounts to Re. 201 crores 
leaving a rcvenoe defioit of Ks. 40.19 crores to be covered by our borrowing pro- 
gramme. When it is remembered tliat this is the estimated position for a period 
which will carry us to the end of 44 ^esrs of war, it can, I aubmit, only be viewed 
with extreme saUefsction. 

The Hon. Members will fiiMl, in the explanatory memorandum, a atatement 
•nmmarixing the position in regard to our public debt as it stood liefore the war 
and will stand on the basis of our present estimates at tiie end of Mar. 1944. These 
figuree are explained in the memorandum which shows that, as compared with the 
laat pre-war figure of Bs. 118r> nores, the total inlcrest-lieariiig ubligationa of the 
Goveniment of India will have increased by Ks. 8G crores by ibe snd of tlis current 
^ear and by Rs. 146 crores byObe end of .lext year. Practically the whole of tbia 
IB in' the form of internal rupee debt and tlie increase covers the estimated revenue 
deficit and capital expenditure on defence. 

It will M seen that excluding the capital of Railways snd of Posts and Tele- 
grapha certain loans and advances, investments and cash, the so-called deadwei|^t 
debt at the end of 1943-44, is estimated at no more than Ua. 317 crores. Even 
against this we shall hold, in addition to s vast amount of Central property, a 
quantity oi partially remunerative assets. As sgsinst the modest net annual 
liabilities which the service erf this debt will imtxasr, we issvc in reoetit years called 
into being important new sources of revenue, which esnnot ftdl, even after purely, 
war-time features have been discarded, to contribute powerfully to the strength of* 
tlie budgetary position. 

In the consciousness of this intrinsic strength, India can face the future with 
confidence snd can fdsy her part among ibe Unit^ Niiiioiis. ImmediaMy ahead lies 
the stage of final efibrt which alone can lead to the consummation of vhtioiy, a stage 
which can be shortened not by eager hopea but by unremitting endeawour. Beyond 
this lies the stage ot international co- 0 |ieraiion in the great taaha oi recoiiitructioii 
and in laying the foundations of a i*ea«e tiiat can be maintained,, and! here too India 
will have a part no lesa siguificaiit than in tiie winuiiig of victory. 

Budget Bfbbcb 

The following is a summary of the J«infin(;e Mcmber'a Dudf,et Bt«ech : — 

Against an exi^cted deficit of Rs. 17.27 iskbs the actual deficit turned owl 
to be only Rs. 12.69 lakhs chiefly due to iimproved reveuum 

HBVi8Ei> Ebtimatis, S42-43— Kevestob 

Revenue is estimated to show urt improvement of Ei*. 26,76 Ukbs, while 
expenditure is expected to increase by Es. 86.35 lakiis cbieily on mroniit of Defence 
ex|«nditiire. Deficit to the current year ia expected to iaorease from iCs. 35.07 lakhs 
to Rs. 94.66 lakhs. Mainly due to the war in ibe Picitic a shrinkage of Rs. 4.35 
lakhs in custonks revenue is expected which is morn tliaii offset by Ks. 14 crores 
improvement under Taxes on iuome aud Rs. 14 crorew under Balt. Provincial 
share of divisible pool of iucometax will be approximately Rs. 10.55 crores 
exeluding arrears. 

iSurpluB profits of the Reserve Bank paid over to Oovernnirnt have amounted 
to Rs. 3.24 li^ as compared with Bs. uriguisHy estimated. PosU snd 

Telegraphs Department is expected to add Bs. 1,35 lakw more in current yean 
while ^liwey contribution to General Revenues remains unaltered al Ka. 20.13 

lakhs. 

Expehditubb'—Defbuc'b Sxb vices 

Details of revised estimate of Defence expenditure for 1942-43 amounting to 
Rs. 189, 75^ lakhs are as follows .*>— 

Revenue portion 

Lakhs of Ks. 

( 1 ) Basic normal budget 36.77 

( 2 ) Effect of rise in prices on ( 1 ) 8.61 

( 3 ) India's war measures ... Bfe.96 

( 4 ) Non-effective charges ... oAl 


189.75 
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Capital poftian 

Lakhs of Ra. 

(1) 

Air Foroea, Aerodromaa 

18.37 

(2) 

Capilal outlay on industrial 


(3) 

expansion 

... 12.00 

Reciprocal aid— Aerodromes 

12.75 

(4) 

New construction for the 



RIN 

... 4.72 

(6) 

Capital outlay on Telecom - 



Muntcationa Scheme 

... 1.30 

UCIT 


It becime clear in the current year that aubBtantial increMcg in the 3 armi 
of the Defence Services beyond those envisaged in the I set Budget Speech were 
called for to protect India against fresh dangers to which the course of war had 
exposed her. By the middle of the year lecruits at the rate of about 70^000 per 
month were enlisted. iTor equipping additional troops India is obtaining her full 
share of the griwtly iiioreaHcd production of the United Nations. lisud Forces in 
India during 1943-44 are expected to reach a stage of reasonable ^adequacy to meet 
all likely demands for the defence of India. 

Existing dnancial settlement which has worked very well in an atmosphere 
of mutual cordialUy and trust was concludf'd at a time when no major expansions 
in land, sea and air forces or our supply activities were in sight. Measures of 
expansion were tlien inaugurated and it soon became obvious that ail expansions 
in the Isnd forces in India must be considered as one joint war measure and that 
the coat thereof ahonkl be divided aa follows 

(a) India should pay for the raising, training and equipping *'from Indian 
resoiircee" of all land forces raised in India for their maintenance as long 
as they stayed in the country and were available for the local defence 
of India. When they left for overseas the cost of India of raising and 
training them and also of equipping them would be recovered from HMa. 
Government who would assume all further liability for them. 

(b) All imtiorted equipment and stores !for such expansion measures of the 
land forces from whatever source ( with a few exceptions ) would be 

provided free by HMs Government. 

The allocation of the cost of expansion of the KIN raised no special problem. 
Aa regards the Air Forces in India the cost of major expansion, like Umt of the 
land forces, was a joint war measuse. 'i he incidence of expenditure on 2 kinds of 
activities called for special attention in this connexion, viz., expansion of the 
Supply Department’s activities end reciprocal Lease-Lend aid to American Forces 
in looia. Capital expenditure was being incurred by HMs Government under the 
former, while a good deal of the iudustrial development taking place under the 
expansion schemes would be to the permanent advantage of India. It was to the 
mutual interest of both parties thst the allocation of capital expenditure on supply 
measures should be reviewed. 

The Finance Member proceeded to England to discuss these and other major 
aspects of the Fiiiancisl Hettlcnicnl. While tiMs Government pressed for a revi- 
sion the Government of ludia's contention was ilial .the present Settlement should 
not be abandoned. Sir Jeremy Baisman annonuced that "the Government of India 
have been informed that HMs Government do not intend to pursue the proposal 
to modity the character of the present Financial Settlement. The Settlement 
therefore atands.** 

Aa regards allocation of cost of Air Force expansion India’s liability will 
relate only to the amount of exi>enditnre actually brought to account by India, 
via., the capital outlay incurred in India on ttie provision of airfields and other 
ground and operational facilities and the recurring costs of the squadrons and 
connected services while employed in India. As re^rds Supply measurea it is 
proposed that India should provide i of the capital required and own all the assets 
alreai^ created or to be created. 

in the matter of Reciprocal Lease-Lend aid to America the possibility of 
entering into a direct Mutual Aid Agreement with the USA is at present bemg 
considmd. In the meantime Reciprocal Leaae-Lend has been shown in the Defence 
Eatimates as a charge to Indian revenues. At the same time credit has been taken 
in the same eatimatea for all receipts from the sale of Lease-Lead supplies to the 
public Provincial Governments, Kailwaya and Government Departments run on 
Gomnerdal or quaai-commereial lines. Accurate aaseasment of the coat of Eoei- 
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vmM Aid to the U 6 Foreee in IndU ie not poeeible ; the toUl menditure under 
tU^^ bee been ehown ea Be. 16.70 ovoree in 1942-43 end l£i. a04 ororee in 


Civil Expenditueb 

KeRlecting cerUin nccountinK ediastmenta on account of premia on War Kiak« 
Ineurance Funde, civil expenditure in the current year haa increased by Be. 14| 
crores. This is attributable in tlie main to eauaea connected with the war. An impor- 
Unt aspect of this is the grant of increased dearness allowances to Central 
Qovernment employees ; this is eatimated to amount to Ra 170 lakhs in a lull 
2 ^ (excluding ^osts and Telegraphs. Railways and Xlefence Servicea). 
Measures connected with helping evacuees are expected to cost Rs. 100 lakhs, 
ne abnormal conditions created in the civil life of the country siin^e August last have 
rendered it necessary to help the rrovinces to strengthen their police forces at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 100 lakhs. The Supply Department baa coiiUnued to expand. 
The value of contracte placed by its Purchase Branch from ihS' outbreak of the 
war up to Dee. 31, 1942 amounted to Re. 461,5 crorea. 


Financial Year 1943-44 : Revenue 

Total revenue eetimetea for 1943-44 amount to Hs. 199.30 crores as compiled 
with Re. 178.76 crores in the revised eetimates for the current yesr — Customs are 
expected to yield Rs 30 crores as against Bs. B1 crores in the current year. An 
inereaie of Ba. 84 lakba is expected under Central Excise Diitiea chiefly on account of 
eugar. llie yield under Corporation I'ax and other taxei on income, including EPT 
ia expected to better by Be. 17 crorea, taking into account the trend of recent 
collections. EFT alone is exfiected to yield Us. 40 crores.* Rs. 27.10^eroses are allowed 
ae contribution from the Railway to the General revenues. Provincial share of divi- 
sible pool of income-tex is estimated to touch the secord 6gure of Ri. 12.10 ororaa*. 

Bbdugtion iN Defengb Expbedituee 

The budget eetimatee of Defence Expenditure for 1943-44 amount to Ra. 182B1 
crores under revenue and Rs. 16.45 crores tinder capital, details being ae under 


Revenue Portion 


Basie normal budget ... 

Effect of rise in preces 

India’s war messures ... 

Non-effective ohargos ... 

Crores of Rs. 
86.77 
10.68 
127.01 
... 8.41 


ISil 

Capital Portion 


Air Noice— Aerodrome 

Capital outlay on industrial expansion 

Reciprocal Aid— aerodromes 

New construction for R.I.N. 

Oapital outlay of Telecommunications sebe 

... 2A2 

4.00 
2R5 
8.28 
4.20 


ll» 


For the first time eince the war began, the estimatea envisage a dcereM in the 
Defence budget, as comMred with the revised, so far ss expenditure charged to 
revenue is oonoerned. Referring to this idieiiomenon, the Finance Member stcM : 
‘'Although it would be unsafe to conclude from thie that India has now rcaebM the 
peak orher own war expenditure, It it legitimate to hope thet the stage of heevy 
addillMi ia paat." 

Reduction » Civil Expenditueb 


Civil expenditure eetimates also show a redaction of Rs* 7 crorea m eompared 
with reviaed eatimatca lor the current ygr. Of tWe 4| - ““ 


led for by smaller receipU from the Factwies Ww Riska Intumce Mium 
which fignie aa expenditnre on tranafer to the relevant fund. A r^netlon of B^2| 
mocaa STantteipaled in GivU Defence exp^itnre. 'iliere is a slight Inneaee 
InteMtl whbih la explained by increeeed ^teract ebaigce payable on 
ia 1941-48 and ptoposad to be raised in 194844. 
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FiHAirciAL Mbaburhb for Tackling Food Probubii 

It is oonketnnd Umt the scale of porcbsses of foodgrsitis by the Food De- 
psrtBient lo 1948<44 will be Re. 75 crores. This will be finsnoea by the Ontral 
Gofenmient in the dint .instance and later xeco?ered from Prorinciaf Governments 
on whose bdialf purchases .are made. 

The GprenimeDt o1 India are determined to spare no effort to increase the 
production of esiesthil food commodities and are anxious that at ^s stage no 
eeheme which affords promiM of making an early and substantial contribution to 
this end should be 'excluded from oousiacraUon on purely financial ground,** staM 
the Ftnandi Member. 'Tending a decision on the specific measures to be taken, we 
have provided in the budget a round sum of Rs. 50 lakhs, but we would limit our 
eapeDdHure to tiiat figure il further outlay were to offer a greatly enhaneed pros* 
peoil of a^ieving Our ob]eet.’* 

Tbb Financial Position 


The .Finanefad position lor the coming year can be summariied as follows.:— 

In crores of Re. 

Civil estiwiates ... ... ... 76.78 


Defence cervices 

Total expendtinre estimate 
Total revenue at the existing level of sanctiion 

Pro4>eetiog deficit 


182B1 

259 .^ 

129BU 


Wats afd fiftBAm 

Dealing with the ways and means position, the Finanee IfsBiber Stated that 
total borrowinge in the 7 montfae July ld42— Japua^ 1943, avessged Ra. 19 eiorce 
a month. Bubacriptiona to the Defence Loans from February 1, 1912 to JaBUSty 81, 
1948 amounted to Rs. 841 crores, raising the total proceeda to Ra 145 emm iioos 
the Defence Loane were Irat iaaned in June 1940. In addition, there was a steady 
inveetncBt of new money in the miwe counterparts of the repatriated Bterllog locBa 
Total imreetmenls of Defence Loans counterparts and certain provincial losaa (sailed 
to repey a part of the debt due to the Centre) aggregated to Ra 98 croree over the 
12 monthe and to Rs. 8074 crores ainee the b^iauing of the war. "Apart from the 
greatly incMueed war expenditure iu India**, eatd the Flnanoe Member, "the general 
eeonoBiie eituation rcsulung from the war conditions makes it iroperattve for every 
oitiMn to defer private eximuditnee to the utmost bf his eapaoity in the common 
intereat and to transfer the investible surpiue to Government in the form of 'loans". 

Stbrung Dbbt Bbpateiation 

The neoesBsry sterfing required to repatriate the 24% end 3% undated eterling 
loeue was provided with eaee by the Reserve Bsnk. No counterparts were eiosted 
riiie time aad tiie entire rupee misiiee wss raised in the first instance by means of 
'•d hoc* tikasuiy Mils issn^ in fsvaiir of the Reserve Bsnk. Bubsequentiy stray 
lots of the Tested stocks as well as the market purchases of the 84% stoek were 
financed from the balances. For the last and final stage of redeeming B584 million 
of the 34% stock the rupee finance was again in the form of *ad hoc’ treasury bills* 
'Tbat^some £K)0 million of sterling debt should have been repatriated since the 
ontbokk of tbe war with so little disturbance to the "money market" observed the 
Finance Member, "is a coneummation for which tbe country may well feel gratified." 
The balaitce of eterling stock, not yet redeemed as falling beyond the scope of tbe 
vetting oidiws, amounted to BI8 million. 

After referring to tbe funding of the Railway Annuities by the payment of a 
lump sum of ^ million to B.M. s Oovernment, the vesting of Railway DdtMDtoro 
Btoos of the fsch value of £29 million and tbe giving of one year’s notice lor the 
redemp^ of three otiher such stocks, tbe Finance Member observed : "And thus 
India W eompleted die transition from n debtor to n creditor country and extin- 
goiahed within the brief speee of sboui three years aoenmulaiions over decadee ef ita 
imblie iadkitedDCBi to the United Kingdom." 

Of thh Be. 400 ooifi taieed eo lev for fintBcing the vatiout xcpatriatioB ano 
fhBdlufopmtois^ly ^ 180 aroies amy ba fcgaracd at bauig etlll in tim fosv 
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Utilization of 8tbri.ino Balancbb 

The future ntilizetion Of eterliug hnUiic*>fi line etijerefied ^he couttnuoue attention 
of the Govcriimpiit of India. With the virtual ceKeatioii of payments on interest 
acconiit to external bond holders, whicli has resulted from the operation of the 
sterlinK debt repatriation schemes, the oiilv substantial liability still remaining on 
aceonnt of which sterling remittances would normally be necessary will be lutyments 
on acconnt of sterling ))ensionR. family neosiona and provident funds. It is esti* 
mated that these ch:iT;j;c8 in the tw»ri^l that lies ahead will he from £5 to 
million a year. The Govern men t of India have accordinrly under consideration 
a scheme for mskinK advance provisi m for the requisite stcrllnL' remittanee 
wherewith to meet future payments in resiiect of these liabilities on the lines of the 
arraniieroents recently made for StcrlinK Railway Annuities. It is not contemn 
plated that the rights of any claes of (government servants would he afTeeled or 
that the liability to penaioners should be transferred from the Government of 
India. The Goventmeiit of India are niso considerinfc a pro|>osal that sometbinff in 
the nature of a Reconstruction Fund should be constituted to provide for the 
fifiancliig of a projoamme of post-war reconstruction inclunintr the rehabilitation 
and re-equipment of industry. In tltc post-war period India will have heavy 
demands for imported machinery and plant to equip her greatly cxi^auded 
industrial systom And it will be nreesKary to proceed on some orderlv* programme 
to purchasea from overseas. The exiaicnce of a Reconstruction Fund with a 
concerted programme of requirements w.nild enable India to go ahead with post- 
war reconstruction with minimum delay. 

The Finance Member dealt in detail with the piobleni of inflation and referred 
to certain postulates which should be borne in mind in ronstdt ring this problem. 
These are : 

(1) India’s war effort has not yet reached the ceiling of the maximum 
utilization of available man -power and resources ; and public expenditure still 
conUnues to promote this end 

(2) In a common war effort the usual methods of settling international 
Indebtedness in goods and aervices are not available. It is not also possible to 
employ the nsusl checks to adjust internationsi trade relations. 

(3) Since disburseineiita should bo made in Indian currency, tin* question of 
bow war ext^enditure is allotted is irrelevant so far as the inAstioii aspect of the 
problem is concerned. 

(4) Both the UK and the Government of India will be in a position to 
pursue sound financial policies and therefore there is not the remotest risk of 
inflation of the nature and on the scale which o<!currod in some of the coimtriee 
which suffered utter defeat in the last war. 

On the value of sterling baUiices be said : ’’Apart from their being available 
as a reserve wherewith to pay for the capital goods which the UK will be in a 
position to supply for India’s industrial expansion and the replacement of 
machinery after the strain which will have been put on it during the period of 
the war, India’s balances should enable her to trade as one of the principal 
commercial countries of the world and play a helpful part in building up a system 
of international trade such as would ensure a fair marketeer goods of export.” 

Bomb Mibgoncbptionb Clearbp 

The Finance Member then cleared certain prevalent misconceptions on the 
subject of inflation, namely, 

1. Failure to distinguish between pure credit inflation and the temporary 
situation in which an increase in the volume of purenasing power im}iing«s for a 
time on a stationary or diminishing volume of cons«nnahle goods. "Here in India/ 
he said, **th6 Government has at no time resorted to credit inflation. The easy 
expedient of borrowing from the Reserve Bank has not been adopted for making 
up the reveuue deficits of government budgets or for augmenting governmenlM 
balances for the purpose of meeting disbursements.” 

2. The misconception that a general rise in prices must mean inflation and 
that it is caused by avoidable expansion of currency, **Tbis notion,” according to 
the Finance Member, “is the result of confusing cause and effect and misinterpreting 
the elementiiy fact that all* the expansion and in^nsifleation of Govern mentis war 
aetivitiea Invcdves cash payments to an ever- widening circle of recipients in return 
for laboar and raw material or services.” 

The Finanee Member explained tbaf^not all the Govemment dij^ncament on wnis 
PurpoBBB naoeaBnrily or proportionately contribute to a rise in pricea. He lortber afaiM 
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lluit **in anflefliBinK the eif^nificence of e riie In pricei it !• eleo oeeemry to remind 
ounelven that we did not aurt from nn optimum price level and that the prieea 
of many eMseiitial articleN, particularly a^^ricultural commodities, had been by 

S eueral coiiaent unduly depresactl for years prior to the outbreak of hostilitiee and 
Ite problem had been not how to keep them from risiuK but how to stimulate 
tliem." ContinuioK he said that there was urgent need for economy in ijersonal ex- 
penditure to check the upward trend of prices to conserve the supply of scarce 
materiairt far war pnr!H>Me8 and to save and spend in the i^t-war period when 
increased epending would be a valuable safeguard against falling pricei. During 
war itself, there was mu alternative to private spending, viz., investmeut in Govern- 
ment loans, which would greatly reduce tin* risks attaching to the increase in the 
volume of pufchaHiiig power. A free flow of savinge into Government loans 
will not only greatly care the strain on Government finances, but it reduces oom- 
petitioii for the greatly ehrunkeii volume of consuriiera’ goods which is all that is 
now available. “Our sheet-anchor in the present einergeney, the Finance Member 
emphasized, must be more and more burrowing." 

Ohanoi» in Railway Convention 

2nd. MARCH The Assembly to-day agreed to Sir Edward BenthaWa resolu- 
tion recommending certain interim changes (as war-time arrangement), in the 
Ooovention of 1924, separating Railway Finance from General Finance. 

The changes proposed are (1) for the year 1942-43 a sum of Rs. 2,35.00,000 
shall be paid to General Revenues over nod above the current and arrear oontribu- 
tion due under the ConviMitioii. ( 2 ) from April, 1943, so much of the Convention 
as provides for the contribution and allocation of suTpluscs to General Revenues 
shall cease to be in for.re ; (:i) for the ^oar 1943-44 the surplus on commercial lines 
shall be utilized to repay any outstanding loan from the Depreciation Fund and 
hereafter be divided 25% to the Rsilway Reserve and 75% to General Revenues, the 
loss if any on strategic lines being recovered from General Revenues, and (4) for 
subsequent years, and until a new Convention is adopted by the Assembly, the 
allocation of the surplus on commercial lines between the Railway Reserve and 
General Revenues shall be decided each year on consideration of the needs of Ike 
Railways and OeiierAl Revenues, the loss if any, on strategic lines being recovered 
from General Revenues, 

Sir Ziauddin Ahmed and Mr. Gomnei moved amendments urging 

the appointment of a committee of the House to examine the whole question, Mr. 
Daghmukh suggesting that, the committee should bs directed to report on or befoze 
Aug, 81. The ameiidinniis were supported by Mr. Md. Nauman, Mr. Lalchana 
Navalrai, Mr. T. T, KHshnamachafi, Pandit Sfaitra^ Mr. JamnaJaa Afahta, llr 
Kunzru and Mr. A. N, Chattopadhyaya, all of whom commented on the iinfsirness 
of asking the House to agree, without proper examination of the subject previously 
4o the ohaoges prormsed iu the Convention. Sir Henry Richardaon, Leacfer of (he 
European Group said that bin group were not against a committee of the House but 
against having it at this juncture. He asked for an expert examination of the 
whole subject first. 

Sir Edward Benthall^ replying, declared that after a careful examination of 
the subject by technical experts, it was the conclusion arrived at by the Department 
that neither the rates of contribution to the Depreciation Fund nor the balance in 
it were excessive. He said that he proposed . to circulate to members a paper 
dealing with the subject. He BuggeHied that the resolution should be passed in 
order to enable the Railway and the General Budget to be got through. He thought 
the difference disclosed in the course of the debate was not one of what should be 
done but whether it should bo done by an ad hoc committee of. the House of the 
Standing Finance Committee for Railways. Provided the resolution carried the 
support of the movers of the aroendmeuts, Sir Edward said he would agies to a 
oommlttee of the House on the lines proposed in the amendments being set np to 
disouse the question. He would give early consideration to the procedure of setting 
up that oommlttee and to the scope of its functions. ^ 

The amendments were withdrawn and the original resolution was adf^ted. 
Penal Cod Amend. Bill 

The House passed Sir Jaramy BaiamaWa Bill to smend the Indisn Pensl Ohde 
and the Currenoy Ordinance so as to prohibit pboto-prints or other re-produetiims 

of currency notes and bank notes even though these be done for innoeent 

by advertisers and the like. ^ 
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OoFFBB Market Ambvo. Bill 
Mr. 7*. S. Pillai*§ Bill to amend the Coffee Market Expanilon Aot to at to 
gi¥e o^t to certain recommendatioua of the iird. Coffee Control Conference waa 
paased. 

Indian Army Amknd. Bill 

Mr. C, M, Trivtdi, Secretary of the War Department moved a Bill to amend 
the Indian Army Act to provide for the eatablishment of military priaona. Discuaaion 
had not concluded when the Houee rose till the next day. 

Hbgiprocity Bill 

NARCH The Aafleinbly today paased Mr. Oovind Deahmukh's Reciprocity 
Bill providing that persona liomicilea in any British i^ssesHioii slmll he entitled 
only to auch rights and privilegca as regarda entry, travel, residenoe, arquiaition, 
holding and dispvisal of property, educational facilitiea, frnnchise, the holding of 

S ablic omce, or the carrying uii of any occupation, buaiiiess, trade or profeasion in 
ritiah India aa are accorded by tlie law or adminiatration of aiieh i>oaaca»ion to 
persona of Indian origin. 

General Discussion of Budqbt 

5th. MARCH Strong support for the Budget propoKals waa expressed by Sir 
Henry Richardaon^ lea<ler of the Enro|ieun group, opening the gcn« rai debate on the 
Budget today. “We of this group**, he said, “support the proposals and if we have 
any general criticism of them at all, it is that the conn try might reaNOnahly have 
been called on to make even greater 8a<‘rificefl. Oomc whu may we are determine 
to do everything in our power to bring aiiont victory at the earliest posaible date 
and whatever sacrifice that determination may involve, we are prepared to 
make it.*' He said that whilst it might be claimed that fhts budget did meet 
India's war requirements, it could not be said to be in aPy seime comparable to war- 
time budgets which had to be shouldered iiy the people of other belligerent countriea. 
It might be urged that this was as much ns India could aflord but he shoulcl 
hesitate to agree with such an opinion. He did not deny that conditions differ^ 
in this country from tliose which ohiained in other conntriea and thia 

might be advanced aa an argument aigainst a more ruthless type of war 

budget. In thia connexion Hir Ilinry directed the attention of the Hoiiae 

to the enormous profits to some which war. production had brought. 

If^thia point was examined he ventured to assert that there waa ample Justification 
for a larger measure of sacrifice by all tiiose to whom the war hud brougiit almost 
unparalleled benefits. Referring to indirect tnxniion, the speaker considered the 
Finance Member's choice of tobacco and vegetable product as satisfactory, (.in 
the subject of dearness allowance .Sir Henry said : “As a business man, 1 know 
what the cost of these dearness ailowances must mean especiully when we add the 
cost of providing foodstuffs to labour below the purebaae pih^e. Also owing to 
inefficient provincial control euch supplies have more often than not, to be 
purchased in a more or less bla^’k market. 'J'iio amounts involved are growing 
greater and greater and the total of all this expenditure amongst commerce and 
industry in the country as a whole must by now be enormous. The Finance 
Member knows very wdl, that this ex|>eiiditiire is a revenue charge in company 
balance sheets and conaequently in the cases of all those cumpaiiies which are 
liable to pay EIT. the actual result ia that Government itself is |)aying the greater 
portion of thaae dearness allowances and cost of (oodstiifs and the revenue of 
the countiif'^ is suffering to the same extent. From all points of view, therefore* 
we hope that this problem of food supply is being tackled with all the firmness 
and energy which the situation calls for.” ... , ^ t j % . 

Referring to the problem of agricultural indebtedness, tbs speaker asked what 
waa being done for the permanent benefit of the_ Indian cultivators who formed 
by far the largest portion of the population of this sub-con i incut and on^ whose 
efforts at this time the success or failture of the grow more food campaign m 
much depended. It seemed to his group that within all the various measures for^ 
the control, supply and distribution of foodstuffs, there lay the opmrtanity not 
only to diminish this burden of agricultural iiidebtednesa, but to do much else 
beaidea. Hit party Iwlieved that the Government had now the chance to sow the 
aeedi of future benefit by framing a comprehensive policy of co-ordination in 
mattere auch as crop planning, crop prices, co- 0 |»erative aoeietiM and m many 
other intcr-conneetM agricultural problems. On the •obifct of Uie ^oaii^l 
•eUlaneiit bet«Ma Britain nnd ludta, On tpwlwr Mid ibat “ibn Binuce Hembw't 
23 ■ ■ ■ . ■ ■ 




178 THE CENTRAL LBQISLATIVB ABBEHBLY [ vsw oiun- 

▼fsit to England iMt summer list been smpW }nstificd end none of the gloomy 
forebodings of which we heard at that Ume hare come to pass. Rather, abonld 
we express to him onr grateful thanks for the exceedingly able manner in whM 
he must hare handled* India's case in his negotiations to hare succeeded in obtaining 
from HMG a continnance of the rery faroiirable terms on which military 
expenditure is apportioned between the 2 eountries.** 

Dr. P. N, Banner jee. Leader of the Nationalist Party, criticised the new 
taxes on toi)a(;co and vegetable ghee, It must be remembered, he said, that the poor 
artiaan, cultivator and iiidualrial workers looked on smoking as sometbiag to soothe 
and btimiilrtte him after Ida hard work. **For people engage in intellectual work,** 
Haid Dr. Baniierp, “anioking is a poison, (laughter and erisa of nOb no). Poiaon 
of the worse sort : but for these hard-working people it is something like medicine^ 
and 1 therefore object to tbia item of taxation.*’ He also ol>]ected to the tax 
on vegetable ghee because it taxed the poorer sectiona of the ))eople. Criticiaing 
the new phrase “joint war meastirea”. Dr. Baiier}i aaid the House did not know 
how much expenditure was covered by the phrase and was placed on India’s 
shoulders. India was the base for the United Nations’ war effort in the l^t and 
the Financial Settlement ahoulcT not thersfore be interpreted aa though whatever was 
spent in India must be borne by India. As regards the Reconstruction Fund, he 
asked whnt. would be the types of equipment to be rebabilitaied and what type 
of equipment would be purchased, wlieilier it would be purchased in the cheapest 
market or would iiidU be compelled to buy it in England, where the money lay. 

iStr Zliuddin Ahmed urged the advisability of entries into a direct mutual- 
aid agreement with U^A in order to get the requirement ot India’s industry from 
that country. He siid the time had come to link up the currencies of the United 
Nations in order to ensure staiiility, and asked the f loverument of India to give 
a lead by taking up these matters with other members of ibe United Nations. As 
regards the disposal of India's aceiimulated balances, lie aaid, the proposal tor a 
reserve for annuities, pensions and liabilities etc . was exceedingly unpopular. He 
inferred that the present Government were thinking of quitting India leaving the 
country to an adroiniatratlon on which they would not place any reliance regarding 
these matters He asked why present day India ahould suffer for future liabilities 
or future generations. The best method of dealing with theae balances was to treat 
them as a ’'floating reserve.” 

Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta declared that the Budget taxed every article that ihe 
poor man needed-salt, mahrhes, sugar, the postcard and now tobacco and vegetable 
ghee, rhe industrial worker whom the Finance Member praised but left to starve 
had been given a 10% deariicsB allowance against "an actual dearneae which was 
reflected in the 150% rise in prices. As regards the sterling balances, Mr. M^ta 
asked : “Have you heard of another instance in which you get tlie goods and you 
keep with you the money which you are supposed to pay for those goods ?” Mr. 
Mehta uttered a strong note of warning against hasty or ill-considered reconstruc- 
tion plans and against dissipation of sterling balantrcs. He referred in particular to 
what happened after the last war when the Government of Bombay for instance 
indulged in development programmes for which the people were still paying Rs. 37 
lakhs as interest charges. 

Mr. Mohd Nauman, referring to the FinaiiciHl Bettlement between England 
and India, said that' in any country but India a settlement of such vast 
dimension could not have been negotiated and arrived at behind the back of the 
Legislature. Hardly less * sordid,” in his opinion, was the story of the sterling 
balances. While the L>ominioii Governments has refused to trade except for 
payment ii^ gold, the Govern meut of India had accepted without a prick of 
conscience i&yments in sterling. Me suspected that India was being placed in a 
position in which she could buy from England only and lose her sterting balance 
and become England’s dumping ground. In tbia reapect the Government 
ought to have acted with more responsibilijty. Mr. Nauman endorsed new 
taxation proposals and aaid the choice was quite satisfactory. 

Jiaji lamail doubted if the people could bear any farther taxation while 
Khan Bahadur Sbabbau drew the attention of the Government to the dangers 
of inflation. He advocated the revaluation of the Beaerve Bank gold in India. 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrcd oondemued the new taxation and aaid that if Es. 40 
orores could be borrowed, why not Its. 20 crores more 7 

Mr. iriahnamachari urged that direct negotiationa with Ameriea for a 
Lease-Leod arrangement ahould be lakeo in hand immediately. The Gofemmeot 
seemed to be paasiyely if not actively engaged in credit Inflation polioy. 
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and he could conacientiouely esy that no point that could posaibly hare 

or gained on behalf of India bad bet n oferlooked. He asked the Houae to Mke 
It from him that if there wna any disadvaiitaKe arUinK from India*e nolitieal 
status in relation to HMG., it had li‘d to tlie piirsdoaical position that India 
bad done better than ahe would otlierwise have done. In the desire to ftfoid 
exploiting the political position. India had actuslly derived an advantage. 

I® reply to Mr. Jamiiadas Mehta’s iiiterrnption expressing doubt about thia, 
the Finance Member said that he could only give the Houae his ainoere oidnion 
and lodgment on the matter. It was open to any member to queation that 
Ibiie matters had been dealt uiih not merely by himself but by the whole 
Government of India— a Government which contained a number ot Indiana who 
were fust as anxious to see justice done to Judin ss aiiyb^y outside. 

Mr, IT. C, iVeogy:— ‘‘Were they uiiautmouBt 

The Finance Member replied that the questioner was too experienced to 
expect an answer to that question. 

Mr. Neogy suggested that if it was in order to refer to particular roembera of 
the Goverumeiit of India, it might also be in order to make clear whether they 
were unanimous. 

Sir Jeremy proceeded to reiterate that the Government of India were folly 
satisfied in regard to the arrangements which be had placed before the House. 
Referring to the criticisms of Die taxation proposals, he said that he was aurpriaed 
to find how many membera tb* re still were who thought that revenue could be 
raised, or financial deficits dealt with by measures which would affect nobody, 
neither the poor not the middle claae, nor trade or industry— 'meaaurea, wliieh 
would not only avoid hitting the necessities of life but also conventional neceasities 
or even luxuries (laughter). He claimed that conaiatently with the responsibilitiet 
which lay on him. he had pursued a policy which was aa favourable to the jmr 
man aa could possibly be expected in these abnormal times. Dealing with sterling 
balance. Bir Jeremy pointed out that the treatment of these balances, except to the 
extent to which they could be dealt with by repatriation, was essentially a 
poat-war problem, and it was not posaible for biro to foresee the exact circumstan- 
ces in which we would have to deal with thia matter after the war. He would, 
however, remind the Bouse that the sterling balances arose not onlv from goods 
exported out of the country or services rendered in the theatres of war, but that) 
in so far as under the financial settlement with HMG. the whole coat of the defenoe 
of India was not borne by India, the remainder of the cost of defending India 
and the measures taken in India became part of sterling balanocs. 

Mr. Md. Nauman : “What about other Dominions f” . ^ , 

The Finance Member explained that all expenditure incurred by the Dominiens 
in their own territory wae borne by the Dominions and alio the cot; of tmM aent 
overaeaa. In tbe case of Canada, the arrangemente were now praeUeaUy Uaao- 
Lend in" character. 6o that, if the hon. member wm trying to get examples from 
the Dominioni in eupport of the cue that ^ flnencier uttimait wunotto 
Indin’e leTonr, he would get • dnety anewer. Buetding eritimai of the FuetoM 
Scheme he pointed out that it wu pnmly e Awmclel jwpoul, end tt tofut llm 
.tortiitg cooId not be utiliud now wu inveeted eo thet it would yUd • 
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Goremment o! India t and the amoante wonld come into the hands of the 
G^ernment of India. Speaking of the Reconstruction Fund, he said that it was 
piematiire to disjwrage a scheme of that kind which was capable of being of the 
utmost value to India. The statement that the scheme was not for the reconstruction 
of India but for the reconstruction of British industry was a sample of suspicion 
and prejudice imported into the discussion of these matters. He could not foresee 
the eaact international and currency arrangements as they would be after the 
war ; but to the extent that goods required for India's reconstruction and re- 
equipment*were available in Britain, he saw no reason why the fact that they would 
be obtained from Britain should be regarded as a disadvantage. It was obvious 
that there would be a situation of great difficulty for some time after the war ; 
goods would be scarce and it would be difficult to obtain them. 

Sir Cowasji Je/ianj/tr interruping pointed out that criticism was that , India 
wonld be limited to buying only from England* What was the Finance Member’s 
reply to that? 

. /efwm;/ said he could not give a categorical answer because for a time 
after the war there would obvipusly be conditions of control and restrictions such 
as there were during the war. 

Sir Cowasji: — **If the conditions are favourable, is there anything contemplated 
In the Fund whereby India will be prevented from buying say from America?” 

Sir Jeremy : — “Certainly not. as far as I am aware. I cannot foresee the precise 
conditions in which these funds will be employed, but 1 can state*categorically that 
it is not intended ss fir ss we are concerned to limit the object of the Fund in 
any way. The fact however remaiiia that they do consist of sterliug balances and 
at present the sterling area ia one and the dollar area is another and the relation 
between the two ia a matter which will be settled aa a |)08twar problem. Concluding, 
the Finance Member expressed his belief that it would be entirely to India’s advan- 
ce to look at the problem from the point of view of international co-operation, 
we had to remember that India was only a part of the world--a world which 
was getting more and more intimately linked, each part finding it 
more and more impossible to pursue an insolated policy. It there was one 
thing which the wsr was teaching them, it was the impossibility of any country living 
alone in its own world. India would be dependent on the resources of great coun- 
tries after the war in order to build up her productive resources. Bhe would not 
be able to improve her standard without the closest co-operation and assistance from 
more powerful and better developed countries, and tlierefore, these problems must 
be looked st entirely from the point of view of co-operation in international 
matters. The Assembly st this stage adjourned fill the 8 ih March. 

Voting on Budget Demand 

8tb. MARCH.— Discussing cut motions on the Budget, the Assembly today 
rejected without a division Sardar Sant Singh's motion to discuss “tbe repressive 
'policy of the Government.” Denouncing the Government for tbe measures adopted 
for ' putting down the so-called rebellion in the country, the mover said that the 
liberty of the people was being suppressed ruthlessly. Mr Laichand Navalrai 
ulktd how long the “tug of war” would go on between those bent upon creating 
internal trouble and the Government determined to suppress their activities. Dr. 
P. Banerjee referred to the treatment meted out to 2 members of the Central 
Assembly, namely, Mr. Kailash Behari and Mr. Johri. The former, who had ceased 
to belong to the Congress Party, had been detained in order “to prevent him from 
relating the happenings in Bihar in the September session of toe Assembly” and 
the latter “was let off from detention in such a condition that 4 days later he 
expir^.” If Buch a ptdiev continued. Dr. Banerjee pointed out, the Government 
would have no friend * left. Mr. A. N, Bam appeal^ to the Government, by a 
Mendly approach, to usher in a new era of peace and goodwill in the country. 
Mr Jamnadae Mehta emphaeised that in wartime certain reatrictiona on ^e acti- 
vities Of the public were inevitable and these must be voluntarily and willingly 
suffered. 'If that wae called regression be did not agree with that description. 
Anything done to prevent gossip mongering and spreading of false rumours or 
prevent impairment of public morale could not be called repression nor could be 
eemoede that any Indian ehould be allowed to do anything to make the path of the 
■ggreeeor easier. Action taken sgainet mieguided youthe and others engaged in 
aoSvitles of thie kind must be considered legitimate. Referring to the pmitical 
dendlook, the speaker said that it could not be made an excuee for anti-war 
noMtiee. He oepceeated loose talk ia the same breath of Nasi end British 
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8ir Jenmy Rmiimttmt iBtarrctting, dedmd tbto wm quite ineceoxete. 

Mr. N€on Indieo ofiiBioe deaMiided tbeC Britiih and other loieign 
fDTeeCamte in India muat be acquind with the help of the iteriinp imlaDoee. He 
alao wanted to know whether any action waa propoaed on behalf of the Indian 
Govemment aa reearda the maintenance of the Talue of aterling, whether any 
gnaranteea were to be obtained from flllG in thia matter and whether the conver- 
Bbility oi aterling into foreign ennenoiea would alao be enaured. Alao whether 
atepa bad been taken to aee that in the erent of a depreciation in the ralne of aterling 
thia oouitry would not etand to loae. 

8ir Jenemv Baiaman confeaaed to a certain amount of embarraaament in 
attempting to oiacnaa mattera of thia kind on the floor of the Honae. The financial 
relational not merely of ouraelfea and Britain, bnt of Britain with other countriea 
were alao inrolrad. and he could not repeat too often that thia matter could not be 
▼lewed or dealt with on the aimple linea which come membera seemed to take. It 
wouid hardly be poeaible for a matter of thia kind to be diacuaaed with complete 
freedom la any legialature and there were many aapeeta of such a question with 
which Oorernmenta could only deal in conaultation with each other aud it waa 
quite impoBBible that at emy atage the relatione of oonntriea in mattera of this 
kind should be fully explored and explained in public diacusaion. It was therefore 
from no desire to do anything behind the back of this House that he would hsTe 
to refrain from going into this subject in the detail which aome membera seemed 
to expect 

India, Sir Jeremy went on, had a stake in rictorr. AH the United Nations 
Blood or fell by victory in thia war. It was impoaaible to conceive what the coiiae- 
quenoea would be. to the major portion of humanity if victory were not achiev^l. 

How did the ateriiog balances arise t India was providing certain goods and 
aervicea for the war effort and, ahe had a very favourable balance of trade with Britain 
and the United Nations. Was it because the United Nations were not providing in 
return the goods which India needed ? No. The point was that at the present time 
the goods which India needed were goods necessary to ensure her safety. The whole 
productive capacity of Britain was concentrated in the production of weapons for 
victory. It waa because Britain waa producing them not only for herself but also 
for India and otbeii that ahe waa not left wiui any margin of productive caimcity 
with which to balance tlie goods and services she was receiving from India. Did Mr. 
Jamnadas Mehta in the present ciroumatancea expect that Britain in addition to send- 
ing the only goode she produced, should other goods in order to extinguish the 
■terli^ balances ? 

Beplyiiig to Mr. Neogy’a remarks about the evidence before the Joint Parlia- 
mentary Committee, 8ir Jeremy said there was all the difference in the world between 
the pioposal regarding pensiona then suggested and the proposal now made. There 
waa no question now of safeguarding. It was not as if you were banding over money 
to anyb(My else, 'ihe result of the investment would come back into your bauds 
and you bad the same discretion as ever in the application of these funds. It was 
•till fn the stage* of a proposal and waa atill under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment of India and not actually formally put before U.M.G. Dealing with Mr. 
Naogy'a oriticiam of the Reconstruction Fund, bir Jeremy explained : “If a man 
owea yon a debt he can pay by goods or services. It is a commonplace in the 
interiialioiiai field that you muat ultimately be paid in goods or aervices. Yet >ott 
•tart off by saying tliat any scheme which keef>s him employed in aervicea to you 
or making gooda for you must be barred.” It must be remembered, said isir Jeremy, 
that alter Inis war the position would be different from what it was a few years ago. 
It would not be a case of a world producing vast quantities of goods and looking 
eagerly for cuatomera. The position for a long lime would be exactly tlie reverae. 
Thare were the devastated couu tries of Kuroiie, China and Russia aud there waa the 
anormoua material damage which Britain had herself suffered. In the circumatancea, 
waa it absurd to foresee diflicultics in getting goods from any part of the world ? 
Our pre^poaition, therefore, was that wa ahould aet to work to examine our own 
atreumatances and see to what extent we could prepare now and put oiiraelvea in a 
poaition to taka advantage of the drcumstaucea as they would exiat after the war. 
If any one aaw a alniater motive in that, be (the Finance Member) could not under- 
aland it. 

FBBsa CxFeaBBBip 

Mr. T. Tm KriOauama^ari, by bia cut moUon, raised a debate on the nttitnde 
of the Oovernmint towards tlia Frm in' India and the working of Freaa cenaorahip. 
Altaa toeing fto hlafory at the xalationaliip between the Government and the Preaa 
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Jim D^ agn^t of N«fwber. lOia b« m miswcnl wiwHI- 

***• apwement on the purl ol the Ftofineihl Gofenimle. Ha 
minded the Uom^nt^ere were no Oofmmente in menj Pkofioeae 

i^1iQblioiiiceUngsb^^.bnuBcd nlmoil tbroagbont the eonntii. II wne 
thmgh tlM m^iam of the Preee elone tiint the pnblTe eonld bring iheir griefineci 
to the noUee of the enthoritiee. He eeeerted that thioaph the eretem of Praai 
AdTiiing, Oofernment were able effeetifely to prerent publieatloB of a eerlaia oate* 
gory of nawe Aroiigh the newe agepelek Altbongh the eyetem wen mireiy eolwi- 

Ijapare rtioh. did iret aoeept the ed?iee were penellaed. Inetroetme were often 
f Adrieera on the telephone* Farther reatrietiona have been plaeed 
^ ^ ^ wwt In eonehiaion. that the Pnaa eoiiM 

ahoald be centralsiM and be handled by the Government of India; 

The Noma Namhar eoniplimenled iCr. Eriebnamaebari on hie reaeonableBeii 
and aaid that theca wee notUag he eaid to which Government ofc^ted. ^II there 
la one tbiny 1 have warhed hard lor ever mnoe 1810, it la to impiove the relatiene bebi 
ween the Ueveniinent and the Preee. 1 believe that 1 have been aueeeaaful. I ean 
honeetly nay that I have given the beat eon^deration to the newaiianerv’ pofait of 
view to the Previneial Govern menu and have often aneoeeded.** He reminded the 
Bonce that there were atrong iniliiencee at work to perauade the newepapera to their 
viewpelni. He alao reminded tlie Uooae that the whole adminiatratiOn of the Preee 
reeted'whh the Frovtneia! Governmenta It waa therefore* very difficult to take the 
whole matter oat ol the Provincial Governmenta* handa. Chndittona varied from 
province to province and particularly in the provinces where Minietrriec were fuoo- 
tionins. It wee difficult to Impoae condiiione on them. The policy Ae tevemment 
of luaia bed adopted was thia In matters of alMndla importanea they eodea* 
vonred to place certain obiectivea before the Provincial Govern menu and leave it 
to the profincea to work oat and achieve those objeetivee. Ihe Government bed 
etrceeea that thoee obiectivee were to be readied *by voinntery egreemeiit with the 
Preee. hir Beginald Mezwell laid that editorial commenU had not been vubjeet to 
any reatrietiona. But If any newspapers publiabed anything which was regarded •• 
obfeetionable from the all-India point of view, ectidn was Ukeii against such a paper. 
The Home Member promieed to Inquire whether eny reetrlctione bed been plam on 
publiehing by the vernalnler Preee of iteme which bed eppeared in the Engtlih Preee. 
HCb however, did not think that any instraetions were given to newepepere on the 
tdepfaone. Ac for the preeent poeitlon, die Home Member eaid that the Government 
had approved the Bombey reeofution of the Newspeper Editore’ Oonferenee of Oct. 
2 and nnd naponded to ft at once. Aa a result, almoat all the provlnoee eeoepted 
the reioloiioo in the spirit in which it was offered. Hiia did not indicate eny 
breaefa nod so long as co-operation was offered the Government would welcome 
it nod meet it Hie motion was rejected without e division. 

Dbabhbbs Allow abcb 

Mr. cut motion to dlsoass,|he question ci dearnew allowance was re- 

jected by the House without a divi^on. Sir Jer§mp Raigman d^lared that the 
Government were fully and deeply conscioua of the diffieultivs end hardebipe not 
only of their aervanU but of the general public. Speaking of Government sereantiL 
he said that in addition to their wagea Government provides them vtith a good dm 
of shelter and clothing. After rejecting the resolution the House adjourned tin the 
next day. _ o 

Dbmand fob Mobs Sbbbiomb 


Mh. MARCH-The proepect of 2 more sessions of the CenirM ^Mature 
instead of the nsual autumn session in September, was indica^ by SuUan, 
Ahmed, l.eadcr of the House, siiesldng on Mr. NuMaiiihAai Lalme cut motkm 
to diffdtve '*tbe necessity of bolding more sessions of the Legislature in view ci 
the war and the future position of the country in the great (le^lopmente an 
Uklng place in (he world at large.” **I am desired to state,” asid Sfar Bulton 
Ahmed, speaking Immediately after the mover, ”ihat if t^ debate ra this 
leveala a general desire for more frequent smipna, ^e Ooverno^Mml will be 
prepared to agree to holding a short session during the lat^ part of Jul y or t hn 
of August and another short session in the latter part M-Oet^ « 
of November. An arrangement of this nature would matetiany 
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doBAod WM msde for hddiog moro leiMoBt. **Tbe Gofemmont** iMd the Leeder 
of the Hooee, **heve elweye token the view that our le^elatiTO ehambere are 
ueefal bodlea and Uie Qoveroment alwaye weleome their Tiewi and reaoiione to 
Goeemment deciriona and actiooe. l*he feeling that in time of emergency the 
Central Legialature tbould bare more frequent opportuiiitiee for contact with the 
cjceeuttre and for making its views on important questions of policy known and 
felt is one with which the Government have every sympathy." 

Sir Sultan referred to certain difficulties of holding more frequent sessions, 
namely, the pressure on railways and other forms of transport, shortage Of accom- 
modation in Delhi and the interference with the day to day worldng of the 
administrslive machine. On the last |ioint he said that one member during the 
present session put l8 questions on 1 dsy, which engaged a senior officer for 2 full 
days before the replies were prepared. In spite of these difficulties, however, the 
Governor-General would be prepared to imree to the holdin|< of more frequent 
sessions if there was a general desire in favour of it ; and if the House would 
co-operate with the Goveromeut in aeciiring maximum reaulte In the shortest 
possible time. 

Ssrdar Sent Singh (Nktionslist Party) Sir Ziauddin (Mualim League), and 
Mr. P. J. OrifitkB (European Group) generally welcomed the proposal. Sir *A . H. 
(fhugnavi supported the cut motion, which was eventually withdrawn. 

Natiqwai:. Wab Front 

'file Honae rejected without a division Mr Hosaainbhai Laljee'a cut motion 
to discuss means whereby people might have a better opportunity to place their 
views before the Government regarding war activities and the future position and 
proaperity of the country. Mr Laljee, in his speech, complained that the bulk 
M the people in the country had not been taken into confidence by the (^ernment 
in the matter of war effort nor was there an opportunity for the people to make 
their views known to the Government on. matters like India's ststus, the nature 
of the Government in the Provinces and other vital aubjects. 

Sir Sultan Ahmed pointed out that as far as the Centre was eoncerned it 
was doing all that waa possible, particularly by the estobliahmeot of the National 
Defence Council and through the National War Fron^ to keep the people 
informed of relevant topics connected with war activities. Proviocisl War Committees 
were also at work, but if the mover wanted further efforts made, it waa open to 
him to make representations to the Governor of his own Province of Bombay and 
suggest to him ways and means, which, Bir B.nltan had no doubt, would be 
considered. 

Mr. Griffiihe explained the ways in which the Front was working and invited 
helpful suggestions for imuroveroeiit. He made an offer to any member of the 
Bouse to undertake to address J3 war meetings in the course of 2 months. He 
undertook to meet the ex|)eii6es sod arrange the meetings. Mr. Ohiaeuddin detrlsred 
that the Govern meiii had failed to make full use of people who were prepared 
to help them, while Sardar Sant Singh asserted that the War Front would not 
be national until a national Governraeiit was formed at the Centre. Mr. Jamnadas 
Mehta claimed that it was the labour organisations, particularly those with which 
he was concerned, that propagated the idea among the workers that this war waa 
for the security of the country and for intern atioual goodwill. Sir Cowaaji 
Jehangir said that the idea of the National War Front originated with Indians 
who felt the need to make the people realise what' were the issues involv^ in 
the war and make them realize also that assistance given to the war effort was 
assistance given to India berselt to gain independence. Pandit Nilkanta Zhis 
urged tliat^preseiiUtivc non-ofiiciala should be associated with the National War 
Front and for tliis purpose It might be necessary to release meu from the 
jails. Mr. T. T. Kriahnamachari said tlie present war effort was only tiiteiided 
10 create a party^ to support the Government. The motion was lost without a 
divisioa. 

On an assunuiee given by Mr. T. S, Pillai, Joint Beeretory. Commerce 
Department, that t^e Government would see that in the case of trade with £. 
Africa, normal trade ebaiinels were not unduly disturbed, Mr. Moeeeinhhai 
LaijH withdrew his cut motion *'to dispnas the exports tram India and the trade 
relationship with other conhtties." Mr. Pillai said that Government policy with 
regard to exportt had hm\ to allow only those commodities which could be spared 
oonaistent with the war effort and to matotaiia contact with various markets out- 
iide lodte m fmr ts possible. Ihe £. African Governmeut was probably attempting 
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!SL ••^*^****^ prlc 0 -coDtrol and were thinking of an ageney to handle inporta. 
There WM no attempt on the part of the E. African GoTemment to nonopollae 
inports from this country. 

Indian Sbambn 

Mr. Laf/e 0 *e euUmotion "to diacuaa the poaition of labour, including Indian 
seainen who were still under the ^mmerce I^psrtment and whose grievances had 
not been herded, ’ wan rejected without a division. Mr. Pillai^ replying ou behalf 
of the (^mmeroe Department, said the bonditions of these seamen were not as 
toey h^ bnn deeonbed. No csse^ of delayed |>aymentB of wages bad come to 
his notice, but the Government were prepared to make a full inquiry if any such 
case was brought to their notice. He also referred to toe varioua eonlorta 
provided for Indian seamen at different parts in this country. 

Urdu Language in Broadoasting 

By 31 to 14 votes, the Assembly rejected the Muslim League Party's cut 
motion to **diBcuBB the grievances of Muslima with regard to the service, language 
and programmes of the Broadcasting D^artment." 

The mover, Nawab Siddique AU Khan criticised what he described as AIR*s 
*ianp;uage policy of encmiraging high-flown Ksnskrit and Uiiidl words and of 
coining ridiculous phrases*' instead of using the Urdu language, which, according 
to him, was the language siioken and understood all over India. He also said 
that items of Muslim interest did not find their due place in the programmes and 
there was also favouritism shown in tlie choice of artistes. He complained about 
the paueltv of Muslims in the Broad-casting service and said that their peroentage 
was only 9.6. . 

Sir Feroz Khan Noon, Defence Member, said he intervened in the debate 
because he took a great deal of interest in the possrbilitv of a common language 
for India. Not one of the membera opiiosite, he said, had objected to CiS use of 
simple words from any language and they all realised that Urdu was the language 
originally intended so that people from all parts of the country and from aeroea 
its border might converse with each other, and that Urdu or Hiuduataiii It they 

E referred to call it, contained words from rll languages sneh ai English. French, 
lanskrit, Arabic and Persiaii, and it was a growing language. He had recently 
visited 8. India and there he found that recruits from Madras learnt In 10 days to 
oommunicate ordinary ideas In simple Hindustani and were becoming literate in 
that language in about 10 weeka. He ^pealed lor tolerance and a apirit of 
eompromiee and patience with the effbri to evolve a "Hngua franca'* for llio 
oonhtn. 

Sir Reginald Maxwell, Home Member explained that it had bean recognised 
thai the salariee paid in this department were inadequate : tbeir readiuetment had 
been under active consideration and it wae hoped that reeulto would be reached 
fairly soon. Referring to communal compoeition of the etaff. he pointed out that 
after careful examination of the nature of the qualiftcationa necesaaiy and other 
factoca^ certain poets ia the department had been exempted from the Oovernmeot 
order regwrding tlie percentage of communal representation, but the bulk of* tha 

E ats eame under tte communal order. Among all the non-gmtlid imal^ 
nslims had their 25% represeutation. The paucity of Mnalims in the nnto fl 
assistant engineers and U!<Amcal assistaats was explrined by tha milkol^ in 
obtaining Muslims with the requisite technic^ qnaliMhpnak but 5^^** 

were being made to find ways in which better facilitim ntight be forded to 
Muslims to enter the technical grade. As regards programmes, AIB's policy 
most be to make programmes acceptable to the general listoner and to i^uee tha 
number of Itema of quasi-religious or msinly eommui^ wllhoul i^udM 

purely religioua items, llio motion waa pressed to a division aod was lost by 
14 votei to 3L The House then adjourned. 

Martial Law in Boro 

lOlh. MARCH:— The Assembly today r^eetod by 39 votes to 84 the cut NMitta 
moved by Mr. Yusuf Maroon, Muslim liaguo member from dlsww si the 

adminlatration of martial law in Bind. Me. Bmmm wydemned t^ lolred ytion 
of amrUal law in parto of Sind where the Hur troobie tUd not ^ond ^ ollegid 
tkal during the 9 months since the inteodnetloD of mar^ law. 
ttmmgh **a lehta of terror." He lefersed to a anmber of loekteta iii which te 
asBortiiri that Innocent persons bad dM or aufecd In eonosnteatton campe. Tte 
SmhUmaelvei. howowTwcie ai larfs in great nwnbera. and enltlvalofa In tha 


186 THE CENTRAL l^IBLATIYE ASSEMBLY [ VBW DKm- 

mk ftifected had left their ▼Hlagca with the reanlt that land waa lying nnealtiTated. 
He aaM that martini law abonid be remeved from areas where there was no Hur 
trouble and that an inquiry should be made into the charges made against its 
administration. The Ooreriior of Sind in December had announced that at least in 
the West part of Sind martial law would be abrogated, but so far that had not 
been done. 

Mr. if, Trivedi, Defence Seeretary, denied that there bad been '*a rmgn of 

terror” in the martial law area If the tneidents alleged by the mover bad 
happened, how was it that no member had mentioned them earlier in the House or 
brought diem to (iovernment’s notice ? This was the brat time tliat they had been 
mentioiiea and as far as information available to him went, the allrgationa were 
Iniiorreet The military and the police had worked under conditions of great 
difficulty ; the area waa enormous and the country difficult owing to lack of 
communication while the civil disobedtenca movement and the floods added to the 
diffictiUiea. But the eituatiou had now improvM coiieiderably and a aense of 
security aiid order had largely been restored. Tlie tank, howtver, was not complete ; 
all tlie Htir leaders had not been disposed of ; and it was clear that thonjdii the 
state of nffaira had changed for. the better, the stage had not bren reacheu when 
withdrawal of martial law would be justiflrd. No one waa more anziodi than 
Government that martial law should not be retained a day iouger than waa 
absolutely necessary. 

ilosuua m Scppi^v Dbpaetmekt 

The House rejected wHhottt dtvieion Mr. G. B , Nairang *8 cut motioa to 'diecuee 
the grievaNi*e 0 of Mnalims in regard to their **meagre abare in the servicee of Uie 
Supply Department and in the contracts given by the i>i>{>anmetit” Mr. Naiiang 
Mferrra to oorrespondeiice which he fiad with Sir Homi Moiiy on the sal^ect and 
said that Sir Huiui gave him a detailed repiy but aiiice he resigned llie losition of 
Mmdtnia had deteriorated. Mr. Nairaiig ezpliatncd that between Aug. 1641 and <tet. 
1642 there had been a fall in the percentage of Muslims. For instsnee, in the grade 
routine staff, the fiereentage had fallen from 25 to 20. Tiie argument that MusUms 
with technical qualifications were not available had no Bubstanee because there were 
hundreds of 'posts which requsrsd no tecliniesl quHliflcations. 

Mr. J* A, IfitckeowH, Joint Secretary, Supply Departmeiit, said that he must oppose 
the motion not becanee the de}«runent contended tliat the positioD of Muslim 
representation was in all respects satisfactory, but because he contended that 
ooneideriog the difficuUiee they had to face and the effort they were 

making, mey deserved no censure but credit for the degree of anceess 

acbievM. It wss correct that between Augiistt 1941, and October, 1642, 
tiiere had been a fall in the percentage of Muslims employed comiiared 

to the total number of eiaff, but Uie actual number of Miislimt bad in 

moat eases increased. Even as regards percentage, it was in ezeesa in 
certain cases. For instance, in the grade of officers of the Chief Contollw 
of Furchase and Supply the proportion of Mnelime waa 40%. Mr. Maekeown 
referred to the liiflionliiea of getting anitable Muslima and aaid the 

department would welcome help from members of the House in the matter. 
If menibera of the Mualim League Party would give them the names of 
suitably qualified Muslim officere, the department would give them the 
fuUeet ohanoe. 

Aqbicdltubb in India 

The House gave over- two hours to the Kuropeau Group’s cut motion 

to discuss meaiiR whereby the present prosperous agricultural conditipttl 
might be used for the per<i;aiient' rehabilitation of agriculture. Mr. JP. 

Lawson^ moving Uie motion, wiabed that something more than a (:iirac* 
tion of Uip hundreds of crorca which might be spent to defend the i^ntry 
against Nazi domination could be SMnt on defending it against agri* 

culture and against a standard of life among agrieultiirista mhm was 
lower Uian that of any other secUoit of the people. He auggeatid, among 
other tilings, the fizmtion of minimum prices for crops and tp making 

of central arrangementa for dealing with surplueee or deficits. He also 
suggested a crop planning develoiieroent of Hydro-electric schemes for the 
supply of power for a iiamber of minor industries and for tube-welis and 
a review of minor crops which could be grown in India and wMeh 
could be used not only for internal consumption but also Uft ezport. Mr. 
H., L, Gray eupported the motion and said that minlmui^;))rioes could not 



•>■11 MIB. '4S ] 


OM THE EINANOB BILL 


tw mtintaiDcd u»ieM parchuriiig OKMisttioD on the HnM ol farmen’ 

••••peratiTa aoneUfa axiatML Sir fMende Jaaiaa angitaatad that <ma of tha 
*5? ’•1®*^** »*****j-**t» ateriing balaaeao coald ba put vaa for 

^atroction agrieohofa. by proriding panpa for water mpply, traeton. 
Ibm^mg nachioae aud p^icha. Bir Fredariek emphaaiaed the for the 
proriMOii ^ ebMp and c^Uto tranaport for the agrieuUoriat ao that ha 
^Id narkat hM gooda. Ar Jogindra 8it^, Mambw Agrieoltum. gave 
tha muraooa that all the aoRgaaUona made ia the oouiaa of the debate 
woald TO euminM. Mr, Lawson withdrew hie motion. The ffuilloliiio wne 
then Applied end ell the demendt were peeeed. ‘The House then edjourned. 

Debate on the Finance Bill 


mil. •Die Assembly begeo the debsts on the Ist reeding of the 

Fiiienee Bill to-dey. ^tr Cowasjt Jehnngir suggested the estsblisliment of en ed 
hoc committee consisting of members of both Houses end mm represenUng inenos 
end business end those .whose opinions on finence were worth while to ed?iee the 
Gofemmeiit on questions such es joint wsr neesnres erising from the 
ftnenoiel settlement of 1939 between HMG end Indie. He expressed doubts ebrot 
the necessity of cresting the pension fund now end seid such e procedure might 
result in ultimete loss becense the Finence Member would pey e much hif^er xete 
of interest on the treesory bills which he would heve to issue in Indie tlien the 
rate he wonid .get from HMG on tlie fund. Referring to the reconstruetion Iqnd 
he said uiiless the intention wM to sterilise s portion of the eleriiiig bslsneei he 
conld not understeiid why lerge emouitts. should be esrmsrked for sn object which 
oonld not be fulfilled now. He thought It possible for the Gn?ernment to msbe e 
ststement that they did not intend that sterling bsisiice should be earmarked lor 
goods purchased only from DK. Tlie qitestiou whetlier it would be possible to get 
goods from the TJK or not was e domestic one, but the fset that Indis aliouHi to 
free to buy in the cheepeet mefket could not be Contested, fie also thought thet It 
was possible to come to somo Efcengemout whereby the value of sterling vhHi*vii 
the rni^ would be stabilised. 

Sir Froderick Jamts said that little reference had been made duriiig discussion 
on the Defence Hervice. 1 bey owed e duty to these men, who bad joind from ell 
parts of Indis. He |wid e special tribute to the work of the Indian Navy mid mrid 
he understood that Adm. Fitzlierhert was shortly leaving India. 'Jbe Admind had 
done a great deal to bring the KIH to ite present strength aud would leove behind 
III India a ^eat msiiy who would remember his great work (cheers). About the 
Indian Air Force, &ir Frederick asked whether the latest mnchiiies and equipment 
to which the Finance Member referred had arrived, fie drslt with a naaaher of 
of difficulties felt by officers, such as the difference in pay and sllowsuce betwsou 
emergency commiseioiicd and regular officers, passage facilities, accommodation end 
differences in allowances made to dependants of Kniopean and Indian prisonerf 
of war. 

Mr. Oovind V. Doshmukh jomed in paying a tribuls to the services to this 
country of Adm. Fitsherbert. He stressed the need of having a well -planned post- 
war reconstruction programme and urged that steps be taken to prevent a slump 
in trade and agriculture. The purchase of tractors and high-power machinery for 
use in Indis would be sheer waste of money unless it was preceded by the 
introduction of a system of collective farming. With the present small holdings 
and lack of settled labour, it was no use buying heavy sgricMiltural goods. Propa- 
ganda by the Nationnl War Front was also criticized by Mr. Deshmukh who felt it 
was not good to be told that if we did not do a certain thing we stood to lose. 
The line should be that if we did a certain thing we stood to gain, llie proposal 
of a direct reciprocal aid sgreenrient with the Ub. would not only be of financial 
advantage but would also help India to improve^ her political status es|)ecisliy if 
other similar sgreemeuts with other United Nations could follow. 

Sir Ziauddin Ahmed S|ioke next for 75 minutes and bad not finished when the 
House rose. He explained why sterling credits arose and accumulated and sug. 
gested that they should be kept as a floating account and not be invested m loeg 
term contrsete for it was uacertsin when money would be requirea Iheee assete 
should be spent in purchasing heavy industrial machinery which India would 
require Imm^Utely after the mar and the purebasra sliouW be made from any 
cTOntry and in the cheapest market. He emphasized the imTOrtanra of enteslng 
Into a mraet Leaee-Lend ariaagemeDt with the U6 and sud it fhouM not be 
10 00g defence requifemcBts but should also cover trade needs and aeientifio 
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mtritai. Th« tine hid iliO eoma for eoOioifiB Ifaik-iip tnong the IToited 
EitioDf. If tbie WM done it woald ffl?e greet onrreooy etebiHtj both in wnr time 
end after the war. If thio was not done now there waa a danger of a defence in 
world economy after the war. The Finance Member ahould put thia propoaal on 
behalf of India to the other membera of the United Katione. He deprecated talk 
of inflation and traced it to enemv-engineered plana to npaet trade, dialocate currency 
and diaturb the food marketa. If bnaineaa increaaed, currency would increaae and 
eapand. 'rbe tendency of hoarding encouraged by enemiea of the country muat 
alao be taken into acconnt. The theory of a nMtalling backing of currency waa 
out of date. Gold and ail?er were no longer cnnenciea or commoditiea becauae no 
Talne could be attached to locked up treaaurea. Currency had to expand with the 
needa of the country. Sir Ziauddin atrongly critieiaed the reduction in the per- 
centage of Mualima in the Supply Department. He had not flniahed when the 
Preaioent adjourned the Houae. 


11th. MABOH : — Sir Zia-ud*din Jhmtd commented on the preference 
ahown tp the textilb indnatrj by the Supply Department at the ezpenae 
of other indnatriea particularly leather. After urging atriet adherence to the 

communal riota reaolution' of 1034 in all Departmenta of the Gomnment 
he critieiaed the food policy and concluded by emphaaiaing that the three 
eaaendala to be aafegnarded for the welfare of the country were food, currency 
and tranaport. 

Dr. Sir JRafatyt Dalai dwelt on the adTantagea to India of the Indo- 

Britlah connexion. He waa conrinoed that India would become a aelf-gorern- 
ing unit of the Britiah Commonwealth of Nationa. India required large 
naral, land and air forcea for her defence, particularly when ahe became 
free. The preaent expatiaion of the Defence forcea waa a atep in the right 
dAceetion. Defence expenditure waa not in any way greater than India’a neada. 

. *Tn the battle of bread, bania baa baaten Uie Britiah hollow,** raid 
Mr. Jamnadaa Mehtat attaekina the Oorernment of India'a food policy. On 
the laat 34 yeara of war, Inula haa reached the peak of her aacrifice and 
a raat minority of the people were underfed and underclothed. Diapnt- 

log the atatement that the porehaaing power of the people had increaae^ 
he aaid that withdrawala to the extent of Ba. 51 crorea had taken place 

in the preaent war period from the poet ofiiee aavinga banka and caah 

oertifleatea. Food and clothing were the two moat vital psoblema of the 
country today. The Government, bad failed* to achieve any aucoeaa in reliev- 
ing the aituation. He critieiaed the Goveramenfa withdrawal of control of 
wfimt prices and remarked thah whereat in hingland pricea. of ecaential commoditiea 
had. only increaaed by' 21% above the pre-war level hi Indiu the price was 
between 1(90% and 200%. Mr. Mehta comprained that the Gommwrce De- 
partment had not explained what exactly waa the imsition of the UE.C.O. 
Beporie bed reached him. regarding the iUcreaaing influence of the Corpo- 
lataon in India’e export trade. Kcferring to augar, he aaid that the Govern- 
ment, by permitting an increaae in price of Ka. 3-5 per maund, bed made 
a free gift of Ra. 34 crorea to the manulacturera at the coat of the 

oonaumer. Some of the biggeat manufaoturera in Bombay and the U.P. had 

told him that they never wanted the inereaae. He argued that inflation 
exiated in the country to the extent of Ba. 200 crorea of anircaoy, mak- 
ing allowance for increaae In population, expanaion of trade and induatry, 

and boarding etc., It waa wrong, therefore, to aay that there was no infla- 
tion at all in Lidia. Dwelling on the political deadlock, Mr. Jamnadaa 
declared that the aolution of 4he deadlock which began on Anguat 8 laat 
year wae incredibly aimple ; but faeting waa not the method and the eon- 
ference-holders in Bombay were net the people to bring it abouU Who were 

tbeae bnay bodiei to preeume to eland ee boatagaa for Mr. Ga^hi ? Mr. 
Gandhi himaalf had declared that he waa prepared to reconsider the posi- 
tion. Mr. Gandhi ahonid, thazafon, ba nllowed to be among / the membora 

of the Working Oommittee even noder detention, and. if they came to 
the eoneluaion that the *'aabotege reeolttUon** of Oongrcea of Anguat 8, should ba 
withdrawn, the Uovemmeiit efaonld aleo withdraw the order of detention of 
all Oongreaemen. In orddr that pimdige on both sidee might be aaved, 
both Maiooa might be aanoUaecd almoltaneoiialy. Ae regaide the aolution 

^ ^the larger deadloek between 'Britain and India, be eeked. that H.M.G. 

^^atonld deelaie their loyalty to the Atlantlo Ghertar in leapeet .of Indie. 
lodta*a fnedom would titan be aaattxed. 
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Mr. LaUhand Navalrai eompltined that th« House and e?en the Finanee 
informed when a decision was reached in respect of Joint war 
liabtlities. He ]oined in the demand for an ad hoc committee to consider the 
question at this stage. Coming to taxation, be considered that it was quite unneces- 
whole deficit could have been met by borrowing. He said that the 
middle classes and the small industrialists were already overbiirned. Tlie tax on 
vanaspati was also unjust. He criticized the' Government on the working of the 
poli^ of ludianizatiou in the Army and said that there were not enough Indiana 
in officers ranks. He also said that the majority of the clerical staff at HQ were 
Europeans. Mr. Navalrai had not finished when the House adjourned till the 15th. 

15th. MARCH Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, concluding his unfinished speech of 
Friday last, urged the Government to sUrt negotiations with the Congress for the 
removal of the political deadlock and to release Congress loaders, or at last allow 
the members of the Congress Working Committee to be with Mr. Gandhi in order 
to give them the opportunity to revise their attitude and thus throw the burden 
on them. Outlining the Muslim League attitude towards the Finance Bill, i^ir 
Mohammed Yamtn Khan said that, in view of the Government's attitude, the 
Muslim League Party had no choice but to vote against the Finance Bill. If 
prices had been effectively controlled, the food and cloth situation in the country 
would not have deteriorated. He thought that the whole deficit could have been met 
by a stricter control of Government expenditure. Regarding the political problem, 
he wanted the British Government to trust the country if the Congress could 
not be trusted. There should be a clear declaration of India's freedom so that 
she could fight the war as one of the United Nations. 

Mr. K, G. Ambedgnonkar, Deputy Secretary, Food Department, replying to 
Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, said that, if in the batUe foi bread the bania had trininphed, 
it was not only against the Government but against the consuming public. It 
was not a matter for gloating over but for strong public condemnation. It was 
not only Government action that could remedy this, but strong public opiniun, 
and he ho})ed the House would give its co-operation in order to create it. 
Referring to sugar prices, Mr. Ambedgaonkar said that, so far as manufacturers 
in Bombay were concerned, the statement that the increase of Ks. 2 6 per md. 
was a gift to them was correct, but on other points Mr. Mehta’s informant was 
wroug. It was only after examining the qucation in great detail that the increase 
of Rs. 2-5 was decided upon. Many factories would otherwise have closed down. 
It was true that even the increased (trice had not solved the problem in Bengal. 
The price was not fixed in relation to the cost of (irodtiction in Bengal but on 
the average cost in the whole of India. On any other basis it was not possible to 
have a control price. The fact remained that sugar was still the cheapest commo- 
dity in the country. 

Mr. E. L, C. Owilt (European Group) urged the collaboration of the Central 
Government with the provincea in an attempt to reaih uniformity in the payment 
of dearness living allowance by the various industries snd the immediate iptro- 
duction of price control measures. He considered there was little reason shown in 
t^ adoption of the payment of dearness allowance on a scale dependent upon the 
incidence of the cost of living if there was no parsllcl price control of ilie (Jioduct 
of the industry concerned, and, if this procedure was permitted to continue without 
the fixation ot ceiling prices of commodities, it would inevitably lead to economic 
disaster, for who but the State and the individuals compriaing it paid theae 
allowances ? Turning to the subject of import licences, he pointed out the delays 
that occurred in granting them and said a huge waste of time occurred not in the 
actual examination of the files, but in transit from one Department to another artd 
suggested that, if the Government could emydoy commercial experts to assist th^m 
in production, • they conld also import similar advice to overhaul their filing 
■yetem. Mr Gwilt aim referred to the constant changes, resulting from the rapid 
expanaion of ao many Departments in Delhi, not only in their personnel, but in the 
location of the Department itself and naked the Government to set up a Centra! 
Inquiry Bureao for the convenience of vialtofs. Mr Gwilt drew the Oovernmeni'a 
MMotioit to the need to ewitrol price*, cepeeialW of (o^e and diuM, import not 
oolf ot the peril ol the ebipe that brought them to lodie end the livee of thoea 
who flaaBoedtlieae ahips, but at great sacrifice of the Irom whose mun tries 

they wen shipped. He asked what the attitude of HMG would be if they were 
made Mraiw of the fact that the people of Britain were being asked to mate 
— in Older to provide e black market for the middlemim In this oountry. Uo 
odM the OoTcmwmt to pat o atop to duo profitaerinf Immediately. 
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Mr C. Tfivedi, Defence Secretary, endorsed wholeheartedly the appreeiatiee 
references made in the House to the brilliant achievemeDta of the troops, the 
Navy and the Air Forces in India and their many deeds of conspicuous gallantry 
and valour in Kcvernl theatres of war. 

About Sir Frederick JameH*s observatinns on war correspondents. Mr. Trivedi 
said that the mHioiity of war correspondents had taken a consistently balanced view 
<»f .our operations in Burma and so had the Indian .Press on the whole, though 
it was true that in certain sections of the Press particularly overseas the modest 
announcement made in Che communiqtie of December lit was hailed as the beginning 
of the reconquest of Burma. On occasions it was advisable for those responsible for 
publicity to pass over in silence speculations or even exaggerations in the Prws 
in order that rite enemy might not obtain information of some value. Subject to 
this consideration, he assured Bir Frederick that it had been and would continue to 
be the constant endeavour of the Directorate of Public Relations through contacts 
with the Press or war corres|tondentB or by other means to ensure that publicity 
was conducted in a manner which would avoid either excessive optimism or undue 
pessimism. Mr. I'rivcdi declared .that in no single comftarable esse was the pay 
of an officer of the Indian Army while a prisoner of war less than the pay drawn 
by a British Bervice officer in captivity : in fact, the pay of an officer of the Indian 
Army while a prisoner of war wos always greater than that of a British Service 
officer. He added that il had now been decided tliat the marriage allowance and 
lodging allowance of officers of the Indian Army would not be cut by 25% while 
they were prisoners of war. In addition, separation allowance which was not 
granted previously would be given in full. 

Mr. Trivedi aaid that the completion of the lO'Sqnadron plan for the Indian 
Air Force anuouiiced in the Assembly in Nov. 1941 was now in sight. A certain 
number of modern airciaft had already reached India and more were due to arrive. 
The limiting factor now was not the lack of modern types of aircraft but an iii- 
aufficiency of trained technical Indian personnel for ground duties. It was hoped 
however to form 7 squadrons by the end of June, 194B, and to complete the loll 
10-Fquadron programme by the end of this year, lliia would give India an air 
force exactly 10 times its size at the outbreak of the war and for the let time in 
its history India would have a modern tiir force eqnipt)ed with modern aircraft and 
able to take an active part in the defence of her frontiers. In addition to this 
scheme, it hsd been decided to undertake 2 furtlier important Indian Air Force 
expansion measiirea : (1) Tbe introduction of a acbeme for the appointment of a 
number of Indian Air Force personnel to RAF staffs and units in India to gain* 
experience in cstabliabed units working under war conditions and (2) ludiauisation 
of the balloon equadrous. 

Mr. Trivedi announced that arrangements bad been made for a squadron of 
the lAF to be at the Delhi airport on March 21, to give members of the Central' 
Legislature an opportunity of seeing for themselves a modern squadron of the 
JAF. He hoi)ed mcmlters would give Government their advice and assiitance in 
obtaining the airnieii-lechnicians necessary for Uie expansion of the lAF. 

Giving figures of the pioportion of British and Indian officers in the army, he 
said at the outbreak of war it was 5.5 Briiiah to 1 Indian ofiicer. On September 
3, 1942, it was 4.5 to 1. Permanent commissions, however, were not given at present 
either to Indian or British officers, and officers for the expanding forces were 
obtained by the grant of emergency com misBions. On Beptember 3, 1940, tbe 
proportion of emergency commissioned British officers to Indisn officers was 2.75 
to 1. On September 3, 19^ the corres|K)mling proportion was 1.5 to L While 
the npmber of British emergency commissioned officers had increased since 
Beptember^B, 1940. by about 350%, tbe number of Indian emergency comsisaioiied 
ofneers had increased by over 6UU%. 

A voice : **Ibat is not the way to look at it." 

Mr. Trivedi said that there was practically unlimited further scope for the 
appointment of Indiana as emergency cororoissioned officers. The difficnlty was a 
shortage of suitable candidates coming forward. The suggeation made by Mr. 
Navalrai that permanent conimiasioiis should be given could not possibly be 
accept^. It would bo out of the question both on financial and other grounds to 
build up the army required for war on the basi’a of permanent employment. Tbe 
Indian Air Force was purely an Indian service but because fully trained Indian 
officers were not available, it bad been necessary to employ a small number of BAF 
officers SB a tem}x>raiy measure. Their icroeiitage was only 2}. 

Bir A, h. Ohaxnavi, speaking amic n'.any inter lupUona, particularly from the 
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FioMiM Member, di»U with ttie eterling helaneee and Mid tlut the U.a. OUiada 
and 8. Africa hnd all obtained from Britain paymema mo-e by dia-inveatmeiitt of 
Britisb aaaetB in those countries than by o|iening sterling credits in Tiondoii. 

Finance Member : What ia Canada doing now ? 

Sir Abdul Halim said that on the Argentine’s inaistenee, Britain had agreed 
to give them a gold guarantee clause. 

Finance Member : — ^'Fhat was before the war. 

Sir Abdul Halim: — Whether before or after the war does not maUer. Give 
us the same guarantee. 

He went on to endorse the suggeationa made by the Federation of Indian 
Chamiiers of Commerce and Industry to utilise the sterling balances for the liquida- 
tion of Britiah investments in India, iiayment for purrhases in durable assets 
like capital goods and i>ayment in part in gold and dollars. He entered a protest 
against ‘*the frittering away” of the sterling balances in funding pensions and 
creating a Keconstruction Fund. Criticising the income-tax adminiAtralion, he 
took strong exception to the insisteiu'e on Indian sssessees, and not Kuropesn 
assef^s, submitting on oath a atatenient of total wealth. Mhe law did mit 
require this, and he indicated that a test mse might have to lie fought in order 
to Mtabliah the law on the aubj^ct He dwelt on what he descriiied as the Hritiah 
business luairs cry for more agricult nrisstion of the country and on Mr. I.*. R. 
Haddow*a “closed fist” shown st Iiidisii industrislists snd di*clsred that India 
would resist any attempt to deprive her of her right to shape her economic and 
industrial structure in her best interests. 

Speaking on the general situation, Sir Abdul Halim complained that Govern- 
ment by their action in connexion with Mr. Gandhi's- fast baa not onljr mtsaed a 

K eat opportunity of bringing about an atmosphere in which reooficilisfeion both 
tween the communities and between them and Government would havs been 
possible, but thejr had in the process lost Hie Hervices of 3 Members of *he Viceroy's 
Obuncil who had the largest support of the iieople. Mr. Gandhi’s release .might 
well have enlisted the energies of the remaining yesrs of his life to the healing of 
differences between the communities and between them and Government. Sir 
Abdul HsHm, however, affirmed his faith in the good sense of the British people, 
if not in the present ruling (dass, and he ho|>ed that co-oi)eraliou between Brilaia 
and India would soon be established. 

Ifith. MARCH:— Dr. B. R, Ambedkar^ Labour Member, replying to charges of 
Govera:ment “extravagance” in the use of paper, pointed out tiiat, wldle sboriage 
of paper did exist, there was no acute suffering. He gave figures of publiestions 
in Enirland and iudia and said that, whih* in England in 1940, i 1,000 publications 
were issued the figure for India was 15,000. Sir Frederick James lisd referred to 
tiie waste involved in republicstion in iiruvincisl “Ossettea” of notificstions in tlie 
“Gscette of India.’* Dr. Ainiiedkar said this was necessary because the “Gasette” 
provided the primary proof in law and the '‘Gazette," therefore, was the last thing 
to which economy should be riiililcssly applieti. The Government nevertheless had 
applied ns much economy as w>is pMisaiiile. Matter which once occupied 1| pages 
was now compressed into ^ a columu. Margins bad been cut out and the GAvern- 
ment bad circularised Provincial (iovernments to ascertain whether repnhlicstion 
of certain matter in provincial “Gazettea’’ was absolutely rsiieiilial. The Govern- 
ment of India had also abolished about 140 fonns and HiiM|>ended others. "Indian 
Information” was to ije reduced to ^ its present size snd the Controller of Printing 
sod Htationery had been given power to examine the easentislity of any pulilication. 
Dr. Ambedkar said he was not ready at this stage without further informatioii 
to accept the suggestion to form a committee of the kind whicii was said to be 
at work in the UK. but the Govern ment of Inijis had obtained financial 
sanction for the 8t>pointment of a commercial Master Printer - who would be able 
to do wlmt the Committee in England was said lo hive done. 

As regards Mr. Jamnadss Mehta’s complaint that no Indisii labour represen- 
tative had hew invited to the Dominion Labour Conference, Dr. Ambedkar *said 
that his Department was not consulted by the conveners of the Oiiifereitce and 
it could not therefore, do snyildng in the matter. 

Sfjed Ohulam Bhik ATairang (Muslim Usgiie) raised the question of represen* 
tation of Muslims in the Central Government bervic.ea and object^ .0 the 
Government's answers to questions on the subject. He also referred to the 
diffieultiee of Oriental language newspafiers in the matter of newsprint end Mked 
the Government to increase their quotas. ^ - 

Mr. Frank Anthony referred tc the salariee end ellowencee of British end 
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Indian commisiioned officere. He elle^ied that 99-9/10% of the British emergency 
eommisflioncd officers at present were really Anulo-Indians, but, because of the 
higher acalc of pay given to European coinnjiHsioned officers, they made the 
statement that they were Enro()ean8. It was also the case, be declared, that 
the better ediieaterl class of Anglo-liidiaiis refused to deny their Indian parentage 
and drew the lower scale of pay. He was not asking the Government to lower 
the salary of British officers but to increase the level of income and allowance 
oi Iiidisn commissioned officers. Mr. Anthony complained that Anglo-Indians 
were not permitted to offer themselves for service in the lAF., so they went to 
England and were admitted to the RAF and were doing well. Dyson, who 
held the record with 6 Italian planes brought down in 15 minutes, was an 
Anglo-Indian. 

Sir Vithal \arajfan C hamiavarkar, attempting to clear up misunderstandings 
about the part played by the cotton textile induHtry, said that, if there was any 
industry which had foreseen the wisdom of control of production for war purposes 
and for civil Bupi>ly, it was the textile industry. It had done its best to maintain 
production at its highest level and had done everything above board. One reason 
for the rise in prices was the failure of export control. Men came from the 
Middle East and in a short time were able to export large quantities of cloth. 
Sir Vithal Ntirayaii agreed with tlie criticism that Rs. 4U crorea as the yield from 
KP'r wiis an iindor-estimate and said that a substantial amount of this would be 
contributed by the Bombay mills alone, including thoae controlled by him. He 
charged Government with laxity in the collection of EPT and said that some of 
the cnnceriiR controlled by him had not yet been assessed for Oct. 1941. He also 
siiggeRt..d the issue of taxation reserve certiheates through which Government 
could get advance payments of taxes in cash on payment of a small interest 
as in England. 

Criticizing the payment of cash bonus to employees, he said it was the Bombay 
Government which was substantiRliy responsible for the introduction of this system 
in Bombay, and he knew of cases in which even 6 months’ wages had been paid as 
bonus. Government, themselves were encouraging this because the Income-tax 
Department had exempted these amounts from };>et)tember. Having once introduced the 
system of cash bonus, it would not be possible to alter it, but he suggested that 
a ceiling limit should be placed on cash bouus and investment of the balance in 
other ways should be eiictuiraged. He qbiected to the fixing of Rs. 5,000 as the 
limit for the income-tax suicitarge and said it should not be less than Rs. 15,000, 
The lower limit was hard ou fixed wage earners, who were mostly middle class 
people and the backbone of the country. About infiation, he declarra that it was 
time for Government to have an Economic Advisory Council which the Treasury 
should consult. He also asked that no decision ought to be taken regarding the 
dis|>OBal of sterling balance now. He urged ()olitica1 parties iu the country to 
form at least a united national opposition if a National Government was 
Imposaible. 

Khan Bahadur G, K, V. Shahban, surveying the different aspecta of the 

Finance Member's Budget speech, expressed satisfac ion with the allocation between 
borrowing and taxation and asked if it was not proper to make borrowing more 
attractive in view of the fact that public resroiise in the past had not been what it 
■bould be. lie maintained that national leaders whose co-operation the Government 
had spurned for various rcssoiis, could raise in the matter of a few months loans 
far exce^ing those which the Government got in the last ^ years war. 

He described the fnndpig of reconstruction plans with the couniry’s sterling 
assets in England, as an unfair financial deal, and aaid it had evoked /the deepest 
tiispiciuu in the country. He asked the Government to respect national opinion. 
The speaker alto referr^ to tlie growing resentment in India's commercial circles 
against the activities of the United Kingdom Oommercial Corporation. 

The establishment of a National Government at the Oentre immediately 
to end the present Impasse aud to stir up India's war effort was 

demanded by Sardar Bant Biiigh, who narrated **tfae repeated failures 
of the British Government to meet tlie political aspiration of India. He 

•uggested that the Viceroy should invite the different parties and interests in 
tlie conntry aud ask them to select s lesder, who chonld be entrastiKl with 
task of forming a National Government If the Oongrees and Muslim Leagne stood 
out, let them do so, bat power should be trsnsferred to other dements in the 
coont^. He urged the Government not to intensify feelings of fmstratiQn in tbs 
eonntry anj more but to try to end tha political dddloek with the lesat sm* 
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the recent Government booklet legarding OongreM reeponiibility 
for tto disturbwces he whet was wronp; in the moUvee of Mr. Gandhi and 
tb«, Oon;fr^8 if th^ deaired the freedom of the country and wanted to prevent 
- becjomiiig a war thentre. He imve the analogy of Kngland and 

asked if aimilar motives did not prevail among the entire p«ople there. He 
o^ecm to the presence of a large number of foreign troops in India and ask^ 
why the manpower of India was not fully tapped. He demanded more representa- 
tion^ 01 hikiis in the higher Government services, and supported the demand for 
the increase of newsprint quota for vernacular newspa|iers. 

Mr M, Nauman commented on the paucity of Muslims in the Services and 
the mall share they had in promotions and extensions of service. He said that 
ue Government which had called Congressmen rebels were treating them differently 
from Hiirs who were also called rebels. Whst was the explanation for this 
discriminatory treatment ? Was it because one was Hindu and the other Muslim ? 
He asked Government to do something for the vernacular Press in tlie country in 
the matter of newsprint. The Assembly at this stage adjourned. 


17th. MARCH : — By 48 votes to 21. the Assembly this afternoon passed the 
1st. re.iding of the Finance Bill. 'Ihc molitni that the Bill be taken into 
consideration was passed. When the House resumed discussion of the Bill today. 
Dr, P, N. Bantrjtut^ Louder, Nationalist Party, said thnt the Bill was the 7th. or 
8th. measure of taxation of the country in recent years. He complained tliat the 
Finance Member's reply on the qiK'Stioii of sterling balsnccs was unsadsfactory 
and asked that a committee of tlie i louse be ni>|H)iiited to place itaelf in touch 
with the currents of thought nbroad atnl safegiiarcl tlie interests of this eoiintiy. 

Mr. fffiTisnnhhny Laljvc, Tjcadcr. In<!e|teiident Tarty, after observing Uiat India’s 
contribution lo the war effort had been great and that many Indians hsd gone 
abroad to defend the Empire, asked if it did not entitle India to be treated on a 
par with other members of ttii< ITiiited Nations. lie said that no regular post>wsr 
reconstruction idacs w -re being tliought out by the Indian Government, whereas 
the USA.. Britain and other countries were actively planning for their peace-time 
future. Me pleaded that, war iiKlnscries should be made permanent. In overseas 
trade the Govcrniticnt should sec to it that the commerce and iinliistry of this 
country divl not ocoujiy a subordinate position, but a position of equality with 
other conn tries. 

An emphatic demand for the immediate transfer of |)Ower to Indian hands 
was made by .Wnruhsada Linquat AH Khan, Deputy I^cader of the Muslim 
League Party, 'who asserted thnt the present Government of Iinlia was completely 
divorced from iniblic opinion and did not enjoy the confidence of the people. 

He 8ai<l : "It is most niifortnnate that idtbougn every other country which 
is involved in this war is making an all-out effort, in India alone the Government 
and the people are total strangers. It is, therefore, natural that the India (Jovern- 
ment, not enjoying tlie j-onfUlence of ilic people, should have its actioiis looked upon 
with suspicion,” The Nawabzada oliservcd that ‘‘linlianizatiQii without ^ populariza- 
tion” was like changing a gramophone without changing the records. Oiticimn of 
the present Govcriimeiit, would contiiuic, he said, until real jiowcr was transferred to 
the representatives of tlie people, *Tf you want the people to be wt*h you, 
you miiHC lake into yonr confidence at least those pai’lies which are willing to 
co-operate with you.” lie clHitncd that the asserfioii that B:itain*H readiness to 
transfer jiowei* hail started trouble in the country did not hold water. On the 
other hand, it was an excuse lor not transferring power. He referred lo the Home 
Member's speech in whicdi the lattor bad declared the Congress a f>ait.y of rebels 
who had forfeited the rights of citizenship. The Govern iiieiil's demand for 
amounted to the .Muslim I^agti- going and negotisiing with the Congress, wIiicd, 
accordii g to Governnitnt. had forfeited the right to citizenship. Ibis alone 
would show, he said, that there was no willingness on the part of the Government 


'*KiplBiIiil’iB"”h« Mudim Uagiie'* .iew -point, the Nawahyia tha t ^ 
Muslim League had left the decision about Pakistan to the Mtialim 
had lieeii characterized l»y Pt. Jawaharlaj Nehru as 'not reactionary •t*^*^* 
the Congress.” If ihut was so. there could have been no appreheiiaioii My 

Hindus that the League might influence the decision 
The apprehension, Iniwever, was based on the fact that the Muilim 
the Muslim League and the Muslim league was the Muslim mass^. 
that the demand for Pakistan waa not undemocratic and 

not mean tyranny of the numerical majority over the minority but e eyetem of 
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Moert«!nlDg the will of the people m to how they deeire to be governed.** About 
Sir Frederick James* ideal of a United States of India, the speaker said that 
Uiere must be independent States before there could be a United States of India. 
He appealed to the Hindus to realise that it was impossible to ignore lOO.OUOCXU 
hiuslims and their separate existence. Appealing to the United Nations, he con- 
cluded : **lf you want to save humanity and shorten this war, you must fully 
mobilize the resources of this country. Today only 10% of these resources have 
been utilized. The response to war loans is a case in point. India has immense 
resources and manpower, and even now the fullest Bui>port and co-operation of the 
parties willing to co-operate are available to the United Nations. Take the hand 
of friendAiip now offered once again, for nothing will satisfy the peor>le of India 
unless real power is transferred to their representatives. It is for you to make 
the choice.** 

Sir Jeremy Raisman, Finance Member, winding ut) the debate, coinduded 
with a stern warning to the Bombay Cotton Market. *'He bad,** he declared, 
'*rarely seen a more disgusting or disgraceful 8t>cctacle than that provided by that 
market during the last few days. There was no jiistihcntion to have run the level 
of the price of cotton as had been done. If they indulge in this type of action, 
Government will mobilize the. whole of its resources in ord(T to defeat and crush 
them (Loud cheers). They have not only made it difliiMiIi. to provide clicap cloth 
for the poor man ; they have introduced a serious obstacle in our programme of 
crop planning in order to secure the food production which we need to solve the 
foixl problem ; they have acted in the most an(i-HO>‘ial way they |>ossil)ly could. 
It is nothing less than economic sabotage. I assure the 1 louse that Government 
la cerlainlv not going to take that kind of thing lying down and arc going to take 
the most drastic steps to prevent it. 1 have learned a lesson from the beltavioiir 
of the market, and if the speculators think I have said my last word on February 
27 they may find they are very badly mistaken** (Uenewed cheers). About post-war 
reconstruction, Bir Jeremy, earlier in his speech, said that Government were 
acutely conscious that reconstruction had become an urgent matter and it had to 
be dealt with now and they had decidid to take up the matter at the highest level. 
They had decided that reconstriiclion should be dealt with by a committee of the 
Executive Council in the same way as the gearing-iip of the war effort was dealt 
with by the War Resources Ouininittee of the Council. The Viceroy would 
naturally be President of the committee as he was President of the War Resources 
Committee. *i'he deputy president would be Bir J. P. Brivastava who had been 
asked to undertake the resimnsibility of presiding at all ordinary meetings. 
There would be various sub-corn mitteea of that committee and tiiese would be 
presided over by members in charge of the subjects most directly affected, and in 
these sub-committees the association of non-oniciul represen tat ives would naturally 
arise. One of these committees would be the committee dealing with internal and 
international trade. The Finance Member emphasized that recoiistniction was 
essentially the work of the whole (jovernmeiit anti it coiild not he a question to 
be left to a single department to he set up. About the Kccuiist ruction Fund itself, 
the Finance Member made it clear that he would not hesitate to ahaiidon the idea 
of segregating funds if the House did not like it. It was not nrecssary for the 
idea of the Reconstruction Fund that a part of the sterling halances nhoiild be 
removed from the Issue Department of the Reserve ilaiik. It might he found 
equally effective to determine what was the amount of these assets which should be 
earmarked for post-war reconstruction. 

Oo the question of defence expenditure. Sir Jeremy observed that he was not so 
innocent or hiolish as to hope that in the task which he had hau to undertake of 
arguing with HMG the case on behalf of the Qevernment of India and on behalf 
of the country of India he would receive any single word of approbation whatever 
might bo the outcome of hia efforts ; and he had not been disaiipointed in that ex- 
pectation (Laughter). He accepted the observation of one of the apenkers that the 
teat of Govern men t*s efforts in this reepect should he the results. Then could it 
be argued, he ' asked, that the charge which India had been asked to bear was 
iinreaaonable in relation to the magnitude of the eost of defending thia country in 
the oircumataiices which arose during the last 12 months. If members look<>d at a 
country like New Zealand with a population of approximately 3,Q(X),(XX) people, 
they would be sur prised to find that the defence expenditure borne by a country 
of that size was not entirely incomparable with the Defence Budget that India 
has hitherto bad to shoulder. There were certain people who would argue that 
this was not lndia*a war in the senaa in which it was a war that concerned other 
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ef the Commonwealth or the United Nations. He knew that very few 
lumbers of the U on w would support that argument, but there was a considerable 
body of Indian opinion which put forward that view. Nevertheless, he was 
tarprised to hnd that same body of opinion considered that India should make a 
prom out ^ the war and they did not ihink there was anything tainted in the 

Ee^cSirged^to threost of*^Jndfa* ectivities no part of which, they say. should 

i^aling critics who argued that the Financial Settlement regarding war 
expenditure laid upon India a burden which was beyond her tapaciiy. the Finmice 
Member pointed out that these critics were in a dilemma. On the one hand thev 
complained of the amount of-the total cost charged against India, and on the 
other expressed considerable uneasiness about the size of the sterling balances 
mounting in India’s credit. Surely they must realize that in so far as the cost of 
operations wss not borne by India, to that extent the payments she received from 
HMO must increase and the sterling balances must also increase with them. The 
cost of war fell either on the one or the other side, and you could not legitimately 
complain at the same time that liidiaV defence expenditure was too high and the 
aterling balances which nt cnied to India were too high. Moreover, was there any 
one who. when his house was on fire and he and his family were in danger, would 
aay it wss too exiiensive to save himself and his family and properly ? b^ir 
Jeremy then spoke on the difficulty of obtaining exact information shout Lease- 
Lend supplies, particularly the difliculticH of diterminiiig on whose account various 
categories of goods were received, whether they were on account of IlMd or of 
India herself, and also the complications introduced by the non-arrival or delayed 
arrival of ducuments giving the value or quantity of goods, and so on. It was 
because of these difhciilties and not because of any sciMetivcncss that, fuller 
information could not be given at this stage. Accounts could only be made up at 
the end of the year when it was known for what paiticular purtioscs the arti'dea 
had been utilized, and this was being done in respect of lOli in which year 
Ijease ljeiid stippliee first began to arrive in India ip siibatanlial quantities. About 
Btr C. Jehaiigir’s estimate of the proceeds of EFT still outHtaiiding. the Finance 
Member expressed disagreement with his figure and said that Ooveriiment had 
gone into the matter with some care, hut he was aware of the diirirulties and was 
making every effort to ensure that the lag between the tune when the tax became 
available anu was collected was shoKeiied as far as possible. The wliolc of the 
Moslem League Party and some inenibers of the NaiioiialiHl, Party voted againat 
the Government, while other Nationalist members and all members of the 
Independent Parly voted with the Cioveriiment. 

18 th. MARCH :^The Assembly today passed the Finance Bill without division, 
after agreeing to 2 official amendments of a minor rharncter. The a in end men is 
were moved by ISir John Sheehy and were fur the omiHsion of the provisons to 
Biib-claiises 5 and 7 of clause 5 of the Hill. Sir John explained titst these 
provisions had been included in the Bill by inadvertence. 

During discussion of the clauses. Pandit Nilkantha JJas'H amendment for the 
omission of tJie salt tax was lost without division. were Mr. A, N, 

Chattopadhya's ameudroeiit seeking to reduce from 1 anna to } anna the postage 
rate for every tola or fraction thereof exceeding a tola and Mr. Lalchand NavalraVa 
amendment to reduce from 6 to 4 annas tlie parcel rate over 40 tolas. 

Tobacco Excise Biu^ 

The House also passed today the ^st reading of the Tobacco Excise Bill and 
was discussing the clauses when it rose for the day. Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta declared 
that the lax would press more heavily on the lower grades of tobacco than on Uie 
higher and would, therefore, hit the poor man more than the rich. Mr. 7*. T, 
KHshnamachari regarded the Bill as an invasion of the provincial sphere, of 
taxation and said that in making the agriculturists responsible for filling complicated 
forms and returns, the Government showed total ignorance of the Indian 
agriculturists’ condition. Mr. Hosaainbhai Laljee considered that this obligation 
imposed on the agriculturist would lead to harassment and Jw an addilloiial Ux 
on him because he would have to employ someone else to nil m forms. Messrs 
A. N. Chaitopadhyaya, Azhar A ft and A. AT. Dam oppwed the Bill. Pi. Ntljcania 
Das, deactibhiK loUcco w index of ^ the epoqueet of the cifilieed hMt bj 
nneivilited Weet" (UuRhter). decUred himeelf . in leTour of the tM, hot mW 
Goreniment not to “moleet” the cnltirator ip l^ytaK «t. Dr. oppo^ the 

t.. 00 eonntry tobecco. Maulaaa Zafarah, efter renprking thet he muld not 
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eompoM Terset without m "hookah** in front of him (Uog;hter), naked that the 
rulen under the Bill should be examined by a comniitiee of the House before 
enforcement. Mr. Oavind Dethmukh suggested that the filling in of forma should 
be Government's responsibility and not the cultivator's. Sir Jeremy RaUman 
exfdained that though the idea of introducing the tax occurred to him at the 
time of last budget, it was realized that the matter required a great deal of careful 
work and accdrdingly an officer was placed on special duty to study the matter 
in all its details. That officer made a report from which the Finance Member 
concluded that the tax was feasible and that there were no serious difficulties 
provided certain imnortant principles were kept in mind. One of these was that 
the tax should be levied at a point most removed from the cultivator. Government 
bad in fact taken the greatest care to refrain as far as possible from any 
undue interference with the grower. The Finance Member claimed that so 
far from being any disadvantage, the tax would be a great advsniage to the grower. 
In the course of the Government’s investigation, niimerous ways of improving the 
position of the grower had been found, and those concerned with tlie improvement 
of the grower’s condition, the quality of the leaf and the condiiiuns of marketing 
regarded the Rs. 10 lakhs allotted for the groser*s benefit as a very useful sum 
indeed and considered that a great deal could be done with it. The House passed 
the motion for consideration, and during discussion of the clauses ifljected without 
a division Mr. Ghattor>addhya’s amendment protK)Bii:g omission of the tax on 
country tobacco. The House then adjourned till Saturday, the 2()th. March, when 
the Bill was passed by 42 votest to ^3. The Muslim League and the Nationalist 
Parly voted againat the Bill. All amendments moved hy the Naiionallst Party 
were lost. 'I'lie only amendment acceptid was the one moved by bir Oeorge 
Spence, Secretary Legislative He|)artment, to define '’factory” as any premises in 
which tobacco was manufactured. 

During the debate on the Bill Sir Jeremy Raieman, the Finance Member 
assured the House that it would be the primary care and object of Govern- 
ment to see that the tax was collected with the minimum inconvenience 

to the grower and in a manner which would not constitute a tax on 
agriculture. Moving consideration of tlie Vana6|)ati Fxcise Bill, the Finance 
Member said that the import of vegetable oil which was as high as 45b, 
000 ewts. in 1929 fell away until it was practically negligible. 'Jhe total 
production at present in India was estimate at about 100,000 tons p.B. 
There was further potential capacity for expansion, but the difficulty of 
getting plant and metal containers and of transportation were some of the 
Factors which restricted expsiision. He refuted tlie idea that he hud a pre- 
judice against this commodity. He recognized that this was a useful fc^ 
product and an element in ihe diet of the people. As for the objection 
to a ’'kitchen tax,” he said he was satisfied that it would not be ]ioBi- 
sible to found a system of taxation in India on. a basis which entirely 

excluded taxation of articles of food. .Judging from figures in his posses- 

sion, it was curious that the price level which had been put up follow- 
ing the announcement of the duty was at the yiresent moment only a 

little higher than in December. In fact, prices had reached a ]oint at 
which it was impossible for the trade at the present moment to i>aFS the 
duty on to the consumer. A greater part of the tax would conic out of 
the profits of the trade and not from consumer. Moving that the Bill 

be circulated, Sardar Sant Singh assened Uiat, notwithstanding public pre- 
judice in the past, Vanaspati ghee had come to be used as an indepen- 
dent medium of cooking and occupied its own place beside ghee. He pleaded 
that the public be given a chance to discuss tlie evils and benefits aris- 
ing out of this taxation. Rawubzada Llaqat Ali Khan, declared that members 
of the Muslim League Party had decided to oppose every taxation measure 
of Government, irresfiective of its merits, because wlien people bad no confi- 
dence in the Government they did not like to place more and more money 
into its bands. Government was only interest^ in the Assembly passing 
Bills to raise taxes and was absolutely unresponsive to public demands and 

wishes. He claimed also that Government bad different standards for dif- 

ferent communities. Sir Frederick James wanted to know the reason why 
Government selected Vanaspati for taxation. Was it due to the fact that 

there were no administrative difficulties in respect of tliis trade, he asked. 
He, however, did not oppose the tax as it did not amount to much and 
was 'only a war measure. Mr. Jamnadas Mehta said that even if Vanaspati 
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^corered by a tax, (^?ernment would be able to balance ila bud- 
get by oihtat ways and means. ^ He, tber^ore, appealed to Government to strike 
a compromiw wiA the OpposiUon and respect their wishes. HU main com- 
j^int that the poor were taxed by Gorernment and at the laine time 
fleeM by the market and Uie cnmolatiTe effect of it all was that their 
v^ity WM tong sap^. 5ir Cowaaji Jehangjir said that the vegetable 
prodnct industry was fully pigamzed and the manufacturer would to able 
to see that tax was paid by the consumer. Mr. Ramratan Oupia took 
the view that it was not fair to Ux a viUl part of the poor man’s 
food. Sir Abdid Salim Qhvxnavi and Shai Parmanand also opposed taxation 
15 * Jeremy Raiaman^ replying to the ^ debate, opjioeto ciriMilation 

of the Bill l^ause it was a simple measure. He explained that he had never 
smd that such and such a tax was merely a war-time or emergency tax. 

He toew that a certoin amount of taxation which had been necessitated 

by the wtf would, in due^ course, come under review and he trusted that 
a time might come when it would not- be necessary to pinch the demands 
of the State so high.^ He; however, would not give any kind of guarantee 
on that sublet ^plying to other points of objection. Sir Jeremy reiremted 
what he had emphasized on several occasions before tliat nobody would be 
happier than he if not a single rupee of the E.P.T. acrnied (o Goveinment 
tom the operation of the textile industry. If those who carried on the 
industry were content to trade upon a basis which left them nothing more 

than their standard profits, he would be quite hanny. He would reiieat 
that if ^at industry or any other industry woufa so organise itaelf an 

to fell its products to the poor at a price which would not yield profile 
higher ^ than what they made in their standard periods, he was prepared to 
base his buxlget on that basis. (Cheers): He referred to the numerous amend- 
ments tabled for the reduction of the duty and in order to cut the pro- 
ceedings short, announced that if the Chair would admit an amendment 
reduehig the tax from Rs. 7 to Rs. 5 per cwt. he would be prepared to 
accept it. Sardar Sant Sinyh moved an amendment to this efiect and it was 
passM. The House then adjourned till March, 23. 

Railway Convention Kebolution 


g3vd. If ARCH :-~The Assembly to-day carried without a division the motion 
of the War Transport Member, Sir Edward Bcnthall^ for the election of a committee 
of 9 to serve with the War Transport and Finance Members, and the Finsncial 
Commisaioiier, Railways to consider matters arising out of clause IV of tliu Kail way 
Convention resolution adopted i)y the House earlier in the sesaion. A number of 
si^enkers, includiog 8ir Ziauddin Ahmed, Sped Surlata Sahib liakadur, Mr. 
Jamnadaa Mehta and Mr. Laichand Navahai stressed the imiKirtance of enlurgiiig 
tiie committee and its scope. Sir Edward Bevthall, replying, said that the resolu- 
tion gave the committee a wide enough Bcor>e to disrnss all the Con \ cut ion, and 
that after discuHsioii with party leaders he had decided on tiie size of the cominiiiee. 
It was desirable that it should be s small and efficient working body not 
exceeding 12. 

Tea Control Amend. Bill 

After disposing of sll demands for supplementary grants, the House took up 
Mr. T, 8, Pillaya Bill to amend the Indian Tea Control Act, seeking to extend the 
measure for the period of the war and 2 years thereafter. Mr. I’ltiay, moving 
consideration of the Bill, explained that the inteiesta concerned had unsnimonsly 
agreed to extension and said that control would be so worked as to leave ample 
tea for oonaumption in India. ^ ^ 

Maiilvi Abdul Ohani moved circnlation of the Bill and waa Bup|>orted by Dr. 
Zia-ud-Din Ahmed who opposed control of production declaring that it was 
against the consumer's interests. The consurocr, he pointed out, had now to pay 
for hit tea 3 times the price he once paid for it. Mr. N, M, Joahi daelt on the 
conditions of labour in i>laDtntioiiB and said that their wages ware the lowest psid 
to iiiduatrial labour iu this country amounting to Ks. 7 or 8 a month to a man, 
Ra. 5 or 6 to a woman and Rs. 4 or 5 to a child. It waa true they got certoin 
concesaioiiB, such aa 1/5 of an acre of land each for tilling, huts for living tn and 
fuel ; but the labourers suffered from restriction on freedm of movement ; and 
labour legislation, such as the Payment of Wages Act or the Maternity Benefit Act, 
did not apply to them. . , . . ^ . 

Mr. P. y. OriffithB, giving figures, said the totM quanUty exported wee 
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421,000.000 Ibt. leaving a balance in India of 147,000,000 Iba. againat an estimate of 
iiiterntfl conaumptton placed at its higlieat at lees iban ]b0,0C0,0G0 lbs. Anj Tise 
in |>rice, therefore, did not arise from shortage of supplies. Bpeaking ioi the 
plaiilers, he said that they welcomed every fall in prices and the various jdanteN’ 
assoctafions had agreed that at no time should ex|>ortR be allowed to go ao l^li 
as to lead to a shortage in India. Control of the production under the Act bad/ne 
said, rescued the industry from a precarious condition. 

Dr. £. /?. Amhedkar, Labour membi-r, claimed that muck serioua blame 
could not be laid at Govern mm l*6 doors, for of the 5 main recommendations of the 
Labour^ Commission 4 were fundamenially of provincial concern and 1, namely, 
the establishment of a IV age Fixing Board, had been gfven effect to by the Ceuire 
and an Act was already on the btatute Book. About, the other 4 recommendations, 
neither the Assam Government nor Mr. Joslfi bimaelf moved in the matter until 
at tlie Central Government's instance the Ootigrcsa Miniarry in Assam appointed a 
committee of inquiry, but that committee Uitguished iulluaiiig a conflict within 
itaelf. Boon after that war broke out. The protection of lalmur interests the 
Government regarded as of paramount imj>ortauce, said Dr. Ambedkar. No exact 
iiiformatitm was available atont wages in tea ydauiations, but it was noticeable 
that condiiioiis in the plantations were unregulated and they varied enormoiidy from 
garden to garden. That was a sute of affaire which the Government of India 
would not tolerate. Jt was also clear that the Government could not enter u|Hni any 
legislation uiileaa they had aufficient material brought before them as a result 
of an impartial inquiry. An inquiry of this nature waa one of the ridera put for- 
ward by the Labour .Commission itself. The question, however, waa whether an 
inquiry could be instituted at present. It would not be right to start any inquiry 
in Assam or Bengal where the bulk of the plantations existetl, namely some ^,006 
acres, because it would have a diaturbing effect in areas which were greatly 
exposed to enemy action. Could the Government begin an inquiry into the 
plantations in B. India t They could, bnt the acreage there was only 163.000. 
repreaenting a very small proportion of the total tea area in the country and it 
aeemed to the Government of India that no good could accrue to labour as a result of 
an iiitisiry into such s small part of the area. Closure was moved and accepted 
St this Btsge and Mr. PiUay, replyin, said nothing of walue could be 
uined by circulation and <fN)inted out that extension of contcol was necessary 
in the consumers' interests. The circulation was lost, and the Bouse 
agreed to the motion for consideration. Further debate on the Bill 
was adjonrocd till tbe next day, the 24tli. March, when the House passed 
tlie 3rd reading of the Bill by 41 votes to 31. Mr. M, Nauman, Mr. 
Jamnadaa Mehta. Sir Zia-ud-Din Ahvted and Mr. Oovind Deahntukk opposed tba 
Bill wbieb, in iheii view, took no note of the consumers' interests. Mr. Griffiths 
and Mr. HussahShai Lalji argued .that the Bill was necessary in order to 
protect the interests of. the industry. Dr. Banner ji, while not opposing the 
principle, asked that its application should be properly made. Mr. T, 8. Pillay 
said that tbe consuners’ interest was constantly present before Government 
and that the BiH was in the consumers' interest and was necessary if the industry 
was to be placed on a reasonable roaiotenance basis. 

Bmotl IVWBBTATE BUCChBSION BlLL 

Tbe House next took up Bir Sultan Ahmed^s motion for reference to s joint 
committee of both Houses of the Bill to amend tod codify the Hindu law xehrang 
to intestate succession. 

Pt, fJilkanta Das moved circulation of the Bill for eliciting opinion thereon 
by Dec. 31, 1945, while Mr. Baijnath Bajoria moved postponement of consideration 
till aftet tlie cessation of hostilities. Mr. Bajoria made it clear that he did not 
mean cessation of hostilities between man and woman. (Laughter.) The Chair 
ruled Mr. Bajoria's motion out of order under tbe rules. 

Bir Sultan, commending bis motion, expressid the hope that the Bill would I e 
one of a series of measures which would foim the constituents of a comprehensive 
code of Hindu law and simplify tbe rules laid down under that system hy 
different commentators on tbe origins] codes and give them a statutory basis. 
After referring to the series of private Bills which sought to remedy defects, 
Bir Sultan diaeutsed the main structure of the Bill, 

From every point of view, political or otherwise, tbe sssimilstion of tlie 2 
schools in matters of succeseion was to be welcomtd, and indeed so far as the 
Mitaksbaxm juriidletkms wets concoxned, the Legislature bad already by tNe Act 
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pA*®* to the Mil’s denghter, the danchter^ detiAter, the 
■leter end the eietej e Mn, aiAl in the circnmetenres, it would not be fair to 
•ogKrat that any violent chanKe W lieeo made which would eliock the coneeienee 
of even the orthodox banataniet. "Our aim and endeavour aliould he to apply 
the true Hindu epiritual outlook to the task of helpioK Hindu society to raovi 
on with the march of time. It la not foreign to that culture if we attempt to 
blend aiabihty with movement, eternal truth with external evolutinii." I he Bill, 
he aaid, had to come into f^rce on Jan. 1, 1946. The main reason for this was 
to give Governors’ provinces sufficient time to pass complementnry legislHtion 
ill respect^ of agricultural land whifh waa a provincial subject. Any eiiaotment 
relating to it had been held by th^ Federal Court to be outside the competence 
of the Centre. 

Bhai Parmanand, oppMing the Bill aod supporting postponement, asksd 
where was the urgency of a Bill of aoch a revolutionary chsracterf For those 
modern Westernized Hindus who were fond of changes in Hiiidti Lsw there 
was the Civil Marriage Aci of wliich they could take advantoge. Wliat liiht had 
these people to enforce this Bill on all Hindus and attempt to change the whole 
law? The Bill, in liia view, would destroy the family, which was the unit of 
Hindu society, and lead to fragmentation and disiniegratinn of piopcriy. 
Parmanand asked that the Bill should either be posttH>iied or made sn issue 
in the next election, and then procecdetl with if the electorate supported it. 

Mrs. Renuka Ray, the woman renreaent stive specially nominated for the debate 
on the Bill, did not think that the Bill could have come as. a siirprise to any one. 
Ttie vast majority of opinion on the Bill was in favour of it. 8he referred to the 
countrywide agitation that was carried on 10 years sgo in favour 4^ women *• 
rights and she maintained that it waa not necessary to wait for the new eleciiona 
to discover hpw far tlie country waa in favour of the Bill. If a referendum were 
taken today, the reaiilt would show that Hindus were not only willing to sniiport 
the principles of the Bill but would go much further. Mrs Kay. hoped Uiat the 
Bill would mark the beginning of a new era of social ratorro in India. 

Pt. Nilkanta Das disputed the datm that the Congress Party if it were present 
would have supported the Bill. Mr. Deshinukh’s Bill, he said, orlglnnlly proposed 
’’absolute estate” for widows, and that provision was oppoa^ both by the 
Government and the Congress Party, Pt. Nilkanta Das asked if it was the iiiteii* 
lion to amend the Code of &lanu. 

Sir Saltan Ahmed : Certainly not 

Pt. Das had not concluded when the House adjourned. 

DETBNUe A POUTICAL PRIBONBRB 


25Ch. MABCH : — Mr. T. T. Krishnamachari moved to-dsy hh resolution recommend- 
ing drastic reviBion of the Government’s policy on the treatmciii of poliiical prisoners 
and detenus and asking that members of the Central IsCgislature should be allowed 
to visit prisoners and interview political priiOners so that they cou4d draw attention 
to the inconveniences and restrictions imposed on these prisoners with a view to 
eliminating them. 

Four amendments were moved. Mr. N, M, Joshi wanted pnaoners to be 
provided with better living conditions in jails and adequate provision made for the 
maintenance of their families and for an impartial review of their cates. Pt 
Nilkanta Das wanted the reviaion to be such as to facilitate tlie release of tlioae 
who were in favour of co-operation in she war effort. The amendments moved by 
Mr. Neogy asked that at least interviews with relatives and friends he allowed to 
priaonera who should be permitted to receive aud diapatch at least 2 letters 
every mouth. . . ..... . - . 

Mr, Krishnamachari made it clear that the resolution did not ask for the 
release of such prisoners or seek to discuss Government’s policy. He also argued 
that the question of treatment of these prisoners was within the purview of 
of the Central Government 

Sir Reginald Maxwell, Home Member, sjieakiog in rwponse to a request to 
explain the Government’s attitude at an earjy at age of the debate, laid that the 
number of peraons detained io connexion with the Congress movement waa 8,120 on 
Feb. 1, 1943. and he claimed that the Houae would ^ngree that coiiaidennj? the 
extent of the movement the number waa small and that there waa no ^licy of 
indiscriminate arrest, for otherwise the number would have own very iniieh larger. 
The Home Member referred to Mr. Joshi’e rei^mmendations following his visit to 
the Deoli detention camp end said that the Government of India had addr eii id 
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the pvovioeiitl Oovernmento on » namber of mnltert to which Mr. Jothi hid 
drawn attention including claisificatioD, diet allowance, receipt of fundi from 
outside, family and penonil allowineci, ceniorship of correspondence, releise on 
parole, etc. Tiie provinces had generally accepted the Oovernmeiit of India's views 
in the matter ; but the Home Member explained that it was not possible for the 
Central Government to take all these matters out of the provincial Governments, 
hands nor could the Central Government be responsible for the administration of 
thesH matters, particularly where they had Ministries responsible to popular legis- 
latures which were tie proper place in which questions should be imdresaed with 
regard to treatment of these prisoners. 

Sardar Sant Singh : What happens when they refuse te answer questions in 
provincial legislatures ? 

Sir Reginald remarked that the Ministries were put in power by the people. 

A voic - : When about provinces where legislatures are not functioning 7 

The ffome Member rerdied it was not his fault that the legislatures were not 
fiinciinning in certain provinces. I'hoae legislatures were withdrawn by the very 
people who were security prisoners now. (Laughter). Sir Reginald proceeded to 
point out that the Central Government were thus concerned with the Chief 
CommiHsiouer’s provinces and there thev had put into practice Mr. Joshi’s recom- 
mendations wliicn had been accepted. On the whole, the treatment of prisoners 
there was humane and reasonaiily liberal in the matter of privileges, but of course 
the latitude allowed and the privileges given must be consistent with the reasons 
and objects of detention and consistent with the practical possibilitieB of jails 
administration. Of tliese practical possibilities the Governmepts memselves must 
the judges. I9ecnrity prisoners detained in connection with the present movement, 
said the Home Member, were governed by the same rules that applied to all security 
prisoners in general, but there were certain modifications based on the reasons and 
objects of their detention. Those modifications were precautionary and not penal. 
The movement, such as it was, contiiiiied “and we must remember that as active 
organizers most of the persons detained were probably even more dangerous than 
many of those who were convicted, who were merely tools of these other people.” 

The Government, he said, took a very serious view of the dangers to which 
India was exi^osed by the movement and they could not take any risk in dealing 
with them. The policy from the first had been to segregate these people and 
prevent them from establishiiig any contact with the outside world, barring letters 
on purely personal and domestic matters. No relaxation of these restrictions 
could at present bo contemplated because the war was not yet won. the danger was 
still there, and the Congress movement was not yet dead. The underground 
organization of the Congress still existed and was bent upon carrying on the move- 
ment. 'I'he more^ Government relaxed these Testrictions the more cases occurred 
of escapes from jail and mutiny in jail. 

“We must have something tangible to convince us that India's obligations for 
her own defence and for the defence of the United Nations stand in no further 
danger from these people.” bo long as the Congress resolution stood, so long as 
the underground organization existed, the Government could take no more risks, 
bir Kegtiiald went on to remind the House once more that the restrictions placed 
on these prisoners were governed by the nature and continued existence of the 
situation with which the Government had to deal, but at the same time the 
position of those people had in the past received careful consideration. 'J'hese per- 
sons would not be detained indefinitely, Government were anxious to relieve pre- 
Bure which existed in the jails. The House must not suppose that the present 
state of things was at all welcome to the Government, and with due oaiitiou they 
would do the best they could to let these people go. but in the meanwhile there 
was no room for B|>ecial investigation into the condition on their detention. 

Further debate on the resolution was postponed till the next session, today 
being the last day for non-ofiicial resolutions this session. The House then adjourned. 
Hindu Inter-Castb Mabriaqb Bill 

26th. MARCH A Bill to validate marriages between Hindus belonging to 
the same “gotra” or "pravar” and between Hindus belonging to different sub- 
divisions of the same caste, was discussed in the Assembly today on a motion by 
the mover, Mr. Oovind Deahmukh, who asked for its reference to a select committee. 
Mr. Deshmukh said that the Hill was an enabling measure and as such should not 
be objected to from tlie orthodox view- point The question might be asked why 
people who wanted a reform of this kind should not take sdvsotsge of the Civil 
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S*fU**8® *i4»®** • Hinda marryinfc under that Act luffered 

cml death and was immediately separated from the joint family. iMr. Dechmukh 
made it clw, however* that if the Hindu Marriage Bill drafted by the Kau 
Committee which had already been introduced in the Aeaenibly had a maonable 
proepect of being proceeded with Boon, he would withdraw hi» Bill 

Mrs. Benuka hoped that the Rau Committee's Bill would be taken up in 
the next eession and that members would give the Law Member au assn ranre that 
It would receive their support. soHhat it could be carried through even without it 
being referred to a select committee. Women in India, she added, were against 

piceemwl or patchwork amendment of the type •ttompted b; Mr. I<nhmiikh and 

she hoped that the Rau Committee's Bill was only the first chapter in a coiuprehen* 
sive reviaion of the Hindu Marringe Code. 

Sir Sultan Ahmed expressed sympathy with the mover and Mrs. Roy, but laid 
that the orthodox point of view had also to l>€ taken into account. Ho himself was 
pr^ared to proceed with the Ran Committee's Bill today, but that was not jKissiblo 
and be could only say that it would be proceeded with when the time was propitious. 
At present he was opposed to Mr. Ueshmukh's Bill. 

Mr. Deshmukh withdrew his motion. 

The Assembly, however, agreed to the continuance of Mr. O. V, Drghmukh*8 two 
Bills, one further to amend the Special Marriage Act and the other to give Hindu 
married women a right to separate residence and roainlenance in certain oircuma- 
tancea. Mr. Deshmukh (Congress) attended the House today in order to make hia 
motion for their continuance. 

The amendmenta made by the Ootiticil of Btate in Mr. Ahdul Ghani^e Muslim 
Wakfs Bill were accepted by the House which adjourned till the L'9th. 

Hindu Intestate Succession Bill 

20tb. MARCH The Assembly today resumed the debate on Sir Sultan 
Ahmed' f motion for reference to a ]oint committee of the Hindu Intestate Succea- 
aion Bill. Pandit Nilakanta Das urged postponement of the consideration of the Bill 
till after the war. He said there wis no evidence that women in India wanted 
the Bill, that the procedure adopted in ascertainiuj; public opinion on it was 
defective; that there were many public men who opposed it. Mr. V. D. Savarkar, 
President of the Hindu Mahasnbha, for instance, wanted postponement in view 
of the strong opinion expressed against it. 

Mr. Bamratan Gupta supiKirted the principle of giving daughters a pror>er 
share in property but objected to extending this iirinciple to a duii;.btcr'H son or 
daughter ana so on. He also objected to rcrrosp^cti^e effect being given to the 
Bill. He felt that the publicity given to it was nut sudicieiit. 

Mr. Oovind Deshmukh said the question of a daughter’s right to property bad 
been agitating the public mind ever since the HoBliroiikh Act and it could not 
therefore be said that the problem had not received BiifKcicnt public attention. 
Even if more opinion remained to he elicited, there was time to do ho before the 
Select Committee met. Those wiio took their stand on Manu should in his opinion 
remember that the structure of Hindu society had changed greatly siucu those 
dsys as it must if it was a Jiving organism. , , , j , ... « 

Opponents of the Bill said the measure would lead to fragmentation of 
holdings, but this could be remedied by legislation ])roviding for consolidation of 
holdings and by giving the right of pre-emption to a co-tenant when one of 

them wished to dispose of his hiding. . i .• # .u o n 4 xn 

Mr. Baijnath Bajoria moved an amendment for circulation of the Bill till 

Deo 31 . 1943 . He strongly objected to the Bill being brought at the fag end of 

the session, aiie Government of Bengal bad exi;rewed iho opinion that Ihe 
conaideration of this Bill should be postponed till after the wsr. ^ming from 
Bengal, he knew that the people there with bombs overhead and mines like this 
Bill under their feet (laughter) were not in a ft stale of mxiid to give profiei 
consideration to a measure of far-reaching social fjwm. 

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta strongly supported the drasnd for mwa 

consider the Bill. He said be had received a represwtftion from the Gujerat 

Bbatia fitree Mandal saying that they bad not bad sufficient time to study it. He 
pointed out that social custom st gave, ensured snd perpetustod w^^^^ 

law might not at present provide as a mattn of legal right for women. He knew 
WMltb; fiiadv fanilim W h*d *i»en downe. >nd prewait, to d.uKhler t to to 
necM of uiTtbiDe tiiot mm could expect «§ legcl eh.rec in the property. He 
■nreorted the' that until Mtonoaty i>m restored in the ProTinece, 
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mMiarefl aeoeiMry to complete the lerieletion on the inject ehonld not he 
undertaken. The Aicembly then adioumea till the next day, the 30th. Manh, when it 
asreed without a diviiion to refer the Bill to a joint aeleot committee of both 




B, Btijoria till Dee 31. 1943. Mr. Ba]oria*a amendment waa lost by 35 rotea to 7. 
M. E*. C. Neogy, continuing the debate on the select committee motion on this 
Bill, expres^ sympathy with the complaint that sufficient time had not been 
given for public opinion to express itself fully on a measure which, it must be 


number of authorities to support bis point of vmw that Hindu law and custom 
had nnd^one changes ana these changes had been appro?ed and sanctioned by 
authoritative exponents and commentators. It was this elastic and growing 
character of Hindu law that gnat Hindu Judges of Bengal and Madras had 
atreaaed. Mr. Neogy suggested that when the Bill was passed it should be placed 
on the Statute Book as a permissive measure in order to give the provinces 
sufficient time to pass complementary legislation in respect of agricultural 
property. This Bill would j in that case, be brought into force in the provinces 
as and when complementary legislation was passed. Otherwise, there would be 
two different rules of succession and that would lead to complication. 
Mr. A. U. Dam, enpporting the amendment for circulation till Dee. 31. 1945, 
said It was not a dilatory motion because even the Ran Oommittee did 
not expect the Bill ' to become an Act till 1946. Mr. OhiUam 
B Nttirang, explaining the Muslim League's attitude, said that Islam 
gave the lead to the world in recognising women as equal partners in life, 
and also the lead' in raising the status of women in society to one of independence. 
Muslims would therefore empbaiioally endorse anv measure undertaken to give 
womens rights practical shape and force.- The* Bill nowever concerned, the personal 
law of the Hindu nation. 'I'fae attitude of tiie> Muslim League Party would Itoe- 
itore be one of benevolent neutrality. They would help and co-operate in passing 
any part of the Bill which was non^onteniioue and would remain neutral on any 
part of it which was hotly contested. That attitude would be maintained by them, 
even though he regretted to find that Hindu members of the House obstructed ana 
critioiied* messnres which related solely to Muslim personal lew. 

Sir Sultan Ahmed, replying on the debate^ said thsf if necessary he wae 
prepared^ to examine before the select committee two or three expert! particularly 
uom Bengal who might be of help to the committee. ^ He was afio prepared to give 
time far expreeeion of public opinion on the Bill if it emerged from the seleot 
committee m a form that made this necessary. He gave the aeinranoe that the 
eeleot committee would not be* packed with eupporteri of the Bill but would have 
on it men who held very strong views i^mst the Bill. He agreed to invHe the 
opinion of one or two women’s ssBOciations in Bombay or Poona who had not 
exprmsed their views. Beyond that be would not go. He^ was not prepared to accept 
the motion lor circulation. The .Law Member explained why circulation wee 
unnaoeasary and pointed out that since April 1941, when the Rsu Oommittw made 
Ua preliminary report based on a questionnaire previously issued, the aubiect had 
been constaatly before the public and the opinione reedvea on the Bill in its 
praaent form covered 167 closely prioM pages. 

LiAx«a8 RsrusED to Intbkvibw Gabdbi 


tad. APRIL— Mr. T. T, Krishnamaekari attempted to move an adjournment 
to-day to disease the Government’s refueal to permit lenders to interview Mr. Gandhi. 
Tha Home Member. Sir Beginald Maxwell objecting said that the application for 
an interview waa presumably made to the Viceroy as head of the Government of 
Inffia and his reply wae based on the policy already laid down by the Government 
in regard to m conditions of detention, a policy to which Government had 
consistently adhwed* There had been no change in that policy, which had been 
in existence for a considerable time and bad often been before tiie House alrendy. 

Mr. N. M, Joshi said that there had been a neat change in the situation. In 
reply to the Fresidenfa question it was stated that the interview sought was for 
political purposes. The CAatr observed that if the purpose was purely political and 
aimed at resolving the deadlock, it was not a new matter. The motion wM, there- 
fore, out of order. The House at this stage adjourned “etna die." 
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Proceedings of the Assembly 


Budget Sestion— Calcutta— 12th. February to 29tb. March 1943 

Mahatma Gandhi’s 21-day fast and Pr. Syamaproaad Mocker jee*a statfment on 
his resignation from the Bengal Cabinet, were the two subjects which ^ured 
prominently at the opening day’s sitting of the Budget session of tlie Bengal 
l.iegislatiTe Assembly held in Jthe Assembly Hall. Calcutta on the 12th. Pebraary, 
1043. The Assembly, by unanimous Indian votes—the European group opposing 
—urged immediate and unconditional release of Mahatma Gandhi. Ihe discussion 
on this special motion took place in remarkable silence prevailing in the House 
and was over in quarter of an hour’s time. 

Db. Mukbebjeb’b Statement on Hib Bbbignation 


Pr. Spamapraaad Mookerjee spoke for over three-quarters of an hour detailing 
events leading to his resignation from the Cabinet. His speech received tremendous 
applause from all sections of the House save the European group, and Dr. Mookeriee 
waa greeted with ahouta of "Bande Mataram” aa he resumed his seat. Mr. .^oiur 
Rahman Siddiqui and a few other leading members of the Muslim League Party 
in opposition congratulated Dr. Mookerjee on hie speech when the House rose m 
a short recess. Baid Dr. Mookerjee ^ , i. . . 

As members of the House are aware, I felt compelled to resign fint bceausB 
1 found that the continued policy of the British Government and the Government 
in this country was to ignore the claims of Indians to fuller political power, to 
hamper good Government eonsietent with the true interests of the people. 


Present Indian Dbadlock 

Buffiee it to say that I definitely regard the authorities as ^ 

present deadlock in India. The Indian public on tiie whde can 1 ^>My ^e 
sympathy with any foreign aggressor. iTie reason it aimple and strMgbtlmaiE 
We Jo not mot i ebeoRe of meetere. W. would Hke to •« our ^ A tto io ■■ 
•peedUy m poNible that political etotn. whiA » Itt S 

bi our aaking to be nd ol Bntiah oontroli if we eimuItaBeoiiily wme to piaee 
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mmAwm niider • fnih foreign voka. The dcidloek however suite the leselkmsrj 
eleineiits Ihst dominste over the Indlsn sdmiDistrstion end it is msDifest thst 
the British OovsrnmeDt has no desire to pert with power in Indis. Ezenss after 
•leiiss is trotted oat lor holding India ond^ its heels againot the will of her people^ 

Httfipg M esperienoe as a Minister 1 Sound to my utter surprise that in many 
vital mattars allactang the righto and liberty of the people the advice tender^ by 
the ministers wee invariably subject to levieion in the light of the counsel tendered 
hw the more trusted members of the eervices whose Omnicom petence was almost of a 
divine chaipeter. Let me make it clear beyond dispute that 1 do not cham 
public servants as a class with .having failed to respect the spirit of provincial 
autonomy in this province. 1 know of officers, British and Indian, whose services 
have been of inestimable varus to the province. My charge is directed against a 
coterie of officials forming the Fourth Estate or the Beal Estate who*to*day 
exercise a malign influence over ihe affairs of .the province, and according to 
the language of »tfae Defence of India Bulee are dangerous men. 1 cannot poeeibly 
diaeuas all the details Of the provincial adniinietration in respect of which the 
fardeal state of a Government within a Government has been the main eharaeterfotlc. 
But such matters related not only to the department of Law and Order but also 
to other departments. Ihe keynote of Um policy of interference was that people 
id the laud were not to be trusted and power, whenever possible; must remain in 
.the hands of chosen British officials enjoying the eDn'fldenoe of the Govemcnr and 
his co terie* 

BnLIASI OF Toutioalb 

In ihe matter of rdease of political prisoners the Bftinislers were anxious to 
pursue a policy which while fully coneistent with the present war emergency would 
at the same time help to mobilise public opinion of all shades in favonr of the 
defence of the province against Axis aggression. ’Wbethar the recommendatiens 
aflbot^ the general atete pdicj or individual caaes, systematic obatnictlon came 
from the permanent tdnciala, whom ministers conld not remove. The revised 
of Home Qnards approved by the Conncil of Ministers oalcnlated to lay 
tfaa hmadation of a peopla's armyt irreepecUve of caste, community or politics was 
summaxtly rejected by the Gevesnor inaenrach as the stalwarts of the department 
of law and order were not prepared to trnst Bengalees to unite In the defence of 
their own motherland or In mmotaining internal eeourity. The present eituation 
regarding food and supply of essential commodities has taken an acute turn. But 
hare also the Interfacing hande of the Govemor and the policy of hia own laleotad 
of Odala whom, the miniatry waa bound to accept, whether it liked them or not, 
have been maialy reeponsule lor the lack of oo»ordiDation and for the failure to 
draw up a oompfshenaive aoheme for the relief of the people at large. 

Wmu the political diatuebancea due to the Ooogrees decision in August had 
not broken out, the policy of combating the movement was outlined by the Govern- 
ment of India and auch is the nature of ceepoasible Government functioning In this 
Wnfortiinate land that Uie omnmuniootion was not allowed to be placed bmore the 
Conn^ of Minietare Inapita of repeaM demands made; by the Chief Minister himself. 
A coterie of public eervaiite could however see this document end they were resdy 
with plane nnd proposals. But Ministers were allowed access to it only after the 
policy bad been given efieot to by the Government of India on August 9 last. In 
the matter of apiKilutmenU an Indian Civil Servant who was a Bengali, could easily 
be euperseded by the decision of the Governor in spite of ministerial advice, on the 

E lea that all appointmente and transfers were to be* made by the Gkivernor '.acting in 
is own discretion under the Govern ment of India Act One may stop here and 
ask, if thM discretion intended to be exercised only in favour of protecting the 
vseted interests of choosen officers or the interest of members belonging to the 
Governor's own community T Another British Civil Servant bad the audacity to put 
down in writing ^at the rates of payments made to the nnfortunate evsonees of 
Eastern ^ngal were much higlmr Uian wbat they deserved tnd as “an Imperial 
officer^,— the worda are not mine but bia— tand who will dare aay after thia that 
Imperialism will ever die or. the toil of India T}— ^ an Imperial officer he refused to 
carry out the orders of ^ provincial Government. This officer etill remains in 
power and enjoys positioii oc trust and reepoDsibility. 

CoiucriyB Fuijn 

The hiatory of ImporilhMi af eMlective flues is another ebapter of deliberate 
vtolatkm of jnstici and Uirplay. The Hiadus were eingled out for asaae puniahment 
la laspaet hi oolleetiva flues. I never auggeeted for a moment that tha remedy was 
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thi iaelofloii of Motlemt m « whole. My eUlm hee been end ii today that flnee 
ihOQld be imposed only on persons who can be held to be Roilty weeordiog to the 
piOfisioQS of the Ordinance. Theie should no imposition based on communal con- 
•Uhifation. Just as innocent Mosleilis shonid be ezclnded, so also innocent Hindus 
•boold be excluded, unless the policy GoTernment is to terrorise the Hindus as a 
community. We as Ministers asked for the whole policv being lecoosidmd by 
the Oabiiiet and demanded a correct application of the Ordinance in suitable eases. 

The House will recall that in course of a recent diseuMion the Indian members 
of the legislature belonging to all groups pressed Government for liberalising the 
conditions for admission to the Army and for taking steps for organising a national 
militia which would be charged with the solemn duty of defending our hearth and 
home. The ministry unanimonsly advocated the creation of such a militia but there 
was systematic obstruction from higher quarters. Want of arms and ammunitions, 
want of trainer, want of time were some of the pleas that were put forward time 
after time. We were reminded that the task of armed defence might be left iii the 
hands of non-Bengalees and we in our turn could well prepare the minds of the 
people for putting forward an effiHstive passive resistance should the enemy ever 
penetrate into our land. The real reason was not a sudden affection for the aootrine 
of non-violence discovered by British representatives in this province, for England 
would not Ylghtly wee to follow it in ner own ease. It was deep-rooted distrust of 
Bengalees, be they Hindus or Moslems, that iustified a deliberate policy of euiascu- 
ladon of the manhood of this land. 

The Denial Policy and the schemes for compulsory evacuation for military 
purposes have caused the greatest possible aiardship to thousands of poor people in 
Bengal. The Connotl of Ministers prepared a unanimous vote indiosting with suf- 
ficient clesrnees that the Denial Policy which was the outcome of a theory of defea- 
tism could easily be avoided oonsisUnt with military re 9 air 0 ments. That memoran- 
dum was not even forwarded to the Government of India and the advice of the 
ministers though it ultimately eeoured some alteration in the detailed sppliestion of 
the policy, eould not undo the total mischief which has osuaed an unprecedented 
Boeial and economic disaster in many parts of Bengal. 

Appeal for Ueitt 

When we come here as members of the legislstore, we seek to reach the goal 
of onr nstionsi freedom through the path of constitutional struggle. Tlie history of 
eonntrles, which still form part of the British Empire but bad to wring from un- 
willing hands tbs charter of their liberty, sifbrds glorious ezamides of constitu- 
tional straggle and victory. One had to read the histories of Osnsds and Australis 
for the pnrj^se of recalling how sharp was the difference between local power and 
ooDstitutionsl rights in these Dominions and many a Governor was actual ly recalled 
St tbs Instance of the legislature for ther flagrant sots of arbitrary dictatorship. The 
Government of India Act of 1935 will not indiepte the manner and method of fight- 
ing for onr constitotional rights. The legislatures of India will have to create new 
usages and ooDventions and demand the abrogation of arbitrary rule. After all, 
what is it that we want in this province and country of ours T We have as much 
right to throw off the yoke of British domination as England is anxious to save her- 
self from Hitler’s profane hands. Are we to be guilty of treason or branded as 
fifth-columnists if we re-echo Resident Roosevelt’e historic utterance that it is much 
Mttar for a nation to die standing on ita feet than to live on its bended kneee ? 
We claim the liberty to shape the administrative policy of this province with the real 
needs of the people. We want that the will of the people will be reflected truly 
and forcibly in the voices of the members of the legisUture and unmindful of 
all consequences, its members will compel the executive to proceed on lines which 
Are in accordance with national interests. If in the process of so doing tbs 
legislatnre finds disturbers and obstructionists seated on high pedeetais standing 
in the way, it must fearlessly demand their removal from office, l^t me make 
ibm appeal to all section of this House so that wa may unite in our own struggle to 
uproot tyranny and oppression we have often fought with each other and thafsby 
uot only weakened onrselvee but have streDglbeoed those reaettonary foross whose 
▼cry continusnee depends on our diilbienee. To day in the crisis that thMtans na, 
pot as fliodos or Moslems as such but as Bengalees end lodiens, let ue demand the 
loa^nration of an administration whiob will reeogniae onr iuet ecraomie and 
l>olttical rights. A Hindu end a Moslem may differ on mimy thlnge. But do they 
not equally detest slevery,— end it is for ending tfaoetate of intolerable slavery thet 
i am aakiag fenr your support and oo«opentlon. 
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Biuubi or HiHATiiA Oavdhi 

The .^mbly nest puwd Dr. Shpama Pratod iitOoirjmft ipedal 



forthwith. The motion was supported by all non-officisl members of the 
excepting the European Group. ” 

Moving the motion, Dr. Mookerjee pointed out that the motion was not 
to raise any controversial political issue. '*The life of one of the greatest men of 
the age,” he said, “is to-day at stake. That life is considered valuably and sacred 
by millions of men irrespective of caste, religion and politics and that life to-dav 
should be saved from impending peril by his immediate release. Bengal wants to 
add her voice to the demand raised by the yest of India that Mahatma Gand^ 
should forthwith be released from detention and his fast brought to Hn 
immediate end.” 

Speaking on behalf of the Government, the Chief Minister, Mr. A. K, Fazlul 
Huq said that Government as such had nothing to say in the matter. Wbat he 
proposed to do was to forward the proceedings of the House in reaard to ihl 

Central Government 7''” *^"***’‘ ® 

said that I 

pointed out, _ 

not open to the Provincial Government to interfere in that action. The Provincial 
Government as such therefore could not offer any advice to the Central Government 
in matters of police or in regard to any action that might be taken by the latter 

Supporting the motion on behalf of the Muslim League Party in opposition 
Sir Nazimuddtn made it clear that they did not support ^e political stand taken 
by Mr. Gandhi and his followers. Out of deference, however, to the reverence with 
which Mr. Gandhi was held by a large section of their Hindu brethren they 
associated themselves with the motion moved in the House. Mr. K. 8. Hop, Leader 
of the Official Congress Party, the lion. Mr. Santosh Kumar Batu, Leader of the 
Congress Parliamentary Party, and the hon. Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, Leader of the 
Krishak Proja Party, supported the motion. Gpiwsing the motion on behalf of the 
European group, their leader. Mr David Hendry pointed out tiiat they greatly 
deplored the decision taken by Mr. Gandhi to enter upon a fast and they were 
deeply concerned of the risk which he bad exposed himself to by resorting to a 
fast in his old age. At the same Ume, Mr. Hendry added, they felt that Mr. Gandhi 
might have accepted the offer of the Government of India for his release for the 
period of his fast. He regretted, therefore, that they had to oppose the motion, 
motion was passed. The House th^u adjourned till the 15th. 

The Midnapore Incidents 


15th. FEBRUARY :^Aii adjournment motion moved to-day on behalf of the 
Congress Psiliamcntary Party (official) to discuss the situation in Tamluk and 
Oontai sub-divisions, in Midnaporc district, was talked out after a full dress 
debate for two hours,' The adjournment motion ran as follows ; 

“This Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the repressions carried out 
in the Tamluk and Oontai suh-divisions of Midnapore district, including the 
arrest of innocent persons, destrin lion of property, burning of houses and assaults 
on men and women”. 

The adjournment motion was moved by Dr. Halinakaha Sanyal and support- 
ed aifiong others by Mr. Harvndra Hnrayan Chakravarti, a supporter of the 
Government. Others who participated in the disenssion included Dr. Shyama 
Praeatl Aiukherjee, ex-Finance Minister and Sir Nazimuddin, Leader of the 
MnsUin League Opposition. Home pf the speakers narrated the alleged excesses in 
Midnapore district. Dr. Mukhei jee demanded an open and independent jndicial 
enquiry into tlie reported iiistauces in Midnapore. 

iSir Nazimddin, in the course of liis speech, said that if the Ministry thought 
that excesses were committed in Midnapore then the House and every one would 
demand an enquiry into the allei^ations made. It was for the Chief Minister 
either to defend the officers of tlic Government or to appoint a committee of 
enquiry. He bop^ that the Ministry would make its position clear in regard to 
the matter. Replying to the debate, the Chief Minister, Mr. A, JT. Fazlul Huq, 
announced the Government decision to hold an independent and impartial enquiry 
into the allgationi of exoeaaei in Midnapore. He added that persona of the eminence 
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of High Court Judm would be eppointed to hold thie enquiry. Mr. fluq, who it 
in eherM of the Home portfolio, give e brief review of the etete of eftiim prevni- 
ling in Midnepore. The Govern men r, he eeid, hnd in their poeeeeelon ehnndnnl 
evidence to show thet for some time previous to the ndoption of the reeoliition by 
the AlMndie Congreie Committee on August 8 last there wm eomething like n 
network of imrallel adminiKtration set up in the d:striot of Midnapore. 

Dr. N. Sanyal ( Congress ) : We challenge you to prove that. 

Mr. Hu.^ : If a proper enquiry is made, these things will come out. 

Gontinniii& Mr. Huq said that the people who had set up the paralM 
administration had their district magistratps, suD-divisional officers, the police, C. I. D. 
etc. “When Dr. Sanyal challenges me,’* Mr. Huq pointed out, **let me remind 
him that after August 8 when lawlessness broke out in Midnapore. these 'police 
officers of the Congress actually ‘arrested* v^ersons a*hom they put in jails a^ich 
were called 'Gandhi jail ’ There is also evidence that many of these persons who 
called themselves volunteers and the ‘police* force of the Congresa, actually 
committed acts of violence on persons who resisted these acts of lawleaaneas.’* 
Proceeding, Mr. Huq said that the movement broke out with auch Intenaity 
in Midnapore that the local officers had in many iiistancee to call in the 
aid of the military. 'I'lie Government got reports that post offices and police 
statioDB were burnt, people were kept confined, 10 or 25 people were kidnapped 
and some of them were kept confined and of aome, no trace yet had been found. 
When these things were going on, it was true that strong measiiree were taken 
by local officers. Even now the Government were receiving from various perte 
ot the dietrict reports that lawlessness was far from being at an end there. In placing 
before the House this version of the incident received from local officers, the Ghief 
Minister said that of the charge made on the floor of the House, many had been 
repudiated by local officers. C)n the one hand it was his duty as Home Minister to 
place before the House and the public an official version ; but he also did lee! 
impressed by the narration of even ta made by representatives of the people ae 
rttsrds the alleged escesaes committed by or under the direction of some of the local 
officers. He had been particularly distressed to bear of the ghastly tales of rape 
end repression occurring after the cyclone. Justice demanded, and in fact, the very 
interest of the officers concerned demanded that there should be an imparlial 
enqui|7 regarding the affairs relating to Midnapore. 

Dr. Syama Prosad Mookerjee said that within the time at bis disposal it was 
impossible to give a true picture of Midnapore. He would only give as briefly as 
possible, a picture of Midnapore before and after the cyclone. 

The House would recall that before the "Civil Disobedience” started the 
denial policy was enforced by Government in many parts ,of Bengal. So far as 
Midnapore was concerned, the policy of removal of boats and other conveyances, especial- 
ly bicycles, went on unabatctl. Nearly 10 thousand bicycles were taken away from the 
aietrict, a large number of boats were ordered to be surrendered at a very short 
notice and a few hundreds were destroyed, because people failed to surrender 
them in time. How these acto should arouse strong feelings in the minds of the 
local inhabitants could be comprehended. 


Oontinuing Dr. Mookerjee said that then came the Civil Disobedience Move- 
ment. l)r. Mookerjee would not go iuto details bow that movement went on. 
He would accept for bis present purpose the statement made by the euthorities that 
the movement took a aerious turn, and there was a deliberate challei^e thrown out 
to Government, lie also assumed that the situation took a baa turo. But the 
fact remained that men who were carrying on these ‘subveraive activitiee were 
doing them non-violently. When the Chief Minister would make hie statement, 
Dr. Mookerjee could dare say that the Chief Minister would §ojf that there was n^ 
a single allegation of violence used by the workers until the eituation worsened by 
the 'extraordinary* repressive policy .of Government went on. Arrests went on ; 
homing of hontes and looting went on. Thw was how the district faved. 

^ “Now, under what authority the burning of P^ple’e 5on^ was being 
carried on, I do not know. I do not know if the Chief Mimiter will M able to 
J»y under whose orders these acts of violence were committed. Dr. Mookerjee am 
^t it might be essumed that before the 16th of October the movement had 
Msumed an extraordinary character. Any legitimate eiepe 
officers for cnrUiling die activitiee of the workers or for re-eet^liehment M law 
must be support^ by any Government, ‘•tot Government ODMrs i^erstopped 
and carrM on” Dr. Mookerjee alleged, “a dallborate policy of deetniotlon”. 

27 



810 


THE BBEOAL XEGISLATIVB ABBEHBLY [ cuftomA- 


SUPPBMUOII or Hswt 

OoBtliiiiiiiK he eeid that the ejelose eeme. And the first diem he wetdii 
levd afceiast OofemBieat was the suppression of news until the IfiniMer had 
▼isited the district. He hoped that the Ohief Minister would deal with this 

S uetioB. The communique was issued. Dr. MooksrfM said, only after the return 
the Ministers on the 4th Norember. Not one single item of news wan allowed 
to be published. News was published about certain other parte o4 Eigd, 
about Noakhali. Fsrldpur etcn and that a ssfere eydone had passed Uaeuidt 
certain areas of Bengal. 

Whim a Bengali dally merely asked about happenings in BUdnapete, these 
went a warning from the Secretariat that it must not refer In any wuy to the 
happening in that district 

Nobody knew anything about the extent of disaster in Midnepose. Did 
the Ohief Minister who is also the Home Minister know? Not a single 
Minister knew anything about it. When the Ministers demanded an answer 
from the Home Department^ the reply was ‘'military oonsideratloQ pre- 
rent the circulation of the news.** The Defence of India Buies prohibited the 
circulation of news whieh gi?e information to the enemy about the weather of snj 
prrtioulsr area, and that no news should be eireulated which would disclose 
information to the enemy about the breakdown of communications. It was news 
of this description the circulation of which bad been prohibited by the Gorernment 
of India. In fact, the Ministers reminded some of the officers that they were not 
giving information to the enemy, but the Japanese were broadcasting that a lakh 
of Bmigaleea were killed* by the cyclone. ‘‘This*’, Dr. Mookerji^ declared, "was a 
criminal neglect on the part of the Home Deartment**. lu fact, the Qovernment 
communique was issued when the Ohief Minister and other Ministers stated, after 
their visit to Midnspore. that they would issue communique on their own 
responsibilities. 

SlTUATlOK BuNOLBD 


The report came from the district officer. Dr. Mookerjee continued, minimising 
the gravity of the situation. Did that report, asked the speaker, suggest that relief 
shoiud be withheld for the purpose of teaching the people a permanent leseon ? 
(Ories of Shame, ehame). The district officer reported ^at not a single person 
came forward to receive relief. But shortly report came that thousands of persons 
were coming to receive doles. The whole situation was bungled. There was 
practically one man ; ihere was no orgahised relief. The Revenue Department 
tried to do certain things but on account of the obstructive attitude taken up by 
the Home Department it could do little. 'I'bere was, Dr. Mookerjee said, relief by 
day and raid at night Dr. Mookerjee challenged Government to produce repeats 
of some rerooiisible officers of the district which, he said, would bear out his 
allegntiOQB (Shame, shame). Qovernment said that they wanted peace. All the 
Miniaters tried to release political prisoners of Midna|H>re who gave undertaking* 
that the political movement would cease. The prisoners pleaded for seven days* 
release. But that was not given. Some of the Ministers found themselves helpless 
in the matter. This was the true picture of Midiiapore. **We demanch an enquiry. 
There must be an open independent judicial inquiry. We know the Chief Minister 
feels in his heart the necessity of this inquiry. Let him say what prevents him 
from doing so. He must take the House and the public in the fullest confiden<w 
and tell us who are preventing the Ohief Minister from accepting our request and 
setting up an inquiry." ^ 

BuDGBrr FOB 1943-44 

lath. FEBRUARY The Bengal Government’s budget for 1943-44 presented 
to-day disclosed a deficit on revenue account of one croreand 53 lakha. 

Preaentiog it in the Assembly, Mr. A, K. Fazlul JSfwq, tlie Ohief Minister and 
Minister for fhisnoe announoed the Government decision to raise additional 
revenue during the coming year by enhancing the rates of some of the existing 
duties. The estimated yield of the eubaueed taxation will be about ^ 33 

TBb Firahob Bill 1943 

After preeenting the budget, Mr. FazUU Huq introdnoed the Bengal Fiuasoe 
Bill 1943, whieh ionght to raiee additional revenue to the extent of Ka. &,0Qi000 by 
edhenoement for a maximum period of two years of the latee of the loUowing 
texee : Enterleinmenti Tea: TotalhMitor Tax and Betthug Tax under the BmiS 
Amueemeuti Tax Aot^ and Eleotriei^ Duty under the Bengel 

Duty Aot| 196fi» 
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Dbbati ok Food Sumy 

• ?? luamn oil moA cloth olliNitloii 

in m jMonnce wno inituifeed on ‘hehcU of Qo?crnm«Bt bv Pri»e§ yntn/ JfVrM 
Ohlef of the Government Forty. The Oongiem Pir^ontlined n edieme for 
eflhetively dehling with the cituation: Tn doing JoTito epoteemen. I)r. MiSmkiSi 
Sanpat wM that Oovemmeiit'a complete failure to tacm^ prc^mi wna dimto 
te of a ,Pdic 7 . OoremmeaK Dr. Sanyal laid, had not conetdeied the 
bHopUm on an dl-^ngal bMM. hut were concerned for maintaining rapplifli tor 
the induatriel and other workerc engaged in war workia Mr. Tarnttudittn Jtham. 
on behalf of the Moelim League in oppoaiiioti. alto made eevend Mggw^ 
to improve the situation, at the same time Mtrongly criticising Government for 
••failure*'. Fnncs rttsii/ Jfirza. Chief Whip of the MiAsterialist party, mofid 
that the situation in the province relating to the supplies and disinbution of tood- 
stuilh» coal, kerosene oil and cloth be tsken into consideration. Frinco Mirsa said 
that the problem was not merely a provincial one but a complicated one linked 
with the whole of India. He hoped that the combined wisdom of the House would 
help Government greatly in meeting the situation. 


loth. FBBRUART Mr. David Hendry^ leader of the European groups said 
that the debate had been left a good deal in the air in the absence of an opening 
statement from the Minister-in«cbsrge setting out the resl fo^ situation in toe 
province and what he was doing to cope with it. While it must bn admitted 
that for imported commodities, acute shortage snd al>norma1 prices had been 
largely due to factors beyond the control of the Bengsl GK>r eminent, out so far as 
toe essential commodity, rice, was concerned, the responsibility for controlling, 
the situation rested entirely with the provincisl Government. In normsl yesrs, 


and exports from Bengal, and the province was really self-sufficient. Last year 
Bengal’s rice crop was a good one ; this year it was not so good, but with toe 
carry-over from last year the possible shortage could only be very small, '’hteports 
and military consumption”, according to Mr. Hendry, *'csn only amount to an 
extremely small percentage of the total available supplies, and shortage^ If any, 
cannot account for the fantastic prices which have prevailed for rice in Oalontta 
nnd the mofussil areas since November last” Maharaja Sria Chander Nandy 
of Csssimbazsr said that there was a good deal of public anxiety at the way 
in which food situation was being handled by Government for the past one year. 
Government failed to take into consideration the fact that the control of price 
oould not succeed without control of supply. The speaker spoke in favour of 
creatiog a Food Departmeut under a Minister responsible to the legislature, The 
Mahar^a regretted that while Government had not made any effective attempts 
to meet the deficit of rice supply arising out of the occupation of Burma and 
Btam by Japanese up till now, they should have allowed exports of rice to Oeykm 
and other countries. Mr. Z>. N. Sen <Bengal National Chamber of Commerce) 
said that the food position bad become serious from the point of view of the 
cost of living of the working class which had moved from 100 lo 218. The average 
price of rice had gone up by nearly 300 p. c. and 'Ata' by more than 200 p. o. 
lliexeaion why the effort to impose price control bad led to chaos lay primarily 
in toe fact that Government always sought to control prices without obtsinlug 
control of the totsl supply of the commodity. If toe Government eerionsly 
want^ to obtain control over the supply of various foodstuffs, it must havsi An 
Intelligence Bureau for compiling ststisucs of food prodnetion lo various dIstHets. 
Once il is done the Government would be sble to formulsle toeir po ltetto oo (he 
date. The arallable data showed that Bengal was a deficit In rsHieet 
of food supply. The imperative need, t^refoi^ was to ioeresse t^ food suMly 
atones. The* grow more food campsign which had been sueoessful In Medtas 
lelled in Bengri on account of the action token by the Goverament in eirninngliii 
increiMd acreage of Jute area. The Govmment ehould riso stop att exporto 
of doe from Bengal unless they knew toe emks nvailabto in BengaL Ue 
GovemiBeBi most aleo ^teet better eo-oidioatioa ihBMifto a osntfal* Ofgadsalte 
la osdm to dbvtote endden finetnations in d maand a Tha Goveraaiant auMi also 
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eombftt ih« pmholoKieftl tandiney of hoftiding rice by Iftw and by total pareihaae 
of all aTailamo anppliea aeoompanled by all-round rationing if neeeoaan. If an 
oiaminaUon of the atatiitical poaiUona mealed a ahortaga in foodatuffa, there 
oonld be do way out but rationing rather than to allow a few rich pmle to 
monopoliae the aTallable food auppUea at the coat of general public. He concluded 
by warning that the outlook wae very gloomy and unleaa the Goreriiment acted 
quickly and boldlf they might aoon experience food riots all over the prorince. 

. DBrmixjB IX Bengal 

lath. FEBRUARY :-*Replylng to a question in the Assembly to-day, Mr. A, JT. 
WhmM Huq^ Chief Minister and Minister in charge of the Home portfolio 
informed the House that 1,019 persona had so far been arrested and detained under 
Knle 129, and 1,210 persons under Rule 26 of the D. I. B. in the province. He 
further stated that number of persons convicted under the Defence of India Rules 
in the Province in oonnection with pdlitical and anti-war activities and the Civil 
Disobedience movement from August last to the end of December, 1942, was 1,650. 
The Assembly diienssed oon-official bills to-day and adjourns. 

Bengal Sbgubity Pbibonbrs 


Mth. FEBRUARY During qnestion-time this morning the Chief Minister, 
Mr. ji. E*. FoMiul Huq informs the Honae that the tribunal act up by the Govern- 
ment to miew the eases of the security prisoners submitted their findings on 
August 27 last. But, in view of. he said, the widespread campaign of sabotage 
and violence, which followed the ratification by the All-India Congress Committee 
of the Congress Working Committee’s resolution of August 8, 1942 and the 
subsequent arrests of leading Congressmen which had introduced an entirely new 
factor in the situation, and in the interest of public security, the Government 
had been oompelled to postpone consideration of the recommendations of the 
tribunal. He added that the campaign of violence and sabotage was almost at an 
end and if the present improvement continued, the Government would be able to 
consider the matter and make an announcement as early as possible. 

Minister’s Advice to Governor 


find. FEBRUARY :~A point of constitutional importance was raised by 
Dc. Nalinakhya Banyal (Congress) to-day when he sought, on a point of order, a 
ruling from the Ohair as to whether the House had a right to know, what advice 
a Minister had tendered to the Governor in relation to a particular matter. The 
point aroce out of a queation put by Dr. Bauyal last week when he wanted to 
ascertain from the Home Minister, Mr. A. a. Fazlul Huq whether Dr. Sureeh 
Chandra Majumdar, Dr. Satyapriya Bannerjee and Mr. Basanka Bekbar Banyal had 
been detained ae aecurity prisoners under Rule 26 of the Defeoce of India Rules with 
hi« consent or not. 

Bpeakinff on the point of order raised by Dr. Banyal, Mr. Huq said 
that he had tried to asoertain whether the Viceroy’s declaration made in June 
1987 defining the position of a Minister uts-a-vts a rrovinoial Governor bad been 
modified in view of the circumstances consequent upon war conditions and he 
(Mr. Hnq) bad been easured that the declaration stood good. Mr. Uuq said that 
in relaticm to a matter falling within the sphere of individual judgment’ of the 
Gtovemor, a Minister . bad the right to differ from a Governor and had also a right 
to tell the Legislature, if he eo desired, that he gave a pertioular edvioe and that 
it .waa not aobepted. Bat if the Minister did not desire to let the Legislitore 
know what passed between him end the GKivernor, Mr. Huq did not think ^wt 
the eonstlMitional position eame to this, that he (the Minister ocmderned) pould 
be oompdied by a series of questioas to disclose the advice that he hid tendmd. 

The Chair eaid that the point of order raised by Dr. Banyal wes an important 
eonstittttional question and a ruling was given by Mr. Byed Jalaluddin Baghemy, 
Deputy apm^r, on the 84tli. February expressiDg that *'it is absolutely within the 
diamuon of the Miniater to toke the Honse into confidence”. The Deputy 
Speaker said that the whole question hinges on the point whether the Speaker had 
the power to compel a Miniater to diaelose to the Hooee as to what advioe 
Eo had tendered to the Governor in a case where the Minister’s advioe was not 
mandate^ upon him. He^ bowever, stated that the messime of Ijord Linlith|;ow, 
dated the 2Ist June, 1987, in defining the pooltion of the Ministers tns-a-tit« the 
Governor, elearly laid down that the Ministers were eniiiled. If they so desiied, 
publiely to stale their iceponaibility for any partienlar deeioon or even the advieo 
fiiey ICBilRid in a partienlar oaao to the Governor. "So in this partienlar case”, ho 
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i^d, *Mr. Fulul Huq will be within hie right if he dieeloeee to thia Home whet 
edvioe he had given to the Governor”. 

No Truth Ih ERsifY Radio Rbports 

fSrd. FEBRUARY Qiieetione regarding the truth or otherwiae of certain 
aaaertiona made recently by enemy radio atationa, particularly German andi Japaneae, 
were aaked in the Aawmbly to-day. 

Replying the Cluef Miniater, Mr. A, Fatlul Huq pointed out that the 
remrta alleged to have been broadcaat by the Berlin Radio that Britiah armed 
police opened fire on February 1 and 2, upon atiidenta of the Dacca Univeraity 
ainging *'Bande Mataram” and injured a number of them waa without any foun* 
datioii. The only foundation for eiich a report apparently waa, aaid the Ohief 
Miniater, the objection that waa taken by aome atiidenta to the ainging of the 
aong by otliera and the scuine which followed among the two groiipa of atuaenta. 

Aa regarda the broadcaat from Saigon, dated February 5-6, alleging that a 
demonatration of natioiialiata in front of the Chief Miniatera reaidence had been 
diaperaed by a police lathi charge, the Chief Miniater aaid that the atory waa aleo 
completely without foundation. He added that theae reporta were ao palpably 
wrong that be did not conaider it neceaaary to give further publicity to the 
actual facta. *'11ie enemy broadcuata about conditiona in India are abaurd and 
carry their own condemnation”, pointed out Mr. Unq. 'The people of the province 
are intelligent enough net to attach any credence to them. No other action ia 
neceaaary.” 

Debate on Food Situation 

26th. FEBRUARY :-^The announcement of a definite policy from Ooverntnent 
to deal with the food, fuel and cloth aitnatinii in the province wan demanded by 
apeakera participating at the resumed debate on the Government motion in thia 
regard to-aay. Membera participating in. the diacuaaion dwelt mainly on the food 
aituation, and the anggeetion of tlie Oongreaa Party for a Central Fom Committee 
compoaed of Government, non-official and trade repreientativea to guide and 
adviae Government in the execution of ita policy, waa aup|)orted by majority of 
them. ‘‘Quick deoiaion” on the part of ^vernment waa urgra by M. Bytd Abdul 
Majid (Mualim League), while atreaaing the immediate need for '.introdiiciug 
rationing of rice in view of the acute ahortage of the crop. Mr. Abdul HoJim 
(Moslem Ijeague) aaked Government to atop export of rice from the provimw^ 
and to take steps to ensure adequate transport facilities. Mr. Atul Sen (Progreasiva 
Coalition) demanded a more vigorous "grow more food” campaign among the 
peasants. He complained that Government propaganda in this regard bad np till 
now been done mostly tbrough newsps|>erB which did not reach Uie iieaaantry. 
Large tracts of land were still left niictiltivated, and BU(*h land should he given 
to the peasants for cultivation without rent. Mr. P. Banerjee (Congress) gave hia 
unqualified support to the amendment of his party moved by Dr. Nalinakhshya 
Sauyal. The scheme contained in that amendment, in bis opinion, would 
ensure a fair measure of 'success’. Mr.. J. N, Qupta (Labour) drew a 'pathetic’ 
picture of the distress among the labonr and poor sections of the population at 
the scarcity of cloth, at cheap rates. Government's promiae to aupply atandard 
cloth had remained unfulfilled and strong indications were not yet available to 
its realisation in the near future. Moulana Abdul Atiz (Moslem Leagne) referred 
to the 'extreme’ difficulty of obtaining kerosene oil in mofussil districts. Many 
houaes were going without light. In black market, however, the speaker allegecL 
abundant quantity of oil was available at inordinately high price. He oriticiaed 
Government for having failed to check corruption and^ black market, and pleaded 
for effective control. Mr. Auandilal Poddar ( Naiioualiat) d^lored that the food 
aituation bad be. ii aggravated by Government creating panic by ill-coDoeived 
meacuree. He also critieised Government for altering their original deeislos 
of reducing jute acreage by one-third and making it one-hall at the inatanee of 
intereated trade. Mr. Poddar doubted if rationing would be a aneoeas with the 
exiaUng "incompetent’' machinery. Dr. Sanaullah (Progressive Coalition) and Mr. 
Abdul Waheh Khan (Progressive (Coalition) niao spoke. The House then adjourned. 

SlIAU. OOINB 
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ItKfl Umdm wtra eoifenl rabieeta tmA Om GofmmeDt of Indio woo toUng 
•topo to laenoMa tho oap^p of omoll ooino. 'Ihio Gofornment liofo direeltd Ihot 
pw me n tlooo •holt be ineutated wberever hooidiog ie deteetod ond hm onnonnood 
tbol lowoidi will be poid to penona fttrniabing uformotim leading to eon?ieliM. 
PfOBieatIng offieen hoTo beni Ittetraeted to preae for dotemnt aentenoaa on 
eoofietlon* 

Beijing to eajpplenontary qnostiooe bj Mr. Anandi Lai Poddar and Khan 
B a h a du r Mokammad Ali^ Mr. aua eonfaneg that ha dM not know what amount 
of oolna eonatitatad hoarding in the law eonri nor eonld ha giro aoy aaenranea 
that no p i oea en tkm ahoald taka plaoe ao long aa an explanation on that point wae 
tetheemittg. Ha, howatar, tfaooght that homing minidiabla in a oonrt of law 
oQold.ba doflned according to imTidnal oaaee. 

Number of DEninra 

Replying to a qneetioo by Mr. Naoendra Satk Sent Hon. Mr. d. JT. FomImI 
Haq atatad that the latait fignrae (pod of January 1943) of datanna detained in 
iBoal under the Dafenoa of Indhi Kola 26 or Defence of India Bala 129 are (1) 
Bpaoiai eaeurity prieonari— 2,366 ; (2) othare— 1,643 : Baatrainad nndar Dafenoa 
ofl^ Bole 26-(l) Oriminalo- 1,464 and (2) othare 1,696. 

MiEiBTBBa Not Ribb Aosetb— Mr. HuQ'b Btatimeet 

27lh. FBBRUABT A etatamant on hie poaltlon an a Minlatar nndar the 
peeeent condition waa made by Mr. A. AT. Fa»lvl Buq, Ohiaf Minlatar and Miniatar-in- 
aharge of the Hbma Department in the Aaaembly thia morning. Mr. Hnq aaid : 

hare to work nndar conaidarabla limltationa. it mnat be nndmtood that prorin- 
eial aotonomr doaa not mean that 1 can do'whatarar I like. In many eaeee, I 
hare got to do tbinga contrary to what 1 would hare dona if I ware a free agent. 
In thww caeai, there are momanti when I do feel that the beat oouraa for me would 
be to walk oat, and if that moment doea arlae^ I ahall not be alow to adopt that 
oonrae, baoaona 1 am fad np with the poaition which girae me ?ary little opportunity 
of conceding to what I know ie public opinion, in ?^aw of the orarriding oonpequancee 
whieb hare Man impoaad upon me aa a raault of the war.** . 

Thane obaarratlona ware made bf the Chief Minlatar, while apeaking on a out 
motion by Dr. FaHnakMhfta Sanyal (Official Oongraaa) to raiea a diacnaaion on 
the 'griafancea* of paraona arraatad under the 'Dafenoa Bulae in connection with the 
Blmgal Qorarnmant’a Supplamaotary Budget demand under **Jailo and ConWot 
ttattiamanta" for the currant year. * 

Earlier in bia apee^a, Mr. Huq referred to the oriticiam that the Minietry had 
not bean able to do anything to meet the public demand that the lot of oaonrity 
priaoiieco ahould be improrad or that the gnaranoea of tba pnblic regarding arraate 
and delantioB might ba ramoredaa far aa uoaaible. 

Aaking the Houaa to Judge the conatitutional poaition, Mr. Huq eaid that 
under eectian 49 of tba Gorernmant of India Act, Mzeoutire OoTarnmant had to be 
oairied on. by bia Excellency the Gorenor with the help of aubordinata offioera. In 
thia conucetfim, he referred to the Judgment of a apecial bench of the Calcutta 
High Court which dednitaly bald that miniatera were noi aubordinata offioera in tba 
aenae in which that expieaaion waa uaed in tlnd. Kection and that they were merely 
to gifa adfica. Iha poaition, therefore, waa that VHia Excellency the Gtorarnor on 
one aide and the departmental offioera on the other who carried out the wiahea of 
Hie ExeHency in reapaet of the ExaeutiTa Government have got tba Miniatam ipnd- 
wiehad between than and the utmoat that the Miniatera could do waa only ha Offer 

Aa regarda aeenrity priaonera the preaent waa an oecaaion of axtremi AMgenay 
hi vaiiouo matterq ' becaiiao they were PMiing through abnormal Ham In conaa- 
qnaneo of tba war. llie Defanea of India Bolaa bad given powera whw^ govern- 
ment did not pievionaly enjoy, and the Government oilndia Act plnaJpa fiafanea 
of India Bulca had given to the Governor and the exeentiva anthiilty powera 
which they did not have in normal timaa. If In theaa circomatanem?tha milihury 
anthorltiaa or the polioa or any other department gave advice that AhO datentioo in 
anatody of a par^nlar paraon wae eaaential for the preoervation olilimee and order, 
Mr. Bnq aakrte the lent iceort, IN JudgMat Hia Kxeellmijiy mual piovali. 
Thaie had been eaaca in whieb Mr. Bum thought ttat neiiher M aneat nor the 
detentloB waa Jnilldod and ha bad tendered that advice to HiaJIkeellchay but Bia 
EnceilcBcy, in exmelaa of hit indlvldnal Judgment, had thoilprit 6t to ovmiida 
hit odvicR 
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In MMlMiM. lb. ^ potoM ont that williia tha Iteitatioa of tha 
cifMi to fhm mte Gvwmmt oi India Aet. farthar natrietad by tha Of 
ItoM of tedto JUhMjtojMd'doM aoaMthinK to lORard to aaatinc poliUe optoton 
to tba aMttwof alltoirf KriavaneM of aaentity priaonara to «Uab tbap oooM pcdot 
as an honaat attaapt to aOst pnblia opinion in tbia aattar. 

The eat aodon was withdtown. and tha daaand was passed. 

CLMUAt/rno TK DaTOEBAwns 

The distatbama that M oeenmd to AoKnat laat lollowinR tbs Anaot of 
Oongaao> leaden ware noailed in tapis to a Triw^n to^y. 

OepI^iiiE, ibo that » peaoos wars Ullad and 188 psnons 

«? ^ ■ >ba period of dlatarbnnoa fa Aoma 

“!? !»««• •" owtototton had Gim 

nppraaad by te ^^of MKiUstm or tha Hoaa Minlttar^ Mr. Hoti said' tha tbo 
aatonwMtohsn bythApaiMto ^reaiontion Mlaw and ordarneoaritotad by 
■«bw^w”_*^ei^ona aeoompauiad by “sabotaya” on “an oiaratoK 
aaala;” ^ polin betaken tha^wton in the entcisa a poarara eon toned opoa- 
^aby tha ^ Im tla asor^. of «hloh they wan not tetoirad to obtain any 
fm lto a aanethm a opptoea (loa OoaernaaiiE 

. .«!? !»*>»• »«• killed and 568 ponona iniond. by militm lorria 

fa MOMding to a atatemant nade by too Ohial lOhisteri Mr.. A. xL FMU 

Hwfm. 10 TBAlv tt anothtr qikiuob, 

BaplyiM to anotte snpidiasi^ qmaooslb. Hnq nid that CtoNmnant 
hftd amnoneliad the niliterjr eathonHee eiHi*he wm gled to eey that the mltilim 
anthoritiM bad aot onry pramUed to tee tliaC thape acoidenta. were minhaiaod 
bat they bad also Ukea itroog neaavrae io fhoee oaaae in which aolloa eotthf ba 
takea. 

Elbotkw <!« Spvakbr 

let MABCH Mr. Sued Natuhsr AH, ez-Minleter. waa eleeted Spealar al iba 
Aieembly tbit erenii^. the noting wee aa fotlom : llr. 8yad NauuMr All (P^ 
ereaaive COalitioii Party) iJLlS Totea; Mr. A. B. Siddiqui (Mualini Leiqnie) 05 ; Mb. 
Niahit Nath Kanda (Progreaaive Ooall^— aow a Secarity furiaoner) nil. Tba 
▼acaney waa cauaed by the re|^[natloD of Sir Aaia-al Huq, oa hla belBg apptdatad 
High Oommlaaiooer lor India in London. 

Dbatbs ih Midnapokk Cyolohb Dibastbe 

Beplying to a queation, Mr. P. N. Bamrjee, Bevenne Miniaterr gafo tha 
oflBcitl ngurea of the number of casual tiea reaulting from the cytleuc and food 
in Midnapore District in October last. The actual number of persona killed ww 
i^out 15,000 while the cattle caeuaities numbered 60,000. 

'J'BB Vaorabcy Bill 

Bud. If ARCH Mr. Santoeh Kumar Bobu, Minister for Public Health and Lood 
Self-Government introduced the Bengal Vagrancy Bill to-day whereby the Oovero- 
ment propoee to take powers to collect all genuine vagranta and place them la 
homes eaUbliahed by the Government. The Bill, when peaacd, will come into foiee 
in the first inatance in Calcutta. 

OoiryiOTJOirB of August Dibtubbabcbb 

Six hundied-end-thirty-nine persona have been convicted In the Pioviiiee up 
to Januaryv28 of oiTences connected with the movement that had atarted following 
the arreet of members of the Coagreae WorWms Oommil^ aoeordlag 
to a statement made by die (fiiief Ministerp Mr. A, K, ^mlul Bug, in reply to a 
quesdon. * 

llie number of prisoners detainad up to that period without trial la ae followa: 
Security Priaonera tor political reasons: 1,643; priaoncra not yet confirmed •§ 
aeenrity prleonera : 142 : and other detanua— 2.^. The nnmbrr of ^Boae 

movementa haye been restricted for political reasons up to January 26 is 3 ,062.“— 
Spboial Judov Obdoiahob 

•ri. HABCH au adjoummeoi modoo to diaensa the digged m le a p p lfa dinn 
of Oidlaanee Namber 11 of 1042, promulgated by ^die CgOfjr fef 

artSBi'S:' s» SSsa 
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latiiBad on Ibe oiittenoe of on omergenoy triiiog from hostilo ottook on Inilin or 
Iron the immiDenoe of luch on Attack, it wae expected to deelare the Ordinaooe 
to be in force in the ProYinoe. It eureW wee not meant to apply to bteaehee or 
dietarbandeo of the peace or to ordinary dacoity or thefte or ovon to eaeae of 
o^ioary eeditioii or to ordinary political dlBaffeotioii. 

Replying to the debate the Chief Minister, Mr A. K, PtuluX ffuq, eaid that 
the question of emergency was beyond dispute, but as regards mismlieatlon of 
the prOTisions^of the Ordinance, he assured that the Government would reconsider 
each ease 'that had been mentioned or might be mentioned later on aaerhs and 
if they found that the Ordinance had been miaapplied, they would eet amde the 
eonvictiona and set the men concerned at liberty. Replying to the point laiaed by 
Sir Nasimuddin that before a case went to the tpecial ipagtstrates for trial under 
the Ordinance, it should receive the approval of the Provincial Government, Mr. 
Huq promised to consult legal opinion and to see th**: the suggestiou was 
aecepM as far as possible. 

In the course 'of the discussion, some members cried *'BhAme** in relation to 
certain alleged misapplication of the Ordinance, when the Speaker, Mr. Nansher 
AU, intervened and said that the word was unparliamentsry and directed that it 
should not be used in the House in future. 

Bengal Finance Bill 1943 

At the afternoon session of the Assembly, the Oliief Minister, Mr. A, 1C. 
PanUd Etta, (who is also Mi uister^in -charge of Finance) moved that the Bengal 
Finance Bill, 1943, be taken into oonsideratton. The Bill nearly doubles tiie present 
rates of amusement tax on cinema-goers and the electricity duty and raises the 
betting end totaliaator tsxes from four ]^r cent to ten per cent. The proposed 
enhanced taxation would be emergency taxation for two years only in the first 
instance. The Opposition moved an amendment urging the cireulatioo of the Bill 
lor eliciting ot»inioii thereon by March 15. 1943. Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, ex-Finance 
Minister, (Muslim licague) supported the motion for circulation. Sir Natimuddiu, 
leader of the Muslim Lesgue, thought that the whole scheme of taxation in the 
Bill was wrong, speaking on behalf of the European Group, Mr. D, P, Gladding 
§M that they approved of the extra taxation as a purely temporary war measure. 
'Jlie debate on the motion had not concluded when the House sdionmed till 
March .5. 

Casualties in August Disturbaecee 

Mh. MARCH Detailed information about the number of persons killed as a 
result of police firing in CHlc.iilta proper and in some other parts of the Province, 
aiuoe the movement started in August last, was given by the Chief Minister, Mr. 
A. JC. Pazhkl Huq, during question hour to-dsy. 

The figures of those killed are as fdlows : Calcutta proper^M including one 
woman ; Dinsjpur District — 4 ; Contsi sub-division (Midnapore districtH” 13 ; and 
Tamluk sub-division (Midnapore DiBtrict)-~32 including a woman. 

Thirty-six non-officials and thirteen Government servants were kidnapped by 
*'^be1 elements” in the Midnapore District from the commencement of distur- 
bances to date, according to a reply given by the Chief Minister, Mr. A. K. 
^mIuI Huq, to a question by the Leader o| the Buropesn Group, Mr. David Hendry. 
Two persons, added the Cliief Minister, were killed, this latter figure excluding 
eight persons who were kidnapped and stall an traced and believed to have been 
murdered. 

Giving farther details, the Chief Minister said that there were 55 eases of 
Intimidaiion and extortion by **rebel elementa’* in the area during tha period/ 
Thirty persona were assaulted or intimidated by them on grounds that |limr 
were «aupMrting the GoveriimeiiC forces.* Twenty-nine Government boildioga apd 
honsea and three officer!' quarters and two tbanas were burnt aa well ae 21 pdvate 
buildinga and a basaar. Other Govemmeut property burnt indudOd the records 
of olevaa post oflioes and three thauas. Under the head *private propei^',. a keioaene 
oil tank, school furniture end records, a motor bus. two boats fnU oi kerosene 
oil, boats loaded with essential commodities and three wooden bridgea were also 
burnt. ^ ^ 

MoN-OnrciAL Rebolotionb 

Urn qnestioQ of imposing eoilective fines in the prevume wes diaensacd on a*. 
non-oAcial resolution. The resolntion, which was moved by Eat Haremdremalk 
Chonodkury (Prdgresdve Ooalltioo), expresses the opinion that edlective fioca ahontd 
not he iapoM on those anaa wlim offendaia have not been or eonld not ha 
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of them might be mettera of oninioo of Dr. Mookeijee on the xbUtion 
between him end the Go?emor« Hr. Hnq thought that thia wee e eonfuaion of 
feete end he did not think that he wee in e poeition to ei?e enj enewer. Mr. 
TamUuddin Khan eked if it wee e feet that in all theee in which the 
Qofernor did not aeoept the edfioe of the Blinietera, he took the Minietere into 
eubeequent oonenltetiona end the Minietere concerned egre^ with the Tiewc of 
the Governor. Mr. Hnq : 1 am not in a position to answer. 

• Fixation of Aorbaob fob Juts CuLnyATiON 

loth. M A R CH i — Hon. Mr. A, K»FazlvX Huq explained the reasons why the 
Jute acreage for the current year had been fixed at eight annas in the 
oonrse of the debate on the detiiand of Hon. Mr. Haahem Ali 
Khan for a sum of Bs. 51,54,000 for^ expenditure under the head 
'‘Agriculture.*’ Mr. Him said that it would have been dangerous if they would fix 
it at lower acreage. He also announced that Government would ensure a fair 
market for -the ]ute cultivators. Mr. Huq also observed that growing of more Jute 
did not mean growing of lees food crops. The Chief Minister also stated that culti- 
vators were free to grow jute on any area of land as they liked. The eight annas 
was however the maximum area on which they were to grow Jute. 

llie Oongress party pressed their cut motion criticising the fixation of jute 
aoreage at eight annas to vote. The motion was however lost by 10 to 78 votes, 5 
members of the Muslim League party as also three members of the Goslition party 
remained neutral, while the European group voted against the motion. All other 
eut motions moved to this demand were also lost, and the entire demand was 
passed. The House then adjourned tili Monday the ^nd. 

Dbi'bntion of Lboiblatobb 

atnd. MARCH A point of privilege as to whether the members of the Bengal 
Legislature, who are now being detained as security prisoners under the Defence of 
India Rules, could absent themselves from the meetings of the Legislature without 
the permisHion of the House, was raised in the AsBemi>ly to-day. Mr. Cham 
CAuadra (Bose Group), who raised this point of privilege, maintained that 
Section 68 (4) of the Act was not applicable in the case of membera of -the Legisla- 
ture, who are now detained under the Defence of India Rules as security prisoners, 
'i'hese members were not willingly absenting iheiiiHelves from the meetings of the 
legislature. The Speaker, Mr. Hyed Nauahtr Ali, said tliat the point of privilege 
raised by Mr Roy was a very important one and that on this point he had also 
received a letter from the iSfieaker of the Orisstt Assembly. He reserved- his ruling. 

Cekburu Motion on the Ministry 

gfivd. & Sith. MARCH What he dcacrihed as a motion of censure on the 
Ministry wss moved to-dsy on behalf of the Muslim league Opposition by Mr. 
Tamiiuddin Khan, ex-Minisier, when the demand for a grant under General Ad- 
minittration waa taken up. Mr. Taiiiixuddin Khan said that his motion was a 
motion of censure and must he taken as such. It sought to raise a discussion on 
“the failure of the Ministry to assume responsibility for the aclions of officers of 
the Government” and charged the Ministrv with **grave constitutional delinquency”. 
The psychological background of this tendency as well as of the perpetration of the 
offence, be said, was provided by **the unnatural political situatiou” arising out of 
the Bengal Ministry's ‘‘adherence to office” in spite of the fact that the ministry did 
not agree with the Government of India in their |>olicy to combat the subversive 
movement following the arrest « of Cungress leaders in August last. Ths Bengal 
Ministr^^did not agree with the Goyeriimeiit of India and yet pretended to carryout 
the latter’a policy instead of boldly avowing their disagreement end gracefully 
atepping out of office. He alleged that inatead of resigning office, the Miniatry bad 
fallen back upon the “dangerous and preposterous alternative” of disclaiming reapon- 
•ibility for the actions of their officers. *‘Mot only by bis conduct but alao byhis 
tttteranees, inuendoea and inainuations the Chief Minister has dieclaimtd reidioiiaibiiity 
for tlte actions of permanent officials on many occasion. If things -coi^]^ like 
this for a little while longer the result will be irretrievable admiiiistrati# Kos ” 

Moving another cut motion. Dr. Aa/inoAsAa Sanyal (Official CoDgittB Parlia- 
mentary Party) demanded that the total number of Insteoces as w^^s epecifio 
detaila In which the “advice tendered by the Council of Miiiitters hair Wn luper- 
■^ed or MOftbl to be modtted to the Domnor in icRud to matteioetititely wi£ia 
tb. «lnUleriel field or niihin the ipeciel rceponaibilitT of the Gofeinor -‘should be 
made known to the Uotue’*. The debate wm adjouroed till the next day, (he 
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the oeneaie notioo wm defeated by 118 to 86 
^ Earopean group voted in favour of tHe motion, wiiile the offleial 
OoDgrcea ^liamentary Party voted agatnat the motion along with the Minieterial 
Fhrty. To-day*i d^te laeted nearly* five houra, more than a dosen apeakera including 
the ieadera of different parliea participating in the diaeuaaion* Ine rcault of the 
voting waa received with loud applauae in the Miniaterial bencbea. 


:ing on the Mualim League Oppoaition party*a motion, the Leader of the 
European group, Mr. David Hendry aaid that *tbe confeaaioiia of the Chief Miniater 
ahowed, not that, he waa being fruatrated by the permanent officiala, but that he 
waa failing to govern and direct th*e adminiairation for wliich he waa reafjonaible. 
The evente of this and the laat aeaaion of the Aaaembly had ahown that not only 
waa the motion -juatified, but that it waa an urgent neceaaity. 

Mr. ffi'roM Sankar Hoy. the Leader of the Official Congreaa Parliamentary 
Party, aaid that the motion waa ill-adviaed and the argnmenta advanced in ite 
favour unconvincing. Hia party, therefore, pro})oaed to oppoae it. He thopght that 
in the preeent circiimatancea no aiiigle party waa capable of deaiing with the 
problema that had ariaen in Bengal. The heat courae would be to form an 
admihiatrative cabinet of all partiea preiwred to work the preaent conatltution, 
excluding, of courae, the Official Congreaa Party. Kffiirta were being made during 
the laat lew daya by aome leading membera of the Legialatiire for the formation of 
auch an all-partica government, but the preaent motion waa a *'bomb ahell*' which 
had apoiled the atmoaphere in that regard. 

Dr. Shyama Praead Mookerjee, ez-Finance Miniater and Leader of the National 
Party, aaid that the reaponaibility for atriking at the root of the conatitution did not 
seat on the Chief Miniater, but on the Governor. He added that he waa Criticiaing 
the Governor, not in hia peraonal capacity, but aa part and parcel of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal and aa the head of the* executive of the Province, and claimed that 
he conld do ao. He concluded with an appeal for unity among the Hindua and 
MmalinM in view of the preaent criaia. 

WHidiiig up the debate on behalf . of the Oppoaition, Mr. H, S, Suhrawardyt 
Deputy Leader of the Mualim League Parliamentary Party, aaid that they were 
anxioua to come to an agreement with any group that could deliver the gooda 
and pool all their reaourcee for the liettermeiit of the province, but they refiiaed 
to be made pawns in a political game. Dr. Bbyama Praaad Mookerjce was not 
lerioui when he made the appeal for unity between Hindua and Miialiroa. On 
the pies of unity Dr. Mookenee, said the ai^eaker, wanted to create diauiiity among 
the Miialima eo that hia community mig'«t rule in Beiigal. 

Replying to the debate, the Chief Miniater, Mr. Fazlvl Huq aaid that he waa 
prapared to take the fuileat reaponatbility for the acliona of oflicera of the 
Government in ao far aa he found that thoae officera bad cariied out their dutiea, 
true to the traditiona of Britiab rule, and of the traditiona of juatice, humanity, 
eqnity and rigiiteouaneaa. But he did not wiah to encourage the idea that ofliciala, 
Indiana or Europeana, conld flout public opinion and in the ezerciae of their dutiea 
trample upon the righta and libertiea of the |>eople. 

I'he cut motion moved by Dr. Nalinakskya Sanyal (official Congreaa) by 
which he demanded that the' total number of Bf)ecific inatancea in wliiciv "the 
advice tendered by the Council of Miniatera had been auperacdcd or aougbt to 
be modified by the Governor in regard to mattera entirely within the miniaterial 
field or within the apecial reapoiiaibiltUeB of the Governor * waa negatived liy 
the Houae by 101 votes to 87. , ^ 

Other cut motions also having l>een lost, the main • demand under ^'General 
AdmiDiatration** waa then voted without a cut. I'he Houae then adjourned. 


iNGIDEKTB IW NOARHALI 

Mth. MARCH .—Moving a cut motion in the police budget of the Government 
of Bengal for 1943-44, Mr. Harendra Kumar Sut ((.Iffi^sial Congreaa) allegeii that the 

S iliee had utterly failed to enforce law and order in catu^a where militaiy were 
volved. He iwerred to sn incident In a village in Nuakliaii J’iatrict and said 
that the police there felled to give protection to unarmed villagere. 

Hw ObM MlBiiter, Mr. ii. iT. Mid th»t be .m, .ware of Uia 

iaeidai( io Ko.kb.li Dtolrict where militery people bed commitled ecU wbleb 
wonalcd to aa oSkoee oMler the lodiao PensI CSode. A meKieteriel enquiry we. 
iaoMdiately bald oad attbonkh the ia.in idleK»fion* "«• «®«!d 

Mt bo . proMenrton b cMO M there eould be op r^tiieotioB. All ttet they eoold 
do WM to pay ooMpMMttoo to the ntetiooa of four pareoDa who had kwt their 
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IItm In ootiMqaenee of the firing. In another Ineldenl the miliinrj onthoritics 
permitted the men concerned to be tried by on oidioerj conrt end tbgy wen 
eoofieted. 

WoiiBv Killbd Ddbiho SBOonwe PEAcnnoB 
Mth. MARCH Two women were killed ee m reenlt of pnetice ihooting in the 
ovecueted ereo in tSonorpur Tbnne, 24-PerKnoM Dietrictk according to the Qilef 
Miuieter, Mr. Faalui Hug, repljing to a qaeaiion to-day. He added that moMorea 
had been taken hy the armed forcea concerned to indicate the area within which 
firing waa to be confined in each a manner aa to minimiae the riak of 
an, Oh aceldenta. 

In connection with the caae in which one Jfanindra Chandra Da$ of Bndhair, 

E riice atation Burichang, Tippm, waa. alleged to hate been ahot dead by a 
uropean aoldier at Malnamati, Tippera^ Mr. Hno aaid that the caae waa already 
in the file of the aeaaiona judge, but owing to the aoaence^ on actire aerriee at the 
front, of the principal military proaecution witneaaea. it had not been poeaible to 
pieaent the whole evidence in court and the trial had been conaequently delayed. 


Black MaBKvr and Pbofitiibino 

I7th MdRCH ^ a majority of 10 votea, a cut motion moved by Mr. iT. J. 
Hamilton (European Group) in* connection wiu the budget demand under the head 
'‘Extraordinary Chargee in India”, oenauring the Government for alleged failnm to 
deal with black marketa and apecnlatioo in and hoarding of foodatuffi, waa rejected 
thia afternoon, the votiha being 109 to 99. The motion waa aupported by the 
European Group, the Mualim League Opposition and eight aohcduled caate 
^«jabera,4n oppoaition, ifhile it waa oppoaed by the Miulaterialiat party and 
the membera of the official Gongreaa Group. 

Mr. Kiran Shankar Roy, Leader of the Oongxesa Parliamentary Party, aaid 
that th«y were not aatlafied with the Cabinet aa thpy thought that the food question 
had been bungled them. They, however, did not approve of a vote of eenanre aa 
a method of reahumiug the existing Ministry. They were for a Cabinet eonaiating 
of repieaentativea of aJl parUea and they were prepared to work for its constitution. 
Mr. Roy asked the Ohief Minister to take the House into hia confidence and say 
whether he waa being frustrated by the permanent officials. 

Mr. David Handry, leader of the European group, aaid : *T want to make it 
quite clear that this cut motion is not a coodemnstion of the new Ibod Minister who 
haa Just taken over the new portfolio. Thia is a condemnation of black marketeers 
and speculators who are depriving people of their food, and a oondemnstion of the 
Ministry which has done nothing to stop tliem. We are not condemning the culti* 
valor who holds on his paddy, for he haa Ifist hia confidence^ and Government atate- 
menia in the past and present have tended to increase that loss d 
to restore it. He knows perfectly well that when hia paddy goes to the hoarder 
higher price it will not in any way go to the benefit of the peofde. The confidence 
of the cultivator can be restored, and that can very well be done by propaganda 
and perauation. So far nothiua has been done in the direction.” 

Continuing, he aaid that this problem had not come upon the prowince ovei^ 
night It must have been brought about by the peraistent milure of the MiniaCry aa 
at present constituted to take any tfibetive action or any action against those aoeial 
topora who were driving the country into a state of desperation. 

Mr. H. 8, Snhrawardg began by saying that the Ministry had not only failed 
in its food policy but had deliberately aupported blaekmarketeers and hoardara. He 
did not know where the leader of the Congress group waa when the problem earns 
up before the House last year. He seemed to be of the opinion that evils had come 
upon Jthem only since the eataMiahmept of the Directorate of Oivil Buppliea. Hd 
wSuidftiike Mr. Boy’s mind back a little further. One might trace it hmg h 
eu^ a^directorate waa even thought ot The price of sugar waa first i 

later came fibe control in price of rice. Kerroite wore issued and not 

could got ahgar without permits. The Ministry, it waa well«koown, fmedbred wHh 
Ike leane of permits. There used to he long queues of applieanta lor 
More and in the House of the Hon. Minister in oharia ol the 
g^Eieteta Including tiie Hon. Chief Minister. 


i Mr. Bnhrawardy. Mr. Kuan Banker Boy 

that JM) or 85 ahope allotted to Kali l^u waa done lor the 

I el <Rvil Buppliea. There waa no Dlrvctorate then in esl 
coeidttot get thrir auiqdica, but Kali Baku could 
'Udllr. Key expect the r* 


al one tlme^ Did _ _ 

XaU Baku and other Mmiitea of tibe 


of the 


toballive 
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Wha to tUs Bdtn. b b» bU Son t 

Dr; Sangui : Ha to-yoot fHnd abn. 

Mr. Suhrawardp-Dt. Sanyal to aattaaly atlatalMi. 1 haaid Ua aam tai l 
hm nol leeD him. 

. . Stthimwtfdy nid, timt blMlMn«rM: ultiled. Umg 

btfom tlM Director of CSvfl Btipplies oamo into eKietonoe. And then hMur ontnet 
“‘•WlAed after thttJpinM^nto came into eriatenoe atarteA^CUeatta^ 
the dtf of palaM l^me the dty of Wgan. filaek-raarketi had baeome the elan- 
davd feature of the Minieirj. They had oeaaed to be a aeiindal and they htd eeuMd 
even to be a crime and they were oonaidered a 4soAoomitant of the* Ifintitty ao IdDg 
ae It remained in power. 

PuHiBB IBB HoanoBae 

p^ueemR the queatioo of h^rdinx and apeeuladon. Mr. 8ohniward|f laid thei 
due thing uractiBed by peieona. who had traded in iloe befoie ahonld haee bemi 
•topped right from, the Wmning^ HoaHing waa alwnye a graae .danger ; it WM 
reapcNiaible to the a^dfen wi^dra^l dqtimd amount of riee from mnlatlOB.. 
People who did'.not widi' to hoard anything began keeping baok good' emomii ol 
me. In conMue^ more and more at £e eeaenthiroommoditlfa were withdmwn 
from' the. matket. The daDgeroua< nature d hoaidi^ ahoitid have been leaHaad Ivchbi 
the aery beginning. They of the lioalem Leagne fttty drew pointed attentton to it 
and! auggeated rem^lea. Unfbrtnnatdy thaoe atepa nefer were adopted and hoanUng 
had continued' until the preaent time. The reaeon to the Goaernment not aMring 
the people into coniidenoe 

Dr. Sanyal Who are the biggeel hoiideie T Aee eot thoaa Buiwpame the 
higgMMa hoardeia T 

Mr. Suhrawardy v It doae aot matter who aee the biggeet hoaidin. fitepe 
mutt be* taken againat the biggeat hoardm aUhongh they may be Uie biggeet penene 
in. the eommerend held. What wae die uae. of bdtng the laet ndo-Tite atep m Ihiii 
matter T It wee no nee oomteg to the Bonee and a t t a mptfa g to waah ona-aall el Ida 
paat. gufrt. The oo-operalion of the peofile wae ofited. It wae atatdi that ‘ 
faeleiim to political partiee and therotee tMr eto waa not aeoeptwi. Tbe_ 
majortw the people of thin naorhiee betoegei either to one or tte other 
paaito They were kept onteiib^ the CkyNsement beiiig all aipng the eole 
Mee of the politM the^t 

'*Oor people”, edd Mr. Sohiewaidy, ”aiopelieBt. they oee etana they eea < 
mil iuksIdiB b«t a time oomii when their igaeeetntiim ia bound to inmk tka hoi 
of law and order. And when it pa ai ed beyond endoeeoee you 

areoD end ciimee wbicb hare elriidy eoeBueneed. la it not tbL. . 

waa done, aomelhiog d r e etic— end the only way it eaa be done la lor the Mlnleiiy 
to reafiee what it haa done end eufer if neemaery aaH^hemolatlon to the nod of 
the people end ne e penance lor ite own erimee f 'HieHoo. Cfliid Miaiater deal i 
nppaar to appreakte meae payehotogy. Faopla can bear up to a peial. It they ^ 
reipaei for ihw end aetabiiabed order than no realraiot can poailbly ba pnion r 
1 hoi^ tha Mittiitry will not bring the country to that eony paaa. 

Fboplb Waiitbd CaesoB 

Mr. Bntowwly .totod tl^ ^y wwto rt lh« 

pat ia 




bate of the (toacM pump wtao ho ttatod that a Amm a^U b. ifftm 
aaw Miidilw fonSvil Bappitoi. Tho rwr tort that Mr. B aart too bad b«a 


Tba rwy faat ibat Mr. B aart iw M ^ ^ 

ehaqRa of tbo dopaitMnt waa Itoall a awMn. bb pridn irior tor h to iMwap^ 
tMoa. Bat U ll£^«ai olloard to |0 aaMOM^ tbia rt wary top o Mb^ 
wildit be put ia Aarpa of a aaa jportfoliend than j awto wi ior Hriag 

Mwaaham Aj*rt from that mTBwuiIw wae to wkraiW;*^ 

toefcptaoa Tba Raiatot whom bt had apwwdrf wa. Ma aettoapa. aad birraii ill 
the leinialefe bee Joint le a ponaihtlity for the eate dame by ihe otli^ bo 

ooeld aawUaMaSoftti la^Maaibility aad <d bto^liapp tt m 
mtoM^BwMwhe woaidatktoaBoaMtobtliwaUm Btot.B} WT «>■} 
of toto HMa^aw naaawHap oatoUa. ^ 2!}**!^ K ^toPB* toll 

tha Moatowa aad Phowa that Mr. Boa aad fia Mtiitolry did aM i 
draaa anSTpaopto. Htoa Mtotot ry haTaB joyad IBa waWaa atof f 
Mr; Map woelS^bara a battor l a eaptiB a .frma Ibaw aatry. t baa 
wtoiatoeladtop oatofUamtototoia HP . aoald 
pri^t not ggjMl fc«* 
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mil— he would ntlra bold to nf lb«t Mr. Hod did not enjoy the oonfidenfe of the 
HIndos M well. Wbererer they 'had gone and talked about the Hindu-Mualim 
aettlement, they had found the Hindiia apeaking bitterly about the present 
Ministry. - Mr. Huq and his friends were all exposed, because all the ooromunitiea 
both inside and outside the House were now aware that Mr. Huq ehanged his 
opinion as it suited Iris (prospects. He zegretred that some Hindu leaders were still 
utilising Mr. Huq. 'I*hey were propping him up beeaiise it was adrantageous to do 
ao. Mr. Huq the cither day stated that he would get 50,000 men supporting him. 
Mr. Snhfawardy did not tiiink that Mr. Huq would get the support of those 
Hindus who belicTed in Hindu-Moslem settlemeiit. He did not think that he would 
get the support of that rest and growing majority of the Hindue who believed that 
.there ehould he a settlement as early as possible between the Congress snd the 
Moslem league. It was the sumiort of those few who believed that this Ministry 
ought to coiitintie because through Mr, Uuq they could preserve their influence on 
the administratiOD of the country. 

Proceeding, Mr. i^uhrawardy said Uiat Mr. Kiran Sankar .Boy had said that 
if Mr. Huq went out. Sir Naarnruddin would come into the picture. Could he 
have the support of the Hindns T They could not, said the speaker, answer that 
question. But they could make it plain that they were going to make a determined 
^ort to secure the co-operation of the Hindus. For the last five years the Ministry 
ill Bengal had dci>ended and relied only upon the support of one community. If 
the reins of the Government were placed in their hands, whether it wsa the party 
of Mr. Roy or the euapeiided Congress Party or the party led by Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mo^kerjee, it should be thcii endeavour, even if they did not succeed, in securing 
their do*operstion. The other day, Dr. Mookerjee jeered them slating that the 
Moslelh licagiie Party igpproachea them with a proposal. Perhaps Dr. Mookerjee 
thought that by giving out tliat news he would be able to exi>ose them .ehoiriag 
that the Moelem League intended to make friends with the Hindus. Thai waa 
entirely micunderatanding the position of the Moslem Leagne. Dr. Mookerjee 
perhaps believes that the Moslem League Tarty was a blood-ttiiraty organisatiou 
and was out to rob the Hindus. They bad been making speeelms in mofusail 
to flod out what the Muslim community thought and he could tell the House that 
whorever they had spoken of tlia Hhidu*Muslim co-operation— that in this country 
they had got to live side by side— the Muslim community bed oupported them and 
bad applauded them. The Moslem community had endorsed their efforts to bring 
about peace between the Hindus and Muslims and establish communal harmony. 
They bad tried desperately for it not because they wanted to get power but because 
tbay felt that Hindus and Muslims must get together. Tliey had felt that ao long 
as Mr. Huq was there, so long the Hindu party could utilise him, there was very 
little efaauce of a compromise between them. A compromise and an honourable 
uuderstanding could come, if that impediment was removed. It was often said that 
the British Government could remain in power only by dividing the Hindua and 
Muslima. That was exactly the position here. They could come to an agreement 
if that partkttlar pecacm was not propped up. He could make this declaration with 
a full sense of responaibility of the Muslim League that should this impediment be 
removed they would sit together and on the part of the Muslim League there could 
bp no atoue uniumed to come to an agreement between the Hindus and 
the Mualima. He therefore urged the House to support the motion of censure on 
thp Ministry, 

The Hon. Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, Chief Mihlster said that Mr. Bohrawardy |hm 1 
concluded his remark by saying that so long/as a particular individual, Mr. 4^ 'K. 
F.*siiil Huq, was alive there would be no pease in Bengal and there waa hardilp any 
proebeot of a stable and useful Government Mr. Suhrawardy waa in a coibihunt- 
eative mood this morning because be was apparently in high spirits that j|ie dis- 
tolutiOn of this cabinet' was at hand and that be would have ouce again Hi oppor- 
tunity of havitfg the commerce iKirtfolio.” 

^*I do not know if the House is aware,” Mr. Huq said, that Mr. Suhrawardy 
is a mao wtio thrcMighout has shown hostility towards me aspecially of a personal 
ebaraotar. 

Mr. H. Snhrawardw : Mr. Speaker, every time when atatements have baeii 
mads ragarMng hia politioal eondnot Mr. Fastnl Huq has replied by personal attacks 
and personal iaaiBimliona. '' 

Mr. 1 1^1 not nUow that 

Mr. nzM Huq : I mvtJM you without going into details l^t his hostOity 
to BM has been tfaditeuft. iHa hoa mum mia aad an opportunity of doing ham to 
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WB, Mid bt hM dellwed a •peeeh tcHdaj full of tobom of a imhomI 

DOl Ml a iNiblie laao or leader of a eommimitj or a party. I- woold.. e|i|ieal la I 

who KO In the aane lobby with Mr. Bnhrawardy to-day If tbqp. laally aad aineanly 
bdloTe that my peraonal preaaoee In the cabinet or the feet that^ I- aai iUiriltfe eaa 
ever be taken to be an obetaele to good Qovemment and' proaperity of BeafEal. If 
"*ade to diaaoeUte themeelvea from the oboervatloM which have heea 

Aa roKavda the main qnestion Mr. P. N. Baneriee had replied and he had toM 
that wiratever miKht be the preaent oondition of amirB. however nnaatlefaetory the 
Department of Civil SoppHea might have been, it waa hardly inatlBable and fair to 
throw the blame on the Miniatry for what bad been done or what had not been done, 
for what had ooearred due to circiimitanoei over which the Miniatry had no eowtaol. 
It waa obviona that at a time like thia and when they were faeed with an imminent 
enemy invaaion, the Miniatry felt that It would not be proper for the Minlater wto 
had practically no knowledge or experience ot bnaineaa to interfere with what tho 
Director of Civil Bappliee had been doing or to throat thdr own opinion to mo 
fioation or amendment of the policy that waa laid down by the Civil Suppilai Din 
toratei '1116 Directorate waa headed by one of the moat amiiient Indian Civil Barvi 
man. Whatever hia faulta might be, he had a reputation of being a vary*raaoacoafiu 
energetic and honest public aervant. Hia devotion to duty waa well known and 
they all thooght— when hia name wee auggeetad for the poet of the Diieotor of Civil 
Soppli«a<^that the matter would be in a aafe hand. Mr. Pinnell had before hlar 
examples of what had been done in England. He tried to follow tha 
bad been adopted in the Uuited Kingnom with each modification aa waa i 
for the peooliar circa matancaa of Bengal. 

Dr. Sanyal :~Who told you that t . ^ 

Mr. Huq : That ia my information,.! got the information from Mr. 

Mr. Huq said that be wee not defending what Mr. Plnnall had don^ bat n 
waa defending the officer, Pinnell. The Miniatry truated that he would bo 
able to do aomething to meet tha cxigciieiea of tha aituatioii. Mr. 
aaaiated by Indian membera of tha Civil Berviee who bad great laputotion babied 
them aa buco^uI public aervanta. The miniatry thought the policy they bod 
formalated would be the beat policy in the oircumataooea that baa ariaan. 

A vaitse : They were not trustod. . ^ ^ ^ ^ .i « u 

Mr. Huq : No, they were truated. We have to taka them into iroat and II tt 
ia found that the policy that they have undertaken had not mat with ooiwow 
anceaae, the Miniatera cannot be blamed of that failure. Apart from the qneattM 
of poliey, it ia true that at the preaent moment the aituaiion ia very 
cany to formulate a obarge-aheet againat the Miniatry upon a ^airie whion at UjO 
preaent moment ia drawing the attention of every Indian nod European. U to aajr 
to draw a coneluaion in condamoation of the Miniatry for all that have been done 

^ not for a moment,*’ Mr. Huq Gootino^, “minlmlm .***•. 
tho altoation. If there haa been a failure, aod If the Houae 
waa due to what the Miniatry haa done. It ia not for me 
lliey Bhould be examined. So far aa lam m 

nava teoee of reaponaibility that I have never 

Siond ap p l a nae from the Miniaterial beochea^ and counter {eeringa from Uio 
OppoBition 



. _ _ my 

oooatftule m Natiooal Government. 
••T ...A. TYntiM* Mr. 


BOO fat M 
I lomatlOB 



295 . THE BfiNGAL IMIBLATIVE ASSEMBLY i OAicoTrA- 


ilia eattidmea of IIm nevbec^ of thb Heaia or for Ihatvatler of^my eouatryman.” 
(AppUm). 

Mr. Faghd ATtfa ndd that It was not a aatiafactory state of things at a time 
whan the situation waa so serioas-^withoat bavInK a proper machinery of Gorern- 
ment. It was now proper at present to hare a party system of Goyernmeot. 
Party system of Gorarameut was bound to give rise to bickerings, charges and 
oonnter«ehaiges on the floor of this House. Mt is a time,** Mr. Huq said, **when 
the bestr talents in the oonntry should be harnesed to the cause of the province. 
It Is a time when everyone should give up all considerations, party or otherwise, 
put their heads together to find out ithat is rthe best remedy for the present state 
of thiim in this country.** 

«*So far as this is concerned, ** Mr. pit>ceeded, **1 have pleaded for the 
formnlaBon of a complete National Government. I am saying this now. This is 
not the first occasion that 1 am saying this. I have been saying it for month 
after month, week after week. 'If 1 am a hindrance, I am preparra to walk out. 
I do not wish to he a hindrance for the formation of a complete national cabinet 
In BengAl. If it be the opinion of Mr. Suhrawardp that for its formation I should 
be blot out of eiistence 1 am prepared to take that fate. I do not want to be 
there where I am not wanted*, fiut 1 would say if at any time it is felt that 
my services are necessary they will be 4t the dispossl of my countrymen in sny 
way they would like, me to eerve them.** 

. Proceeding, Mr. FazlyX Huq said that Mr. Suhrawardy had atated that Mr. 
Hhu ‘had never asked for their coKH>crstion or the co-operstioii of the public in 




that they wanted to have their (Muslim League) cooperation. But for varioua 
reaaona known to himself, Mr. Suhrawardy could not condescend to give the 
benefit of hie eervice. The question of fo^ supplies, the question of necesseries 
of life could never be a party question. **rt is a matter of vital importanee that 
we ehould always place it beyond party or sectional polities. From that point of 
view it ie eesentially necessary that there ahould be a non-party cabiiiat in power.’ 

Aa regards the cut motion he had already submitted that although things 
wm unsatisfsotory snd although it might be that the Ministry should have 
interfered or st least intervened in what was being done, nothing would be gained 
by raerdy paeiiig a vote of censure. **1 submit,’* he said, '*we are here to bear 
great responsibility. We have never for a moment assumed to ourselves the 
position that we alone can solve the problems. But we have done, we have tried 
to our best under most difficult circumstances and if theie are people who can 
do better, it is for the party. 1 shall be ready and willing to cu-o()erate and bring 
into operation any bill for meeting the eitiiatioii with wtiich we have been faced.’* 
(Applause snd cheers). 

The cut motion • was then put to vote snd lost, with the result stated. 
The Houee then adjoiirped till Monday the 29lh. » 


c Mr. Huq Bbsions— His Statbmbnt 

IMh. MARCH The Hon. Mr. A. AT. Fatlul Huq resigned his office as Chief 
Hinisrer. He handed iu his resignation last night and the 'resignation wss accepted 
^ the Governor. This information was diaoiosed in tbie Assembly by Mr. 

FaidiU Huq this morniug when the Houee met to consider budget demande 
lor grants. 

■Mr. ^JSu&*s resignation followed * a niuety-mkiute talk with H. E. 
the Governor last night during which a long discussion took place about the 
. formation of * a National Cabinet. Mr. Huq gave in the . Assembly tl^ eertalo 
■detaile of these iUecnesione end added that he would mAke a further eiatemont 
on 'hit return from Ilelhi, whither he wee proceeding to-morrow night. 

Mr. Huq had been the head of three eucoessive Minietries in 
Bengni nnd the preaent one was formed in December 1041. Last week two 
molioai of ceneure were moved against the Minietry in the Assembly. Both of 
them vwen loot bnt tilie Government’s rngforlty on the eecond oceseion was 
xedoead from 80 to 10. 

BtfoK the bntiaaM ni tiM Boat, wm Ukwi apb Mr. Ktron ShatUMr Rom, 
ImSm of th. offid.1 Ommmi . PuUuMBtar; Forty, Mid that tho ri^WM ■«« 
with tho nuooor tbot tho oQld Mioiolor hod ttodod bio looisaotioa. Ho wmM 
to kMw if it WM 0 fo^ Mr. Rm oioo wootod to koow oodor whOt eireooMloooto 
^ Ohiof Mtolit M^^ ood forthw whollMr Uo i«ri|to*tloo ptoot tfco 
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RMyI®K Jo Mr, Kiron Shmnksr Boy, Mr. FaMltU ffuq Mid: **l .woiild hofo beoo 
to My mythioe. But m a pointed queetion hM been put to me by tfes 
Lmder of tbe OongreM Party, 1 feel I owe it to the House to take it Into my eon- 
fi^oe end to etato the faota. It it true that lest night 1 wm soot lor by the 
Governor, and I was with him from 7-80 p. m. to over 9 p. m. A long disousslon 
took plaoe about the formation of a National Cabinet and various proposals were 
put forward, some of which I could not accept consistent with my self-rMpeeU Hie 
Ei^lency the (tovernor suggested to me that I should formally tender my resig- 
nation, and L said that I could not do so unless I had time to consult my luurty and 
my oollMgues, To this, the Governor did not agree and I had iu sign a letter of 
resignation. I do not wish to disclose any further details just now and I' wish to 
make a further statement on my return from Delhi, where I am proceeding to- 
morrow night. The letter of resignation which 1 was persuaded to sign in order 
to make the formation of a National Government possible at the earliest, has been 
accepted by His Excellency, and the letter of acceptance reached me at about 10 
last night. In spite of all tliat has hapitened, I maintain and 1 am conftdent, 1 
still enjoy the confidence of tlie majority of the House. I'lierefore my answer is that 
I have tendered my resignation and that the resignation haa been accepted. As 
regards the circumataneee, 1 have made a statement, and 1 would defer a detailed 
statement to a suhsttinent date.** 

Mr. K, 8, Roy : What is the })osition of the Oabinet in view of your 
reply ? 

Mr. Huq Mid that the constitutional position was that with his resignation 
tpso Jacto the Onbinet went. 

''Whether my colleagues go out of the Cabinet and formally tender their 
resignation, it is not for me to say. So far as I sm coiiccrned. f nave tendered 
my resignation and that resignation has been at'cepted,** Mr. Huq added. 

Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal (Ofiicial Congress) : Is it a fact that the letter of 
resignation was kept typed and ready at Government House for your signature 
and that you were also asked to choose between signing that letter niia being 
dismissed ? 

Mr. Huq : If my friend, Dr. Sanyal puts that question to me as n member 
of this House and claims the privileges of the House to have that statemeiii from 
me, I have to make a statement. Of course, if he insists, 1 will do that. 

Dr. Sanyal : 1 do, Sir. 

Mr. Huq : It is true tliat a letter of resignation was ready tyiied. ( Cries of 
**Bhame, shame** from the Ministerialist Party and the Congress henenrs ). 

Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali ( Muslim League Opposition ) : On yo»r 
suggestion ? ( Cries of **iio, on** from the MiniBleriaiist Party benches ). 

Dr. Sanjml ( to Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali ) : Would you kindly 
enlighten us f 

Proceeding, Dr. olwerved : In tbe circumstances, we feel that the 

House would be unanimous in demanding ths recall of the* Governor, Sir John 
Herbert, ( Cries of "hear, hear** from the Ministerialist Party benches ). Would 
you, Mr. Speaker, let us know the procedure for that 7 

The hoii Speaker ( Mr. Syed Naueer Alt ) : Order, order. So far aa the bual- 
ness of the House is concerned, let us finish it. I do not mean tbe business of 
the agenda. Let us see what we can do now. Whether there can be any recall- 
ing of the Governor that is n separate matter. You rosy consider it on a subse- 
quent ocension. Now, Mr, Huq, rosy I know from you, what is the ptwiilon m 
regards Ministers* responsibility T Is it joint or several or joint and aeveral f 

Mr. Huq : Joint and seveml Under the elrcnmstnnces m n mat^ of fact, 
oonstiintloiially the Oatonet ought to be funetue offieio with my resignatitro. I am 
not aure at this moment whether any formal resignation baa^n tenaerra by the 
other Ministers. Bo far as 1 nm concerned the matter is fliiijhM. « i • 

Dr. Sanyal : *n view of this statement of the Chief Miuistw, we ImI thnt 
the Boom can no longer proceed with the Budget disciiMion and therMore, na 
want ftfit bf all a vote of eoofidence to be moved in tbe Chief Minister, Mr. A. h* 
Pazlul Huq nnd his Cabinet oolleagues. (Crlea of ‘‘liMr hMr** from the Miniar 
teriaiiat Party benchea ). I therefore give you, Mr. Bpeaker, due nottce 
just now, immediately after the atetenient and 1 would reqnest yon to p 
furtitor Bndgrt unttl U»e dtopcl of timt motion <»■“; »«■ , 

Mr. Huq : At regaide the Budget cannot some other Minleter nmve ii T 

( OriiS “ho on" from all sides of the Uonee ). ku 

Tte : In view of the atatement made by the Gbiif Mwialar Iwl am 
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iMlgDfttion hat been aooepted end theft in Tiew farther of the feet theft the reapon- 
M&ij of the IHniatry le idtnft end ee?^ the Mlnle^ in my oidnlon, hee emed 
to exiet Ooneeenentlj, no bnalneae of the Honee whetaoofer ean be treoeeet^ 
nnleae e new Minietry ie formed. The Honeeb I dedere, eftende edtemed for n 
fortnight. 

Appuoatiov ov Bbo. 03— Official STATmnvr 


flet* MABCH ^-Hie EzeeUeney the Governor of Bengal brenght into foree 
the profiaione of Section 99 of the GofernmeDt of Indie Act 1936 end took 
Mon himietf the edminiaftretion of the provinoab ennonnoad e eommnniqne from 
Government Honaa, Oelontte. 

Nemting the eviMite leading np to the preaent denaion bringing into foieo 
the proritiona of Section IE. the OommnniqQe aeM : 

On Sunday the 28th March, the hon’ble the Chief Minielcr, Mr. K. Fantul 
Httg, in order to enable the exploration of the poaaibili^ of re-Sorming the 
Miniitry on a wider and more ' atabie bmia tendered hie reaignatloa to Hie 
BxoelienGy,yWho accepted iw On Monday, the 29th Maieh, Eb .Hag announced in 
the Aaaemoly that be had realgned. On the qoeation being raiaed whether the 
other membera of the Oounoil of Miniatera were competent to function, the Speata 
expraaaed the view that they were functui qffleio, and ateted that aa there aeemed 
to be no Mipiaftry, the Aaaembly atood adjourned for a fortnight. The effect of tbia 
order of adjournment were that the Aaaembly could not^ without legal queatloo. 
lanaaembled before the let April. 

The 29 March had bean Axed by Hie Excellency aa the final date for voting 
of demanda for gianta for the financial year 194344. Hia Excellency waa adriaed 
that unleaa the Miniatry could aecure the agreement of the lagialature before the 
let April to demanda for gran ta there would, after that date,l>e no lawful anpply 
available for the administration. Meanwhile, following Mr. ffuq*§ etatement regarding 
hia leaignation, the other Ministers mreaen ted to Hia Excellency that they consi* 
dered themaelvas to have demitted office and they subsequently formally tendered 
their resignationa, which Hia Excellency accepted. 

Hia Excellency found himaelf on the 31st March without a nriniatry and in 
a position where it was impossible to put through the Assembly the remaining 
demands for grants before the lat April. Emergent action to secure supply before 
that date thus became ^an imperative necessity. Having explored alternative possi- 
bllities, His Excellency has had no choice ‘but, with the utmost reluctance^ to bring 
into foipe the provisions of Section 93 of the Government of India Act, 19^. He 
has, therefore, issued the necessary proclamation. under that section and taken upon 
himself the administration of the province. 

His Excellencv proposes as soon as he is satisfied that a stable and repre- 
sentative Ministry is avidlable which commands the confidence of the legislature 
and is willing to assume the responsibilities of office, to revoke the proclamation. 
1ft is the earnest desire of His Excellency that ftlie emergency administration under 
Section 93, which was introduced primarily to resolve Uie difficulties relating to 
supply, should be replaced at the earliest .possible momeqft by a regularly consti- 
tuted Ministry. 

Haw Ministry Foriibd— Official Announcbmint 


94th. APRIL The Governor of Bengal revoked to-day, with the concurrence 
of the Governor-General the Proclamation bringing into fdroe in Bengal the provisions 
of Section 93 of' the Government of India Act 1935, which was issued on March 
31, 19411 This was announced in a Proclamation by H.' E. the Governor to-day, 

Hft Excellency appointed the following as members of Aia Council of 
Ministers, with the * portfolios mentioned against them : ( 1 ) Uwaja Sir 

fiTaafmttddtn— Home Department (including Civil’ Oo-ordinaUon) : (ffi Mr. H. 8 , 
ffttArataardy-^Civil Supply : (3) Mr. T, C, Goaicaini— Finance ; Mr. Tamituddin 
ATAafi— Education ; (5) Mr. B, P. Pain-^mrouiiications and Works (fi) nan 
Bahadur if. A, HuaMMomuddin HiMaatn— Agriculture (including Rural Rec^s- 
truction): (n Mr. farakanath JfnAeriea— Keveiiue (including Evacuation and 

Relief) ; (8) aAon Bahadur Nawab Mutharntf Hnsaafo— Judicial and Lsri^tive : 
(9) Khwaja dAaAoAnddfo— Commerce, Labour and Industries (including fhaft- 
war Reconstruction) : 00) Mr. I. fiT. Rnrinaa— Forest and Eiriae ; (11) Kkmt 
Bahadur JaMuddin Aamid^Publio Health and Lo^ Sdf-Qdvemirat: (18) 
Fulin BihaH IfnlffoA-Publicity : (13) Mr. Jagmdra Nath Mandah- 
Oo-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness. 

The new Minisism to^ the oath of office hHlay. 


The Bengal Legislative Council 

UST OF MEMBERS 


I. Khan BABADtrn: M. Abdul Kabim 

g; BfA^ULAHAMOHABHAD AXRAM KhaH 

а. Khab Babadub: Hohamiiad Abaf 

Khab 

4. Kitab Bahadur Ataub Rahman 

5. ]|B. BaNKTU CbABFDRA DAfTTA 

б. Raja Bhubbndra B aratan Sink a 

Bahadur 

7. Mr. D. Oobbn 
a bir. e: a ormond 
a Bbquw Haiiida MomN 
10. Mr. H. G. a. Huitbr 

II. Mr. Humawn Babib 

12. Rai Babib ibpu Bbd6AN Sarkar 

13. Rai Babib Jatindra Moban Ben 

14. Mr. Kadbr Baksb 

15. Mr. Kanax Lal Gorwamt 

16. Alhadj Kban Babadur Bbaikh 

Muhammad Jan 

17. Albadj Kban Bahadur Khwaja 

Muhammad Eamail 

18. Mr. Naqbkdha Narayan Ray 

19. Dr. Radba Kumud Mookerji 

2a Kban Bahadur Rbzzaqul Haider 
Chowdhury 

21. Mb. Sacbindba Narayan Banyal 

22. Kban Babxb Abdul Hamid 

Chowdhury 

23. Kban Bahadur Syed Muhammad 

Ghaziul hdq 

24. Mr. Humayun Rbza Chowdhury 

25. Mb. J. B. Ross 

26. Rai Kebbab Chandra Banebjee 

Bahadur 

27. Mrs. K. D’Rozario 

28. Mr. Khoeshed Alam Chowdhury 

20. Mr. Krishna Chandra Hoy 

Chowdhury, m.b.e. 

30. Rai Manmatha Nath Bobb 

Bahadur 

31. Mr; Mbbbahuddin Ahmed 


1 .32. Mr. Mobamed HoENAnr 
f 33. Mr. NarenAia Cmaedra Uatta 
34. Narerb Natb Mookerjrb 
} 35. Kban Babadur naeiruddin A|iiim> 

I 36. Rai Radbiga Rbebae Boy 

Babaour 

87. .Mr. Ranajxt Pal Cbowdbery 
38. The Hon'ble Mr. Hatybexiba 

chamdra MintA 

h9. Kbae Bahadur M. SaANSUBiOBA 

40. Mr. Sbrisb Chandra CHABRAVBRTf 

41. Khan Babib Bubxdaij Molla 

42. Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw 

43. Kban Babib Abdul Abie 

44. Khan Bahadur Kabi Abdur 

Ba«d 

45. Mr. Abul Quasem 

46. Mr. Altaf Au 

47. Amulyadhan Roy 

48. The Hoe'ulb Sir Buoy Prabad 

Binoba Boy 

49. Mr. Birbndra Kisbobb Koy 

Choudhury 

50. Rai Brojkndra Mohan Maitra 

Bahadur 

51. Mr. Dhirbndba Lal Barua 

52. Uamidul Huq Chowdrury.^ 

53. Kai Habib Joobndra Nath Ray 

54. Mr. Kamini Kumar DimA 

55. Dr. Kasxruddin TalukiAr 

56. Mr. Lalit Chandra Dab 

57. Mr. Latafat Uossain 

58. Mb. Moazzbmali Choudhury obos 

Lal Mia 

59. Kban Bahadur Mukhlbbur 

Rahman 

60. Mr. Nur Abambd 

61. Kban Bahadur Baiybd 

Muazzamuddin Hobain 
I 62. Bib Tuomab Lamb 
i 63. W. F. Scott-Kbrr 


Proceedings of the Bengal Council 

Buda»t SeMioii-Calcutt«-12th, February to 2nA AprU 1943 

CktHDOumcB BBSOLtrrioa ji 

Uemben bdonginn to different pnrtiee in tbe 
eonlT^in p.yi..g tnbntee to the. We nnd J f iS. 

oneniDK ot the Budget eeewon the Council mo w » 
rek^ Ml». Ae • mnif of renpoct to the memor y..of 8ir 'raow w w a 
dtting iLmbor of the tegUlntura the Coonoil wni n^oriwd lot the 4«| «l »• 
nUi without tnuMcting ony bsniMH. 
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Budor mt 2948-44 

iTlii. msOAn Mr. A. JT. tkuUfd Bmq neeiented 11 m Bidgit tstfauAei 
lor 1943-44 which ha hcd on the prarionc dap placed before thiT Lower Honee. 

Then wen nofeioee of es many m nz adjoarament wurtioiM, bet the aeoren did 
not pteu them in the hope that two epecial daia would be allotled for the diieiu- 
•ion of the lood 'and Jute eitaatioii. The Oooneii then adiovnied. 

Fovds fOE Food GsAniB 

leih. FEBRUARY A enpidementary demand for a grant for the encieat year 
amonntiog to orer Be. 9 croree wee pneented by Mr. A. AT. Foefal Huq tonlay. 
Eaplaining the deteils he aaid that more thMn half of this total waa oataide the Mfenne 
aoooant and came under two heade, namely, lolereat-free Advaneea and Loane and 
Adrancea. The demand under the former waa a little orer Ba. 79 lakha. 
including an advance of Ba. 53 lakha to the IMreetorate of Ciril Suppliea for the 
pnxohaae Of foodgraina and the diatribution of impoirtad atocka of auger and an 
adrance of Ba. 16 lakha for the acquiaition of motor vehielea for dvil dmenoe pur- 
poaea. The demand under Loana and Advaneea waa Be. M lakha. The extra 
expenditure waa due mainly to the diatribution of agrlenltural loana on a large 
Boale in arcaa devaatated by the recent cifclone and flood. 

Under the head Famine the demand waa Ba. 481 lakha. TJua waa due to the 
organiiation of large-acale relief meaauxeB in the ^clone-afleeted aieaa. Other lane 
demanda were about Ba. 32 lakha under Extraordinary Ghargea, Be. 214 lakha undw 
PPHce and Ba. 18 lakha under Agriculture. The inoreaae under Extraoidmary Ohargea 
WM due partly to non-votable civil defence expenditure undertaken by the Govern- 


aemag up of a Directorate of Civil 6uppliea» 

Out of the total inoreaae of Ba 2l| lakha under Police, ovet Ba. 13 lakha were 
due to the grant of enhanced dearneaa allowance and the police emergency areaa 
honua. the balance being accounted lor bv the expanaion of the Civic Guarda 
orgauiaation and the riae In the coat of clothing and other materiala. The increaae 
of Ba. 18 lakha under Agriculture waa due to the pnrdiaae and diatribution of oeeda 
of variona kinda of food eropa in connexion with the "Grow More Food” campaign. 

Mahatma Gavdhi’b Bblbabb Ubobo 

19tb. FEBRUARY The Council peaaed a rtaolntion to-day requeating the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to move the Goverament of India for the immediate and nnconditional 
releaae of Mahatma Gandhi. The reaolntioo waa oppoaed by the European membera 
whUe the Modem Leaguera remained neutral. 

Mr, Lalit Chandra Dot, who moved the reaolution. aaid that Mahatmaji waa 
known dtrougbout the world aa the greateat man of the age. He waa now 74 
yeara of age. On humanitarian grounda, if for nothing eiae, he ahould be releaaed. 

Mr. JTamtnt JTumar Duira, leader of the Oongreaa Party, lending hia anpport 
to the motion aaid that the Mahatma waa known aa the greatest apostle of peace. For 
the sake of humanity and for the sake of world peace he ahould be releaaed. His 
death would be an irreparable loss to humanity. Mr. Hamidul Huq Chaudhury, on 
behalf of the Moslem League, aaid that nothing would have given them greater 
pleasure to associate themselves with the resolution, had it not been for the hict that 
Mahatma Gandhi had untetaken the faat in anpport of a polidoal demand on 
which Umy aa Moslem Leaguera ware fundamentally at variance. They had not been 
fbla to mduce Qandhi]i or the Oongreas to accept the Moslem point to view, namely 
the place of Musaalmana in the future constitution of India. Bo it was not easy 
lor mm to lend wholehearted anpport to die teaolntioo. The Moslem Leail^e waa 
not naponaible lor the aituation that had triaen nor bad they the power to secure hie 
release. In view of the polidcal implkation of this last their party would, therefore, 
remaiu nentral. Ehan Bahadur Ataur Bahman, on behalf of the Prqgreaeive Party, 
taid thoni^ they did not share the political views of Gandhiji t&y must ac- 
knowledge hia oontribndona in social and economic apheres. if they would have 
followed the programme of Mabaimaji they would not have faced the nakednaas that 
was staring them. They would anpport the reaoludon. Mr. /. B. Bota, on behalf 
of the European |troup.Tegrelted that hetluwht it hia duty to oppose the reaoludon. 
llie Mat waa nnwtaken by Mahatma Ganahi. aa far aa ha could aea^ from pi^y 
^uolidMl motive, that was to obtain hia ralaaaa. Ha had also said that the fast waa 
cma tf^paoity. And it lamnined with him to call off tfaa Imt if ha fall that it 
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^ whotebem ^ ^nd ^rmment be enlHScd, U i peieM who bed been 
ipoM^ted in the iadpinent of thaw who had ineerwMied himrNwrtad to tot no 
tliet the wntmee or detonUon be wn^led. If lOb the writ of the leRielatiiM in the 
country woold n^ rnn^. It would be e better ceetuie if they eppeeied to Mebetwe 
^dhi to cril tte fwt off. In that eaw toey mpport the reeolntioa. The Hoo'ble 
** « ^ '?'}? ***** *** tlendh^*! aetion woe a proteet a|^at the 

poliey of the Oei^l O^ernment had aothiag to ei^. No PraHiieial Ghwem- 
meat eoald oritipiae tte policy of the Central Governmant But the foet romaiiied 
that t^dhni'a feat bad wt a deep gloom dironghout the country. They folly 
iihAred toAt feelhiK adu as htmiAii oeiogA Aod on bumAnitAriAn ffionnat thof Awo* 
eiat^ themadTea with the, prayer for release. As the Qorernment of Bangnl they 
would forward ^ procerfmsa d the Houw to the Central Oovemment The Home 
At this tUge Adjourned till Mondny, the 22nd. 

Excbbs Dbmakds for 1940-41 

ttnd. FEBRUARY The Gouncil hed a ehori leetion to dAy when the onl? ilenn 
of bueiueee before the Houae wee the eoiieideretion of Exeeu Demende for 1940-41. 
Mr. Nur Ahmed of the Moslem Leegue wee the only epeeker to offer eome 
criticieme. He prefnoed hie remerks by asying thet they were very much oonoemed 
over the condition of one of the greatest men whom Indie bed ever product, who, 
as reported in^ the Frees, was hovering between life and death. Referring to oerUin 
items of the demand, be laid thet they should have been brought before tiie 
House earlier. The Hon. Mr. P. N, Banerjee, who replied on behalf of the (^vernmeiit, 
said that these expenditures were incurred at a time when they were not ministers. 
Btilf, ae Government was a continuous institution they had to own reoponslbiliiy 
for the work of their predecessors. These demands could not 1>e brought up before 
the House earlier as the Auditor-Qenerars report was not received until May, 1942. 

General DisctresioN of Budget 

2M. FEBRUARY Government’s policy in relation to varione departments 
of Administration was subjected to sharp criticism when discussion on the budfmt 
estlmatee for 1943-44 was initiated to-day. Mr. Kammi Kumar Butt, liSader of the 
Oongress party opening the debate, felt that there was no policy behind the budget 
at all. It appeared to him a mere conglomeration of certain makeshift arrange- 
ments. It was no excuse to say, he added, that because it was war time the only 
busihesB of the Government was to make make-shift arrangements and carry on 
the war effort. Mr. Dutt bad no objection to prosecution of war efforts which were 
bound to be carried on. He bad, however, beard people talk glibly of the new 
order. He would like to inquire, were they prepared to welcome ^e new order of 
things T Were then trying to make themselves fit for the reception of the new 
order ? If so, what were the actual facts the province was confronted with T All 
the nation-building departments had been completely starved. Ihere had been 
reduction under the beads. Education, Public Health, Industry and Agriculture. 
Mr. Dutt recalled that certein provisions bad been made for furtheraoce of adult 
education but the amount was not utilised. While this wee the ease ^re, China, 
passing through 'a life-or-death struggle, had not only carried on her education 
but, at the same time, given it a fresh orientaRon on a huge ses1& 

In the domain of public health no provision for oinking tube-wdls in rural 
areas bad been made in the budget on the plea that materials for tube-wells were 
not available. It seemed that eo long as the war lasted the rural people would 
have to go without water 1 The absence of quinine had left the niasees a prey to 
malaria which disease was creating havoc in the countryside, especially In Eastern 
Bengal. Quinine could be produced in the province but no attempt at ^m^a 
plantation had been made. Food problem, Mr Dutt proceeded, was an af^cnltoral 
problem. Had there been an adequate food fdanning, a compr^eneive u ricu^ial 
policy on the pariof the Government in the present sitnatioii would never have arieen. 
Had there been a regular system of marketing imttage ii^nstnet the PUU^ would 
not have been foreea to buy their essential requbhee at fabolwe 
no policy but the policy of drifting. If there was any poliey at ^l« Mr. putt 
would say. it was the ^llcy of scramble for J<^ for the 
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Bi6Mt Of tiiprly hid bcio mortod to ood it oitantly niiilted in the growtti of 
bliek autthm ind proipMrity of prodtein md boirdm. If thiiigi wont on in this 
minnir. Mr. Duti Mt, dooraidij would not bo Tory diitint. If then wni no 
wnj out tho eonntry would woIooiim evon ntioiiiiiR ind oven that would be better 
thin the preient itito of iffuirM. Mr. Dutt lUKKootod more effective eo^rdiniilon 
between the Centre itid proviii-^ee. 'flie eeiitnl eommittee ehould be in touch with 
dietriet emnmitteei whieh ihoold eoneiet of reel repmeiititiTee of the people. The 
whole thioff moet be tiekl«d boldly, honeitly end eineerely. The opeimtlon of 
eztnordiniry Uwe md the Defenoe of India Rnlee which wae the eoneern of the 
piDvincial Government, Mr. Ditt continued, had left no veetige of civil liberty for 
the people. Tlie Provincial Qovemment had never cared to icrutiniM what elaeiee 
of caaee were tried by apeetal tribniiala and apeoial magietretei. There were caaea 
traneferred to apecial tribuoala which ought to nave been tried by ordinary courts 
with tbe right to appeal. Iliere were lapaea on tlie iwrt of the Provincial Govern- 
ment In tiie operation of emeii^eney laws. Bui in the budget ample proviaion bad 
been made for oiling the machinery for the maintenance of law and orderv 

Even during wartime, Kkan Bahadur ' Moaztemuddin Hozzein aaid, tlie 
Government eould have done a lot for the improvement of agriculture and 
indnatriea. By doing ao they could have rendered real aasiatanoe to war efforta. 
Government had, in effect, let alip an escellent opportunity for bettering the 
economic condition of the maeaea. lu order to augment revenuea the Government 
bad aought to impoae taxea on certain kinds of amusements and other heads, 'l^he 
Khan Bahadur would not object to those taxes. Rather the rates propoa^ should have 
been higher and the scope should have been made more extensive by including in It 
taxea on cigar, cigarettes and silk, that would have touched the pockets of the rich 
alone. Advocating the imposition of an agricultural income tax on agrioulturista 
having an income of oyer Rs. 2,000 a year* the Khan Bahadur held that they were 
to-day in a position* to pay the tax, for the price of crcm had risen by two to 
three hnndre<l per cent. He cnaractertsed the failure of the Government to spend a 
part of the proceeds of the Bales tax to the betterment of the people as a “breach 
of faith.'* The Government, he concluded, had not only failed to inititie any 
ameliorative measures but they had definitely ignored the olaims of the maasea. 
Thay were doing practically nothing to relieve the deplorable condition prevailing 
in the country. 

I4th. FBBRUAIIT Speaking on the Budget eatimates, Mr. Birendra Kizhore 
Bay' Chaudkury said that the stop gap arrangement by which the Home Minister 
had to hold tbe Finance portfolio also after the resignation of Dr. Syama Proaad 
Mookerjee should have been replaced long before tbe presentation of the Budget. 
Referring to Oivit Defenoe expenditure, he said that this expenditure should be 
wholly borne by the Central Government. He criticised the activitea of the Civil 
Bnpplias Directorate, which be said, had finled to cope with the sitnation. The 
emergency should have been foreseen by the Government and suitable arrangements 
made. The mnddfe in Civil Supplies Department, which was run by I.C.B. 
officers, was a sad commentary on the vaunted efficiency of the I.O.S. Mr. 
Dhirendralal Barua criticised the absence of any wspecial provision for tbe 
adyaBeemnt of tbe education of Buddhists. Mr. Nur Ahmed (Moslem League) 
eharacterised the budget , aa do-nothing and gloomy from the national poin4 of 
view. It did not eoDtiJn’any scheme for tbe betterment of the masses of which 
the Chief Minister claimed to be the leader. He referred to whit hid been done by 
the Panjab Government lor the improvement of the condition of the masses. 
Khsn'^ieh Abdul Quazem (Moslem LesgneV said that the present supporters of the 
Government esHed themselves progressives, out what they had done was to keep 
in check the ameliorative measures which had been initiated by the previous 
ministry. Hr. Kader Bakzh (Modem League) said that the present Ministry had 
dbown activi^ only in the direction of keeping down their political opponents. 
Mamtana Akram Khan in a satirical speech twitted the Government with 
ncgleeting tlie vlial bread problem. 

t5th. FBBRUARY The present food situation is due mostly to the fact that 
there ia really a al^rtags of available lood-stuffa in the country**, remarked the 
Hon'ble Mr. A. K, Faztul Bug, Chief Minister, in reply to the general diseuesion 
of the budget to-day. With reference to the failure of the Government to deal 
with “blaek nmrketo**, the Chief Minister said that these weie there all over the 
world. **£veii Great Britain is not free from it. lliere are coantries on the 
C^tinent where black markets are posldve scandals. They arise out of tbe fact 
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of other people. It ie di|BeaUto eonM beeenee 
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Government eonld do to control ^eee thinKB wonid be donp. Md ^UraniMt 

“ POMible the ebnormal eitumtiM^t now praveiled 


In the country. 

pie <%M Minister went on that tlieir Md of Usntion wee wr limited 
andaey hed got to meke a .cry earefnl ekoioe. As ^snmstlMa^ 

taxattpn w Inxuriee and anienltaral inepnto, hTinlorm^S^ Hmi2?'tSaiterii« 
Inxnriea Jjiad been under tne Mneideiation of Gofemmeat for some lime neat 
and t^ Ooveminent wh atiil Mnndering the qnemion. As rcftard^tanSoa m 
unenltnrai ineome. a bill mold ha»e been introdneed bnt had^m held up for 
crronm.tancM orer wbioh tbn bad no control. Goremment had howerer not loat 
aiKht of thme two poaMbfe aou^ of rerenue. He indicated that a modaat 
ae^efor MtabUahing communai harmony had be«i put forward and they 
beviA tojte able to take np thi. qmtion and make some becinning before the 
eloM of the prwnt Bnanciai year. He also annonnced that thev had -.e. nomo 
progress toward, materialtaing the idea of haring a fnll-iedged FiaWy Department 
in the prorinee. Reference had been mmle, continnad the Obief Miniatar. to certain 
confidential eireuiara in (mnezion with Home Gnarda to the ellbot that Govern- 
2?"i to dietrict authorities tut only persona recommended by the 

Hindu M^aaabha Uould be jreerui^. Ihere was absointoly no baaie tor sneh 
a rumonr he Mid. With regard to the criticiam that there wm no p o l«« y t»«til».t 
^ bu<]^t and that It m a heritage the past, the Chief MiuisM odd that 
It wae imi^bia to break amy from the past.- Th^ had got to carry on and 
Uild on -the jmst. A» remrda tU policy nodedylng the bWt, he leitaeatsd. 
^ policy WM .to far siufo mMsuM as amce indiepaoaably nacaaaan for 

the purpoce <» civil defence ior the effimtive proccontion the wnra With the 
limit^ jreeourcei at ihdr diepoeal that was the omimctical thina 4o do. Oivtaa 
the annimnce that everjthinff poeiible would be done bf m GowmmenMo 
ndHee the avaiiabto eup^y <3 v|^fie to te Im jidvaote^ Che Boo. Mr. Ham 
refenad to the criticiem mede bv Mr. J.B. Ham (with vvHd to the pnepoeel M 
Grow More Food eampdan% and he woe prepend to admit Chat Hoee weo o i 
deal of truth m the critteiem made by Mr. W ow Mr^ Hag f 
Bleidc Marketa and Gtovernmeot*! determination to eootroi tbeau 

Mr. J. B. Roms in hie epeeoh cioaeMwd hie partyHi diwotiefatioo with rmaid 
to the failure of Qovmmeot to M with the AUk Marhet and epeouhittM 
Hie criticiem of the budget wae that there wee ao indicalioB ia it of aay aHmupl 
to develop egricultuve which waa abedutelj eeaeotial if ‘‘Grow Bm Foodf* 
campaign waa to be effective. 

Dr. Badha Kumud Mukh€rjm empbaaieed the initial finoDelal haadieap whkh 
wee throttling the economic life of the comity. He nif^ the Beagal O o v ee a me ot 
to take up with the Central Government, the queatioa of cediatribotioB of raveoaa 
between Bengal and the Oeatre. The Bengal Govenment. eatwed for a popaladoa of 
about 60 millione with a revenue of 16 e raree whieh ahowed that 
enough money to go round. Nation-buildfam 
long aa thie initial finaneial inequity remaiued. 

Dr, Kumud Sankar Hay e tre eee d the ehaiaelw of the 
and theiefore if thoy wanted to ipri ibe me 
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people putting forth marimum efibrte in timet of emen^ey. 

Bahadur ffoMiruddin Ahmad, Frof*. Humojmm KSkir and Mr. LaUi 
Dob alao participated in the diacnerion. The Cbnaeit then adfonmed. 
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did DOt nanitt wy idfanee lor deferring Mde ttll Uie rise In prieee. The major 
portion of die money mnet be lying idle end yet^Ooremmenl had to My inteieet 
on it. The entimete ehowed n proWtIon of Bn. 8 lakhe for e regrente^ home end 
Be. 53 lekhe lor edTenee to the Direetor of CSrll Soppliee for puroheM of food- 
grelne es eddlttonel grentBp bat there wee no word of ezpUnetlon or the detelle of 
the potley underlying the scheme of control. The demand under Loans and 
Advanees was Bs. 961 lakhs. This extra expenditure. It was stated, was due maioly 
to the. diatribtttion of agricultural loans on a large scale In areas derastatra 
hj the recent cyclone and flood. Such palliative measures, the Khan Bahadur 
said, would he of no help in the long run. They should have a comprehensive 
policy rwarding agricultural credit iflstead of giving loans to agriculturists 
haphassrdly. m- suggested the establishment of uana agricultural hanks in this 
connexion. 

Keplying, Hr. P. N. BanerjM, Bevcnue Minister, said that owing to the abnormal 
situation prevailing in the province at the time, the question of a large part of 
the demaud arose after the autumn session, and that was why it could not be 
placed before the Honee eerller. The provision of Rs 96| lakhe under the bead 
**Loane and Advances**, end Bs. 49 lakhe niider ''Famine** had been the direct 
reenlt of cyclone and flood which had devaatated the province in October last. The 
eatabliahment of a Directorate of Oivil Hupjdiea and the advance of Rs. 53 
lekhe under thet head for the pnrehase of foodgraina waa a development which 
normal human eyea could not foresee. Nor could tliey anticipate that a libmal 
scale of dearuaaa allowance had to be granted to their emplbyeea. This allowance 
had been dhe to factors over which this province or. the provincial Qovemment 
had no control. Referring to the grant regarding, the* housing of vegrante, the 
Minister said that the oueation of control of; vagrants had engaged, the attention 
of the Oalcatta Rotary Club for yeara past. The Govern men t paopoeed to bring 
forward a Bill pioviaing a home for 5,000. vagrants. The infirm and daeeaaea 
vagrants would require proper treetment and. attempts would' be* made to find 
employment for ell those who bed bean cored and. oleaneed, aeboole! would have 
to be establlehed for ettlldlren. vagrants and arrangemente^ made f os the treatment 
of the. tick. Turning to the- demand regardingr loans to smaU' Jpta gmweia, Mr. 
Banarjbe said that the loans was neoeasitated by the fact that the prices of Jnte 
last year came down, conaidbiuhly; In- order to. enable amidl. Jute growers to hM 
over their stock uutiU theiw was a rice in prices, roughly about Re. 10 lal^ had 
been advaneed.. U' wea discovered later tiiat the prices of fute had gone up> and 
U waa no Ibnger necesoaiy. to make fhfiher edvance. The ad'ianeee were mede 
from fuodft given by the Oenirel Government who were not ineisting on peymeat 
of ihtereat Aa segarde the question of an advance to die Direetoiate m Oivil 
Boppliee,. the Ulnieter eaid tnei the matter would be dealt with separat^ and 
air Inquiriea wOuid be entweredt. 

JgLBOnOR OF VBI PBESIOBHT 


Mb MAMH dhw > Prosud Singha Pop, ex«Minieter, was elected 

^ the <^eit to-daiL vaejney wae caused by the dmith Mr. Satgmidra 

™ candidate^ *ttoa 
MitkadurAhdul Bmmtd Ckoiodkuwy (Dapu^ Prciidcut of tte Oouneinremxed 85 

memhera paiiripated in the election, 
the European Group: 

Uan Bahadur Abdul Mamid CMKBraiy bdoo^ to the FrogrMve CMitioo 
ratit. 
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Opp^tm), who iuiioM du diteuMion. lugeMtod o norMoa oi Bb 10 
loBu Jor th e purpoM 'lo this ui noeiKliMat «m movwl by Bai tiahib J. Jf. 
fitm (FMnmia CoohtioD) aimg tiu allotiaciit of ‘'rafieiMt faada" for the 
purpoM. The Hoow agi^ to the uneodneot. 

•*. H“ dlit^ioo th»t foUowed, Ehaa Bahadur Awftam AK Kkmn, 
Miniatar tor Agneultuie, obaerred that the object at the reaolatha waa laudable 
but the prablem .waa a vMt ooe. Ihere were Uiooaanda of aeiea of tanda lyiag 
waato in the province, which if made arable would no doubt prove of imaiem 
benefit to the people# But it was not poaaible for thie Governnent or any other 
Ooreninient^ even in normal tintee to tackle thia qneation easily. Ihe Ooreriimcnt 
were however doing HOmetliine in this restieot They had already had oertaitt 
scbemea one of which aimed at helping district boards in taking up smsJl proieets 
like thia. In last y^a Budget they had provided Ra. 60.0W> for the purpeea^ and 
aojne of the dietnct boarda had taken advantage of die Gofernment nelnffaev. 
Besides this, the Government also dietribiited loans for excavation of tanks, and 
in thia connexion, Ha. 47,(XX) waa advanced by the Government by way of loan. 
The resolution was passed as amended. The Council then adjourned till Houday. 

BUFFLY db CONTEOL OF FOODSTUFia 

Mr. MARCH : — Ihe food eituation in the country was dbensted in the OouncR 
when the i^eder of the Opfioeition (Khan Bahadur Saiyed MuoMMamuddin Ho$9ain\ 
moved his special motion urging the Government to launch upon a oompvehensh^ 
schema for aupplying the requirements of the people. The Khan Bahadur moved : 
*^That this Council is of opinion that the measnres so far taken by the GovemmeDt 
lor ensuring supply and control of prices of food, cloth and other neeeeeariae of 
IHe, have dm wholly Inadequate and iiioffeetive and urges Oovenment to draw 
up immediately end implement a comprehensive scheme for supply and ooaM 
of prioee of food and other neoessaries of life both hi urban and rural aieaSb If ■ 
neecasary, In eonairihition with the lesdere of all parties end other promiaeot 
mambeni of both Houses of Legislatuse who take interest in ench matters" 

While aot minimising the needs of the urban and indiietrUd areaa, Ibe Khaa 
Bahadur i^eeislly referred' to the dietTeifl of the poorer section of the people in 
rund arau and ui^ that unless steps were taken to aave these peoplu there 

might have a repetition of the hsaoc that was c au s ed to the country In the leet 

oentury when people died' in thoueandk. He ssked Government to think out a 
eoiapaelieDrive scheme of satkmliig for the whole of Bengal and not merely of Ike 
eity sad of the mdastrial areas, 'the price of rice was rising and ha ebarged the 
Obvemment with abetting profiteers and boarders hj not fixing s maximum price 
of rice earlfex. If that was done, the poorer section of die petmle would not have tieen 
hit Giving a coestroefive suggestion, he said that if the whole of the Govemment 
■tsif la the rural areea waa utRiaed, they could get eoimilete figures for the purpose 
of introducing card system. In this connexion be offered his services lor e Bme 

and averred that necassaxy peoviskma conld be made for a proper rmtioniag. U 

wau high tfme tbal tbe poltc^ of drift dxrald be given up and a oomprehearive 
eeheme an a syelematic beam rimafd be launched upon and it should be seen that 
tite arimme waa giiaa cflket tob Otherwise they abonld lay down their offloe. 

Ifefam Mamida Mtmin eald that it was an irony of fate that the Chief lUnietar 
had aluartad that the proMcm of Bcagel waa the qneatipn of dal aad ^ 
DOW Owy wort feoed with a eeriona food aitoation, Thera wee ao iadleate 
that Ooverameot wee anxione to leKcvo the dietieoe. Riee wae orilfog to-doy 
at Ba. 20 per mamid. If that waa Ihe poeilloa now, whet wiagofou 

they g ^ lhe new erop T Oidiaggy nwdei* 
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Bumorlieg the rootioo, St. J. Mefurtamt it . .. 

theiDoi^lin htol beiBMud wee eini grove ud ell ate|ieklteto haA j 

Tbe proWan of adcfiista foodelaflb weearoyanMet to jMaao aa^ aw 
_j» pnetioally in aH other eountrito aad ^ d w g a J whotoae opy. S 
had %iuid onapMo aailBhclurT 

tUantovlMliadhllhartotooini tobeatow wieea aaU eajlBtaat la M ll.n.l>^ia WP 
ooaaMarohla aotplw. Feoyla ceBanllT bald ttad a lam atoek of 
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wiik ikfm mt to Miilioate IlMir itoeki, ilne thcfm, Iminten «ll thiM. 
Il wimtd jdo DO httm to tmt than rongh. No tnAtmeiit wm too imre to tiidi 
^maU§ of lootolj. He hoped OoferinoeBt would adopt thie view end bioudMt 
Ihcfr iniMtfone of deeling merdleady with theee people^ eod Hhia would find 
^en^ of Mipp^ if they did it. Let toe numee of tooae people who hud been 
round guilty of the erime end tiie pnnlahment meted out to them be publiehed 
in the pr e ee . Mueh eritlciim hed been heeid. he continued, in legera to the 
penonM of the Director of Buppllee. He eeked OoTerument to contider whether 
It wee fefar or reeeoneble to expect that oflkiiMj howeyer willing they might be to 
apply Adx minde to the new teak, ahonld en^jknly become poeeeeeed ofinliittate 
towwledge of buiincM of purchasing and su^ying foodstuffs. Was Goyemment 
aatiifled tout the essential qualifications, knowleoge and experience of business 
were not to be found outside toe* rank of the civil service T Finally, he asked for 
an assurance from Government if they regard dearness allowance as only 
temporaiy and unsatisfactory expedient /fmr meeting the high price and th^ 
reoognlseq the inherent danger of such allowance, one of which was toe danger 
into the hands of the profiteers. 

fitt. HABOH Mr* Humayun Kahir moved an amendment to-day reading : '*Xhat 
for toe words ^'ensuring supply and eontrol of prices of food, cloth and olner ne- 
esss i ss of life have been woolly inadequate and ineffective and urges Government 
to draw up immediately and implement a comprehensive scheme for supply and 

' both in urban and rural 


oontnd of prices of food and other neoessarica of life 
; if neeasaaiy**, the following words be anbstitttted 

^JCnquring att|mly iff food, mothlng and otoer uecesaariea of iife at eonitoHed 
wriesa rsquiiea raviaion in toa light of experience so far gained and urges upon too 
Governmsnt to declare Beogel a deficit province immediately and take sooh atepa 
aa amy be neceieary lor ensuring tos supply of a minimnm quota of food and 
otoar naeesearica to all peraous in rural aa wril as urban areas.** 

Mr. Ksbir wanted to know whether Government had been advised toat Bengal 
mii^ very aoon face a aerloua altuation of famine and whetoer it waa not a tiat 
that toa export of rice waa going on from this provioee. He criticised the wisdsis 
of giving news about toe conten^ated iiitToductloii of rarioning eyfstom 
prematniay which had only the effect cs rateing pricea. 

^Aa toe wording of the apecial motkm may imply mvote of eenanxe on the 
Mlniatry,** toe Hon*hTa the Chief Mimieter intervened in toe debate and eaid that 
he waa free, to adarit that the result so far taken to tackle the problem had not 
proved aatiefactory or adequate. From that poipt of view, without admittiiig that 
*we are liable to m oeneured,** they were prepared to announce here and now tout 
they were taking moat adequate steiw toat ware peeeible to be taken in order to 
meet toe emergent aitaation. If neeeeaary, they were prepared to aecept toe epeolal 
motion ro long aa it waa uudeistood that Government did not see^ its ImpUeations 
of toeir fsllnre to desl with toe eitoatioo. If that waa made dear, Government 
would accept toe resolution and take atepe ou the linea suggeeted by the Leader of 
toa Oppoeiuon. It waa not their intention to have die matter tallM out and If 
naoaaaary they would give tola House another day, any number of days in order to 
give auggeatioha. Government were not going to evade facing the situation arising 
ont of toe motion. Ibe was the view of the Government. 

In hie •kMement the Hon’ble Nawah BabibuUa Bahadur pf Daeoa. Minister 
lor Commeree mud Labour said that the piovisioa, of foodstuffs st lessonable prices 
lor the people Of Bengal had received hie eloseet attention since he took charge of 
toe department. He emphasised toat for rice the loss Of imj^ort from Burma, the 
deoial o^boata, Ihe demaoda for military, the normal eommitmente to Bihar and 
Assam, boarding on a fairly extensive aeale had all tended to create local toorteea. 
~ - tv dedoient in respect of all other easential food 

I, mustard, sugar and salt and had to depend in varying 
Jiee it could secure from the producing provinces. Thus for 
endant on the Punjab, for dal and mustard largely on Bihar 
hoes, for sugar again on Bihar and ou salt for supply from 
^ coast of India. In any scheme of controlled distribution. 


Except rice, thU ] 
supply, vis, wheat, 
degreea upon the suj] 
wheat Bengal was de, 
nod toe United Provfi 
nverasaa and toe Weast 


toa Mioiater proceeded, it was necessary toat toe price at toe source should ha 
knowB and eontnffled. In almost idl the fedd-stoffs they had to obtain from otiiar 
provlneea tfaia difficult waa experieneed. Added to this was the difficulty toat oo 
pcoviuee now nppeaied to admit that it bad anrplua in respect of any food-atoib 
and tow had often to hontend with otoer provincial embargoes on the export of 
toeir tood-otoffik "Ike Government of India’*, he fold the House, **are now erolving 
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for ooaM of food-otafb w u AIMndio 
to niMlar waj we otodl nerire the ~ 


It to AafeJ BmA 

w efiS 

-i?y * pettwiioe atmt nootoo • potonnee bSag auto 

?«*. tfw Mtkm takn to Omereaeet to 

*®*P®P* ” dilwMiit fooc^affli, kmMe and oo%l. At lanudt riot. GownmtBt pro- 

pMoy or riot. l.liit reterro would lit lot eoutapiptloo but for Ihrowinff oo 
the mti^t wl^ertr neottttry ti modtiatt pricet under t trtltin of fret trade. It 
wet obfiont that tueh a reterre could only oe obtained on the new crop and a 
K®?* “5^-®3P- •KenU now oiwrating in *tbo tleoM dlitrlott 

had find a <^ling price for pnrchate. At regarat the price control oh riot 
that had greedy beta relaxed on ezceutlf e inti^tiont to dUtrict magittraSa not 
to take actioa except in catet of groat profiteering, the MinUter hoped ihty 
would bo aWe to build up a reterre at intended. Failing thia tbeirfutim priuS 
mutt depend’ on whetber ther could tncoeed in creating a * bottle neck control” In 
rice at leatt in the now dominaiing market of Calcutta. In thia connexion the 
Ifinleter pointed Mt that ^e agency tyttem had been giftn a go-bye and under 
the new tyttem there would be only buyer and that wet the Gofemment Under 
^ the new tyttem the Government bad appointed a food grain officer who along with 
hit officer! would purohaae rice at a fair and rtaaoutble price. Bo far at wheat 
wat coooerned, the* Government of India pnt the Bengal Government into diffioultiea 
by fixing a price of wheat in the primary markett. Jtecently the Government of 
India bad decontrolled thh price but euppliet had been coming In only In dribleta. 
The 8 import of wheat Into Calcutta which normally had been 1^000 tout a month 
had during tha laat aix months totalled only 25,865 tone. In January t^ supply 
was at little aa f>87 tons. He hoped that with the adoption of the new purchaee poliw 
by riia Government of India the position would improve. With regard to muatard 
oU,. ii amall stock of oil likely to meet Calcntta’a rcquiremanta for about 2 waeln 
was now held on Government account by a leading Calcutta firm. The intention 
wu to use it in caae of emergency wbicn might reeult in the city mills temporarily 
doting down. The diaturbaucea in laat August effected very aerioualy the supply of 
dal from Bihar, llie position had somewhat improved eince then. Importera of 
Bengal wbe had mads large pnrcbaeea in U. P. bad their stocks auddanly 
immobilised. Their protest to U. P. and the Central Governmanta yielded no 
results. On their renewed representatton to the Gtovernment of Inaia against 
Bengal’s immediate demand or 75,000 manudi, their agents had lately received 
permit for a little over 2,000 maunda from the Bihar Government, i.e, a little over 
one day’a reQuirement of Calcutta. Aa in the case of wheat so this case also de- 
monatrated the futility of attempu to safeguard the supply poeition of a deficit 
province without tbe active asBiatance or protection from the Centre. He hoped 
the poaition would improve with the new policy inaugurated by India Government, 
In respect of auger, tliey might have to revise quotas allotted to different areas and 
channels of supply but the present scheme, he claimed, had already had the 
beneficial result of making sugar available in the Calcutta markeia. Bo far aa salt 
was concerned, arrangements bad been made with the Government of India to 
secure veasela to carry the salt cargoes, llie present position was that there was 
16 lakhs mauada of salt in the Government gola ( adequate for two months ) and 
the dealers had an additional supply for about three or four wheks. As ngarda 
coal, tbe problem was eesentially one of transport and there was no deartt of 
fo gl. Lately an agreement bad been reached whereby Bengal bad been allotted 
its own quota of wagons,— 'Bengal’s share being 11^ placed at the diapo^ 

of tbe IMr^r of Civil Supplies. There were still difficulties in as much aa tha 
colUariea on one excuse or other bad been avoiding entering into con tracta with 
the eoal dealers to whom Government had allotted wagons and there wm still the 
shortage of total wagons available. With the atrong action taken ^rinat a yafy 
big coal dealer for dieobeying the order agabiat aale it wtf hoped that ao loM 

wagons continued to be made available the anpply for tbe ^ 

alloWed to fall abort aerionsly. As regards kamene, GovOTment had lately pre- 
pared a achfme for the dietribution throughout the proving 
tbe Dt. Magistrate was to be kept ^lly infor^ of ^ 

agent oi the OH Companlea and of the quota oil plotted •5 

delivered Id approved dealers orw®*®*®" 

btand^ cloth fir tha quarter Fetnruary-April waa 75 lakha yacda. Govanunant propo- 
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■ed diftribntioD in the dnt ioeteoee ueiiilji iu tlie jnte growing dietriefte which had 
not been benefited from no iiicrense in the price of paddy end in the diatrlct of 
Midnapore. 'I'he actual diatribution would be made through the uiating trade 
ebnunele aubjeet to the auperviidon and control of the local oflker. The prorincial 
GktTcmment, he added, baa now agreed to bear financial reaponaibilitiea for this 
■cheme. 

Mr. J. B, Bon, lAeader of the European Group, said that there waa no 
doubt Chat Government had been attemptiag to tackle the food problem bnt there 
waa also no doubt that Government liad allowed tiie poeition to go completely out 
of band. 'J*he fniidamenUl problem within the province at the time waa adequate 
aupply of rice. Aa regards wheat, they bad heard a great deal eome three months 
ago about Government having arranged with the British Government that ehiploads 
of wheat were arriving at Calcutta from Australia to supplement their reiluirements. 
But they had not beard anything about the arrival of wheat alace then. He 
thought, that if the shipment of wheat materialiaed, the rice poeition of the province 
would be considerably eaaed* The miniater had stated that a Food Grain purclias* 
ing officer had been appointed and he and hia wtsiT would have Che monopoly of 
purchase of rice of the province. But there were certain foroea at work which 
would prevent him and his officers from carrying out their duties satisfactorily. 
Mr. Boas referred to the statement made the other day by the minister concerned 
about the rice position for 1942-43 wherein it was stated tliat the estimated 
production of rice was 23 per cent short of their reqnirementa and remarked 
that a reply of this nature, if correct, must liave the effect of iba 

poaiticm. it would inevitably encourage the tendency on the part of the cultivators 
and the stockists in the rural areas to hoard stocks, if the Government were 
convinced that the figures given were substantially correct, diey ahouid be 
endeavouring to secure additioual supiilies from other provinoes and eeeking the 
the help of Ute Government of India iu this respect. Bnt they had wot haaid that 
Qovemmeiit had taken any action in this matter. If, on the otfcwr band. 
Government considered that the figures about rice were unreliable, it wee their duty 
then to nee the whole machinery of administration to ascertain the fact. 

Dbbatb oh Flouo CoiiinBBioK Bbfobt 

11th. MARCH Non-official resolutions were discussed hy the Oounoil when it look 
up further consideration of the resolution moved by Mr. Latafat ffuosain aakiniif the 
Government to take decision without delay on t ie recommendationa of the ihond Oom- 
mission and give effect to them wltbia the next financial year. Ehau Bahadur 
Bailed MusiamydJtn ffoasain said that it was imperative on Government to con- 
sider seriously wbat could be done to improve the lot of egrleiilturists. It would 
ba a evime U> sit idle even after getiiug sufficient material for proceeding with tte 
tash of overhauling the whole loud revenue structure of Bengal, more auitcd to the 
present coiidtUou. A conference was convened in July last which was postponed 
eine die. 'Jbe agriculturists of the country were now in a desperate condition and 
Govenimenl could at least take decision on the recommendations of the Oommisaion 
regarding reduction of abnormally high reiiUN, stoppage of enbaneemeote and 
impoaUioii of agricultural income tax for improving agnoulture. Experimeate 
could also be made ae to the beet eoheme ol nationalietiig laiide in emelJ experi- 
menal areas. II Government sat kUe it could be then rightly charged with culpable 
Bcgligcnce, 

Keplyiiig the Revenue Minister ( Honl>le Mr. Pramaiha Nath Banorjn) said 
that the aoceptanoe of the recommendations of the Floud Oummission woula involve 
a change in the economic eunernre of the province. In view of the various diffi- 
culties in die way of accenting the recommendations, be agreed that it would be 
usMul for them, for the leadete of tlie different parties, to meet and give him 
adf ice about the praeticabOicy of carrying out all pr some of the recommendationa 
oi the Commiialoii in the altered eit nation ol the country. The Miutster admitted 
that there wee an urgent demand by the vast majority of p^le for something to 
be done in iliie matter. He also realised that some change In the economic fand 
syctem waa aheointcly cseentiai. He was aware that the lend s^etem was too 
wooden and too anti-diUrvian, bnt the qucetioii wee one of practicebuity. lb» hsd 

. ^ — ^ 1 ,^ economic oiicanisation thm wmud be 

had however to proofed on the present besis. 
deeinon in the matter within the next lew days 
wonld like to the eo-openukm of all seetioni 
view iimh in abiionnhl Um Hke thin If the 


in imns m norm uw rnggcM wv, i 
after the war no one knew. They 
Ibe Minieter propoeed to Mve hie 
hut before he gave hie dermion he 
^ HheBonik He ngned with dbe 
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•eoDOmie Btroetare of tho fnviviiifie wts to be Altered, that ilteration eboald heye 
the willing oo-o|)eration of all eectiona of Uie e'^mmuiiitieB an far ae Mmiltle. In 
that view he proposed ahortly to coiivt^nc a conference of leaders of trie different 
parties to discuss this matter, and he would request the mover not to press bis 
motion. 

With the leave of the Honset Mr. Latafat HH$$aCn withdrew his resolution. 

Kxpbnditu&b on Civil Defence 

12tta. MARCH The Councif adopted a nou-ofiioiHl resolution to-day urging 
that 90% of the expenditure on civil defcti<« measures in the province be met from 
Central revt^nuea. The Government was requested to make a representation to the 
Government of India. Mr. ATar Ahmed, mover of trie resolution, and .its supporters 
stressed the need for adequate provision for nation-building deimrtmsnts and said 
that mueh money would i>e availaidc for the purpose if the Government bore a 
large proportion of the ex|ienditure on civil defence measures in Bengal. The 
Premier, Air. A» K, Pazlul Hug expressing hia sympathy with the obj:*ct of the 
motion said tl^t tiie Government would forward ths proi^eediiigt to the proper 
quarters with their **strDngest recommendation.*’ He added that they would wel- 
come the day when they received aubttantial help in the matter from the Govern- 
ment of India. 

Improvement of sailors’ Condition 

Mr. Nur Ahmed in another resolution asked the Government of India to place 
St the disposal of the Bengal Government, at lump sum of Rs. 50 ciores for im- 
proving the condition of eailora, seamen, soldiers and non-oombiitania actively 
participating in the war effort in Bengal and for the rehabilitation of the families 
that evacuated from their homes on military ground. The resolution was accepted 
without opposition. 

Salt MAHUFAcroRB in Bengal 

llie 3rd resolution, moved by the same member and sooepted by the House, 
requested the Govemo to make an immediate representation to the Government 
of India to give all reaeonable faoilitiea and assietance for developing the manu- 
facture of salt in Bengal. Mr. U. AT, Burman, Minister for Excite, astd that 
arrangements had been made in certain parts of the 24 Pargsnss and Mldnspore 
districts for producing salt aa a cottage industry. There was no difficulty about 
that, llie Government’s sobsms for production of the commodity on s big sosis 
was still under the consideration of experts and the Iiidnstrial Survey Oommittes. 
It had, therefore, not been possible for then to forward the scheme to the 
Control Government. The Connell si this stage adjourned till March 22. 

Debate on Food Situation 


find. MARCH:— Tbs onsstion of rice shortage was again raised when Mr. 

N. Burman, Minister on behalf of the Nswb Bahadur of Dacca, informed Khan 
Bahadur Baiyed IfuzMamuddin Hoeain, Leader of the Muslim Lef^i;ae Oppoaition. 
that the actual deficit was not expected to be more than 10 against which there 
was th^robability of soma stock rsmsining from last year’s exceptionslly good 
croiL Tbs total quantity of rice required for consumption could not be noeumtely 
estimated, the estimsted reqnlreroents being based on an average of 344 tbs of rice 
per capita annnallv. The crop forecasts together with net imports for 3 years 
preceding 1942 placed the average resources at about 76 lakhs tons sgains the 
average requiremsiits of 92 lakhs tons. 

The Government, however, ware trying to Import from suroliis provinces 
through the Govern ment of India who had inangnimted a scheme of co-ordinated 
purchase of foodgrsins. Along with a scheme of distribution which was now 
under oonsiderstioo these supplies were expected to reduce the deficit to a 
minimum. In (be light of latest information it might be stated that imports were 
expseted at once in aubstantial quantities and special arrangements WM being 
made by Hie Central Government to expedite It. It would not be in imhlie interest 
to diadoss th# itorcs. The imported rice would benefit not only (htiedtli bpL?: 
other deficit distrieto. 

the resnmed debate on the special moHon of XheE BnhailP^ 
Sfosein about the food sRuatioa, Mr. Nur Ahmad (Mudim Leegnil 
_ of the podtion and urged the GovernineEtlohdBl 
.1 to bring idisf to the sufferers. 

Mi; fi fes w dnf Bwg Chawdkury (MusUm Lsagne) neeuasd Hm Mlnialnr gf not 
~ HeaddtInd.Mn 
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•eliem bad been adopted in 1942, the jpr eee n t eriaie might ba?e been awted. He 
bad not ooneluded wbra the Oonncil adjourned. 

aSrd. MARCH The four-day debate on tbe food eituation in the Provinee 
ooneluded this afternoon when tbe House, hj 16 to 15 ▼otea. paseed a Ooremmant 
party member's amendment on the subjeeL i'he sabetantire motion of tbe 
Opposition (Muslim League), which •expressed the opinion that meaiUTes so far 
taken by the Government for ensuring supplies and control of priees of food, doth 
and other necessaries of life have been ^'wholly inadequate and ineffective”* was 
lost without a division, llie European Group voted with the Muslim LWhtue 
against the amendment and of tbe three members of the official Congress Party 
present In the House, two voted with the Government Party for the amendment 
and the third remained neutral. The amendment expressed the view that measures 
so far taken by the Government for ensuring supply of food, cloth and other 
necessaries of life at controlled prices rec|uired revision in the light of experience 
so far gained and urged the (Government to declare Bengal a deficit province 
immediately and take such steps as might be necessary for ensuring the supply of 
a minimum quota of food and other necessaries to all persons in xural as well as 
urban areas, ^plying to the debate. Mr. P. N, Banerj§e^ Minister in charge of 
Civil Supplies, said that he would accept the Opposition motion if its ^'censure 
portion” was left out. He aniiounced that the Government of India had expressed 
Its willingness to help Bengal in every possible way and food grains had got 
started coming to Cmcutta for the purpose of replenishing supplies in the city. He 
further informed the House that the Government would soon consider the question 
of inti^ucing rationing system in Calcutta. Tbe Council at this stime aiQourned 
till the Ind. April but in view of the development regarding the poliucal dendioek 
in the Assembly and the Governor’s proclamation subsequently, no meeting was 
held on this da^ and the House adiouroea sins die. 
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Proceedings of the Assembly 

Budget SesBion — Shillong — Sih to 27th. March 1943 

Financial Statement for 1943* 44 

The Budget ■essioii of the Assam Legislatire Assembly commenced at Shillong 
on the 8th. MARCH 1948 with the Hon’ble Sj. Baaanta Kumar Dos. Sueate 
in the chait. 

Introducing the Budget for the Year 1943-44, Mr. Ahdul Matin Choudhurp, 
Finance Minister disclosed an eslimatea revenue de6cit of Rs. 10,10,000. 

Hie year 1943-44 starts with an estimate opening balance of Rs. 76,39000. 
Receipts are estimated at Rs. 10,40,08,000 (Revenue Receipts Bm, 3,64.20.0()0 and 
Capital }teoeipts Rs. 6,75,88,000.) The estimated expenditure has been taken at 
Re. 10,71.18,000 (Revenue ISxpendtture Rs. 3,72.29,000 and Capital Expenditure 
Rs. 7|pU,89,()00 thus leaving a closing surplus balance of Rs. 43,29,000. 

The Revenue Budget shows a deficit which is estimated at Rs. 8,09,000 This 
again does not reveal the true position as it includes (1) Rs. l,0i).(XX) on 
account of Collective Fines and (2) Rs. 18,90,000 less Rs. 17G8.000 shown on the 
expenditure side or Rs. 1,01,000 net on account of Receipts from the Motor 
Transport Organisation, the expenditure on which except for the recurring charges 
is debitable to the Capital Head 55B. The result is that the real revenue deficit is 
esUmated to be Rs. 10,10,600. 

Mr. Choudhury said that war conditions still pervaded the atmosphere and 
problems brought in their train still continued to influence and determine the 
policy of the Government. 

I'ne food situation, he added, was absorbing the anxious thought of the 
Government and provision had been made for an increased exoenditure on the 
*'grow more food” campaign and for bringing more land under cultivation. 

Turning to the Budget proper he said that according to the revised estimate 
for 1942-43 a revenue deficit of Rs. 9,52,000 was anticipated but the real deficit was 
not likely to be more than Bs. 2,42,000. The Budget estimate for 1943^ antioina* 
t&i a revenue deficit ot Rs. 10.10,000, ^ 

Mr, Rohini Kumar Choudhury^ Leader of the Opposition sought to move au 

jail disturbance on Feb. 24. But Sir Md. 
A a Judicial inquiry by the Deputy Com- 


adjourn mead motion over the Jbrhat 

SaaduUa^ the Premier having stated . ^ 

missioiier of Jorhat was proceeding the motion was not pressed. 

Gbnbral Dibousbion op Budget 

lOlh. MARCH -The geoeral diecussioo on the Budget began in the Asaambiv 
today. Mr. Raidpnath MbAharJae criticised the Govemmeot Iw the leek of enw 
weH-thoughtHNit pleo for improving the conditione of the people. JodfdDg from oi 
poor ittandum of mm^ be tto AmnMj wm no loofK npniMitattr, ” 
the pMMpl, uid h, oppaiM to lb. Gonmor to dinm lb. 

ud onte bwh dtotiioo, or MupoDd tho eoutitatioo. Ha nfariad to fta 
prloM ot foodatutb and ccittelMd tba OoTototoaoib polin «l ptlao abilMM 
maffaetiTo. Hr. SoMni JDtmar OhamHumi n^tid 'te ooid m 
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te fMDitiet of Menrity prisooera. Mr. Arnold Whittakmr. Mar of Ibo Eaiopm 
QipM|i, of ter oongretahtiofc the Ooremmeiit'oii ceUmmtittg % delleii of oolf Be. 10 
le^ in ft proriiioe now eitaeted in ft ibeetre of wftr, eiia thftt unleee new eoiureee 
of rerenue were found to cover wnr-time windfelle, the province would be leeed 
with deficite etter the wer, end there would be e ihrinkege, Ineteod of ezpeneion of 
netion-building ectivities. Mr. Magbul Hmoain Chowdhury eeked for euepeneiM U 
the eollection of egricnlturel loene in dictrees ereei in the l^urmn Vnlley. Mr. 
Abdur Rahman eeid thftt the eupply end price control polieiee of the GOTemment 
were ft feilure. 


11th. MARCH :^The Budget debate in the Aesembly eoneinded today. Two 
membere from the CooKreea group opiit of four present in the House pertiolpftted 
in the diecuesion. Mr. C. Goldsmith said that freedom from want would sol re 99% 
of the problems of the people of Aasam. The time was not opportune for the 
Ukiog up of big objecta. If the people were kept contented, it would help the war 
effort indirectly. Replying to the debate, the Premier Sir Muhammad Saadutla 
said that his Ministry was not rertpoDsible for the arrest of MLA’s in the Province. 
Criticisms of the National War Front Moremeiu were based on civil information 
or misinformation. The mnrement had jusrified its existence. Regarding the treat- 
ment of prisoners in jaiis, Sir Miihaininad remarked that those who wanM hooM 
comforts in jail were mistskoit. He indicated the Bt<‘i>B taken in the matter of 
allowances to security prisoners and assured the House that each case would be 
carefully considered. Referring to the loss sustained by the Government, local 
bodies and private peraons as a resnU of arson and looting during the past few 
months, the Premier asked his critics whose creeti was non-violence whether any 
words of cotidero nation were forthcromiiig from them against these acts of sabotage. 
Mr. Dakahina Gupta (CongresH) said that individual libi'rty and individual 
freedom of speech and action t^ad lieen denied to all and the Press had been gagged, 
f Suppression of normal life and suvi))res8hiii of news was the order of the day," 
said Mr. Gupta. He asked the Premier to shake off his ‘‘pescock’s feathers" lent by 
the bureaucracy and follow the only honourable course which Mr. Alla Bux and Dr. 
Syamaprosad Mukherjee have followed. 


Court op Wards Biu. 

iSth. MARCH : — ^The Assembly today passed the Asssro Courr of Wards 
(Amendment) Bill of 1941 and considered the Shillong Execution of Decrees Bill, 
1943 snd the Shillong Attachment of Salaries Bill, 1043. 

Nurses’ Registration Bill 

13th. MARCH :~>The Assembly today psssed the considerstion stsge of 
the Asssm Nurses’, Mid wives’ and Health ViHiiors' Itegistrstion Bill. Mr. Arnold 
Whittaker, leader of the Europran Group, expressed satisfaction that the Bill was 
an sll-psrty measure snd bad emerged from the select committee in an improved 
form. Dr. C. G, Terrell esid that the Bill, if passed into law, would ful61 s long- 
felt want in the province. He expressed gratitude to the Shillong Welsh Mission 
Hospital for having shouldered the responsibility for tisining nurses at present, and 
hoped that this legislation will encourage the starting of additional training centres. 


Alleged Police Excesses 

Mr. Rohini Choudhury asked leave to move an adjournment motion to eonalder 
the situation arising out of alleged indiscriminate^ house-searches, arrests and 
asaaulta and detention of a large number of people in Oaohati Jail, in certain 
villagea in Nalbari Thana from the 2od to 9ih March laat by way of what he 
described as a reprisal, being unable to detect the offenders responsible for etesl^ 
six guns from licence-holders. 6j. Cboud'«ury said that about or moie than 2GD 
men of the Nalbari Thana went to different villages. There wae no warrant of 
arreat agaiiiat any particular individual and there was no mentira of ftny bonec. 
where the ecftreh wae to take plac e, because nobody could My who bed stolen the gone. 

‘ ones was aearched and nothing incnniiiaring WM loMd. People 


who raised a tingle word of protest was arrested, handcuffed and — 

ftssftulted and weie brought to Gaubati. People, against whewn ttee waa «o 

evidence, were arrested and put into jsil simply on enspieion. Bail petItioM wem 
movedri^ wem refected. Some villeKers. through fear, m ftway fm MUeif. 
The occnrrencea of atMuli took placem 14 villagee. Bj. Ciioadhiiry said that on tha 
3rd March. 44 peiaone were elill detained in jMl. . ^ ^ 

The PramieE. Sir Md. Saadulla, rwlying, said that the moMpn wee evt of 

- — - . * - llilg 


Older* 6J* Gboudhnrj ibonUi have come ^ 


oo the fiflM day bnl 
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THE ABSAH LBQI8LAT1VB ASSEMBLY 


[•aiLtONO^ 


iafleid lia eama lo-dif ate Sm Hoims ait ior om wwk. TIm PnoiMr azpliiiiad 
lha etieumstMoia oaeaNltetlnK tbe mdiac oal of tM portlM to thow mm whm 
inperNonoSoK m poSoencB lo KhoU draw had baaii tarcoriaiog tin 


paoiiia and In faet took away ais Uoeaaoi gnna from Nalbaii b7 falaa imparaooi- 
flmiSDB. Similar mathodih In addbd. had PM 


, adoptad inafioiiafy too in ll^gong 

wbaia 17 gnna ware atolan oat of whieh 16 vara atnoa raeofarad. Ha aaid that iha 
aaarehaa wara mada not to tarroriae pac^ but to maintain law and order. * Con* 
Snninib Sir Md. Saadnllah atated tnat 22 paraona. wanted in othar oonnaetiona, wera 
anaatad from Nalbari in the eooraa of tha aaarehaa there. Ha aaid that there waa 
no oaae of aaaanlt bj tha FbUaa. 

S). Choudhurjf did not nreaa tha iKrtion, whan ha waa aaanrad by the Premim 
that in fntnra ha would aaa that a big polka forop would be aooompanicd by a 
M^tmta. 

Black Maekwt Aot ivi t ikb 

lath. EABGH Quaatlona ralating to black market aotiTitka in tha proTinoa 
ware raiaad in the Aaaambly today on a ant motion moTcd by Mr. Baidyanatk 
Jfcoheryaf under general adminlatratton. Mr. F. 8. LewU recommended aerera 
pnofadimant to people oonneetad with each aotiritiaa. Dr. C. O. TemU aaid that 
tha price of miinina in tha black amrlwt waa many timea more than tha Govern- 
at priea. sir Mahammad SaadMa^ Premier, replying aaid that there waa no 

rnment had taken atepa to provide 


black market for quinine in Aaaam and that Government 1 
quinine at aa fair a price aa poaaibla. Beferring to the anpply problem, he aaid 
that Government haa bM doing Ita ntmoat to aecnre eaaential foodatnda, auch aa 
d^, atta, flour, muatard oil and karoaene. Mr. KarunaBindhu Boy (Oongreaa) 
animtcd the OMing of Government ahopa in all rural arena for a fair diatribution 
ofnkotatuira. The Houae ultimately paaaed demanda under the heada general 
adminiatration and revenue and civil defence. 

16th. MASGH The Aaaembly today paaaed all demanda for granta under 
pbHoCk public health, education (othar than European) and medical. The cut 
motloua wera either loat or withdrawn. Moving a out motion under public health, 
Mr. Baidyanaih MMiorjm critidaad Government policy of giving inadequate grant 
to thia department. Ha condemned the pMnt dual control under which public 
health officara had to work in dialriota. He auggeated that theae offioera abould be 
brought under the control of Aaaiatant Diractora of Public Health inatead of the preaent 
arrangement of being under Civil Burgaona. He complained that the number of 
diapenotfiea waa inadequate and the atoek of medicine meagre. 'Maulvi Abdur 
Eoamoa, Maulvi Amjad Ali and Mr. Nirondrm Nath Dey alao criticlaed the work- 
ing of the department in certain mattera. Replying Mlaa Mavis Bunn, Minlater, 
Public Health, aaid the queation of the reorganiiaUon of the Pnblic Health depart- 
medt waa undm the eonaideration of the Government. Mr. Mookarjea’a out motion waa 
loat and tha orioinal demand naaaed. 

Whan theEfouaa diacnaaad medical granta, Mr. D. B. H. Moors referred to the 
inadequate anpply of quinine. 

SnooBiTY PuBoimmi m AeaAw 

The number of aeeurlty priaonera detained in diikrent jaila in Aaaam waa approai- 
ly 227 and amongat them only aixtemi wm getting family or paraoiial allow 
•vthna aaM Mr. imjmafh JMaia, Judidal Minkter, replying to a queation of 
;Mr. EawM Ksamr Bon (£K«Minlateri today during the inte^lation period. The 
had .bM ’peaaed lor gipnt ef allowaaeea in other eaaea 
~ tu c maain g. Being aak^ an (irhat ba^ the amount 
Mr.'Btahma eald mat it^wua ftned on a eonaidemtion 
y to ittinlain the -family in view of ita nnnibera and 


that 


iwninOiy habit oi livings 
Stating.tba policy d 



the Security priaonera, Mr. Brahma aaid that 
I thoaa who would give an undertaking to abatain 
the ecilritiaa of any moveaMt which aimed at the 
‘ their nndertakiog could be tnsibiL In the matter of 
d their diaeretlon and the Minialar e aqpraeaed 

er of pikoneie lelapBad in pureuanea^ thia 

60 had altSdy Iwen lelMad. 
by the GoiMment in tefrahtlng of painle to 
d : *'Gofvcrament are not oiwarily prepared to 

. ^ m be p ie c ed on penmna who m not pa^aid to 

a ganeial undartaUni to ha of good behavionr In the reapeet ( 
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haidttAn ntoM te puttaltr priTAle indt. liOmm on nm pmle ii Ihmloni 
to eoMS of frond nmieltj wlitn fcliuiee ooo olto b% flmd oo hoiKKiv- 
oblo obtcmjm of tho ooodiUont vlileh mnti nt o roto f ily it o ndo bo ttalBd 
bj ‘Vritiiig**. 

Tbi FTOabcb Bill 1048 

ill, and the Aitom F&uice Bill, 1043. 


Bill, Sbilloog Attachment of Bnlnme Bil 
The Finenee Bill Impoece tazntloo nt 


the enmnt ycnr*c rotee oete the 


Agrieultarol Income Tnz Act, 1089. llie Bieeutlon of Decteee Bill profldee letet 
meehinm for the pnrpoee from Britiih oonrte to Rbetl State lenitory end ^ 
Tcree. Bj t^ At^Mt of Seleriee Bill be^ celery exempted ie reined to 
from Be. 40 to Be. 100. 

SuppLxyuiTABy Dbmavdb 

tM MA|M ne Accembly U^dey peeced enoplementary demeede for 
grenta for ip48-48 nader nriout hcede emonnting to Be. All cot motlomi 

wero either loot or vlthdrewD. Daring the debeto ■ereiml membm uii^ cnggeelioe 
of the fiellielioB of agrlcnltorel loene In Bnrme Valley. 

Menleyl Afonocror A/t. Re?enae Minlater cetd tbet orderc bed been lecned not 
to non oonrolon bnt percneeion in reelixing loene. The duel control of the Public 
Heelth UepertaMt wee criticiced by eeferel mtmbere when grente for the deperl- 
ment were dieenceed. Replying Sir Mahammad Saaduiia, mmier aeld that • the 
aeperetioa of the Public Health and Medical Departmenta waa e complieeted 
problem. He. however, eaanied the Honae that prompt meaaurea had been taken to 
deal with malaria. 

SURPLUB Bid IH Abbaii 


•7th. MABCH ^-AaBam would have a rice aurpina of approximately 5ve milHon 
mannda (5.000XXX)>— tbla waa diaeloaed by the Premier, Sir Muhammad Saadtdlah 
today. Sir Mahammad aaid that to keep Uila aorplua in atoek would be depriving 
many hungry moutha of food in other provincea.* fie leminded the Honae of llie 
aitnation in Bengal, aa a reanlt of ahortage of rice, and aaid that bn the augMtloB 
of the Government of India the Aaeam Government baa agreed to aend 5,060 tone 
of rice to Bengal. In thia reapect hia Government waa not guided bv any mercenaffy 
motive, but aimply on humanitarian oonaideratlona. Dealing with me qncatlM of 
export. Sir Muhammad aaid that whatever quantity the province conld'nllbrd to export 
would go to the Government of India. The Premier appealed to the aMmbera to 
forget Ml their difletencea and riae equal to the oecaaion in extending their whole- 
hearted co-operation. The atatement waa made in the coarae of toe fonr boom* 
debate on the economic aituation in the iwoviuce. The Honae then adjoarned. 


The Attam LegnletiTe CouncB 
Budeek SeMMO — Shilloag — Sth. to ISlii. Midrch 1943 
Bid Fosnov nr AMAH 

Wk. lUB(n llw CouDdI todn jMNd llwOaahwaiT<Muni.f (Anra4nnit) BKL 
On ByliMt Venwcy {AmmOmmi) Klf, ud ik. Ammi BOI. m pMid 

dnioK tiM iMt Mdan by tb. AMcnbly on Mmdanol. wumM by tbo 
2 ■totan.iit on tti. rioe pooition in Ammb by ftr 

SoaduOa, Picmier nplyinK to a ddnto nM thiwi^b • naotntion by 

Hr. Satytndra Mahan LahM who nf|,d otoppoe* of oiport wT ftoo fcoB 

’IheTSoBior nM that be oMiBOted a nirplno of i^t ^lOjMXlO tooaa^ H 
rtM of wfaidi lAUUOO ■Boado on to bo allottod for aOitm nvnroBonto sad fw 
labooien in Aomb and the icat wOoid be ip ftocm for uy paaxnoy* lb 


votod bo eootty, be adddi, to nadoitolN par atodatM ia*«Mlgato toto xto cm 
■0 odrlNd by tta bow. Ho oiM atatod iLt dB OOwo Bootof lo^.. ^ ofM 
too Ambb OniwnBBn to gire too piOfiiiedO BortatoUo oanla, for too boaokbot 
ddkit ptoftopto.^ Hot bowow, added toot at piONBt tiee oipottt oMrido too 

Oownaaot ook to 


Hr. dtoref Chaaira Bht Ma eh a rppa 
eqotto of tiee ntU toe noxt mp m 


too 

ThOHMlOliOO 
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Qmbmblal DiscusBioir or Budcst 

Wk. MARCP:— The Goancil to-day ooneladed ditea«ion on tho Budget 
Beplyiog on the debate Khan Bahadur Mimlvi Saifdur Rahmant Miuiater for 
Education^ aaid that the Gorernment would oonaider the oritieiemi made br mem- 
bere. Begarding laud rerenue remiaaion the Oofemment^ he eaid, had decided to 
atop it unleae there waa flood, pestilenoe or famine to Joitify remiaaiou. The 
G^emment wu fully alire to the problem of food and cloth aupply and hoped to 
meet the aftuation through iu auppiy dipartmeot Nothing would he done by the 
Minlatry to ]eopardiae the profinee^a food auppiy. Beferring to dearneaa allowanee 
for primary achool teachera, the Minieter aaid that the reaponaibility reated with 


At yeaterday*a meeting aome membera criticiced the maaa literacy campaign of 
Government and auggeated that the monw apent for the campaign be devoted to an 
extenaion and iroprovement of primary edneatioD. 

The nbed for more aubaidiaed diapenaariea in the oountryaide waa pointed out 
by Mr. H. Emblen, Le^er of the European Group. He alao imerred to the **grow 
more food’’ campaign and aaid: **Laat year Government inaugurated a ’’grow more 
fo^** campaign with gratifying reanlta ; but Jnat what it actually meant in terma of 
maunda of foodatuffa produced ia the problem at Calcutta. The preaent aituation 
emphaaiaea the need for more up-to-date and accurate methoda of aeacaaing the 
total crop production of foodatuffa in the province.” He pointed out the neoeaaily 
of bringing waste land under cul.ivatioii and adviaed Government to make a amall 
grant on all new land brought into cultivation. He alao adviaed Government to 
obtain from the Government of India a aubatantial grant for opening up new land. 
He thought that the cultivation of tobacco might be taken up with profit both to 
Government and to educated young men. Government ahould arrange for the 
training of a few young men in the cultivation of tobacco. In concluaion he aaid 
that Government ahould from now think of the poet- war reoonatruetlon prbblema of 
the province. In tbia connexion he atreaaed the nebeaaity of moderoiiatiou of the 
provincial road tranaport ayatem and improvement of village roads. 

Maulvi Abdul Maj§ed Chxmdhury referred to the deplorable condition of non* 
Government schools and said that suitable grants be given them. He adviaed 
Government to atart dispensaries at suitable places for the treatment of poor 

""IMS..,, Dwri aaid that Government was not Justified in stopping remission 
of land revenue. He criticised the mass literacy campaign. 

Bai Bahadur Hem Chandra Dutt said that the nation-building departments were 
not well looked after. He requested. Government to improve the condition of 
primary school teachers on the lines of the suggestions made by the Sargent 
Committee. 

Mr. W, R. Gawihrop (European Group) said that on account of the grant of 
Rs. 32 lakhs from the Central Government, budgetary problems in Assam were not 
BO difficult as might have been expected, but Government should prepare for the 
day when such income would no longer be available. He stressed toe importance 
of adopting a courageous financial policy of expansion and reconstruction for post- 
war years, otherwise Government might have to curtail even the few nation-building 
activities that exiat^ at present. 

Khan Sahib Maulavi Abdur Rahim Chaudhury aaid the Government’s “grow 
move food” campaign could not be successful beckuse there was a heavy cattle 
mortality in the coun^aide and cultivators were not in a position to purchase 
cattle 

Mr. lAatyendra Mohan Lahiry said that the outturn of the rice WM likely to fall 
In Assam and ouMide import was not likely. It was therefore necessary to increase 
production by bringing waste land under cultivation and by the grant of Improved 
seeds and good ''manure. 

Mr. Jogandra Nath Oohain suggested that the mass literacy campaign should 
be mcig^ in general education. 

ttth. MABGB >-^llie Oonncil to-day passed the Maternity Benefits Bill, the 
Forest (Amendment) Bill and the Temporarily Settled Districts Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill and then prwogwd. 
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Proceeding of the Assembly 

Budget Session— Cuttack— 2Slh. February to 24tb. March 1943 

Official Bills Pabsbd 

The Orisss LsgislAtive Assembly commenced its Budmt Session at Cuttsok 
on the Pehmsry and passed the Weights and Measures Bill and the 
Stale Aid to industries Amendment Bill, as amended by the Select Oonmittea 
and adjourned till March 1 when Pandit Ooiavarit Ultra, the Finance Minister, 
preeeoted the budget. Only one member wse present on the oppoeltion benehee. 

BoDOsr FOE 194344 

let MARCH :-A deficit of Re. 3B1 lakhs in the Budget Estimaiee for 
194344 waa diacloaed by Pt, Godavarit Mitra, Finance MIoieter. In preeeoting 
the Budget thia morning. Ho eaid, however, that aubsequent iniorsiatioD had 
baas leoiivcd from the Qovernment of India that on aeeoont of the provioo^i 
ihaia In income-tex it would get Be. 80,000 more than that provided in the leviaai 
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B«ag 0 k for 1W2^ iiid^ mOOO inm thim MwfiM k fhi ] 

IMMi. *!l^ MoH froiM thot be ndnoed to Bii Lffl I o H ul 

lo the fOTited atiaiotci for 1942-48, tmniM to iotkwkd mt Bo. 2ia98 
tod ozpoDditare on romno oeconnt ot Bo SJ25M loidio. Thn in 

deflelt to, Ihefofore, fxpectod to be He. 9,73 lokfae. Hw bdoaoe k tbe CbmMnl 
oeooiint whieh wu Re. 21.18 hkha ot the borinoInK of teyenr 
likely to foil by Re. 6.73 lokhe ot the dam M the yeor. The jeor 191248 vkkii 
opened with o eoeh bolonoe of Re 30j01 lokhe io eipe^ to efooe -with o kolaneo 
of Re 26.19 kkbe. 

Aoooidiog to the Budget eetimetee for 191344, the ktol eerenne k pat ot 
Be.'2l2i21 le&e ogokot Be. 2.18.92 lokhe in the xeviied ee tfmet e Thao, then It 
0 dm of Rs. 6.71 lokhe. 

llie Budget prorldee for expendilure on rerenne ooooant ot Be. 2JldJ0I lokhe 
Ogiinet Re. 2.25,65 lokhe in the revleed eeUniote for 19^-43. 

Outride the revenue oceount the Budget ontHpotee o reoript of Bo. ib 02.56 
lokhe end on ezpenditufe of Re. 497. 61 lokhe, which jrivee o oorplue Re. 4B6 kkhe. 

Under Glvil Defeooeb m eeporote cadre of Civil Defanee oflkeee hoe been 
eonctioned which will compriee civil defence officeie, oerieknt dvil defenee oAeere 
end ARP inepectore end eub-inepectore. The exietlng etoff of ARP odieae will 
be obeofbed In the codre. llie totol eeUmoted coot of the edbeme le Be. 109 lokhe. 
To eiford troinlng feeilltiee to vorioue ARP pereonnri within the province, o 
piovioclol ARP trriniug eohool hoe been opened ot Outlook with 1 deputy director 
ot Ite beod ond 5 Inetructore. 

The number «cif potd pereonnel of wordene, diet oldere ond reeene .eervkee hue 
been ooneiderobly increeeed. Provieion of Be. 3 lokhe boe been made ou neeouat of 
thrir lemunerotien. 

All tbie doee net however ehow, eeid the Flnenoe Minieter. Ihot oir loida 
ore impending. Then ore on the controry dletinot Indieotiona that poaribllitiie 
of eir reldo ore more remote now then eomettme ego. 

Referring to the probkaui of aoiftcotion betwewi the 2 parte of thle provkee 
which come from Bihor ond Modroo. Pt Miero erid thnt dfverrity hoe ezioted k 
0 number of thioga. QovmoMnt hovib however, laid down o policy of brlnidog 
about unidcotion. Thue the Stamp Act boo been unlded, o nnided Foceat Bill boe 
bew introduced In this Aeeembly ; conekat pioeeaa of blending ia going on 1^ 
the tronofer of oidcera from one pert to the other ; leoently etepe nave oemi tokmi 
to bring about complete fiirioo In the edueotionel ephere. 

The eyllobutee in tbe 2 hrivee of the province ut the eehool dnol and Urn 
motileulotlon etoges hove been unlded. The e ou iiei of otudy kr tbe acoondavy 
eehool leaving certidcote ezominotion in B. Orleou hove esaept for Tblugo, beau 
mode ezoetly the lome oa thoee proaefibed for the motrieulollon 
of Betno Unteetrity. The inteieeta of the Telogu atodanta have beoi 
. . Unlverrily tho 


ooteguorded. With the inougnrotlon of on 

bifateotion between tbe 2 bolvee of tko provkoe will dnaifiy 
Oriaeo Univeirity Act will further eonaoHdM the lor 
the Oriaao Steteo and the Britteh diitriete of Oiiaw. Bo 
ore ooBoeraed, there la hardly any diikiBea bot^ 
dlilriotiL Both have out lauguege, ooe lltmtuie and one oultuie. 
kaepenlile part of out 


The 


the Bktei end the Biiiteh 


Sid. MARCH »-The Budget pr opoie l a were d i e cua ee d k the AmwmUy today. 
Initiating the debate SHmaii Sa^ Dmi rirtiriaBd the pnmt paUey of the 
eminent k regard to the espqrt of iko from tho provieoo ood laid that whOa 
thico woe dedeieDoy lo the prollmw the Ckverumeut were ellowkg the wami of 
flee. Blio elao eriariaed tho (kvenwim if.h*eBeteo and wkmatku priioim. 

Ofitielriog tho policy of oo-od«eotkn k te pAmm otm oppioved by ^ 
Oommaicnt. Mr. JBMwmm arid that ha eow k •- - — 

OQ tha Merilma to glvo up tha puidah. 

Tho Jkid Bahadtir pf KhmiUk^ koiid thot with ^ „ 

wik tbe tgports allowed 1^ tho Govemmcul to other provkom. Im May e^oM 
oowoida kero would be very lltlk goto left k the pmvkeo lor loeol nmionmiiiltou. 
Be lemkdid the Govemmeet kel the aesl herveal woidi not be Mdy 


jss'&ss’jtsi 


•Mwogh OflHt 


to to. 
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poflnoe Imomw <A IIm tonad export! from the proTinee in the pnett it hee not 
been d^nilnlx^ eeoertein^ whether it wee e eurplue profinoe or not. Fi^ree eie 
mem being oolleeted. The ^▼ernment of Indie had, he aeid edfOeoM e oertein 
Vfmj not only for controlling export end import of fo^etufle bat for dietrlbntliig 
tte entin oatpat in ^ ooun^ between the exporting end importing end between 
the enrplae end deficit proving. 'Ihe Oentret Government relied moetly on the 
provineiel Govern mente for the eOcocee of the eohemee whi^ they were going 
to enforce. 

Lathi Ghargb in Bbrhampoeb Jail 


leth. MARCH Replying to e queetion by iSrimoft Sarala D$vi, Hon. Mklavi 
Scbhan Khan eteted that e detachment of armed reaerve waa taken to the dietrict 
]eil et Berhampore on November 15 which made a abort lathi charge on the political 
prieonera there an a result of which some iHilitieal priaonere austaiiied injariea ot a 
simple nature on their persona Thia was done as the prisoners became unruly. 
The Minister further stated that a case of araon was registered in regard to the 
burning of the contents of a P. W. D. shed adjacent to the jail and circumstances 
indicated that either political or security prisoners of that jail might have been 
responsible, but no conclusive evidence was forthcoming. The District Magistrate 
of Ganjam made an enquiry among the jail staff in his administrative capacity but 
no report was prepared by the District Magistrate. 

After question time, Pandit Oodavaria ilfisra. Finance Minister presented the 
supplementary demands for grants for the >ear 194 '-43. He also presented the 
report of the Public Accounta Committee relating to the ai>propTtation accounts 
for 1939-40. 


Leoislatorb Under Detention 


17th. MARCH The question as to whether Section 68(4) of the India Gov- 
ernment Act regarding the vacation of seats in the provincial legislature applies to 
a case of voluntary absence of a member or whether it applies to cases where the 
absence is involuntary, that is “as occasiontnl by the absence of a member by events 
beyond his control) such as detention in iail under the Defence Rules** came up 
for consideration today. Mr. Mukunda Prasad />as, speaker, raising the question 
to>day, said that Mr. Mohandas who did not attend meetings of the 
Assembly for a period exceeding 60 days apparently on account of detention under 
the Defence Rules, and some other members who had not attended meetings of 
the Assembiy for different periods for the same reason, had applied for permission 
to be absent from meetings of the Assembly. Mr. Das concluded: "Before striving 
at a definite decision in the matter of correct interpretaiion of Bectiun 68 (4) of the 
Act^ the Chair would like to have the views of some of the members iiicludiug the 
Leader of the House. It is needless to add that a very important constitudonal 
question like this which affects the rights and privileges of members of the House 
will be approached by the members in a dispassionate spirit.’’ The Hpeaker fixed 
March 25 to bear them on the point. 

Tactics of thb Ministry 


24th. MARCH Strong criticism of the spirit in which democr^y was worked 
out in the Oriesa Province was made by the Raja Bahadur of KhalUkote, spealMg on 
a cut motion to the demand under "General Admioistration today. He amd 
that the costitution bad been worked by the previous Ministry aa well as the 
present in a "spirit of viii^ctivenesB and ndventurism.^ 

Aa for the working of Provincial Autonomy in the Province, the Ma Bal^nr 
aaki there wea no parafiel to it in any of toe ^ocracim.of toe wprlj The total 
atrengto of the House was 59, excludinp the Speate. Ninelwn of ^ membesa, 
becanaa they happened to be in oppoaitoon, ’have been aMely IcM^ed Mdn^inrlaon 
ban under the aU^mbraeing aectiona of toe Defence o4 India Buln witomst wiy 
trial. The remaining twelve membera of the majority ptfty aa a proteat are n^ atfopa* 
ing the Aaaembly except when it auita them quietly to 

dance regiater laat toey ahould loae torir memberahip. - With tim M 


mamben diaposed oi in tola convenient way, ^ majroity par^ 
adasiulatnition in the name of the people pi tJto provlnca and demoeracy ana 


on torn 


the auaplM of the Government of India Act. 

Tba Baja Bahadur referred to the occaato w^ 
for want of a quhram and at another time when a tian of 80 
to "enable the Minleteriellate to muattf even tola mluimnaii atn ^ to M 
aaid ; ‘*ThM 5 a eannot be e gi e a tm mutUaUm ol deasocracy or Frofineiai Autonony 
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M U 6stoti in tbit prorinM, nnd It in Indned no exnmple or n modal tlint dioold be 
inoorpomtad in tbe fmnona AtlnnUc Ohnrtar.** Ha oonclodad : "After all, PrOTinoinl 
AotoDom^ bM foiled in aiz provinoea out of alavan in Indio. Wbot doeo it matter 
if we ocknovladKO tba foot and fay that it baa failed in tiny Ortaaa alao inataad 4>f 
permitting thia unreal and artificim atmoaphera to continue any more 7 
« LOOlBLAtOBB UVDIB DOTBITIOH 

IBtb. MARCH The Adyoeata-Ganaral waa praaeot in Aba Aaaembly today to giro 
bia o^nion on the quaetion whether See* 66 (4) of the Government of India Act 
about vacation of aeata for abaence from the Aaaemblv for 60 daya appliaa to the 
▼oinntarv abaence only of a member, or whether it alao appUea to caaea whether 
abaenee la involuntary i. a, a« ocoaaioned by abe«>nee of a member by eveota beyjond 
hia control ouch aa detention in jail under the DI Rulea. 

Mr. Mukunda ProBad Dai, the Speaker, pointed ont that in the Oonatitutiona 
of the Dominiona in tbe Britiah Empire— Canada, New Zealand and Anatralia— a 
different phraaeology waa na4d. In theae Oonatijtntiona, he aaid, the word * faila to 
attend* were need in the place of *‘ia abaent'* used in the preaent Government of 
India Act. To him it appeared that in India, having regard to the peculiar poaitbn 
and the atrnggle for independence, a dediiitely different word waa uaed. 

The AdvocaU Qengral quoted portiona of a number of jiidgmenta of the Privy 
Oounoil aa well aa of the India High Oourta to prove whether the word "abaent” 
impliea voluntary absence only or abaence for any reason whataoever. 

He aaid that alt tbe diotionariea gave the meaning for the word "abaent” aa 
"not preaent**, "being away", and ao on. and not “keeping away*" Now, be added, 
any peraon who waa not preaent in the Aaaemhly was absent. Nothing else waa 
required. If in Australia or Oanada a different language was used, it waa with a 
view to declaring the aeat automatically vacant. 

*Fhe Sveakir then read out a letter received from Mr. Mohan Dae, dated 
February 7, 1942, in which he aaid that the Governor had notiBed tbe aeaaion of 
the Aaaembly which called for hia attendance. He waa detained in the Berhampnr 
jail without trial under an ezecutive order of the Government. He alao said 
timt lie waa -prepared to attend even under police eaoort. He wanted the Speaker 
Meo to bring tbia "serious and unoonatitutional’* position to the knowledge 'Of the 
Houoe and laid that if he waa not present his absence was invoLuntary nnd 
imintentlonaL 

The Raja Bakudur qf KhallikoU aaid -that the member could not be deemed to have 
been abaeut aa the Government "has closed tbe doors of this House against him.** 
It waa open to the Government to detain him inside the preeiiicts of tbe House. 
He wondered if members, who were kept under detention, could eveo apply for 
permisaion aa laid down in Rule 33 of the Assembly Rulea. 

Mr. B, i7. Deputy Leader of the Oougresa Party, held that the aeotion 
nbould not apply to cases wlmre nbsonoe waa involuntaiy due to detentioii under 
the DI Rulea. He aaid that Mr. Mohan Dae had written to the Speaker to make 
arrangemenbl so that he might attend the Amembly even under detention. No 
nrnngamenta had been made. 

The Maharaja of Parlakimedi^ Leader of the Houae, aaid that the absence of 
Mr. Mohan Dns was voluntary in the aenee that be (Mohan Dae) knew befoio* 
hand that for committing certain offences he would be put under detentioii. The 
eheeuoe from the House, therefore, amounted to voluntary abieoce. 

^ OoaoAiBB Lbadbm* CbmuKB MonoH 

WL MARCH Replying to n question etnnding in the name of Mr. Jagamiath 
Jfisra (Oongreee), Mr. PyaH &uinkar Boy, Parliamentary Secretary, atated in the 
Aaaembly todpy that Mr. Biowanath Doe, Leader (A the Urieea Assembly Oongiem 
Party, had aant a motion of no-oonddenoe in the present Mioietry Iidid Berbam- 
pore jail. Mr. Daa had alao made a demand for giving faeiiitiei to him and to 
the other members of tbe Orissa Aaaembly Oongiees who wen In dUfbrant 
jaila under dmantion, to attend the budget aemien of the Aeaembly, 

Qneeiioned no to whether Mr. Das had addnaaed a letter to the Oovmor ol 
Oiieaa in thia oonneetion and whether the Gownment would pines on the table 
ell the oomspondenee between Mr. Dae and Hie Bmlteney end the GoveruMt, 
lb. Boy laid tlM^ aa ihe quation nlaled to Hie EseeHney ^ Govwiior, the 
GoveniBMnt oonld not furoWi any nply. 



The Sind Legislative Assembly 

1 JST OF MEMBERS 


Dm. POPITLAL A Bhopatkar 
Hr. BimiDifji K. Sidbva 
Blum GOBllTDRAIf PRITAlfDAa 
Mr. Nibobaldab 0. Vabirani 
Mr. Lolumal Rbwaohabd 
H oB*^ B. 8. Gokaloab Mbwaldab 
liOB*BLB HbMABDAB B. WaDBWANI 
Mr. Doolatrab Mobandab Obabria 
Mr. 0. T. Valbgba 
Lalla Mbbqbraj Bebrumal 
Mr. NRWAVDRAM VlBBIHDAB 

Mr. Hotgband Hirababd 
Mr. Obarbbab Jbtbanard 
Mr. Gbahumal Taraoband 
Dr. Oboitbrab P. Gidwabi 
Mr. Partabrai Khaibukhdab 
Mr. Taraobabd Dbarabdab 
Mr. Aebit BATABsuro 8 odbo 
K. B. A. K. Gabol 
HoiTblb M. U. Gazdar 
Mr. M. U. Bubro 

Mr. Mubabbad Ybbif Ehah Gbabbio 
P iR GbDLAB HyDBR Bwah 
Mr. Gbulab Mubabbad Kbav Ibrab 
Hob'blb Iixabibux Mawazali PlR 
fla. Q, M. SAYBO 
Hbaikb Abdul Maiib 
Hob’bui K. B. M. a. Kbuhro 
K. B. Hajx Abxrau Tbard Kbab 

Lahorx 

Mir Mubabbad Kban Chabdio 
Mr. M. a. Kbobo 


8. Sobrab Rban Barki 
K. 8. Jaffbr Kbab Burdi 
Kbab Babadur Abbbd Kbab Badato 
Mr. Bbabbdddib Kbab Kabir Kbab 
Mr. Abdub Satar Pirzada 
Bardar Au Qobar Kbab Mbbar 
K. B. Kaibbr Kbab Gbulaii 
_ Mubommad Kbab 

Mr. Mubabbad Ali Sbab 
Mr. Nue Mubabbad Bbab 
Mr. Kabul Bakhbb Kbab Ubbr 
Nawab Uaji Jab Jab Mubabbad 

Kbab 

Mr. Kbair Sbab Ibab Au Sbab 
Makbdub Gbulab Haidbr 
Mr. Mirab Mubabbad Bhab 

_ Zaibulabdib Sbab 

Mir. Gbulab Allab Kbab Talpur 
Mr. Babdbbali Kbab Talpur 
.8. B. Mir allabdad Kban Talpur 
K. B. saybd Gbulab Mabx Sbab 
Mr. Arbab Togacbi Mir Mubabbad 
Mibb Jztbibai T. SiPAHtBALABi 
Mrs. Jebubai G. Allaba. 

LT.«Ool. W. B. Hobbaok 
•O oL. H, J. Mahob. 


Mr. J. Frab» 

Mr. IbBARDAB VARlSrDBAL 
Hub'blr SttT Gbulab Udsbaib 

Hidayatullab 
Mr. Dialbal Doulatrab 
Mr. Nabaibdab A. Bbcbar 


Proceedings of the Assembly 

Budget SeBBum— Kjorachi— 24Ui. Pebniary to 6th. March 1943 
Budgbt Statimbbt por 194344 


A net dellcii of Ba. JS3 lakhs lor tbs current pear tad mn sBtft- 
matid dafioit of Ba. 13 lakhs for the new year were refcaled in the Bnaneial estimatea 
lor 194344 preaeoted by the Premier, Sir OMulam Hu$$ein HidayaiuUak, in the 
‘ ‘ imhiy which eommenoed its Budget Session at Karaohi oa the 


refleed ezpendi- 
estimaled ezpen* 


Bind Legtelatlfe Ae 
Bdth. Pehruarp 1 B 4 B. 

Tb. bniM «•: 1942-43- r wi ted terwii. : lU. 57, 021,000 : 
tan : B., 0^1,000 : 1943- 44 — a rt natwi n*miM : Ba. 40,641,000 : 
dltan I Rt. OOMTjOOO. 

Tin MenipuiTinf tb. Mtini.to tboin tint t«o mdn 

aunlj. tb. Hot nbdlloa uid tb. flood. tunMd wtot oiigbt b.TO boo. • Mriy 
moMtaao ion. hito • bod flnaneia! you. MovortbdMO, tbuk. to tbo pradnt 
hoibMidiaR of Ibe nooanc. of tbo movioee )n ptovioo. 50W, tb. Oofcnnont wi. 
•U. to wiUirtiud 000 floonebd ihoek oftet wtolber. Aetoolly, m} 0 IbR ■onona- 
daii,thodcfloit.ai«B<«lt«oovibiMBoatonpimf wora<^ of bat 

iaHond noripto sortMoriy lam Iwd oaloat eoablad tbo Gofonnoat to 
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Ooe otliar intensttnc tetiira of tbo budgil it the wty l 94 «fcieli the war aSbetad 
tlia pioriaelal flnanoet. IIm Hte in indnatritf aetifity and Sia agriaaltnral inot- 
parity dnt to ibo war lad to riaaa in raveune nndar a onmber of baada and tha 
Qovaromant of India paid for the conatruetion of atratagic roada which are nlti- 
mataly for the banefit of (be proflnoe. Ilie enmalatiya affect of all thia waa a net 
azoeaa in racaipta of over one and a ouarter eroraa but thia waa more than nnllifiad 
by a net excaca in tha axpanditnra aiaa of over Ra. 137 lakha and a fall of aboot 
Ra. 40 lakha in irrigation racaipta due to tha flooda and Hnr troubta. 

Faebh Taxation Pbopobals 


25th. FEBRUARY The Premier announced in tha Aaaambly today tha fdl« 
iOwing proposals to meet tha anticipated deficit of 13 lakha during tha year 1943-44. 

Firatly, an incraaae in tha entertain moot duty providing for tha pgyment to 
Government of 20 par cent of the groaa takinga at all entertainmenta other than 
an admiaaion to the race courae where .‘0 paf cant will continue to be levied; 
aacondly, incraaae to one anna *por unit of tha exiating electricity duty and tha 
impoaitioii of a duty of one pice per unit on induatrial uaea of electricity ; thirdly, 
there would be an increaae in certain stamp duties on the transfer of property in the 
city of Karachi and an increate in certain registration fees. 

Other sources of revenue that Government would depend upon to tide over 
its financial difficulties were the profits that the Government were exited to make 
through its own trading in the exiKirt of surplus food grains and the anticipated 
extra revenue through the introauction of the revised settlement in July this yerr. 
In respect of the last item 8ir Gliulam Hussain announced that it was proposed tc 
introduce a sliding scale for the three main crops— cotton, rice and wheat— and to 
fix cli*) iiS4:M4 a nr. on tin »iv<jrA:;e at 30 1/3 per cent of the net assets. 

The Premier referred to Mie Govern men t’s pro|>osals for irrigation development 
costing Rs. 15 crores and ho|>ed that the profits on Government's export trade of 
surplus food grains will go some way forwards finding funds required. 

Defending the Gov^ment [lolicy in acting independently in respect of the 
sale of surplus food grains, the Premier said the Sind Government had no inten- 
tion of subsidising other provinces by providing them,^ with cheap food when the 
later, in return, only provided tbit province with msniifsctured articles and other 
produce at prices* which hsd incressm more than twice, proportionately above the 
pre-war level. Very considerable profits are ex;>erted by the Sind Government by 
Itself trading in exportable surpluses. is reidjeed" said the Premier, *Uhat thereby 
the Sind. Government will receive a considerable income which it is denying to its 
own producers, but sfter sll this Goverwent and the people generally 
will reap the advantage which is denied to* iudividualB.*’ 

Sind HiNinr Women's Pboferty Rights 


A Bill extending the provisions of the Hindu Women's Rights to Property 
Act of 1937 to agricultural lands in its appliebtion to Sind was pecMd into law by 
the Assembly today. 

General DiaooasioN of Budget 

27th. FEBRUARY The Sind Oov6rnmeiii*s policy of ^'trading in eommoditlea 
for the ptiriHMes of making profit" by puvrbasing stiriNua wheat within the Provinee 
at ooiitroiled prices siid selling it to other Provinces at higher priees was eritleised 
by Mr Nichaldas Waeiranij a former Sind Minister, when the genersi discussion of 
the Budget begsn todsy. Mr. Wsgirani, who initisted tbe debate, eaid that it was 
not propir for the Government to convert ireeif intow commercial concern nor was 
it lawful for them to do so nn^r the Defence of India Rulea. He maintained that 
the purpoae of the Defence of India Rules, as far aa the control of prioes and 
moveiq^ts ofvcommoditiea were conoemed, waa the "maintenance of •ujpplieiL’* 
Moreover, the Government of India, Section 297, prohibited the Provineial Govern- 
mente from controlling exporte between the Provinoc's. 

Sir Ghutom Bumin BidawahUlak, the Premier remarked **We are on mh 
ground and if anybody donbta iK let bias go to ^urt.** 

Mr. G, if. ayed, « member of the Altindia Mnelim Leimae WorUng Oom- 
mitten, urged the Goveromtnt to bring forward ite agrarian lemf bills wfth^ ter 
or IsTOur. The Govemment should uot telow "Hindu Imperlsiisk poUnyt** he sskL 
ist MARC8 s— Tbe geumi dieenesion on the biMgei oouMnSM Tbs 

Premier rd 4 FiBunoe Minister, Sir Ghmiam Bmeea§n BMgmkilUed^ n»biC to 
the vurioos points raised by the earlte speakers, idbuUad Ite ehiiiii Mi tte 
xovsnos returns hsd been undereetimeted. He mwulaiRed Ihut^ expomd ae ttM 
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The Speaker 0Yer«niled the objeeiloni boldine that the ietue of ubetber Mue- 
lino ehoold or ihoold not remain under o Centrof Government *'wfui not merelv 
the primary but the fundamental concern of the L^ialature,** because a Oeniral 
Government such as that envisaasd in the Act of 1935 was to be constituted of 
provincial units and, therefore , their legislatures had a right to express their view 
on that issue. 

Mr. G. M, Syed, the mover of the resolution, in a long speech which the House 
heard witli rapt attention said there was no other solution for the salvation of the 
country than Pakistan. He dwelt on* all the aspects of this question — historical, 
geographical and national and cited the instances which he considered parallel and 
decisive for his argument Tension, however unpalatable, he said, was a necessary 
condition of progress, l)ecause anyone aiming at a fruit becoming sweet before it 
had matured and passed through the stage of being completely sour was destroying 
the life of the fruit and would never achieve his purpose. He drew a picture of a 
subcontinent of p^ple **more or less homogeneous and geographically, socially, 
economically, religiously and politically one—yet impossible to unite or to be 
governed as one.** 

The difference was not only one of class but a material solid fact of the two 
communities. Bo long as the Hindus remained as Hindus there could be no 
possible basis of one nationality. Mr. Byed concluded by expressing the earnest 
nope that Mr. Gar. jhi would see the futility of artificial unity. '*1 ventnre to hope 
that bU inner light will reveal to him the imperative need to concede to the Muslim 
nation the right of self-determinstion and theieby he will spare us all the tragedy 
that will inevitably happen leading to disastrous consequences if this fair demand 
of the Mualims ia oppoaed and any condition that does not confer this right upon 
Mualime it thrust upon us agsinst our wishes.” 

The resolution was supported by Sheikh Abdul Majid who, in moving his 
amendment, said that the Muslim League had never stood in the way of safeguards 
for minorities. 

Khan Bhadur Khuaro, Beveuus Minister, .supporting the resolution said it 
wae a miatake to suppose that the Cripps proposals had conceded the Muslim 
demsnd for selfodeterroinstiou. He referred to the geographicsl position of Sind 
and said the Mualims* right of self-determination must be accepted by the British 
Government. 

The Hindu Ministers, Dr. Hemandaa and Rai Saheb GokuJdaa, both of 
whom are representatives of the Hindu Mahasabha oppoaed the resolution. 

Rai Saheb Gokuldaa asid no such resolution had been passed in any other 
Provincial Legislature or in tlie Central Houses of Legislature. It appeared to be 
mov^ in the Sind Assembly because its passage was couaidered to i>e a oertainty 
in view of the Muslim League majority. He dwelt on the practical diCRculiiei of 
Pakistan and to tlm warnings of history against its implementation. 

Alter the Bretuier had supported the resolution, a division was demanded by 
Dr. Samandaa, The division resulted in B4 votes being ^ recorded in favour of 
the resolution and three against it, nsmeiy tlie two Hindu Ministers and one 
Hindu Parliamentaiy Secretary, 'ihe three European members temained neutral. 
The House then adjourned till the 6th. 

Boogst Demakds Pabbbd 

ath. MARCH The Assembly to-dsy crested another record passing the 
entire budget demand for the new year at one .sitting, although six days had been 
allotted for the purpose in ihe programme. 

The Revenue demand was debated upon and pasted during the afternoon, 
and the'^ whole of the remaining demands amounting to nearly tour croiea were 
paa^ in exactly two hours. 

]^ve cut motions moved by the Opposition were withdrawn. During the 
diaenasion ol the Police demand, Mr. ' Oazdar, Minister for Home Afiairs 
laid that there were 80 eeenrity prisoners ia the province. He added that he had 
ordered a re-examination of their records. 

As rMSida charges of corruption egainst the poKea Mr. Gaailar said that one dietrict 
police em^r agaiaat whom allegationa of corraption were made bad been reverted. 

The Speaker, 6yad Jftraa Mohamad Shah, lefarring to this record, eaid that 
nowhere in the history bi pmlneial autonomy had any legialatura passed the 
antiTC hodf^ within a day. Ha eoasidaicd that this dsiiODatrated the strength 
of the Minklerial wty. 

As a laanlt oT&ia ^aiek adoption of the budget, the a sii i o n coododed before 
the Old of the woik. 
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Proceedings of the Punjab Assembly 

Budget Setrion— Lahore— 4th. March to 2Sth. March 1943 

SUPPLSMBNTABy ESTIMATES 

The Budget MNion of the Punjab Legislative Assembly oommenoed at Lahore 
on the 4th. Maieh 1948 when supplementary estimates of expenditure for the enrrent 
pig i^xegating to Rs. 238.00, OOU were presented by Sir Manohar Lai, Finanoe 

The estimates revealed that the Punjab Government have advanced Rs. 
30AO.OOO, to the Co-operative Department for the purchase of maise, bajra and rice 
to supplement stocks of wheat and gram stored under the wheat storage schema 
and Rk 17,00.000 to l^uty Commissioners for the ‘purchase of food grams for the 
people of the province. . ^ 

It was also disclosed that out of the current year's anticipated surplus of Rs. 
85.00,000 the Government had decided to augment by Rs. 60.00,000 the Peasante* 
Welfare Fund, which was started last year with a sum of Rs. .’10.00,000, and ineraaae 

a f Rs. 20.00.0(X) the special development fund, which was created by the Sikandar 
Inistry in 1938 with an initial sum of Rs. 55,00,000. ^ ^ - 

The supplementary estimates also provide a sum of Rs. 1,20,000 for the grant 
of loani to owners of transport vehicles to purchase producer g** plants in order to 
encourage the saviog of petrol. 

Financial Statement for 1943-44 

5th. MARCH :~A surplus of Rs. 6 lakhs in the current year on the basil of the 
revised eetimates and a likely surplus of Rs. oO.lakhs in the coming ymr was •horn 
by Sir Manoharlal, Finance Minister, presenting the Budget estimates in the 

^***Tli/ figures for the 2 years are 1942-43— Revised revenue lU. Rkbs : 

revised expendituro Re. 15.71 lakhs ; 19A3-44-Revenue estimates Rs. 15,19 lakhs ; 

expen^ture R^lA^^l^ tiie present abnormal conditions which might call for an 
increase in emnditure and his pessimism about any real prosjwt 
revenue, the ^ance Minister uttered a warning that the estimated surplus of Rs. 
60 lak& was not a fact on which they could safely build tdans of ^ 

Dealing first with 1941-42 the Finance Minister *8'*^ **^*^,*\^™^*®® ^ ^ 
Budget for the year a surplus of about Rs. 4^ Iskhs was 
now revealed that the year actually ended, witi a surplus of Rs. 

Analysing the position during 1942-43, Bir Manoharial said • When t^e 

Budget for the ourreot year ® ^?*^**13 6§*la& ^ 

Ravenna was mtimated at Rs. 13,53 lakhs and expenditure at Rs- *3,03 laxns. AS 
the 'TC.T adTuioed luee claim* for expenditure for enauring aecunty, providing 
^iJrt tlmaSSrtofTroS. 2nd the preroing neceroit, “•jaTJt^HfcSSSSd 
uloirance, bore beevil; on our revenue and at one lime I 

of .ttoLat Be I crore : but the revieed eaumatee now briore the Houro 
SLwIffily^ZSJrof CTlakhe. The .«rplu.^irt«.d ou^re^^^ 

estimatea were present^ yesterday that ttie surplus stands at this reduced uomioal 
^^^l5e ^rwv^**itimateB of receipts, Sir Manoharial pointed out, 
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(Bi. 12 likhi ) ooald not be eaticipetod et ell. Of the other iteme of inereeie, the 
lergeet inereeee wee thet of Be. 66 lebht under Lend Be?enne. 

Ageioet this big increese in reoeipte, the Fineoee Minieter went on, there it 
ileo e Urge espeneion of revenue expenditure. The moet etriking feetuxee of the 
veer*e finenoe ere: (1) e further eddition of Be. 20 lekhi to theSpedel Develop- 
ment Fund (3) the trensfer of Be. 60 lekhi to the Peeeente* Welfme Fund, (9) 
provieion during the ^eer of en edditionel enm of Be. 31 lekhe fof pol^ to 
strengthen the machinery for securing peace end order, (4) expenditure on A. B. P. 
t^t now stands at the high figure of Bs. 73,54,00a (5) expenditure of about Be. 
50 lal^ . in providing daarneee allowance to all Government employees drawing 
pay upto Be. 100. 

For the current year, Sir Manoharlal pointed out, the budgeted provision for 
Police was Bs. 1,67,75,000. This had to be increased during the course of the year 
by about Be. 31 lakhs. It had now been found neceosary to provide Bs. 2,13,40,000 
for 1943-44. 

Treatment or Dbtenob 

3th. MARCH The Punjab Government have forbidden the levy of any 
contribution to the War Fund, whether voiuntry or otherwise, based on the land 
revenue demand or collected through the revenue agency. This was announced 
by Mr. Maqbool Mahmood, replying on b^alf of the Premier to a question. 

The House then proceeded to diecusa the supplementary demands for grants 
for the current year. Speaking on a cut motion on the grant for Bs, 11,06,990 in 
respect of jails and convict settlements, Sir Gokulchand Narang, on behalf of the 
Opposition, made a stirring appeal to the Premier to accord better treatment on 
humanitarian grounds to Congress prisoners like the Leaders of the Opposition 
and other Congress members of the Punjab Assembly who had been detained since 
August 1942. 

Lt.-Col. Malik Khizar Hyat Khan, Premier, in a brief reply, pointed out that 
since the Civil Disobedience movement was an all-India, movement, the Government 
of India had laid down the broad principles of policy which had been applied by 
the Provincial Government in the light of the Itioal otrcumstances. 

Referring to the demand for better treatment of detenus, the Premier recalled 
that the matter was discussed threadbare during the last session after which the 
Provincial Government issued a communique setting forth the concessions granted. 
He assured the House that their intention was tq be as human as possible. 

I'he out motion was lost and the House voted the supplementary, demand for 
grant. 

Congress Detenus in Punjab 

ISth. MARCH If the Congress leaders at present detained in the Punjab 
give assurances that they will not thwart the war effort^ then the Government 
would be prepared to consider the question of their release in suitable cases.— Jlits 
announcement was made by Malik Khizar Hyat Khan Tiwana, Premier, 
intervening in the general discussion on the budget in the Assembly this 
afternoon. 

Malik Khizar Hyat Khan ofiered a vigorous defence of the Government’s 
policy in detaining those persons and assured the House that it was not vindictive 
in any sense. On the other hand, their intention was tq be as human as possible 
in dealing with them short of converting the jails into TOlitical clubs. He ixnntsd 
out that |heie were at present lesa than 500 civil disobedience prisoners in the 
Punjab Jails and that 25 percent of the total number detained had already been 
leleamd on giving suitable assurances. 

The Premier explained that civil disobedience had been launched in the shadow 
of a danger of" invasion and was an open rebellion. It could not be tolerated in a 
province which had pledged unconditional support to the successful prosecution of 
the war and whose sevim lakhs of soldiers were fighting the battle of India’s 
fre^m. He declared that the Punjab Government, which were the choeen 
representative of the martial classes, found themselves in eompleto agreement with 
the action which was necessary to prevent the jfiersons they represented from being 
stabb^ in the back. He took lefpRmate pride in the fact that the province bad 
been completely free from the disturbances which had ooenrred dsewhete and that 
there bad consequently bem no firing. Only one shot^ he added, had to be fired, 
but no one killed^ 

Replying to the eritieism as to why no Interviews had besp ellowed with the 
Oongiess priaonerq. the Premier said that the policy of not allowing ihtervlewi had 
been oonsiatentiy followed by the Government of India in the tm of the high 



MiB. ’43 ] 


BELEA8E OF COKGBEB8 DBTEMUg 


qongiy .lt^ OBsept tm ttw ^interlnda of Mr. G«idU<« fMt Ha, boMvtr. 
BtmMd that thfl Oongwii dcnMid for odo oIom ot prioomn hod ban ooMadod 
ond the diet nonef bad ton mdnally ntaed in aoeetdanoe.wlth the thw lo prlaie 
•nd m now more than double of wbat wee eenodoned In AngoatlMg. 

Mnrrlng to the eecnrity priaonera, the Piemier Mid that • on the drat Maieh, 
IM. the total nnBto of thoae detained under Bale 129 of toe Deface ot India 
Bulea wna 48. whtte thoa detain^ under Bqla 26 were 164, of whom tUrtaa hod 
bea detuned under the oidera of the Oovernment of Indio. 

Malik Khiur Hyat Khu reraled that an underground mofomat bod baa 
unMrthed and a large number of arma and aabotage matwiala had been noofeiede 
Three reroWen had also been recovered from a lady. 

Ckmoluding, the Premier warmly reciprocated the feelinga of eonmunnl 
harmony expreaaed by aeveral epeakers and aaid that a board For dealing with 
poatwar problema waa already at work. 

Wheat Pubghabb fob Centbal .Gott. 

An aaauranoe that the Punjab Government had no intention of 
interfering with the purchaaing operationa of the exiating trade agenoiea and 
that the Indian firma aotild get their due ahare of comroiaaion for the puiebaae of 
wheat for the Government of India, waa given by the Premtar thia afternoon, 
replying to a abort notice queation about Ihe purohaae of wheat on behalf of the 
Government of India. 

Bat Bahadur Oopal Daa asked whether it was a fact that the sole agency for 
buying wheat for the Government throughout the Punjab was intended to be nven 
to a European firm ; if so, what were the reasons for the step ; why waa aumi a 
serious departure was being made from the set policy of the Government to 
encourage indigenous trade and venture ; what was the special reasons for over- 
looking the interests of the traders of this provin<^ and whether the Government 
had invited the views of the Punjab public bodies including the Ohambers of 
Commerce on this question ? 

M ng on bmialf of Abe Development Minister. Choudhri Tikaram eald 
vernment had no intention of giving anything in . the nature of a 
monopoly on Government account. The arrangements^ contemplated by the Govern- 
ment would allow the existing trade agencies to function to the full extent of their 
capacity. The major portion of the commission would go to the existing trading 
agencies. The arrangements being made were not designed in any way to interfere 
with the existing trade channels. 

The answer evoked a barrage of supplementary questions from the Opposi- 
tion. 

Replying, the Premier assured tbs House that the Indian firms would get 
their due share, but the Government could not discriminate against any Europm 
firm which had been acting as agent of the Government of India for the supply 
of wheat. 

Premier on bis Delhi Spbbgh 

?Snd. MARCH 'T stand by the commitments msde by my predecessor, the late 
Bir Sikandar Hyat Khan, ** declared Malik Khizj Hyat Khan Tiwana, Premier, in the 
Assembly this afternoon, replying to the criticism of bis statement at the recent Delhi 
meeting of the Council of the All-India Muslim League about the^ Bikandar-Jinnah 
Pact. He added that he was a layman and did not wish to enter into high poliUos. 

Speaking earlier, Malik Barkat A/t (I^gue), welcomed the Premier's tp^ at 
the League Council meeting. The declaration conUin^ in that spg^i wsa 

an important departure from the past. Now .Muslim I^n® ^rty wo^ en^ 
into a coalition with other parties and this ooaliUon would be called the Unionist 

^*^^bhoudhH Bumtr Singh wked why Mdik Bwkut All wm litUuK oo the Oppo- 

AU replied that he did not rit with the CoMmUt Peig 
liecanse it did not owe allegiance to the Muslim League and Mr. Jinnah, but •• 
Boon as the formation of me Muslim League Party was announced, he together wIMi 
his coileegnes would cross to the Ministenalist benebee. 

Pub. Accounts CoiiMiTTBe Bbfobt 

The report of the PoMio Acooooto I " **”* 

the Pinenoe Minister, Sir Maw^r The Oommittse jy^Mfietion wig 

the revenue and financial position of the i^noe. The debt positiOB waa eqaallj 
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•oand. Tha net debt which on April 1, 1940, stood et Bs. 853,700,000 rose to Bs. 
mxxmx> on Mnr 31, 1941, thus sddine Bs. 17300,000 to the debt lisbility of the 
profinee in spite of the loan of Bs.l7, 500,000 raised during the year. 

These figures demonstrate the sound financial policy which is being pursued 
by Government in systematically reducing every year part of the debt previously 
hienrred. Against this net debt of Be. 371,000,000, the capital expenditure outside 
the revepne lacoounts up to the end of the year 1940-41 amounted to Rs. 44,99,00300. 

The capital expenditure is thus higher than the net indebtedness by nearly 
Be. 80,000j000 and has to this extent b^n met by the Punjab Government from its 
own resources. The Punjab irrigation schemes on which by far the greatest part of 
the capital expenditure has been incurred, have shoVm themselves over a long series 
of years to be definitely remunerative. 

Fabtiho in Jail 

28rd. MARCH i^Munahi Harilal, M. X. A., (Oongress) and another Congress 
prisoner, Swami Kiahan . Daa undertook a 21-day fast in Mianwali Jail in 
sympathy with Mr. Gandhi’s fast lliis was revealed during question hours 
in the Assembly this afternoon by Sited Amjad Alt, replying on behalf of the 
Premier. Byed Amjad AU said that fresh and dry frulu at his own expense in 
addition to as much milk and curd as could be covered by the Government 
allowance at annas 12 pies 3, was the daily menu of Munshi Harilal during the 
p^od of the fast. Bwami Eishan Das •prescribed for himself the following scale 
ot food : milk one seer, curd half seer, oranges two, and dates two cbbataks. 

Byed Amjad Ali added that in view of the diet prescribed and consumed by 
the two detenus their health was not affected. That was why the Government did 
not consider it necessary to issue any communique in this respect 

Byed Amjad Ali also informed the House that facilities in the matter of 
games were allowed to civil disobedience prisoners at their own cost 

There is no suppression of news in the Punjab nor is there any pre-censorship 
order imposed on newspapers. This statement was made by Byed Amjad Ali on 
behalf of the Premier replying to a question by Bardar Kapur Bingh. Byed Amjad 
AU added that the newspapers were at liberty to consult the Press Adviser for 
guidance whether the publication of any news would amount to a prejudicial 
wport. 

Rbstbiction on the Prbbb 

25Ui. MARCH The question of restrictions on the publication of news in 
connection with the Civil Disobedience movement of 1942 was raised during the 
question-hour this afternoon by Lola Duni Chand, who asked whether the 
Government intended to remove or relax the restrictions. 

Syed Amjad Alt, replying on behalf of the Premier, stated that the arrests 
since August 9, 1942 had been allowed to be reported by the press subject to certain 
restrictions designed to prevent sucii news coming from unauthorised and irrespon- 
sible sources. Bo far as the Punjab was concerned, no factual news of importance 
had been suppressed, while happenings in other parts of India, as was evident from 
newspaper reports, had received the fullest publicity. Byed Amjad Ali assured that 
t^. restrictions would be removed or relaxed as soon as it was desirable to do so. 

Answering another question, Syed Amjad .Ali said that no newspaper suspend- 
ed pubiication in the Punjab as a result of any general order issued to the press. 

A series of questions were also asked regarding detenus and the House was 
Informed that they were receiving uniform treatment in the different jails of the 
pzovincer where ‘ they were con finw. 

After the qutotion, the Assembly passed supplementary estimates for the 
cuneiit year (third instalment) aggregaUng to Rs. 2,63,330 and adjourned. 




S6B GOVERMIIENT OF TBE UNITED IBCVlKCES [trciscir- 

lim§ icewtlied Uiil thm Med be oo edditioael iezetloii in tlie pf eeeat elete ol the 
fineBoee of the pcorliioe. 

The only noteble isemee in the next yeer'e bntot eetimetee of Beeelpte, ee 
eompeied with the right-monthly xefieed eedmetee for the current year, ere under 
•*lezee on inoome” (SS! 2iJOO lekbe) end **Foreet»’ (Be. 19.82 lekhe). It if antlripeted 
thet Eseiee lercnue, the preeent eteep rife of wbieh le eteted to be due to temporery 
iMtofi. will In I943r44 rcooid e fell of Be. 28.U lekbe. 

The piofirion pn eoeouni of deemeee ellowenee ie dietributed between ?erioos 
beede of cxpenditoTe» end the Mel eoeti et the preient retee, ie eftimeted to be 
eppioslinetely Be, 87 CO lekhe per ennum. .inehiaing grente-in-eld on thie eocount 
to loeel bodlee wbieh edopt elmiler eriiemee of deemeee ellowenee like thet of the 
Goremment for their eetebliehmente. 

The eetimeted expenditure for the eoming fiueneiel yeer on netion-bnilding 
eerrioee eneh ee Edueetion, Medieel, Pnbllo Heelth, Agrionltnreb Rnrel Oefriopment 
etc., to Be. 40iR8 lekhe. 

The Go?eromeot propoee, ee en experimentelv meeeure, to re-eqnip end re- 
orgeoiee eerteiii mnnieipel diepeoeeriee end eonrert them into **eoUege hoepitel,” et 
e eoet of Be. 78.386. The eottege hoepitele will teke over from the rural pnetl- 
tloner eneh oeeee ee cennot be treated et the petient’e home end will peee on to the 
bigger hoepitrie et the dietriet headquartere. To meet the acute ahortege of trained 
nnreee Gofernment, ee en experimental meeeure, propoee to etert e College of 
Burring in Bombay. 

On the aererel echemea figuring in the Special Derriopment Programme there 
to one which malma a prorlaion of Be. 5 lekhe for meaaures to ameliorate the condition 
of baekwerd eleeaee end another of Be. 5 lekhe for anti-erosion schemee. 


The Govt, of the United Provinces 

Fioaneial Sutoment for 1943-44 

A rerenne eurplne of Bs. 8 lakhs is anticipated in the budget of the U. P. 
Goyernment for 1948-44 published on the toth. March 1948. The estimates of 
re^pia and rerenue expenditure for the year have been put at Bs. 2,026 and Bs. 
2,018 lakhs. In a Bote, the Financial Adriser, Sir T. Sloan saye it is certain that the 
close of the preeent year will find the Prorince in a sound, financial position and 
the prospects for next year are equally good. The main beada are taxes on income, 
excise foreeta, police, mvil defence and induatriea. 

In the rcYiaed eatimatea for 1942-43 receipts have risen from Be. 1,712 lakhs 
to Bs. 2,011 lakhs and revenue expenditure from Bs. 1,706 lakhs to Bs. 2fl(X) lakhs, 
leaving e surplus of Ks. 11 lakhs. Capital expenditure shows an increase of Bs. 62 
lakhs. This is due to an outlay of over Bs. 73 lakhs on the Government's grain 
purchase- and atorage scheme. Under the debt end deposit heads there hee been a 
deterioration of Be. 110 lakhe. 

Irrigation receipts are expected to reach a new high level of Bs. 227 lakhe In 
the current yeer owing to the increeee in sugarcane area end more tocilities for 
inigetdon provided by the 6erda Canal extension and expansion of the tul^well 
system. The debt poeitkm ie practically the tame as a yeer ago. Total liabilitiea. are 
eetimeted et Be. 8.783 lekbe et the end of the current yeer and B8. 3,955 lal^ at 
the end of the budget year. 

Bcgarding 19^-4^ under the debt and depoait heada receipta are expeeted to 
exceed deposite by Be. 217 lakhe, end the reeult of trenaeotione to expected to be en 
incoming of Be. 167 lekhe and a cloaing balance of Bs. 229 lekbs. By the end of 
the current year Be. 217 lekbe will have been paid into the Revenue EfnMrve Fund 
which wee opened leet year to enable Government to ooneerve' any revenue enrplns 
prlmerily to meet the inoieeeing expenditure on civil defence end aeeonderily to 
provide money lor poat-wer reedoetrnetion. Government expect Co pnt another 
Be. 148 lekhe into the liuid next year, mekhig a total of Be. 866 lekhato of which 
Be. 810 lekhe will have eome from aele of equipment. Expenditure on civil dritenpe 
In the seme period to et preeent eetimeted et Be. 285 toUis, thoogh it may beJese. 

While the policy of the Government to to restrict new expenditora tlin here 
made provialoD m eew items of total cost of Be. 18 tol^, wueh to Bii lo liSfo 
leei then in the eniient yeer. Be. 61 latte gqes to i|eAm*biiihUag depeftmente 
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Urii«i Bk. IM laUto b) ftw giili, MhednM oMtat’ ud baekmud ataMM* adnaatlM. 

. /«?»?**• *« *•“ eorrMt yms ahow that oa Um nealpta alda than aia 
ff**^.**ti. under on inoona. nanaly. Ra. 85 laMia, land Mraana 

Bfc 14 bldia, otbrn UM and dntiea i4 lakba, ir^tion Ba. 17 Mcha, Mlaiinia> 
tratfam onuato Ba. S laUia, pohae Ba. lO lakba, dril dafenaa Ba. 85 lakba and 
^nlar from Barmua Baa^ Fund 65 lakba. On tbe aspanditum akk latnorbuit 

dalanoa Ba. w lakba and ttananr to lha lUranua 

Baaerra Fund Ba. 90 lakba. 

Ike tootaaaa of Ba. 72 lakba in azoita laaaiptn ainoa 1910-41 in dna to 8 Main 
aauaaa— <1). toecm in tte eonanmption of oonntr; liquor and druga, (8) anUatitotioo 
of winoB ond spirlti md niftlt liquor from ofonoM by commodlaM nonafftotacod 
tn lodiot ud (3) inerwoed damand for power aleohol. 

The eeoount for 1941-40 ehowe ihat in rerieed eetimatee the Goferonoot 
expected e eurploe of fd>out Be. 18 Ukhe after allowing for expenditure of Be. 75 
lakhe not laoliided u the original budget. The aoiual eurplue wae Be. 37 Ukhe of 
which Be. 35 lakhe wae traneferred to the Bevenue Reeerve Fund and the eetnal 
eoiplae ehown in the account ie Be. 2 lakhe. Bevenue reoeipta roee from Be. 1,434 
lakhe in the original eetimatee to Re. 1,650 lakhe end refenue expenditure from 
Ba. 1,429 lakhe to Be. 1,648 lakhe.*. Oapital expenditure at Be. 39 lakhe wae Be. 23 
lakhe leee than eaiimated, and there wae a deterioration of Be. 141 lakhe uader 
the debt and depoalt heads. 


The Go?t. of the Central Provinces 

Fioancta! Statemknt for 1M3-44 

The bndfl^ esUnatee of the 0. P. and Berar Qofernment for 194344 

S bliahed on toe 35th. Mereh 1343 in a Gaiette Extraordina^ rereel a eurpnla of 
i. 7,04,000. Rerenne xeoeipte are estimated at Re. (39,61,000 and re?enoe 
expenditure at Be. 6,^.57,000. 

Estimates of both reyenae and expenditure ere ebnormelW high due to 
feotore arising out of the war. Revised eeiiniate for 194243 indicates e eurplue 
of Ba. 14,64 lakha ae against 3.^ lekhe in the budget. Tbit increase In tbe 
eurplue ie due to inbreaae in rerenue under Forests due to large orders for 
ttmoer and other forest produce required for wer purpoeee. On the expeuditnre 
idde there ie a large inoreeee of Be. 16.18 lakhs under Ciyil Defenee ae only e lump 
provision of Be. 4 laidie was made in the budget. 

A new fehtnre of the budget is the creetion of e post-wer reeonetructlon 
fond whieh by the end of the next dnanoiel year will stand at Re. 30,00,000. 

llien ti no lieah taxation, but taxation measures due to expire ere extended . 
by year. 

A liotable feature of the budget is tbe reduction of expend! tore J>nder Civil 
Defenee from Be. 20,18.000 to Be. 16.86.000. showing a eeying of Re. 3.32,000 during 
the nest financial yeaf, owing to improrement in the wer eituetioD. 

GoTOrnment have deoidra to grant free l«el aid to abori^nele in apeordapoe 
with the xeoommendationB of the Aboriginal Tribes Ef'fiuiry • beginning 

has beeh made by profidlng funds for me aborigiqele of Mudla dietrlc^ 

Tlia for tiM encouregement of hend-spinning end bend-weafing ia ruru 

areu under the eu # pf ee e of the All-India Spinners Aesocietion will be oontlnued 
ind pfofieiott for grant of Be. 12,560 to tbe aisoeietioo bee been made. 


The Government of Bihar 

FiouicMl Statement for 1943-44 

the Bihar GovanaaMt Badgat far 


A MuplM of Ba. 61 l.klM i.aatin.tod to 
184844 paWahad 00 thataih. Hank ^ «,,.«« a. 

lha laeeipta for Um year ora oogaia todi at ft* Jot 

at Ba, 386 i.ma n. total raraaoa bodgattid lac 19|2*48 waa Ba. 60B 


SM FIKANOIAI. BTAraMBRIB XOB 190-44 

«Ueh Um MfiMd m O m at m ate Bi. lakha. i|;aiatt the total bndgattod expaodi- 
tme o( BBi ESQ laUw for tha eomat yaar tha lanaad MtfaatoaanoDDt to Ba W6 
lairha. Thu la aathiag apedal in tUa badgat exeapt that tlto Goramment ata to 
«. <1, M. I4», tt. 




The Government of Madras 

Financial Statement far 1943-44 

A rerenae snrplas of Ra. 10,06.000 is sbown in the Budget Estimatee for 
1048-44 of the Madras Goremment publMied on the ISnd. nmh 1048, receipts 
amounting to Re. 21,82,63.000 against expenditure of Rs. 21,22,56,000. 

There is no pcopo^ for new taxes nor for floating loans, but the estimates 
envisage withdrawal of the usual rerenue remissions for the coming year amounting 
to about Ba. 75.00/XX). 

The year commenoea with an opening balanee of Ra. 92,66,000 against a closing 
baisfyw 01 Ba, 50,68^000. 

Transactions outside the Revenue Account show an excess of disbursements 
over receipts of Rs. 41,96.000.. 


The Government of N. W. Fr. Province 

Financial Statement for 1943-44 

The Budget Estimates of the NWFP Oovernment for 194344 published on 
the Sind. March 1848 show a deficit of Re. 7,73,000 on Revenue Account. 

The total revenue for the year is estimated at Rs. 2,06,94.000 mainst which 
expenditure inclusive of new items is expected to amount to Rs. 2,14,67,000. 

Formation of League Ministry 

A oommunique from the Government House, Peshawar, announced on the 
nib. May leu that his Excellency the Governor has been pleased to appoint the 
following to be mefnbers of his Oouncil ot Ministers 

Sptaker, Infcrmation, T^g Hon’blb Khan 

Tbi Hov'blb Saedab Babadub Kbav, Mababmad Babin Jab, b.a., lub^ 

B.A., LL.B. Minister for Education, 

Ministers. Parliamentary Secretaries. 

TjU Hon*BLI Chief Minister Babdab PiB Btbd Jalal Bbab, Ckuf Parlia^ 
Mobd. Aubanosbb KbaN. Tbb Hon’blb mentary Secretary. R. 8. Mauk-UB- 

Babdab Babadub RabEban, Nisbtab, Rabban Kban, m.a. Parliamentary 

B.A., LL.B.. Finance Minister. .Tbb Secretary. Kban Mabbullab Kban, 

Hon’bIiB Bapdab Ajit Binob, Minister B.A., ll.b. Parliamentary Secretary. 

P. W. D. Tbb Hon’blb K. B. Raja Raja Mabooibnb Kban, Parliamen- 

Abdab Rbbman Kban, Minister for tnry Secretary. 

Ths following oommunique was Issued after the new ministers had taken the 
oaMi of oflBoe on ttie 25^. May 

**In exeidae of the powers oooferted upon him by anb-ssctioQ K section 93'ci 
the OovmiBMnt of In^a Act 193^ the Governor of ^ N.-W\ F. P., by hie 
pioelamation amde with the eoneurrence of the Governor-Geaersi* is plsMsd to 
levdke tbs pioelaiiuitioo dated November 10^ 1989, as subsequently varied by the 
pi^aialioa> dslad Deoember 2, 1939.’’ 

OmoB Or Aovibbb Tnbbinatbd 

Another oommmdqiis stoles that with the prodamation of the Governor, re- 
vokim the jpooelamatlOD under oeetion 93 of the Goverument of India Aet pie- 
vtoaMy in fires, the ofliee Of the Advte to the Governor held ^ Mr. I. G. 
AdheMm. L o. B*, heo bein torminitdU Hb BioeUeney Bir George CunniiigluuB 

^ gntofnl appreciatioa of the valmble 
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Tke All India Hindu Mahasablia 


All India Conimittee'--CawnpcMre— 1st. January 1943 

Omos-BiAmiM voa EmjixG Ysab 

His All-lndis Oommittsn of tha Hindu Mshainbhn mat at Oswnposa on tiia 
lat JmvMUj 194St )lr. F. Z). Savarkar praniding. About 150 membara attendad. 

Tha Oommittea at tha outaet aooeptad a. reaolutioii authorisiog tha Pmident 
to aelaot offica-bearan for tha nazt yaar. 

Aftar two houn* ddibarationa, tha Ccmmittaa approved of tha namaa proponed 
by Mr. Savarkar in oonnultation with Mahasabha laadera. 

Aa ragaidn repraaentation from tha provinces of Bihar, Agra and Ondh, it 
was daoldM that toe Praaidant should appoint arbitrators to hdd fresh elaotionB 
in these Provinoas and tharaaftar rapresentaHvas will be nominated to the Working 
Oommittea. 

Ilie following vrera salaotad olBce-bearers for the ensuing year : Dr. Shyama 
Prasad Mukheiji f Working- President ) ; Dr. P. Y. Naidu. w. B. G. Kbaparde 
Mr. N. 0. Ohattani, Rai Bahadur Hariefa diandra ; Bhai Parmanand and Sir Gokul 
Ohand Nanang, ( Vice-Presidents ); Dr. B. 8. Moonjee and Mr. Aahutodx Lahlri 
( General Seciatarias ) ; and Mr. Chandra Gupta Vedalankar and Mr. G. V. Ketkar, 
( Sacretarias ). « «r ^ 

New WoRxmo Oomiuttbb 

Tha personnel of the Working Oommittae of the AlMndia Hindu Mahasabha 
announced to-day consisted for the present nf l^membeis and included one reprasen- 
tativa Of women. Repiaseatatives from ihb Provinces of Bihar, Agra and Oudh 
wfll oa nominated later. 

Tha following are members : Mr. 8. R. Date ( Maharashtra ). Dr. Udgaonkar 
( Bombay ), Mr. Madhusudan Majumdar ( Guierat ). Mr. M. N. Ghatata . ( Central 
mvincas), Dr. Kane (Bcrar), Mr. R. M. Palat (Kerala). Mr. M. N. Mitra 

L Bensal )• Oapt. Keshav Chandra ( Puuiab ), Mr. Chandrakaraii Sards ( Rajasthan ), 
Lr. T« Ram Krishna Pandiiy ( Bfahakoshal ), Pandit Shronatb Vaidya ( Dalbi ). Blr. 
D. L. Patwardhan ( Karnataka). Bm Bahadur Mehr Chand Kbanna (Frontier), 
Mr. P. 8. Qaru ( Andhra ), Mr. <3aopati ( Madras ), Mr. Bhojrai Advani ( Sindh ) 
and Srimati Janaki Bai Joshi ( Poona, woman rapreeantaiive ). 

Next Sbbbioe nr Ameitbab 

Tha All-India Committee of tha Hindu Mahasabha accepted the Invitation 
of Capt. Kesho Ohandra ( Punjab ) and resolved that the next annual session of 
tht Hindu Mahasabha be held at Amritsar in the Punjab. 

WorUng Committee— Mew Delhi— 18th« A 14th. Febmary 1948. 


Tha Working Committee of the All-Indm Hindu Mahasabha met at tha Hindu 
Mahasabha Bhaban, New Delhi, under the presidentMiip of Veer Savarkar on 18th. 
and 141b. Fehraary 1948. The foilowiog members were present : 

Dr. B. 8. Moonje, Pt . Chandra Gupta Vedslankar. Dr. M. B. Udcaonkar. 


Dr. B. 8. Moonje, Pt . Chandra Quota Vedslankar, Dr. M. B. Udgaonkar 
Oapt Keshav Chand^ Sjt. Gulabchand Hiracband, Sjt. S. R. Data, SitV. B. 
Qogte, Pt. Anand Priya, Ueut. D. U Patwardban, bjt. Bhojimj Ajwani, Lala 
Ni^ Dtttta. Sit, A. 8. Bhida. and Pt Shiva Nath Vald. j j j f 

The audited accounts of the past year and . budget for tha currant year ware 
read and pas^. Ihe time limit of tha “Charter of Righta” eub-oommittaa waa 
extended to aix montha. 

^ ( 1 ) AMxibty About Gamdhi’b Fast 

AnxietyjdKmt Mahatma Gandhi’a health in view of his ifsst was expressed in a 
resolution. TCha rasolntion proceeds *piayarfuUy to wish that his spiritnsl strength 
will aaabla to survive the ordeal.’* 

“In ease, however, tha atrain of tha faat thraatena to endanger hia health to 
any sarioua astciit’, aaya tha committee^ *Govarnment moat aat aaida all politieal 
obhMdasaliooa and lawsaa him to aava hia praeioua life. 

“Navarthalaaa, the meeting notaa amphatioallv that faating aa a poHtical 
weapon uiad with a viaw to Iwiaging about eonatitutlonal and n^tleal 

ravol^iia. Irmnpaativa ol their iiAamt merits or demerits, aspedalij under tha 

i«»dUi.K i. Iwii, hHta,. i. bo««d 
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'?*’• «» PMt 0« OOBEMM or otbtra to exploit Oilo 
M foe poHdoal oiide 0 ^ lot e^ple, to negotiete with tbo Media Lwo or to 
^TO ot an aneonint to end the preeent deadlock, withont coaanltiag dSe Bindn 
‘‘•.agwment wonldaot in an; oaee be blndinit on the 
®2^!II!l ?!S E®*!**®"* o»W“loatlone and the Oofotneceat to 

nndoc^d that the Mahimbte ^il ndat an; anetoaehnant on Bindn righto ot 
an; aohome undermining Indian integrit;.” 

(2) OOKDOLUrOI 

Thie mee^g of the Working Oonaittee d the A. I, B. MabaMbha, expreeaea 
ito pTOtonod grief and offers its heartfelt condolrDoe od the UDezpeeted dMth of 
His Highness the Mahtfsja of Bikaner, the great patron of the Hiodn enltnre and 
a prominent representative of Bajput chivalry. 

( 3 ) Jaipub Agitatioh 

This meeting of the Working Committee of the a. T H. M^hMa f>ht offers 
ito eODgratulaiions to Bhriman Seth Jugal Rishoreji Birla, Sit. Pt. Chandra Onpta 
Vedaiankar, teretory, A. 1. H. Mahasabha, and Kr. Chand Karan ji Blia&, who 
were deputed bv the Hindu Mahasahha, and other Hindu Banghalanists such as 
Pt. Bam Chandra Sharma for having brought about the aottlement of the contro- 
versy regarding the instalment of the Hindi Nagri Script and Language as the 
Official and Court Language in* the Jaipur State and the removal of tax on Cow- 
Qraring in the State, and offers its grateful thanks to His Highnsaa the Maharaja 
for having favourably considered the ressonable and legitimsto demanda of the 
people of the State. 

( 4 ) Hindu Bights in Bind 

Thie meeting of the W. C of the A. 1. H. Mabsssbliai condemns the com- 
munal policy of the Muslim League Mtoisleis in mstters of general admintaintdon 
in the Province of Sind and the Services, by disiurbing rstio of services eeitled by 
the Cabinet. The Committee also views with grave concern the proposal of four 
Black Bills and calls upon the Hinuus to oppose such measures and clauma in the 
Proposed Bills as are detrimental to Hiudua of Uie ttroviuoe and are baaed on 
Communal considerations as any legislation based on Communal considerations la 
sure to lead to disastrous results. 

Wofldng Committee-llew Belbl-fftb. May IM$ 

The Working Committee of the Hindu Mahasabha met on the tth. May, 1MI» 
in the Hindu 'Mahasabha Bbavao, New Delhi, under the preeidentebip of Mr. F, Do 
Savarkar, The following members were present ; 

Shri Ashutosh Lshiry, Ki. Cband Karanyi Shards, Pt Anand Priyaii« Pt. 
Ram Krisbana Pandey, LL D. L. Patwardbsn, Shri A. S. Bhide, Dr. M. B. 
Udgaonkar, Or. 8. K. Kane, Shri R. M. Palat, Capt. Keslwb Ohandraji, Mn. 
Jankibai Josbi, Dr. P. V. Naida, Shri Anang Mohan Dam, B B. Harisb Chandra)i, 
Shri 6. V. Ketkar, Shri V. B. Oogto, Pt. Chandra Gupta Vedalankar, Dr. B. S. 
Bloonje, L. Narain Dattaji, Shri B. G. Kbaparde. 

The following resolutions were passed 

SouTH Atbigan Anti-Indian I.<egiblation 

This meeting of the Working Committee of the Hindu Mshasabha strongly 
condemns the AnU-Indiao legislation passed by the Sou^ African Oovmment 
in Natal without paying any need to all India protosta to the contrary, and nfgM 
upon the Government of India to realise thst discriminstory taisMon of this 
type in the Briti^ Commonwealth should be s^ped by the British Oovmmeat 
and that the In^an Government should immediately adopt retaliate legislation, 
and that the High Commiasioner stationed there be recalleu and tet expo^ of 
Juto. cloth and foo^uffa to that oonntry be forthwith atoppad in acooidaiice 

^viK^^sJri^k B. Harij Cknndra,— Supporter, Shri Dr. P. V. Naidu. 
(Passed unanimously). , _ 

Mabababba Accounts In Banks 

This meeUng of the Working Odmaitlee of the Hindu Mihasabha aothorisM 

L. Karain Dat^ Treasurer, Hindu Malmsabim to open a^ op^ nm te 
Hindu Mahasabha acoonnta in the Central Bank of India Ltd., Delhi, nn»« the 
Punjeb National Bank LuL, New Dalki* ... 

Moved from the ckatr, (Pasted noaninKrasly), 
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Oim Bmr Exmeai SAHononBD 

This mietiog of the Working Oomniitee nuiotioni ell eipenMi thet hoTe 
been inenrred io eonneetion with the eiril suit to be filed in pnrenenee of the 
neolntlon No. 5 deled, 13th Febrnery. 1943 end eothoriiee ell Other ezpeniee to be 
inenrred in thet eonneetion. 

llored from the chair. (Peeied nnenimonelj). 

^ MaBILA Ck>HFlSBBBOB 

Thii meeting of the Working Committee reeoWee tbet in view of the 
reiolntion No. peeeed in the leet All-Indie Hindu Oonferenee et Oewnpore, 
lor bolding the eeesion of All-Indie Hindu Women's Oonferenee with the! of the 
All-Indie Hindu Mehesebhe every jeer, this ^committee unres upon ell the 
provineiel Hindu Bebhes thet in order to melm this Hindu Women's Oonferenee 
representetive, they should stert the Hindu Mehile Sebhe orgenisetion in their 
Provinces subject to the condition thet members of this orgenisetion should elso 
be members of Hindu Mebegebhe. 

Mover, Mrs. Jankihai Joahi, Supporter, Mr. Chandra Karanjae Sharda, (Peseed 
nnenimously). 

Action Against Raja M. D. 8btb 

This meeting of the Working Committee of the Hindu Mehesebhe feds thet 
the recent speeches of Rsie Meheshwer Deyel Beth of Eotre, et the Jwelepur 
Hindu Conference end elsewhercL while going beyond tbe legitimete liberties ellowed 
to e dissenting member in e democretic politicel orgenisetion, to express his 
views, hes misrepresented the resolutions end the leadership of the Sebhe 
which is celculeM to harm tbe prestige of the Hindu Mehesebhe. This 
meeting of the Working Committee, therefore, authorises tbe President to cell 
for en explanation from the Raja Behib with regard to this matter end taka suoh 
further action as he may deem fit. 

Mover. Dr. M. B. l/dgaonAcar.— Supporter, Lt. D. L. Paiwardhan^ 15 voted for 
the Resolution and 2 apinst it, 1 non-voting). 

Shri. Ashutoah Lahiry then explained the Bengal situation end It was decided 
thet e draft resolution should be pieced before the Working Committee meeting 
at 10 A. M. next day. 

The President then announced the formation of Orissa 'Provincial Hindu 
Sebhe end the affiliation fee having been paid It was decided thet it is affiliated 
to the Mehesebhe. Tbe inesting was* then adjourned for lOth. May, 1943. 

Working Committee— New Delhi— 10th. May 1043 

The adjourned meeting of the Working Committee of the. Hindu Mahasabha 
waa held on the JOth May^ 194$. 

Pt. Nitkanta Dae was present by the special permission of tbe president. 

The following resolutions were paned after free diseussion. 

Mb&geb of Hindus in Mubum Statbb 


This meeting of the Working Committee resolves that in the new i ^ 
of merging smeller prindpelities mto larger States perticolarly in Gn]mt and 
Kathiawar, <ktUm Hindu Teluqdars and Hindu territories have been put under 
the rule of Nawebs of Junegadh end Redheupor, who ate notoriona for their 
oommunel rule, for Instance^ in Junegadh the Muslims have been |^en 
60 per cent repreaentation in eervices when they are only 8 per cent ol the 

E li^on. Tliis meeting of the Working Committee urges ttbon the Crown 
esentative to put the HinduvStetesend lenitories under the Hindu Pilnees 
id of the Mobemmedan role who have no affinity with them end eocordaiioe to 
the principle laid down Jn the Crown Bepivsentative himaelt 

Mover/Pt Aaancf rriyaje. Supporter, Shri V. B. Oogte^ ( Passed unanimously). 

Hindu iNTwrAim Suognbsiov Bill 
This meeting of the Working Committee is of opinkm that the 
of the All to amend and oodifo tme Hindu Law rdeting to intestate 
whieh has been intiodiieid in the Central Leghdative Assembly should be | 
till after the war« in vkw of the followhig reasons amooget ottnis >- 
a) ThM It involvea tevoIntioBary changes in the rights of sneecaaion to 


ThM It involves revoIntionsfychsngsB in 

(l|) Tlist in tts present disturbsd cradition of the country vuikms 
of the All could not icoeiye proper consideiation from " ^ ^ 


•Itiffi 
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eritidied by • nnmbn of prariadal Qofwii* 
nta. Oonit JudRei ud other Judges, Hindu leedere end lepmenletife 

<lV} in Tiew of feet ttiet the repieMnletife Hiodil element is not 
pment In the Oentnt legirietnie., MoTer-Mrs. Jankibai JosAt,-^n|»orter-Bhfl 
4liioiig Mohan Dam. ( Peesed unenimoudy ). 

BIHAE JtWAEDB RaTIFISD 

This meeting of the Working Committee retifleo the ewerds of Dr. B. 8. 
te wBUnk dimtm oi the Agre end Oudh Proyindel Hindu Sehhes 
end of Pt. Berne Krishne Pendey in settling the dispute of the piuvinoe of Bihsr. 

^ ( Pemed unenimonsly 

Pr. NBELKAiraa Das Takw on tbi Woexino CoEiiijm 

It is hereby res61?ed that Pt. Beelkeuth Des be teken on the Workiog 
Committee es e representetiTe from the Province of OrUse end this will ten 
from todej’s praceedings of the Working Committee. —Moved from the 
— ( Pissed unenimonsb )• 

BnoLUTiON ON Bengal Situation 

The Working Committee of the Hindu Mehesebhe eondemns the notion of 
8ie Governor of Bengal in oeenring the resignation of Mr. Faslul Huq in spite of 
the fset that he poeamsed e deer meiority in the Legislative Assembly, pt the time, 
end in installing Sir Basimnddin into power by questionable teoties, end oontrary 
to ell eonstitutlonel pmctiee. 

The Committee notes that the Hindu members of the Legislative Assembly 
were willing to oo-operete on the basis of an agreed programme in the formation 
of an All-Party ministry which was the ostensible plea of Bis Bxoelleney the 
Governor in securing the resignation of Mr. Faslul Huq, but that nevrrthelesa 
the leader of the Mosllm League was allowed to form the ministry without 
Including any le pie senta t lve Hindu in the new eabinet. 

The Oommittes deplores the conduct of the three ministers who were mainly 
instrumental in establlsliing the Muslim* Leimne Ministry against the decisive 
opinion of the overwhdming majority of Hindu members ol the legislature. 
—Mover, fSStoA AohuUmh Supporter, 8hH * V. B. Oogie, (16 voM for the 

madutfon and 1 against it and 2 non-voting )• 

XI. Mubuii League Aotititibb 

nils meeting of the Working Committee of the Hindu Mahasabha notes with 
mtiaisetion that the president of the Muslim League made no referenee to Hindu 
Mehsishhs which was a sure indication of the full conooiousness of the firm and 
dear out ideas and attitude of the Hindu Mahasabha which was ehameterised by 
him ae "an absolutely incorrigible and a hopelem body” on tbe question of 
Pakistan, llie fact that he invited a letter from either Gandhyi or 0oogieaa» is 
auggmtive of his ezpeetation of a favourable response from quarlsrs from whieh 
weliGiown **P. 8.” letter in which Gradhiji wrote to the Vkarov that ha was ready 
to sgrss to a cent per cent transfer^ Governmental power tooths League easanated. 
Past coqierlenees of his dealings with the Oongresa and Ga^ft^i attitude 
•shibited in his **blank cheque^ perJ^ Justified his eupeotaticM from embody 
whieh lassBts to be called ”Hindn.™ T& Hindu M s hs s i^ rs s ll y that hnder 
the dienmetaacss they may have to meet and fight the dmer oLPaldstmi single 
banded^aad urges upon all Hindu brethren to prapsie and m ready lor t^ seam 
One M the remedies, amongst others, is to dect none but a sworn Hindu to all 
lepiesentatlve bodies. 

TU. aiMtlBg fnrtlNr wMm. to brine to (h. noUe. tho JUmd and Oantni 
OowcuMBti tiint in CM. they oontina. to alioir Um ind i ftwo w doM m 

hr tomrdn tho inenpoMibio nnd .Mat eonmnod nttenooM ^ tte ioidm of tbo 

mm a* « ft ^ a i Ilk 


MndiB Lmno, niii.p|>ttiwndou and vimdoirtMM^ oro Uk^ to grm te tho 
pnUie mind, whidi mny oot bo ooodMiro Ip P*oe«. **?*■!! 

buMMM boo bM»' OMd Rccndy fron.lbo Mndjni Loogw Phrttoa 1^ taK 


pioInthMi of bdoo s dinet duUkon to bothlho wftMo 

m wiMtn.- — &om. BliiL B. a. Khaparia, Ub P. V. 



for il^ 1 acdhid it, 1 na^roting ). 

InaMnrn Fmwkaiiim 
OOBadttoo after ddilmtioiioi 
Lin order toenaUo tbe ffinda 


nnii'llindn 



Punjab Provincial Hindu Conference 

Annual Senion— Lyallpar — 30th. AprO 1943 

FNrfdMtlal AddtM* 

The Punjab Provincial Hindu Oonference opened at Lyallpur on the SOfh. 
Aijrll 1948 in a tastefully decorated pandal. Prominent among those sitting on the 
dais wdte Dr. B. 8. Moonje, Rai Bahadur Mehrcband Khanna, Sir Gohulchand 
Narang, Raja Narendraiiath and Mr. Goswami Qanesh Dutt. A big map of 
**Akhand Hindustan*’ hung outside the pandal. 

Raja Narendranaih^ inaugurating the Conference, vigorously oppo^ Pakistan, 
which, ill his opinion, might lead to civil war. He urged the organisation of Hindu 
Sabbas in every town and village in the Punjabi 

We are now in the midst of a world-crisis and whatever the protagonists of 
a tottering imperial power may sav, exploitation of the kind that we have suffered 
from for a century and a half will no longer be tolerated in the new world, to be 
born out of the present chaos and conflict,” observed Dr. ShyamapraBod Mook^rjee 
in the course of his presidential address. 

*'A gigantic work of social reconstruction.” continued Dr. Mookerjee, ''awaits 
us, for it is only by this process that the masses will be roused to a new race 
consciousness which will be the flrst step towards political solidarity. Let the 
message of unity and organisation be carried to the distant town and village and 
let every Hindu feel that however poor or forlorn he may be, he has at his back a 
strong friendly and powerful organisation which will advance his welfare and 
defend any unjust aggression on his rights and privileges.” 

In extending felicitation and good wishes of his province to all. Dr. Mookerjee 
said : "Though Bengal and the Punjab are separated from each other by more 
than 1,000 miles the problems facing the Hindus in both the provinces are remark* 
ably similar. It is of paramount importance that they should Jointly endeavour to 
face them and solve them consistently with their own welfare and the advancement 
of the country as a whole. While there will be problems in/ each provincial sphere 
peculiar to itself there must be an all-pervading sense of unity among Hindus of 
all classes throughout India, for only thus can we hope to flght successfully those 
reactionary elements who are out to keep India in perpetual slavery.” 

No Moab PLATrrUDBB 


Referring to the international situation, the speaker maintained that if the 
object of the Allied Powers in carr]fing on Uie present deadly struggle was to free 
the world from the tyranny of unjust domination, they had every justification in 
asking them, and especially the power that rules over India, to apply this noble 
principle to the case of India herself. 

"Once India gets a free status subject to such transitory arrangements that 
may be agreed to for securing satisfactory war operations based on a common 
policy the entire approach to the problem will undergo a tremendous diange. Our 
past experiences manifestly direct us to the conclusion that our masters have little 
desire to part with power. 

**The history of Indo-British relaUonsbip has been one of forgotten and broken 
pledges, followed by a systematic policy of ''divide and rule” and a rigorous appli- 
cation of administrative safeguards which have reduced thei consutntlon to a 
mockery. India’s confidence qan no longer be won by words and platitiidiig” 

' Pakistan Opfobbd 


Dealing with the two-nations theory, Dr. Mookerjee said : "We have made It 
dear beyond dispute that a division of India is no solution of Indials eommnnd 
problem. *'Finaneially, it is unworkable. Economically, it is diaastnms. Pdlitieally 
It Is ruinous ior India as a whole.” ^ . 

"It is not on the ground of senument alone or mardy aa Hindus that ws are 
opposed to the vivisection of India. We condemn it aa It offera no adutiOB for 
lasting communal peace and understanding. There can be no eoespromlae on this 

'"In spite of diverdtles peculiar to India there is a commonneas of aim of 
thought sad outlodic, strengthened by economic interdependenoe and hj tivc* 
honoured cultural oontnsts which we ean never permit to be weakened. Let the 
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ini 


wtji^aoa w. to IqU and eqaar righto ot dtUpMahip wioytd'by miiiotitlw 

ftniniiK iliocttQ* 

tbm be a itoong rapiMeatatiTa Oiatnl.Govenimant leeponrible for 
the welfere of Indie ee tnoh, oontiollioR tueh aMoitbl ■ubieote ee Deteoae Foieicn 
BalmUonSe Coetonui, Cnrreney, Oommanleetione end Araij. For eeoh 
mount tuMeet there muet be e oeolrel policy eilMUnK the welfere not of Hindae. 
Mneiine. Sikhe end Pezeeee ee euoh but of Indie ea e whole.” 

Oall For Uititt 

While invitine idl "to. jtend ..united for the eefety end intefprity of our 
cpmn^n moAerlend, Dr. Mookeriee obierred: **If!oDoe the Ck>ngreM. theLeegucL 
the Hindu Meheeebhe end other importent elemente join henda for feeing the 
• • bet - * - 




im' I ' I I 


eny ▼elnea prinolplee tbet each holda deer end aeeied, if ••aH mekee en opm 
decleretion tbet there will be e genuine eodeeaour on the pert of ell to come to ea 
itfreement et the end' of the wer end before the new Ooniatution ia framed, if once 
tbia eraroeeh ia mede to the Indian problem, the aolution will be eeay one. 

**we have dedered timee without number that the future oonadtutioii of India 
mnat eafeguerd the. religlbua end ouUurel rights of ell eommunitiee major end 
minor. An regnrdo pditioel rights the major community trill not eak for itsdf eny 
■peeiel privilege end will accept equal end eommon citiaenahip.** 

Anewering the question why the Hindu Mehaaebha moat oontinne to funetlon 
as e eepeimte orgeniaetkm, the speaker said: **There ere many proUems effecting 
Hindu who ere already torn into divisions end aubdlvisiona, whiet have to u 
bcddl^ ^ ^ mehitein its aoeiel solidarity. It will be the gieetaat 

blunder if the Mehesebhe remains occupied only with polltioel problems. 

*lt is nec es s a r y that there raut exist a pMitioel orgeniaetion la Indie, whieh 
will remeia loyal to the nationalist ideology (or which Hindus hevs lived end died 
for genecettone, will genninely futer communal iMsce end harmony but et the seme 
time will have the couTege end eepeoity to protect the legitimate rights nnd esplre- 
tione of Hhudua whenever Ifanre is en attempt to encroach on them or to anrrender 
them for felne poiitieel expediency. Bd long ee politicel ilghte ere made to depend 
by the decses of oqr rulere on leligiou eousideretioD, Hindus for their sheer exls» 
tanu mut have r weil-diseiplined end well-orgenisied party of their own. The 
expreaaion **Hinda” nraet be interpreted in the mmt liberal aenm Including all 
who ere born in thie eonntiy professing different Indian idlglons or faiths, end 


"It in only when Hlodaa end HusUme will stand together, itrong, feerleae 
end weH-tnined both understanding eadi otherli point of view end melising that it 
is not Sjidutlmn or Pekieten they now live in, but Eiiglidithen in the truest 
sense of the word, they will tto unite for the attainment of their eonntry’s 
freedom.** 

Alluding to the Puj^b. Dr. Ifukheifee said : , . ^ 

"1 appeal to the J&aus of the Pfinldb to stand nnited. 1 speeially plsnd 
with all my earneatness for a oomplete and pensaDsnt nndsretanding betwsu m 
Bikha andf the Hindna of this piovinoe. I shall aot taka upon myself tbt 


Bikha andf the Hindna of this piovinoe. I shall aot taka upon myself tbs 
isspoosibffity of oompuriog Bikhftm with Hlndnism. Bikhism osme wim s now 
mssasgli, bat when tbs first shock wu ovsr, thcwghtful mss emld sssiM ^ 
nswnsm e o n d stsd not in t^ nswnsss of Its fnndsiasDtnl dpetrinu but in ths 
nswnsss of its smphn^ Indssd it esn hs safely sssertsd timt of the vsrlOM 
fsatniis of BiUkiam, taken 8sparately» tbsrs m n^ many wb^ ws do mm 
aeroH in the put history of Hinduism. What Gnm- Nanaka did was 
•dsetsd osrtsiik upeots and pot an almost asdasiva amphuia on tham with M 
lasiill that the whole, as it amargad, appeared mpia or Um new. Ik wa s nft 
however, a pnrdy rdigiou movamaat It wu alu 

tawaiiatation and uplift. Let u raoan in no faltering tami that la ®MteM m 
B ikha and the Hindu were the oppressed at the handa of a eommon opprmoor nap 
in panaa and adversity both remained tied to eaeh other. 

Crous That Facu PowiA® w fc. ^ 

, •moday the eriala that faeu the Pniiiab m halved Ip a ®af Mg whiah w M 
lidoand to the walfora of the produu ai^advanu tim ptutl ga 
|®tta, H the Hindu remain nnited and thaie to compiata o»®P®nfhm ^b atwiiin_ M 
BIntea and tim Bikha. Ihto wlU atoo pnva the way te n lul and henoanbli 



272 


fUOTAB PBOTIKOllL HINDU OONFBRI&NOfi [ U4Luraft^ 


nadmUndiog with the Muriimt wtiioh iH!l not be nnfeir to them end will not et 
the feme time lower the fliK of Indian nhitj end liberty. I have no deaire to refer 
in my epeeeh to the ▼arioat propoMla whieli hare from time to time been made by 
one pmf and another. 1 plead for a (tiepaiaiottate and impartial earFey of the 
conflietmg •ecdiemee by ehoeen repmsentotUrea of eadh oommnnity ao that we may 
nnderetand each other'a point of view and stand noited for our common good. Our 
want that we may be divided and we mnat resist this by all possible meana. 
The Oawsi of Hihdub 

"What the Hindus need most to^ay is a burning faith In the jnsttce Of thdr 

. Their eanse is not seetarian or oommnnal. Thdr cause is that of Indian 

liberty itaelt Th^ form abonrt three-fonrth of India's vast population. Hie main 
responsibility for winning and retaining India's freedom mnet ultimately rest on 
them. But the task will be easier, if they icaa work with the coHiperation of all 
otto eommnnities in India. 

'Tn any event during tUs crisis the task of mobilising the Hindu masses must 
go ahead irrespective of ml obetaclee. The gigantio work of eocial reoonetrnotion 
awaita us, for it is only by this process that the maiees will be roused to a new 
race oonscloaBnees wbieh will be the first step towards polkieal solidarity. Let the 
meesage of unity and organiaation be carried to the distant town and viitoe and let 
every Hindu feel that however poor or forlora he may he, he hse at hie hack s 
atrong friendly and powerful organiaation which will advauim his wellare and defend 
any nn]ust aggreaeiou on bis rights and priviiegas. Freedom will not come as a 
boon from above. It will have to be taken from nnwilUng haafii as a result of aetife 
and vigoront preparation. It will not eosse imleae each of the Indian previnees 
proceed with the task of reconstrnation, comtistant with an All-India ideal. Twfiay 
Bie power that we enjny In censtitutional sphesee oonitently reminds us of the 
pitisble state of pnppm Governmeiits aet up in leriitorlBs now under the oestasl of 
m Airfa Powere. Here the eateroal manifeatations may be leaa baebarona but H is 
the heart of an agonised and enchaitied India that feebly heats within the fmme- 
work of the Indian Adminiatcation hammered by the iron handa of an outside 
Authori^. Let eome Indian rcmreeentativea. loyal to the national eauae, keep the 
OoMtitutional Oircus gokig, if neoeseary. Bat the real work liea outaida the 
Lsf^lature and among the teeming miUions of Indiali oppreased and down-trodden 
population .** 

excluding Dr. Ifoofceriee aald : With a firm faith in the enpieme xii^teonanem 
of Oar cauee let the eoldlers of an unarmed and emaaeulated India march along the 
romA full of thoma, pit-fsila end obeteolee that leada to the panuliae of Indian freedom. 
The etmggleof a eubject eouatry may not always meet with quick and complete suocess 
but only weaklings wlU brand it aa a fmlnrs and decry farther advances. Let ss 
telw etoek of the eohievements that we claim to be our own and mould oor desti- 
nlaa on a pattern ooaeietent wHh our higheet traditions. In a aidrit of daunflsm- 
ness let us prooasd dloog the path of d^ and service, eakiag for the eo-operation 
of all who baUeve in our eauM irreepaotive of raoa, crera or eommuaiiy and oontri- 
buta oiir humble chars in the building of a free and unitsd India." 

Baa a h rt i o u s tad Bay— Lyidlpnr— tat. May 1S4S 
RSiBAeB OF Mahatma Qahdbi 

Tha Oonferenoe at ita aeoond sitting to-night passed a sesolution demanding iie 
immediate leieeae of Mahatma Gandhi and otto political leaders in order to eieste 
oqnfidcnoe in the minds of the people end to enable the leaders of various politicsl 
parties to confer together. _ 

Moving the resolution. Dr. B. 8, Moofnit said that Hindus should be ready to 
faee the threats of Mr. Jinneh. Hlndue were not concerned if Mr. Jinnah wanted to 
fight the fikitiah Government but in case he attempted to give effect to his thrssti 
to Hindus he oui^t to know that Hlndua were prepared to defend their hearths 
and homea. He appealed to the Hindus to iwn the army to keeunp their atrangtii 
in the army whhdi mlidtt be a decisive factor. 

fiorddr Smmt Singh. M.L. A., (Osntnd ), aeeonded the raaolution. 

Bel Behednr mhr Chmrnd Khanna^ who leoently retnmed from America, 
to the lastj^ of the reeolulion. and said that AaMriea had great nsp^ 


and sympathy lot unto but Mnea tile lauoefaing of the eivfl dIsobedieBee in August, 
12&. the eitnstion had idiengeit. Tha ^am oTMahatina Gandhi and tha Comgjm 
tolDeen taken by Mr. Jinnah and the LeaEne in tha Ameriean Pram. Hhomndan 
wme now belBg eo nMdmnd ns mbela. The Bal Bahadur fiiliaiiaiil the neemsity 



*-• ms '4B ] PBOOBBDIMOS AND BBSOLtmOMB 218 

*“*“ » w-* »* «• — 1»»« 

a -- > i^ntUM rdatiiig to tto aqomiMlkw o* Hln«i 

•®“ •JJ®®™*® ^ Otpt. Kwhah Chander and Gotwanu Ganatb* Dott; 

ne fourth re^tion reTO}:nim the imperatire nmaaity of aolidaiity and 
conaolidatiwi of tlM Hiudaa and 8ikha and ▼ieura with diaapproral any aaoraniant 
ngacdug the pudUon of Ptiiijab or any other leheme whieh nay lead lo didiaiw 
nony between Hindua and Bikfaa or any ecction of ihem. ' 

***« Conference empowered the Preaident to nominate 
lit^ of fiye t®ke ijepa to eonaolidate the Hindna of the Panld., 

nndejT the banner of the Hioda Mabaaabha and to oncaniae the in An 

Province. The conference then adjoomed. 

Reaolwtlona— M. Day— Lyattpar— tadU May Ita 
OPFOBrnoii TO Pakiotah 

Moving a xeaolation pp|K>Aing Paldatan, Bai Bahadur Mthrehand Kkamia 
( Frontier )• aaid that he did not oppose the principle of right of aelf-detenninalion 
provided it waa appllbable to all communltiea and not to one particular community. 
No other nation, he added, could ever agne to divide their country. He asM 
Mr. Jinnah if he waa prepared to allow division of Kirypt into '‘Muslim Ek7Pt” 
and **PDpe-Egypt”. The s]ieaker wae sure that Mr> Jinnah would never uree to 
Buch a proposal. If that was< the esse why was Mr. Jinnah preaaing for the 
vivisection of India ? Mr. Jihnah was giving ihreHts of "blood, strife and miae^** 
but the Hindus, he pointed out, were not afraid of such threats* Ooncliiding; ttia 
Rai Bahadur warnHl the British Government that the Hindua were fully prepared 
to resist any attempt at dividing their motherland. 

iStr Ookul Chand Naraitg, au|)porting the resolution, aaid that the Oongieas 
was adopting a policy of appesaement towards Mr. Jinnah and the Mualim League. 
Id hia opinion, this policy of the Congress was responsible for the demand for 
Pakiatan. Ue, however, was convinced that the dream of Pakistan would never 
materialise and there would never be a Pakistan in hia opinion. Mr. Jinnah waa 
putting forth the demand of Pakistan In order to force Hindua to give Mualims 
fifty per cent representation in the Central Government. Sir Ookul exhorted the 
Hindua that tliey would never agree to give weightage to the Maallma In the 
Centre. If any weigh tage waa given the Hindua would be reduced to a minority 
which in his opinion would be a death knell to the Hindus. 

The resolution which was further supported by Ootwami Oanegh Dutt was 
carried amid ahouta of "Akhand Hindusthan." 

Two other reaolutions passed by the Conference disapproved, of the sebeme 
of '‘Aaad Punjab" and criticiaed the Unionist Uovernmerit for enacUng "diaorimina- 
tory measures calculated to aerioualy affect their economic and cultural inlereat 
in varioue waya." 

Db. Mukhbbji’s Appbal to Punjab ^ ^ 

In hia concluding remarks. Dr. S. P. Mukhwr^ thanked to pwple of the 
Punjab for the warm-hearted welcome accorded to him. Ha said tot he waa 
going back with a new message from to Funiab to hia Province . and tKe rest 
of Lidia. ITiat mesaage waa tot to Punjab of Lala Laipat Bat waa not dead 
but waa fully prepared te defend any attack on the liberty and honour of Its 

HpeaMog on to resolutions passed at the conferenoei Dr. Mukberji said tot 
BO fkr imSe general condition in to country was concerned he waa aura tot 
no object could be served by eendiog petitione to the Vics^ bnt 
have to be won by Indians In Lidia without ouUide help. He 

K tematic proDaganda wae being carried out lo America to lower 
Indian^ fitl« of liberty. ^ warned Ameri^ correapondeoto in 
they wanted toremain in India as exponenU of democracy they ehonld not. taka 
•idee bnt present true facta about Indm to ^ 

Kefening. to to Pakietan resolution, Dr. Mukberji a^ tlto Dia ary of 
P»kW.o WM* niMd from th. Pu«j.b. gwTeywJ mMt 

^ found in the Punjab. It ^ op to to 

in to dignity of toir country that to monatar of Pakiatan abould not ba aliowad 
to go any furtor. 
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The All India Muslim League 

Mr. Jtmuili*s RsItMtioB ef Pakistan Draunft 
• ‘The key to rssolring the present deadlock primarUy rests with Mr. Gandhi 
and the CooKress leaders. If they show real and genuine deaira it ia posable to 
solve the problem/’ declared Mr. if. A» Jinndh, President of the All-India Mnriim 
League, replying to the nnmerons suggestions made that Mr. Jinnah holds the key 
lor resolving the deadlock. Mr. Jinnah was addressing a meeting of the Muslim 
Federation at Bombay o» the t4th. January 104$. 

*'It is suggestea,” observed Mr. Jinnah, “that the Muslim League and 1, as 
Its President, should take the initiative to get the Congress leaders released from 
Jail. It is flattering and eomplimentary to me, but let us examine the situation io 
the country.”. Mr. Jinnah recalled the Congress resoludon of August 8tb. last and 
the attitude which the Oongreas had adopted during the last two decades towards 
Indian freedom. As late as ld42, Mr. Cfandhi had said, “So long as there is no 
worlmble arrangement with the Muslim League, civil resistance must Involve 
lealstattoe minst. the League. . No Oongreasman can be a pari^ to it.” On mnothet 
ooeaaion, Blr. Gandhi had aaid that a maaa movement during the war. without 
communal aettlement, would lead to a civil war and would be an inyitation to 
suicide. Mr. Gandhi bad emphasiaed that independence could never be achieved 
wit^t a Hindu-Muslim Agreement 

OOHORBBB BEBOLUTION CBmClBBD 

The next question was, Mr. Jinnah continued, why suddenly Mr. Gandhi and 
the Oongreas had adopted a policy which culminated in that resolution of August 
A The policy of independence first and Hindu-Muslim settlement afterwards 

and tha adoption of the slogan of “Quit India” against the British was a sudden, 
complete and a revolutionary change and an unprecedented somersault. This policy 
had naturally reauUed in the British Governmeut adopting their policy against 
the Oongresa mass civil disobedience. 

"Do the Oongress or Mr. Gandhi or other Hindu leaders think that they can 
achieve the independence of India without an agreement with the Mualim League 7” 
adnd Mr. Jinnah, and continued : "The policy adopted— as has been stated by Mr. 
Gandkt— ia a auioidal policy. May be. thin the Mussalmans are numerically ooe- 
fonrtb. But you cannot always go by counting heads. The Muslims are a very 
powerful nauon in this sub-continent. The attitude of the CongreM leaders is 
qnita clear. Mr. Gandhi and the Oongresa think that they are strong enough to compel 
Uie Britich Government to surrender and aubmit to their demands at the sacrifice 
of the vital and paramount intereata of Muslim India. Ignoring the Muslim 
League oould have no other meaning.” 

Mahababha Attitude 

In this eonnaotion, MrV Jinnah referred to the recent resolution adopted by 
the Hindu Mahaaabha at Gawnpore and said : “The Mshssabhs, which Is s 
oouaterpart of the Oongresa, makw no bones about it. They ssy, “We are going 
to get the freedom and independence of India with you, if you like^ and without 
you if you won’t oome.” 

. .. Psoeeeding, Mr. Jinnah aaid that the partiea eoDcereed, apart from ignoring 
tha Muslim Laagna, were attempting to eoeree and intimidate the British Govern- 
mast with threat of dire oonaequenoes. He asserted that the hundred mtllioo 
Muslima would undoubtedly rmrolt and would never submit to be at the mercy of 
n Hlndir Ra]. 

Mr. JSsfioA oontinuedr **00 the contrary, the deeision of the Mahaaabha would 
only jpve n handle to Britidi diaharda to use the unanswerable argument that ‘we 
can oo aotbiag if there ia no agreement among the mafor parties.’ Bnppoaing the 
OongiCBS iooeaedad or that tha British Govarnmant quitted India and aeeording to 
ttie oonaeptlon of the Oongreas, India beoama independent, Mr. Jinnah aaxed 
whette die Oongieie would he able to r^n the freedom of the anb-oontinent. It 
wm hhvioiie that Mnelim-India wonld never aubmit to n Hindu Raj and the 
leralt would only be enniehy and ehaoa. 

Mr. Qamdhi UmaeU had atatad that after the Britleh leave they might come 
to a aettlement or UtaJ might noA and farther ctatad that there miidit even be 
WopdMied end eivU war. It was tharofore dUBoalt lor one to aadcfataiid sod 
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f^ow the policy of the Ooegiew or thet of the Hindu HahMobhe. But tiieta 
me MWtpftpm tjut kept on writing and made auggeations that aome aort of a 
ooniproBatM ahonld be euected. Several other auggeiitiouB and propoaala had 
emaaat^ from varioiia other qaar^^^ They clearly ahowed that they did not 

WJove in the Quit India policy. What they wanM was compromiaa, compromiae 
f . Muahma, but compromiae with the Bkitiah Government. They* wanted 
the Britiah in ^ia country, though that waa not their olficial policy. They were 
not for unmediate independence or for *'Quit India" but for the eaiabliahment of 
aome aort of Government which would enable the Hindua to dominate and atraiigle 
the Mualima gradually under the aegia of the Britiah. 

Mr. Jinnah characteriaed auw dteama aa mere "moonahine" and aaked 
whether the Britiah Government were icoing to put ^'Gandhi and Nehru on the 
gadi of the Government of thia aubt'ontinent to doniinaie over the Mualima and 
othera with the help of the Britieh bayonet. If the Oongieaa and the Hindu leadera 
aincerely wiah for the freedom and independence of both the nations, Hindua 
and Mualima, then there ia no other way except to agree to tiie rukiatlian aclieme. 
If the Oongreaa continues to talk of Akhand UinduMtan and a United India, 
the prospect is continuation of slavery for all." Mr. Jinjtnh aaaerted that “Akiiand 
Hindustan" meant, as bad been made clear by the Alaiuaabha Keaoliition paaai^ 
at Oawnpore, complete domination by the Hindus. 

Reply To Mr. Ambry 


Once again, referring to the auggeation that the League should take the 
initiative in solving the deadlock in India. Mr. Jinnah said that in thia connection 
the reaction of the British should be studied. He read out extracta from Mr. 
Amery^B recent speech and aaid : * Mr. Amery has made a discovery of a historical 
nature and has been atu^ing the pattern of Akbar’a Government for the poat-war 
reconstruction of India. The British Government in India, too, is constituted like 
Akbar’s Government. Akbar had Hindu Ministers and Muslim Ministers* Akbar 
knew he had to rule over both. He was eminently concerned with his own 
autocratic rale and that was no rule at all. He went as far as he can placating the 
Hindus at one time and placating the Muslims at another. He nominated his 
own Ministers from differeut nation aitties for civil and military administration. 
The Hindus were never reconciled to his rule, and when there was sny trouble 
eitter with the Hindus or with the Muslims, Akhsr did his job whether through bis 
Muslim or Hindu Ministers. That is the system of government which is sought to 
be perpetuated in ^s country. United India means that so far as the people are 
concerned they have no voice and it is the rulers who who will rule by manoeuvring. 
It is that syilem which the British Government in India is following and desires 
to continue. The present Executive Council of the Viceroy is on the same pattern 
aa that of Akbar*s. There are Muslims, Hindus, Parsis, and the tiikhs, all 
nominated by the Vicerory to this job." 

Referring to H. £• the Viceroy’s 8];}eech at the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce in Calcutta, Mr. Jinnah said : "While ^ Mr, Amery was engaged in 
research of Indian history and preached united India, we find that the Viceroy 
Lord Linlithgow has suddenly discovered, almo.*»t seven years after his stay here, 
that India is geographically one. What docs this indiuste to anv intelligent man ? 
The Hindu Mahaaabba by its Akaiid HindusUn resolution, which it adopted at 
Cawnpore, has made a new year present to the British diehsrds". 

"No Sigh of Chafge of Heart ih Cohgbbsb" 


Under the clrenmstances, Mr. Jinnah asked how he could resolve the drodlock. 
There had been no' evidence of a change of atliiude on the part of the Congreae 
einee August 8th. Though many Congressmen were in jail, yet all Congressmen 
were not in jail, and "the Hindu Press was not in Jail." ^ far. ^era 
was not any sign of any change of jiwrt. Ihere had been no K^t 
proposal azoept rigid adherence to the position ^at the Congress has taken 
up hy the resolntion of August 8 and which has been eMors^ in a 
most aggreesive form •bj the Hindu Mahasabha.” Is thero no h^y of m^ with 
• ctaM hewl, • body rf Hlndo «»pin>on S’LSK? 

a proposal for the solution of the present 

wMch^ give tome aseurance-and which baa some ^ 

beMnd any definite proposal, it mitos--of a change of ^rt w^ 

attitude and desire to n««otijte and come > a ^tlemant^^^ 

and the Muslim TiUicne f " esked Mr. Jinnah, If you eseljie ttie 
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he edded, jon wUl find the! the kw to iieolfiiig the pieMt 
deedloek ie in the heiide of Mr. Oaudki end the OoDgieei hy erlneiag e red end 
gennioe deeixe for e ohenge. Olherwlie, the greet enthoii^ ettrilmted to i 
Miely in the netnie of e oomplimeot. I did not beve the power to pat i‘ 

]in» end how een I here the power to open the feil getee f 

After reitemfing the Mnellm Lei^ne demend lor Pnkiethea, Mr. Jinnah 
edrieed Moelim etndent^ without in any way eaerifioing their 
were nbeolnteiy neeeeeary, to engage themadTee In eddal work anuMgat 
Mneedmana daring their rneaEon. He alao ad? lead them to etady the atata of 
affaire in India and abroad. 


Dr. Lakif Criticiaea Leagne Attitude 

Dr. Ahdul Latif of Hyderabad (Deeean), anthor of the FaUatan Soheuei 
blamee the League Pfealdent^ Mr. Mnhammad Ali Jinnah and appeala for oontaet- 
iog Oongreaa Leadera in a atatement iaaned to the FMaa on the IM. PPkinarv 
1942 : aiie following ia the text ^ 

"Yeaterday the Muelim League appeared to hold a key poeition fn Indian 
politico. But how doea it atand to-day 7^ 

Mr. Jinnah in hie lateat ntteraneee at Bombay compldna that the key hao 
paaaed on to other hande. If that ia oo. who io reeponoibie lor it ? 

^Sereral opportunitiee did preeent themoeWea to the League loot year to take the 
lead in improTing the dtnation ; but one by one they were thrown away in oheer 
petnlenee. 

*lto onpreme moment came when during the fixat week of Angnat laati the 
Oongreaa, at my inotanoe, clarified ite atUtude *?iB-a-Yie* "Pakiatan’*. It waa an 
earneat attempt to placate the Mualim League. The Oongreaa held out the laxgeat 
meaeurea of autonomy to unite, reaiduary ^wera and eeen the right of aeoeaaion. 
All that argued aoTereign etatua to unite including Pakiatan areae. 

'^The OongrcBB alao looked forward to the opening of formal negotiationB with 
the League to afford further clarification of ite attitude, if neceaaary. But Mr. 
Jinnah would not appreciate the move. 

^Tnatead, he etiffcned hie intranaigent attitude by coming upon the Britiah 
Goremment on the one hand and Indian political partiea on the other, firat to 
guarantee an undefined Pakiatan before he would entertain propoaala from them 
lor the formation of an interim Provincial Government to rally the people for the 
defence of the country. 

**What waa the reeponae 7 The Oongreaa Executive waa by now in jail and 
oould not apeak. ^ 

**The Habaaabha at firat did try make overturea, but aoon realiaed that counter- 
intranaigence waa the only anawer to Mr. Jinnah. 

**The leader of the Depreeaed Glaaaea, Dr. Ambedkar refuaed to involve him- 
eelf in what he conaidered a mere peraonal feud between Mr. Jinnah and Mr. Gandhi. 

* Even Mr. Rajagopalacbari foraook Mr. Jinnah in deapair ; while Sir 0. P. 
Bamaawami Iyer, l)ewan of Travancore, In what he conaideiw the abiding intereata 
of Indian Statea, waa not prepared to understand him. 

**From the Britiah side also nothing encouraging came forth. The Viceroy 
gave Mr. Jinnah a cold shoulder and friend Mr. Amery, forgetting every 
promise made In the past, aerionaly put the question to himself whether Akbar'a 
plan of administration would not suit future India. 

“On the top of all this, the Turkish Miaaion choae to administer a 'coup de grace* 
to all expectations of active sympathy from independent Muslim countries by making 
it clear in their reply to the League Secretary ^ address that Turkey waa not 
intereated in the domeatic aquabblea of India auch aa Pakiatan. 

0. B.*a Nsw Offer 


“Ihia ia the poeition to which the League baa now been reduced. To diatnrb 
ita equanimity atfll further and complicate the aitoation, Mr. Bajamalachari 
haa evolved a new technique to hoist the League with its own petard. “Have your 
pound of flerii,*’ aaya he in effect to Mr. Jinnah, a tiny lump to the Weal of Lahore 
and a tiny lump round about Dacca and Mymenaingb, poverty atricken patches. That 
is the utmost mat you can have in terms of your Pakistan resolution and your 
ere^ Have it. It will be a good riddance for na: for then, we Hindus shall be 
free to have a strong Central Parliamentary Executive for the rest of India, a single 
.party Government under whose dispensation yoar Muslim minoritieB aball have 
to live.** 
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PUNJAB MINIBIBT 0IBOU88ED 
AwnABRni Him Go 

. ^ *0 thot •Wto Ifc. JteiiiA f Win he. foe a aiomot. (hfaik tiut ho 

oboot to bUod nn^inty obMMd with mnitocli^icol^ f 
Tte Ifadta l««ve m ^ aeooont to iWl • eoneera of tho May A« ,_ 4nS!l |4 
who would llo in unbiudi to ponoM npoB gninn gnthml hj oUuti*^ 

Council Meeting— Rcoolnliono^New Delhi— Tih. March 1943 

Ma. J^nriB fiiaoTiD PuwDiBrr 

At tho MooioD of tho All-Indio Miidim Loogw Ooaiidl hold it Now IMhi 
go tbo^TU h Moj fdi iyili tho Bomtorj of tho Leoguo onnounood w id t l ehom. 
te^thMXc£dut£ifi. unonlnomly roeomnoodod Nr. Jliia2i*b DfSo 

Ffominoni omooK thoM pnoont won NaiiMifr Jlohd. Clumdktm JCkaU- 

guMMaman, Lt^-Ool. JChMor ffayai Man, Mr. AMui ffau$, tho tPJS^L 

Wm AiaoB^RaauL Dr. Sir houddi^Akmad. gir YiminM^\^ nSSS 
Imam, Tiua/ Aaroan ond Meuim Abdui GhmU, ^ "• ^ouam 

Bnro PAKI 0 TAV Rvoumow AmoviD 

Tho' Ootmeil odoptod o rooolatiOD opprovlng tho djMiHon of tho Bind Aioflmhlo 
ondoninc the Phlditon rooolation of Bio LiAoio ooMion or tho AH-lndio MmUm 
Loognoi- Tho Ooanoil fUt oonfldent tho* othor MotUn moiority provInoM would 
hdlow SinM land. The moliiUoa woo movod by Monlono irr a 

(CeotmL> 

PuvjAB MnriB'niT Foek atioh DnomoiD 

Tho poiition of Muolim. membon of tho PuDjob Aooembly in idodon to tho 
Leoffoo woo osploittcd by tho Ftm)ob Pkomier.. Lt.-Col. Malik Khitar Maat Khan. 
•poUEhiK oe 0 roBotntion moTod by Maulaaa Abdul Jffamid Badauni, to tho oftot 
tho* titan Maottiu Minbero ohould form o Muollni Leoguo Forty oi loou oo 
proetiooblo ond in oeoocduioe with the Loogno poliey. 

Tho Punjob Pxomior pointed ont thot the nooTution woo nnnooeoMry oo a 
Mnolin Leoguo Party ozioted under the tonno of the Bikondor-Jinnoh Poet. He did 
not wloh to enter into o controveroy whether tbio Phrty hod been working lo 
elBoiontly oo woe expected of it, but he oioared the Cbnneil thot ho would 
endeofour to put life into thot Forty, coneolidote it ond bring It up to o etondoid 


wortbr of the gieot orgonizotioB of the Hnilini Leoguo ond the Nnolimo of the 
Punjab ond oerro tho true intereoto of the Muolimi. “You will never find me and 
my Muolim eolleogueo foiling in our loyalty to the eoueo of Muooolmono ond their 
iole repreeentotive TOdy— the AU-Indio Mneiim League.” 

The Bikondor-Jinnob Poot^ he ooid, had laid down thot Sir Sikandar Bgat 
Khan woo to convene o meeting of the Muolhn mombere of bio Party ond odvioo 
them to join the League ond oo ouoh they were Co be oubject to the ndeo and 
rmlotione of tho central ond provincial boorda of the League ond tbio woo not to 
offlmt the continuance of the coalition of the Unionlot Party ond that tho exiotiag 
combination was to maintain ito name— the Unioniat Party. 

The Punjab Premier olao explained the oircumotaneeo in which he woo invited 
by the Governor to form a Government after the death of the late Sir Sikandar 
Hayat Khan, .He oaid he had an opportunity of oonaulting a large number of 
Muolim mombere of the Aaaembly before ocoeptuig the invitation. The aetion of 
tho Governor wan unonimoualy approved at a meeting of the Muolim League Por^, 
convened by the Preoident of the provincial Muolim League in the let week of 
January. Bubaequenily at another meeting of the party on January 23, he explained 
that be had accepted the Governor’o invitation becauae an emergency bad arioen, 
but it wao open to the party to have any one they liked aa their leader, and ho 
aaonred ih ^»Fn that be would moot faithfully abide by their decieion and would 
■upport any peraon whom the party decide to have aa their leader. "Tbio 
meeting, which wao very largely attended, nnanimoualy expreaaed their confidence in 
me. 1% deeioion of the party wao auboequenUy endoroed by the Unioniat Parly 
and the Minioterial Coalition.” 


He quoted a paaaage from the Inotrument of Inotmctiono inMcaling the 
procedure which a Governor had to adopt in maMog appointmwto to hie Connell 
of Miniotero and oaid : **In view of tbio and the facto already atoted by ma, 1 am 
onre the Houoe will agree that my aeewtanoe ,ol the 

eoDotitutlonal and in accordance with the unanunono wiMmo of the oaembeio of the 
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Mnilfm League Party and aU other partiea aiMl groupa that oonatitate the 
Miaiaterial Party.»» 

Aa regards the appointment of the 6th Miiiialer, he said that from ififormal 
eonaultationa with membeFa of the Muslim League Par^ he had come to the 
coneluaion that an overwhelming ma]orit.v was in favour of Mai. Shaukat Byat 
Khan» He accoidingly asked Mai. Shaukat Hyat Khan to join the Muslim League 
and on uie agreeing to do ao he (the Speaker) advised the Governor to nominate 
him, as a Minieter. 

Mr. JiNHAB’s Obbbrvatiohb 

The President Mr. Jinnak. said : **You have heard the statement of Malik 
Khizar Hyat Khan. The main object of the resolution is that a Muslim League 
Party in the I'uiijab Legislature should be set up. As explained by Malik Khizar 
Hyat Khan a party already exists. It is a different question whether it has been 
functioning efiicicntly or not. But now a definite assurance has been given that 
efforts will be made to make the party worthy of the prestige and honour of the 
sole authoritative and representative body of the Mussalmans» namely, the Muslim 
League. Therefore, might we not wait and see what efforts are really made ? 

Mr. Jinnah proceeded to recall the terms of the Sikandar-Jinnah Pact, and 
said the essence of the whole arrangement was that Muslim members of ^e 
Unionist Party were to function as a separate party. Actually, 86 members had 
signed their pledges and given them to him. Constitutionally, the party did exist 
but it did not function properly as it ought to have. Many things woulcf *have to 
be done to make it really efficient and strong. 

Maulana Hamid Badauni, mover of the resolution regretted that the Punjab 
Premier before accepting the Governor’s invitation had not consulted the Quid-e- 
Asam. He welcom^ the assurances from the Premier and hoped that all Muslim 
Ministers in India weald look up to the AIMndu Muslim League and its President 
rather than anybody else. He could not understand why he was asked not to 
press his resolution, which only aimed at strengthening the Muslim League in 
the Punish. 

.. Mr. Jinnah said : *'When the Punjab Premier has given the assurance that the 
Mmdim League Party in the Legislature will be brought on a proper footing, I do 
not know what the mover wants to be diseuseed. The basis of the reeolution does 
not exist. The party it already there.” 

Maulana Hamid Badaunt urged that his resolution be adjourned till the next 
meeting. 

Mr. Jinnah said : **Tbe point is not that it should be adjourned. I should 
consider the resolution to 1)0 out of order, but 1 leave it to you to withdraw. 

The resolution was withdrawn. 

M17BLIM Mass Contact 

Dr. Afzal Hussain Qadri moved a resolution urging for the creation of a 
central mass organisation committee to organise the Mualims, eapecially the maaaes, 
more effectively, and to impart to them a sound and acute political oonsciousDess 
and training kiid also to bring about greater solidarity and contact between the 
Muslims of the various provinces. 

Mr. Jinnah pointed out that the Muslim League Civil Defence Committee^ 
after their first 14,u00 miles’ tour of each and ' every province of India, apart from 
their immediate task of organising the Muslims to defend themselves against 
external and intenial dangers^' had brought back ample material relevant to this 
resoluffon. They were going on tour again and thus they would have another 
opportunity of further exploring the same sublect. It waa better to wifii for their 
return and in the meantime, the resolution could stand open till the aesaion of the 
All-India Mbslim League. Farther consideration of the resolution was thereupon 
postponed till the next meeting. 

Bind Absbmblt Bbsoldtion on Pakistan Endorsed 

Moving a reeolution approving of the Bind Assembly’s setion in endorsing 
the Pakistan scheme, Maulana zafar AH Khan, M.L.A. (Centrsl), remarked that 
Bind had played Its blatorical role. Thirteen centuries ago, Islam came to India 
through that province and once again, that province had' shown the bay by raising 
the hiuiner of Pskittsn. He hoped that similar resolutions would he adopted in 
the Punjab, Bengal and the Nonh-weat Frontier Province. 

After the reolutton was eeconded, the Chair arid that, so far as the League 
wes concerned, it wee not a controversial resolution. Themfm, further diaeoswm 
wm oaneoeisazy. The resolution was put to vote and nnanimonily carried. 
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In hii oonolading remarki Sir. Jinnah ezpmiited hif pleunn thnt during the 
left lew months, trying sn'd diCBcaU, s period of ▼srtous derelopments in the 
oountry. it wss clesriy demonstrsted that Muslim indie stood solidly uniM 
behind the League and spoke with one voice. He said that he would review me 
whole sitnation at the forthcoming session of the All-I'idia Muslim League in April. 

Earlier, the meeting adopM a resolution of coudolenoe on the death of Sir 
8ikand«r ffayat Khan, *‘who had rendered very vsiiiebie services to the Mnslim 
League and who was a member of the Council and the Working Committee for 
many years.*’ 


Open Session of the Mnslim League 

30kh. Session — New Delhi — ^24th. April 1943 

Preaidentlsl Address 

In a tastefully decorated pendsi, which was full to capacity end smid repeated 
shouU of *Allah-o-Akbsr’ the 30th session of the Ali-Intfis Muslim League 
commenced et New Delhi on the 14th. April 1948 under the presidency of Mr. 
Mahomed Ali Jinnah. The psndal wss dci^orsted with buntings sud 
ulsearda with slogans, such as ‘^Freedom of India lies in PAkistsn.” Ihsre wss 
a map of Pakistan placed at the head of the dais. A feature of the ^idietiM wee 
the preeenoe of a large number of Muslim ladies, both inside and outside the 

purd^encl^re. ^r^ arrival, the psndal became crowd^ and prominmt 

uersona were seated on the dais. They included tlw members of the Working Committee 
of the League and distinguished visitors, includwi among whom were ttir Mahomed 
Ueman, Sir ^kro* Khan Noon, Colonel •JJi 

the Punisb, Sir Ohulam Hussain Hidyatullah, Premier of Bind, Msior-General 
vfetor Sdlum? Minister to Chins. Mr.. Loo,. Sectary to tie Oh^em 

Miwioa In India, Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung, Sir Ziauddxn Ahmed, Sir Rasa 

AH’ and deseed in white sberwani nnd for the first time ^day 

wore a buttonn hTs collar with rhe letter ‘P* standing . for Paki-tan engraved on 
it Ha was received with tremendous ovation and cnoenng. 

The proceedings started with recitation form the 
thwe houM 

iiiere w«e 1.200 delegatM .nd 350 membera of the Council of (ha League 
aI hie addreae Mr. U. A, Jinnah eaid (bet nobody would 

Appical to Hwdd Public 

Aflw diMgtog Mr. Gandhi and otter. ai® 0^1 

iai* ii sa" 

^ chnptn. ksu^t euemlee yeeterday hare (o-day baeome 

78ir?^*“ ^S..***T m^a ttia BDoeal Hindu i>ublic. If yoni leadan 

fiieDda. lliat IB poUtice. I make tti. apm » ™ api'iwo M It. le yaw 

are on Ala path, •n7«iv**8ioo this internecine war. Declare a truoee 

xeeponaibility to eome ®j3ttleK,ent*. That is now the problem of 

Let «• Bit u two equale and c^e to a eewemw^^ ^ ^ who keep «a 

pr^leme. I ask. now a^aiWe of our policy. But we have 

Lartt 0!o«mree.lK.mt ^Bn«*““ Britiab OwaanuMiit 

devices of our own ^v^hyshould not the country eey : *Unile 

ean le*h» to key »• IS^'aoiJSnato o^anttme of thawodd.* 
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"Tkm k Bofc fhe doubt thoi fba M ailiiii Leagao it nui!riiig from ttnngili 

and ateangth thnmgboat India** (ehaora). 

Ha ooDgmtnlated lha Mailima of Bengal and partlealarly the yooBi of Bangd» 
and eondamnad tha ^tyranny, penaentioD, manoaaTriitt and maabinationa and dia* 
lagafd of alamantary priueij^a of iaatiea and fairplay** Taaorfead to by tha Gofarn- 
mvki baadad by^Mr. Huq and aaid : *Wa bavn^na throng tba erucibia of fira in 
Bengal and to-day Mr. faMlui Luq ia no more (langbtar and ebeera), and I hope 
lor tba raat of bia Ufa be will be no morn.** 

BwedL’e Bxaiiklb 


^Bengal,** V. Jinnah want on, **haa abown that there ia no more room for 
dnpli^. Bimgal baa eat an azampla from which otbera may learn.’* (ebaen). 

’Tlia Lea^a ia now tha Toiea of tha people^ tha anthority of tha Millat and 
yon bam to bow before it, eren thongb yon may be tha tallaat poppy in tba Mnalim 
worldj" ha added. 

Tba League had formed Miniatriaa in Aaaam. Bengal, Bind and the Punlab, 
bnt ha warned tha andienee not to ran away with the idea that that waa all they 
wanted. "Thia it only tba atariing point, and it ia not what we are willing to matn 
aaorideaa for the Miniatriaa. We expect the Miniatriaa to make all the aaorifioaa for 
na. So long aa theae Miniatriaa remain within tha orbit of tha fundamental 
prineiplaa und poliey of the League^ they will oertainly hare onr aupport. but I 
want to make it once more clear that the time haa now come when we will not 
heaitate to withdraw our aupport from any Miniatry.” (cheara). 

Baferriiig to Bind, ha aaaerted it would be no exaggeration to aay that almoat 
09 par crnt of Mnalima were with the League. In tha North-Wrat Frontier 
Profinea, which was the only Prorinea whidb remained under Section 03. hia in- 
formation waa that within the laat 16 or 18 montha, it waa entirely with the Muslim 
Leagna. That information waa baaed on tha teatimony of foreign correapondenti 
who had been than and examined the aitoation. Similar waa tha position in tha 
Punjab. '*Bnt I regret to aay that tha Punjab haa not yet played tha part that it 
ought to play and ia entitled to play, bacauia. remember tha Punjab ia tba corner-^ 
atone of Pakiatan. I oarticnlarly appeal to the delegates from the Punjab. ’Xha 
people are all right I appeal to tha delegates, and I ask them to aubatituta lore 
of IMam’ and Muslim nation In place of lectional intarasta, jaalonalae, tribal notions 
and aelOahneas. Tbaaa arils hare overpowered you, and your being ground down. 
But I think I fee light a vary bright light I was vary happy to see throughout 
my tour of tha Punjab last November that tha people are all right and quite sound. 
My appeal ia to the leadera, and I assure you that if our Uadera in the Punjab. — 
and we have got able and capable man — if they will make up their minds, I feel 
confidant that within six months the face of the Punjab will be changed.” 


HlNDD-MUBLni DlFraUBHCBB 

Mr. /ifinak gave tha background of the freedom movement in 'India and 
traced tha davalopmaut of tha constitntlon from 1861 onwards. Quoting from tha 
lata hir. OokhaWa statements, Mr. Jlimah said it was GokAaie and Dadabhoy 
ITaorcyit whose feat ha had sat, who inspired Mnssalmsoa with the hope of a 
fair and maaonaUa adjuatmant between Hindus and Mualiios. Mr. Jinnah quoted 
extansivdly from Mr. GandhVa writings to show that ha waa inspired by tha aim 
of aatiMiahing a Hindu Raj, and contiuuad ; **Now we are told rapaatadly by tha 
organised Frees in India that tha Mnalim League is s commuoal organisstlon. It 
is tbs HlqAa leaders who have deliharataly and with a oat purpose aastroyad any 
poasibla chance of the adjustment betwaau toaoe two communitleo, by well planned 
and oytematic manoanvrea and by organising themselves and then oallibg thamoelvas 
uatloiialists snd^ democrats. I ask yon. Is mis natiooslism and demoomey f (Orlso 
of No, no). . 


*'We learnt demooraej 1300 years ago (ohsers). It is in onr blood, and it is 
aa hf away from ths Hindu society as the Artie regions. It is we who learned 
the Isoaons of equality of man and brotherhood of man. Among youiaelveo one 
esate will not drink a enp of water from another. We are lor demooiaoy but not the 
democracy of yonr eonceptfim, which will torn tha whole of India Into a Gandki 
Aaram. I .b», give np this peea. You haye made yonr bad. Yon may lie on it 
Have yonr Rlnda nationalism. Have yonr democracy to yoni hesart’s content Have 
yonr HindaBtan if yon ean, 1 wlah yon God-msd, bnt we are not going, so long 
as life k left in a mgk Madman, to have tfeit type of demoemoy. Quoting the 
dvw by Lead OoraoiH Distar Lsador, to Ife. Maymcnd. bo wonld my to Mr* 
r : *’1 aoii*t went to be mlsd by yon.” (ehasn)* 
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OOKSBBM MOTI 10 BQOMI FaaDOM OV SmOB 
Attn Mferring to, tte iMmtt ,«« Ctipp$ propoMla, Mr. Jiwuth dmlt 


Mid : "1 think evan if it wm oar own GoraramMit, if I hod onr mt in tha 
matter, and if an orsanimtion, the mMt powarfai in tha country, with all ita 
raaaw^ wanted to be let loom to praaah aRoinat war effiwt^ I would put them In 
a^. How do jm ezpeet , any Qorernmept to allow thia thing to. ha earried on T 
fOheere). Wm ^ ndly intended to mdimte baadom of qiaaeh, or wm it intoidad 
to oruBh the Britieh 'Ga?eraiiitii( ?** 

After eommeotioK on the *‘jiew teebniiiae*’ of theiOongreeB nod the Indie” 
xeeolntion, Mr. Jinnak enid : *The Britieh eny that in reueting the OhiiKreee they 
ere proteeting ue. We iny, ‘Nothing of Oie kind. We don’t belie?e (het yon love 
ue BO much.' We know it eaite them end they ere taking the fulleet aavantefra 
of the eitnation, beoauee if there ie any agreement between HinduB and MuBlime. 
then they know the net teault of that would be parting with power. If we oan not 
Beoare power ae a nnited India, then let ub teke it as mvided India. (OheeM). 

BBrnsH Gowt*b. Pouoy 

The Briiuh, aaid Mr. •haaoh, knew full well that Hindui and Mwlima would 
not agree, and if bry eome meana or other they could agree, then it would he 
aothhig but a ooek^pit of laed under the undnwa df a united India, wUh the 
Engliahman -on tqp. Lord Lkdiihgow ond Mr. Am&ry, edie weBe of the pneoa 
diehard branA were dangling ihe camt before the* donkey by Baying that gao- 


wwuld be the Indian Statee. TIhm weie a eailw of hnrdtea. 

‘*Thii,” aaid Jic. Jumah, ‘*ie the pcdi^ of the Brldah GovaBunent paraoad ter 
a hundred yeam. Not only hare they aonMtiaw or athar made ua niiBB the tmi, 
but pat OB on the wrong bua. ( Ob ee w l. ‘T lay to the &iadae-ond the Mliali 
know it—the oaiokeet wgy lor the freedom of the peoide of ledli^ befh Hlndaa 
and MuBlima, la Fakhftan. ^nheeraX whether it eomee in my Jifetinie or not. (Oilae, 
Tt will') : I oen any ihie with a dear eounieiiea. My iggnt ia that it la tha 
Oongieea and Hindu l en d e i a hl p that la heldhig up the atKalaaient of ffeedmn te 
both Hhidua and Muelime.” 

JlATiDiriL OoYTw FaopoaAL 

Mr. Jinnah retered to the leeent eomapondeBee between Mr. (hmM and 
Lord LinUthgow in whidi Mr. GaiMi bbeervad thm ^ ^gteaa wee prepat^ 
to let the Qaido^Aoom form a National OpTernmant lor the dw^ 
a Government being reepondUe to a^ dnly eleeW Aaewblv. WtotaM Mr. 
JinmaK would be uR if thU proviio about leepmidbUity to tU LeiWatow wae 
earried out T Lord LinUthaow would imme^^y ^ 

Govemor-Geoecal. if he did not get the kick Vaster). The Seeretaiy of Btoto 


a Government being reepondUe to a^ dnly decM fniwblv. WtataiM Mr. 
Jiimah. would be uR if thU proviio about leapmidbUity to tU LeiWatow waa 
earried out T Lord LinUthaow would imme^^y ^ 

Governor-General, if he did not net the Uek flatter). ^ Beereto^^ ^ 
would be abolia^ the India (moo and Hie ,MidMtyh Goverom«t would ba 
abdiahed. Thia almple propoaai could only be bm^it Into eftmt^ vapeMOg 
opmpletdy the preaent oonatitotion. It ewild not be don e oUi arwiy. Jbm it worn 
follow that the Provincial Governmenli ehould 

undertaking the framing of an entirely «ww «(mititotlijn te ^ i5?5LiA». 

Mr. Anah add : “If we Pwo^on tet A* 

that once that baaia ia accepted, the Phtota demand to 


duly elected Legidature. If en^ aeoneotnuon gnnm 
doi&t the eatabliahment of Hindu and Oongieae Be]. 

"NiAodv will Tff t mmSP if Mr. CtaiidhiU MW lUf^y 

waiiiw toMM. to • mm!^ ^ thlrt 1 .*^. ^ifV »r 

wlU I. the gTMtMt d«y both for mudu..j^ Moroi^ I* 

dadiu, wlut to thMO to mwrmit Mm from wn tfiig fey* jpjy * wj® “ 

thm Oiot on prowot Mm ^ dotog •» » faTtotA I 

aoina to the vioeiof T Strong ea thto Governmant may nam w mmnm. jl 
.J-T vitolL ..sn umM Smaat to aloD aoeh a latte if it it MOt to 


vert etopped. 
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Mr. /iiMah proeeedtd : ^Mr. Gandhi gwtf all tha information and knowa whit 
ia foliifS on. It there it any ehange of neart on hit par^ he hat only to drop a' 
few linet to me. Then the Mntlim LetKoe will not fail whaterer may have bma 
out oontroverey before.*' (hear, hear and oheert). 

Beferrittg; to the natnie of the Government under Pakiatan, Mr. Jinmah 
deelared they vitualited it at a people’t government. **When we ptated the 
Ladiore reiolutioo. we did not ute the word Pakistan at all.” Hr. Jinnah taid : 
^who gave ut thia word? (ahoata of **HindaB.”) Let me tell you tbit ia their 
folly. They atarted damning this on the mnnd that it wtt Pakiatan. They 
foitted thia word npon na and they talked of Pan-Ialamiam. We ouraelvea went 
on for a long time uaing the phraae '*the Lahore Baaolution popularly known at 
Pakiatan". Bat how long are we to have this long phraat ? I aay to Hindu and 
Britiab friende. we thank yon for giving na one word.” (obeera). 

Deprecating taik of aome aort of looae federation, Mr. Jinnah deelared : "There 
ia no aneh thing as a looae federation. When a central federal government ia 
eatabliahed it will tighten and tighten until the unite are puWeriaed in the matter 
of real power, and reduced to the aame atatua aa Indian Statea at preaent.” 

**We are oppoaed to any.aueh scheme. It ia bound in the long run to lead to 
oertain emaaoulation of the entire Muslim nation, socially, educationally, culturally, 
economically and politically and to the eatabliahment of a Hindu majority rai in 
thia anb-Gontinent. Therefore, dismiss from your mind any idea of this kind that 
might lure you.” 

Mr. Jinnah gave a warning to "landlords and capitalists who have flourished 
at our expense by a system which ia vicious and wicked," and said : "Believe 
me, 1 have seen them, there are millionB of our people getting hardly one meal a 
day* la thia civilisation ? la this the aim of Pakistan ? (cries of no). If that ia 
going to be ^e result of Pakistan 1 will not have it. If these landlords and 
oapitoHata are wise they will adjust themselvea to the new and modem conditiona 
of li&. If they do not God help them. We will not help them." (Oheera). 

Proceeding to apeak about the British Government,. Mr. Jinnah said they had 
declared the Clongreaa was a rebel organisation, that It was only one party and 
the overwhelming majority of the ^{de of India was not with the Congress and 
that the people of India were with the British Government. Having declared 
Oongieaa an outlaw, what had the. Government done to the others T By their own 
admiaaion the British were oonfeasing that their desire and anxiety to move in the 
direction of handing over power to the people was. held up aaoeeMfpHy by tiie 
Oongxeaa,. which waa a rebel oxganisatioo. It was a coufsasion of failuce on their 
part* Either the people of India were at the back of the Coagrass or not. If the 
overwhelming majority were not— certiuniy UuT hundred m^iion Muelima were not 
—then what was the answer to India ? 

The Muslim Leagua had beaiL aoouaed of not helping the wear effort. "I say 
that so far aa Muslim In£a ia ooncemed our eup of bittemeas ia nearly full. I 
ones more d^aw the. British Government’s attention to this. It Is a very serions 
eituatton indeed, and the British Government ought to be kept informed. I 
inform thsBL from tkua platform that tho bittoroeca and disappointment at the 
■habby treatment meted out to Muslim India ia a danger to them ( Cheers). 
Thereim, reconsider your position. OuareBtea the Muslim xl^ht of Beif-determina- 
tion and i^ve a pledge to abide by the plebiscite of Muesalmana lor Pakiatan.” 

It was thoroughly diahoncBt, Mr. Jimtah continued, on the part of the 
BrUish Government to say that the League were non-eo-operating. The Muallm 
League aidd it oonld not co-operate. "You wimt me to come aa a camp follower. 
What are the proapecta for me? If I am defeated, Japaa or Hitler will ooma. If I 
win, I am to oe a camp follower and get n hnkahiah. la this an incentive to 
eo-operation ? Gan any honoutaUak reapaotable nation aeoept that position? 
(Cries of Do).^ Therefore, lenlly they have blundered and are blundering or don’t 
want to part with power and are taking their obance^ aa a gamMer does, saying 
to titemadlvea, "If wa win, we will keep them where thpy are. If we lose, then 
after us the deluge.” 

Dwelling pii the natnie of the eonatitatioB under PakUtan, Mr. Jinnah srid 
it would be a oonatitution whirii ^ would be frnmed by the MUlat and the people, 
"to that you make a eonatitntion which is after yoar heart's desire" he ej^rtad 
hit andieaee. The only qoettioii was idioat the minoritiei. Minorities, he caid^ 
were entldsd to get dillaitc asaaranjae. Tiijse aaiurancea were pirt of tha 
Labors Reariatkm. The iriiola history of Iriam, the Holy of to Prophat 
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p^wy^folIow6d by Muiliin QoT6r&iiittiti wtra olfarnat nMMif nnj. 
Mttdiini had been treatecf not only Jnrtly ind W^but^tlZlly?^ 

Thi South •Airioan Bill 

w 9" Sooth Afrieon Bill and aaaartad* **ThM« 

E?lw to ^ttSSta to^Lr ^ 1 ? •„S"‘t..h*u“A *’*' gf *55 

members who was contributing her simre. He was tL^SL 

of State for India should say fe lud nTstatemenf K ihn. 

India was condemning this Bill, iiiolndine even the QamnmJH^f 
WM u o^t Of the “Britirfi QoTeSSSt?* 'C « Si jSS 
with tegeid to our internal politioal eontroverriear” ” '**” * ***** 

Mr. JinMA aaid AiuKa were not at all well in the Indian Statea in 
®**“'*?1*!L*” « KaAmir and Kotah. He thought midt 

aet a example. BimilarW, where then waa a Mualim Ruler inth a*Hnalim 
majont; he ought to aet a good example, and if anything waa ^uht to hh 
notieeagalnat a Mualim Ruler, he woild be equally gtiereC ^ * ** *•*• 

u j I •f."’*®*. «“««» to tha emerMuce of the Mualima aa a deoialee faetor in 
Moton India and aaid: -You hare to.0ay your role It U time now to tata 
up the imMrttetiTeprwamme,ao that we can march along the road tlmi wS 
tAenatoPaUatan It la for you to put your heada t^fethar and nndertalS a 

propw and ayatematie planning. I can only repeat that we m a nadon bMwm 

*®a^??- ^ M"o«^ piogmmma for aducadonal. aoolal. economic, onitand 

and pjrtitical uplift. 1 will oOToln* by eaylng thla. Ihe goal i near ua StaS 
nnitode persevere end msreh forward (cheers).*’ 

Dealing , with the fre^om movement in India, Mr. Jinnah said that sUn 
*!?•*«? ‘wenty-ave yeara the Hindu leadership, partiralmS 

that of Mr. aandhi, had ftlienaM ^ Mnssalmans resnlting in their tewnJ 
for the partition of India. like Duda&Aey Naoroji and Ookhak had inShm 
Tiisyhad smom of fair play and instioe. For instanoe, Qokk^ 
in 1907 declared : *Oonfronted by aa overwhelming Hindu maiorilv 
Mnilims m naturally afraid that release from the British yoko roiabt in th% 
case mean enslavement to the Hindus. This fear is not to be ridiculed. W« 
the Hindus similarly snuated as are the Mussalmans in r^ard to numbers, would 
they not have entertained similar misgivings ?** These were men who insnired 
Mnssalmans with the hope of fair and reasonable adjustment between them and 
the Hindus. 


Then came Mr. Gandhi on the Indian horlson. As early as May 1930, Mr. Gandhi 
unnonnccd that "lor me there are no politics but religion. They subsme religion ** 
Mr* Gandhi said that he had been experimenting with himself and his friends in 
politics '*and he has done so with a vengeance", said Mr. Jinnah. Writing in t^ 
Young India in 1931, Mr* Gandhi deEned faith as follows : "I call myself a 
Bsnatani Hindu, because, firstly I belisve In the Vedss, the UpsnMisds, the 
Puranaa sad ml that goes by the aame of Hindu seriptnres sad tharefoie in 
Avatars and rebirtb. Beeondly, 1 believe In the Vsrnsebrsms Dharma (law of tha 
caale systam) and its Vedie form mid thirdly I believe in the protection of the 
cow ac an article of faith, and fourthly 1 do not disbelieve in idol worabip.** 

Later on in 1934, Mr. Gandhi declared : *It has been whispered that by going 
so much with Mueliro friends 1 make myself unfit to know the Hindu mind. Ihe 
Hindu mind is myself end every fibre of my body is Hindu.** 

"And yetb" said Mr* Jinnah, ’^whsu I wsnm Mr* Gandhi to meet me as a 
Hindu, ha refused to do so." (Laughter;* Proeesding, Mr. Jinnah ssid that from 
1925 onwards many efforts were made for tbs sdjuslment of ths oommoasl iasae. 
Everytime tfem Mnssalmans were the petitioners, sUnding at the door of Mr. Gatkdhi 
and hit fiiendi* Tiie Hindus nevsr made any eounter proposaL In 1927, the 
Mussalmans made certain propoeals, wilM weie snbatantially aeoepted bj the 
Oongreaa at Madras* Two committees than wem sat op to work pnt further details. 
It was Mr. Gandhi who amaahed op thssi oommittees and foicsd the Mnssatmoae 
to withdraw from them. Then came the Nebm Report whieb piovoksd even the 
tM*time Oongriea leader, MauUma Mohamtnad AU, to deolare timt It would mean 
the Government of India by the Hindu Msh a s s hhs ^ «...** * 

Mr. yfhfioA next fiteied to tho Bsooiid Bound TsMo Oonteenoo lAaii 
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Mr« Oandhi had gome aa Ilia aola rajpiaieiitatiya o( the Congiaaa. Mr. OandhVa 
ooa aojciat? waa to pravant tha aohaduled eaatea gattiag any apieial tiaatmant and 
on that Dana alone ba waa ptmiad to aetila with tha Muaaalmana. At tha 
Minociliaa Committaa of tha B. T. Mr. Gandhi'a obaerratlona that a eolation 
of tha comnnnal qnaation would follow tha aatabliahmant of Bwarajt made Mr. 
BaiMap Maedmald to retort, ''Be honaat and faoa fhcta. The communal problem 
ia a pr^lam of fact. Doea the problem axiat in India or doea It not ? 1 do 

not anawar. 1 laa?a you honeatly to anawm it for youraelf and to youraelvea.’* 

Mr. Jinnah next referred to the apeedh of 8M Govindas when, aa Carman of 
tha Baoaptlon Oommittee of tha Tripuri Seaalon of the Congreaa, he deelared : 
"Our OongreH organiaation can be omnpared to tha Faaoiat Party of Italy, the 
Nad Part7 of Germany and the Commnniat Party of Buaala and Mahatma Gandhi 
ooeupiad the name poaition among Oongrecamen aa that held ^ Mueaolini among 
Faacnata Hitter among Nana and Stalin among Oommnniata. The Congreaa, aa at 
preaent eonatltutad, ia the oreation of Mahatma Gandkff** 

Aa to the quaatton • what Mr. Gandki had dona, Mr. Jinnah detailed nine 
Gandhi inaititntiona. They were the Gandhi Aahram, the Gandhi 6e?a Sangha, the 
Gandhi Barijan Sara Sangha, the Gandhi Hindi Praohar Sangha, the Gradbi 
Nagri Praohar Sabha, tha Gandhi Gram Sndbar Bahha, the Gandhi Khadi Pratia- 
than and iht Gandld Oow Bakaha Sabha. Mr. Jinnah aaid that t^ Gandhi Sara 
i waa tha Mother Superior of all thaae inatitutiona (laughter.! Mr. Goadhi, 

. difiding tha whole aub-oontlnent of India into three dlaftnlte padiamentarj 

• and appmntinx three parliamentary nme dictatora, alao graduaAy dereloped 

paroaanent deputy Mahatmaa in almoet all ttm nrorincea and aonea. Tha obieet 
of thM waa jaothing leae than the produetion of a new prirllegad eaata of Gandhlata 
itho alone ware tho^t fit to hold office or rule the country. 

Athtudb To PtevATmi 

Deftning tha LaagnaHi attitude to a ^looae ladetallon^'* Mr. /innahjudd : 
^Thaffi ana people who talk of eame aort of a looae ladeeatum. TbaN are people 
who htSOt of itifiag the attdaat freedom to the federating unite and raaidnaii 
pawm reottag with tha naBa. But they teget the entire eoaetttattonBl hiatory 
af tha 'vailone paMEta of ttm world. Fadmittcm, hewerar daaeribad and in arhatarer 
tanni U k put, mimt ultimataly d^ra ttia fedeiwllag unite of anChorl^ la All 
ellal laattBTi. The anitiL daapita thamamuae, would ba aampelled to grant more 
and more powers to tho oantial anthafity nnlil in the and a strong Oaatial 
O aae nunan t will hafa been astebfidhad by the uolta thamaahraa and they wiH be 
ddfea to do ao by efbaolnta naeaaaity. ifa aaa qppand to anj aueh aohaeM, nar 
oaa we agree to aay propooai whiefa hea far ita haais any conception 
or idea of a Oaatml Goramment, federal or conledend, for It le honed to lend 
In the long run to ttio emeaouUtton * of the enthe Mudim notton, eoeially end 
polltt^y, end to the aatabilehment of Hindu aaaiocity Bid bo thia aub-eontinant.** 
SaaelBlIoBa-dlnd. Day— New Mld--ailh. AfrfI IMi 
The leoond aifeting of the open aeieion of the Loagne oommenoed on the 
mUL April idaa, Mr. if. d. jinnah pxeaidhig. 

fie proceedinga opened with tha preeenttng of Ilia annuM report by Ihe 
Honorary Seoaetaary, NawabMada JAaqaat AH Khan. 

The report explauied in detail the erante leading to the refeetion of the 
Grippe’ propoeela. It paid a tribute to Mr. G, Bajagapalaehari for hie faiaiight 
end palittoal eagaeity m hie attempta to pereuade the Oongreea to conoede the 
priompie of aelf>detennination to the Ma e a aim ane and to the discipline and ' soli- 
darity of Musaalmana particularly in keeping aloof from the Oongreae moroment 

^ aaid the report, had no (mportuulty to eolfo tho deadtock. .Gn the 

one ridflL theGoTemmwit kept the door locked and on the oiher aide. Congreaa 
remainad a^miant. The report also referred to tha aottritias of the Mualim League 
Deianoe Cbmmitlaa. The other ontstaadiag aahiaramants of tha year ware tha 
astabliahmant Of Miaiatriaa in SIhd end Bengal and oonvaraion of ilia weakly Davm 

inbaMaSon^adop^ aoodolanaa raaointion on the death of Sir Abdulla 
Haram and Sir Bikamdmr Bftai Khaim 

Tn Bom AamiOAV Bill 

Mr. Z, H. Lari next moaad the iMolulion on Sonth Africa. . ^ ^ . 

By this rafoliitiOD, tim MiiUm LMgaa 'btioiifi^ aondamna the Tkading aad 



AfiK «4a 1 tmooBDom k moLonoim m 

palkm of LiBd (Nmlal ond Ttemifl ) Bill pontd hf Iho Soolh AtrlM 
Mii«t tod mota it door tiiol, if m Bffl to iSSlod to by tlM Orovn. 
fold to gfOTMt bi^ Mwon iB^uui ind Afrieam and wdl go to 
•ap the fcnndMUima of tho fatun of the Oommonwaaltb of Nationa. The roalon 
oigaTM ^ Gormment of India to inteffeoe in the natter Ininedialdy and eaila 
npon the Union Q<^emment to refrain hrom enfoieiM the Bill and ^n?ene an 
K, India Md the wion Ooremment to eiploie 

all poaiible metfaoda of arrifing at an amleible aettlemeni of the aitnaliqa that haa 
aiieen. It ia the oonaideiod opinion d the Maalin Laagne that the only aolntion 
of llie Indian prdblem in Booth Afriea ia the enfranehiaement of IndiM oetUm 
there* Tho aeaaion nrgea upon the Ooveroment of India that in cape the Union 
Gofornment faila to oonrene the B. T* 0. inmediately and eoforoea the Bill tto 
ahould exanine tin poaiUon with a Tiew to bringing into operation forthwith aona 
of the prorialona of the Becdproeity A<^ recently paaaed ^the Indian Oe«^ 
Iiegialataze.** 

Mr. Lari aaid India eonld nerer neglect the inteieata of her nationala abroad. 
Although India waa not in a poaition to effeotiyely protect auoh inteieat on 
account of her preaent dependent poidtion, yet the courae of proteat waa open to har. 
He explained the hiatory of the Indian problem in Booth Africa and aald that 
Indiana were being humiliated in that country. He hoped the Union OoTemment 
would aee the wiadom of agreeing to the demand for holding a Bound Ihble 
OOnferanoe. If to-day we were not llatcned to, the day waa not far off when we 
would be able to retaliate againat the Ill-treatment of our nationala. 

Sir BoMa AIL Goyemment of Indla’a former Agent-General in South Africa, 
aeoonding the reoolntion aaid that the condition of .Indiana in South Africa waa 
pitiable. He criticiaed the apeeeh of Field-Marahai Smuta In aupport of the **Peg« 
ging” Bill and obaeryed that while on the one hand he waa conacioua of the driioacy 
of the aitnation, yet it made no difference to hie determination to aeethe Bill through. 
The South African Premier had anaye worda for Indiana but hla action wan al- 
together different Had India been free her nationala would not hare been treated 
like thin. The reoolntion waa unanimoualy carried. 

Pood SnoATBOir 

Sir Ziauddin Ahmed moyed the following riaolntion on food 

'*Wheteaa the Goyemment ia reaponalble for the onpply of neoeaaitiea of Ufa 
to the people of India— apeclally during war time when the rooyement of merohim. 
dine ia oontcolled entirely by the Goyemment— wbereao the marked diaparity between 
pricea fixed by the Goyemment for their own purcbaaea and the pricea at which 
the dyil population ia forced to buy the aame articlea in againat all aound theoriea 
of eeonomicii and leada to corraption, black marketa and exploitation of the public, 
whereaa the policy of control aa deyiaed and practiaed by the capitaliata, tradera 
and manufactuxera In the name of the Government haa failed to achieye ita purpoae, 
ia encouraging hoarding and abnormal profiteering and cauaing miaery to the people 
in general and the poorer claeeee in particular, the Mualim League urgw on the 
Goyemment of India the necearity of framing their policy of control and diatribution 
of the neoeeeittee of life not so much in coneultation with capitaliaia and oIBciala ae 
in eonanltatloD with the repieeentatiyce of the people and of ensuring that (1) naoa- 
aaitiea Of life are made ayailable to the people and are not locked up by diatributora 
(2) they are aold at reaaonable pricea proyiding economic profit to the prodnoars 
$8) dietributors are aelected from all claaaes of people and (4) retail ahopa are opened 
in eye^ quarter of a town. 

'The Mnalim League further demands that the repreaentatiyes of ibe people, 
speefally of the Muslim League, should be aaaoclated with the officials and capitaliata 
at ayery stage in the planning and execution of acbemea of production and diatri- 
butira.’’ 

- 8ir ZknMin Mdd tlwt the Gofenmient hwl no «Mnge to 
Md ootton pioiMnod. wort being Mid nt •bnonn.ll, high price. wUlo tbo eebeno 
for otandaia^ hnd been in the rtaking for the lent »*<>., T**.?*^ 
•rtfofo in the oontrti of wbidi the GoTenment ted greoUy bnuded, pM^foriy 
boeoart eoMiirten* inteneto had not been eoaoulted. Ae for fooo^iMDO, the Om- 
erartcat eoatoolled the piieee without eontrolling tte enppliefc nt tjtttm oi 
AetrflrttinMM eqaelly Meetin. W the preeeat conffl ^e eoatjay d he fmttnU 
the woret anflfom woald be tirt MaeeelaMae aad the poonr claeeee ia ladia. & 


wonid be te M—wI-mc. 

thahoM 1,^ ^ ^ ^ 




IBS TBB ALL INDIA IfdBUll UBAODB 

temOttOs «?oieed horn poblle^oplBloB. Tli« buiMM mn wb Mta^ 1 
MoSt-mkinK inoentiTB and.not bj bnainiMiDgt. 3be jwiee of «ia 

Erf been inenued by 25 pw cent ern before the el^ bed bM i^Mrf « 
naiket Ue xemtted taiit th« GoTerament bad not effeeUTely dMlt whh tba 
vrofitem and indnatrialiata in the eame way they bad dealt with the ixdltieal 
agitaton. The reaolation was paaaed. 

OOLLBOTITB FlHEB 

Sued Zakir AH moved the reaolution on eollectiye flaca via-a-vtt Mmaidmana. 
Thia reeoiutlon worded “emphatic protest against (1) imposition tA epIlectiTe 
fines on the Mussalmans notwithstanding the Government’s dear deelantion that 
Muaaalmans kept strictly aloof from the subversive movement launched by the 
Omams and (2) non-exemption of the . Mussalmana from collective security orders 
wbi& have been passed ds a punitive memre.” ... . „ ... 

Siwd Zakir Alt said that defend vcdinmittees had been set up all over India 
before August last The result was that through the ei^rts of these defence 
committees; Mussalmans were successfully kept away from the ^ogress movement 
He added the following to the resolution : nhe policy of isBuing licenses for 
Se sale and distribution of foodstufft and other necMsanes of life to the over- 
whelmingly non-Muslim dealers and demands that the ^llective fiiies reali^ 
fram tlM Mussalmana be remitted and they may be enmpM from the operation 
of^Se orders regarding collective security and watch and ward and urges the 
teue of licensee to Musflm dealers in due prorortion.^ . . ^ j . 

*** Mr. Padshah supported the reaolution and said that in Madras a Mnsealman 
has to prove his alibi before he could be .t 

resolution was further supported by Khan Bahadur Mohammed Umail 
of Bihar and was adopted. The session then adjourned. 

Resolntlona**8rd. Bay-New Balhlr-fi6th. April 1948 

ExBCxrrxoN of Pul Paoaro 

The third and last sitting of the League started on the 26th. April 1948. 
iMlv iinnah was iu ' the i^hair. 

HbuIum Abdul Hamid Badauni movrf his nsqlatioii atont ibe eieention of 
Plr Pagaro. Nawabsrfa Lioguof AM Xjkon ssconded ud tbs mi<» admtrf, it 
wMutaously. 1110 teaoluUon sUtrf i "1518 session rf the All-India Hariim 
tSSt ii. dsplotes the uu]ustifiable aoUon «rf the Oovernment inssinneb u ntrospsetiTe 
ffiven to Martial Law and Pu Pagaro was tned by the Martial Law 
Omit instemi of by the normal judicial tribunal of the land for offences alleged 
SCe bJln committed bdote the Intwductlon of Martial Uw in the arm ^ 
S Mod concerned and the wntence of dea* pas^ by such a Court 

was eseeuted.” The Mawabsada, in a brief speech, said that incident depicted 
an aet of in]natice. 

mauttsi. Law in Sind 

A M co nd resolution coneeming Martial Law in Bind was moved by Muitajdui 
ailaui nrsiiiK the anthorttiee to entrust the propertiee and treasures of 
fte^lSS?? iS a WmtttUto be appointed by Bind OoTernment. The 
^Lk^luded to the difference in treatment meted out to the Hms ud^ 
'■bnth of whom were, in the eyes of the Government, rebels.” and asked 
^y’lt'waa so. The reMlntion was supported by Na«ab Siddiq AH Khan u. i. A. 

^ continnsnee (A Martial Law in Sind 
Aotraced the unrest in BIrf to the Allah Bun 
iSnlsS. S *said the liw-abidlng eection of the iIwiMtion ^ snfir^ 
ptSa nsrdshIPB on scebunt of the conlinusnce ofMsrw lAWe He demgndw 
STtomiSdnte^^^^^ hoped thet the Government SFindis would sceede 

Ijthtades^i Majid Sindki add the pi^< MartUUw unlllta pad 

nraetiee was not preceded by a Proclamation by the GovemonGenmL Be a^ 
still not novn under what autbmity or provision of the GovenMuent of 
1 .x? Art l£^d Lm enforced. No satistetocy ezidanation bad bean 

The resolution was carried: ^ 

lonorary Beeietai^ Nnwabm^ Aa^^unrfl 

• committee of srM^ Iw *bo P«apo«o « iwpogntw* Longusis 

IpngramsM amongst Mndim 
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PumB Pumhb^ BopfOBv 

Hie Put^ab Pnmim', mid loud cbmn, fon to miiiport the Moliitioii. Ht 
edd hie loot §te(ement» nuida et the meeting of Uie Ckmoeil of the AU-lndia 
Moolim Leegne* wee befoie the imblks. He aaeaied them that the Punjab 
Mnilime were with their brotbere at the other Ftorinoei end if enj obeteolaa 
wen pot either bp the Britiih 0 ( the Oongnii in the wep of the legftimete end 
ihneoneble demende of the Moalime, ^e Ponieb Mndime would not leg behind 
othere in mekiiig eecriftoei. Be reminded them that the Lehon reeolatkm of the 
League wee peem in the lend of the fire rireti. Their right of leifHietBrminetion 
wee not unjuet, and he eeeuied the Hindus and Sildis end other minoritiei that 
they need here no feer of the ueurpetione o! their ric^te end claims. 

BIr. Abdui Hamid Kkan (Madras) fufther supported the resolution. The fiiat 
part of the resolution dealt with the period of nsgotietiono during whieh the 
llosUm League made its demand from the Qorernment and the CkmgrssB. Iha 
Congress summarilp r^ted their demand, and made the claim to spm lor the 
whole of India. The Oongress denied the Mualims r^t of self-determination. The 
British bad changed their tune after tihep had put the Congress in jail. They had 
^ 


not shown any xeeponse to the^ Moslim demand. 


that 


form of 


indicationo bad cream apprehensions among the Mnalims 
lederal oonatitutlo** tSas under contemplation for India. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhri (Asam Minister) further supported the naolnUon. 
He said the Congress mofement of Aimnst last was not only against the Britieh 
but was also againat the Muslims of India, whom the Congiess wanted to dominate. 
The Muslime kept aloof from the Oongress Bfllrement. The rsBolution desmnded of 
Mnalims to stand on their feet It deriared Muslim opposition to any tmpoicd 
constitution «and he aianred the session that they would hare the foil enpport of 
AsHon Mttslfmo. 

Sardar Aurangseb Khan (N. WJT.) farther supporting the reselntion, aeid 
that the M[uelims were a separate nadon and were entitled to their homelands. The 
Mnalims wen lor free India and free Paldotan. Tt was their birthright * and they 
ahull hare it The onp of Muslim patience had orerflown and the result was the 
nsMution. lliey* the Muellmt should lose no time and like Turkey of to-day 
ahould organise thesMelfsa in erery ?Hlage and town to face iie danger. 

Mcmlri Latifur Rahman (Bihai), auppcnrting the tesolution, said that their 
nUglon was the bond which l^t them together. He assured the audience of the 
fadl support of Bihar Muslime to their^efibrts to win Pakistan. 

Jfowloiio Akram Khan, President Bengal Muslim Leaguc^re full suppcsn to 
the nsolation on behalf of the Muslims of his prorinoe. He said that the tioe 
for bogging lor Pakistan had passed The time for grim determlnatioo and 
oriaoSatta of the Moslhns had arrirea in order to aohiere their goal of Bakistsn. 
If, aooortttog to tte Kom, one was killed for his Ideal he becime a **8hahld”, a 
r« He said that the crdonring of the map Into Paldstan and Hindustao 
soon disappear, as enry eonntry belonged to the Muslims, beoanae eroy 
ry briopgw to Ood.** 

Btt A. K. JMhlavi from Bombay said that then was no nssd of a speech on 
behalf of the Bombay PMdeaey from which the Qside-Asam eame. He asid the 
Mnsliam did not anfiaiMie *%on-Tiolent non-co^peratlon*' to fight the hnpositkm w 
a tern of eonstitntion detrimental to their interest, but woala adopt methods which 
had been employed in the past for winning freedom. 

^ Qam lia Khan (Bala^lstan), said that the resolullon did not imply a to* 
ieratiM of the Pakistan demand but it was a farther step towards their gom. Hu 
resolntioo demanded solid work. It was an ultimatum to the British (BoTeromaoi 
besanse the Muslims knew that their non-Muslim bcetfarcn were powerless to gi** 
anytldog to them. The power, was held by the BritM and the ultimatam wst 
thsrafbru directed to the Bri^. HeappMsd to Mbsksm to be ready to fight 
die for mir ideal. He had full coafideace in tim csnacity of Muslims. He dsikM 
H. B. the YioeMy*S reteenee to **lndis’s geografAM unity’* and Mr. Ami^ 
l agmenee to dm when Akimr mted and aaid Maalima would bo only if 
nlosiTir* to bo r m t oae d to dm pori fi on day held in Akharit d»a. He arid thri 
(tand of friaadtW^ waa cxtttdei for eo-opaiadon with tha &«Ui on tha larii 
-mw.. j ^ havo-any hmniiiadBg paot Tb aay iM 

Bridah Chmeramant waa a^ Ha ‘ 
Eaiendfe 


seartyr. 
wow 0 


onriiif, bwt ttagr wn Ml ywi n w JjP 
ST g^o l ^ww .wWh ^ Bii( 

wJlSSf 



^ An.W] HtOtSKOINea AND BnOLOnOMB 

NMnA Oiv JMA 'FMMif'tUiritad Pra*taanV«i< ttw runliH 
o( Hr. JbMoJk** picri^liil'addnw, TIm MnrHiM mMtid'NMiMAvf. 
tio* 10 Iw emecM t(» ttaM and' tliqr wmid oihmw ill 
taM OOk ^ tyor^) Bolioo »M MtalltM 

J^J**^®**’* ®f WWrtM by tba help »t thu ottm vw ‘^toMoM to 
)[QtoK to Ml.” ^yom Aua« Nomt, Bnmx^nK the ntolotioo, mMoked A«t tt 
Ncmcd oheo ell Provtnew weK exhuiMtaf. h «ei» Nm tow <rf dw VMoen. la i * 
iford«t w lioineit emme hwt of all. 

ilia, mi^ ; ••jf©, WooMii wont 

efcry ProrinM.** Begum Baaml aftanred that Mnafim womea wm alivo to U-w., , 

of reamiiHibilitj and were ready to make all ■aeriiloet. Hmv woold leml any impail* 
tion of a eonatitution which went against the Intereste of Haellma and wonld aailet 
the men as Mnalim woroeo need to help men in tlmee of eiliie in the caily dim 
of leUmie hiotory. 

The Ritja of Mdhmudahad said that for the If iielima the meant Jnetified the and 
and not rtee^vereo. 8aerifii*e wan incaimbent on Mnellma, when they law that 
lalam wan in danger. Ae the Prenulent of the Mnalim Studenta* Federation he 
eihorted the youm to i^et ready for aaerlfioee. 

The reeoltttion waa carried with acclamation. 

Arab iHDBPSNDBiroB 

The following reaolutloti wim then pnt from the ohair and adopted 
**Thie aeaaion of the All-India Mnelim Leagne riewe with mat e e n eetn and 


alarm the new Zioniet propaganda and more in U. 8. A* whieh la potting 

on the IJ. 8. A. Qovernment for ezercieing ita iniloenee with the Britiah Oownmal 
ftratly 4o lemore all preaent reatrictiona on Jewiah homlgration In Palaatine end 
secondly to adopt the policy of coiiTerting Palestine into e Jewiah Btnia. In the 
opinion of thin aeaaion the aim of thia new Zlontat more la to maha Jewlhh 
maiority in Palestine a fait accompli hy opening her doors to the Jewieh wer 
xefngeea on the ground of war emergency and proaeention of the Jews In Boiope. 

*'Thia aesaion condemns thia new more as a deliberate nilempt to pmetnele n 
wrong on the Arab and Islamic world at a Uma when the Arab Kntlofinl Hlgh a r 
Committee of Paleetine atanda disowned and the Arab nathmaUata ere nt piiMlI 
almost defenceleas against organised Jewry and high flnanee In the world. . 

*'Thla eeaeioD reiterating ita demands for the loUllment of Arab ne ti pn a i 
demands for Arab independence in Palestine and Byria* solemnly wama the Biilkb 
Goferomeet egainet any step or move whieh may prove detrimentel to Am 
national interests and declares that aooh a policy will M Uttarly naentad by the 
whole Arab- and Islamic world aa an outrage on demoeraey and ]astlea and Inelw 
able Axmb rights to their homelaoda.” 

Nbw P0WBB8 Fob PBrnnoBiT 

Mian Bachir Ahmad proposed, end Khan Bakht /w«^MeoiidA a^ Mjoi 
Jamal Mya supported the resolution empowering the nnsiden^ Mr. 
tiie next aeesion of the League, to take ev«y rI5L.f®lI? 

necessary in furtherance of and relating to the ®L^ liuelim inagns. ee^ 2 

*lMa proper, provided they m cooeiatent wi^ the p rinciy imy pol^end 
toe LwKmw ny iwototton. wpwwly pweed by Midw ot «• Afl-todto 
Biosllm League. Ihe resolution was unenunondy oairiea. 

BIb. JlVWAB*h Bbhaebb 

Mr. Mmnah^ in adjourning the aaasion, .dedewd Uj/A 
Pddetan to whieh thw Mnelim Laegue was eoasmltlnd diraady or InolMBy. TMf 
ware attemple by indlviduale to which ■S.HPjS: 

, SimlliSy diere wee no seheme olWd^ towWA 
jlW dinetly or iadlieotly in nny wny w! m 

fi.Jinmah wMi "I ImM Jaeny etMote m Imtog^^ ^ « 
upon ne eonae aeheme or map ana hang the dog 


iUI 


^ »P futfla^attamplB’ 

. Willi the approval of the Hoya^ ^dr. /y> 


hy onr/opi 
r^ybgHTl 


.to to 


Mltoal 



The All India Momin Conference 

Eiflilh StMion— New DiUil— 26tli. to SMu April IMS 


The eightii mmIoo of the Alhladia Mmuki OontoeBM wai Md in Uw QaMB*i 
^ laiic, NefT Mill on the Mih. Affll IMt. Ow UCOOO penone indiidiDg 
d d l wele i end 600 Aneer volonlette attaided. Thoee meoii ineloded Mr 
AkXSQaifum dmmri. Mr. A. BawmA^ Mr. A. A. Mckmtd Nbtm, ifx.a (BiherlL 
Mr. A^nddfn Ahmed. Mr. £ahir-ui-Bmq. Mx. mMarn-ud^Din. Bafi AMul Bad& 

The fleg^mting eerenoBT wee pei^fonncf. in the erenlng bj Mr. Ahdul 
Mbkmtd Boon who aund the endienee to reepeet their fleg end onite under the 

.1 bk 

**ne eolution of the Indhui pioblem ehonld be the Juit eece of the Doited 
Metlone. Pfeetige mey d il ate, but etatemnanbliip demande that the old notione 
meal be dieoatded and a fteih attempt made to gratify the national aaplrakione 
of India.** Hm PceAdent refuted the claim of the Muellm L^ne to repreeeni the entiie 
Mnellm community. He called it **w.ong*'. ^'mlaohleTone** and **mUleading’*. He 
oleimMBd that four and a half erorea of Momina were definitely not wlih the Mualim 
Lmgue and their Paklitan aeheme. Speaking againet the Pakiatdn oehemeL Mr. 
SiSr-ud-dfn aaid : ‘11 Pekiatan ie attained by the Muslim League, it will 

piofe detrimental to the intefcste cd the MueUms. Ihe Muslim minorities in 
Hindu India will beoome like Moplaha and Huia and I am confident that the 
Pliddftane will not come to the aid of the Muslims in minority Prorinees.** 

“India must define her attitude towards the. war. It is true that there hu 
been a faTOumble reoponae towards the British Ooveriiment*s call for eo-operatioD 
In the war efibrt but this teeponae does not indicate the spirit to win or die, which 
would otherwise mobilise all the forces of Indian nationalism on the side of the 
AlHes and sweep away the entiie strength of the Axis powers and wreck the entire 
war nuriiine which has challenged oiTiliaation .** 

Mr. Zahtr-nd-din added : **Tlie present policy of inaction and indeeision is 
beeoming increesingly unpalatable to a Imge majority of thoee who are keenly 
eeueeloua of the Ooremmentb failure to end the dcMlock In the country. The 
poliey of sluing on the fmiee ezhipila bankruptcy of etuteemanehip and their 
attitude to Mahatma QandhI’a release exposed their falee political facade in 
eutiiety. Thin poUtioel diagulae ehonld now go. They ehonld deelere thdr faith 
in eo-operetioD, nnoonditionel end nnlettered. £?en the poliey of the Oongrese 
aotblng but one of frustration end deeperation. We want that the Goremm.. 
should enable Oongrese leederehip to rsYlew ‘ the pieeent situation in the light of 
leeeot erente and thus make room for rapproohment.’’ 

Ooncludiog, the President ooudemneu the attitude of the Qoreroment of South 
Afriee regerdiog the oolonr her end arid : “It ie ooe of the bleokest epote In 
~ dry. It la a wonder that the Bill Is being peseed by the South Afriee Oofsni- 
it at a lime when the Allice hare deobured to the whole world that they aie 
dog for freedom, lelr-play and justioe. The British Gorernment shoula 1 




British 
will 


Common wealth 
forfiri 


tie heed in ritame and eeaae to folk of a 

m. South Afrloa must take note that India 

desm to bar.** 

Dur-New Delhir-^Tih. April IMS 
Qm um oust day, the 27th April, fibs Bdbfeele Oommitlee met 

of Btffjm AmoA 


of frm 
wrong! 


MuMrudfa, wUfo 

■ I Of “ 


_ __ _ ^ adopted, lb. 

lusdlutioii fkom the ehrir, expressed regret at tm 

[Mat ia BOl eribwiag Jfuuluaa A«ad to see his wile before 
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of 

any 


PmVAW OOVDE...... . 

tha OMtsrmiee iritemted Us claim lo lepieaeat font aid 
Aoeoidlog to the Ooofoimiee no other prity or oigeoiec- 
dm Momiae. Theiufore no oonsdtndoosl^ 
“ whieh did 
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^ ^ FAtettn ediMM of tbo M inlim Lnrm 

Old «iM Hull fadift ««• iadifiiiblo tad wm oo« aatioB. To di?ido ladia wodM 
ya diiiirti r tor ttia ooaalty, A amiorily of Matlimt, nandy. da Moala Cba* 
iBteaeOi da laid Mailim Ooafaranoe and other omniiiiiiiooa npraantad Of«^ 

aPOKB of Mnaliaa who ware deftallely tfalaat KUataa aad wiMild d^ht 
ftOM aad aail if aadi a aehaM afar aaaa Into forM 

Tha Huiio OoaiiRnea .<.waa of Iba ?iaw that the primaiy nmbaio of da 
I ahoold not ha allowed tq baooBM mambexa of any other polldaal 

Day— New Deliii-28th. April 1943 

CtoMPLRB IVDEPBBDIIIOI OV IWDIA 

The Ooafataaaa oonolodad to-day at 1 a. m. after pMiinic a aanbar of 
laooludoiia The main raaolatioo of tha Miaion which waa mored by Mr. 4. 8w^ 
fona ai followa : 

**8laea the p r e ae a t phaaa of the war baa created immeoaa conplicatioa% 
laiaiding die political prdblea in India, baffing ita real aolniion, and cfcry poll- 
deal oiKanlaaoon io in tha paramount intereat of the country, trying to addraae 
Itadf to find aa carllcat poaaible aolntion and in rlew of the pant traditional 
policiea ea alao the praaeat ideologiea of each political body, theae polidcal partita 
hafa aaanmcd an atdtnde of arrogant olwinracy. with the rcanlt that the Indian 
mMtm haa reached a atatc of atolenate and baa become ttatie, the Working 
OoBmittae of the All-India Momiii Conference feel, io the cireumatancea and in 
tha beat intereat of all concerned, diet they ahould make their contribudon to the 
aoindon of the Indian tangle and are of the opinion that the beat war to raaolfe 
thia ^emHta liea in maintaining the political unity and integrity of India in ita 
fatura eonadtudou. which ^ould aim at the combination of practically independent 
prorincial nnita haying teaidnary powera under one oeniie which abonld ha only 
yetted with each powera aa all the prorinoial unita would, without impairing thair 
indlyidual independenee. nnanimoualy entruat to IL . - 

*It further reaolyea diet the complete independenee of India Ja tha goal of we 
Oonferenee and demanda of the Government a proclamation that aoon after the 
end of the wer India would be giyen complete independence,*' 

IVDUV DtTBBBBT IN SOUTH AFRIOA 

By another leoolailon, the Conference atrongly urged the Qoyepment of India 
to re^l their High Oommifiioner from South Afriea aa an inidal mtuunjA 
proteet againat tha high-handed and intolerable notion ngainat Indiani. It 
urged the Government to reaort to retaliatory meaauree againat Iba Sou^ 
Nadonala In the aame manar and on the aameacaloM tlic diaori minatory legialadon 
whidk had been enacted againat the Indiana by t^ South African Government, 

The teaolndon wae moved by Mr. Abdul Qayum Ansan, 

BELBiai OP Political Pruonbrb 

By the third reaolndon, the Oonferenee expreaaed the view ^at teCkiyernmeat 
at India thonld mOn a bold dwIanU.m ,nd dl tb, ylittorf-jp rijoiw, ^ 

tha detenna forthwith and aet up a national governmant at the tmtrg, raptaoanM 
va^a iiolitieal iwrtiea^ thereby mobiliaing public opinion and the Noonraw of 

^ Ita Working Committee to eDHtpowto with 

any pdlitieal party or*^ organiaanra if and when any ooouion aroee. 

*8wAmAJ CANNOT WAIT** 

Rvnlwiiiiiiir tha obicetiyei of the All-India Momio Oooferepee, Mr, 

JtofcJ^ zJurudd^. *" • iMitlnraT?^ 

bbileya that Hindo-Mualim unily can wail but 

Sf « »llllpnB.of.Momlna HbidirS 


poaitkMLia the Muslim eommunity as the 
Sffy iiaaible nndar 8war.J,^ 


^tto eolation was that unto Bwan j thaw w owM 
irftii" adult thgy conld have adaiioats lapiaaentation aad volea la \ 

rtaMroddia did not 


MB TBB ALL INDU MOMm OQimaUDlOK 

frinBi uiri Ida *9 Mac tbat* • tatma Bm Lam ad 

Bm itomh OoSSttmet, he w»te » letter a Mr. Ameh emieiiiaK nhelhir the 
I eefiit he4 mtf ietatla «f m aage a ite atiitnde tmmBie the aeeea Be 
niwwmtaiify;' 

Afak itae th* d W taeae to the etUtede tomide the eeaaa pciftab the 

. Jj| Fa ea drieg he «a ceMtaad 

lithe o{ MeeUaea Hiii£i aoHaa eedd he 



eewdoii ot the Moaia Gaferena Mr. FaMrwbKe eaBead' 
DaMBdOB irith the lOoiagiae a veil a with the LeelRae. < 
wea eMam to dre w eeMUena of iaetifeetia to the 
enne laoW via the ^Kiea a <U?i^ the Maeihe eeeae 

i jfto tue to to l ae to egreeaat with the Oeogna ioiiel 
I to ZoOMi oed cond eo>operaa with ay foBtieel hot^ \ 



of dhe Ooofneiieeb Mr. S Mn$M» eeiA hed hai 
mihieel uto end iotcgrity el lodie w> he aeie- 
itoo to the Frarioea ; die Oata to hea eeih 
'* e Frofioea by e ea taeo a egtaeait. Ihe 
to dieliiea eto ^^hga gerSetoely ie to 
ei the eeaaoeitf wa eoweeetatid. n$ 
ia of to Chfdigtot «a to egiteie to the bcttenwat of to 
aodi da h of to Maiine. He- e rote og d too diiep^taort 
of • Moaio apaeahtla a to Feet Ftetog Omahto with 
^^iodw^BthooMt a wcaea thA ioteaM is to 


ttdmd i 

Mwm a i 
O atoe eia 1 , 

V. F. fid 
laaediele 
eodfl aid 

Whji^^ihMK 

mmkm ol ilia OanlecaiMa bj tba iliiiliai Laagne aathiiaiaala, wlio h$ aaia, Ml 
tolSa taMlh af aaadtiigjSaHi to that tba 

aaMioii had baan paalfiapitd or fhal apmmiaa had nrakan out Ime Hoiiaaar. 

S ow ihnMigh too game tod awna to tha aaduon, whioh waa a a a ea m . Bona 
paopli boon wiili^ la |kHii fipja AiafU 28 te tin OoafMea. aad d 
aena had to laaira, baaaaaa Ifaaj ooald aoi ba awaj ton thabr pban loi 
non thaa thna or Idar daya. 

Working Coa8Biittoe--Cawiiporo— to 21at Jane 1943 

JnniAto AmTun tXnii>aiivaD 

Tin WorUag Connittae of tha All India Momio Ooolaranoa ant at Oawnpon 
mi tha thtb. Wih aai tto ton, U4M. Tha Oonmittee daplorad tha attitoda aad 
aelioa cd !&• la aooaaotloa with Mahatma OandhffB lattar aad lanirdad it 

aa a eMIaoge to tha odrit aad traditioa of lalamio oblTolry aad Ion of toadon 
•nd aa a Slot oo tha good aad fair aama of tba Mnalim Lcagna aad ia a way of 
tin whola Ifi^n aatioa. Furtlnr, tbo eonnittaa fait that this atdtade h^ pat 
baok tha baada of tho clock of tin eoantry’a aIBnrta U aa^aarly aatUcnoit of 
tin ladiaa pnhton. 

Natjowal GovaaimaaT Ubgid 

Tha OoBunitlaa dadaicd that with a view to aoeelorata tin war adort aad eaaosa 
aonplala williag eo^paratioo of tha eooatry tbania tha Gofamnaat ahoald 
lOaaaa all politloar priaoiiafa and loooa attntioD oo tha forantioa of a aatlooal 
OoTirnannt at to OaiUa laprOentiog all inportaat clonanta of ladiaa aatknal lilce 
Tha Goauaittea aoaiiBatad a aubnonnittea iadodiagto Pnidilaat, Skdkk 
ZohtrHtd-IHn and to General toratary to toar indmndaat natin Btalaa aad alady 
and laport oa to eooditioaa and nqatoneati of thair Monin aubJaalOe 
Oo-onmATiov nr Wae Etioet 

aoBi of India waa Macetad to aoniaala a lapmaatatin of to 
_ I OB to Toatllo Adticory Board to be ahorfly aatahUtod by to 
The Oonnittoa laaohed to wait in a dqailiiilon on to Oonnam 
and Hla SiiiillaBay to. Viceroy with a Yktw to di eaaaa how bcat,to 

I of to Monin Aaaad eonnaaiiy ooold ba harnaand to to wi 

Tha Obnnitloa datond to iadiilhieBoe of tho Oantral Gonrannt in aoi 
a^br to Moaion of to Monia aoBUBnn^y ia 




Tfce All ladia Majlis-i«Akrtr 

CMndl Me 


AvrOlMS 

Muo psK PxAcx A«D Mdtuai. Oolinitnoi 
’«Miieir «f dw AtMiHln SltjUt^i-Alinur altar ««i 

.mv on Bolli. April t94B iidfiptod m,* noolQiion cxnraiuS 
tiwoe^iei^ pro^oa of ImUoii, MtHUe cmM be aulred Mb Ibimh mbn m 4 
am^ eonililMae bet|^ the people iDhobitiiiK thie coaativ. the oMiieniaMtlad 
l» the pnlagoaiato of the aehmee ol Akhaad Bharat, PaUsMi aed Aaad FmS 
teiwoMad M Um« of matnal goodwill and ttHdentandinK and asniaaaad tha 
that it an party batiaTad that it oould eatoUiih any aneb aebana with S mS 
aid,^Aaa{a net iicneca the fact that any oehenia aat ap nndor tha aiaplnaa of the 
BciM »nU to tlN conntry'a parpotnal uolaaaBMl. Tha M^a^AhtH 
thetolanthadM interert in any acheme. tha aneoMt ot whieh dopondad an tha 
OBUtiinfwr of tbo Bntiih. ^ 

TIm Molotiou furUusr Mtotod thot the MoJIii-i-AhrAr wm not mopond to 
the feet tbft^fiiefldly iieK^«tio»B end ficeiMeful etmoeiihue were oondiliMe moSSi 
to Ibe ftsel cMeioii whether cue or more eentres were to be cetebliihed in Indie or 
whether ite piwriecee were to reteie ttieir preeeiit boundaries. The MeilM-Ahnw 
coneideffcd efl proSMtive propepende elreedy done or beini; done bf any party 
was fetal to the ihteresta of the future of India or tho eHtebiishment of Aaml 
Bberet or Pakistan or Punjab. It. thtsrefore. appealed to the proUmooiate of 
ttiesemsbemas to refraiu fnm spetHslu s, writiuKs and other types of propaganda UH Py 
to poison the atmospliere in tlie country. 

Offick Beabsbb 

The council elected the following oflSee-besrers SAeiAA ffaaamttd»Lin of 
Amritrar. president; Maul4na iiokd, Ahmad Kazmi, and itauiana Ohukm 
Ohau$^ rioa-prasidants and Maulana Mazhar AH Azhan M, L. ▲. (Punjab), ganaiel 
saeiatary. 


The U. P. Majli h-i-A h r a h 

Aannal Soadan— Sohaiaapar-STa. April IMS 

Febbiobiitial Addkrbb 

Presiding over the annual session of the proTiiioisl MBjlis»i*Ahrar. 0. P., 
held at Saharanpiir on the 27th. April lii4S, Maulana Ohulam Qhauz dechu^ that 
complete inde|ieiidance of India was the goal of the MaJlit-i-Abrar. He said that 
his party was prepared to cooiierate with any other party whose object was the 
same as that ot the Ahrars. 

Bpeaking about Pakistan, the president said that if Hindus tried to sstsbliah 
Hindu *rsj’ in India, Muslims would be compelled to establish Muslim *rai* whieh 
Uiey would achieve with unity and sirength. llie Ahrars, he continued, ware seg sr 
to five in cooperation with other communities, as their ideal was equality of man, 
but nMther were they preitared to relinquisb tbeir rights, nor ready to deprive 
others of their legitimate rights. ....... ^ 

Kzplaintng the diirerence between the policy of the Muslim Lesgne and that 
of hla party* the itrestdent said that the Muslim League's aim was *to divide tot 
and then Uke'. while Jthe Ahrars’ principle was *to take first and ibeii divide^ 

Gonclnding the president criticiisd the Congress policy. He said H to OongVBBB 
was anxious to settle amicably liie question of Muslim rights, why did Mokatma 
Oawihi hesitate to approach other Muslipi orgaiiisstums in the ewnhry when Mr. 
Jinnah had refused to negotiate. That was one of the reasons, added to pimstoA 
why Ahrars did not follow to Congress programme. 


The Punjab MajliM-Ahrav 

PiMUeaUal Addraaa— tyAnfW— » • ri. Moiah IMS 
“Tha Ahrara are not tatiafied with Um; prawat oonccpUon of 
do not want n Keopraphiral divieiou of Ind'^ JJfw .^2"??*’“®!'.*?,. ? 

a forni of Gomnment baaed on the Uw of Hatowj^I-lllahia^ iridA 

means n constitution bs^ on equality and fiatcroity**, dieland NawobModm 
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FBBBIDBtmAI. ADOBBSS 


fte Aa|d Pnniri>;f6r tbn haw w uinnl *„ 

to dilt danM of ohoitalag Iho booudaiiM of the PuitMt m 
mt ofwohwiniiiK iD>]orit; U tho Uiodiw aiid the 'StLiuLf 

donmatmi. whtio ot the M«e tiire tatwriiiK oMiRcioblj (be mtettion^S 
•od Umdoe who lemoin to (he oti^r Jookb.'* o» «>• BIhhe 

If Any Hindu gentlemnii oonvinocu ma that tha atthrmdi i* dtiao^iiee^ « 
to the UioduK. I would giee It nii. tot I hew oo^^hJ^ u-Jf 
adwmaBeons to both t!»o Hindus aod 4he Siklis. * *** **** eehme le 


A. I. Akhand Hindostlian Coafereiica 

Annual Seooton— Lahore—Sth. June 1943 

PnniDBmAL Awem 

“I soil «el» ebeoliitel; no totlnetion Moew PkUsien end Aisd Pueieb. 
Bott an ae^M for the nTi^lioH ol IiicUe and both out «t the roots of its unity 
Md inteenty . One ts irresiaably driimi to the mnelusion that the ssfety ot ni 
Hiudua and (he Sikhs of the Punjab tm to •railing tourther and beeonhiR deier- 
mined not to let Muslim eommnnal raj be established in tlie Punjab la any form.” 
'n'."5 Sor^r JChora* Stay* in toe noiirse of bia presideaHal sddresa at the 

All-India Akhaod Hinduaton Oouferenca whirh oiieiied at the Minto Purk. Latwia 
on the 6lh. Jana iMt. 

S. Pritam Singh BhaUa^ Cbairmaa^ BitKaiitinn Oommitire, extending a wel- 
oome to all thoaa pceeent at the conference eritieiiied what lie deaorlhcd §» iw weak 
leaderahip of the Akalia which ia unfortunately mialeeciing tlie Pautbl** He pointed 
out that one eeat on the Aurangieb Miniatry waa the priee which had bm iwid *for 
aelling the Bikha and for political diehoncaty.** He maintained that eren though the 
Bildia had a diiTcrent religion it wee foolish to eonfend that they had nothing to 
do with the Hindus with whom they had common tiea of aocial and poliiloal 
fdationa. 

Sardar Kharak Singh in bis address, which waa read by aomeone else said : 

'*It ta indeed extremely painfnl that at the critical pOHt-war era India would 
not be free to play her foil part Great Biitam claims to be a rhampioii of demo- 
cracy and freedom for aiDall nations but it is not ready to art India free. Aoeord- 
Idk to the statement of the Becreatry of Ktate for India biniaeif, more than 85*000 
Indiana wen eitbef imprisoned or held under internment in Mareb list. Tbia 
clearly abowa what the future intentinne of Britiab Gofernment about India aie. 
But neyertheleea there is no dearth of Indians who are ready to vo*oi>erate with the 
Goyemment. Sir Homy Mody, Mr. Auey aod Mr. Birkar had hardly laid dowo 
their offinea as foeeutiye Couiicillora of the Viceroy, in proteat againat the reprn- 
aaiya policy of the Govern men t before. l>r. Khare, Sir A*it-ul Hug and Sir Afhok 
Kumar have oome in to take their places. Even now the MuHlim Leagim ia«bttay 
in forming ministriea in the provinces where a complete deadlock existed. Buck a 
miniatry has been set up in the N. W. F. P. aleo. ft ia very regrettable that eyen 
a Bikh Jma been found ready to join that miniatry and provide an omakHi to 
ollina th say that the Bikha who were so loud in meir opposition of Pakistan are 
BOW Mning hands with iu protagonlita to facilitate its eatabliahment. 

n have never been enamoured of thia no-called provincial autonomy. To ma 
M looks like a farce. That ii why I have always been opiJ 0 i«d to office aeceptanee. 
1 b my opinion the IcmsUtiye aaeemhlUa and mioisterahiiw can have little eenae until 


we are ittSkpendeiit. 1 leajly wnnot nodenund the 
to coaeider that the salvation of their country or community list in theae iimtu- 
tkma alone. I will not make here any comment stout those who 
bold tha above opinion. But the action of thpae who enter the Aaaenibllm with tto 
deelaied object orwrecking the Blioistrico, and on a awt b^ng tdlvi rd ^ to them to 
So mSnat^to oo-operaUng with it quietly, cannot but be 

JM yrt Itto thS Wji4 ol i»to}»l . w ho P— «« g * Svl.*‘ 


« wTa lito wthto. ^lyiif *0 wyfc. jy 

darMiBialcy but whan they ware given a aaat to hia cahtoat ^thrir ^ohm 
BhoBt It Xhaaa paopla have oo prlneipla al alL Hipy coBsIder that aU la 


urn Jl. I. AKHAK 0 milXHJOTAS COlira^ ]la; 

Mr i« polHSet. Qnile f«mUy 90 B »iiii lic?« iiotM ^^ 1 ^ Ikij 1 hm« bM iMing 
antiMiltj Mtmdifltorf uteleBMiitt rrgiMNilaic JMn Mlivitief In eonaeBtfon wilk the 
fomnlkw of tho Frontier minlelrj end bow nl the end they luiTe Jollied the miale* 
try, iMr *^niidniaentel dlffnencee** wlUi Hie Xitelim Laegae noMthatnadlng, 
fieinder AHI Pingh eleinie to be n leptreentetlre of the minoritiee end a moteolor 
of their 1 ^^ end eeyp that if any inj^tiee la toe to the minotito ha Will with- 
draw. It foeelle to oaeb mind how emetly Bimnar etatemcnta were wad to be made 
by Serdar Belto Hiagh or hhi Jolnifig the miniatry. He Mid that all leetrlotfoaa 
op the aoe of Jhatta wonld be renored. Oarmiildii and Hindi would be treated 
at par with Urdu and Blliha would get their full 20 per cent ahaie in tbe eereieca. 
A rceeiit caae of not allowing Jhetka meat e?en in a preponderatingly Hindu 
Sikh dielriet of Kamel and tbe anperMaeioo by a Jtinipr MnaMlman of m aenior- 
moet and otfaerwiae a moat deaerring Bikh candidate for the Diieetorikip of 
Agrlealtnxe are alone anfficient to ehow that abaointcly no change baa ' oome in tbe 
communal pcdtcy of tbe Punjab OoremaMnt. Hay 1 atk Baraar Balder filagh 
what be baa toe in protcat againat thia grnre injnatlee to the Bikba and If be ia 
Incapable of doing anything, why he ia etinging to bio poat f 1 belif re Bardar Ajlt 
Bin|^ will alao protect tbe rigbta of tbe minoritiee aimiiarly. 

**Bo iar aa I hare beea able to aay I can make abeolntely no diatinetlou 
between FPklatan and Amd Punjab. Both are tbe eehemea for riTiaeetHm 

of India and both cut at the roota of ita unity and integrity. The anpportera 
of the Amd Panjeb nebeme eay that they bare put forward thia 

•obeme to wreck the demand for Pakiatan but ao far aa I can aee they hare by 
oapouaittg thia aeheme afrengthmed the handa of the anpportera of Pakiatan. It la 
quite pomble that by taking adrantage of thia acheme the Britiah Imperiallata 
may tranafer the preaent Ambala Diviaion to Delhi or U. P. and thereby the percentage 
of the Mualiins may increaae from 64 per cent to 62 or 70 per cent in the Piiujeh 
and time a Mualim ‘Raj* may be eatabiMed in the Punjab. It ia aaid that tbe 

Congreaa mid Hindu Hahaaabha leadera had become ready to concede Pakietan 

and tfacrelore no other altcmatire waa left except to demand re-diatribution of the 
Punjab io aa to aara aa much territory aa poaaible from being Included in 
Pakiatan. Aa far aa It is known neltlier the Congrem nor the Hindn Mahaaabha 
hare conoeded Pakiatan but; he it ai It may, I want to declare from this platform 
oiiee againVtbat the Bikha will rcaiat Pakiatan with all their might to the iMt 
man and if Master Tara Bingh and hia party join handa with Mr. Jinnah in thia 
nefarious bnaincaa of the ririaection of India the brare Bikha will fight both 
Mr. Jinnah and Maater Tara Singh. 

"From a eareful study of Pakiatan and Aiad Punjab acbemea one is irrcaia- 
tibly driren to the oonoluaion that the safety of the Hindus and Bikha of the 
Punjab Uea in nnitiiig together and becoming determined not to let Mualim 
opmmunal *Taj’ be eatabHahea in the Punjab in any form. These aehemes are no 
Mutiona of the problems cl the minorities. Hindua and Bikha bare no need to 
despair if they are united. It ia not an easy task for a majority community 
of Just 54 per cent to **rule orer minoritica constituting 46 per cent of Uie population 
if the minoritiea’ are rnlcd. I hare ao much lore and rMpect for my Mualim 
brathren aa for the Hindus. I am not for a war with Mualima but I am definitely 
for a aefttement with them but the aettlement must be on a basis which is equitable 
and honoorabla for bofo. If Muslima cannot eompTomiae with the Hindus except 
OR a baals of equality with thenv how can tb^ extot Bikha to comproipiM with 
Muallma on any other baaia ? The piethod which dm been adopted in ^ Frontier 
of diridlngmnd demoralising the minoritiea ia one which must create dietruet and 
batrkl. It haa etrook the {Tanth* wiHi reMntment and 1 take the opmtnnity ol 
declaring that Bardar Ayit fififipA does not rrorceent anybody except himself. 1 
mnat^ aleo declare that the Centnd Akali Dal which has the eupport of the eqftlre 
natioiiallet element amongst the Bikhe will always stand for independence and nhity. 
Oiir slogan ia *a nnlled and an independent India* and in this we will lead tha 
whole of the eountry at any coat*’. ' 

In the end Bnidar Kharak Singh referred to the death of ex-Maharaja 
Gureharan SiMh of Nabha who died In internment and the dastardly murder of 
M Mr. Allah BsMth whoM deaHi, he arid, wm indeed a great natioual lou. 

Akuli Coiif ereiice^Reeolutk»nt-->Lahore — Tth. June 1 943 

Asah PmrjAB Bcbbuk Boppobtbd A Gohormitsd 

Two oonfeieneM of the BiUia, hardly at jl stone’s throw from eaeh other 
were held in the Mlnto Pkrk oa tbe oetMion of the Jor Mela— the day of Oom 



-40 mn *48 ] ntooaamnraB * BBsemnoiiB an 

iwota^t «U(& «tn eontnffieton to 

othw. Ite AUi Oontom wm prariM ov«t by Ovam' Sktr SM. 
^ mtonnea pMi^ • fatolatioa mportfaiK Um Asm Faakb MhuM^ 
4» AWi P sr^ and the ffindoataa OMfataiioa adopted a NMlutiM 

CMidmiBi; both tho Asad Poajab Bdtme aa also Fkklstan SnaaBcLIt wm 
that 1^ thaaa naolatfama wen ponad tmaaitoonalf 
wittiMt a aingle dinmUBC videa hi both the ooDfenneea whan aathoalaan and 

xti; raiff j?fi! 

BO bod reiiilted from the Bikender-Beldev SinKh B^t or m the reeolution 
etoted- unioBiet-Akeli Pecta 

The third resolation oondemned the ection of 8. Ajit ^iiioh to herinff iniwnfi 
the Mulim Leegne Minietry in the N. W. F. Piovinoe. * ^ 

The Akali oonferanoe peued three retdotione in leee then three minntee. 

The resolntioae were reed end eeconded without eny epeechee. Beiidee 
the mein Azed Pnnjeb resolution of this conference, one condemned those Sikhs 
who hed pertioipeted In the Lyellpur Hindu Conference. By the third resolution 
the conference condemned the ettitude of the Hindu Press end requesM the 
Goeemment of Indie to grent permission to the Akslis to stert their own deily 
newspeper. By en emendment which wes incorporeted in the resolution the 
GoviRiment wes esked to wern the Hindu Press not to write egeinst the Sikh 
lenders beeeuse it might lend to e breech of the t)eece. 

Mester Tara Singh, who mede a comperetively moderate speech, declared that 
the 8ikhe had e very minor quMrrel with the Hindus but with the Miiseelmsns 
their quarrel wee based on political grounds, for the Sikhs eould not ame to 
Phkisten in its present shape as it would mean their slavery end the estebliSment 
of Muslim Bid for ever. 

To the Hindus. Master Tara Singh said that in order that their quarrel might 
end. the Hindus should in the first instance cease to ask the Sikhs to deelare that 
they were Hindus. Secondly, they should not maintain, as had been done, that it 
were the Hindus who could make Sikh leaders. Masterjee said that the SiUis did 
not want to be absorbed by the Hindus, nor did he went the Sikfae to .remain under 
the permanent slavery of the Muslims. Masteriee declsrsd unhesitstinjdy that the terms 
of the Sikander-Baldev Singh Pact had not been honoured fully. Master Tsia l^ngh 
necmod to have grown hopeless about the achievement of 'Swaraj* as he had tost 
hope of schisviog Hindu-Muslim unity. He therefore ssserted thst under sueh 
eircumstsncee tlie **Khsl8a Baj” woula be the only alternstive which, however, he 
said would be maintained by the support and with the goodwill of the two com- 
muniliea. 

Almli Dal — Akhand Hindiiathaii Confaranca 

Besointtone— BoomI— loth, and lOlb. June 1048 

Undn the eue^ of the Oentrel. AWi M m Attmd Htodueteii OMtoj^ 
WHhddon 19th eoa 90tb Jona at Eoomij* piece rfbietor^ tmpw^ee in Lo^im 
Dbtriet. Bata Kharak Singh preeided. The 1^^*. amved I^Mempe^ 
hv R T^bh Sinirh Narang and Bawa Bohan Singh on the Ivtb. waa 
B edde d end aoco^ed a wenn jeceptiM ef ty ton 

prominent citizena and members of the Gurdwara Parbsndh^ Gommitte^ 

^ On the 19lh and 20th a grand conferen^ was held which was sttsoded by 
rtifniitotoTnito nf flibh TMonlfi Tbe Ohsirinsn, Reception Committee, General Sham 
and dST&rWent. Bo6o Kharak Singh, delivered ^rir Ilia 

SS^^STtiSSulv^^Semni the vivisecUon of tbe Punjab and India wd wwned 
MnfereDM etiongiy oomaera Maater group to carry out the Fi^itan 


Thin ooniidett the PekWen end Aeed PnnjM BebeM M l^ly 

delriMental to the Penth end country and etiongiy eondemne It. India M 

.Akhand* and atott ^atotg;^ Bridae Biagh Pnet.hnejb nan fnl ilUed. the 

ssttss.*! s&irs&Sfsssr, 
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lodiidliig 8. Stfdal Blntjtk OmtAn and Mtitar Mote Singh who hoTO been intenod 
wlthonl nnj teial. 

The Shromeni Akali Dal 

CmbNIoo Awrltenr-dlh. a Bth. Jnno 1940 

Aiad Puvjab Tbulrobiib FnBD 

An importent meeting of the Exeontife of the Shromeni Akelf Del wei 
held et Amritoer on the Ath. June 1943, for three houie in ito office under the 
pieildentihip of tlester Tara Singh. 

The meeting diMueeed the Ased Ptte]eb eehpme end efter eome dieoneeion 
fixed the tenitoriii of Ased Punjeb which inclnded the dlTieione of Amhele, 
JoUander end Lehore end the districts of Lyellpnr, Montgomery end e pert 
^ liniten. 

The roeetinjg elso considered the ettitnde of the Hindu pspers towerds the 
AkeUs end decided to stert e Sikh detty to oountereet the propsgends of the 
Hindu pepers. The Ezecutire decided to suspend the District Akeli Jeths, 
Lyellpnr in view of its opposition to B. A. D. end form e ne.w one. 

On the next dsy, the 5th. ' June. :the Working Committee of the Shromeni 
Akeli M issued the following etetement ebout the Asad Punjab scheme 

■The Shromeni Akeli Del hare received enquiries from verious pieces ebout 
its notion of the Ased Pan]eb end ite boundaries, in this connection, the Shromeni 
Akeli Del hereby declermi that in the Ased Punjab the boundaries shell be fixed 
efter taking into consideration the popuietioti. property, land revenue end historicel 
traditions of eerh of the oommunitit's. An independent and impertiel commission 
alone can finally decide the demercetion of boundaries. Further, the Shromeni 
Akeli Del is of opinion that if the new demarcations ere effected on the above- 
mentioned principles then the Asad Punjab shell comprise of Ambeie, Jullundur, 
Lehore Divisions end out of the Multan Division Lyellpur District some portion of 
Montgomery end Multeo districts, llie Shromeni Akeli Del shell make its demeod 
of these demsrcetiona and shell fi^t for the seme.” 


The All India Sikh Youth Conference 

Aiiiiiuil Seeeiock— Lwhore — 30lh. & 31et. Januarr 1943 

PreeldenSel Addrese 

A cell to the Sikh youths to loin the milltsry in ss Isrge number! ee poseible 
wee mtde by Sardar Bahadur Ujjal Singh, iii.L.A.. presiding over tee Atl-Indid 
Sikh Youth Conference held st Lahore on the BOtk. Jenuery 1048.. 

He eeid that if thev loved their country they ehould be prepared to riek tedr 
livee for the protection, integrity end honour of their homeland. The war wee 
being fought et our gates on the eeetcrn tide. People in CelcuUe end other towne 
in Bengerhed Mreedy had e little teste of the horrors of war. Many young men 
had elreedv joined the army end taken to military careers. There wee no nobler 
profeieioB luring war end elso in peace time than the profecsion of s soldier. 
Military training even though for e short time would make teem phyeicsHy fit 
and would teach them discipline. With e spirit of violence pervading tee whole 
world India sloire could not rely upon non-violence. 

mecueeing the political eituetion in the couuta 7 , Birder Bahadur Ujjsl Singh 
recalled ^ evente following Lucknow Pact of 1916 end said test out of sheer 
distract end deaperatioD, opinion was geiniog ground in an importent section of tee 
Sikh community that unless the Punjab was redistributed into two provinoec, so 
test the predomiuentty Muslim arses were separated to form either a separate 
province or joined with N. W. F. P. there conld be no future for the minoritieB 
in tee Punjab. The propsgeiids in levour of Pekisten by tee Mosllm Leegue, the 
provision in the Oripps proposele giving provinoes the option to join or not to join 
tee Indian Union and tee uncerteinty of the view of reeponsible British Bteteamen 
regarding Pekisten in spite of the eiithoritetive and weighty opinion of H. E. the 
Viceroy m his Oslcutte speech regarding the unity of Indie, 1 m led an importent 




FBOCBIiDINQB AND BESCXLimONS 


a» 

wtUoa of to Hkh oMuraity to adwt tlia en of «AMd Puihb’*. H« 

that 0 happier nama had baan adaetadtor tha Jng.. , bgt^ of h toTIa 

tha toe* that thay laau^haTe^t aU hope ortaari^K haSSTtoM ao^ 
*“ **!" /**"*??•■ otigliiatora of tha of "Aiad Pa^St” did 
ind^dant proriuea aa tha aama todi<^ m ffie Sa 
UafaM o f.Iad l^ 1^ only mated aaparatioo of tha oriKiaal Pnajab Sa 

from BomboT m Orim froin Bmar. He wm. penonallj of the view that thia 
PZ®P?Sf*i!fV 0 Punjab- ahoQld not be mrricd too far, Imt th» 

■hoold Iw lost in mam of inteisaal controrerey and forget the real liau 3 
of iwara] for the whole of India. They ahonid not rale out of the poeaibllltf of 
the ii^ity commnnity in toe Punjab riring the Sikhe their rightful 

Oonolnding. Bttdar EUhadur Ujial Singh emphaeiaed that it waa high tiae 
that tim ahonid all riae above party atrife and eommunal rivalry and with united 
action firat try to win freedom. They ahonid have enough time to deal with one 
another M any rarty peraiated in nnrcaaonablenaa. He exhorted the Sikhe to net 
upon the high ideals of their great ffurus and eaating away i^etty bickerings atand 
together in the aervioe of the country and commuiiiu. 

Before the conference commenced. Master Tara Singh, President of the 
Bhromani Gurdwara Prabaiidhak Committee and the Akali Hal, performing the 
fli^Mrtin^ ceremony, stressed the neceaaity of mainUining internal peaee in ^theae 

Reaolntlona— and Day— -Lahore— Slat Jannary IMS 
Referendum on **Azad Punjab- Move 

A decision to take a referendum on the question of redistribution of the bounda- 
ries of the Punjab with a view to eaUblialiing **Azad Punjub-, waa taken at the 
Conference which concluded on the next day, the 31at. January. The Conference 
was addressed among others by Dr. B. S. Moonje, Dr. Sir Qokutchand Narangy 
Master Tarasingh and Oiani Shersing, 

The main resolution of the Conference which waa moved by Master Tarasin|^*a 
Party and strongly opposed by a section of the Conference representing the Bawalpindl 
division stated— 

*ln view of the fact that the working of the provincial constitution based on the 
communal award has proved detrimental to the interests of the Sikhs and Hindus 
in the Punjab that they see no hope of improvement so long as the reigns ol 
Government remain in the hands of a permanent statutory Muslim majority ; that 
efforts are being made to make their position still worse by the movement 
of Pakistan ; and that the Sikiis have declared their resolve not to tolerate thfe 
attack on toieir culture and position ; this Conference expresses its opinion that 
the Bikh position can only be re-estsbliehed by readjusting the boundaries of the 
Punjab by the transfer of toe predominantiv Muslim districts to N. W. F. P. sad 
appeals to the Bikb youths to support this demand. 'Ihis Conference urges that the 
Siu and Hindu minorities in these separsted districts, annexed with N. W. F. P., 
be granted the aame weightage and safeguards as are provided for Muslim minorities 
in C. P. and Madrae." ^ ^ ^ 

There was a heated discussion on the resolution for over four hours. The op- 
ponents' (rf the resolution characterised this move as a new stunt started by the 
Government to break toe solidarity of toe Bikh community while the supporters 
gtwnh ss i aed that it was a counterblast to the Pakistan schema The opponent^ moved 
saiuBandment to the effect t^t a referendum be taken and if two-third Sikhs of 
toe Punjab voted for toe redistribution of boandsriea then the demand should be 
p r ea i ed otherwlee it should be diopp^. 

The amended resolution wee passed by a majonty of votea. 

Formation of National Govt. UROim 

^ The otbw ntolntioM p«m« 1 by toe eODfeKnee nwed Iwmelto of • 
NotoKMl CtoTonunont on too be^ of eoeltiion of ell pertwe end conunnollleo, 
touBodtoto nloMO of poIiUcd ptiMiiere ; of fi?e w eeot oppointaitDto 

ta toe Oantnl and All-In^ eofTicoi fw Sikhe. Aeotoer ^ 

asass ffSSfj-'SR ijm 
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tiw Sfth p«blio of the Slete : (e) obeerflnc ell iiie Bfth oeMaonlele end nil« ef 
eon^t in their own Royel nouee. 

Addreeeing the oonlerenoOr l>r« ifoofifet deelered thet the Hindoe end Sikhi 
wonld ehed erery oiuiee of their blood to oppoie the Pekisten scheme whieh, he 
believed, wee the eieetion of thd British Oovernment. llie Pnnjeb. he seid, ihonid 
not be efreid of PeUetim. ne Panjeb wee the eirord erm of Indie while Bengel, 
which wee eleo eflheted by Uie^Pekisten eeheme^ wee the brein. He wee sure thet 
when both Pomieb end Bmgid^Wonld rise egeinst tiie Pekisten scbeme, it wonld die 
its own deetb. Ooneloding he eppeeled to the Bikfas end Hindus of the Punjsb to 
join togetlMr to oppose Pekisten. 

Meeter Tarasingk, in the course of e brief speech, seid thet there seemed to 
heve been some misaiiderstending ebout their demend for the redistribution of the 
bonnderies of the Punjab. As e matter of feet he end his party were strongly in 
fnvour of the formation of e lietionel Oovernment, but the proiKMel for the **Asad 
Punjab** was e move to cripple the Pakistan scheme. He easurM the opponents of 
the resolution of the **Ased Punjab** that he was prepared to accept any amendment 
to the seheme for the redistribution of bounderies. 


The All India Nationalist League 

Workiiig Cimiinittee — New Delhi — 13th. February 1943 

Bblbase of Mahatma Gandhi Urged 

The Working Committee of the AlMndie Nationalist League, held at New Delhi 
on the 13th. February 1943, Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta presiding, psssed a xesoiation 
expressing concern at the correspondence between the vioeroy and Mahatma Oandhi 
udiioh culminated in the fast. The resolution expresaes the fear that, In view of his 
age and the duration of the feet, the danger of serious results to his health and ills 
eannot be minimised, and it should be the duty of every one to explore every method 
by which his life osn be saved. 

**While there has been an improvement in the eltnation,** proceeds the resolu- 
tion, **Mabatma Mandhi has himself rpafiirmed bis faith in non-violent action 
and repudiated the disturbanoea of the last aix moutha. 'ilie Oommittee, there- 
fore, earnestly anggeats hla unconditional release to give Mahatma OaiMi an 
opportunity to survey the situation de novo as he himself has stated in his oor- 
respondenoe with the Viceroy, aud feels oonfident that as a result of bis review, he 
wiU use all his undoubted influence towards checking disorder and violence which 
have already done so much harm to the country.** 

The O^mittee affirms its support to the Mabassbha in all legitimate steps to 
•resist the disruption of the countr^r and expresses gratitude to the Viceroy for his 
recognition of the fundamental unity of India. The committee "has noted a wel- 
oosM ebange In Mr. Jinnah^e outlook as can be seen from his recent utterances 
and aasures him Uiat any settlement of India's political problem oonsiotent with 
India's national solidarity that he and the Muslim League might suggest will re- 
ceive the most oarefdl consideration of nationalist India." The committee notes 
*wttfa pmtieular dieapproval tte Government's policy in refusing the demand for 
a National Government by denying the representative character of each political 
party or group by tarn, and yet not taking into their counsel at least those groups 
that are willing to run a National Government to-dsy." 

The-Oommittee expresses serious anxiety at the shortage of food and condemns 
the deamesi allowance given to Government employees as meagre and inadequste. 
It urges the establishment of an evacuees commission to deal with the problems of 
evacuation. 

Worktng CamniiMee— -New Dellii-^21at. April 1943 

PAXlBTiJr OOHPSMNSD 



Hm WorikiiiK OnmaiHM oi Om AB-Iadi* MkOraalM hdd N«w 

OD thaSSltt. April 1948, with Mr. JaMiwAif Mthta ia tha diur, pawed a laicdatm 
npiptais ta Hr. JSwwh'e apaedt at the Mnelim Leacne aaaad aewhm aaii to ^ 
^ 1 of tha awrioar^cai- dadawa thawiihdlwi. Ufapleje^ « 4iiH|W* 




PB00EBDING8 AND RESOLUTIONS 




U dmpm^^takd DAtionalbm In Mu ootintr9, which the Moellm Leme mm 
dflermined to deetfoy imd rabiUtute in their piece e ▼ivieeeted Indies the berif 
o| nligioof ^etioiem rad e polUi^l idmlogy of the Middle Aftes wholly nneuited 
to the prcmt times. The. tone of the deliberetious hss been hiehly prorocetive rad 
intompmto raf pleys into the hands of the enemies of Indie’s freedom, Mr. 
Anna’s speeeh, in psrtlculra is e wn Ignprant and malioious diatrilm . on the 
Hlndns in particular rad has been rendered possible because of the panderino hi 
the Gorernment of the Leraue'a methods of idtimidetion and bullyins. 

‘•In the name of the Indian nation, ^is m^tinu declares that the country will 
never tolerate the proposed PakistoQ which will divide the nation into two hostile 
camps, warring on each other for all time, llie encouragement which the Govern- 
ment has gUen to the League is clearly in pursuit of its unabashed policy of divide 
and rule. This meeting earnestly warns its Muslim fellow-countryroen against 
falling into this imperialist trap rad thereby leading this country into a dtssaler 
which will be ruinous alike to Hindus, Muslims and other citizens. As against 
this suicidal policy of PakisUn, this meeting earnestry invites the attentiou of 
Indira Muslims to the speeches and writings of the Turkish Press Delegation which 
recently visited this country under the leadership of Mr. Atay and commends the 
patriotic example of the duegstion to all Muslims in India.** 

Solution of P&bbent DsAuiiOCK 


The Oommittee declares that the only way out of the present impasse is the 
simultaneous withdrawal by the Oongress of the resolution of August 8 last and 
the release of the Oongress leaders by the Government. The Committee also says 
it is open to the Government of India and the Secretary of State even in these 
deplorable circumstances to prove their honafides by installing in ofiicc those parties 
in the country who are pledged to the support of the war and who though not so 
vocal as the Oongress and the Muslim League, constitute an overwhelming 
maiority of the people of India. 

WorUng Committee — New Delhi — 27th. April 1943 

Bbnoal Ministebul Tangle 

The Working Oommittee of the All-India Nationalist lieague, which met at 
New?A>elhi on the 27th. April 1943, adopted a resolution on the Bengal situation in 
which it aaaerted that the Governor had acted in utter disregard of constitutional 
propriety and that **hia sole object in taking over the powers and psssing the budget 
was to make it easier lor the contemplated Nazimuddin Ministery to remain in 
office without calling a meeting or the Legislature until the next budget and 
enablitig that Ministry in the meantime to demoralise the Le^islsture within the 
next twelve months*’. The resolution condemned "the utterly resctioiisry composition” 
of the new Ministry. 


The Punjab Provincial Women’s Conference 

Annual Ses8ion*^Lahore*^21st. June 1943 
•*By refusing to their relatives interviews with the Congress prisonere snd the 
detenus, die Government of the Punjab bad set up a new record in t!ie history of 
^spretsira. It is most condemosble that even mothers put behind the bars, in tire 
name of the Defence of India, were not permitted to see their c hilcJiai of tt ;irior 
»ge who had bera weeping in vain to have a glimpse of their >jaroaj.”— 
Observed ShrimaH Premvati Thapar, Secretary, I'linjab Branch of the Alt Jucha 
Women’s Conference, while speaking at a conference held und**r the auspices ci the 
Punjab Branch in the Fateh Chand College, Lahore on the tilst. .lane 1943 on a 
'eoofution. asking that mothers at least should be allowed to interview their chiJdrcn 
of tender age. ^ , 

Shrimati Pameahuri Nehru presided over the confwepce. 

^ Among toose present at the conference were Mrs. Bam Anand 

Hn. Jtctf, Un. Budh, Mr*. Maharaj Krtslmn i^apur, ^nmaU 
JJopor, Mrs. B. L. Rallia Bam. Mn. Situ Sun, Mrj. Smh. M». Naxtr, 

Shxm Bain Baehar, Mr., Chatrath, Mn< Sabberwal, Mn. Mukand Lai Pun, Hts. 



808 TlEtE PUNJAB PBOVINOIAL WOMEN’S OONFEBENOE [ 

Amamdt Mn. Chopra^ Mn. OodbaiU and Mrt. Perin BomUk Ckamdra, bwidfli 
memben of tlie tteff of tlie MaMIa MAhAfidf aIja, Sir QiogA Raia BdUMft And tho 
PAtoh Ohnnd College. ^ ^ 

Mbs. ItAiiBfiUURX Nbbeu’B Spbbcb 

In opening the oonferenoe Shrimati Rame§huri Nehru referred to the ’’opheATAl 
in the oottntry which bed resulted in the ixnprisonment of Mrs. Vijaya I^akheknU 
Pandit, President of the All-Indls Women^s Conference, of the president-elect Mrs. 
Katnaia Chhatopadhya, Eaj Kumari Amrii Kour end msny other prominent women 


Those circumstAnces resulted in making both the proyincisi as also the eentril 
organisAtion ioAOtiye and neither could have their annual conferences. 

They were now in a little better circumstance, because they were able .to get 
together. It. has, therefore, been decided to infuse new life into the provincial 
organisation, in which young blood had come in. 

fPkte MAM* tfM t whmh 1 



Almae, Mrs. Kunti Jtsnanaart, woetr jsegum, uaji mmaa uanj ingum, mrs. 
Penn Romeeh Chandra, Mrs. B. L. Rallia Ram, Mr. 8<mi, 8m. Rameehun Nehru, 
Kanwarani Duleep Singh and Mrs. WattaL 

Resolntlons—EHD P&bbent Deadz^ok 

Mrs. If. C. Jain moved the first resolution ‘‘deploring the state of political dead- 
lock in the country” and demanding the release of Mahatma Gandhi and other 
leaders *to start negotiation with them with a view to ending the present deadlock.” 

The resolution expressed the view that “that was the on I v course of action 
which would lead to the achievement of the ideal of the Allied Nation.” AH the 
neonle and organisations were appealed to, to “pool their efforts to secure the release 
^Qandhijee^exid other leaders as a preliminary to the formation of a National 

reviewed the political developmenU in the country ever since theOripps 
iugglery failed. Bhe maintained that the whole country was at the back of the 
demand for the release of Mahatma Oandhi. 

Mrs. Penn Romeeh Ohander, who seconded the resolution, urged the British 
Government to release the leaders without delay, as she mainUined that xmly the jail 
gates stood in the way of unity and agreement among the leaders of the various 

Sirimaft Rameshuri Nehru, while comsuenting on the resolution, regretted the 

present attitude of the British imiwialiBts towards India. 

^ Hhe asserted that the responsibility of the disturbances did not lie on the 
shoulders of the Congress. The present deadlock was due to the attitude of the 
British Government and their representatives in India. 8be added that when history 
wou d be written it would reveal the shockiiig story of .repression m India. She had 
nHoubt that not only the whole of India, but everv right thinking ^rson in all 
parti of the world, was at the back of the demand for the release of Qundhtjee and 

other Congress leaders. . 

The resolution was adopted unanimously. 

Food Bituatiok in the Oouhtby 

Miss Puran Mehta moved the second resolution “drawing the attention (ff the 
Government to the gravity of the food situation in the country, the swci^ 
mid riXng and the abnormal rise in prices” which was “causing intolerable hard- 

..d» tij. 

ISfcMii”* Sa oloiing Uto <tapou in Uhote and uked the aovanment to .ecute 

““'The *So*«**'oriSohM!d'SM '"unmethodical wwa of the QOTeinm&f end ^ 
that U 'Saa n pitjr that they in the Punjab, which was the home of wheat, 

^ B^^um *Alma8*Beconded the resolution, which was passed unanimously. 

RiOBT TO Interview Children 
Mrs. Aeharya Ram Dev moved the following rMolntixm : 

“This conference feels that the cancellation of ^ right oi 
to inhw^w their relatives and frienda is indefensible on any grounda wbatsoevere 
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It it f nmtioo ol tha code {6r the traetment of poUticel prlaonore. noonlied 

•IL * coantrlee. It ie perticalarl^r henh to zefuee to mothere the right 

to peri^wel inter?ie«e miih th^ ohilderii. We reqoeet the government ‘to 
revise their Pplioy in this matter and even if they persist in refasing to teoognias 
the general right of all political prisoners to interview their friends and teU^ves. 
•t tesst to permit such interviews in the case ol mothers having childiend 
tender age.*’ 

Shrimati PremvaH Thapar, in seeonding the resolution, said that it was the 
height of injustice that interviews were not allowed to Congress detenus and 
prisoners. Even the non-officisl 1^1 visitors, who were permitted to see murderers 
in jail, were not allowed to see the Oongress detenus. 

Shrimati Ranuishuri Nehru, while commending the resolution to the meeting, 
said that no words could be strong enough to condemn the attitude of the 
Government sumcienily in disallowing Interviews to or with the Oongress 
prisoners. This was unknown in any civilised country. 

The resolution was passed. 


IliNLU Intbstatk Buocbbbion bill 
Mrs. Ram Saran Das then moved the following resolution : 

**This conference appeals to the lilndu public and to the members of 
Central Assembly to support the Hindu Intestate Suocession Bill which has 
been referred to a Select Oommittee by the Central Legislature. This Bill far 
from being contrary to the tenets of Hindu Law is a correct exposition and 
interpretation of its spirit and of the real intention of its framers.** 

The mover of the resol it (ion, who U the wife of the well-known Sanatanist 
leader R. R Ram Sarau Dae wlio is the General President of the Pnnjah Saiistan 
Dharam Pratinidhi Sabhs, said that there was no reason why girls should not 
be given equal rights and a share in the patrimony. 

Him Sabherwalt acconding the resolution, maintained that the Bill wae in no 
way tfeinst the Hindu Oliarma and its scriptnrea. 

TOe resolution was (msaed unanimously. 

Shrimati Rameahuri Nehru appealed to the women to tend a large number of 
repreMntatiane to the legislative department of the Central Legislature and the 
Select Committee aupporting the Bill. 

Children's Aid Sooiety 


Mra. Rat moved the following resolution : 

"This conference supports the demand of the Children's Aid Socity for the 
ensctrtient of a Children's Act for the province. Such an Act is long overdue 
sud the world war should not be made a pretext for the refusal of proteotion to 
thousands of unfortunate children in this province. We are of the opinion that 
legislation for their protection is the only way to put an end to the exploitetion 
of children.” 

Mrs. Rat said that the children of to-day would be the citisens of to-morrow. 

It was* therefore their duty to see that the children were brought up pro- 
perly and in a healthy atmosphere. It was the duty df each one of them not 
to look after their own children, but also to see that no child went astray and 
fell into undesirable hands. . . ^ . 

Mrs. Maharaj Kieken Kapur seconded the resolution, which was passed. 

Dearness Allowance 


Shrimati Snehlata moved the last resolution demanding Rs. 15 at daarneas 
allowance for every woman teacher in all tchoola drawing upto Rs. IW p. M. 

The movmr demanded that the status of women teachers should os raised. 

The resolution was passed. . . .... .. 

Shrimsti Rameehuri Nehru in her closing speech expressed the hope that the 
new committM would carry on the work with great enthusiasm. 

Punjab Branch’s Activities 
^ Bhrirntti Premvati Thapar, Mcretary of the 

the report of the work of the Punjab Branch said that Itar activities w 
round ud of • vurlad Mture. Tb« Ponjub Bronob wui doin g^itt ntmo.t t oi^ 
«>e ■tutu, of women und children nnd “LShS 

citiisan. They were engaged in eocml Im 

were running tbe Lddiore Women’e Beeo«e, gSS 

Mangel BaUia, letri Sebaik School, Hanjan Sewak Saogh, Bet|ntal BewNC 


8M THE ooummn party of INDIA 00NGRB8B [ BOMBAY-^ 

Bangh, Hoapitol Welfara Sooiatj and aoma of them helped the women 
prieonera in Jaila and looked after them in the mental hoaidtal. llie women 
ahe aaid, had faith in the unity of the people of India and in the inteKrity oi 
India heraelf. Hindustan waa their country and they did not belieTe in viriaectinc 
it into separate parts. 


The Communist Party of India Congress 

1st. Congress Session— Bonibay— 23rd. May 1943 

Mr. Dange's Opening Speech 

The fir.s Congress of the Communist Party of India was formally inaugurated 
on the 28rd. May 1043 at the Kamgar Maidan, Bombay, before a large number of workers 
and nearW three-hundred delegates to the party convention who had come from all 
parts of India. Plaoarda were displayed in various languages containing slogans 
appealing to the people to unite to defeat the Axis lowers and to grow more food 
and Btreaaing the need for communal unity and demanding the release of 
Congrees leaders. 

Mr. Bankim Mukherji, President of the AlKIndia Kisan Sabha, hoisted the 
oommoniat flsg. Expltiiiiing the significance of the flag, Mr. Mukherji said tiiat 
apart from symbolising the solidarity of the working class it was under the lied 
Banner that the Uinaian soldiers gallantly fought and tlurew back the 'Nasi invaders. 
He warned the workers not to be eomplascent about the war but to give their best 
efforts for the defeat of the Axis powers. 

Mbr. S, A, Dange, founder member of the Communist Party of India, ex- 
plaining the significance of the party Congress declared that the Communist Party 
which started with five members fifteen years ago had lo-day over 15,000 members 
besides vast number of workers who follow the lead of the Communist Party. 
With its fundamental policy opposed to Fascism arrd Naxism, the Communist Party 
was quick to realise the grave danger to the entire working class and to freedom 
by the onslaught of the totalitarian powers. The Communtst Psorty of India still 
remained a bulwark against Imr^riaUam and lor the purpose of crushing the Axis 
menace and for the attain men t of independence they wanted the establishment of a 
national government in India. Congress-League unity, he said, was of paramount 
importance and the party would strain its most for the consuiuoiation of 
au<» unity. Mr. Dange added that the immediate taak of the party waa to carry on au 
agitation aucoesahilly for the release of Congress leaders from the {ails. 

Warning against sabotage and other internal strife, Mr. Dange said that mauy 
people doubted the wisdom of the Commumst Party’s stand eapedally after the 
arrests of Mahatma Gandhi and other Congress^ leaders on August 9. In spite of 
the calumny heaped on the party membera, they stood resolute and warned the 
people not to fall pre^ to the provocations offered on all hands. That their advice 
and policy was essentially sound was borne out from the oorreepoudence exchanged 
between Mahatma Gandhi and the Viceroy recently in which the former stated that 
acta of sabotage had not had the sanction of the Coi^resa. 

Meseagea of greetings from the Commpuiat Parties of Canada, England and 
South Africa were read at the meeting. 

. Disbandment of Communist International 

Mr. P. C. Joahu General Secretary of the Communist Pai^ of India 
issued the following statemetit p: 

The* Communist Party of India fully supporta the proposal ofihe Executive 
Committee of the Communist International which frees the communiat parties in 
the different countries from the obligations arising from the statutsi And decisions 
of the various Congress of tlie Commuiiisi International. T^ia proposal is a 
powerful blow againal all reacUouaiy elements who are using the existence of the 
world communist centime in Moscow as an excuse for their machluatious against the 
^viet Union and to prevent the closest co-operation between the United Nations, 
especially between firitalD, America and the U. 8. S. R., at this critical and decisive 
moment lu the war against the Faadat Axis. 

The E* 0. 0« 1. has iasaed a clarUm call to all communiat parties to concen- 
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Parly Contention— Bombay— 26Ui. May 1943 

Mr. P. C. JOBbi’B Addren 

Eshmiing the delegetee to intenaif j their efforts on the food and pioduoUoQ 
fioiito and to wean ewa/ people from oommittinir acts of eabotaise and hindering 
war eflbrta. Mr. P. C. «/oaAs, General SecreUry of the Communiat Party of Indlf 
in an address to the Party Convention at Bombay on the 2eth. Hay 1941 emphaeiaM 
that only if they made all thoee campaigns ko with a bang would they be 
able to do anything practical to solve the national crisis. “Everything else Is empty 
phrases*’, he said, adding, “there is no other short-cut to National GovernmraC 
no other way out of the ditch in which our country Ja** 

The Party Convention proper began this morning in the auditorium of the 
B. M. Bhatt School, Parel. The ball was Ustefully decorated with Ked flags and 
portraits of prominent Communists throughout the world were hung on the wells. 
On either aide of the daie were hung two big portraita of Pandit Jawaharlal Nakru 
and Mr. AT. Ai Jinnah against the background of the Oongreaa and Muslim Lmgne 
fl^Se respectively. 

As the present Party Congress is the first of its kind since the Oommunlete 
ee a party started thdr activities in Indie, Mr. Joahi gave an elaborate review of 
bow the party gradually grew up in strength and came to occupy its present position. 
'*We have grown from a tiny group ten years ago to a major political orgaolsatloa 
that can stand its own ground among the Indian people on the basis of its own 
political policy, on the slreni^th of what appeal it makes to our patriotic people. In 
the dark horizon that is India to-day, the existence and growth of our party is 
the eilver-lining. We have grown ae no other party has grown in the past. From 
a hunted underground organisation, we have beromu a mtijor poIiricHl i>arty.'’ 

Discussing the war, Mr. Joahi said. The dilemma o( the Congress patriot is, 
*How can it be a people's war for us when the Biitisb ere sitting on top of ns ?* 
From where did it arise ? They fiddled with two abstract categories imperialism 
snd Fascism. They did not see world imperialism as one system which is finally 
cracking up right under our eyes. They saw our people apart from the peoples of 
the world.” Mr. Joahi aeserted that if they regarded it as the war of British 
ImperialiBto, they would pass helpless from British imperialists to JsMuese fa^to. 
The path to freedom, he said, lay through successful defence of India, which de- 
msnded the uniting of her people in an alliance with the peoples of the world to 
fight this war ae the patriotic war for all. 

Cbiffs Mission 

Referring to the Grippe* Mission, Mr. ]oahi said that the stand was, 

“Give ue Natuwal Government and we will defend 

Give us aelf-determination and we will help you to defend Tw tSI 

without the Congress.’* ‘‘Imperialist reactionaries hsd won Md cslled on m 
ncgotistions”, ^dTMr. Joahi. ^ey used the promise 
peoples of the United Nations. They used the Indian ^sunity 
the League or the Gongiese. Neither the Congress nor the Loague t^k the initlatlye 

end jointly rouse the people for nMional defence. ^ ™ imperlallet 

Kovernment for power. Neither trusted the other and toth loaL k- 

41. »®^wi«g SSTevenfs that led up to the Sji 

the Oongreaa and the eubeesuent happenings, Mr. Joaha said that by Ague* 

»»Iu«mh 5S, OoniSw.. IM flie fl«* ««•. 

tti, woild rtoA dlVi«tod into two cmmyt wd l"4tow|>ly ww wl«»_y 
^atkma. The OoDgieaa deolai^ its wilUngneai to partidpata lu ws war on w 
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bMlf of « Nttioiial Gorcrnmoiik ond hod mImmI for o lettlement but nnfortniiBtely 
Biitbor Mahatma Chndhi nor Pandit Nthru took n step towards national unity 
which alone could isolate imperialist reaction and be the basis of unity with the 
United Nntions. Thus the advanoe in policy declaration of willingness to defend 
India In alliance with the United Xatioiis-— was negatived by the threat of blowing 
np the defence of India in case the British imperialists did not agree to hand over 
power. **What was the basis of this apparent contradiction ?’* asked Mr. Joshi. 
”8ow do they evolve a practical slogan that negates their own desired policy ? 
Because they do not regard national defence as a paramount duty. Because they 
think defending India, as it is, is defending their slavery.*' 

Condemning the Goveiiiment*e action in arresting Congress leaders, Mr. Joshi 
ssid that the Govern men t'e action threw many patriots into the arms of the "fifth 
colnmu'* and destroyed the people’s morale. Forces were let loose out of which 
only the Japanese invader could gain. 

GAHDBiji-fl Stand 

Dealing with cventi leading up to Mahatma Qnndhi’s fast, Mr. Joshi Bsid 
that Mahatma Gandhi's letters to the Viceroy had greet political significance. 
Their positive content was repiidistion of sabotage and anarchy, willingness for 
eettlemeut and anxiety over the food crisis. It told Congressmen that sabotaga 
was not Congress policy and bis letters became a po verful lever in the hands of 
the Gommuniste to wean away honest Congressroen from rhe * fifth column.** The 
general outlook of a patriot to-day, Mr. Joshi added, was that he sat at home or 
in jail demoralised. But as Idng as they held this oiulook, they would once again 
fall victim to the "filth column** at any stage, tlwoinih the food end or with 
invasion. 

Japan, he said, had entered the war for the domination of Asia. India 
waa the biggest and easiest prise for her. She must either get India or see India 
being used as a base to wipe her out. The worse the situation for the Axis in rhe 
west, the more desperate the Japanese must become in the East and strike hardest 
at the weakest spot. 

After referring to the campaigns carried on by the Communist Pary for the 
release of Mahatma Gandhi and other Oongress leaders, Mr. Joshi stressed the im- 
portance of brii^lng about Ooiigress-League unity. **Hiinger had done it better than 
anything else. Formulation of demands was not enough because tliey were patent. 
What was needed was a positive and widest building of unity to intervene in the 
immediate situation. To abuse the bureaucrat to place the patriot is to go the way 
the patriot himself went and nut of which it Is our task to rescue him. Verbal 
exposure of ttie bureaucracy is tSalyagraha and not Boishevism. It is to parade uur 
helplessness before the bureaucracy and ioability to win the people in support of 
party policy.” 

Referring to the campaign for the release of the Congress leaders, Mr. Joshi 
said that keeping up an agitation as a general anti-repression campaign would be 
playing into the hands of the bnresiicracv and not really working to get the leaders 
out. To get Mahatma Gandhi out they should appeal to all to stop sabotage and 
explain that every bomb thrown was a bomb thrown at the leaders. 

India’s Dbffncb 

Disoussiog the role of the Indian army, Mr. Joshi said that it was important 
to popularise vigorously the role of all Allied armies and above all tbe Indian 
memy. The turn in tiie war meant a change in the role of the British and Indian 
armies. They most be popularised as armies of iiidiaii defence and not looked 
upon or treats as armies of occupation. It did mot matter what tl;ie motive of the 
British rulers was in defeniug India. What would happen tD! post-war India 
depended upon whether the existing soldiers coiild hold the front n,^ or not and 
wnat the Indian patriots did on the home front. 

Conoluding, Mr. Joshi said: "It is a grave and 'menacing situation. Every 
step that we take tow.ards national unity is one step towards solving Uie natioosl 
crisis. Every blow that we itrike against thS "fifth column” is a blow etrock 
irith the Rea Array and every inch that we make the British bureaucrats move 
brlnge riie day of our free and ^ual alliance with the British people nearer. Only 
if we act to solve the crisis within our country will otbersi be able to help us. 
llie more we hold up the rear, the more we unite the rear with tbe firont. the 
sooner will be disprifed the lice eprecd by the Imperialiet propagendists about ^e 
Ocmgreii and the eituation in India and their own worth as the dslendeni of India 
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^ tta orgu^ ow wwr-tfort iDdu'k defence te prim«rily the ntpontibmt* 
of ladian {(•Mpti. Itio alto that of the Uiiiicd Notions. The mora we 'dhXm 
Wf p wo duty to oar.Mothertood, the eeeier we liet the oid of Se Aet S 

»5rtd?*lhSeS*’^** *0 «gJ»» fcr our freedom end Se 

RnoLUTiom— a'BiBcrn To Martyrs 

Mrtuttoe poying tributes to tiiesaeriAces mode in the cause of Commnnisis 
rto Indiu Oommunists wm next passed. Mr. Sohan Sipgh Bnkhna. (S-yesie 
d delegate from the Punjab and founder of the Ghsdr Parly, mored the resolution. 

Reoidtttiont — Bombair— 31tt. May 1943 

Fobmation of National Government 

* freedom is indissolubly linked with the fiKht for world 

freedom. This is no longer a fine phrase but a grim realiiy which emerges ever 
more clesrly out of the gruelling experiences of oiir own pwiple during the last 18 
months as well as from the happenings during the lent two years of the war of 
liberation now being fought in fire continents/* says a lengthy resitliition adopted at 
the first Oongress of the Communiat Party to*diiy. 

The resolution gives an elaborate review' of the war •itiiation. the Indian 
political deadlock and outlines new slogans for tlie future conduct of tlm 
Communiat Party. The resolution eipphasiMcs the need for building tip Trade 
Unions, Kisan Habbas. atudents* and women'a or^'finiatitionR for tlie proaeciition of 
campaigns for growing more fotwl, Acceleration of production, national unity and 
gettif^ the reteaso of OongresH priMincrs. 

The resolution calls ii| nn rdl the ('ommiinistH in the coiinfry to carry on a 
vigoroiiB campaign to bring about natioual unity for naiiuiinl deienee and lor the 
establishment of a National Government. It exhorts the Oommuniats to work 
•gainst sabotage and **Fifth Column’* activilieg and to join the Civil Defence 
aervicea in the country. Party members are particularly asked to carry on a 
campaign to popularise the role of the Indian and Allied armies aa defenders of 
India. *Tn the threatened areas,” tlie resolution says, "Communists must offer 
organised co-operation of the people through tliPir mass organisation, and 
party units, to the British or Indian troops for offeuKive as well as defensive 
preparation.” 

Ill regard to the campaign for the release of imiTiaoned leaders, the resolution 
says : *The key slogan which we place in the forefront before all is "End the deadlock.” 
We want the release of national leaders for making a setilement possible for their 
participation in the National Government tor iitetional drfenee. In uniting Coiigressmsii 
for the release campaign, we must rally tliem against *' Fifth Colnmn” and for accepting 
the right of self -determination for Muslim and other nationalities. In winning the 
support of the League patiiots to tliia campaign, we must explain bow the leleam 
of Congress leaders and Congress- League unity alone is the way of winning self- 
determination and DO other.” 

On the food situation, the resolution urges the Party members to carry on 
active propaganda for the prevention of food riots and against hoarding. It 
recommends the formation of ‘‘food committees” composed of all sections Md 
parties in it^ prevention of rioting and exposure of hoarders, securing of a fair 
prices to the Kisan, public control of all stocks, smooth working cm rationing in 
towns and regular supply of stocks to honest traders and fqpd committees in 

In an nivMl to the working clew lo. 

Hotl.eri.nd, .£e roMlntion wye: . - t » ‘b* 


uwng a.' im^ti;. oYg.ni.i,.g 

better transport, end against stoppwe ol woA irrespwtive of ^ j*! 

barennemt does. Oommunists would tske • ,*’®1** “JfJ!,,, ,*,??? ■.*** “** 

strike^ ns they injurs tbs defence of the country by w_ 

Km rt...i/ ia riBo laid on the need for consolidsting the sdvenies mim by 
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Pnrty hittierto and for further expension of the Party on firm end sound Iiom. 

The mMlnHnn csss B tribute to the Red Army’s sebieremente nod ed«: 

people mnet nniS to defmd^tbe Hothead •‘*2^^ 
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Bicbt am Bwamaxm fOE VAmanatm 
Ltylqg dowo the aiein |»itteiplee ot the OommuBiet policy od the PhUeleB 
ieeneb the followiiiE Molutioii wee edopted by the Fhr^ 

To belld telOnited NetioBei ttSai of the pcoplee of the ferione eoBimiiiiMeB 
end NeljloiielithN Unit Inhabit India/ for the defence and fnedom of our eonntry 
it la neeeeeary to dispel the nratual dietmet and oneploioB that eziste among them! 
This is a lemoant of memories of peat historical op pr essio n and of present iMyi ai 
ineqiialitiee- arising oot of the fendal imperialist cxploitathm. For this pnrposa 
the ^110 tights cl the eommnniUea and natlonalitieo mnet be an esaeo£l 

part V the programma of the United National Front 

The prOjgramBie of the U. N. F. must declare that In free India, there will be 
pwfeot equahty between nationalities and communities that lire taether in inHSu 
There will be no oppressbn of one nationality by another. Inete wlH be no 
Inequalities or disabilities based on caste or oommnnity. To ensure this, the amtiftm i 
morement must recognise the following rights aa part of its pnigiamme for 
natibnal unity« 

(A) £?ery section of the Indian people wbidi has a conUguous territory as its 
homdand, common historical tradition, common langoage^ cnlture, psychological make- 
up and common economic life would be recognised as a distinct nationality, with 
toe right to exist as ah autonomous State within the free Indian Union or Fedem- 
Uod and will hare the right to secede from it if it may so desire. This means that 
the territorios which are homelands of such nationalitiea and which to-day are split 
up by the artificial boundaries of the present British prorinces and of the ao-cafi^ 
*Todian States’*, would be re-united and restored to them in free India. Thus the 
free India of to-morrow would be a federation or union of autonomous States of 
the Tsrious nationalities, such as, tlie Patbans, Weatem Pnnjabia (dominantly 
MuUims), Sikbs, bindhis, Hindustlianis, Kajasihanis, Gu)eratis, Bengal^ Asaamesa, 
B^aris, Oriyas, Andhras, Tamils, Mahsrasbtrisus, the people of Kerala, etc, 

(B) If there are interspersed minorities in the new States, thns form^ .thUr 
rights regarding their culture, language, education, etc., would be guaranteed by 
itatttte and their infringement woi^ld be punishable by law. 

(0) All disabilities, privileges and diseriminatione baaed on caate, race, or 
community (auch as uutoucbability and allied wrongs) would be abolished by statute 
nud their iniriogement would be punishable by law. 

Such a declaration of rights inasmuch as it concedes to every nationality as 
defined above, and therefore, to nationalities having the Muslim faith, the ri^t d 
autonomous state existence and of secession, osn form the basis for unity Mween 
tile National Congress and the League. For, this would give to the Mu^mi, 
wherever they are in an overwhelming majority in a contiguous territory, which is 
their homelaiuJ, the right to form their autouomous Statea and even to separate if 
they so desire. In the case of Muslims of the Kasterii and Northern districts ^ 
Bengal where they form an overwhelming majority, they mn form themselves 
into an autonomous region, or may form a separate State. Such a declaration, 
therefore, concedes the just esseuce of the Pakistan demand and has uotMug in 
common with the separatist theory of dividing India iuto two nations on the basis 
of religions. 

But the recognition of the right of separation in tbia form need not, neces- 
sarily, lead to actual seiwration. On the other band, by dispelling the mutual 
anspicions. it brings about unity of action to-day and lays the basis for a greater 
unity in the free India of to-morrow. National unity, forged on the basis of ru^ 
a declaration and strengthened in the course of joint struggle in the defence of our 
Motherland, is bound to convince the peoples of all Indian nationalities of the argent 
need te stick together and to form a free Indian Union or Federation in which each 
national State would be a free and equal membbr with the right to seciMle. They 
will thus see this as the only path of protecting the freedom and democrai^ 
achieved and building, on that secure basis, a greater and greater unity of India 
than our country has ever seen. 

In spite of the apparent conflict and seemingly insoluble difficulties, the burn- 
ing desire for unity is taking a firmer bold of the people who to-day follow the 
Oongreaa or the League. Under the streas of the growing menace of Fascist 
invasion and of the present national criais, tiie leaderdiTp of two organisationa also 
have moved closer togetiier and in the direction of the very solution given in this 
resolution. Ihere is no room, whatsoever, for defeatism on the questum of nnityt 
The Communist Party calls upon all patriots to Join hands with it in popnlaxisiog 
the prinoiplei Idd down herein, and uini apeed up the nalisation Oongxese-Leegne 
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The Ail India Christian Conference 


2Slk SaoiioB— New Delhi— 19th. and 20tha March 1943 
PraiMentinl Addreat 

T .»• ^ conference ot Hindn. Mntlini. 

Indian OhnoCinii, 8ikk and Farsi leaders shonld be convened to deal with the present 
political situation, for there cannot be peace in India or full co-operation in the war 
effort while uiooeands of our If How conntr\'nit*ii are in detemion and sabotage 
continoea,’* aaid Ba/a Sir Maharaj Singh^ tfclivering hrs :'rrHidei)*iai address attoe 
2.5lh aeaaion of the All-India Conference of Indian Cbriatuna. which commenced 
at New Delhi on the lOth. March 104S. 

He added : **Merel 7 to fold one’s hands and tell the various political ptrtias to 
come to an a{;reement is not consonant either with the duty or the dignity of the 
Government in power in India or elsewhere. But we, Indiana, cannot blame only 
the Government for the unhappy plight in which India is placed. We also must 
share the responsibility and try to secure Hindu-Muslim unity, for without some 
agreement between the Congress and the Muslim League, there would be no lasting 
solution of the problem of india.” 

Tbibutb To Non-Pauty Lbadbrb 

Sir Maharaj Singh paid a tribute to 8ir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr. C, 
Rajagopalaehari "for doing their utmost to bring about a better teiling kietween the 
Government and non-official Indians on the one side and Hindus and Muslima on 
the other,” and said that the various non-party political coufereneea bad done much 
good in spite of apparent failure, and he hoped that they would be continued. 

Sir iiaharaj Singh asserted that his community was not behind any other in 
its burning desire for a self-governiog India in the immediate future, and whila they 
were OhristlaDS and proud to be such so far as faith was concerned, in all other 
matters, they were Indians first and Indians Iasi, He maintained that the mino- 
rities question was a world problem and would necessarily be one of the crucial 
dignities crying for solution at the next Peace Conference. While the Indian 
Ohriariane were bound to sympathise with Muslims, who formed the second largest 
religioas community in India, in their desire for the fullest protection of minority 
ri^ta, he was of the view that no final decision could or should reasonably be 
expected at present on questions like Pakistan. He appealed to Hindus and Muslims 
to postpono any final arrangement or decision on one side or the other till PCM 
had hem reato^. Be considered Ulks of ' fighting” for or against Pakiston highly 
inJaricMM. Indeed, they were suicidal, lor the only fighting that one could vianaKse 
was oommnnal rioting on a large scale and inteusifiea ill-feelitig. . > . . 

Beferring to Jiuhoitna OandhVe fast, Sir iSaharnj Singh Mprmaed his belief 
that the Mab&ma’s unconditional release would have been in the inteiMts of the 
Government lor an a Iree man “he would no doubt 

other acts w fiolenoe and mif^t also have seen bis way to a re-examination of the 
Indian political idtiiation.” 

CLAine 0» IHDUH Cbristiabb 

He complained that as the largest group among the.smll 
Of TaAUii cSimtiana in the pnet lor n fwr ehare of appomtmenta had not bmI wMi 
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•dcqiute eotikteratioii. He eeid : **giMre it e etfonf; Ming MDoiig m thet tlie 
ESieeuiife Oonnoil of tbe QoYernor«Genenif, which at present ie a cotnpoeite body 
lepresenUng different creeds^ gcoupo and inteceete, abonid eontain an Indian CStrlallftn 
f e pi e e e n tetive.” 

Gonclttdingt he.eaid : '*OnT eomiaanity has not «oq]j incieesed in nnmbeni but 
firmly believe UHt we have risen in the rstimatioa of our fellow countrymen. We 
are now a recognised section of the .population of India and will be ineresshigly so 
in thb future. Difficulties and dkap^iotmcnts will, witfhont doubts Ke in our path. 
Against one difficnliy, I must particutarly warn you end duA is unnecessary dtaonion 
and internal dissensions, but with confidence in ourselves wnd with trust in Provi- 
dence, our progress is assured.** 

Sir FreiUriek JameB, M. L. JL fOentral), in a brief f:neting address to the 
Oonferenca, hopM that the Conference would do ite best to perform the taak of 
peace-makers for whicli it was peenliai^ fitted. 

Pandit H, N, Kunzm, Member, Oonncil of State, who also addreaied the 
Conference, said it was heartening to find the Indian Ghristlan eommnnlty striving 
for uni^^ when threats or divistoue were overwhelming the conutty. and to think 
that Indian Chrietians were ready to place their county above obmmunil coneidera- 
tiona. He wne glad they had taken their part in the nationnl movement for 
seouripg n self-governiiig and aelf-relinnt India. 

In hia adoreas, R. B, S. L, RalUaram, Chairman of the Beeeption Committee, 
offered felicitatlona to Sir Mabaraj Singh on hia appointment aa the Prime Minister 
of Kashmir. *lhe outgoing President, Mr. Ram Dbancfra Roy, related hie efforts to 
brm^ about unity among Hindus and Muriims and said although the results were 
not «o enuotirsging, he was oonvincid that perseverance and |iersisience in this 
mstter would ultimately bear fruit. 

Reaolutions — 2nd Day — New Delhi— 20th. March 1943 

Bound Tablb Confbbbncb SuoesBTBD 

The demand that a round table conference should be convened immediately 
in India to reach an agreed solution of important eonstitutionsl problems was 
put forward by the Conference to-dsy, nhm a number of reeolutione on the 
political situation in the country were peesed. 

The Conferenee called upon the British Government to make a clear deolaiation 
ee soon as poesible that India would attain full freedom within two years after 
the cessation of hoatiUties. Meanwhile, it appealed to the leaders of the principal 
partiee and communitiea in India to come to an agreed eolation on the communal 
problem, failing which the question might be referred for decision to an 
interiistionsl tribunal, 

Bblbabb Of Qandbiji Ubgbd 

The Conference congratulated Mahatma Gandhi on the successful termins- 
tton of his fmiL Id the hope and belief that he would eso^^mn violence and 
use his influence sgsinst it and would assist in solving the present political 
tm'pssse, the Conference expressed the opinion that the Government should 
release Mahatma Gaadhi unconditionallv without further delay. 

A issolntion deploring and condemning ecta of violence end exceeees com- 
mitted in repressing vloleiiee was also passed. 

The Conference, by another xesoluttbn, reaffirmed its sdherenoe to the cause 
ol the Allied Nations against the Axis Powers. In order to enlist the full 
eo-aperstion of the people of India in the war effiirte, it demanded the immediate 
formation of composite govemmente at the Centre and in the Provinces coosisting 
of non-officials only with the sols exception of the Oommander-in-Ohief 
and urged that such composite governments should inolnde zepresentstivsB of 
Indian Christians. The community regarded with deep concern the non-inslasion 
ii an Indian Obrietlan in the Vkeroy'a Executive Coundi. 

Giving Baqoaiified auppert to The ideal of a free and independent India in s 
world bnwierhood of nalione. the Cotifereuee eonsUlered that after the war all 
ampiie IfMogIce ehonld be eliminated aa a menace to the future of world peace. 

The Cimterenee ^ pleil^* aupport to all efforta made by the Non-Pisrty Lmdeca 
OoDference to find a way out of the preeent impaeae and directed iu office to 
eueme that Indian C^rlitfane were adequately repreieaiad on all inch gatheringa. 

Oondolenee neolntion on the death of Dr. D. X. De Sousa, and Dr. E 

iti pnvioni leedutions on Mission and Gbiioh 
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THE A1X INDIA KI8AN OONFEBBNCXE 

R6sMl0M-M.1»ty— AMllMr-lllk. Afril if« 

Thi GoDrmDce conelndffd Its dalibeniloni to-dii;. Bail « dom mon rciola- 

wm pftfMd. J 

llie 8nl raialution condemned the Government of Indie Aet 1985 for having 
given weighlege to tlie Mnelims at the ezpeuee of the 0t(>reieed Olaaaee and deman- 
ded of the Government to aive them their ihare in fMoportion to their population 
failing mhioh the Depreaaed Ciaeeee would oppoae any future oonetitutlon of India. 

TIm aeoond rceoiutioii urged the Oongreae aaid the Hindu Mahaaa bl ta to give 




righta and demanded of the Government' to end nntonohability tbroogh an Aet. 

Other reeolutiora called upon ihi Depreaaed Olasaea to aeek the help of the 
Hindna in mattera of their weltaie, demanded of the Government the reeognition of 
the rigbta of the criminal tribea, appealed to the local bodiea to inereaae the emdla- 
menta of the aweeiiera and laatly urged the Government to arrange for the education 
of the Depreaaed Claaaea, open industrial achoola for them and award them 
atipenda. 

Hr. R, B, Matte of Bihar, Mr. Agnibhoj of Bombay* Mr. Yamnalal of Bihar, 
Mr. Dular Ckand Ram of Bengal, Mr. Satgapal Bikhehu of Delhi and Mr. Chet 
Ram X.L.A. of Allahabad apoke on the reaolutiona. 

Mr. Prithvi Singh Azad preaented the annual report and thanked the dele- 
gatee. The Conference decided to hold the next aeaeion in Bihar. 

At the annual electiona held laat night Mr. Jagjiwan Ram. M.L.A. was elected 
Freaident and Mr. H. J. Khandekar waa appointed Working Preaident A Wor- 
king Committee of 21 waa formed. 


The Ail India Kiaan Conference 

Resolutions — ^Bhakna — 4th. April 1943 

Political Situ AT iOH in thb Oodntbt 

The All-India Kivan Conference was held at Bhakna in the Punjab 
on the 4th. April 1948. Mr. Bankivi Mukherjee. U.L.A. (Bengal), presided. The 
gathering at the confereiu'e tiiiniifd down to day as a large number of the 
viaitora went away to Tarn Taran and Amritsar for the 'holy dip* on the 
"Amavae Day”. The proceedings were preceded by a Kavt Darbar with Mr. Feroz 
Bin Manzoar In the chair. 

Among those who sat on the 'dais’ waa ijady Shaft. There were seated around 
the presidential chair about 40 delegates who had come from other provinces. 

The proceedioge which were conducted in Punjabi, HiudnstaUi and English 
were msrked by eniousiasm, which was exhibited in abundance, lor the "Reds” and 
the Chinese comradee who were fighting their battles. RepeaM slogans of "Bed 
Army Zindabad” and ' Ghineae Comradea Ziodabad” were raised as speaker after 
epeaker referred to what each one of them described as the "most heroic deeda^’ of 
Rcris or the Obineee. 

The one common theme of all the speakers was that the oommuniats had saved 
the peoffte, anv way of the Punjab, from gmng aetray after August 9 last. Great 
atrees was laid by almost every speaker on the most dire necessity of preparing 
the country to fight the* "Japanese brutes”, ’^Fascism” and "Hitlerism.” The sug- 
gested remedy for India’s ills at present wae also commou to speakm; they 
demanded the release of Gandhi ji and other leiuierB and the establiehment of a 
National Government. Stress waa also laid on the heed of Congress-League unity. 

The resolutions adopted at the conference were of nnusuA length and the 
main reaolutioQ on the political eitualion and a few others covered a number of fool- 
scap singla space closely typed pages. 

The main resolution on the political situation in the country, fastened the 
reeponaibility for precipitating the crisia snd imperillihg the defence and thefie^om 
of the eouDtry on the head of the Imperialist bureaucracy. Continuing, the 
resolution said that the* Government measures only worsened the situation. "The 
boxeaneracy can be fought only by the unity of the Hindu and Mnslim masses* 
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ntooBEDDias Ain> XBCHjmGm 
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lit lor Natfonal dEfMied~fcSBidt** ***^ * NiIIomI 

BefiffifoK to the OMdhl-UBuSSSw^oJww^^ iMnlniin. 

initiatifi for fetUemaDt ao? for the adfotioii of the 
aporaed thia oflbr for an hononrmblo •ettlement 

u*JSS*A?B"ki&*5S?***** to ernah the Oonam and the Indian people*’* 
It vaxn^ the Britiah Gormment that the attitnde of Mr. Amgry and Ifo/oruliSia 
denmding ab]eet humiliation from Oongreaa leadara contdmlr lead to untold 
auflNri^ge to people and jeopardiae the ^naa of freadom ^nd Tietorr own Paaatom 

t'Hii fc "*** **^"***^** 1 ^* non-pww iwrfat. Ibc • Mtdammt of the 

Indian deadlock waa emdenined. The teaointioii demand^ die tdeaae of OatMiii 

“5 ^ **i'‘t* "““7 •» •ehlered between the Oomm 

Md the Mnellm Leune and Om end» nadon taHled for leallalnR a MatKed 
Gownment. The lewlntlon aet brfore the Ueane the teak of “unlUoK In irindng 
0af^Av>* nlc **4 ioinliig huda to ttop aebotmce end ameah the fifth eotann, 
nnitlng to aolra the food cnaia and organiBing a unity campaign in the rural aieaa 
to promote uuity between the Hindu and the Muslim maaaaa.** 

A tovmit appeal to the Trade Uniona and the Musiim meaaea and the Leagua 
patriota to ]oin the moremeut wae made. 

By the firat zeaolution the eonference oonreyed "Bed Salute’* and greetlnga to 
Ae Army and ezpreeaed ite moet eineere appreciation of the heroio deede A the 
Rneetan Army. 

Sfoamt Sahjanand, moving the resolution, said that the Bed Army had aaved 
not only Stalingrad, but the whole of the world. Hie world was proud of the 
heroio deeds of the Reds and even their worat eritloi in England and Amerioa were 
their most vooal admirerA The world to-day had realiaedT that ito aalvatlon lay 
in olaaping the hand of the Red Army and elingiog fast to the Soviet frlendahfp. 
The 8wami felt certain that Bueaia, Ohina and ouer Allied oonntriee were bound 
to win. But what gladdened the Swami^B heart most wss that not only bad the 
Bed Army won and saved India and the world, but at the result of its vietorlea 
the enpremacy of oommuniem had been eatabliehed and the Soviet ideal had 
sneoeeded. Proceeding the Sioomt demanded the lennohlng of the Seoond Ftont without 
any farther ^lay to emdi Hitleriam. He pleaded that in India also they moet 
forge a united demand before they would ever be able to oompd Mr. Churehilt, 
Mr. AntBry or Lord Linlithgow to change their attitude. He aaked them to 
remember how Mr. Churchill phaoged hie attitude towarde Bueaia. Mere memoran* 
duma would be of no avail. . 

S. Aechar Singh Chhimu, wUle eecondlng the rSeohition, aaid : "Not only 
would Bntsia win; but HUUr wiH be elafn:” The victory ^ the Bed Army would 
menu the death-knell of Imperialiem, and the esUbUehmeDt of Mai^r Md 
Kiian Ba] all the world over, induding India.- Bat that was poorible only If Ifegy 
would atop the Japanese eggreaeion and defend eounfay. 

The reeolntUm win lufopted nmidet dioats of "Bad Army Zindnbed. 

GBBuriHas to CBmi 

Mr. Bhagai Singh Bilga moved the Moond nsolutiop. oom^i^ greetings to 
tbs (Bilnese ari^ to whom he paid high tribntes for Su 

said that it waa because of the brave Ohlnese that Japan s designs faded. He Idi 

■wnnato* ^ Indk'k (rienddilp. H« WMted the «»trtll*meDt of .^.lloBri 
Gocmmut'ln Indie which would CDeble them to render efieetlTe help to Obion. 

BIr. Keral (Andhra) moved a raaolniion rcgntdlng 4 ‘K nyjnr Co mr^' w^ 
were aenteoeed to death. The mover .eonTeyed^e .me^e^trf j to < y odemned 
Kiann wotkere. 8. Deletp Singh aeeonded the reeolotioo which wee peaaea. 

PoLiTiGAL Situation in India 

Sardar T^a Singh 8iBatanira. na^jL Sd 

ritontiOD. aaid Hint the credit for •.wag Ind b f”? 

di.tttrb.Aeee end rlotj. wUeh wottid tan Sd «2li« -t* 

to the worker. .My" * oSi.) ii dSim with n polieMDm. 

dO 
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ont of dfiiniith boeome BriUio would nok fne her, try to throw hendf into the 
elntehoi of Jopnn. Snbotige^ he eeid, wee like iniMldng the menoe of eaying their 
eonntry wlule.the Kiiane and Maidoore were Imey organleing to help China and 
Rneeia and to ward off denger of Japaneee ameMion. He appealM for unity 
among all eommunitiee in order to put an and to the actlvitiee of the fifth eolumnieta. 

Mr. B<Ahari (Sind), eecondiog the resolution, seid that Chough the Eieane and 
Commanists were called “British," it had been amply proved that their policy of 
preparing the country agaiiiat Japanese aggression and of preaching against sabotage, 
pEeaehing*iinity between the Oongresa and the liCague and demanding release of 
Qandhiji and other leaders was uie right polioy. They stood fast to that policy 
and their demands. 

Mr. Prolekar (Maharastra) who moved the resolution on the food situation, 
said that the Kisane and the Macdoors in other parts of the country were not 
getting food and other necessities of life. Citing Kis own example he said, that it 
was after 9 months that he had seen a wheat chapati and ean it on coming to 
the Punjab. He held the Government resimnsible for the present state of affairs. 

Mr. Karam Singh Mgnn seconding the resolution referred to the food 
situation in other parts of India and the Punjab which was the home of wheat. 
Ihis situation was due not to any leaser growth of forKl— which ^d increased^or 
hoarding by Kisaiia but was due to hoarding by the capitalists w% were doing so 
for profiteering. Ilie need for casing the food situation had been felt by Mahatma 
Oandhi, The Punjab Kisaiis were willing to solve iliat problem. The difficulty 
was that the “Unionist Lords" who possessed over 200 million maunds uf wheat 
did not want that wheat to be exporte<i from the Punjab so that they might earn 
the highest profits. The resolution was passed. 

8. Jagjil Singh moved a resolution rogardiitg “grow more-foiHi." He said 
it waa a pity that in an agricultural country like India they were feeling the 
paucity of food. The Kisans could certainly help to ease the situation by growing 
more food. Mr. Prasad Rao (Andhra) secgOdcd the resolution which was passed. 

Army of Workers 


Swaml Sahjanand moved a resolution regarding the organisation of Kisan 
Babha. He said the time had come when they must have whole time and even 
paid workers and a complete and well-organised organisation. One-anna member- 
ship of 12 lakh Kisans would give to the AlMndia Kisan Babha at the rate of one 
pis per member as its share almut Be. 12,(X)0 by which they could employ about 
SO Rradiiates to do research and organisation work for them. The present day 
poluicB and Qpverumeiit were influenced not by mere slogans, but by organisation 
and preparations of tiles and for that purpose diey required an army of workers. 

Comrade Abdulla Raaul, seconding the resolntion said that they should make 
the* Kisan Babha their own. The resolution was passed. A resolution moved from 
the chair demanded the release of Sj. Jagjit Singh and Bj. Bhagat Singh who were 
lying ill in jail. 

Sardar Sohan Singh JosK M. L. A. moved a resolution, condemning the '-poliey 
of repression" in India and particula:iy iu the Punjab and in Kerala where the 
Kisan Babha was still banned. The resolution specially referred to the continued 
ban on the h(^ng of meetings, restrictions on the press, internments and deten- 
tions of, Kisan workers, lathi charge and imposition of collective tines, etc. The 
mover mentioned several instances of alleged police excesses in Chuhr Obak and 
Jagraon. It waa, he said, essential to put an end to those ‘‘excesses" in order to 
prevent the people turning fifth columnlste. He added ; “We are proud and we 
can riuse our head with pride that the Punjab did not go on the wrong and 
fooiisb IktH which misguided people had tried to carve for them during the last 
some months. The result was that we were saved from ruination and air bombard- 
ments." He said that he was willing to stand a surety for Dr. Gopi Chand, Lala 
Bhim Sain Stchar and other leaden that if they were released they would oppose 
eabotage. He asked why these oommuniat friends in detention were not being 
released* Mr. Sharma (Bihar) seconded the resolution which was passed. 

A resolution was moved by Mr. Jamna Karjee (Bihar) regarding the tenancy 
laws. It asked the tenants to mobilise, to take advantage of the existing laws ana 
asked the Government to pass new laws and amend the present laws so as to give 
adequate rdiief and protection to the tenautsb 

Mr. Harsh Dev Malaviya seconded the resolution which was passed. 

Boms resolutione regarding the co-operative movement difficulties of Kisens 
iu the Indian States, export of agricultural produce end cotton, etc., and asking 
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lataoMl dMiibBoeeB of oommooBl or ooobobiIo tffw tod tberafore oil eiioiglai 
•hMld bo eODomtiAted on thol work. Heneo jQot no the Mojlio to not In eonfflel 
wiEi the Gofemment it doee not with nny oonfliet with any group or Otfiy on 
rdigione or politionl gxonnde ; nod Jnet m it doee not like any eonfliet with 
Hiiidne, 3ikfai» Ohriaiiana or otheri, it doea not eonoider any intmal eondttet 
between the Mnilinia no jnatifiable, 

b. Although Majiiae Ahtar doea not eondder it advisable to deinand any 
righto the Brilbh ^Government at the present Innotnre and prefers to eondgn 
its fate to the hands of the Almighty, nevertheless it does not wish to stand m 
the way of any settlement between the Hindus and the Muslim League and the 
Qongieao. The Majlis does not fed any great interest in these settlements, yet It 
doea not like to hinder those who wish to make any snob efforts at the present 
time. Under the clreumstanoes it does not consider it advisable to create ill-will 
among the Muslima by making separate effort for any communal settlement^ and 
makes it clear hejond doubt, that whosoever wishes any settlement may 
nagotlate with the Muslim League, or any other party he likes, but he should not 
expect Majliae Ahrar to entangle itself in such affairs and create intemectine war- 
iara among the Muslims. 

6. Majlise Ahrar wishes to make it quits explicit that it does not consider 
It n religious, real aad final duty of the Muslims to create or defeud any 
geqgraidireal. racial, linguiatlc or other boundaries, bnt that on the other hand, 
undtt all cireumatances, following the path shown by God and his Prophet, living 
virtnouily in the world, cooperating with virtue, eatablishing States based on 
virtue and encouraging virtue in this world is the divine purrose of human creation, 
and Majliae Ahrar dssirca the AOtablidimeDt of Godly Btaies wherever poeeible 
in this world, so that It may be demouetrated to the world that by followiag the 
golden piinciples of Islam this world can be cored of its afflictions and the way 
enn be paved lor welfare in thia world aad the next 

In this connection Majlise Ahrar wanta tp point out that a Godly. State doea 
not mean the control of the Government of any State falling into the handa of a 
Mnalim majority or Mualim individuals, rather on the other hand such antoemeiss 
or plulooraeiea which tried to achieve their selfish objmtives in the name of lalam 
only aoQed the brilliant face of Islam and gave the world reason to despiae lalam. 
Tufa Majlis cannot feel satisfied with maklDg a fresh experiment of that natora 
and handing' over the reigna of Government to any party or group which baa 
little lespeet for the religion of God. So the Mafw appeals to the Mnslims to 
lealise their duties in this respect fully and immsdtatcly, not to |tive opportunity 
to irrdigioD and profanity to prosper in the name of Islam by abutting their qyea on 
the neemties of establishment of a godly State, and topreaob and Impresa on all 
Mualima the duty to follow the commandmeuta of God and BJa Ptophat. 


The Communal Concord Conference 

Mr. HaMyna Mkia’a Addfwsa 

The following la the text of the speech of Mr. Humayun Mitza delivered at the 
Communal Ooncora Oonlerenoe convened at Dewas ( Junior ) on the tOth. Feferaary, 
10.40 

imjoice to be vieiting Dewas State on the gracious invitation of Hia HighneM 
tlie Maharaja to preside on the suspicions occasion of the Communal Oonoora Con- 
lereoee. Ow fa a wide country and most of us know but our own corner ol it 
while, thanks to His Highness, I have been able to add another corner. It. Is a 
very great privilege to become thus aco^inted with this progressive State. 

Ike ming of a noble Indian Buler for his aubketa is mnidi more than 
ordinary kindneas and eompasaion. In this attachment, whose roots reach far Into 
the past, there it* something of the dcq> devotion of kinship. With the gmtiinde 
tbit it awakens, it may be felt through all divisions of class and fortune^ eaa* 
dliating, uniting, a healing aid beneficent inflaence, throngh the whole ntOMNvbM 
of thk State. 

1 would gladly apeak to yon of eonemed that should exist among the ditcfsa 
eommunitiio tmee boom in Eds landr»at loMt eobeord and amity,. II not immsfflaii 
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. tM gnm tetaraal Ina^ti with wIiMi tUa aomtn baa baaa aOM. 

Croatadt dMBa ia ao loom for doaht that betaaaa. tha kbala of tha anaaot " 

•nF«t^nitet£rS!« bSS^ 

Wo «dl dia^ llm of poliey vhiertho Ooratanaatof bdlahm 

*K..*KuP'****^ and wa moot baiiaM 
ttat tbav win oontioiM it nnai* tha ooaelnaion oi thrir pariod. Thta wiU 5 m 
aoflda^tiiaatothalaadataof all tha i»>mnniSa to miarat WiAmA 
tmg theaaaolvaa for a8eetiDg tha roorganiMtioa of tha oonntrr and tha — 

Bt of a-MBfia# rapiMentattM of eommonitita. The aariaa of oontrortfaieo with 
Mtafai Bad a oartam affhrMaea o ea obaarrad within thia country haa apraad a m at 
tttmt triiiA inthe]ad|nienthf aan^a pwla, to not Inatiflad. liwonld^a 
dtoaater if at tiia and of the war, we atm fonad ontadTea wfthont atone of n^tWt«,i 
onr domaatio aflUra aattafaetoriiy. Jnatly or un]nitly. it to a hat that wo hatw 
aU onr-praa^eana paopla ,aapable of ael^KOveniaiant Out taaprn* 
, 1 onr enseaaaa hare eana^ fonigneta to Judn na aa withoot iudgHcntW 

wlttUHit tnia our own intemptimnee in ladginR one nnotner 

eoatkibnling no little to this Inmenteble result. 

Qlir eomjnnnel end' eoeinl problems ere to be among the greatest problenie of 
the generation Just moTing on to the stage of action. The attitude of & fariona 
eommnnitiee. toward one another , end murdeularl j of the two major eommunitlea 
toward each other will be the ehlef problem. Already, it is imperetiTsly demendiiig 
a aolatlonn Gradoally, aa the yean ban passed, a separation has been ^ng on 




bnt nsfer ao rapidly aa of late. £aeh has come to regard „ w-ww. ... ... 
with no'intereitB in. common goonceirtng rather that wnat is for the interests of one 
mnet neeeeaarily be to the detriment of Uie other. It is indeed time to waken np 
to these facts and conditione ; for they must be stpurely met 

Our big men to-day ss of yore think of the country, and wiiat they could 
make it nud not what they could make out of it The right sort of Indtaa len*t 
entinet by any meana. And invisible among . onr four hundred milHone there is n 
quiet legibii. living untainted in the depths. Away down deep there^e a ery of 
kinahip In eeoh one of us ; and that the one nor the other hears it has been ee 
mneh the fault of tbw one as of the other. We see that very wdl now. We mnet 
thresh out together the way to an understanding ; an agreement Is not In the leesi 
neoesaary. We conld agree to differ» for that matter, with perfect eoidielity, bnt en 
nndecatanding we must ceedi. Oo course, we have a family quarrel, but we are a 
family all the aame, aud a fine one, too. We know each other, we visit each other, 
we write letters, send preaente. We. In short, have joined bands from one generation 
to another. There is a permanent something within us— a Greater Helf— e permanent 
something, which has crested all the religiona all over the earth from the beginning, 
and of which lalam and Hiuduiam theflaselvea are merely two of the present 
temples. **Wherever 1 look**, once said Bamkriahna, who waa one of the greatest 
religione teecheia of our tim& for be tauidit that every religion is true wd a 
poaalble way of reaching Qod,--*‘Wher«verT look, 1 see men quarrelling in the 
name of legion— Hindus, Mohamedane, Brahmins, VaiahnaTae and the mi* But 
they never lefleot that he who is called Krishna is slso called Bive, end lieere the 
name of the Primal Energy, Jesus, end Allah— the same Rama with a tboneaod 
namea.'* In thia meaaaKe ia a means of ending those bitter fends end auerrila 
whleh in the name of religion have been, end still are a onree to humankind. 

Our life ia full J discord ; but by forbearance this same discord cm be 

turned to harmony. It must be left to time mid the impulse of ^ucetionei 

Ininenoee to eiford the opportunity for the eubeidence of fundamental diflerenoM 

Therefora ft ia not eo much a queaiion of legialation or of ednoation and right • 

doiiiK. Whatam India’a political evolution— wbethor on llogntotie or wy 
oth er t he proUen of miooritiee will reinaip. IT. Biinority eommu^ttoe are the 
iM^orlty eo.Biuiittoi’eaexed tenet. The good of tto whole opO o the ffHi 

vi eweh. and the good of each nakea the gewd of tto wbola. IM the ni^imtlM 
than, attend to the eafeguaidlng of the religioo, S .?• 

Binorittoa and let there bo a propw repreeMlatlon of ihe Blnw lto I n ^ 
napaelfM kgtolatiiraB and aervieea and the whole will lake care Ito^, 

OiMi intfvidBal. irreap^ve of ceete or creed, ” 

hanmy with every oiiin In the vwione epbw of^ y,**\*,** * 
and. fMatea and bamoBy will pervade the whole. The old thw 
that in ordee to have great advancenrai gieat progt ey, .wa B wat h» w 

to fndnee n4to aa fatoe aaltto aavage and.detriineBtal to Ito jwtniB 


^MSpelltiOB m0 MUAiMjv iir— ■« mm •*»«« — 

We MS lenohiug ihnt paint where the ifiimr men end 


bfi^nlttg to 
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Me Ilf fdlel^. Thfj sn fcoogDitiDg tin Ifd that not eompilitiiNi, M eo-apmlioB, 
MlpiQOellf, to Um gmti thf true power— to ciinb, not nttemptine to to 
higp down one’s fellows, but by niding Him, and being In^ turn aided by Sen. 
tbni combining, and ao multiplying tne poser of all instead of wasting a large 
part one against the other. Each is but a p^ a member, of the great «ml body ; 
and no member, let alone the entire body, can be perfectly at eaae^ when any other 
part to in dtowse. N6 one part of the community, no one part of the nation, can 
stand alone ; all are dependent, interdependent lliis is the nnifom teadiing of 
histbry from the remotest times in the past right through to the present A 
most admirable ttlustration of this tocl— 4! indeed the worn ’/Admirable” can be 
used In connection with a matter so deplorable— is our * trouble to-day. We will 
all be wise in our time to learn from experiences of thig terrific nature, l^t tlie 
the combination of the rarions communities Is a matter of the greatest difficulty 
Is reason rather for serious effort to orereonffi it, than for impatiently rejecting all 
orerinres for a friendly settlement The ordinary erery day experiences of life 
show qnite clearly that human interconrse Is possible beeanse of a similarity 
between the diffinent minds. The capacity to nndmtand a common language to 
engage in co-operation ibr the satisfaction of common needs these and a thousand 
oUier things rereal an essential likeness which transcends the elements of diTcrsIty 
and of opposition. Yet beyond these similarities, the eery nature of many of the 
difcriitles to such that th^ axe able to fit together to make a wider and richer 
whole. I believe that the key to India’s salvation lies with our Indian Rulers. The 
Indian Ruler of to-day, whether he be of the same race^as his people or not, is 
still regarded as their Afa Bap as he was thousands of years ago. His word is 
above dispute and his merest wish is a command. He is the sun of the local 
firmament, and hia office is inaeparable from hia person : his features are familiar 
in every village, and it to his personal frativals, his birthdays end his wedding-days, 
that are the great holidays of the people, and lend colour nnd Intereet to their 
lives. Bom to such leadership, we may look to them with confidencei to continue 
to accord sympathy and support to the puipoaea of a conference aneh as this, 
oonvamd on the initiative of Hia Highness Mabarsja Hhrimant fiadashiv Rso 
Khaae Sahdi Fawar of llewaa Junior. 


The All India Jat Conference 

Slat. Seation — Isthoiw — ^27th. March 1943 , 

Prosaediiifs and Reaointiana 

A call to the Jats of India to organise themeelves for Che protection of their 
political and economic riy^ts and as a martial race to make an all-out effort for 
the sneoeasfal proseenlion ol the war was made by Captain Naunihal Singh, 
Member of the National a Defence Oonncil, In the course of bis presidential address 
at the aannal session of the ail India Jat Conference which opened nt Lahore os 
the 87th. March issa. 

The Oonlerence conclndod its session on die next day, the 88th. March in the 
aftemoon after passing s aeries of rcaolotions tnclnding the one moved by Sir Ckhoturam 
Revenne Minister, Punjab, calling upon the. Jata to assemble on one platform irres- 
pwitive of thmr religiouB faiths and to organise a central Jat organisation in the 
Ftiniab with branches in all districts. 

^ Sir Ckhoturam made an appeal for two lakhs of rupees to be utilised on the 
organisstion of the Jat community to ssle-gusrd their political and economic rights. 
In response to the appeal donatlona amonniing to Rs. L2,000 were announced on 

tptiff epot;* 

Another resblntion moved by fhan Bahadur Chaudhari JHaBot Ali, 
strongly urged the Qovernmi^ not Id control the prices of food grains. It also 
adopted *a resolnUon, moved I^ MiC Chaudhari Tikka Ram, 11.L.A., promising co- 
operation to other political tirgantoationa for the attainment of independence by all 
conatituticmal meana. 

Captain NauMal dSfnoh, member of the National Defence Conneil, in . his 
oonelnding remarks, sdiifiul the Jats to maintain thdr glorious martial trsditions 
by offering umtintod ahppoii in the snocessfiil prosecution of the war. 



Mahatma Gandhi’s Fast 

India Gn¥erniiijaiit*s Connnnmqtto 
Mahatma Gandhi uadartook a imt of three weeks' duration from the 10th et 
Febmarf 1041. A Goremment of India PreM Oommunique iMusd in this oonneetion 
said that it was to be a fast aoeoiding ‘ to capacity and during it, Mahatma 
Gandhi propos^ to add juices of citrus fruit to water to make the water drinkable, 
as his wish was not to fast to dbath but to survive the ordeal. Gandhiji intended 
originally to start his fast on February 9, but later changed the date to the 10th. 
following is the full text of the communique: 

**Mr. Gandhi has informed H.E. tlie Viceroy that he proposes to undertake a 
fast of three weeks' duration from February 10. it is to be a fast according to 
capacity and during it Mr. Gandhi proposes to add juices of citrus fruit to water 
to mi^e' water drinkable, as his wish is nut to fist to death but to survive the 

Qovernmeiit of India deplore the use of the weapon of fasting to achieve 
Dolitical ends. There can, iu their judgment, be no justification for it, and Mr. 
Gandhi has himself admitted in the past that it contains an element of c^rciou. 

'^Ihe Government of India can only express their regret that Mr. Gandhi 
should think It necessary to employ such a weapon on this occasion and shoiijd 
Msk iiistification for it in anything which Government may have said or done iii 
collusion with the movement initiated by him and his co-workers in tlie 

^“*^^?he^overninent of India have no intention on their part of allowing the fMt 
to deflect their policy. Nor will they be restmnHiblc for its (junsequencm on Mr. 
Gandhi'8 health. *l‘hey cannot prevent Mr. Gandhi from fasting. It was their wish, 
however, that if he decided to so, he ahould do so as a free man and ^n^ier 
hit own arrangements, so as to bring out clearly that the reaponaibility for any fast 
and its eonaequences rested exclusively with him. . ^ . , , . , 

**Th«v accordingly informed Bfr. Gandhi that he would be released for the 
varpo^d JSMSeTwuTSf tb. f«t of which h. hid notiBcd them. ...d wiU. 
Sim^y members of the Party living with him who may wish to aiconijmiiy him. 
Sr GfaldM in Mply to hi. ttoin... to d).ndon hi. intruded U.i i( 

TOlMto. fading w^ich he^l Iwt in detention. In other word, it i. now clwr that 
only his unconditional release could prevent him from faatnig. fhis, the Govuii- 
lueut of India are not prepared to doiieede. Their |)OBitioii remains the 
Tto aaWthe? am readito aet Mr. Gandhi at liberty for the purpose and diiratioii 
5 hit Sit! 5«t if Uz. Gandhi i. not prepar^ to Uke 
if he faata while in detention, he does so solely on his own 

his own risk. He would be at liber tv in ^.a ^mmiMiou^ of Govern - 

aiteodanta, and also to receive visits from friends with the permission ot l overn 

ment during its period. 

Origin And Development of Movement 

“Th. GOTwnnmnt of India propoi. to Iwue. ^ 

on the origin and development of the movement Agft wiUt it' 

and the meaenree which Government toe been ^ 

but they think this ie a eultable oocadon for a brief review of the event, oi me 

in hi. eorteerondenee with H'"- drniXi 
poiisibility for the consequences which have flowed from | ^ 

which he and the Congas Party have pu forward. 

examination. Mr. Gandhi's own statement, ji wl^errcd U> ibe struggle 

envisaged anarchy as an alternative to the existing order a d refer^ w^^ 

'rs a fight to the finish,’ in the cou^ of which he would | Vicerov, 

nwm^ to pint ou*t thnt^at 

ctaaoc. ;^ter ail it wa. an open rebellion which w.s to be .* 

“'^'••ta.t »«.««« we. ‘do or die.* The .pmebm of tho« mo.t ctoly 
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Miodat^ wiftli Mr. Gandhi hara barn avan moia ai^iai^ and bm cif«i « 
4iar indieato of what tha Ooogiaaa High Oommand had In mind In lanadiiBff 
Mr attaek--«n aMk whIA would, if realM, huTa moat aarioady imnarillaSl 
tha whola oauae of tha Unitad Natlonaj-againat Gorarnmaot m by law itttaWliihod 


and againat tha ageneiaa and aanrtcaa by which tha Ufa of tha ooantrf waa 
bring eondneted, in a period, ba It noted, of azoaptional atraaa and atndn. and 
of grava danger to India from Japaneae aggtaaaion. 


OiaooLAB Of July 29 

. I ‘3^® Inatractlona iaanad by the rariona ^^Oongram organiaatlona. eontainad 
in laafleta which were found to be freely cireulating In aimoat every part of India 
and which, on the evidence, cannot all be diaoWned aa unauthoriaed, gave apecific 
directiona aa to the methoda which were to be employed for brinei^thc 
adminiatration to a atand-atill. » a « 

*'rhe oireniar of July 29 emanating from the Andhra Provincial Oongreas 
Committee ia an inatance in point. It ia noteworthy in thia connexion that in 
widely aeparated areaa afl over the country identical methoda of attaeka on railwaya 
and other communioatlona were employed, requiring the nae of apeoial implements 
and highly technical knowledge. Oontroi rooms and block instrumenta in railwav 
atationa came in for special attention, and destruction of telegraph and telephone 
Unea and equipment waa carried out in a manner which denoted careful planninir 
and close knowledge of their working. If these manifestations of rebellious 
activities are to be regarded as the reault not of Oongreas teaefaings, but as a 


the Congress leaders, the question may well be asked to which section of the 
public the tens of thousanda of men engaged in these violent and subversive 
activities belonged. If it is claimed that it is not Oongresamen who have b^n 
responsible, it would be extraordinary, to say the least, if the blame ware to be 
laid on non-Congreas elements. The country is, in effect, asked to believe that 
those who own allegiance to the Congress Party have behaved in an exemplary 
non-violent manner and that it ia persons who are outside the Oongreas fold who 
have registered their resentment at the arrest of the leaders of a movement which 
they did not profess to follow. 

''A more direct answer to the argument ia to be had in the fact that known 
Congressmen have been repeatedly found engaged in incitements to violence, or 
in prosecuting Congress activities which have led to grave disorders. 

*T1iat political parties and groups outaide the Oongresa Party have no delu- 
aiona on the subject may be judged from the categoricsl way in which they have 
diaiociated themselves from the movement, and condemned the violence to which 
it baa given rise. In particular, the Muslim Ijeague has, on more than one 
oeoaslon, emphasised the character and intentions of the policy pursued by the 
Oongresa Party. As early aa the 20tb of August last, the Working Committee 
of the League expressed the view reiterated many times since, that by the slogao 
*Qnlt India’ what waa really meant was supreme control of the government of the 
country by the Oongresa, and that the mass civil disobedience movement had 
xesuited iu lawlesanesa and considerable deatruction of life and property. 

*H3ther dements in the political life of the country hava express^ themarivei 
in a similar vein, and if followers of the Congress persist in their contentioo that 
the resultant violence was no part of their policy or programme, they are doing 
■0 againat tlie weight of overwhelming evidence. 

^ *’Mt Gandhi in bis letter to the Viceroy has sought to fasten responsibility 
on the Qoverroent of India. The Government of India emphatically repudiate this 
•nggestion. It is clearly prepoeterdus to contend that it is they who are responsible 
for the violence of the fast few months wiiich so gravely disorganised the normal 
life (d the eOuntry<-and, incidentially, aggravated the d^culties of the fo^ 
■itoation— at a time when the united energies of the people might Imve been 
devoted to the vital task of repelling the enemy and of striking a blow for the 
freedom of India, the Commonwealth and the world." 


Lmlithgow-Gandhi Correepondence 
The following ia the correspondence which passed between His Excellency the 
Viceroy and Mr. Gandhi. Mr. Gandhi agreed to the publication of his personal 
feiters of Deeember 31, 1942, and January 19. 1943. 


Mu. OikWDBi's Lmna to VicsROY—^ein Year's Eve, ms 
Dear Lord Unlithgow, 

Tbit is a very personal letter. I have allowed many ttuiB to set on a quarrel 
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tJuuebwMA andatl joa. bnt I moii not Allow the did jeer to expire withonl 

uidiiK mjedlf of whet b nnklnK in mj breott Aftelnet yon. I bed thought 

frieede end thonld etlll love to thluk to. Howerer, whet hoA hAppened 
dhMA/he JM of Angnet lAet niAkee me wonder whether you etill legerd me aa a 
htiend. I hATe perhApe not eome In eneh oloee touch with Any. other ooenpont 
of yenr ptu§i aa with yon* 

Tear nmAt of me, the eommaniqne you baned theroAfter. your reply to Bejejl 
end the fOAeoae given therefor. Mr. Amery’e qUeek on me end' much elee I een 
oAtAkgoe to ehow thAt At eome etAge or other yon miiet heve enepected my btma 
fdtB* Mention of other Gougxeeemen in theBemc connexion ie by the wny. X 
AAAm to be the fom ei cHgo of nil the evils Imputed to the CoiiKreee. If I heve not 
cceeed to be your friend why did you not before taking draetic action, send for me, 
leu me of your euepieloos nnd make yourself euro of your facts f I am quite 
cApabb of e eei n g myeelf at others see me but in this case 1 hare failed ho|ieleesly. 
I sod that all the etatemente made about me in Government quartere in* tbw 
eonnexiM contain palpable departures from truth. I have so much fallen from 
grace thet I could not eatablieh contact with a dying friend. 1 mean Prof. Bhanaali 
who to faating in regard to the Ohimur affair, and I am expected to condemn the 
so^lled violence of eome people reputed to be Oongreaemen, although I have no 
data for ■nch condemnation eaye the heavily cetiBurea reports of ncwepapera. I 
muat own that I thoronghly diatruat these rci»orts. I coiild write much more but 
I mnet not lengthen my tale of wo?. I am sure tlmr. what I have said la enough 
to eneble yon to fill in detalle. 


Law Of Satyaoraha 

Yon know I returned to India from B. Africa at the ifiid of 1914 with a miasion 
which came to me in 1906, namely, to apiead iruth and non-violence among man- 
Idnd in the place of violence and falsehood in all walks of life. Tho law of aatya* 
praha knows no defeat. Prison is one of the many waya of spreading die measage. 
bat It has Ita limita. You have placed me in a palace where every ri.HisonaD)8 
creatnm comfort is ensured. I have freely imrtakcn of the lotter purely as a matter 
of duty, never as a pleasure, in the ho|)c that somo dsv lliosu that have the power 
will realiae that they have wronged innocent mm. I linvc given niystdf 6 monihe. 
The period is drawing to a close, so Is my patience. Tiic law of satyagrnha, ab 1 
know li, preBcrihsB a remedy in Biicb moments of trial, lu a sentcnco it is *crueify 
the flesh by fAStiDg.** That same law forbids its loe exta^pi as a last resort. 1 
do not want to use it if 1 can avoid it. This is the way aviud it. Convince me 
of my error or errors and I shall make am;ilo urnends. You etui stuid fiir me or 
send someone who knows your mind and carry couviciiou. 'I'in rc arc many other 
ways if yon have the will. May I expect an usrly loply? .day the New Year 
bring peace to us all. 

1 am, your sincere friend, 

M. K. ClAMDHI. 


The Viceroy's Bepr.y — January li, 1943 

Thsok yon for your personal letter of December 31, w':ich I have just received. 
1 fully accept its personal character and 1 welcome its frankness. And my 
reply will be as yon would wish it to be, at frank and as entirely iMfrsonal aa your 
letter itaelf. 

I was glad to have your letter, for, to Ire as open with you as onr previous 
relations justify, I have been profoundly depressed during recent months, first by 
ths policy that was adopted by the Congress in August, secondly, bc(tause while 
that poliey gave rise as it was obvious it must, throughout the country to violence 
and crime (I say nothing of the risks to Indis from outside sggressioii) no word 
of eondemoation for uiat viotcnce aud crime should have come from you or from 
tha Working Gommittee. When you were ficst at Poona 1 knew that you were not 
receiving newapapers, and I accepted that as explaining your silence. When arrange* 
ments were made that you and tne Working Committee should have such news* 
papers ee you deaii^ I felt certain that the details those iiewspatiera contain^ of 
what waa happening would shock and distress you as much as it has us all. and 
that you would he anxious to make your condemnation of it categorical and 
widdy known, 

but that was not the ease : and it baa bi*en a real disappointment to me. all 
file more when I think of these murders, the burning alive of poiito offleiato, the 
Wrecking of trains, the d«triieUon of property, the misleading of Biese young 
studrats wbi^ htf dm eo much harm to India’s good name, and to the OongrsBs 
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PaHj. Ton oiaf iite It Iron m lluil tin aewmpv aeoomii joa nntioa mm 
Will loaadi^I only with thif wne not te thoitory la • bad oaa> I WiB 
know Bw imnaaaa wdght of yonr groat anthority ia tin Onagnit notwaat md 
with the party and thote mho follow ite lead and I whdi I eonid M. again 
t«ry Ironkly. tint a heavy liepontihitHy did not roit on yon. (Am nahapi^, 
whfte the nitial rotponalbiftty roaU with the laadara, otinia hava to heia tin 
eoBiMiuDoee» whather at Uwbraakera, with tin roenlta that tint involiraa^ on m 

Bat u I an right In raading your letter to naan tint la tin lUt of what In 
happened yon wish to retrace yonr eteps and diaeoelate yonvaatf mm tin peiiiiy 
of last sammer you hare only to let me know and I will at onee eonsidar tin 
matter farther, and if I hare failed to understand your ohiest yon most not haailaia- 
to let me know withont delay in what respect I have done so and tell me what 
positive snggetiion you wish to }mt to me. You know ssa waH enough after than 
many yiars to btiieve that I shall be only too conoemed to road with tin anna 
eloaa attention as aver any ,meaeage which 1 nceiva from yon to give It tin fntat 
weight, and to approach it with the deepest anxiety to aadevstnnd yonr feeling and 
your motivtw. 

Mr. GAHDBra Bboord hmwK- January i9, iMd 


know tin imminae weight of yonr great authority in 
with the party and those who follow ite lead and I ' 


ition mm 
I Mil 


eoiad M. agMn y a king 


1 raoslved yonr kind letter of the 13th iiiRtant yesterday at 3-30 p.m. I had 
almoat despaired of ever hearing from yon. Please excuse my impatienoe. 

Yonr letter gladdens me to find that I have not loat caste with you. 

My letter of Slst December wee a growl against you. Yours is a counter- 
growl. It means that you maintain tliat 3*00 were right in arresting me and yon 
were sorry for the omissions of which, in yonr yiitoii, I was guilty. 

The inference you draw from my letter Is, I sm afraid, not correct. I bero 
re-read your letter in the light of your interpretation but 1 liare failed to find your 
meaning in it. I wanted to fast and should still want to, if nothing comas out of 
our correapondsnee and 1 have to be a helpless witness to what is going on in the 
country, including the privstione of tlie milUone owing to the unirenal eeatelty 
stalking the land. 

It 1 do not accept your interpretstlou of my letter, you went me to meke a 
positive suggestion. This, 1 might be able to do» ogly if yon put me among the 
members of the Working Committee of the Congreae. 

If I could be convinced of my error or worse of which you are evidently 
aware I should need to ooneult nobody so far as my own action is concerned, to 
make a full and open confession and make ample amends. Kut I hsve not any 
conviction of error. I wonder if you saw my btiter in the Becrctary to the Qovern- 
ment of India, of 23rd September, 1942. I adhere to what I have said in it and 
in my letter to you of 14th August 1942. 

Of course, I deplore the happenings which have taken place since 9th August 
last. But hsve 1 not laid the whole blame for them at the door of the Government 
of India ? Moreover, I could nut express any opinion on events which I cannot 
influence or control and of which 1 have but a oue-aided account. You are bound 
prima facie to accept the accuracy of re^iorts that may be placed before you by yonr 
departmental heads. But you will not expect me to do so. Such reports hsve bmore 
now often proved fallible. It was for that reason that in my letter of Slst Deoon- 
ber 1 pleaded with you to convince me of the correctness of the information on 
whioli your eonviction was based. You will, perhaps, appreciate my fuiidamental 
difficulty in making the statement you hsve expecM me to make. 

iliis, however, I can ksy from the housetop- that I am at confirmed a believer 
in non-violence as I have ever been. You may not know that any violenee on the 
part of OoQgresa workers I have condemned openly and unequivocally. I have even 
done public penance more than once. I muat not worry you with examples. The 
point 1 wish to make is that On every such occasion I was a free mao. 

This time, the retracing aa 1 have aubmitted lies with .the Government. You 
will forgivd me for expressing an opinion challenging yours. 1 am certain that 
nothing but good would have resulted if yon had stayedf your hand and granted me 
the interview which 1 had announced ou the night of the 8 th Auguet I was to eetie. 
But that was not to be. Here, may 1 remind you that the Government of India 
have before now owned their mistara ? Aa for instanee, in the Punjab when the 
late General Dyer was condemned ; in the United Provincee when a eonier of a 
mosque in Oawnpme was restored ; and in Bengal when Partition waf annulled. All 
these things' were done in spite of great aud prevloaa mob violence* 
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1’ will 


__ 

Tb.H . 

MniDnSr ^ coarhiee a# tbit t w«t WtMg 
II jtm wttni me to Biake oof pionpiel oe bebetf of the Coogmi fOtt liiookl 


TWi ^ 


I up >oiir mind to end tlin inpeme. 

If 1 nm otwenin or hATe not miwmd eonr letter fully pleiee point ant llw 


1 hAve no meninl ri«eryA*Jog. 

I find Hint my lettero to you ere eont throngh the Gownment of BombAV. 
nil prooednre most inTolvn some lorn of time. At time ie of the cMonee In thin 
mnttnr, nerbApe yon will imue instructiooe thni my lettm to yon mty be eont 
dheetly by the Superintendent of ihia onnip. 

VlCBBOT On CONOABSB & TBB DieTUABAROBB-^JeilAarif fl, tM 

Mnny thenln lor your pemonnl letter of the 19th JennAry, which I hoTe tael 
reoeired, end which I need not eny 1 hoYe rred with cloee enre end Attention. Bnt 
1 Am Atill, I fenr. in the dark. 1 made eieiir to you In my IaaI letter ihet, however 
leiuetently the course of events snd my fAmiliurity with whet bes been tAking 
plnee has left me no choice but to regard tite Ooiiipreas mevement, and you ae lie 
Authoriaed and fully empowered spokesman at the time of tfie decieion of leet 
Angnatf aa lesitonaliile for the aad campaign of violenoe and crime, and revolution- 
ary activity which lias done so mucii harm, and so much intary to IndM eredit* 
ainee laat Aognat. 1 note what you aay about non>violenoe. 1 am very, glad to 
read your unequivocal condemnation of vlolem^, ami 1 am well aware of the impor- 
tance which you have given to that ariiole of yniir creed in tlie paat but the events 
of these laat ‘mouths, and even the events thst arc happening today show that it 
has not met with the full support of certuin, at any rate, of your followera, and the 
mere fact that they may have fallen short of an ideal which you have advocated la 
no answer to the relatioiii of those who have lost their lives, and to ihoae themael- 
vea who have lost their property or tuff* red severe iujury sa a result of violent 
aetivitiet on the part of Congress and its sup]>ortcrs. And I cannot 1 fear, aooept 
as an answer your suggestion that **the whole blame’* has lieen laid by yon yonraeif 
at the door of the Government of India. We are dealing with fsets in this matter 
and they have to be faced. 

And while, as 1 made clear in my last letter, I am very anxious to have from 
you anything that you have to say or any sfiecific proposition that you may have 
to make, the position remains that it is not the Government of India, but Congreaa 
and yourielf, that are on their jiistificsticN< in Uiis mailer. 

If thermre you are anxious to inform me ihat you repudiate or dissociate 
yourielf from the resolution of the 9ili August and the policy which ihat reaolutton 
repreaents and; if you can give me appropriate asburances as regsnis the future, 1 
shall, I need not say. be very ready to consider the matter further. It is of course 
very neoeaaary to lie clear on that pmnt, and you will not. 1 know, take it amiss 
that 1 should make that clear in the plainest possible words. 

1 will ask the Governor of Bombay to arrange that any communication from 
you ahottld be sent tbxoogh him, which will, 1 trust, reduce delay in its transmia- 
lion. 

Mk. Gandhi’s Third lAtTm^Jaiiaary 89, J948 

1 must thank you warmly for your prompt reply to my letter of 19th instant 
1 wish I could agree with yon that yonr letter is clear. 1 am sure you do not wish 
to Imply by cleariiesa simply that you hold a particular opinion strongly. 1 have 
pleaded and would continue to plead, till the last breath, that you should at leaat 
make an attempt to convince me of the validity of the opinion you hold that the 
Augnat Beaoltiiton of the Oongress is responsible for the popular violence that 
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arrest of principal Congress workers. Was ' . . 

of the Government responsthle for the reported violence T 

You have not even said what part of the Augnat Besolutibn la bad or OMSivo 
in yonr opinion. Tint Resolution ia in no way a retraction by the Coogiese of its 
pblUm of non-violence. It ie definitely acaiiiel* Kaaciem in every ebape or form. It 
lendera fiiMiDeration in the war effort nndn eircumataneea which alone eeis malm 


tendere ccHjperation in the war effort ondn eircumataneee whiu alone eeis malm 
dtotlra Mtt MtUonwida eo>«|ier^>ii poiribte.' ... 

I. dl tUa OMB to npioMh T ObjeedoD nxj be nieed to that danw ol tta 
Baaohitioii lAMi oontemiMad elfU dl w teeiBaB a e : but ttat itadi eaaiiot aenaillBta 
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■a objietlon tiooe the.priodple of eidl difobcdienee io inplicdlj ooneeded in whni 
if knoim at the ''(HmUii-lrwin Pfet." Even that ddl diaobedinDee. waa not to be 
alarted before knowing the reenU of the aMating for which I wee to aeek from yoit 
•0 nm^ntment* 

The:., take the unproved, and in my o^ion, unprovable, chargee hnrled 
againat the Oongreaa and me by ao reaponmle a.mlniater aa the Secretary of State 
for India. 

Snrely I can say with eafety that it ia for Govern ment to ]uatify their action 
by aolld evidence not by mere iptB dixit. 

But yon throw in my face the facte of murdere by pereona reputed to be 
OoDgreaamen. I eee the fact of murdere as clearly, I bofw, ae you do. My anawer 
ia that the Government goaded the people to the* i^nt of madneaa. They atarted 
leonine violence in the ahape of the arreeta already referred to. That violence ie 
not any the lepi ao becauae it ia orgaiiiHcd on a a^aie so gigantic tliat ii displaces 
the Mosaic Law -of truth for tr nth by that of 10,000 for 1— not to mention the 
eoroliary of the Mosaic I aw. t.e., of noii-reaiaianiw aa enunciated by Jesus Christ 
I eaunot> interpret in any other manner the repreaaive meaaurea of the all-powerful 
Government of India. 

Add to thia tale of woe the privations of the poor milltoue due to India-wide 
aearcity which 1 cannot help thinking might have been largely mitigated, if not 
altogetber prevented, had there been a uouadde National Goverument reappnaible 
to * popularly elected aaarmbly. 

If then 'I cannot get eooining balm lor my juiin I most resort to the law 
ptesoilbed /or satyagraViis. namely, a fast a«*cordtng to capacity. 1 must commence 
after the early morning breakfast of February 8 a fast for 22 days ending on the 
morning of March 2. Uaiiuny, during my fsats I take water with the addition of 
of tall a. But nowadays, my ityaieni refuses water. This time, therefore, 1 propose 
to edd juices of citrus fniii to make water driitkable. For my wiah ie not to 
feet onto death, but to survive the ordeal, if God ao willa This fast can be ended 
sooner by the Government giving the needecl relief. 

1 am uot marking this letter itersuiial as I did the two prevloue ones. They 
were in no way confidenlial. They were a mere personal appeal. 

The Government have evidently ignored or overlooked the very material fact 
that the Congress by its August Kesolutioii ssked nothing for itself. All its 
demande were for the whole people. At you soould be aware the Congiees wai 
wUliug and iweimred for the Government inviting Q. A. Jtnnah to form a National 
Government eiiuject to such agreed adjustments ss may be necessary for the 
duration of the war, such Government being responsible to t duly elected assembly. 
Being ieolated from the Working Commiltco except tihrimati A'arojtm Dsvt, I 
do not know its present mind. But the Committee is uot likely to have changed 
its mind. 

Lord Linmthoow'b Reply— F ehruary 5 th . 194 S . 

Meny thinks for your letter of January 29, which 1 have just received. I have 
read, as always, with great care and with eveiy anxiety to follow your mind 
and to do fall justice to your ergument. But I fear that my view of the reepon- 
tibility of Congress and of yourself personally for the. lamentable iBsordeie of last 
antnmn remaiDs unuhaned. 

2. .In my last letter I said 'that my knowledge of the fecte left me no 
eholoe'bat to regard the Congress, movements and you as its authorised and fully 
empew er e d feeder, at the* time of the decision of last Anguat as resimasible for the 
campaign of vioience and crime that aubsc-qiiently broke ont. In reply, yon have 
reiterated your reqneat that 1 ahodM attempt to convinee yon that my ppinion ia 
oonect. '1^ would readily have neponded earlier to that teqaeat .were it ^not that 
yonr letters have woi indication, sndfa as I ahould have been entitled to expect, that 
yon sought the inforinatiou with an open mind. In each of them you have ex- 
pieeeed profound distrust of the publiahed reports of the recent happenings, although 
ID your last letter, on the bails of the same information, you have not hesiteted 
to fay the whole hlame for them on the 'Government of India. In the aame letter, 
you nave stated that I cannot expect you to eccept the accuracy of the offioial 
report! on which 1 rely. It is noi tiierefore, clear to me how yon expect or ever 
diiilte me to convinee you of anything. But in fact, the Government A India have 
never mede any secret of their reasons for bolding the Congreae end its leaden 
reeponaible lor the deplorable acts of violence, eabotage and terroriam that have 
ooeiized alnee the Oongreee Besolntion of Augnet 8 dedaied a "mass etroggle** in 
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•opport of its dfsmtndft, oppoiiitecl jmt m its louder and niitlioriMd all Conmo* 
men to art for tbameeleei to the event of interference with the leadenhip oi the 
movement. 

OONCBRTKD PlaW 

A body which paasee a Eeiioliilion in anch terns is hardly entitled 1o disclaim 
lesponsibility for any events that foUoaed it. 'ihete is evideiiee ifant you and vonr 
friends exiweted this nolicy to lead to vi^ence and that ton were prepared to 
condone iL and that the vtoienee that cnaned formed part of a conoerted plan# 
conceived loiig before the arrest of OoiigrcHMi leaders. general nature of the 
case against the Congress has been publicly stated by the Home Member, Govern* 
ment of India, in his siwecli in the Central i^islative Assembly on hlepterobsr 
15 last, and if you need further information I would refer you io it. 

I enclose s complete copy in case tnc PreaM versions (hst you must have seen 
were not sutKcient. 1 need only add that ail the mass of evidence that iiss since 
come to light has confirmed the conclusions then reached. 1 have ample itffor* 
mstioii that the campaign" of ssboiHge has been conducted under secret instruetkme, 
circulated in the name of the Allrlndia Congress Coinmttiec ; that weU-hnowvi 
Oongressmen have urgsuised and freely taken pait in sets oi violence and murder ; 
and that, even now. an underground Congress organibatioii exists in which, among 
others, the wife of s mcmlier of the Congress Working Committee plays a promiment 
part, and which is actively engaged in planning the •bomb outrages snd otlmr acts 
of terrorism that have disgusted the whole country. If we do not act on all thia 
information, or make it publicly known, it is because the time is not yet ripe ; 
but you msy rest assured that the charges agaiiisr the Ooiigross will iiave to hs 
met sooner or later, snd it will then be for yon snd your colleagues to dsar 
yourselves before the vorld if you can. And rf, in the meHtiwhilo. you yourself, 
by any action such as you now A(j])ear to bo contemplating, attem|U to find an 
easy way out, the judgment will go against you by defsufit. 

GaKoiii-lKwnff Pact 

3. I have read with some surprise your statement that the principle of civil 
disobedience is imuiicitly conceded in the Delhi settlement of March r>. 19.11, wlilch 
you refer to ae the '*Gsndhi*lrwin Pact.** I have i^aiii ior>ked at the document, 
ilB baais was that civil disobedience would Im 'VffecUvely discontinued’* and Uist 
certain reciprocal action would be taken by (government. It was iohereiit in such a 
document tlist it should take notice .of the existence of civil disobedience. But 1 
can find nothing in it to suggest that civil diaobedience was recognised as being 
in any circumstances legitimate. And I cannot make it too ploin tliat it is not 
so regarded by my Govern ment. 

4. Tu accept the |)oint of vies wbt«*h you put forward would be toooucede that 
the authorised Government of the country, on which lies tlie rMponsibiliiy for 
maintaining peace and good ordt-r, should allow subversive and revolutionary 
movemcDts, described by you yourself as o|)en rebellion, to take place unchallenged ; 
that they would allow preparations lor violence, for the interruption of eommn- 
nlcatioiis, (or attacks on innocent pei wnis, for the murder of police oflicers and 
others to proceed unchecked. M^ Government snd I are open indeed to the eliiuge 
that we should have taken drastic action at an earlier stage against yon and against 
the Congress leaders. But my anxiety and tbatof my Goveniment, has ihrou|(hotit been 
to give you, and to give* the Congrc^io orgsuiaathni, every possible opporiuinty to with- 
draw from the position which you bsve deckled to taks up. Your statements of last Jnne 
and July, the original resolution of the Working Committee of July 14, and your 
deelaiation on the same day that there wsa no room left for negotiations, and 
that after all, it was an 0 |)en rebellion, are all of them grave and significant, even 
wit^ut your final exhortation to **do or die.” But with e patience that waa 
perhaps misplaced, it was derided to wait until the resolution of the AH-lmtta 
Oongrtss Committee made it clear that there could be no farther tdeiaiion of the 
Congresa attitude if Government was to discharge its responsibility to the people 
of India. 

5. l«t me in conclusion say how greatly 1 regret# having r^ard to your 
health and your age, the decision ibat you tell me that you now have it in rafod 
to take. 1 hope and pray that wiser counsels may yet prevail with yon. Bat the 
deeiaion whether or not to undertake a fast with iu attendant riaks is clearlv one 
that must be taken by you alone, and the respoosibillty for which and tot ita 
eonaequencea must rest on you alone. J tmet eiiicrely that in the light of what 1 
have aald yon may think better of your leeoluUon ; and I would wdooma a deehrion 



W lUHATMA OAMDBinS FAST [ nw ouBi- 

OB fimr port to tUbk bitter of it. not oolj beceoie of mj own Bitiml idooteDeo 
to tee TOO wilfnllp liek fomn Hfei. bnt beeetoie 1 ifpord tbe nee of n feet for politf* 
eel porpOMi ee e ton gl noUlieel bleekniiit ( Himaa ) for wbieh then enn m do 
nuwil JnetiflefttioD, end oodcretood fron joor own preriooe writinipi tbel thie wee 
alio fonr mw. 

He. GlVDBl'ii Fooevb IjmEMr-^Pabruary 7. ms 

1 hEVi to thank joa for your long Tepl| dated Fehrnary 5 laat. 1 wonld take Tonr 
teat point fliat, iianwly, the eontemplalea net wieh begine on Febniary 9. xonr 
letter, from a aatjagrabi'e etandpoint. ia an invitation to faat No donbt the na- 
ponaibiliiy for the atop, and ito cone^ncnooB will be eokly mine. Yon have allowed 
an espreeeion to alip tom yonr pen for which X waa nnpnpend. In 
the oondading acntcnoe of the eeoond paragraph yon deaeribe the atop aa an attempt 
'*to And an cny way oat.** That yon. aa a friend, can impute anch a baae and 
oowardty motive to me p a aam eomptehemdon. Yon have alao deacribcd it aa 
form of political blackmail.** And yon quote my previona writinga on the anbieet 
agaiottf me. 1 abide by my writings 1 hold tliat there ia nothing incoiiaiatent In 
tMm with the eontemplateo atep. X wonder whether yon have yonraelf read thoee 
writinge. 

I do claim that I have approeebad yon with an open mind when I aaked yon 
to oonviuoe me of mv error. **Profound dlatraai** of the pnbliahed reporta ia in no 
way incoiiaiatent with my having an open mind. 

Yon aay that there it evidenoe that leave my frtenda out for the moment 
— **expeeted this polioy to lead to violence,** that I waa 'prepared to condone it^*' 
and that *'the violence that enened formed part of a conoerM plan coiioeived long 
before the arreat of Oongreaa kadera.'* I liave aeen no evidence in aupport of an^ 
a aerioua cliaii^ You admit that part of the evidence haa yet to be publialied. The 
apeeeh of the Home Member, of which yon have favonred me with a copy, may be 
liken at the opening apeeeh of the proaeention counael and nothing more. It 
oontaina unsupported Imputaliona againat CongreaenieD. Of conrae, he haa daaeribed 
the violent oatburat in graphic language ; but he baa not said why it took place 
when it did. You have condemned men and women before trying them and hearing 
their defence. Huxely there is nothing wrong in my aaking you to ahow me to 
evidenoe on which you hold them guilty; what yon aay in your letter carries no 
conviction. Proof ahonld eorreaixnid to to canons of Engliah juriapnidence. 

If the wife of a member of the Working Committee ia actively engaged in 
^'planning to bomb outragea and other acte of terrorism,** she should be tried 
before a court of law and pnniahed if found gnilty. The lady yon refer to could 
only have done things attnbnted to bar after the wholesale arrests of Anguat 
9 last which 1 have dared to describe as leonine violence. 

You aay that the time is not yet ripe to publish the charges againat to Con- 
^greaa. Have you ever thought of the poaelbility of their bciiig found baaeleBB when 
toy are put before an impmtol tribunal ? Ur tot some of Uie condemned persona 
might have died in the meanwhile, or that some of to evidence that the living can 
produce might become auavailable f 

Priecipiji of Civil Disobedibnob 

I reiterate the statement that the principle of civil dieobedlence implicitly 
conceded in the settlement of March 5,1931, arrived at beween the then Viceroy on 
liebalf of the Government of India and myadf on behalf of the Congreas. I hope 
you know that to principal Congreasmen were discharged before that settlement 
wan even tboimbt of. Ceortain reparaiions were made to Congreasmen under that 
settlement;^ Civil disobedience waa diaoooiinned on certain conditions being fulfilled 
by the Gov^nment. That by Itself was In my oidnion, an acknowledgment ^ Its 
legitimacy, of conrae under given cireumatanoes. It, therefore., eeima somewhat 
atranga to find yon niainlain tot civil disobedience **caunot be recogniaed as being 
in any cireumstaneea legitimate** by your Government. You ignore to praetiea 
of tlie BriUsb Government whieh haa neognlaed this legitimacy under to name of 
"paaaive reeiatanee.** 

Laatly you read Into my lettera a meaning which is wholly inconaiatent irith 
my declaration, in one of ihm, of adherence to unadulterated noa-violenoit^ 
you aay in your letter under reply that *WeptaDoe of my point of view wdUldSI 
to coDcm that to autoriaed Govemmeat of to countiV on which Uea 
leepoiiolbilitice for mamtainlng peaee and good order, abonld dlow movementa ti^ 
lake plare tot would admit prepavataona for violence, inteimptkm of ecMumunioa- 
lionai te atiaoka on bmootait pataonsb for muideia of polloe offioeia and ollien to 
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pmNd midireML’* I muit He e etreaga f^d of ponni wimi pov baitere to be 
oepeble of wMn^ for reooniiltioii of en^ tMnRi m lawfol. 

I hoTO not attempm on ezhenetive reply to the ?le«a and atflienaiita 
afctribntei! to me. This ia not thn pltee, nor the time, for tiieh a reply. I bare 
only plrked out thoee ihiiiK« which in my opinion, demanded aa Imiudiale anaiiar. 
Yon have left me no loovihfile for emaplnp thn oiM I here net before myM. \ 
beidn ii on Febmary 9* with the Hennct ponnlble conoeienoe. Ihiepile fom deeerl* 
ption- of it an **a iora of iiolitical blaemail,** it In cm my imrt meant to bo an 
appeal to the hishent tribnnal for imiat^e whicii^l hare failed to anciifa from yon. 
II 1 do not anrvive the ordnd, 1 afinll |pi to the Judgment 8ea witn the fnlleit 
faith in my innooenoe. Poaterity will lodge between yon nn lepmaentatiro of no 
all-powerfal Government and me aa a hnmble man who hat tried to nerve hie 
eonntrv and humauitw UuRiiudi it 

mj lail letter waa written mnainni time, and. therelbie, a material paragfanb 
went rir aa poataoript T now send herewith a fair eopy tytmd by Pmnylal who 
haa taheik Itnhndno DennPn place. You will find the pontnoript paragraph rentmed 
to the place where it nhonld have beeii^ 


Tba following annezniea containing Mr. ChmdkCt letter lo the Viceroy on 
Angint 14 lent, the Vioeroy'n reply thereto, end Mr. Oandhi^i letter to the 
Sedntary^ Home llepnrtment Government of Indtn, New l>eibi, wore reletoed te 
pnhlientiotf with the Gandhi- Viceroy correnimndenee. 

AvvKxoBa 1 — Mr. GAirnRrs lbttir— dupturf u, IM 
Dear Lord Lhilithgow, 

The Government of India were wrong in precipitating the criait. The 

Govemmeot Rmolaiion inetifying this step ia full of diatortimia and miareprenen- 

tationa. That you have tlie approval i«f your Indian roHengnen ean have no 
iKgnideance except this that in India you can ^Itrayn command mich nervioen. That 
eo-operation in an miditioaal jnstiilcation lor the demand of withdrawal irreapectlve 
of what people and partiea may nay. 

The Government oC India ahouid have waited at leaet till the time I Inangnimled 
mam action. I have publicly etatcd that I fully oonteroplat^ aeiiding yon a letter 

before taking concrete action. It waa to be an am^l to yon for an impardal 

examination of tlie Congreee caae. Aa yon know the Oongreea haa readily filled in 
every omiiiBioa that has been diaoovercd in the conception of ita demand. Ro ennid 
1 have dealt with every dtflicnUy if you bed given me the onportiinliy. Tlie 
prwnpitflte actio^i of tiie Guvernment li-ada one to think that thay were afraid that 
Uie extreme caution and gradiialiicaa wiih which the (vongreea waa moving towarda 
direct action might make world opinion veer ronna to the Oongreaa ae it had 
already begun uoiug, and expose the hollowiieis of the gronnda for the Govern* 
ment*B rejection of the CoiigreMS demand. 'J'liey ahonld uuely have waited for an 
antheiitie report of my eiHiecheB on Friday and on Saturday night after the imaaing 
of the reaolntioii by the A.I.O.C. You would have found in them that I would 
not haatily b^in action. You ehould have taken advantage of the interval 
foreriiadowed in them, and explored every tnimibility of eatiefying the Oangvem 
demand. 

1116 ReBoIutioii eaye : **The Government of India have waited patiently in the 
hope that wiser couneefe might prevail. They have been dieappointed in that hope.” 
I euppoae “wiser coaueeU’' here meana abandonment of ita demand by tho Oongim. 
Why ahonld the abandonroeut of the demand, legitimaie at all timea, be hopM for 
by a Government pledged to guarantee indeivendence to India T fa it a challenge 
that oonid only be met by iramediato repreeeion iiiatead of |iatieiit,TcaaoDing 

wiih the demanding party ? 1 vciitore to anggeet that it ia a long draft npon 
die credulity of inaiikind to say that the acceptance of the demand would jdungo 
India into confuainn. Anyway the aiimroary reit*cttnii of the demand haa piungod 
the nation and the Government into confusion, llie Congreaa waa making tvory 
effort to identify India with the Allied cause. 

The Government Rbbolution 

The Government Reeoliiiion aaya : “The Govemor^Genoral in Commil 

baa boon aware too for aoma daya pait of dangerona preparatioiM 

by the OongreM I*arty for unlawful and, in aoine caaea, violeiit 

actlvidea diraeted among other things to ioterruptioo of e4>mmanieatioei and 
public utility aervicai, the organisation of atrifcea tampering with the loyalty of 
Ooverameut aervauia and iaterfiarenoe with deieaoe maatuies iaeiadiAg leetaitaiiai.” 
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TUI it^ jnoM diitcirtkm of reolUy. Violence wee nem eontempkWd *t mj 
•UUE i. A definitioo of ohet could be Included in nonnoleiifc uclion hee been 
interpiet^ in u eiiiieter nud ^ibtle menner, ne if tlie Ooiiicvhn wm prcfiemig fur 
^lent eetioii. KveryibinK wnfl Oiieuty dieciuMMl emotiic Ooii«reee cirolce for 
nofhlnK wee to be done eecretly. And why ie it temperlnic with your loyeliy 
'If 1 ew you to give up e {ob whtvh it berming Uie Britinh people 1 

Inet^ of pnblianiug bOhiiid (he beckit of principal Coogreieinen the nrieleiid- 
:ing pereaciiphe. tne Oovernniiint. immcdiiitely they cenae to know of che **prepentienB** 
should iwe brought to book the .pertiee ooucenicd with the prermtione. Thet 
would heve been the epproi^rriete oottree. By their unaupporUtd ellcjiatimie ju •the 
Beeolution they .have laid themeelvee .o\m to tiie charge of unfair lUsnlifijg. 

The OongreiM .oiOvement waa intended to evoke in the (leople the aMaeuee .of 
aaorifioe* aufficient to compel Attention. It waa intended to demnnetmte dhat 
measure of popular support it bad. Waa it wise at this time of the day to seek to 
euppieaa « ^^ar 'movemeot avowedly non-violent T 

OOMOinB O.FFBa 


Hie Oovemment Bcaolutioo further eaye: “Hie Oongreaa ia not Tndiah month 
idece. Tet in the iatereata of aecttcing their own dominance and in imranlt of 
th^ totalitaxiafi peKcy iti Icadera nv^ eonctantly imiwdcd the effurie made to 
bring India to full rtationhood.** It ia a gross libel thus to accuse the oldest 
national organisation of India. Tliia laiigui^e Ilea ill in the mouth of a Govern- 
ment which has, as can be proved from puhtiahed accorda, coiiaistciitly thwarted 
every national effort for attaining freedom, sad aonght to a'lpftresa the OougresH 
by hook or by crook. 

Tne Govern men t of India have not condescended to rouaider (he Oongroas offer 
that if aimultaneously with the declaration of the iiidepcndcnoe of 1 ndia, they could 
not trust the Congress to farm a stable provisional Government, they should ask 
the Moilim League to do so and that any national government formed by the 
League would be loyally aecjepted by Uie Oongresa. Such an offer ia hardly consis- 
tent with the change of totalitarianism against the Oongresa. 

list me cxaniino the Government offer. 'Tt is that as soon as hostilitiea 
ocaie. India shall deviae for heraelf with full freedom of deeision and on a 
basis embracing all and not only a single party, the form of government 
which she regards as most suited to her contlitiona.'' Has thia offer 
any reality about it ? All partsea have not agreed now. Will it be any more 
possible after the war ? Anil if the partiea have .to a(*t before iiidepeudrnco la In 
their lands? Purtir-a crow u,> like ..^nahroomH, fur witii' iit tToviiig iL-ir rei.t«arii- 

^ ... . _ L .. j . 

may do 
Hence 

.the logiral cry of withdrawal first Only after the end of British power and a 
fundamental change in the political atatua of India from bondage to friHxioiD, 
will the formation of a truly repreaentatlFe Goveinmeut, wherhor provisional or 
permanent, be posailile The living burial of the author of the demand has not 
twwlvwi tUe dwnlloek. it hM M!gr«w*«l it 

'Jlien the ItcHoluiion proceeds Hie suggestien put for want by the Congress 
Party that the millioiia of India, uncertain as to the fiituns arc ready, dtspiie the 
ead leaaona of ao many martyr countries, to tliniw thciuaeiveH into the arms of the 
iava^re. ia one that w Government of India cannot accept as a true reprriieiita- 
lion of the feeling of the iicople of ihis great country." I do not know about the 
millionCi but I can give my own evidence in aupiion of the Ifougreea staiemeiit 

Dkfkvcb of luoiA 

Tt ie open to the Govern meut not to believe the Cougreea evidence. No 
Imperial PowerMikee to be told that it la in imril. It is because the Oongresa is 
anziona for Great Britain to avoid the fate that has ovrrtokeii other Imperial 
Foweia that it asks her to shed iroperisliain voluDtarily by declaring India inde- 
pendent. ^e Oongreea has not approached the movement with any but the 
Irimdlieat motivei. The Oongrese aeiAa to kill imperialiem as much for the take 
of the Britiaii people and humanity at fur India. NotwitbaU’ndiug the 

eoiitrary 1 maintain that the Oongiesa haa no iiitereata of its own. apart froii that 
ol tha whdia of India and tha world. 

The foliowiiig pemege from the DeroimiioD ia the Besdlutioo ie interesting t^“Bat 
on them llee the talk of delendlag India, of malnUining India’s capacity to wage 
war. of aafigiiecding Indie’s inteKets, of holding the belanee between the diieient 


their lands? rurtir-a crow u,> like ..^nanroomH, inr wimi' iu !Toviiig iL-ir rei. 
tative character, the Government will weleoiiie ihero as tiiey have done in tlic 
iiid if they, the panies, oppose the Ontigneas and ira nctiviticH. though ihcy m 
lit! homage to independence, frnstration ia Inherent in the Gove.ument otftT. J 
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i of har pao0a without ffltf or Imur’* All I oiu was to that It to u 
jr of train amr the expertonoe of Biagupoie und fioimu. It to aed 

to find the Governmeiit of Inoto dtoiming to wAd the^'beliuMM*’ between the iMwitoi 
te whieh it to itaelf demonitrebly leoponiible. 

Tbb DncSiAniD Oadsb 

One thing more. The deetored eaoae to eomnon between the Qofimment of 
Indie end ns. To put it in moot oonerete tenne, it to the pioteotion of the freedom 
of Chine end Ruesie, The Govern ment^of Indie think that the freedom of Indie to 


not neoeeeen for winning the eenoe. I think ezectly the opposite., I have teken 
Jewaheriel Kehrn ee my rndtouring rod. Hie peraonel eonteoti make him feel mnoh 
more the misery of the impending rain of China and Rueeia then I oen- 4 uid may I 
eay than even you can. In that miaery he tried to forget hie old quarrel with Im- 
pciialtom. He dreade much more than ] do the soeeeee of Faeoism and Neetom. I 
have argued with him for days together. He fought against my position with e peeeion 
whieh 1 have no words to deseribe. But the lo^e of facts overwlieimed him* He 
^ded' when he saw clearly that without the freedom of India that of the other 
two wee in great Jeopardy. Surely you are wrong in having impriaoned eneh e 
powerfnl friend and ally. If, notwithstanding the common cause, the Qoverameot^l 
anawer to the Congress demand ia hasty repressioti, they will not wonder If 1 
(toew the inference that it was not so much the allied cause that weighed with, the 
Britleh Government as the auezpreesed determination to cling to the possesaion of 
India aa an indiepeneable part of imperial policy. This determination led to the 
reieetion of the Oongrees demand and precipitated repression. The present mutual 
alaai^ter on a scale never before known to history ia suffocating enough. But the 
•laoghter of truth accompanying the butchery and enforced by the falsity of 
whi& &e Resolution is reeking adds strength to the Congress posHion. 

It causes me deep pain to have to send you this long letter. But, hownvor 
much I dislike your action 1 remain the same friend you have known me. I would 
atill. plead for reconaideratlon of the Government of India's whole policy. Do not 
disregard the pleading of one who claims to be a sincere friend of the British peopto. 
Heaven guide you 1 

ANNBXURft II 

Tbb Vicbroy'8 Reply— dugusf ee, J94A , 

Thank yon very much for your letter, dated Anguit 14» which reached me only 
a day or two ago. 

I have read, I need not say, what you have been good enough to say in your 
letter with very cloee attention, and I have given full weight to your views. But 
1 fear in the result that it would not be imssible for me either to accept the 
oritictome wbi^ you advance of the Resolution of the Govecnor-Geueral in Oonaeii, 
or your reqneet that the whole policy of the' Government of India showld he 
leoonsidefed. 

Abnbxtjbb III 

He. OABDEl’k LBTTEB to tbb BbOBBTAEY, GOVBRVIIBVT OB IVDXA 
(Homb DbpABTMBBT)— B9, 1949 
Sir, In epite of the cborua of apptovaii anug by the Indian Coaaeillore and 
othen of the present Government policy m dealing with the Oongresa, 1 ventaie to 
Miert thai bad the Government but awaited my contemplated letter to H. E. the 
Vioeray end the result thereafter no calamity would have overtaken the eoantry* 
The reported deploxabte destruction yvonld have moet certainly been avoided* 

la qdte dl all that has been said to the country I claim that the 
OoiMpEcei policy etill remaine unequivocal non-violent. The wbokeale arreet 
of tSe OcMigreaa leaders teems to have made the people wild with rage to the point 
lotoBB edf-eoDtrol. I feel that the Government, not the Ooiigfese, are reeppnelbto 
for te Beetnietion that has taken plaee. The only right coarse for te Govern- 
ment eeeme to me to be to redeaee te CongreM lendere, withdraw all repreeeifo 
meaeniee and explore ways and meant oi coDciliation. Surely te Govemment 
have ample leeonzeee to deal with any overt act of vibleDoe. Bepreeeloii can only 
hiaed dieeontent and bitterneie. 

Shu* I am petmittad to nedT* nawapapm. I fad that I owa it to iha Go«0> 
nMBt to cive BT nattton to dw aad ksppmiDK* tat tha eoontrj. If tha Ooratii* 

Mot tUBk that aa a priaoDar I haae no tfgbt to oddnaa aacdi — 

ttaf kaae but to aay ao. ond I will not rapaat du Biati^ 

Son ;—A fonnsl admowMCtowi >0 tUa lattar. 
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na text of oerteio letten. that paMed batmen tba Additional Seeiatery to dia 
Qofamnant of India in the Home Department and Mr. GandM, ia poblidied to 
•applaniaak the Viceroy-Gaodhi eorreepondeDca. Here are the letten : 

Sir Richard Tottenham’s Letter, Febmary, 7th. 1943 

Dear Mr. Oantfhi, 

The Gorernment of India hare been informed by H. £. the Viceroy of yonr 
Intention aa communicated to him of undertakinfc a feat for 21 daya in certain 
circametantsca. They hare carefully conaidered tlie poaition and the conclnaiona that 
teey hare readhed in the light of attch conaideration are aet out in the atatement 
of which a copy ia encloeed, which they would proiH)8e, in the event of yonr main- 
taining your preaent intention, to release in due course to the Preaa. 

Tim Government of India, aa yon will aee from their statement, would be very 
reAuetant to aee you foat, and I am instructed to inform you that, as the statement 
makes clear, they would propose that, ahoiild you peraiat in your intention, yon will 
be set at liberty for the purpose, and for the duration, of yonr fast as from the 
time (I its commencement. . During Uie period of your fast^ there will be no 
cd>]ectiMii to yonr proceeding where you wish though the Government of Indie trust 
that you will be able to arrange for your accommodation away from the Aga 
Khan's Palace. 

Should yon for apy reason find yoiirse^ iinslile to tske advantage of these 
arrangements, a dociaion which the Government of India would greatly regret, they 
will, of course, suitably amend the statement of which a copy is now endoeed 
before it iasnes. But they wisli me lo rrucar., with all earnestneas, their anxiety and 
their hope that the coiiHideratiuna wiiich nave carried ao much weight with them 
will equally carry weight with you, and tiiat you will not pursue your present 
tentative proimaal. In ttiat event no oecssion will of cciirae arise for the Issue of 
any atatoment of any kind. 

Yours sincerely, 

« . « „ . ^ Tottmthaii. 

Mb. Qawdhi’ 9 REPl4Y~-Fa6rimry, .s\ 1943. 

Dear Sir Richard, 

1 have very earefnily studied your letter. I sm sorry to ssy that there is 
nothing iu the correaiKuidence which has taken place between His Excellency and 
myself or yonr letter to warrant a recalling of my intevtlkui to fast I have 
mentioned in my letters to U. E. the conditions which esn induce prevention or 
suspension of the step. 

If the • tem|)orary release is offered for my convenienoe, I do not need it I 
■hall he quite content to take my fast as a detenu or prisoner. If it is for the 
eonvenienee of the Government, 1 am sorry I sm unable to suit them, mneh as I 
should like to do so. 1 can say this much, that 1, as a prisoner, shall avoid, aa 
far aa Is humanly possible, every cause of inconvenience to the Government save 
what Is inherent ,iti the fast itself. 

Tlie imiiending fast has not been conceived to bo taken as a free man. Oir- 
onmstanece may arise, as they have done before now, when I may have to fast aa 
a free man. If, therefore, 1 am released, there will be no fast in terms of my 
eorrearaidence above-mentioned. I sliall have to survey the situation de novo 
and decide what 1 ehould do. 1 have no desire to be retessed under 
pntenees. 

In spite of all that has been said against mo, I hope not to belie the vow of 
troth and non-violence which iaioiic makes life livable for me. I say this if it is 
only for my.^wo satisfaction. It does me good to reiterate openly my faith i^en 
outer darkness surrounds me as it does just now. 

I must not hustle Government into a decision on this letter. I understand 
that your letter has heeu dictated through the telephone. In order to give the 
Government enough time, I shall suspeud the fast if necessary, to We^eeday 
next, lOih instant. 

6o ftf as the statement proposed to be isaued by the Government is concerned, 
and of which you have favoured me with a copy, I can have no opinion. But, It 
1 might have, i moat ssy tiist if does me an injustice, llie proper eourse would 
be to publish the full correspondence and let the public judge lor themselves, 

fciiB Rigbaeb On Govt’s Posmow— /’ekmary, p, ma 
Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

I am instructed to acktiowleige the receipt of your letter of February 8; 1943b 
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whidi hM been leid befoie the Govornor-Qeiierd in Oonneil. The Government of 
Indhi noted year deeieion with greet legret. Ilidr position lemeilmi the seme, thet is 
to eei^ thev nre reedy to eet you nt liberty for the purpose end durelton of your 
hMt But. If yon ere not prepered to tebe edventege of tbet fert^ end If ^ feat 
while , In detention, you will do so solely on your own lesponslbiliiy end et your 
own risk. In thet event you will be et liberty to heve yonr own mediM ettendente 
end elso to leodve visits from friends with the permisaioii of tiie Government 
during its period, bultnble drafting eltereiions will be made in the stelemeni whieh 
the Government of Indie would, iu that event issue to the Press. 

Resigoatioii of Viceroy’s Executive Members 

The following ioiiit statement was issued from New Dttlbi on the JStb Febmari 
1948 by Messrs, if. S, Aney, R. Sarker and Bir H, P, Moily : 

**Our resignations from H. K. the Governor-Generars Council have been 
ennonnoed and all that we dfsirc to do ia to say by way of exulanatinu that 
oertein differences eroiie on wlmt we reganled as a fiindsmeiital iHsiie (the iaaue 
of the action to lie taken on Mahatma OanUhi's fast) and we felt we could no 
longer retain our oHices. 

'*We wish to place on record our warm apprcc^intion of the oourteay and 
conaideration U. E. the Viceroy extended to us throiighoiit Uie |)criod daring 
which we bad the privilege of being associated with him in the Government of 
the country.’* 

OoVSaNMISNT COMMOMIQm 

The foliowirg Press commttiiiqtie wss issued on the previous day. the 17th. 
Febmary ISSSi-'lbe Hon. Sir A, kMy k. b. r, the lion. Mr ff. Sarkar 
and the Hon. Mr. if. S, Atiey having icndurtnl ilicir • icsfigiuitioii of the office of 
Member of Che Governor-Gcnerars Executive Council, His Excirllenty the Governor- 
General has accepted their rosigiiationH. 


The All Party Leaders’ Conference 

Opening Day — New Delhi — 19th. February 1943 

Mu. RA3AnoPALAClIARl'K At>l>RKHS 

Aliont two hirndrSd leaders, Hindu, Mnslitn, I'siai and British, from all 
parts of the country, met at New Delhi on the ISth. Febmary 1848 to give 
expression, as Mr. C. Rajagofialarhariar iu his addicss of weliMune ssidL 
'*lo the feeling in this country that Mahatma Uandhi should be enabled to end 
hie fast.” 

Among those present at the ronference were: Mr. M, S. Aney^ 
Bir Aideshar Dalai, Mr. ./. R, />. 7'ata, Mr. C, RnjntfojM/nrhari, Mr. BhulabUtai 
Deaai, Dr. S, P. Maakprjw, Bir Maharnj Sivyh, Mr, K. M. Mun»ht\ Dr. M, R, 
Jayakar, Mr. AMnl Qaiyum, Bir Jagdinh Pranad, Mr. Allah Jinx, Mr. Arthur 
Moore, Master Tara Sivyh, Bir A, H. Ohaznari, Mr. (J. D. y<ir/o, Bir Shri Ram, 
Mr. G. L, Mehta, Seth Watchavd Hf'rachnnd, Mr. Kaitfurhhni Lalhhai, Mr R. 
M. Joshi, Jir, B. S. Moanje, Jlaja Mahtt.shwftr Dyal, pHcdit //. N. Kunsru, tlie Kcv. 
J. Meckenzie, Mr. K. Sriuivasrin, the MuharaJkuMar of Viziaiiagram. Mr. K. S. 
Roy, Dr. P, N, Bannerjve, i^ardax Sant Shigh, Mrs, Saralu iJeri ('hnudhurani, 
Mr, ZahirudfHn, Khtraja Hannan Nizami, Dr. Shaukat Aumiri, B« th R. K. iJalmia, 
Mr. K, C. Neogy, Mr. N, C. Chat/ei jre, Mr Shatndan P. Giduani, and Oyani 
Kartur Singh, 

Mr. Jfajagojtalarhnriar^ii 0 {iening address was ampliriefl hy loud-speakers and 
was listened to hy IKX) iieople, including hoy and girl siiidents who stood outside 
the tent in which the meeting was held. 

“Tliii gathering.” said Mr. Rajugopalnchari, “is a source of great eoiisolstioti, 
If not strength, on the present grave oiTeaaioii.” 

Mr. Rajagopalachari added : "Kvery heart wotilJ he gladdened if, by any 
means, Mahatmaji could be released snd his fnst (*otild tenninste. 1 do not thinx 
there can be any dtitoenco of opinion on that {snnt, though there may be 
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gf opinta •• lo th 0 pollelai and pioKnnufiM bm tbu to time poteMd 
by lftlwtma}i or otiier peopie/* * 

Patting himwlf the qneetioii vhet ttiey had met for, 8r. RajagopalaehaH 
eidd : **We neve met ee fer ee I nnderete&d, In the eidrit ol the Seriptnre to whieh 
Ifebetmeji ie etteehed.^ that we ehonld db whatever we can do, not minding the 
reenlte or caring lor the fmitlon ol oar lahoure.** He added that ttiey had gathered 
there to give expreeaion to the feeling in thie eoantry that the Mahatma ehonld 
be enabled to end nia faei 

BbLEABB will EABB SlTDATlOH 

BeferriDg to the correepondenee, Mr. Sajagopaladhari aald that Mabatmaji 
had undertaken what he called a laat to capacity. He went in some mattera by 
the minimum and in other mattera by the maximum. He had iudged hie oapadty 
and tidmn the pie^e to undergo a laat lor 21 daya. A twenty-one day a* faat wae 
a terribly over-eatimated limit he had placed over himaell, but having placed it, he 
wae not in a pcmition to reviae it. The Government apprehends that releaaing 
him would create difficultiea. But Mr. Rajagopalackari declaied, on behall of the 
eonveneriA that the moment^he wae releaas, the work of the Government would be 
eaaed and would not be made difficult. 

After dealing at length with the legal and other aapecta of the documenta 
publiahed, Mr. Rajagopalachari aaid : '*We aak that he ahould have the opportunity 
to review hie poaition and give hia advice to the country.*’ 

OOMlflTTliB DbAFTB RbSOLDTION 

After the apeech, the meeting aet up a Committee to draft a reaoliition to be. 
placed before the Conference on the next day. The membera of the Committee included, 
Mr. Sajagopalaehariar, Pandit Kunzru, Mufti Kifayatullah^ Khwaja Hassan 
Minamit Sheikh Mohamed. Zahiruddin^ Dr. Moonjee^ Dr. Shycma Prasad Mookerjee^ 
Hr. Bhulahhai Deaai, riir Mdharaj. Singh, Sir A. H, Ghaznavi and Mr. Allah Sux, 

The drafting committee adopted a reaolution urging the relaaoe of Mahatma 
Oofidht. 

Second Bay— New Delhi— Btith. February i04B 
SiB^. B. Sapbu’b Spebob 

The aecond day’a proceedinga of the Conference began with two 
■dnutee’ ailent pnyer in wnieh afl preaent joined. 

Sir Tej Mahadur Sapru, nddreaa.ng the gathering, amid frequent cheere 
laid : I am overwhelmed by the gravity of the oceaaiOD, and I feel anre that all 
of you are equally overwhelmed by it. i think I can nay 1 have joined you all 
OB thia occaeion in demanding the oiiconditional releaaq of Mahatma Gandhi 
with a clear conaciene (cheerH). JNo one knows better than Mabatmaji bimaelf 
^t by conviction I have always oppoeed civil dinobediencr. 1 have no hesitation 
in saying that I much vegreth'd the resolution passed at Bombay and no one baa 
follow^ the course of events since then with greater regret than 1. I have not 
heaitated to express my eandid, frank and uiiambiguoua opinion that it waa to me 
a matter td the deepaat regret that acta of sabotage should have taken place in 
thIa country. Sir Tej Bahadur bad no doubt that while those gathered in the conference 
dissociated themaelvea from acta of rebels and while they made appeals to the 
Mahatma and bis friends to do everything they could to restore an atmosphere of 
calm and peace, they also expected that if Mahatma Gandhi was releaa^ 
unconditionally that would be the fine preliminary step towarda reconciliation 
whieh waa the Immediate need of the country (cheers). 

Mjdiatma Gandhi had baen called a rebel, but, said Sir Tej Bahadur, there 
waa cidled Smuts who waa rendering the greatest possible service to 

the Empire. There waa another rebel called De Valera, whom the British Govern- 
ment wanted to remain in the Empire. 

**1 believe,** Sir Tej Bahadur declared, **that one lesson which is reinforced 
by British history is that the Britiah Government baa always aettled with rebels 
nlher than with loyalists’* (more cheers and laughter). **I am nqt downhearted 
when Mahatma Gandhi is' put down by the Home Member as a rebel. I still live 
in the hope that there will oe a aettlement with these rebela and when it takes place 
men like you and me will be iframed” (lai^bter). 

BIr Tej Bahadur refuted the argomcot that the Government could not 
negotiate with Qandhm beoanse be was a "rebel.” 

Taking the aamaoe baek to the time of the Iridi Treaty, Sir Ttj Bahadur 
liferted to the opinion recorded bv Hr. Churchill suggesting that Hr. LUrgd 
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0iom emd in sfipliinK ‘Hranaadodf o&almgbto” withonl maklog liimt 
oAr”. Tbe time had eome when (be Britiah OoTernment remembering (heir hietcoi 
end tredltiona end remembering also (he ehange in the eituetion end the irmree- 
rible urge for freedom in (hit country, ehould win over the rebele. 

ebled here are actuated by only one motive and purpoee, and that it that %e 
moat ace to It that Mahatma Qandhi’a life ia aaved.” 

ADBBEENCI to KON-VlOLBNOa 

"Here ia a man whoae apjpeal to the imagination of the country ia beyond 
doubt, who ia going to end hie life. It la open to you to criticiae it, but you can- 
not alter the met And if it ahould malerialiae and if unfortunately be abould 
die within • the next twenty-four or forty-eight houra, I tell you, the taak of 
reconciliation between the Britiah nation and Hindua, I ahould tike to aay, the 
Indian nation, would become extremely difficult (cheeral. The talk of reoonciliMOn 
not only between Hindna and Mualimi but between the different aeotlona id the 
country will become next to impoaaible. 

"1 have read the eorreapondence and the only interpretation I can place ia that 
ao far aa Mahatma Oandhi ia concerned, bia adherence to the doctrine of non- 
violhnee ia aa great aa it ever waa" (renewed cheers). 

It waa ^ain after the Orippa failure and the Allahabed meeting of the 
A* I. 0. 0. that the aituation waa deteriorating. If the Congreaa and Mahatma 
Oandhi were to be held reaponaible for the situation, no less were Government 
responsible. 

Sir Tej Bahadur went on : "I do not wish to deviate from the main issue 
and that is that we shall do the beat we can under the circumitances to aave his 
life in the hope and belief— in my ease it is more thin bclief—that if be ia released 
thh taak of reconciliation will be taken in hand by him. 

"We make on this occasion an appeal to the civilised conscience of 
Great Britain and the United Nations and we do aay that If it la intended that this 
conntiy shall settle down to conatruotive work, then it is absolutely necessary 
that Mahatma Oandhi should be released. 

"Personally 1 am not in a very hopeful frame of mind because If Government 
intended to release him they would not have accepted the resignation of three 
members. Bat whatever may be the situation we have fQi our duty. We have 
got to show that we are anxious for reconciliation for settling down for constructive 
work and we are insistent that Mahatma Oandhi should be releasMl at once*'. 
(Prolonged cheers) 

Resolution 

The Conference passed with acclsroation the resolution moved by Dr. M, B. 
Javakar, giving expression to the dinire that in the interest of tbe future of 
India and of international goodwill, Mahatma Oandhi should be released immediately 
and unconditionally. The following ia the full text of the resolution : 

"This conference representing different creeds, communities and interests 
in India, gives expression to the universal desire of this country that, in the interest 
of the future of India and of international goodwill, Mahatma Oandhi should be 
released immediately and unconditionally. *ihis conference views with tbe itravest 
concern the serious situation that will arise if tbe Government fail to take timely 
aetion and prevent a catastrophe. This conference, therefore, urges tbe Government 
to releaae Mahatma Oandhi torthwith." 

Mb. Jayaxab*8 Addbbbb 

Dr. M, R, Jayakar, moving the resolution, mid bis plea was that the release 
waa easentially neceasary in the interests of fairness end Justice, 'ibis fast, Dr. 
Jayakar declared, was in Mehstma OandhVa conception ttie last reaouree of 
expreasing proteat against frustration. Six months had passed since Mahatma 
(hmdhi and Oongressmm were arrested. What had Government done doring this 
period to exphdn and Jastify their accusations against the Congrecs except lepeatiug 
thoce ehergeef 

Nbbd Foe Oampaioh ir Country 

Dr. Bhyama Pratiad Mookerim, whole-besrUrily e^istiim ^ with the 

imohitioo. mli that the demand for the unconditional release of Oandkifi riioold 
he mode from a non-controvcraial ptank ao that bia lUe may Im epored, "Let Bir 
Thi Bahadur Bapru and DoeUw /ayaktar come oat with ns to lead puhlle oploioa 
In the eoutqr-^ 
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Sir MaharaJ (Iiidinn ChriRtian) vrhob-licartrdly ARBOciated bimiielf And 

hiA community ivith the resolution. He eaid. "I am not a believer in the ethica 
of faetintt, hut 1 urt:c tluit so far as it is litnunitly poflflibie the ralnable life of 
Mr. CiBiidlii should be sHved. trieniiuienls ai.d emotions me parts of human nature 
and all of ua sie movid to our iiiiieimost de)fths vhen a Terr great tragedy is 
about to befall us. Dur duty is clear, we must do oiir best to save Mr. Gandhi's 
life.” Sir Malmiaj referred to the i.inlitligow-Gandhi (‘orrespondeiioe and parti- 
cularly to Mr. Gaudhi'a declaration that he had unequivocally aud publicly 
condemned violence on the part of Congressnicn In the psat, but that was when 
he was a free man. Sir Mahara) Singh was contideut that givni his freedom, Mr. 
Gandhi would hare adopted a similar attitude towards the August ^sturbanees. 
Sir Maharaja Singh was equally coiifideiit that the de.ith of hlr. Gandhi 
under detention would leare a trail of racial biiterioBs ahich it would be difficult 
to remove. 

Sir Haji Kassem Mitha, a member of the Coniu il of State, from Bombay, 
■upportiug the resolution, referred to the fact that the Mahatma was revered by 
milTions in India. 

Master Tara Singh (Sikh leader) associated himself and his communitv with 
the resolution. Proceeding, he asBured tlu' confcniue that he was with toem on 
any step they intended to take to Implement their demand. 

Dr, McKemiii, Priiicij)al, Wiiaou College, Bombay, said : “We, members of 
British Missionary sooieties, are in very close touch with the pcoule of India. 
We take no part in politics. We are outside the sphere of political controver- 
sies. I« therefore, make no charge against anyone. Onr inlerests in the con- 
ference is to preserve Mr. (laiidhi's life and the restoration of gooiiwjll in the 
country. As Oiuistiflua, we liold th.d goodwill will be ivs-orcd if l\[i\ Gandhi 
were alive. Wc arc alv>o concerned that thin ( Oiifciviiie niionid not end here by 
merely passing a resolution, demanding the unconditional release of Mr. Gundhi. 
We cherish the hope that the conference will be the beginning of a new spirit 
in India, the beginning of a new movement to bring all parties and interesta 
together io order to help India to reach that high position, which we all so much 
desire.*’ 

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru here read a letter from Dr. McKenzie in which he 
urged that everything should be done to save Mr. Gandhi's life. Sinniltaneoualy 
ab appeal should be made to Mr. Gnirdhi to abandon his fast. The letter also 
uiged the conference to condemn acts of violence, done in the^ name of Gongresa. 
ana in violation of Mr. Gaudhi'a principles. Lostly, Dr. McKenzie suggested the 
convening of another conference to wlflch people should come with open minds 
not committed to any principles and policies, but with tlic sole intention of reach- 
ing an agieeinent On India's problems. S^ir Tej Ualnidnr said that he fully Hbareil 


iiig an agieeinent < 

Uie view expressed by Ur. McKenzie. He claimea ttinr tiie conicrence B&ould take 
the logical step of making an approach Cor a settlement. Sir Tcj Bahadur also 
expresstd himself ojipoBed to waiting in a deputation on the Viceroy. They could 
only appeal to the Government by forwarding their n solution. 

Sir Ahdiil Haiim Gfnunari, supporting the n solution, said, that there were 
people, who disagreed with Gandliiji in )>ractical jHilitics, hut not one soul in India 
wanted him to die. If, after the release, the Govern incut found that Gaudhiji 
pursued his activities they could again take him into detention. 

Sriitiati Sarala Devi Chaudhrani supported the resolution. 

Mr. Allah Bu.v (ex-Premier of t^iiid) supported the resolution on the ground 
of iustice and fairiday. • . « , 

* Mr, A'. M. Jtmhi supjioHcd the resolution in the name of the Trade Union 
CoucreBs. 11c said that no single man had done ao much for the poorer ciaasea 
of ibie country iliau Mr. Gandhi. *Mr. Joslii protested against the use of the word 
‘political Jblackmail*' 

Maulana Ahmed Said, tf^ccretary, Janiint ill Ullama Hind, and Mr. XahiriiddiD, 
Prealdcnt, Momin Conference, further 8in>portcd tlie resolution. 

Mr. Ahiul Qtijnim (from the Frontier), supiiortiiig the reaoliitkm, asserted 
that he was voicing the feeling of l'aii>aus of the Frontier |nroviiii;f, pa lienlarly 
Khiidai Khidiuatgara. He wwnted tlie Conftreiice to deviie methods for adiieviug 

Kahir (Calcutta} anpported the resolntum aad a«id that tha 
Bengal Aaaembly had backed the demand by passing a icaolaiion almost 

L. Mehta (President, Federation of Indian Ghambeia of OoBsmeiee), 
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mpportcd the reMntion. R«ferria)! to Mr. ChnrahUl’s remarke that the eomnereial 
MMomnnity waa behind the Oongreaa, Mr. Mehta aaid that they were prond to be 
a pert of the national movement. Tlieir intereat. he laid, waa ou the aide of law 
nnd order. 'I’hey were convinced that Qandiiiii waa a force working for •ooial 
jnttice and locial harmony. That wae why there were some of the biggeal oommer- 
dal magnates present at the conference to-day. 

Mr. Randive (CommniiiHt), RiipjK>rtitig the resolution, said that the releme of 
Oandhiji would rplea^*e forces for unity for national demsiul. 

Pandit ff, N. Knnzru said surely the neopio who bad gathered at the conference 
and were demanding the releano of Gandhiji were not sttiniortprs of violenee. They 
made tbe^ demand because lhey« believ^ that Gandtuji was the biggest national 
asset the like of whom was seen once in centuries. To save his life was to serve 
the interest of international gnoilwill. His death under detention would leave a 
trail of bitterness for years to come. He claimed that in the interests of elementary 
justice Mr. Gandhi must bt released at once. 

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru put the resolution to the vote of the conferehoe, 
which unanimously adopted it. It was agreed that the resolution together with 
the names of the snpiKirters should he Kent to the Viceroy at once. 

Mr K, M, Munahi proposed and Sardar Sant Singh secomled a vote of thanks 
to the chair, which was carried. Tlie cnnfcretice then adjoiiriied. 

Resolution sent to Mr. Chnrehill & Mr. Amery 

The resolution was cabled to Mr. Churchill and Mr. Auury and a copy 
handed to Phillips at New Delhi. 

ViGEitoY’s Reply 

The following reply was sent to Sir Tej Baha lur Sapru hy the Private 
Secrets^ to the Viceroy. 

1 ]^ Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, 

Skoelleiicy asks me to say that ho has received and considered the resdu" 
tion adopted by the Couference under your Ghairrannship. of which yon were good 
enougli to'Send him a co|^ to*day. The attitude of the Government of India 
in the matter of Mr. Oandhfa fast is set out clearly and in detnil in the com- 
manique which they issued on 10th February, a copy of which I enclose for 
convenience of reference. No new factor has emerged since that date, and as the 
Government of India's communique brings out clesrly. the responsibility In 
connection with his fast rests solel^y with Mr. Oandhi, with whom, and not with 
the Government the decision to bring it to an end must rest. 

Yours sincerely, 
(bd.) J. G. Laithwaite. 


The 


Leaders' commuaique to Premier 

Oommittee of the Leadere' Conference, after its meeting on Pebmary SI, 


tdegrimhed the following communique to Mr. Winaton Churchill in lotidon 

'Three hundred public men from different parts of India representing vsrioiii 
eommittees, creeds and interests including Commerce and Industry. Landed InterestSp 
Workers, Oominuiiists, Hindus. Muslims, Christians, Bikhs, Parsis and British 
Missionaries met yesterday at New Delhi and unanimowHly passed a resolution 
Urging immediate and uneonditional release of Mahatma Oandhi whose condition 
is fast approaching a crisis. We fesr that unless immediately released he will 
pass away. 

Fast Explaiubd 


**We wish to explain to British public opinion that the Mahatma Is fasting 
only to be able to review the situation as a free man and to advise the people 
accordingly and not ou the issue of iadependence. We are convinced that the 
terme of hie letter of Beptember 23 recently puldished by Government, amoiuit to 
an naequivocal disapproval on behalf of himself and the Oongrees of all aelf 
of violence. The Chairman of the Conference, 8\r Tej Bahadur Sapru, •abmilM 
the resoIntioD to die Viceroy yeaterday afternoon and Immediately alterwaids JM 
reoeived a reply from the Viceroy declining to interfere ae no new factor had 
artean to alter the previone decUnon and encloeiug the official oommanlcation of 
Febmary 10. We deeply deplore that the advice of so many representativw and 
lemoelble mea ehonld have been eummarily turned down by toe Yieem. 

‘*We firmly believe that if the Ifehatma'i life ie apared a way .bo 0|PMtid , 
to tha pcoamtion of peace aal gooiiHII ae surely as his death at a Brttiih pfUbatf 
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will ioteniify pahlie embitkermoit The eliir((«i brought by GorerniiMnt agiinit 
tlia Mfthskma do not mt upon an azamlnatlon by any impartial tribunal or 
indapendent body of men. We firmly believe that much of the trouble which 
has arieeo was preventible by timely action on the part of Government last summer 
and that the Mahatma sbotild have been allowed to see the Viceroy to find s 
solution as he desired. 

Plea fob Bblbabb 

^Millions of our countrymen feel that the responsibility lor saving the Mahatma’s 
Ufe now rests only with the Government. We. therefore, urge that the^ Mahatms 
should he forthwith released. As under the existing Goiistitutton the ultimate res- 
ponaibility is of the British Parliament for the p^e and tranquility of India we 
request that this cable may be brought to its notice in order that it may do justi^^e 
in the matter. We are convinced that wtae and liberal atatesmanship will solve 
the Indo-Brltish problem more speedily and effectively than stern repression.** 

The Bt Hon. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Kx-Law Member, Government of 
India ; <7. Rajagopalaehariar, former Prime Minister, Madras ; Allah Buksh, ex- 
Premier, Bind, and President oT the Azad Muslim Conference ; N, C» Chatterjee, 
Working President, Bengal Hindu Maliashabha ; Bir Abdul Halim \Ohuznavi, mx.a. 
(pentral). President, Central National Mahomedan Association .of India ; Mrs. 
aaraladehi Chaudhuri^ President, Women’s Hindii-Musltm Unity Oommiitro and 
General Secretary, Indian Women's Association; Dr. AshraJ, Socialist;^ Dr. 8hau- 
katullah Ansarit General Secretary, All^India Indeiieodent Muslim Parties Feders- 
tioR ; B, T, Ranadive, Central Committee. Communist Party of India : 6*. P. Mookerjee 
Working President, All-India Hindu Mshasshha, '.and Ex-Finance Minisitjr, Bengal ; 
Dr. D. ff. Moonjit General Stv.retrary. All- India Hindu Mahaaabha ; Baja 
Haheahwar Dayal Beth^ Ex-Minister, United Provinces, and President. Oudh 
Hindu Ssbha ; Bhulahhai J Dsaat, Leader of the OpiKHiition in the Indian 
Leglslstive Assembly *; P. S. Dancryea, m.l.a. (Central) ^ H H, Kumru, Deputy 
Leader of the Progressive Party, Member of the Coauch of State and PEeaiaent^ 
Bervsnts of India Society ; Mrs. Hannah Sen, Vice-President, All-lndta Women’s 
Conference; P. Bubharayan, Member of the AlUTiidia Congress Committee, 
and Ex-Minister for Law, Madras ; J. R, D. Poto, Chairman, Tata Sons ; 
H, if. JosAi, M.L.A. (Central), Oeniwsl Secretary, AU-li»dia Trade Union 
OougrMS ; Sir Ardeahir R, Dalai, Managing Director, I'ara Iron and Steel ; 
Baehhidananda Binha, Vioe-Chanoellor, Psitna University ; G. D. Mehta^ President 
of the Federation of Indian Cbam1>era of Commerce and Industry; Kiran B&nkar 
Ray, Member, Bengal Ijogialntive AMsembly ; Mahammad Ahmed Kaami. m.lji. 
(Central); Sewa Singh Oill, Zamiadar; Humayan Kaf/ir, Vice-President, Krisliak 
thraja Parliaiuenta^ Party and Secretary, Hlndu-MusUm Unity Association: Tiie 
Rt. Hod. Dr. If. R, Jayakar, Ex-Judge, Judicial Committee of the Privy Council ; 
JT. if. MunHii, former Home Aliniater, Bombay ; Sir Jagdiah Praaad^ Ex-Member, 
Viceroy’s Executive Council. 

Premier’! Reply 

The followiug reply was sent by the Prime liinister ta Sir Tej Bahadur 
Bapru, the President of the Conference : 

“'ilie Government of India decided last August that Mr Gandhi and other leaden 
of the Congress must be detaim^ for reasons which have been fully explained and 
are well understood. The reasons for that decision have not ceased to exist and Hi> 

. Maiesty’a Government endorse the determination of the Government of India not 
^ to De deflected from thetr duty towards the peoples of India and of the United 
Nations by Mr. OandhVa attempt to seciird bis unconditional release by fasting. 

'*The first duty of tlie Government of India and of HU Majesty’s Government 
is to defend the soil of India from invasion by which it is still menaced, and to 
enable India to play her part in the general cause of the United Nations. Theie 
ean be ncHusUfication for discriminating between Mr. Gandhi and other Ooiigrew 
lesdeis. lue responsibility therefore rests entirely with Mr. Oandhi himself.^ 

Amery Echoes the Premier 

The Secretary of State for India, Mr. Amery, answering queetions in iheHouw 
of Oommoue, on we ttOi. Fahraary 1941, said that the Brituh Government entire^: 
ttreed with the desUiou of the Government of India ndl) to yield to Mr. Gandhi’i 
efforts to eoforoe his unoonditional release. Mr. Amery said: The circumatsncea in wbicb 
the Government of India found it neoesssinr to detain the Congress lesdssBnre weli 
known* Ths oocreipondsnee between Mr. Gandhi sod the VUeny pnoadiiig Mr- 
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Gi»8l]£i ImI Ifat bM fHibliihad. It oontalM no iadleatiM Ibai Miw Qiiidbi net 
*•*••• “i mntdv^ Tiolaaoe «id taboligs wbloh feUoirad 

tfi 0 mtbori^iaiion io Aoi^att iMt by Um OMgiMi P*r{y of • mM otragrioi By 
rifeotiBff tto offer of ths OoTerniiieiit of Ittdio to reletio him for ttio pom of hm 
flit Md deelorlDfc his ftit wonld bo nonooeoiory if ho woro reloofod, Mr, 
GondU to oloo mode it door thot the objeet of the mot io oimply to ooloioo hio 
nnoonditioDol releooe. 

The Qoremmont of Indio eompoied, when the deeiilon woo tokoo, of nine 
Indion ond four Europeon membere. inoIndinK the Vioeioy, deeidod thot tboy oonld 
not yield to tbie thioot (cheers). Hio Mojesty^ •Oovernment ore in ootlre oKroomoot 
with their decision. Indio bos o Titot port to ploy in the Kooerol couse of the 
United Notions. She is still herself "menooed by iiivosion. Theie oon be no JustU 
fiootion for the releose of men who dellberotely planned to parolyse India's defmeo 
nt o most oriticol moment (cheers) ond who hare shown no sIro of obandoing tM T 
criminal purpose, nor is there any reason in this respect for discrimination bstwisn 
Mr. Gandhi and other OonRress leaders. Subject to their general decision, the Got* 
ernmeiit of Indio hare wished to show Mr. Gandhi erery consideration. He to ot 
the Ago Khan’s Palace his own medical attendants as well as those provided by 
the Government and is allowed, subject to their advice and to Government's per- 
mission, to receive visitors." 

Iliere were protests ond some interruption when Labourite, Mr. fforsnsso osM 
for on early debate "in view of the very real concern in some parts of the Oom* 
mono ond the country." 

Mr. Amery replied that was o question for the Lesdef of the House to deal 
with. Replying to o suggestion that ilie situation might he eased if Mr. Gandhi was 
placed among the interned leaders of the Congress Working Committee, Mr Amtry, 
amid oheeve said, "i leave thot to the judgment of the Government of Indio. 

Labonriie, Mr. ShinweU requested Mr. Amery to produce evidence supporting 
the implication in his statement that Mr. Gandhi was responsible for the outbieMt 
of violence. 

Mr. Amery : A good deal baa been produced, but fuller matter is en route from 
Indie and will be published on arrival. 

There were cries of 'no* when Lsbuurite Mr. Kirku>ood suggested that Mr. 
Gandhi’s uneonditionsl release would be a sign of strength not weakness. 

Mr. Mander (Liberal) asked if Indian leaders had appealed to Mr. Gandhi to 
abandon his fast io public interest. 

Mr. Nicholson (Conservative) said that the Government of India was earning 
universal respect by recognition of its iirimsry duty— main tenence of conditions 
under which the mnsses of Indians could lead orderly uormal lives. Mr. Amery 
made no reply to these further points. 

Mr. Sorensm questioned Mr. Amery regarding the letter stated to have been 
sent by Mr. Gandhi to the Secretary of State. 

Mr. Amery replied : "The whole correspondence which passed between Mr. 
(Hndhi and the Viceroy and the Government of India has b^o given to the PrcM. 
No letter was addressed to me by Mr. Gandhi. The Government of India's state- 
ment of Congress responsibility for the disturbances will likewise be given full 
publicity as soon as it is received here." . , 

Mr. Sorensen said that Mr. Gandhi had referred to such a letter and asked 
Mr. Amery to enquire why he never received it. . . . 

Mr. Amery : "I have no doubt that if a letter had been address^ to me by 
Mr. Gandhi and sent to the Government of India, it would have reached me." 

Later, the Leader of the Commons, Mr. Eden rejected a request by the Labour 
leader. Mr. Greenwood^ for an early debate on India. Mr. Eden said: ./X"* 
ernment's view is that in the present state of affairs respecting Mr. Gandhi s fast, a 
debate would serve no useful purpose, indeed rather the reverse. But, of oouree, we 
will review the situation as it develops." ^ . 

Independent Labourite, Mr. Maxton asked if it would not be better to debate 
ttie situation before any tragedy happened rather than ^torwartu. 

Mr. Eden: *T did carefully consider the W*!,! to« 
ment’e considmd view that no useful purpoee would be eerved by a d e ba l e es 
preeent." 

The MahataM break* hie Fast 

Mahatr^a Oandhi broke W. tut OB tb. ti* Mwrt 1M> ai. ia .T. (ped 6jM 
aoBio aeeotding to ti«m at the Aga Khan Felaoe)o All the Ms ^ 
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hBve been BltencUng; on him doxine hif 21 dtyi* fttt wm present Beside the 
doctors only inantes of the detention enap were present 

It wu e brief bnt impressire ceremoiiy« performed with dne solemnito and 
derotion, that preceded Mahatma OandhVg breaking of the fast Mahatma Gandhi 
was in a meditarWe mood and was lying on the cot in the room where he fasted. 

The earliest to arrive at the Am Khan Palace was Dr. B. t*. Roy and at 
0 a. m. the Burgeon -General to the Government of Bombay. Mai-Gen. R, H, 
Candy, Lt-Gol. M, G. Bhandari and Lt.-Cloi. B. Z. Shah drove in. 

The im mates of the Palace sang Mahatma OandkVs favourite hymn 
**Vaishnava Janatho” and two stanzas from Poet Tagore's 'Gitanjali’* *Ujead 
Kindly Light’* and the Qiioran were also recited. 

After prayers, those present observed a five minutes’ silenoe. Witli folded 
hands Mahatma Oandhi was seen to close his eyes and to be in meditation. 

Prayers over Kssturba, wife of Mahatma Oandhi^ handed him a glass 
contatniiig six ounces of orange juice, lie is reported to have taken twenty minutes 
to sip the juice. 

Before sipping it. * the Mahnima^ in a feeble voice, thanked the doctors for 
the great •■are and atbciition which they bestowed on him and said that more than 
anything ' lee it was iheir love and affection for him that must have saved his life. 
Further, he told those preB«‘iit. thire must be someihiiig higher than the doctors’ 
power that bad saved him. 

Immediately after Oandhiji had slpi>cd the juice, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu^ who 
was dressed in a deep mauve silk sarce, rustled into the room stid servetl fruit 
juice to the doctors present. None in the room talk'^d except Mrs. Naidu^ who 
insisted that the doctors should have another glass of iui<-.e. 

liking worn out and grave, the Mahatma re'lined propped up by pillows 
on the bed. 

Dr. B. C. Ray on the Fast 

'Tull control of the mind over the body and strong determination to live, 
for which he fought every inch of the ground— this was how Oandhi it could thle 
over the crisis that threatened hia life nt one stage of the faKt”, said Dr. Bidhan 
Chandra Roy, who attended on Oandhiji, in an fcxcliisive interview to the 'United 
Press’ prior to his leaving Poona on the 4th. March. 

**GnnUhiji helped his doctors ho far a** elimination is concerned**, said Dr. 
Roy. "He tried to take as miu'h water as possible— plsin water and water mixed 
with Halts or with sw& t lime juice w:ilch ajso contains salrs. Tn the world of 
to-day phy'*ical organa of body get more and more under the control of mind. 
Many of the fihyaical funciiona like hunger and tnirst mid the different ty|)e of 
aecretioiis and excretions are heing brought more and more under the control of 
higher centres. That is why the modern man is ho complex as compared to the 
village man of older dayV’. 

'•Ill the case of OandhiJi'\ Dr. Roy ad<lrd, ^'partly as a result of the forces 
operating in all of us and partly as a result of seif •discipline, by which he has 
deliborsiely brought the physical function under the coitrol of his mind, toe 
functions of the different organa of his horly are being more and more direct^ 
by toe central nervous syntem. Tbhrcfo'‘c. our foreesHts proved to be erroneous. 
We could only depend upon the law of averages and could only give our opinion 
on the basis of what would happen to an average man under similar conditions”. 

Dr. Roy on the slfnilleaneo ot the Fast 

”1 do not know why Trovulenoe haa saved ms on this occasion. Possibly, it 
la because, He has some more misHioii for me to fulfil”, •-this was what Mahatma 
Gandhi said after the fast waa over, revealerl Dr. B, C, Roy, presiding at a 
meeting of the staff and students of the Calcutta IJniverHity held at the Darbhanga 
Hall on Che 7tli. Marsh 1S48 in observance of the 'I'hanks-giving Day for the 
■uccesafui termination of MahatmajVs fast. 

After offering hit heart-felt prayers to toe Almighty -for having saved Mahat- 
moji’s life, Dr. Roy gave his impressions of "the Upa»ya (|tenancs) of a great 
devotee" which he witnesaed. "J'he whole fast’\ he said, "was in the ufiiiire of a 
religious ceremony. If. you start from the beginning and go on to the end, you will 
perceive that the whole thing was conceived by him aa part and parcel of s 
religioue ceremony. He etarted by informing the Government that under certain 
cohditiona, he wat prepared to undertake a fast, which be called a 'capacity fast’. 
1 think the expression has not been proixirly understood by the people. The 
expieeeion *ba|)arity faei' was used in ooutradiction to another cxpreisioii which, he 
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RMd in 1032. namely, Taat unto death*. In thii instance he mentioned definitely 
that it was not his desire to die, but that he would fast for 21 days beeauso that 
was in his opinion the period which he had to-day before bhaself as a period 
of fanaaya.'* 

Dr. Roy explained that Mahattnati took citrus juice with water only to Rive his 
system suiBcient opttortunity of expelling all the waste that must have ijeen 
generating in his body in a large quantity due to the fast. He said that that 
was the only way. in which he could give himself and the doctors the oj»portuiiity 
of getting proper elimination of the waste products from the system. 

“Kept Himself In I'cne W ith Infinity** 

Continuing Dr. Roy said : ^'Mahatmaji started his fast with prayer and he 
ended his fast with prayers and throughout the iMriud, he lisd kept himself in 
tune with IiiBnity. Day in and day out, while he was being nursed by doctors 
snd nurses, he was always in a state u£ communion with the Higher Tower. 
I can asBiire you, and through you, all in the country, that the whole period of hie 
fast, the way he fought lieath, the mMiinor ^n which, from honr to hour he waiuxi 
patiently for the successful termination of the Lst, were soincthing of a privilege 
to witness. It was like watching a yagnn, like watcliing a devotee at his prayers 
and after these prayers were over, I saw him si.ut his leaning againat the 

doors, 1 dare say. to feel the presence of the Almighty nearer his heart and then 
he broke his fast.’* 

Concluding, Dr. Roy said : "Mahatmn Qandhi has been saved fur us. What 
were the forces that operated, none of us knew. We had iasued a statement on 
one day that if the fast was not ended, ii might be diiri' iift to save him. 'I'hst it 
what we felt, that is what %ve were apprcln nsivo of. Kviiiy minute during that 
fateful evening, night and the n^xt morning was iinvoilnnt. Hut ilic tide turned 
and the Almighty willed other aisc, and wc pray to God that ho might live with 
ua for many more years.’’ 


Release of Mah atma Gandhi 

The All India Leaders* Statement 

Bombay-'9th. and lOtb, March 1943 

The All-India leaders, who had been mcoling in Bombay on the 9tb. h lOtb. 
March 1948 at the residence ot In. J/. H. Jayalar^ insurd the following staP-.uent : 

**We are of opinion that the deplorsblc events of the last few months require 
a reconsideration of their |>olioy both by the (jovctnindit and the Congress. The 
recent talke which some of us have had witli Oandhiji lead us to believe .that a 
move for reconciliation at the present juncture will boar fruit. 

“U is Our ronviclioii that if Oandhiji is set at liheity, he will do his best to 
give guidance and assiatauce in the solution of the internal deadlock and that there 
need be no fear that there would be any danger to the successful prosecution of 
the war. 

“The Viceroy may bo approached on our behalf to ))crmit a few representa- 
tivea to meet Oandhiji to authoritatively aMcertain his reaction to the recent events 
and to explore with him avenues for rcconctliaiioii.*' 

The etatimeut was signed by 36 leaders, including Sir Tej Bahadur SaprUf 
Mr. M. R, Jayakar^ Mr. Bhulabhai Deaat, Mr. C, Rajai/opataohari and Sir 
Jagdtah Prasad, 

'Jhe following leaders were present at '.the meetings *Vtr Tej Bahadur 
Sapru, Dr. M. R, Jayakar, Mr. C, Rajauopalarhari^ Mr, O, D, Birla^ Sir 
Purushottamdus Thnkurdas^ Mr. Bhulahhui /, Desni^ Mr. AT. M. iiunshi. Sir 
Ardeahir Dalai, Mr. J. R, D. Tata, Mr. 6*. A. Urelvi, Mr. Walchand Hiraehand^ 
Sir Chunilal Bhaickand Metha, Sir JHomi Modi, Mr. Drvadus Onndhi, Master 
Taro Singh, Mr. S. Ramanaihan, Mr. O. L, Mehta, Alla But, Sir fagadiah 
Praaad, Mr. Kaaturibhai Lalbhai and Dr. Mackenzie. 

Mr. V, D. Savakar was unable to be preaent but aignified bit 
aiaant to the etatement iosued. Beeidea, the following leadere who eonld 
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Bol be pr ee aB t in Bmnbey wece in egreement witb the etntement end eopiee 
of the eutement were poeted to them to (ditnin their idnintnree. 

Mr. K, SrinivoBan. Mr. C. B. SfMvasan, Mr. N. Jt, Barker, Dr. FApaeia- 
groBad MukherjBBf Mr. Thakkar, Baja UaheBhwatdaytd Beth, Dr. A Buhbaranan, 
Pandit Hridaynath Kaneru, Bir Abdul Halim Ghatnavi, Mr. N, M, ZoBhi, 

Bant Bingh nud if. B, Amy. 


Leaders* Memoraadiiiii to Viceroy 

On. the let. April 1043, it waa annonnoed that the Vioerof had 
declined to giro facilitiee to Mr. Bajagopalachariar and other leaden for 
contact with Mahatma Gandhi nnder exiatiiig conditiona. The Dcpnta- 
tkm naked HU Ezcellenoy to accept their atatemeut, with certain addiiiona which 
they had incorporated in it, aa officially pr«eented to him, with a view to publi- 
cation with the Viceroy *a rmly, and to diapenae with their personal attenaance. 


HU EzcellencT readily agreed to thio requeat. 
The Leadera’ Memoranda m i 


_ _ ran aa foilowa : 

'^We are anbmitting thia memoranda m in accordance with Hia Ezcellenoyh 
deaire that he should hare a ifritten atatemeut preciiely explaining a hat we wish 
to aay to which His Excellency proptMce to give a written reply. While we* do so, 
we hope that the helpful spirit in which we approach this matter also animates HU 
Excellency and that it U with a completely open mind that he will reoeire the 
depntation. 

*We are glad that His Excellency has found the resolution of Bombay Oon- 
lerence of 9th and 10th March perfectly clear. We have therein expressed a desire 
that HU Excellency should permit a few of ns to meet Qandhiji, who is unto 
detention, to ascertain authoritatively his reactions to the events which have 
himpened since his arrest and to explore with him avenues for reconciliation. If 
HU Excellency has no objection to this, we shall avail ourselves of the opportunity 
and discuss matters with Gandhi. We will then go to His Excellency again and 
place our proposals before him. In case His Excellency has any objeotiona to 
following thia course, we should like to be informed of the objections, so that we 
may try to answer them, and for this purpose we desire an interview with HU 
Excellency* 

**We have carefully read the corres;)ondence which has passed between HU 
Excellency and Gandhi ji and which has been published. We feel that Gandhi ji 
has already expressed his disapproval of violence and sabotage, — * 
no doubt that he will cast his influence on the side of internal 
reconciliation. 

*Xhe correspondence and statements published in connection 
have themselves discouraged the disturbances and the contempUted 
Gandhiji will, in our view, further the same object. 

‘‘Gandhiji’s Help Essential for Rbstorino Goodwill** 


and we have 
harmony and 

with the fast 
meeting with 


**We feel that, though order might have beeu restored on the surface, every 
day that passes without a solution of the Indian problem intensifies the hostility 
between Britain and IndU, and renders any future solution more and more difficult to 
attain, until, we apprehend, it may become even impossible. We are convinced 
that Gandhiji’s assistance is essential for the restoration of goodwill and for a 
solution of the problem even for the interim period, including an adjustment of 
Bindu-Muslim claims. On the other hand, unpleasant as it is, we cannot help 
feeling that, refusing to permit us to have contact with Gandhiji now would be 
equivalent to a determination on the part of Great Britain that there should be 
no attempt at a settlement of the problem and no reconciliation between Nationalist 
India ana Britain. Whatever may be the immediate administrative convenience 
thereof, we hope that His Excellencv will not take up this attitude. We feel that 
though there is no present danger of Axis aggression in India, the strained relatkm 
between Government and the people is frauii^t with grave evil and all that is 
possible should be done to replace it by a better feeling. 

*As the war is getting long drawn out measures to solve the economic prob- 
lems arising out of it, as well as plans for increasing the production of food and 
other essenual articles and improving transport and distribnion as well as messures 
of control, have to be evolved. Such measures can be organised and legnlated only 
1^ a national administration or a Government that can reasonably claim to 
approach that character and is in a position to Jnatify poUeies adopted from tima 
to time although they nay involve considerable batoships on all aeotione of peofleb 
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ne litiialioa is ffrowiag more sad moreserioos erery dsy, and ms fssi that s 
Qofmasat oomunding tim lofsl end offeedoBste e(H>psrstioii of oil llm ps^ 
osn jmsdtaM for tbs period of the wsr. only If ws srs psrnittsd to talk with 
Osodbiji, oonsoU him end obtain his support The request thsl we neks is 
Intended to aohieye this MeoL It eaonot hart Uis Qovernment or' the war efibrt 
in the least and in oar view, is likely to lead to eonstroetlye resaits. 

Viceroy’s Reply to the MeoiorMiduiii 

The following is the text of His Excellpney the Viceroy^ raply ; 

•I am greaUy obliged to you for ^e expression of your riews which yon have 
been kind enough to let me ha?e» and for giring me the opportunity of considering 
It in advance. The matter is one of grmt importance and 1 am anxious that them 
should be no misunderstanding in relation to it. I made clear, in my o(wrespondenoe 
with (Sir 'IVj Bahadur Sapru, my readiness that your deputation should iu their state- 
ment amplify or emphasise any particular points in the Bombay Resolution to 
which they atteched importance and indicate the arguments on which they bas^ 
their suggmiions. I am indebted to you for the memorandum you have let me haviL 
though It is with regret that 1 do not find in it any fresh argument in support m 
the suggestions which the Leaders* Conference has put forward and that 1 do not 
hod that unequivocal condemnation of the Congress campaign of violence whi^ 
the public and I arc entitled to expect from vou as representing that inference. 

**Let me, before 1 proceed to your specific proposals, mention, thouf^ in no 
spirit of criticism, that 1 observe from the list of signatoriec that the ficreat Muslim 
eommnuity was practically unrepresented at the Conference of Leadera, and that 
that body contained no representative of the Scheduled Castes and no one in a 

S oition to speak for the Indian States. 1 observe also that the liOader of the 
iiidu Mahasabha dissociated himself from the resolution passed by the Conferenocb 
while organised 'parties, such as, the Muslim League, were not represented at Its 
delihetations. I am however, 1 need not saj, at all times glad to hear the views of 
persons prominent in the public life of tins country on the polilicsl issue of the 
day, and to give all attention to any representations that they make to me* 

**The specific proposal that you ask me to consider is that permimion ahonld 
be given for certain iiersons to meet Mr. Gandhi in detention to ascertain bis 
reaction to the events that have happened since hie arrest, and to explore with him 
avennee for reconciliation. You feel, you tell me, that Mr. Gandhi has already 
expreteed between him and me his disapproval of violence and sabotage, and you 
add that you have no doubt that he will east his influence on the side of internal 
harmony and reconciliation. And you urge that if the permission for which you 
hate asked is not given to you, the action of the Government will unquestionably 
be interpreted as meaning that they do not wish to see reconidliatiou. 

The August Dibtueoamcbi 

**I,ei me remind you first, of the salient facts in the position. Mr. Gandhi and 
the leaders of the Congress Party, after a long preliminary campaign of incitement 
were finally placed under restraint last August. At the lime when they were placed 
under restraint, Mr. Gaodhi had urged open rebellion, had adjured his followers to 
'do or die’ ; had made it clear that there was 'no room lett for withdrawal or 
negotiation* ; and had, both directly and indirectly, by his speeches and writuiA 
contributed actively to foment that sad and disastrous series of events that ms* 
figur^ the face of India during the autumn and winter of last year. Ue aud 
the Congress Party had been given every opportunity to reconsider their position. 
My Government and I had exposed ourselves to the charge that we ought to have 
taken action against them much earlier and that we ought not to have allowed this 
campaign of violence and sabotoge to develop. But our forbearance met with no 
reward and we were left with no option in the interests of the security of India 
and.htt defence against Japan and against the other Axis Powers but to Uke the 
action that was taken last August. , ^ ’ * u t.- i ^ 

'^Unhappily, the arrest of the leaders did not prevent a shocking campaign m 
organised vicAeoce and crime for which preparations bad been made before tboce 
arrwta took place. The paper published by the Government of India clearly indi- 
cates the full reeponsibility of tiie Congreas and of Mr. Gandhi for that camprign. 
The encouragement which it gave, whim it lasted, to the Axis Powers needs no 

emphasis, its effect on tbe wsr effort was severe. It resulted in most material 
damage to communications and to public and private property, and in murder 

of nM^y innocent pereoni, who had no coooern with, or intereet in, the political 

iMoes intdlved. 
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’*Dai|iite the fact that Mr. Gandhi and the Worldiig Oommittee have had full 
aec eee to reliable aecoouta in the Preae aince A^et laat, tliere haa never been 
aD7 condemnation of iboee activities by tlmm. They have not dissociated them- 
selves from the resol otion of last Ao^^nst irom which so many of these evils flowed. 
Mr. Gandhi's advice to *do or die* still stands on record ; and while order baa b^ 
restored and the rebellion put down, no one can surest that the country did not 
pass through a period of grave danger ; and that while the Congress crew remains 
what it is, we would again be expose to that danger if the Congress and ita 
leaders*are again given foil liberty of action. 

**No Wish oh Mr. Gabdbi's Past to go Back" 

"You mention that you have seen the correspondence that has passed betweed 
me and Mr. Gandhi. I would draw your attention to one most imfiortaot point. 1 
put it to Mr. Gandhi, in terms (for I thought that must be his intention) that if I 
was right in thinking that he wished to go back on the resolution of last August, 
to condemn what bad taken place and to give suitable assurances £or the future, 
1 would be very ready to coneider the matter further. Hie reply made it quite 
clear that 1 had mieunderecood him and Uist that wae not hie wish, and maiteri 
stand at that point. 

"Thereafter, during the time of Mr. Qsndi's fast, there woe the fullest oppor- 
tunity for certain of his trusted friends to make con tact with him and many 
indeed of those who were present at the conference in Bombay had the opportunity 
of seeing him. Mr. Gandhi, had he so wished, could then, as he could have during 
tlM time preceding his fast, or to-day, have repudiated the violence for which 
Congress was responsible, could have indicated his readinese to resile from the 
Congress resolution of August last, and could have given Bf^siirunceH for the future. 
But nothing wimtever positive bss emerged as s resiiit of those contacts, any more 
than from the correspondence that passed between Mr. Gsndfii and myself, and I 
have no reason to believe that Mr. Gandhi is any more ready now than he was at 
an earlier stage to repudiate the policy as the result of which the Congress leaders 
are at present under detention. 

**Now, gentlemen, I have done my very best in the time that 1 have been in 
this country to try to improve relations ana to try to get the parties together : and 
I do not think it can be suggested that I have been unsympathetic, or that 1 have 
not throughout been genuinely anxious to i^ive all the help 1 cair to tlie improve- 
ment of good relations and to the solution of India's political problems. II, 
therefore, in the present instance I am unable to aoeept your propoials, it is not 
from any lack of anxiety to see the atmosphere improved. But on me there rests 
a very definite and specific obligation, and tbe same obligation rests on my Govern- 
ment. It is tho duty of both of us to ensure |)eaoe and good order in this country : 
to see that India is defended against Japanese and other Axis aggression ; and to 
make certain that nothing is allowed to happen that would further the interests of 
the enemy, interfere with the war effort of the United Nations or create internal 
strife and tumult. So long as that is our obligation, so long as tbe C^ngiress 
policy remains what it is, there esn be no question of any alteration in onr attitude 
towards the Congress. 

"No Sugobbuon of Chang b of Heart" 

**I have already pointed out that ndUier from Mr. Gandhi nor from the 
Congress is there, or has there been, any suggestion of a change of mind or heart. 
I'hey bad the op)>orlaiiiiy and have the opi^ortunity still to abandon that policy. 
With every respect for }oi]t good intentions and your anxiety to see a nappy 
solution^ 1 cannot agree to give special facilities such as you ask lor contact wna 
Mr. Gandhi and tbe Congress leaders while conditions remain as I have dcMribed 
them. 

**If, on t^e other hand, Mr. Gandhi Is prepared to repudiate in lull the 
Congress resoluiion of last August^ to condemn equally those incitements to violence 
whi^ are represented by his rdereiices to 'open rebellion', bis advice to Congress 
followers to 'do or die’, tbe statement that with the removal of the leaders the rank 
and the file must iudge for themselves and the like ; if, in addition, he and tbe 
CoDKRSS Party are prepared to give assurances acceptable to tbe Government for 
the future, tbe matter ean he considered further. But till then, and while the 
Oohfipm attitude femains iinchaiiged, Government’s first duty is to the people of 
Indtiu and that duly it intends to discharge. It is not to be deflected nom that 
duty by suggestione, Ol-founded as 1 believe them to be, that by doing its duty it 
frill im to hittemess and ill-feeling. I do not bdieve that to be me ease. Bat 
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even if H wm» th^ it the pripe that the Government matt pay for diidiarging itt 
mjMntibiliiiet to the people of India, and I feel certain myaelf, that the people of 
Ipdw KpptMiate fmiy the denKerotti eod einieter eberecter of the Oongme eiuniMien 
cd iMt yeet-from which eaeh greet eeetione of then stood wholly eloof-nuid the 
threat which that campajirn represented and would represent again If it were reviv^ 
to the safety and tranquillity of this country. 

“Essential Pebliminary por a National Govt." 

“I would add only one word more You speak of the importance of a National 
Government. 1 quite agree with you, and my endaavonrt during the time that 1 
have been here have been devoted to forming at the Centre a Government aa 
repreaentative and ss broadly baaed as can i»e found/ in the present circumetances 
in India. But the fact that you suggest, that It is only if you ere permitted to 
consult Mr. Gandhi that a genuine Xational Government can be formed, shows 
that, so far from realising the true character of a National Government, you 
contemplate that that Government ahouid be nominated with the approval or a 
aingle political leader acting independently of oth^r parties and other leader! in 
thia country. Not on these lines ia progrcKS to be made. No National Govern- 
ment can properly be so descriiiKd nnleas, an in the United Kingdom, it ia fully 
repfesentative of all parties and sections of the people based on thrir rrady co- 
operntion with the Government and with one another, united in the proaecution of 
the war for the ohjectivts of the United Nations, of such s character thst ita 
establishment soothes instead of aggravating coniroversy. The essential preliminary 
to ^at is thst agreement between parties, communities and interests which I have 
ben so anxious to foster, but to wbi<*h thA excessive claims nnd the totslitsrisn 
ambitions of the Congresa and its leaders have been so consistent an obatacie in 
the past." 

Leaden Urge Impartial Tribunal 

To investigate charges against the Congress 

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapruy Dr. M, R. Jayakar, Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha^ Sir 
Chuniial B. Mehia^ Raja Mahe^hwar Dayal Seth and Sir Jagdieh Praead 
issued a statement from New Delhi on the 82iid. Hay 1848 urging the appointment 
of an impartial tribunal to investigate the charges made sgsiiist Congress Leaders 
now in detention, or in the alternative, the release of those leaders so as to 
review the sitiistion and attempt a solution of the present deadlock. Tlie atatemeiit 
runs as follows : « , , 

**Oua Demand Is Fob Jubitcb' 


“His Excellency the Viceroy's recent refusal to permit any non-Congreaa 
leaders to interview iiahatma Qantm and the speeches of Mr. Amery in ^e 
House of Commons can be reasonably interpreted as indiesttiig ibai the British 
Government are reaolved to keep Mahatma Oandhi, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru^ and 
other prominent leaders of the Congress in detention without trial for the duration 
of the war. Even more significant is the denial to Mr, Phtlttpe^ the Personal 
Representative of President Roosevelt of an opportunity to ace Mahatma Gandhi, 
We. ourselves, have regretted that the Congress should have passed the resolution 
which it did peee on the 8th of August 1«42 et Bumbey. We beveeleo coodeniuri 
the sou of violence end eeboUge which look pImc • low month, ago In this 
country. Wo wish to piece beyond ell doubt thet we eeek uo condone tor 
Mahatma Oaudhi end hie chief aeeo*o»tei. We ere not petitiouere on ^tt behalf 
for clemency or tendernesa. Our demand is for justice, and no more and no lesa. 

“Grave charges have been publicly made against Mahatma OandAt and his colleagues 
and it has been suggested both in England and in India that tbs Congress l^ers 
were pro-Japaneae. To the best of our knowledge and belief there is no trui^ In 
this allegation. Mahatma Qandhi*e pacifism, known all over the world, eboiild 
not in our opinion, be interpreted as aroountiog tp his symimthy **in JaMn or 
with any of the Axis Powers. The charges brought against Mahatma Oa^hi are 
to be found in the published correspondence between the Viceroy and Mahatma 
Gandhi in Government communiquea and pampbleU and in the pronoam^entt 
of the Secretary of State for India. It is somewhat rcmarkaple that thsM chtTgee 
have been made at a time when those who could meet tliem had no opportunity of 

2aB***bcen said that nothing wat ^ier ^ 

repudiate acts of violence or acts of sabottige and to withdraw civil dlaobedt e nce. 
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Wb M that be hw alxaedy repudieled Ibe eets of fiolenoe, end it !• onr eon- 
TietiOB lliet eo bir ee be u oonoerned bie edherenee to the doetrine of non- 
Tidleooe ie m strong to-dsy si it ever wee. For onrseWes, we do not beliefs in 
dfil dtsobedienoe either on principle or si s matter of expediency, but we 
are eonttiained to obiierfe that matters were allowed to drift after the failare of the 
Grippe Missioii and no attempt was made to sfert a criiis by the exercise of 
Imiglnation and constrnctife statesmanship. 

A Body or T7NOBAU.BBroBABLB Impartiality Nbedbd 

Taking the situation as it is, we urge that the tpm dixit of the ExecnUfe 
Government should not be regarded as sufficient to justify the prolonged detention 
of the imprisoned loaders without impartial investigation. Let those exparte 
aconaations be investigated by a tribunal of unchallengeable status and impartiality 
—a tribunal ao eonatituted as to satisfy all reasonable. men that it will carry on its 
investigation without fear or favour and that its decision will in no way be 
influenced by the published views of the Executive Government We consider that 
the setting up of inch a tribunal is in the highest interests of the Government itself. 

Madame Chianti Jrat-ahel;. has recently stated in a public speech, in America 
that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru should be set at liberty and that speech was made 
after the charges against him had been broadcast to the world. Gan his continued 
detention be justifled before world opinion if be is denied every opportunity of 
defending himself T 

**If the objection to our demand Is that such an investigation into the charges 
against Mahatma Gandhi and his co-workers is not feasible during the war, 
we should like to point out that in his letter to Mahatma Gandhi dated February 
5. 1843, His Excellency the Viceroy said : If we do not act on all this iiiforruatiou 
or malm it publicly known it is because the time ia not yet ri|te ; but you may 
rest aasured that the chargee against the Oongreas will have to be met sooner or 
later and it will then be for jou and your colleagues to clear yourselvea before 
the world if you can'. To this Mahatma Gandhi replied in his letter dated 
February 7. 1943 : 'You say that the time is not yet ripe to publish the charges 
against the Congress. Have you ever thought of the possibility of Uieir being 
found baseless when they are put before an impartial tribunal or that some of the 
condemned persons might have died in the meanwhile or that some of the evidence 
that the living can produce might become unavailable ?’ It is clear, therefore, that 
so far back as the 5th of February. 1948 the possibility of these leaders having 
to clear themselves before the world was considered and maintained by Hia 
Excellency the Viceroy himself. We cannot see, therefore, any valid reason why 
that posiibility ahould not be translated into a fact at this stage. 

Govt. Most Hber Moral Basis Fob Its Actions 

To the objection that the setting up of a^ribuual will lead to public excite- 
ment our reply is that the continued detention of these leaders bad already 
censed and is causing grave dissatisfaction and a keen sense of injustice in the 
puUic mind. If Mahatma Gandhi and his colleagues are not allowed to meet 

the charges against them until after the war and are to be kept in prison till 

then the plain implication of this is that some of the most prominent Indian 
leaders will be kept in jail without trial for, may be, five years and some of them 
may even die duniig this long intervaL Mr. Amefy^e tauntingly provocative des- 
cription of such detention as 'inoeuous isolation’ has only increased public resent- 
ment. The Government may think that they are' strong enough to ignore all 
Buch feelings and that they are the sole judges as to when and whom to arrest 

and detain witliont trial for an unlimited period. Whatever may be said of such 

action on tISe pari of a Gkivernment of the people, the same cannot apply to a 
Governmeut carried on by an irremovable Executive irresponBible to the people 
of tbit country or to its legislature and in which the key positions are still in 
British hands. Whatever the legal position, the Government of India must, in 
tte oireumstaneee, seek a moral bae» fur its actions, and it ia with that object in 
view that we suggest au investigation by an impartial tribunal. 

Gonitndamcb of Statdb Qoo Bodbb III 

**We should, in conelusion, like to point out that the Defence of India Act 
Buie, under which Mahatma Oandhi and his .colleap^uee were arrested was pro- 
nounced last month by the Federal Court in an authoritative decision to be invalid. 
Instead of availing themselves of the opportunity to restore those men to freedom 
under the eenetlon of a deelsieu by the higheet judicial authority iu India, we 
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nuidatiiig otdinanot. No «dl>wiilMr of tbo eomtn on onotoMiilolo. iritL 
mn owewB, • mttnwc* of tbs piMmt itate of tUoM lAhh fONbodN lU for 
^ mulj^ MUtiM* brtwwa IndiA And Britain. TIm aanw o< trwrtmtioB to now 
daq^, if Ibm rooifmom.” 

“We linoeidy hoM tint our wigKeetion thek the tenttooiMd totobn my bo 
giTen a chaoee of eleaiing themaelfei may bo aoeepM. if Gowomont, for any 
leimo, an not pniMted to Mt up an Impartial tribnnal, than Jnftiot. no loM than 
«c|^lenoy, demand that Mahatma Oandhi and fait eolleaitaea ohonld bo oot at 
liberty ao. that they mav apply themnWee, ao free men. oo wo oipoot that tlm - wUl. 
to a nview of tho oltaation and to tiie adlntion of tbo oreoont ditailwfth In 
oonanltotion and oo-oporation with other important^rSoo. 

Gandhi wishes to see Jinaah 

Gowernment Turn Down Request 

On Ao S6th. May tho Government of India received a requeot from Mr. Gandbf 
to forward a abort letter from himself to Mr. Jinnah ezpreaalng a wlah to meal 
him. aaid a oommnniqae iasned from New Delhi, which added : 

"In accordance with their known policy in regard to oorreapondonoo or inter* 
viowo with Mr. Oandhi, the Government of India have decided that thia letter 
eannot be forwarded and have ao informed Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Jinnnh, They 
are not prepared to ,giva faoilitiea for political oorreapondenoe or contact to a 
person detained for promoting an illegal masa movement which he haa not 
disavowed and tbno gravdly embarrassing India’s war effort at a critical time. 
It rests with Mr. Gandhi to satisfy the Government of India that he ean aiMy 
be allowed once more to participate in the pdblio affairs .of the country and ntitu 
he does ao the dIsabIfiUea from which he anffeire are of hia own eheiae:” 

Mn. JlWNAfl’B JtlQl-UmD 

In connection with Gandhiji's letter, political ‘Observers lacall the words 
Mr. JSfifiaS tiaed in dhe oonrae Of Ida praaidential addeesa io the annual 
of the Mnallm Leagna at Delhi last month. 

Mr. Jinnah hadesid : **Nobody would weloome it mote than enyeelf if Mr, 
Gandhi ie even now realiy wUting to ceme to a aettlement with the Mnelim League 
on the basis of Pakistan. Let me tell yon that it will be the grealaat day noth 
for the Hindue and Mussalmans. If lie has mads np bis mind, what ia there to 
prevent Mr. Gandhi from writing direct to me 7 He ic writing lattera to the 
Viceroy. Why does he not write to me direct ? Who ie there that ean prevent 
him from doing ao 7 1 cannot believe for a atogle moment^trong at t^ 
Government may be in this country— yon may say anything you like agdnat ^is 
Gownment — I eannot bdieve that ttiy will have the dimog %o atop aueh a latter, 
if it is sent to me. It will be a very aerioua thing, indeed, if anoh a thing to 
done by the Government But I do not eee evidence of any kiod ^ change of 
policy on the part of Mr. Oandhi or Oongreei or the Hindu leadership." 

Mr. Jionah'e comment on Gowt. communique 

*Thia letter of Mr. Gandhi can only be eonatrued as a move on hia part to 
embroil the Mualim League to come into claeh with the Brid^ Qovarament aoWy 
for the purpose of helping hia fealeaaa ao that he would ba 
pleaeee thereafter," aaid Mr. M. A, Jinna^ Preaident of the AU-IndIa Mortm 
League in a statement iseued on the 28th. May oommentiug on the Delhi 

.( MW » p" « ii.- w-"* s> 

sas Jra a-KS 

tttuif wid willioK to Must Uf. vaitdhi Oi .oy fflndii totatot .pd dull te 
Brill kM to m<et bin. yot nor^ aqn«MiDK bit dnir. to m to 

Sod u .phwT.ml Mte titat I BugtEBBtad in mj Ife .gBBdX BboiiM 

writoL and boo baea now Btopped by llw GoTtonijitofc^I iBOiiTad • 


oonnniitoBtioD Iron tb. Etoentao to tbo CtofMonBo t ol lodto. 

dated Ifay 84 that Ifr. fitoa^a latter aunly «p.«aaa w a^« M 
aad tbfa totter, na OorataoMiit bar. deddad, omate ta fonraid^ to 
apaeeb wte dlrtetad to nate ft. 

BOW being 
44 


HoflM Depsri* 
to 


hy wSSn leadeciy that ttieMiialun Leajpie ehould do eomedilBg 



846 RELEASE OF MAHATBfA GANDHI [ KARACHI— 

towards the solution of the deadlock and my suggestions about the kind of letter 
that Mr. Gandhi should write, were in response to those appeals, when 1 said that 
I myself saw no change of heart. There was no evidence of any change of policy 
on the part of Mr. Gandhi or Hindu leadership atid.l referred to the recent 
oonespondenoe that had pa«*aed between Mr. Gandhi and the Viceroy, which on 
the contrary showed that Mr. Gandhi fully maintained his stand oi the 8th of 
August, 1912. But neveithcless some of the reoponsible Hindu leaders pressed 
upon me that Mr. Gandhi has now realised that he has made a mis lake and that 
be would be prepared to reconsider and retrace his steins if he were given an 
opportunity to do so and that he has changed his altitude towards Pakistan and 
would be willing to come to a settlement on the basis of Pakistan, but the British 
Government are preventing a iiiiidu*Aluslim settlrmcnt by refusing people of posi- 
tion and standing permission to eatablish contact with him for tiiis purpose. 1 
therefore, suggested that, if Mr. Gandhi were to write to me a letter indicating 
that he was prepared to retrace his steps and abandon his policy and programme 
culminating in the resolution of tiie A. I. G. 0. of the 8th August, and was even 
now willing to come to a setUement with the Muslim League on the basis of 
Pakistan, wo were willing to bury the pas? and forget it. I atill believe that the 
Government will not dtiro to hUm) such a letter if it enme from Mr. Gandhi,** 

*T regret tliat tiie Congress press m usual is indulgii»g in cheap gibes and 
slogans based on the puluioHiiou of isolated pasaf'ges from my speech and even 
those are mutilated and initiortant words arc eliminaud from them. This may 
serve aa misleading and inimical propaganda but ia iioi calculated to create the 
friendly atmoapher« which is .'SR-niinl. In my opinion, tl'.e l‘ri as and those who 
are indulging in various thoughtless sinttiii'^nts are doing great disservice.*' 

Mr. Jisanah'a Statement on letter Rt^iterated 

The position he had taken up following the refusal of the Government of 
India to forward to him Mr. Gandhis Idler was referred to at a press conference 
at Karachi on the 4th. June 1 ^43 by Mr. Jinnuh* 

Mr. Jinnah said that, ever since the Congress resoliuiou of 8th August last, 
he had repeatedly stated that the Congress di?cision was not a rebellion against the 
British Government only, but an intrrnetMue war. a declaration of war against the 
Muslim Le.igue find .Muhlim Indii, and (hat unless the CongrcHS dropped its pistol, 
there was iio chance of a seiilemeiit. '*What is the Cangress resolution of 8th 
Aufipi4^^” asked Mr. Jm.vaA, and said, *Tr. Inys down a dem and for immediate 
In&pendence, that a Nutioiud Provisional (lovornmont should be set up and a 
Federal All-India Gonstiuitiou should be friun^d, that the British Government 
•hould quit India and the National Governmnit would frame the conalitutioo ; 
and that if the demand was not coiiced<*d, civil disobedience was to be launched. 
If such a demand was accepted, it would be deceptive of the Muslim demand for 
Fakistap.” Reading pasoages from his address before the Muslim League in April, Mr. 
JiimaArinainisinea that the latter sent by Mr Gandhi was not the kind of fetter 
be bad envisaged when be had stated that the Government would not have "the 
daring to stop such a letlsr" and that the position would be very serious indeed if they 
did so. Mr. Jisinnh complained that liia April speech bad been twisted so completely 
by a aeotion of the Press and by some statements issued thereafter as to make 
one feel that "the orgauiied Uinau nreos wHl not give a fair chance or a fair deal 
to any one who doea not surrender completely to the wishes of the Congress and 
oft Mr. Gandhi^* "if you want to black it out, you may do so,*’ said Mr. Jinnah^ 
"but my pooitien la ta clear as daylight.” 

At leaat two Hindu, eontiaued Mr. Jiimah^ had the frankness to appreeiata 
his poM of view. They were Mr. P. C. /osAt' General Secretary of the All-India 
Oommunitt Fhrty, who had pointed out tbmt Mr. Gamihi*» letter had left a. loop- 
hole by not Indisatiag whether he was-goi^ to meet the Mualim Leagne point of 
^ow* and Ifiv C. Sajagtmalaekan who, in his rooent statement, hsd ooneedM that 
liia (Mr.>'nfiaA'c} oirr had not been aoowted and theiofoio ordinarily it would 
lapes although with due rospoet to Bftr. Maiaaopalaehari, Mr. JiiniioA did not see 
Hh dislinoiion the letter had drawn bstwesn natiOBal and other affairi. 

Replying to n qnsstloBsr who suggsstsd that Mr. Hnnah could not have 
known me mil eon lmii of Mr. GanM’e letter, Mr. Jinmak said that apparently 
Mr. GondM inift mmly Aspreated a dmln to meet him and nothing moie. "At 
pnasnti 1 bnvo no mmA tUa Informatloii,’* said Hr. Jinmah. 
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Sisteenth-Sessioii— New Delhi— >27lh. and 28lh. Mareh 1943 

Preetdeatlal Addreea 

The eixteenth annual aeasion of the Federation of Indian Ohamberi of 
Oommeroe and InduBtry commenced at New Delhi on the 17tb. Mareh* 194a with 
Mr* G* L, Mehta, Preaident, in the chair* Those present included Mr* C. 
BajfiQowlachari, Mr. Tuehar Kanti Ghoeh, Sir Jeremy Raieman, Sir Edv>ard 
BenihaU, Sir Jogendra Singh,^ Sir J> P. Srivaetava, Dr. Ambedkar, Mr* C* E, 
Joaee^ Mr. N> B. Pillai, Mr. T, 8. Pillay and Sir Theodwe Gregwy, 

*'We must realise that a fundamental of economic {progress is the condition oi 
the mast of people,” obserred Mr. 0, L, Mehta in his presidential speech. **Induetrial 
expansion must,'* said Mr. MMa. *‘be broadbHsed on the consuming eapaoity 
of the people and at the root of economic discontent are dire iHirerty, gross die* 
parity in wealth and income, absence of security and the want of equality of 
Oppprtnnity. Unless a social system and an economic order can cure those efils 
and satisfy the elementary needs of men, it cannot long surrive. Crores are being 
•pent to-d[ay on death and desiruclion, why are they not spent on life and on 
improring the living standard of the starving and underfed, ill- clothed and 
ill-housed humanity ? It is not a problem but an obligation to solve the eeonomio 
BialadieB from which our country suffers.*’ Mr. Mehta dealt with several important 
economic, financial and commercial questions which, have been under the 
oODSideration of the Federation and the Indian commercial world during the 
ttftr, and aaid that what they needed was to liave a National Government at 
the Centre backed by public opinion which could pool its full weight in imperial 
and international counsels and adcquatily represent Indian feelings and interests at 
the Peace Conference. 

Referring to the political background and the Oripps* negotiations. Mr. Mehta 
etated that tiie principal reason of the deadlock was the reluctsuce of the British 
Qovemment to transfer effective power to Indian hands, but given the good-wiil, 
trust and desire to achieve reconciliation, the question was capable of aaiisfaetory 
eolntlon. Even in the scheme of expansion of Executive Council, which was not 
at all adequate, the policy of distrust of India was evident* Mr. Mehta eritielsed 
•teengly the appointment of a representative of the noii-oQicial, British community 
•i a member of the Council as being tantamount to recognition of the British 
eommunity in India as a minority entitled to a separate seat. He dealt with the 
liarsietent endeavours being made by British commercial iiiUrests in India and 
b Englmid to reverse the principle enunciated by titr Stafford Cripj>$, that there 
wiHtId be no speciel protection for British capital or commercial interesta in 
and laid that there should be no limiutions or restrictions on the powere 
imd^bts of the future Government of IndU to formulate and pursue measurm 
imd *Miol*a conaidered necesaary for lafewarding Indian interests. ‘Without the 
swhetenrs of economio'and fineoclal independence politicel li a ■h*dow* 

Referrmg to Ihe qucetion of poM-war reoonitruction, Mr. Mehta eaid : ^Indla 
alona with otw Aaiatie countriee, is not prepoed to co^inut being regarded in 
tma of marketa and conoetmona or at a aource <d raw materials wd iW 
iSSw » FowMfoi coontfiM •dept to ^ 

itt ss.isr%X"^ 

to peeMw wetU vrald doI U 

wMMt or hfriliirl to eooBtriw Ito India «Ueb win hava a toft i 
aaaaaBia datotomnti Tha eiilaikn of iotcnatlOMi 
^Zna^toMaSTbattonDtotbeila limilatoMaad toautot«ama0l 

lilM|Bla'7a toaet agianBCBt with to X ?. 8. A. fa wtoyt t l toaeato^S . 
MMwa ^ nnitog ttoM'lwd or w^w ial iM 
tooaoiBtoOOiao^afw w^jji"^ daddlaf to w ili e r ot r 

to toM to* npfttto tol^T 
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etitngllMB tile iorai ai the Uoited Netiooe end nee Indim ee m beee of dpeiitioiie. 
It ie neoeeeezj for Indien opinion to aee thmt the linbilitiee of Indie ere not unduly 
widened by meldDg Indie resppneible lor ell leeae-lend eid received for Barme- 
Melnye on Middle Eeei oeu^Mugne. Beciprooel auppliee end aervices provided by 
Indhi in the iotereete of eommon defence ehould be impertielly eesured. The euthori- 
tiee ehould meke emple reiervetion in eonotuding e direct egreement so ee to 
eefeguprd Indie'n fiaoel eutonomy. At the present stage of Indie's economic, end 
indoatrlal development aa well as conatitutionel eubordinetion, the Government 
should not make env commitments which might effect the financial, commercial 
and fiaeal polidee of India in the post- war period. Jt is not a question of India 
remaining isolated from anj scheme of international economic reconstruction but 
one of aalegnarding her vital interests and of co-ordinating them in any plan of 
common benefits’*. 

Dealing nikh the principle of equality of sacrifice, between several members of 
the United Nations, Mr. Mehta said *’that equality of sacrifice cannot be demanded 
without an equality of status. We are asked to pay the piper but nowhere are 
we allowed to call the tune. Equality of sacrifice is proportionate to the capacity 
to pay and the ability to bear the burden. Incidentally, the benefits which would 
accrue as a result of this sacrifice ehould also in equity be taken into account. The 
national contribution of India must be set in relation to her national wealth 
and iqpome aa compared to the other members of the United Nations. A very 
large portion of India’s national income consists of goods and services which are 
neoeasary for bare subsistence and do not provide a source of etrengtli for any 
Other purpose. On the other hand, any impartial examination of this question 
should also take into account factors which ironstitute India’s concealed sacrifice 
and contribution to the war such as the utilisation of sterling balances in England 
at a nominal rate of interest to finance Britain’s war efforts as well aa the purchase 
of commoitities in India at controlled prices.” 

Dealing with the question of defence expenditure, Mr. Mehta said, **^he people 
of India do not desire to shirk the duty of defending their country or of ananng 
on equal and equitable basic the cost of such defence. Apart from the fact that 
the npressntatives of the Indian people have no control over the defence policy or 
over the armed forces which operate on behalf of India and no say in the foreign 
policy of the British Commonwealth, It need hardly be proved that the capacity of 
India to hear the burdens of wsr is strictly limiteef. It is slso indisputable that 
an army In India has wider purposes than mere defence of India and is main- 
tained lb aubierve imperial interests. The terms of the financial settlement are not 
fme from ambiguity and the whole question depends upon their interpretation and 
application. India naa to bear the burdens, obligHtioos sod reHponsibilitles of a 
member of the British Empire and the United Nsttons while being denied the 
cighte and powere of a eelf-governing country.” 

Referring to Uie queation of utilisation of India's growing sterling balance, Mr. 
Mehta obeerved that India is not in a position either to determine the terme of 
payment or to safeguard her asaeta. The Government of India hold the view that 
mui ia mainly a jpoitt^war problem. But this assumption cannot be aceepM because 
the qocetlon u of urgent importance. He emphasieed the nec( salty of utilising the 
sterung assets for constructivs and beneficent purposes during the war and for 
aaleguardiag its value and oonvertibility. Dominions have not postponed this ques- 
tion but have taken eare to see that iheir immediate requirements are met and their 
wllal Interests adequately aafeguarded in traoeactione relating to aterling by obtain- 
ing gold aa well aa transfer m British asaeta. Mr. Mehta criticised the eonstita- 
tlon m the post-war Reconstruction Fund which would tend to restrict and delimit 
India's puimaalng power outeide the U. K. India should not only have the ehoioe 
but also |mve me wherewitlud to make her purchaae of her capital goods in the 
cheapest and beat markets of the world. The Government should not make any 
post-war oonunitmenta abont India's sterling leaourcea whibh would aterillia our 
•terling balanees lor purehaaes ezclualvdy from the U. K. llie Government have 
hitherto to talm advantage of India^i position aa n creditor, in order to 
■trengthen her fioandal ekrueture and eoonomlo position. The problem of eterling 
•eeniraea Ofiginatee hi the Government of India having allowed foreign oonntriei 
to make pnmeate to Hi in sterling insleed of gold eeeniitieo or in onr own 
ennenay. Tf bomwlng ie to be the Govemment’o abeet-enehof dnring the period of 
emergen^, the halleMmat the ship of the State neede la the troal and goodwill 

Mr. Ifahte nM, wt hM nmlHi 
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Mnoai Itkpt in Indin^ indniUitI ttruetura and her deiiendenre of imports of plant, 
eto., which have tended to limit the eco^ end pace of industrial advance and are 
likely lo affect adverMly the post*war competitive power of our industries. The 
absence of basic machine-making industries hAiidicat>s other industries. Severs! 
mineral products of India are beinii; almost cntirelv exported in an unmanufactured 
state to foreign couptries for years at coiupnrativciy low prices. If these mineral 
resourcea are not developed within the country, it is quite conceivable that they 
would be pooled and distributed among the iiiduBtriidly devdo]^ countries of the 
wmld after ‘the war on some international plan of ailocatiou i>f raw materials and 
minmlSs While the United l^tates are building; four shiiis in a day. we have not 
built one tingle merchsnt vessel during the last four years of war. Similar unhelp- 
ful attitude was adopted m regard to the autoiiiui>iie industry. What weights with 
the authorities here and in England is not India's cronomic inierests nor Britain's 
dire needs but the post-war effetMs of Indian iniliistrial development on British 
msuufactures and exports. The American Ttrhiin ul Mission which aroused great 
expectations does not seem to have led to any appiccialile rcBiilts " 

Referring to the traiiaport sysietu of tin- country, Mr. Mclita said, “that 
althouith an integrated and co-ordinat* d tiansport nolicy for full and effective 
utilisation of all means of coinmunicatioiis is essential fo? the coonomic development 
of the country, dipping, both coastal and iiilaiid as well as roads have in the past 
been neglected owing to bias for railways in transport policy. Nor were any efforts 
made during the 21 years which intervened betwetni tin* last war and the present 
one to estaDiish locomotive, ship-building and automobile indiistrieB in the country. 
The principal cause of the strain on the railways can be traced to the neglect to 
maintain efficiency of rolling stock in the years before the wnr. During the 18 yearn 
the number of lot’oinoiives has de<*liiied unnuHlIy. We have to onpend for our 
railway equipment on other countries and have been (obliged to part with locomo- 
tives, wagons and rails from our own slender supplies. If the Indian shipping 
industry had been encouraged bv the Government many of the difficulties experienced 
in regard to maritime trade and internal transport could have )>cen mitigated.” 

Mr. Mehta, in his conchuUiig rcinarks. atress'd that industrial development 
was. after all, a part of wider economic* problem of the country and dwelt on' the 
funaameiital importance of agriculture and cottage industiies. “No one who 
desires to see India ecconomicaliy powerful should discount the imtieralive need 
of a positive and constructive social policy. We have to see that in our induatrial 
orgaiiiaatioiiB efficiency of work is reconciled with security for the worker, that the 
desire for social betterment exists along with satisfaction of immediate social needs, 
that individual initiative fosters ecconomic progress.” He said that in the task of 
economic and social reconctructioii, the redfunlion would have an important and 
constructive contribution to make, and that it should strive to be the economic 
front of a healthy and broad-based nationalism. 

Proceedings and Resolutions 
Transfer of Tower Essential 


The Federation then passed three nwoliitioiis put from the Chair on the nolitical 
situation, India’s participation in iuternationai conferences and the sale oi Indian 
silver in England. ..... 

The first resolution expressed grave concern with the political situation in the 
country and reiterated the Federation 's demand fi*r the imniediate and efTective 
transfer of ixiliiicsl power to a National Govern ns mt. The meeting urged the 
following steps: (1) an immediate dccliiiatioii of Govcrnmcnl’s leadincss to trans- 
fer effective political i-ower to tlie people of this conniiy. (2) rtlcusc of poliiical 
leaders unconditionally to enable them to review the; iHsliiice! hituHtion vilh & view 
to the establishment of a National Goveinmcni in corijunclion wiih oihcr f tilitical 
]iartic8, 

India and Post-War Con fehkn trio 

The second resolution urged the Government of India, as at |^>re(<cnt const itiiied. 
to deaist from entering into any agreement on behalf of IikIu which iiivnjvcu 
acceptance of financial, fiscal or economic principles or iKilicies hb basis for iiost-ivar 
reconstruction and would commit the future Government in India in that respect. 
The Federation demanded that in any international conferences which are convened 
for arriving at such arrangement or agreement for common objects, delegates should 
consist wholly of representative IndUne ineiuding represeJilaUyes oj the Indian 
commercial community and should in evw^y Instance be rea|ioiisible to Indian public 
opinioo and not fund ton at nomineci of Majeaty's Government* 
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SiLTBB SilLBB 

The FederfttioD strongly ditapprored of the poliey pnmied by tbs Govemmfint 
of India in tailing the aeeumnlttea atocka of Indian ailYer in the London narket 
at a low price, which compared nnfavonrably with the price paid by the Ui 8. A. 
to Mexican tellers. It urged that with a view to conterving the bullion reaerTea, 
which were already comparatively alender, they ahould immAiately atop Um aalea 
of Indian silver in London and In case of imperative necessity should adl it in 
India and fix the price of silver in consonance with the price obtaining in othm 
silver markets. 

llie Federation adopted five more resolntiona and waa diacnaaing the ninth 
when the session aiourned till the next day. 

The resolntions discussed and adopted related inter alia to the allocation of 
defence expenditure, utilisation and safeguarding of Indian sterling balances. 

Allocation of Defenob Expbnditurb 

The resolution relatfng to allocation of defence expenditure urged that India 
ahould be asked to bear only such expendttnre as was undertaken strictly for her 
own defence purposes and that the **terma of settlement ahould not be widened to 
include items of expenditure under India’s war measures which cannot equitably 
and legitimately be debitable to India.” The Federation was opposed ,to the 
allocation of capital and recurring cost of air forces expansion on fiftyoftfty basis. 

The Federation asserted that *'so long as the control of policy, with regard to 
defence expenditure remained with an Executive not responsible to the Oentral 
liSgislature, the public would not be satisfied with the mere assurance of the Finance 
Member that the allocation of war expenditure is open to audit and scrutiny on 
behalf of the Central Legislature and to investigation by its Public Accounts Com- 
mittee. The resolution demanded the immediate publication by the Gbvernment of 
figures of all purchases made in this country by His Majesty's Government and 
other Allied Governments at controlled prices and the aernces rendered at conces- 
sions rates, in order to enable a proper assessment of this country's eontributlea to 
the Allied war effort and particularly to ascertain the magnitude of the invisible 
advantages accruing to His Majesty’s Government and other Allied Governments 
out of such purchases. 

The resolution was moved by Mr. Devi Praead Khaiian. and supported by 
Messrs. A. D. Shroff and A. B. Bhatt, 

Mr. Khaitan complained that India had been obstructed in the past In her 
industrial development, otherwise she would have been in a much better position to 
render assistance in the war effort. Referring to allocation of defence expenditure. 
Mr. Khaitan claimed that the Government could secure India's full assistance if 
they associated responsible Indians, who understood the subject, with the scrutiny of 
Hat expenditure. 

Utiluation of Stbeldto Balahobb 

Sir Chunilal B, Mehta moved the resolution relating to utilisation and safe- 
guarding of Indian sterling balances. 'I'he resolution expressed dissatisfaction widi 
die manner in which the whole question of utilisation and safeguarding of India's 
growing sterling Mances was being dealt with by the Government of India. The 
deration demanded that sterling balances should be utilised to repatriate Brltirti 
commercial investments in India and **witb regard to the balance of sterling credits 
the Government of India should secure an undertaking from the British Govern- 
mi^ that in case the value of the sterling during or after tlie war depreciates in 
ierms of gold, the British Government shall compensate the Reserve Bank of India 
lev all Its sterling holding to the extent of such depreciation.** 

Sir Chunilal said that reratriatioii undertaken so far had not resulted in any 
deflation of eurreiicy in this country and the Finance Member had made not a 
rMexence to their demand for liquioating British interests in India by utillBmg the 
sterling balances. He claimed that theirs was not a political demand, but was 
bss^ on justice and fair-play. 

Sir Padampat Singhania and Mr. B. M. Bhat supported the resolndon. Bii 
Padampat claimed that the Finance Member was not right when he said that 
India’s sterling balances were growing because of Britain’s free gift to India. He 
niserted that the balances represented a mere fringe of what India was actually 
eOBti^httting to war effort. India's roads and railways, for instance, were being 
Blit to capacity, and it would require a big replacement fund to put them in 
ibifi after mo war. 
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FwT'Wab ^Ecoamvomut 

1116 tawtlnUon on ponUwnr c^ntraetioa empliMiMid that intmwMoiMl |iIhu 
and ttondarat act op by bighlj indastriaHied oomitrlM for aoonomie laoonainiolioii 
would not be neoeesenly beneficial to Indie without important qualifieationa and 
f^rfatione owing to the radically different eonditione in ^i^hieh India la plaoed. 
In imnneetion with aohemea and propoaale for the international legulatfoD and 
diatnbutiou of raw materiale of the world* the Federation made it cBwr that the 
producing country will have a prior claim oir ita produeto and it will be entirely 
free to determine the quantum of production of ita own raw materiale according to 
ita own economic needa and reqmrementa. **India will inaiat on claiining the nghi 
and liberty to utiliae her own raw materiale in the ftnt inatance, and no axtranaona 
influence ahould be permitted to impede the coon try 'a normal economic derdopment 
to the detriment of her agriculture and induatry*'. 

TIm Federation alao emphaeiaed that India diould hare full autonomy to 
determine her poet-war economic policy, primarily in aococdanoe with her own 
natioaal intereat and to collaborate with other couiitriea on auitable terme eo na 
not to iniure her own intereaia. 

Sir Sri Jlam, moring the reaolution, thought it waa really inappropriate in a 
country^ like oora to apeak of poat-war reeonatruction, becauae we had not 
really had any conatruction ao far regarding our economy. He dwelt on n 
number of aapeota of reeonatruction in India of induatry and agriculture and 
depreoatid the **oiBoially inepired rift** between the two. *^We for our part**, ha 
aaid. **ato qnite willing and anzioua to [flay our part in aaeieting In the taak of 
world reeonatruction but It la imperatire that india'a authentic roice ahould 
be heerd at the Peeoe Oonferenoe end her leedere of eommeree end ludnet^ 
and agrienlture be given their proper place ai the diacneaiona regarding poet- 
war xeoonetrnotioe**. He appealed for moiual help and patronage between larmM 
menalectoMM, baokerek iuaurance oompaniea and men of aoienee in a aonnd and 
•peedi development of our economic standarda. 

Mr. T. 2*. KrUhnammehari (South India Ohambar) emphaelaed that wlthont 
0 obange In oiif Qovernment during the oourie of the war it would be Impocalble 
lor ne to reeiet the eeonoiqic pieaaure enveloping ue day after day. He atao laid 
•treaa on the eoclologicel eap^ of the reeonatruction problem and declared that 
Indian induatry ahould adopt a policy of controlled aalf-intereat He aharply 
erilicieed the t»tile induatry for the 400 per cent Inereaae In the price of tkii 
poor men’e eloth and for the iocreaie in yarn prioea, which waa likely to throw 
the handloom weaver in the aouth out of bla employment. He aiicfieeicd that tho 
recent intomt in the Indian agricultarist ifliown by the European Oronp in the 
Aeeembly waa a aymptom of a move to get e grip on Indian egricnlture almilitf 
to the grip already ealabliahed on Indian indoetry. 

Food Supply 


The reaolution on food aupply 
gnrding enpply of foodstuffa, and deelai 
eitnation with reward to aupply of 
r ahould be entirely 


ezineaaed enziety at the preaeot noaition ; 
Bd that in order to ameliorete the aerte 


eitnation with i 
from the country 


gralne tem the eurplua provincca to the deficit once ahoul 


beleied that in order to ameliorete the aerkme 
’ of foodgiainc, flratly ell esporta of loodgnlM 
f atopped ; aeeondly. ezporta of aaaantial food- 


faeiliteted, ao that 


of camotlal foodgraina within the country, 'fbe r^u^ alao urged that m 
dietribntion of foodgraina under control ahould be eflhcted ea ea poaalbla only 
tinongh the normal channels of trade. 

Major-Oenerat E. Wood, Additional Secretory. Supply ^periment. wte tsam 
by invitation, ezplained die food pocition and the atopa Ac Government of I ndto 
had planned to eecure a uniform aupply A foodgraina in the ooentry tfuooglMKil^^ 

The reaolution wee propoaed by Mr. Saridao Modhakdao end aeconded bf 
Ja C,8otalvad. _ . . _ ^ « . 


Sir PurO^tamdao Tkakurdao acid Uiat ee Ppln« out ^Oeoml Wood, 
OoveroBBeDt of Indie were raepooaible for the O^el itof^eatos Sehem M 
tfuwpbrt of graine from ani^iie to 

eonntry waa egelnat the eyetem cd dIalfBiutIpn. He egreM wlwGeneiil Wopfl 
that Mice in Bombay were leiKUriug 

eompinined that aappliee luM nin ont, AfanlDg to tho damend foe Ino main- 
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tenanre of the ezisHng chanoels of tradei Sir PurshotamdaB mid that that ohoald 
be taken to mean that ^our interesta ahould .be safe or were mfe.” The trade* he 
eaid, was prei>are(t to stand out if the Qovernmeat wanted to make ita own 
ariangcmeuts. The greater question was to make available foodgraina to everyone 
according to hia needs. He insisted that everyone would not only get according to 
his needs but evpryon<' s!iould also get grains of the highest quality to which the 
peopfic were aenis^oincd. If the Government undertook the Central purchasing 
scheme tln^y ehniild also guarantee the requisite quality of foodgraina. ‘‘Proper 
qiiaUly of fo *dgt lius would make the Food Department tolerable.'* Sir '.Furshotsm- 
ass wa** pri'it ired to oonmle that people outside, who depended on India for their 
foodgrains. should Ite given their supplies, but such exports should be made good 
by His Majestys Government from other sotirees and such replenishments to India 
should be given as liigh a (uriority as the exports from India were given. 

Sir P.urshotamdas stressed the need for a National Government even during the 
war and point.ed out that a responsible Minister at the Centre would be able to 
understand the problem In its proper perspective. 

neso1ntioas>-Se60Bd Bay— New DelM— ZSfh. Mareh 1943 

The Federation discussed to-dsy, among other questions, Leaae-Lend aupplies 
and the activities of the United Kingdom Commercial Corporation. 

'J'be resolution on food supply discussed yesterday was mssed this morning 
with one dissentient. Mr. Narsing Bao of the Andhra Chamber of Commerce, 
who took exception particularly to the demand made in it that controlled prices 
should be fixed at a level whit^h would bring out supplies. He asked that the 
price should be fixed at a level which the wage-earner could afford and which 
would give the grower a reasonable profit. Mr. Parsing Bao also urged that 
requisitioning should be adopted in order to make the hoarder anhoard stocke and 
aa a necessary preliminary to the introduction of ratiooix^. Because of the 
omission of these points from the resolution he opposed it. 

Lbasb-Lend Sbpplibs 

Mr. A. D, Shrojft Bombsv, moved the resolution on liSase-Lend supplies. The 
rssoUition while appreciating the help extended by the U. B. A. for the defence 
of India under the I^ease Ijeiid procedure declared its belief that the terms 
of repayment of the aid received should be such that firstly India’s reciprocal con- 
tribution should ill no case exceed the extent of the sid in materiafs received 
for the purpose of her own actual defence reqniremente, and secondly that 
all reciprocal services, facilities and supplies given by India to the U. S. A. 
should be fully taken into account while making the final adjustments under 
Lease ljend. The resolution further pointed out that Lease-Lend repayment was 
closely linked up with the wider questions of post-war planning in the sphere 
of international trade which were dealt with in the Atlantic Charter as well as 
in the Anglo-American Agreement of February 1942, and particulariy in Article 
VII dealing with mutnal reduction in tariff barriers in order to ensure freer 
international trade. The Federation was strongly of opinion that the Government 
of India should not enter into such international agreements without specific 
f reservst'on so as to enaure India's fiscal autonomy and industrial development. 
The Federation also emphatically urged that in view of the far-reaching applications 
of any settlement regarding Lease- I^end ' supplies no final decision should be 
taken withouc fully consul liii^ the Indian commercial community. 

^ Mr. Shroff after referring to the complex character of the Lease-Lend appa- 
ratus, dealt with the possible manner of the settlement of Lease-Lend Account 
after the war. He said that nltfiough President Roosevelt might feel that the 
recipients^ of Lease* Lend aid should be let off in view of the help they gave 
ia the wor, American -^Miblic opinion might not be completely reconciled to 
that view and would certainly demand repayment, if not in material, then in 
the shape of a very important say in determining the shape of economic affairs 
after toe war. An indication of this was found in the article of the Atlantic 
Charter which pleaded for a reduction of tariff barriere and for plana for inter- 
national distribution of raw materials. He urged that India would have to toke 
care to see that In any pool that might be formed of raw materials available io 
the world, India was not merely treated as a supplier of raw materiala bat that 
her raw materials were in the first piece reeerved for exploitation by Indiana and 
that the balance might be^ made available to different eonntriee on temie which 
would not harm our own economy. 

Mr. J, K. Hitter (Bengal National Chamber of Comamee) aeeonded the 
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Mr. Hartahankar Bagla (Oiwopore)" supported the resolntloo. whieh wot 

Buama Tkdians 

A resolution on the position of indisns in Bnrms wss moTsd by Kumararmia 
Sir Muthiah Chettiar, seconded by Mr. 8, M. Xauman and Rsi Bshsdur Yirifflibhil 
Dsysbhsi snd Mr. Q. M Kspadis, both from Btnms, sod passed. 

The resolution urtred the Government of Jiuiis to Sde that the status, poaltioii 
and rights of Indians in Burma of the future were the same as hithert^ and ashed 
that plsuB for reconstruction of Burma, now iind'T enemy ocenpation. should be 
undertaken in close consultation and agreement with the Government of India who 
in torn should be guided by Indian public and commercial opinion. The Fedwa- 
tion deplored the delay in the settlement of claims of Indian merchants in Burma 
under the Burma War Risks* Insurance Scheme and in respect of goods lupplicd 
to or requisitioned by the Burma Government and requested the Government of 
India to press upon the Burma Government the imnerative nL'cessity of arranging 
an early settlement of those claims. The Feaeration emphasised the need f6r 
paying adequate compensation to ItidiMit nntioiials for the losses siislained by them 
by the application of the Scorched Ea th roli<‘y or as a result of enemy action or 
war operations. The Federal ir)n aiso stressed the nc'd for giving allowance to 
evacuees more generonslyi promptly and rcgnisrly until the end of the war at well 
as providing employment for such of them as were in need of it and urged that 
facilities be given to Indian merchants who bud business connections in Burma to 
carry on business in India. 

Indian Industries and Tost-war Development 
The meeting adopted a resolution strongly urging the Government to set 
spsrt, out of stocks and imports of industrial raw materials under their control, 
an adequate percentage of such materials so as to prevent the closure of factories 
in India and enable them to carter to the civil needs. The resolution drew attention 
to the serious inconvenience caqscd to business firms and consumers owio|{ to 
their decision to release only a very small percentage of the production for civilian 
consumpiiou of such commodities as pBi)er, cement, iron and^ aleel, etc. It 
declared that the question of industrial development and particularly of tafe- 
guarding Indian industries established or expanded during the^ war from any 
external competition or any slump in the post*war period should receive the active 
consideration of the Government of India from now onwards in close collaboration 
with Indian industrial interests. The resolution urged^ that the Government's 
taxation policy should take into account the difficulties which would confront 
industries in this country after the war, esi^ially owing to the ne^ for replacement 
and the high cost of materials, plant, machinery etc. for which industries should 
be allowed to make provision from now and to build up adequate reserves. 

The resolution wss moved by Sir Psdsmpat Singhsnia and supported by 
Bsidar P. 6. Sc^hbsns, Mr. D. N. Sen snd others. 

British Interbstb* Move to Sboobb Bapbgdabds . , 

On the subject of safeguards for British commercial interests In m 
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evolve." The Federation viewed with grave apprehension 

were now being made by British commercial njterssts both in India and la 
EngUnd, to nee Qiat the principle end policy underlnng Ihet 
similar assurance by Sir Stafford Oripps dnrM his f^t to India ww 
mined and to secure ooDStitutiqnsl 

even in the future constitutiwi ot India ^d t ojna^Uii^demM^ emlm 
praoedent for the recognition of India'e “ 

clear that the Indian eommeioial eommnnity wae etrongiy oppoeea lo i 
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iDtqiiiteble damMid wfaieh would be derogetorf to tbe full oofeKoign Authority of the 
luture Gtorernment of Indie end which mif^t ebo milltete AgAinet the eoonomie expAu- 
riOb of Indie inelnding the growth of mdiietriee owned, coutrolied end meneged bj Idcuadb, 
The Federetion deolered UiAt eefegnerde, which they hid elweyB condemned ea 
Inconeintent with Indie’s rights end interests, should not find s pisce in the future 
eoostitatlon of Indie. The Federstiou Affirmed thet there should be no diminution 
of or reitrietion on the rights end powers of the future Government of Indis for 
pursfing eny policy or adopting any measure th^ considered neoeisary for 
proteoting end promoting the interests of India and Indiana 

Moving the resolution, Sir ParushotamdaB ThakurdaB (East India Ootton 
Association, Bombay), took strong exception to the demand for safeguards by 
the British commercial interests in India and said that the representation of 
the European community in the Viceroy’s expanded Council, which was neither 
naked for nor dreamt of, was a signal of Whitehairs intentions. He regarded this 
ffepresentation as a retrograde step and a cruel joke when the demand was for 

Indiadlsatiou and said that its full implication ought to be realised and an 

emphatic .protest lodged against it. It was a question of principle and not of 

peraonaliticB. He aakm what chances there were for future planning of Industry 
aocordiug to the wishes of the Federation, when in the Executive Council there 

was a representative .of the antagonistic interests. He said that the committee 
should follow up the resdution till the Ininatice was removed. 

The resolution waa aeconded by Sir BairidoB Goenka* Sir P. 8inghania, Bir 
iiahtfnfoola Ckinoy, Mr. Satyapai Pirmani and Sir A. Ghaznavi supported 
it. The last namm declared that India would not accept any constitution in 
which any discrimiostory clause existed. 

Agtivitibb Op The U. K. 0. C. 


A resolution on the activiMes of the U. K. G. C. declared that this i^werfnl 
and Influential organlaatlon enjoying several conceBsions and facilities in this 
country, is seriously prejudicial to the interests of Indian exporters and merchants 
and would also be highly detrimental to Indian inkrests in the post-war period. 
Onie Federation has to point out that, this body has not only intervened in the 
normal ohaniiela of trade and adversely affected established exporters, but is also 
depriving Indian mercantile interests of the opportunity of maintaining oqntaots in 
foreign markets and the Indian Exchequer of its legitimatQ earnings.” 

The Federation strongly protested against the attempt being made in other 
Mrtc of the British Empire to set up similar orpaniaations, such as the Utility 
Textile Importing Corporation of East Africa and the Colonial Commercial (Cor- 
poration Of Oeylou, designed to control and canalise import and export trade 
with India in the hands of monopolistic trade orKsnisations, thus eliminating 
Indian merchants from established trade built by them after years of effort, en- 
terprise and risk and earnestly requested the Government to take all available 
ste^ in their power to see that Indian intereata were not jeopardised or sscrifleed 
through the establishment or operation of such organitationa. The Federation 
expressed the opinion that, if on aocount of abnormal oircumstanees created by the 
war. normal channels of trade with certain countries could not function for export 
trade, the Government of India should take etepa to set up an Indian agency for 
the purpose of handling the export trade from India to theae countries so as to 
retain all the beneflta ^ trade end trade contaots with theae countries in Indian 
hande. 

Bir A. ff. Ghatmivi, moving the resolution, asked : *lf they want our help 
in war effort, did it not etrike them to take at least one or two Indian magnates 
iato the nartnership of .this K. C. 0. f” Orittoidng the activitiee of thie m^y, 
CKr Abdul ffalim dnelarsd that it refused to pnrohase from Indians even if the prira 
wee oheaper. He gave a number of inetancee in support of his statement Every 
etBele in whieh India wae trading as importer or exj^rter, he easerted. had gone 
onl of Indiea hnndi oompletely and the IT SL. 0. a bed etepped in Nothing 
eouM be sent ont of Indie, exoopt through ibis body. He gave the example of 
Mgi^whieh the U, K. 0. 0, was sdling in Iraq and Iran at Bo. 07 a mannd 


Mr. If. C. Jfehfq. Sugar Ooutrbllar, who waa preeent, intervening, stated 
not a ilnife onnea of^niUan engar waa sold to the U. K. C. 0. 

Mr ALMiif SbMm aaeartod that iagu might not have bean sold to the U, 


that 
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ALL INDU MANUFAOTUBKRS* OONFBRENGE [ baboda-. 

Mwferiai,’* lie eeid, **11111 help to keq^ luge eiime of money in dicn- 
lillOD, to ineieiie the oapitel tor bnildlng np intare enterpriwi to reduoe (he import 
•ad Inerenie toe esport of mennfactiued node end to etert induetriea needed for 
defence meehinefy. Then (he defen pionnoee of Indie mey devdop tome twenty- 
fonr hee?y indnetriee in the neer fatorn end if e doeen Indlen Stetee elso follow 
the eiemple of (he provinoee, ell deeeee of heevy indnetriee will here been eeteb- 
litoed in the eonntry within the next two or three yeere.** 

But for toie **it ie neoeeeery thet lending eitiiene end bneineeemen who heve 
toe gdbd of the eonntry et hcert ehonld come forwerd end induce thdr locel Got- 
ernmente to hdp to etert theee induetriee. If the Qorernmente do not comply, th^ 
toonld, by co-operetiTC eilbrt, mobiliee pri?ete reeonreee to etert them.** 

Beferring to the &Te-yeer plen, he eeid thet the object of the plea ie to give e 
nnified concept of the proponed induetrielieetioo in the eonntry ee e whole end to 
indte ettention to epeerBo preedeel indnetriee end meeenree to be promoted from 
§Utge to etege in the firet yeer, end in the firet five yeere reepectively. *Tt will iiiela<^’* 
he edded, *'tbe provincial lieeTy indnetriee end the dietiict development echeme u 
wdl ee eny medinm ecele nr other indnetriee which mey be etarted by bneiueeamen 
themeelvee withont toe aid or pereneaion of the A. I. M. d'* 

Sir VUvervaraya aleo referred to poet war reeonetruction, whidi he eaid, 
"needed epeeiel attention in the beet intereete of both the adminlHtratiou and the 
geneiml public.** Ete etieeaed the need to equip the country adequately for future 
economic progreea and eaid that "for tbie the eetabliahmept of an economic council 
or e development board compoaed of repreeentative bueineMmen and citizene ie an 
immediate neceaeity.** 

Sir Vieveavaraye appealed for a popular effort to be made to advance indne- 
trielieatioii. "Particularly/* he eaid, "the goodwill and active co-operatiun of every 
right-thinking citizen from the middle and upper claseea waa what waa wanted to 
iMnng to the forefront the queetion of induatriee and their importance to the future 
well-being and aafety of the country/* 

The Welcome Addreee 

Seth Chaturbhujadaa, Ohatrman of the Beception Committee, detailed the indue- 
trial progreea of the State eepecially during the regime of Hie Highueee the late 
Sir Baya]irao and the etewardship of the preeent Dewan Sir V. T, Kriahnamachari. 
He criticieed the indifferent attitude of the Government of India to induetrialieation of 
India. Seth Ohathurbhujadae eaid thet the feet undertaken by Mabatmaji 
in hie old age caused great anxiety and concjern amongst the people all over the 
country and the Government should reconsider their policy and release Gandhiji 
unconditionally in order to allay the anxiety of the people. 

Resolutione— 2ad. Day — Baroda — 1 4th. February 1943 

The first resolution, which was moved from the chair and unanimously passed, 
expressed grave concern over Mahatma Gandhi's fast and urged upon the Govern- 
ment of India the need for bis immediate and uiiconditioiial release. 

The second resolution, which was moved by Mr. Amritlal D, OJha, related to 
industrial finance and requested the Government to adopt all possible measures for 
the encouragement of existing and new industries. 

A resolution on post-war economic reconstruction urged the Government to 
set up a Central Post-War Keconetruction Board representing various interests for 
dealing with important subjects, such ae, finance, war, demobilisation, conversion 
of war-time factories into peace-time factories and workshops, transport, export 
trade Itnd technical education. It also urged the Government of India to see that 
Indian nationals alone represented Indian Interest on any post-war international 
conference. 

The resolution was moved by Mr. Sankalckand O. Shah, Vice-President of 
(he A. I. M. On in short and forceful speech, and was seconded by Mr. S. N. Haji 
who particularly stressed the latter portion of the resolution by illustrating instances 
as to how Indian interests bad gone by toe board in toe past, 

A resolution moved by Dr. X if. Kumarappa requested the industrialists to 
Introduce labour welfare schemes for the improvement of labour efficiency. 

The oonference also passed a resedutiou on the food crisis in toe country. 

Sir M, Vieveevaraya^ in the course of his concluding remarks, appealed for 
toe establishment of provincial boards and district eonneila to speed np toe work 
of industrialisation of the country and to overcome all the bbstaelui in the way. 



The All India Trade Union Congress 

20lb. Sesaion — Nagpur — Isl. and 2nd. May 1943 

Presidential Address 

Fourteen demands by the workers were eiiumerutal by Doctor Chaiucfnimira 
Bannerjee, presiding over the twentieth session of ike AlMiidis Trsde Union 
Congress held at Nagpur on the Ist May tSdS. 

These demands, he said, were release of political prisoiu is. denrnrsa ollirwaiice 
to the workers in proportion to the rise of the prices of rot-dsiuils and other 
commodities, general reduction in the abnorniHl )>rices of food and clothing, 
war bonus, unemployment, war and sickuesn insurnnccti, maiernily binefit, one 
roonth’a leave with pay. security of service, stoppage of idl rctrcncltmonf, civil 
liberties, freedom of speech, press and organisation, lecoj^nitioii of trade uniona. 
•ufiicieot protection during air-raids, projHir rom)tonaation to the wounded and to 
the fsmiliss in case death is caused from injuries due to accidents from war effects 
and transference of power to a National Govern men t. 

Mr. Baniierjee said that in this war the worst sufferers W4»rc the workers. 1*hey 
wars not given proper dearness allowance. He severely criticiacd the 8outh Afrioaii 
Governmeni for paaaiiig the Restrictions Bill and suggested as a remedy the 
establishment of workers* leadership all over the worlii. 

Over three hundred delegates rc|tresciitiHg over* 3r)0,U<*0 workers attended 
the meetingr The pnblic wss hot present us the meeting was held in the private 
hslf oi the City College. Mr. N, M. liencrul l$c*‘tetary, submitted the 

SDDiial report fox Ifsst year which was sdopic l. He hoped thfU by next yesr 
the memoership of the Congress would li^e to over one million workers. Dr. 
Pillsi extended the greeting of the Interiiationul Labour Uliice to the Congress. 

Proceedings and Reselntfons 


Mr. Bankim Sinker jee then niox’cd the first resolution extending the Hay Pay 
greeting of the 1 ndisii workers to the workers of the world, psrtii ulsriy those 
in Soviet Biissis. The resolutioii was pnssed. 

Communist and anti-Couimunist slogniis were raised during the proceedings. 
Feelings rose high after the comlusiou of the seFsioii when a free fight occurred 
outside the hall between two groups of workers. I^omc received minor injuries. 

Two resolutions on the present p.olitical situation, one s]>onsored by Com* 
munists and Che other by Nstioniiats, were rcjt efod by the Congress which concluded 
its two-dsy sesaion on the next day, the ind. May. Mr. Chamchaiufra Banerjce 
presided. 

Both resolutions protested against the continued detention of Mr. Oamfht and 
other leaders, condemned the Government’s decision not to allow interviews with 
Mr. Qandhi^ urged the leaders’ ii neon dit ion al relesse aud expressed the view that 
the present policy - of the Governniriil showed detcrmiiiution not to part with 
power. Boto resolutions also demsiided the immediate liansfer of power by 
establishing a National Government at the Centre in order to organise the defence 
of the country against the invader. 


The resohitious, however, difiered in two respccia. While the one moved by 
Mr. Somnath Lahiri (Communist) wanted Hindu-Mnslim uuderstaiiUiiig. partunilarly 
with Mr. Jinnah, the rcsolniion moved by Mr. V. i?. Kaloppn BupiH»rted toe 
principle of self-detcrniiiistion for the major minority cpmmniniy and stiggesM 
tost until a new constitution whs framed all the comm unities should nige their 
respective polilicid Icauiers to participate in s Nation t;l (jovemment. Mr. Kalappas 
reaolution also suggested that on the basis of this declHruiion iheie suould ^ 
difficulty to end the present deadlock. If. ‘^^•i;***-* , *^*‘***^ 
imperialism refused to part with power, the 'J‘, \ ^ C. should call on Uie people 
to develop the necessary sanction to enforce the national deinaiia. 

The^ Communists^ resoluliou. on toe other hand, called ui>oii the labour 
movemento of all the United Nations to sircss on tlieir respective OovernmeuU 
toe necessity and imporunce of giving proi>er weight to the viewiKMui of toe liidtan 
working^clMaes whilelormulatiug their policiea and programme fur toe stuc^ful 
proaeoutton of the war and toe conclusion of a peace which would enanre freedom 
and democracy lor all nation! of the world. 



866 THE ALL INDIA MEDICAL CONFERENCE [ pitva- 

Beplying to the debete Hr. Kelepim ezpbiined the luggeetioB of eenetione In 
the eoDclnding pert of hie reiolatiOB bj eeping thet the aenetione referred to 
were hertele end dowoloic of tools by workers. 

The debate listed about two houis and the conniing of yotes took a longer 
period. Mr. Kalapim’s resolutiou was r^ted by 46 yotes to 66. 

There was elaborate voting on Mr. Lahiri*s resolution, the ydting ending as 
followa: In favour 4^, against 192 votes* 

The President eziilained that under the rules a '^political resolution** ninst 
have the support of three-fourths of the number of delegates present: the 
cesoluCfon was, therefore, nrgstived. 

A second controversial resolution of a political nature urging the workers 
to Increase production was, in view of the above voting, not moved. 

In the morning session, about tweotyfive resolutions wefelpaNed. Ihe House 
decided to bold the next session at <€alcutta. 


The All India Medical Conference 

Nineteeath Sctaioo— Patna— 23rd and 24tli. April IMS 

Dr. naha’s Mkol. to IMM PMtoMlM 

The nifieteeiith seanon of the All-India Mediesl Conferenoe waa held at 
the Wheeler Senate Hall, Patna on the eSN. April lli4S under the pieeideney of Dr. 
S. d. Amssur of Karachi. 

Inaugurating the Conference Dr. Sachehidananda Sinha, Vioe-Ohaoeellor, 
Patna University, said : '*Thexe is no process which esn reackon op the amonnt 
of gocKl which science and art of medicine have conferred npon hnman race. There 
it no moral calculus that can grasp and comprehend the sum of your benefieent 
operationB. Ever since the first dawn of civilisation and learning, through dark 
backward and abysm of time you have been true and constant hieods of the 
euffering humanity. 

Dr. Biiihs said, ^Through your ministers and diidpleB you have eheared 
desponding ; lightens the load of hnman sorrow ; dispelled or diminished the 
gloom cd tiie sick chamber, pluckid from the ^pillow of pain its thorns and mode 
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•inoe ottUWed Ita utiliw and b«en found inadequate to daa! with the imeent-day 
xeqjiireBieBta. Medical ud public health aerfieei ahould, thmioreb be io reoritaoifiea 
and M co-ordinated with the allied aerrioec that the people mey be uble to eon- 
mand more prompt, more efficient and more reaponai?e etate eerfiee.** 

^ Rai B^adur Dr. T. N, Bamrjta, Piinoi^l» Potna Medical OoHege, wel- 
coming Dr. Sioha, tiie ^aident and the delegatee eaid that the recent civil dletur- 
bancee could not enable them to hold the conference last winter. RMcrring to 
humanitarian eervioea both at war and home fronts by the men of the meuioal 
profession, Dr. Banerjea hoped that through the Medical Association the noble 
aspiration of serving the suffering humanity might be fui&lled. 

Dr. Banerjea dt^uraged the crowding of cities by medical graduates nnd 
wanted them to serve in rurm areas by overcoming tbs weakness for oity’s glamour 
and comforts, the reason being their duty to the failing health of the poor masses. 
He was asoamed to tell that ^ some towns even bad more physicians than ^elr 
patient!. He stressed on the tesebing of social aspects of medicine ss also curative 
aspects and wanted medical students to be more partienlsrly attentive towards tte 
expectant mother, pre-natal child and the adolescent. 

He advocated the application of the modified Bndiiiga of the Medical Planning 
Oommission and fighting out of mal-nutiition and preventible diseaaea. Abolition A 
medical schools, he advocated, for bettering up the profeaaion. 

Dr. Baner]ea gave an account of the Bihar Mraicil Asaciation and its perfor- 
rntnees on msny criticsl occasions. 

Prssldaatlsl Addraas 

In course of his Presidential Address, Dr. RocHiram Amenwr of Karachi declared, 
in favour of ''Medical Swaraj** as much at political and economio "Bwavai" 
unhampered by nlliitg reatrictiona imposed on the country hy the preservation and 
■ateuarding of the monopolies of the Indian Medical Service and aimilar bodiet 
in India. 

Dr. Rochlram conaidered the i. ii. B. to be an aiiadironism and it mnat ba 
aboliebed. India existed for the i. m. 8. and not i. m. s. for India. European 
members of L M. s. were here to-dav and to-morrow gone to another eountry, 
taking with them their most valuable knowledge and experienrea which constituteo 
a great drain of talent and irreparable loos to the country. He advocated the 
transfer of all i. m. b. officers from the Civil Department to the Army at a time of 
war like this snd plsces vsested should he filled by the independent roedicti pio- 
fession on an honorary basie, without invuivlng provincial govern roenta in any 
expend! tn re. 

Speaking for the independent medical profession, the doctor declared 
that they were prepared to accept emergency oommiseions in the army on terms 
compatible with their dignity and national honour and after the war tha best 
amongst them ought to find a place in the higheat medical service of the country. 

Dr. Amesur welcomed the establishment of the Indian Wnr Medical Crops, 
but pronounced that there should only be one service like B. A. M C. in England 
and should consist of I.M.S., I.M.D. and f.H.H. There ahould be tihiform 
treatment without any distinction between these three groups. 

The president was in favour of medical ednestion Iteing imparted only 
through medical colleges iiv future and eaid that medical sehools should be abolished. 

He referred to thn'grest dearth of quinine in the oonntry on account of Java 
felling Into the enemy’s hands, but punted out that India could produoad 
8R^,000 lbs. of quinine on an acreage of 330,000 if Government encouraged the 
eultivation of cinchona forthwith. 

Minimum quantity of quinine required by India per annum is about 12.50,000 
lbs. and thna India can not only be •eli-siiffioient in the matter of thhi all. im- 
portant drag, but it could export the same in sufficient quantities to all tbe 
world. 

Referring to the scarcity of druga in tbe market, the doctor oondemnad 
hoarding and black marketing and appealed to the Government to hand ovar 
anoli drags as it was prepared to part with to Indian Medical AwK^iation, 
wMeh iHth ite bimnehea spread all over the country would ensure cqaltable 
^Dstribntloii at reasonable prlcsa.^ ... 

He appealed to the medical practationeiv to form atndy elaaaee io dfsoaea 
the queatioDa of health, industrial fetigae and a balanced diet within the means of 
all people and inatniet the ma ss e a in the tame. 


800 THE ALL INDIA HEDIOAL OOMFEBENOB [ PATMA— 

Dr.. Sdekiram put in n fttODK plan for dOTtlopmnt of pmvineU nnrriog 
eoaocilt ind eroploymeiit of ranch liiger namber of DaiM in noopitalt thnn 
what exiiM at preBuuL He wM In laTOur of n oompoanden legntetion 
■et and doubted the utility of blood banka and atcongly adfOMted the 
amalgnnntion of varioua medical aasociadoua in the country under the authority of 
The All India Medical Aasodation. 

Proceedingi and Reiolutions 

TBe aeacioii of the All-India Medical Oonference accepted propoeal to hdd 
the next aesrion of the Oonference at Ahmedabad. Oaptain Fhani Bhusan Muktryee 
was re-elected General Secretary while Dr. Rameiur of Karachi acta as 
Preiidcnt. 

Following wm elected to the newly-formed Working Oommittae of the All-In^ 
AaaocTntion:— Dr. 8. C, VkattrrjM, tfajor 8. C. Sen, Dr. P. K. 

Ouha, Dr ffanuma utrao^ Dr, Tripathit Dr, K, S, -Roy, Dr. R. P. Neogy and Dr. 
Anil Chakravarti. , , . . . w, . 

The meeting tranaacted formal routine bnainem relating to working and 
progreaa of the Aaaociation. . , 

'fhe Conference deplored the abaence of Dr. Jtvraj Mehta, Preaident-eleet of the 
Conference due to hia detention under the Defence of India Rulea and in view of 
recent decision of the Federal Court as reported in Press, the Oonference urged 
upon Government for hia immediate and unconditional release. 

The Conference alao urged that other members of the profession detained 
under the Defence o( India Rules be leleased. , . , . , ^ 

The Oonference opined that every individual in the country has the right 
Irrespective of economic state to be able to obtain all necessary medical services, 
preventive and curative, general and specialist, domiciliary and institutional and 
therefore it drew the attention of the state as well as various political parties in 
the country to the above and requested them to devise means for the attainment 
of that. 

The Conference also urged the Indian Medical Association to render assistance 
towards evolution and fruition of ouch a scheme. 

Bickness Ihbubakcb 

The Conference welcomed the Press announcement that a tentative scheme of 
sickness insurance for iiiduatrial workers being drafted by the Labour Department 
of India Government aud representative of labour and industry has been nominated 
to assist Prof. Adarkar. 

The Conference urged authorities to include a representative of the Indian 
Medical Association in it to evolve a practical scheme. 

The Conference demanded representation of medical interests in the 
Executives of Hospitals, Railway Advisory Boards, Red Cross Societies and 
Health Committees. 


Medical Supplies 


To assist the suffering public for securing sopplies of essential drugs and 
nines, surgical appliances, x’ray materials and laboratory reagents and other 
..*1 . ufactured in sufficient 


medicines, surgical applianceSj x’ray matenals and laboratory reagents and other 
chemicals not procurable * “ * 

conference requested the < 

of such articles and allocate more shipping spare for immediate import 
forthwith part of the stock of ouch artideo frosen in the country and arrange for 
such distribution through an Indian Medical Association. 

Further the Conferencei urged the railway authorities to relax reotrictions 
impoM on travel of such goods for public service. The conference further 
resolved that with a view to make India self-sufficient in matters of supply of 
pure drugs at cheaper prices, the Central and Provincial Governments should 
formulate and give effect to such schemes which would help the growth and develop- 
ment of indigenous drug industries. 

The Conference through the later resedntion urged the India Government to give 
effect to the Drugs Enquiry Committee's recommendations immediately to work 
up chemical and pharmaceutical industrisi without which the entire medicid 
atructurr of the state would automatically eoHapse beoauae of non-availability of 
machineries and heavy ehemieals. 
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Abolitioh of 1. M . 8. 

The Conference reeietted Qovernment nttitude of dividing medleel gredneiee 
And lioentietee even in military aervioee end edvoeetad Abolition of Indtan Medifud 
Serviee becAuee-of creAtion of new Indien Army Medical Gorpi. 

Tbe reaolution wee ably pUoed before the bonee by OaptAin P, A Mukhtrjmt 
who WAS impatient with the indiiTetent attitnde of Government in aneh mattero. 
He eaid this perpetuation of oIam distinction between two Indian medical ranfcs 
must now cease. 

I>r. K. 8, Roy supported while Dr. 8. C, 8en thought that creation of the 
new I. A. M. C. was not a favour but product of compulsion. 

Supply op Petrol 

Another resolution which created interest was the Conference’s demand tot 
Aupply of more petrol and motor accessories to medical men in view of the importance 
and width of the profession. 

Deliberations during the conference spoke of medioalmen’s keen eoncem over 
non-availability of medicines, drugs, surgical appliances and X-Rays materials in 
view of the disturbed communications overseas. 

Chemical Ikdubtribb 

Unanimity prevailed over immediate introduction of chemical and allied indus- 
tries in the country to save people from decay and untimely death due to soardtj 
of drugs in the country. Even during the 'war India must assert to be self-sufficient 
in mmcine and Burgioal Uppliances was the equivocal demand voiced by the de^atm 
including Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, Captain 8, C, San, Drs. P . K, Quha, A. 
Saka.O.0Uiii Bagehi, Dr. S. X. Chowdhury, Tirulal Bap, . Bhupol Btngh, Otptlio 
Shivapuri aod otimr tmineiit mediciiimen. Much satisfaction was noticed among 
medicalmen in the re-election of Captain Phani MukherjoB as Genersl Seoretarj 
whose ^evodont tact and skill were praised. 


The All Bengal Economic Conference 

Caleutta-llth. and IZth. April 1943 

Mr. Barker’s Opeaing Address 

niie opinion th«t -tho nuin twk of evolving • wfljrfeetoty pWffWMie (rf 
nost-war reconstruction in India should be eutrnsted to a 

emits, led ptefenblj b, .n emineot iodnstrisllst, _ who Aould 2*^2 

v^'indiutri.1 interwta »nd iwpats eonerets pUns i n eoll. lxwaon witt eOMgerdd. 
ini^ta Md Msistsd by the Govern inent", ws., «pn>»ri ?«» »»« 

iTins^SSn/the .eseioo of the All-Bengei Economic Ooofemiiee to 

to m*?’ beVdded. ‘thet under the present system of Ooveniimt, 
ptoo. for ‘'^^w.l r"l.Moa’ evolved by the governmen - - to thdr 
•nepicee aloM .re not likely to prove very M«»tonoe we 

WM m^ial th.t Indie ehooW be given full InSiitrSue lfa- 

wivT. betoneed economy by e more “5“ U^Sg of Ilva^ 

Ess 4 ~ s»'3‘'s!sjsa 

^rieen to the leqniaite ^ JL- to^?gber etandaid of Hvlng from an 

l^lbl?tow*tov.l!“^“ioW«‘^ ottom ««ie. 


m *IHE ALL B£N01L EOONOMIO OONFERENOB [ oiLOOnA— 


ia tha world wbloh is iteeped in tiieh poverW tt India. It ii the dietala of 
imetiaal wiadom no lata ttian of ideniiiiii that we ehonld be left free to grapple 
with the Taet problem which baa been inexorably preeeing for eolntion.** 

Expreeeiiig the tiew that an overriding factor In conaidering any acheme 
of poet-war reconetmctlon ehonld be the elimination of economic fear between 
naaona, Mr. Barker aaid that to deny backward countries like India and China 
the freedom to mould their future destiny would not only run counter to the 
spirit bf the Atlantic Charter and the alme for which the preeent war was being 
fought* but would involve ua again in iniquities and inequalities and would be a 
perpetual threat to world peace. 

Referring to the Keynes plan in regard to post-war financial problems and 
the American proposale outlined by Mr. Morgenthaut Mr. Barker said : "It ii 
dear even from a cursory examination ^hat fhe British plan is drawn up with a 
view to lightening the two great handicaps of Britain in international economy. 
namdy« shortage of gold and the pzecariousnese of her favourable balance of 
trade, while the UniM . States’ plan contents with eliminating competition 
in currency depreciation and ensuring the position of gold in international 
finance.*’ 

PrestdeM’s Address 


Mr. G. Ir. Jfekta, who presided over the Conference, emphasised the need 
of comprehensive and aeeurate survey of India’s industrial expansion during 
the war. He add that it was essentid to ensure that industries started during 
^ war were not left high and dn as after the last war but received an adequate 
measure of State support ; psrticufaTly because they would in all probability have 
to face the impact od eompetiition from outside and possibly a period of depreaaion. 

Mr. JUkta emphaaieed' that the food problem before the country was not 
mardy onoi of pncciuiee or production but of efficient dlstiibntioo. All-India 
control in which the dMferent provinces folly participated wee essentid. Only a 
Qovernment which disrived ita strength and power from' the people and which waa 
in in thnata contact with ihc masses eould take aotion againt recdcitrant and antl-aoold 
lorcca. Mr. Mfha alao ampheiiaed the need of constructive utilisation now of aterling 
hdanccB and of peovidlog adequatw aaleguards for Indla’a; asseta. 


Dr. CkmyaPs apeeeh en food Pdley 


Ob the next dwy,. the tsth. Apilh Dr. NaUnakha Banyal dealt with the food 
psoblam. Dr. Sanyai emphaticdlv diBolared that there would not have- been any 
criali to-dav if only Oofcmment imd appQed a. scientific miad. He strongly pleaded 
te plannee. efTofta towarda ’Grow Mere Food' campaign and asked Government te 
ettfeiae rigid control over the fimly and price of food*etufBk 

Dr. Smivd aaid that the problema connected with food had aaeumed aueh 
proportiona that it waa dangerone to play with the iasuee involved. He naked 
eooncmlcla and the public to approach the (fueatien with a scientific mind and not 
with that of the propagandist. 

He pointed out that the principal Isatuies of tha food problem to-day were 
fa) queition of production and aupplv. (b) accumulation, storage and tranaport, 
(o) illation of prieea and (d) equitable distribution to the people of diflbrent 
meome groups. Including rationing. The Government of Bengal, nay, the Govern- 
ment of indt^ Dr. Sanvel oootfaiued, had so far pursued the ^ioy of trial and 
•nor and It waa now fairly well recognised that a good deal of the present trouble 
was dne to the absence, epeolaQy at the earlier stages, of anv planning based on a 
eompiaheiiniva pbiioy* Even now there waa not much evidence that the policy 
adopted by Government wae comprebeoiive enough, particnlarly in regard to the 
amphaaii that waa required to secure lerger production and increaaed awidiea from 
witbin the coontn and outaidc. Another reason for the failure of Government's 
lewd polloy waa doe to the fact that there wae abeence of proper efforu to create 
public confidenoe^ which waa ne c eaiary both for getting boarders’ etock raleesed 
and for aneeewfiu admlniatration of any rationing idicme involving some amount 
of aelf-denial on the part of every oitixen. 

Apart from all thaaab Dr. Banyal continued, problems connected with fixation 
of pricca, planning af^ amnltural prodnetion, tranaport and atorage, differential 
distribution and pievantlon of the vicioaa epiral of monetary inflatton, required 
aqpert guidance and carefiol handling. Dr. Banyal snggented immediate appoint- 
ment dr a Oantial food eouneil oonaiating of experta ana public men who could 
guide die Dfieelorala of Civil Bup^ec at every atege^ and through nmall local 
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onudttiM in tiM AiMete mta that dtgiM of pabHo «0Dfld«M -withMt wUah 

a srijs 

^ •^P* gettlog csitling tlooki in^SS 

pnyHiiM aTaltable for the merket end for etteuriog Ue proper (fietribnlloii for the 

^ ^ ^**A I^yel eiikUi wee the people to 

gener^Md their taeM npieeratotivei who hed to teke up their ebeieof the 
iMpmdbihty end it ehoold be the duty of Government to eedc their oo optrntion 

point of food, the problem in Bengel ie of inoieeeed 

produodon rad not of price control or rettoning etc.*’ etoted Dr. Benyel in oonda* 
eion. He edded : **ETen if in this month of April IMS Qormment 'eende out 
meeehm to rami ereee end induce villefferB to grow food by the month of 
Beptember or October there would be eufficioit food in the pro? inoe which would 
render ell queetione releting to control etc. nnneceeeery. The *'grow more f£d'* 
eempeign wee initieted et e tee parly at the Firpoe. There ie no other evidence 
evelmble that the eempeign wee conducted with vigour and in right directiona 

Dr. Cyril Foe*b Bpeeeh 

Dr. C|n7 8. Fax, in the couree of hie epe^, eaid that Indie eocporled veerlf 
ebout Be. U cioree worth of mlnerale, oree, etc., ae mw meteriale, ehe wee elim 
importiag goode made from mineral eubetaneee to the value of Be. 6A cmiere. 
Many of theae importe enoh ae keroeene. petrol, lubricating oil end certain meteli. 
eneh ee copper, lend, tin end eino, could not be eupplied from Indian eonicee. 
However, allowing for theae actual deSeieociee, he would eetimete that perhepe 
Be. SOcroiee worth of the importe (made from minerale, oree etc.) could be pr^ 
pued In India, if the manufacturing machinery and other facilitiee were available. 
It did not follow however that any addiibnal production of mlnemle, orea, etc., 
would leeult from thia mere tmnefer of the manufacturing oentree. 

Continuing Dr. Fox eaid : It eeeme to me therefore a very doubtful tort 
of expedient to try to curtail exporte of raw maieriala of minerale, oree ale. Any 
ideaa wlilob plan to reetrict exporU muat oe a genei^ rule, bo oneoand in prioelpleb 
However in thii eonnexioa India will have to lake fall notice of the termik 
eepec^y the ^eomble and the Fourth Ctauae of the Atlantie Chartm. It would 
teem to oe far aimpler and infer to develop thoee Induatriee whoao 

piodoeli mif^t yield a higher export average value than the mw oree and 
Bemlfalbri c^*^ JPMXla may aleo be eubatitnted for the raw materiala i 
latter la not quite high enough io quantity to ateud export 

Dealing with the queetion of water which wae meet vital of all 
Dr. Fox ^d that It wae beceuee of eeaeoiiel eupply that tlie queetion of etoragi 
of water on a vest aeafe wae a luiidementnl ooneidemtkm. Until Ihle waa appro- 
dated the hope of eotrolHng flooda, or of having aaeured auppliee of water and alM 
of eatablidiing hydio-eloetne producta for providing elieap elcetrical energy wouU 
not be realM. Iha leeaon wee eo obvioua that it waa diiBcult to* nndoritaiid why 

lack of funda and want of conmgp ahonld keep the object ia a perpatnal 

of oni 


„erring to coal, Dr. Fox laid (hat under normil conditlone India probably 
pfodneed the eheapeat coal in the world. Utrie uie, be anid, wae mmU of the low 
gmde eoali in India and the valuable coking code wem uaed lergefy for other 
purpoeea than for the preparation of metellurgicd coke. Anunally abom 15 uiillloa 
Sna ofeaking ooal wem extracted of which leae than minion tone wem uaed In 
eoke making.^ For each ton of coal taken out of the collierice neatly one ton waa 
left In the worldngt and regarded ae loet. Again of the 12 million tona of caking 
ooal whkh wem uaed for etmm raiaing pnrpoaee, Ao ml waa bmt mw and 
tham waa; thus no neovery of tar, gaM ot any other by-prodneta. «Blonl^ 

tkma had bean made to chow that deetne energy could be geaemted frm coal In 
India at lean than one dec a unit. It bed uho. been mpmtedly out thd 

of gatlona of high octane beuion oouid be aecnnd from the diattllatkm of 
coal if thia waa eneouraged. 

to Iron he eaid tUt the ^kld m 2/)^000 


uaed in pfoparlng aterf. If the radie 15 millon tima oi ( 


JBfaito triiy 

wofiSi ^ 

Ml to UifattaiL th. jMd ironld b. 10^,000 ton. ol nig iim. H.U of 
nmrida for ^SwiOOO ton. of otoil to mj notUag of Ml too votaoblt 
noon too eoiw — ktog oito M tiMio. 



Indian Debate in Parliament 

House of Commons— London— 30th. March 1943 

Ur. AflMrr’t Bpaeeh 


Hie reoUeM and defeatiet action of laat year made it difficnlt. indeed dangerona, 
to eonelder any ooneeaaiooa for Mr. Oandhi in the abaenoe of the '*moet explicit 
aaeorancee ana eibetlTe goaranteea of a eomi>lete change of attitude among thoae 
who have brought ao much unhappincaa upon India and might atill endanger the 
entire Allied oanae in thoae future operationa which rnnat be baaed on India. There 
le no aign of any auch change in Mr. Gandhi.** eaid the Bt. Hon^ble U 8, Amery, 
Beeretm of State for India, opening the debate on the general aituation in India 
in the Houee of Oommone on Uaieh SO. 

The debate took place on a aeriea of formal Government motiona aaUng the 
House to approve the tsontinuanoe in force for a farther 12 months cuf the 
proclamations made under Section 03 of the Government of India Act by which 
emergency regimes were established In six Indian provinces towards the end of 
1080 loUowing on the resignations of Gongreas Ministries soon after the outbreak 
of war. These provinces are Madras. Bombay, the United Provinoes. Oentral 
Frovittcest Bihar and the North-West Frontier Province. 

A farther motion sought approval of the Government of India (Governor^ 
AUswsnoes and Privileges) Amendment Order, 1043, made in pursuance of Section 
SOO the Government of India Act. 

Mr. Amery said : **The resolutions before the House concern only six of the 
11 provinces of India. In the remaining five provinces Indian ministiies respon- 
sible to .Indian legislature control a vast majority of the subjeots aflbeting the daily 
lUe of their fellow oitisens.** 

*lt Is only in the provinces controlled by the *Oongress Party's organisation that 
seli-Oofemment was suspended by the order of the so-oslled High Command of the 
Uongress Party in Octobm, JfillQ, and the Governors had been compelled to ehoolder 
IheoiseQt responelbfUiiea Of the Govern men t. They do eo under the provieione ii 
■eolkm 08 of the Governmeat of India Act Theae are emer||ency provisions and 
as moh properly come before this House for s periodic review. I need not add 
that they M klio under conctan* veview by the Viceroy and the Govecnon 

**In two provincee where the Mtnistriee were origioelly ordered oat by the 
OoBgreee diotatorship eelf-Government has been reenmcd. A leeumptton of sell- 
govemment In tlw other provinces can take place whenever Miniiters osn be found 
Si a posiUon to conduct afiaire and co-operate in the war effort. The door remains 
open and ^ whole eltoaUon remsme nnder constant review. 


OengiesB Party’s Peltoy 

"The origin of the situstion and the reesone fpr ite preeent coniinnanee oen 
only be underatood in the light of the nature and policy of the Oongrese Party. 
OilMslly democratic in its organisation and conetitntional in iti methods, the 
Owgrsss Party has progreasivey become a dictatorship aiming at the expnlakm by 
levmtioaary, tbongh professedly non-violent^ methode of the emstiDg Britieo Raj and 
its iupersesmn by a Congress Raj, For a detailed story of tbe evolution I can only 
oommend to the House the msstmy objective survey of the last seven ycsre of 
Indisa politics embodied. in the second vdume of Professor Oouplsud’s report to 
the NuMd Trnit. 

*'For myeelf I will only go back over tbe past sufficiently to make the events 
of the leceiit months Intelligibls. The particular character and methods of tbe 
Oongicee Party have lamly been shaped by a single man, Mr. Oandhi, I shall not 
iUtampt here to asassa the qualitiee of the remarkable and enigmatic personality. 
Many msmbem have ao doubt read the recent book Oray Eminence In whieh Aldons 
Huxley desoribei the eombinaUon iiL.one peieo^ Fatbm Joeepfa de Tramblay. of a 


to keep 




1ft ftBOni^ te- •• to Mjr that Mr. Cfandki', paeoHar amcal to tha ffinda 
wtiM lot tha aieatir hdpM to raafc., him tha antoaaaoBad diatatac— ^ 
MBMt aapar.piaoldwV to nw Itadit IlMra'a daaet^ttoD— of by far tho laiiaalk 
teanead iVdIy drilled otgaaiaaUoii in India. 
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RMte Ot lti7 BIMMt 

•'Ift Uie provincial alMtiona of IBS? the Oongreaa PMftjj aeemed 711 oot of 
ISeSeeato. l\ie was leea than a maloriti even in British India, bat U waa eooagh 
to give the parif an abaolute majority in five provinces and oonM in three othera. 
Ira vnezpeet^ result would seem to have intoaicated the Oongreaa Party leaden 
with a aenro of new-found power. Overriding and ignorinff the growing Intensliy ol 

^ Itself, toey persuaded themaeives 
that they, and Aey alone, were India. Only a relatively small effort, so it seemed 
to them, was still required to displace British rule at the Centre and for the Oon- 
greas Party, to use Mr. (7aiidAi»e phrase, to *Uke delivery’, « we ijun 

**Tbe imminence of war came as a shock not only to Mr. CfandhCB sincere 
pacifism but also to those dreams of early power. At the fint sign of the prepara- 
tiona to meet the mming danger Congress membfra were ordered to boym uie 
Assembly, In their absence the Central Legislature uiiqueationingly accepted the 
brief statement in which Sir Muhammad ZafruUa Khan, as the L^er of the 
House, declared that all present were determined to do thmr duty to the nag 
country. The far-reaching provisions of the Defence of India Act were passed 
without a division. 

The ministries and legislatures of the Punjah Bengal and Sind endorsed tha 
altitude of the Central Lmisiature as did the Mabasabha and Ubml Partiea. The 
Prineea of India, both individually and afterwards, by a uuaitimous vote of the 
Chamber of Pbineea, vindicated their traditional loyalty to the King-Emperor by 
their pledgee and actions. The part which India haa played in the war la known 
to all the world; It is as well that 1 should remind the • House of these ibeta. 

’’They are a conclusive answer to tha wholly untruthful legend promulgated 
by the Oongreas Party and sinesL 1 regret to say, only too readily swallowed fmtrtSn 
the legend of a reluctant India draggro into a war in which she had no voice and 
in whose iasucs she iait no concern. 


"Daring the nest few weeks Lord Linlithgow strove with unwearying 
lo peesuade the Congress leaders to co-operate with the Qovernment and with the 
leadisfs d other parties in ermport of the war effort The only answer was the 
aammary ediot of tho*HIgli Command* suspending self-government in the Oongreaa 
Btfty prowinees. In the following August the Vlroroy issued a far-reamdng 
daelsratloB which in effect, pledged us to the aeocepianoeb at the eai^lieot possible 
moment after the war, of ludia’s completely free and equal partnership in tte 
British family ofxnationa ander a eonslitution of her own devising. At the same 
time it invited party leaders on the strength of a pledge to oo-operate in tha war 
iffbri by Joining tha Yieeroy’s Executive. Mr. Gandhi end hie eolleagnee 
eoolemptuouely leluBed even to discuse the offer, and Mr. Gandhi followed up the 
lilnaal by lauoobiog a eampaign of individual protest against India’s participation 
in tha war. That campaign proved a complete fiasco and patored out in tha eonraa 

"In March last year the Miniater of Aircraft Production.’ Blr Staj/nrd Crtefur, 
want out to India. The proposals ha was charged to explain ware so fbr-teadung, 
so genaroita and so explicit that at one time It eeemed almoet Inconccivabla tbit 
they eonld be mjeeted. Even within the ranke of tiie Congress Working Committoa 
infinentlal dements, wm known to be strongly In favour of accaptaooa. Why than 

te firs 


I th^ rejected 7 l^r two reaeone. Ihe first wee the same reason as that whkli 

had led to a oontcmptuoua rejection of the declaration of August, 1B40. It was the 
aasomption underlying both the declaratioua that India can only be free nndar 
a eooatitational ayatem arrived at by agteemeot between the main elemento la 
her national life. Both, in fact, denied the Congreas Party’s claim to *take ddiimy’ 
of India at our 

*Tha vaat Congress demands took tha form of the immediate aettiug up of a 
national government with lull cabinet powers and it was an attempt to eaaldb 
that ddivery. 

Dir Bteffocd Otin» wu bonnd to r^k it. «ec.ptMn would !».• triwkid 
■II piQiiwet of agtMBMot with tbe ainoritiM. 

AdrasM la Banaa 

"Itea' was. howarer. anotlm aod. at the noamt. prAap. ana a atm^ 
leaaoa Im Uw imatioD. What wa. that noamt T it wm ^ aoiMt ^ our 
wont dateat ia tha Baat The Orlppa Utedou waa aaaMo^ bj Um Mm HlaiaM 
OB U, Ana daya after tbe fall of Baaiooa. White aeioiialiMa wm is 


aeS INDIAN DBBATE IN PARLIAMENT b. <nr OOBA- 

p r o gi gM the JftpAoeee were edTenoiDg rapidly. Not only Oeylon but India’s 
eoaatd ports soflered bombiog raids which looked like the harbingers of far worse 
to come for the great cities ol eastern India. 

*Tt never oeeuned to ns bare that there was any connection between the event 
and the eending oat of Sir Stafford Orippa. For Mr. Gandhi the connection would 
seem to have been only too obvious. In his eyes the Oripps Mission was the 
hoisting of a distress singal— a belated appeal to the Conness to commit Itself 
to a war policy which could only help to bring upon India toe horrors of invasion. 
Our offor was to him nothing more than— I ‘quote his own words— 'a post-dated 
cheque on> failing bank.’ 

^ During the week that followed the rejection of our proposal, a week of eou- 
tinnons reverses in Burma, Hr. Qandhi concentrated all his efforts on a campaign 
by which the British Government in India was to be forced to quit India and hand 
over the control of the continent to such a government as might or might not 
emerge or abandon it to anarchy. How far be really believed the Government of 
India could be forced to surrender in view of the precariousness of the militaiy 
situation or .how far he was mainly concerned with reinauring the Congress with 
victorious Japaneie invadera it is impossible to say. 

’The House will have read in the White Paper Mr. GandhVa original draft 
resolution of last April which began with the conolnsion ‘Britain is incspable of 
delendina India’ and free India’s first step would probably be to negotiate with 
Japan. It will also have followed the successive stsgesby which the 'original 
renoliitlon waa modified in deference to those elements like Pandit Nehru who were 
not only committed by their sincerely expressed past utterances to sympathy with 
China and Russia but were more alive to the desirability of conciliating opinion here 
and in the United States. With the one exception, however, of Mr. MajagopalaohsarU 
whoae earnest and proph^ letter of appeal to Mr. Oandhi^ 1 hope, has been read 
by every member, the doubting members of the Working Committee seem to have 
been content with the faeede of the resoluiUon* 

**What is more signifieent ie that they seem to have acquiesced in its con version 
from a general demand that Britain should quit India to the specific threat contained 
in the resolution ol Jnly 14 last Ibia demand was to be enforced by a campaign 
of maoe dvil dieobedience or. to use Mr. Gandhi’s own words, 'by Qpen rebellion,* 

They did endorse the demand that there should be an open rebellion unless 
their elium wee admitted. On Augnet 8, the AlMndia Oohgreee Committee gave 
definite endoreement and sanction to the rsbelljfon. 

Vleeroy’e OaHnel Pmtaed 

"It may help to understand all that lay behiad the decision when I remind the 
Houee that the mouth which preceded it had seen us driven in retreat wiihiu ^ 
wdlca of Alazandria and recorded the fall of Rostov and the imminent threat to 
Btallagvad and the Oaucttus, while only the monsoon, shortly to break, seemed to 
etand between India and a Japanese invasion. 

"Hapi^ly there wee better and sterner stuff in India than the Oongreaa leadere 
teokoned. 

"Not only India but the whole Allied cause owed a deep debt of gratitude to 
those Indian members of the Vieeroy’s KKecutive whoso swift and resolute decision 
to arrest the organisers of mischief caused the rebellion to go off at bidf-cock. 

"It owes no lesa to the loyal civil aervants, Indian policemen and soldiers 
who itood faithful to their trust through the anxious and trying weeka which 
followed, and to the vast majority of the Indian imblic, Hindu aa well as Muslim, 
who stood aloof and even gave their active support to the authorities. 

"Wit^the actual character and course of the Oongiesa rebellion 1 dealt at some 
length in the debate in October last, llie irhole subject ia dealt with commehen- 
aibly and conclusively in the White Paper. If there are members who, having atndied the 
White Paper ean^etill believe that a really non-violent movement of national protest 
waa all that was ever Intended or that Mr. Oandhi cannot have any illuaiona aa to 
the nature of the oonflagreiioa which he was determined to epread all over India, 

I have really nothing to aay to them, nor, la there anything 1 can aay to those who 
are etill prepared to argne that a cofieentrated and akilled attack upon vital eeotocs 
of itrat^oal communloaiiona and npon all Govemmeni buildinga, aaaociated aa 
they were both phyaically and In pnblle eatimate with the Oongiesa Party, %en 
merely a apontannsua maniiost ali o n of public indignation at tke aixeit of 0piadai 
poiitioM leMtcai 
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. ** • to cr^ulity, and no one who has taken pains to go through 

Uie White Paper can remain in doubt as to what was intend^ and what was, 
in fact, attempted. 'Jlie case against Mr. Gandhi and his assooiatea Is overwhelming. 
1 have seen it assertiKi in certain quarters that the While Pafier is a mere ease 
for the pn^iitioii, unsupporU'd by evidence required for conviction. It is a 
statement of facts, many of them elicited in the course of investigation before 
oonrts. TheM facts have not been arranged to obtain conviction for there haa 
been no^ trial, still less conviction, of Congress leaders ; but they are abundant 
justification for the Government of India’s decision to detsin the leading mischief- 
makers in innocuous isolation. 

”1 say additional justification for I must remind the House that the declsrr^d 
decision of the A II -India Congress Committee was to paralyse the sdministration 
at a moment of grave national peril by a campaign of mats disobedience. That 
was ample justification and would have been ample if not a single drop of blood 
had been sbed or a single rail torn up. Flickering remnants of the coiiflagraiion 
sdll occur sporadically. 

“The need for watchfulness remains, but, brosdiy specking, I think, It can be 
uud that the Congrms Party’s rebellion has been successfully dealt with by the 
Government of India and the Provincial Governments concerned. 

Mr. Oandhi’s Fast 

’’Since then there has been the curious epilogue of Mr. GandhVa fast to 
capacity, happily successful in that respect, happily unsuccessful in the attempt to 
coerce the Government of India into granting tiia release, by the creation of an 
emotional ertais. it is to be regretted tliat three members of the Viceroy's 
Executive, men who had done eminent public aervlce and not the least in dealing 
with the troubles last autumn, should have allowed themselvea to be swayed by 
that emotional crisis. •Their places, I understand, will be filled in the near future 
by no less capable Indian public men. There is no going back upon the 
expansion of the Council which Mr. Aney, one of the resigning members, has 
since his rmignatioii described as an ’outstanding reform,’ offering enough scope 
for solid service to the Indian people by Indian members even nnder the existing 
system and still more by conventions which steadily and alowly grow up. 

“T'o return to Mr. Gandhi, I understand the Viceroy has agreed to receive a 
deputation ariaing oat of the recent meeting of the non-party leaders in Bombay. 
These leaders apparently wiab to suggest that Mr. Gandhi roav now be disposed to oe 
miore reasonable if allowed contact with his detained Congress followers and wlthpolU 
tical leaders outside, i think the full account which 1 have given to the aousa 
of Mr. GandhV% attitude and of that of hia party throughout the war culmlnatiag 
in the reckless and defeatist action of last year must have convinced the Bonie how 
difficult and, indeed, dangerous it would be to consider any concession of that naiora la 
the absence of the most explicit sssurances and effective guarantees, of oompleta 
change of attitude and conduct on the part of those who have brought so mush oo^ 
hanpinesa upon India and might be stin capable of so much danger to the whole 


”I can only ssy that no sign of any aiich change of heart in Mr. Gandhi can 
be traced in his recent correepondenoe with the Viceroy. 

’’Where do we stand 7 Is there no conciliatory gesture, no eympatbetlo Initia- 
tive which might serve to break the deadlock if not with the Oongress leaders, at 
any rate as between the other Indian parties 7 I do not believe it Is fair either to 
Lead Linlithgow, who haa been unwearied in endeavouring to Mng tha . partiaa 
together or to the other parties themselves or even to the Congress Party tfi 
auggeat that the deadlock is something which can be resolved by mere symnametle 
haidling or some happy exp^ient which may have been overlooked in franlng 
lest yeara declaration. The differeDces are far too deep and far too sincerely held. 


Leagae And Mahasahha 

"Mr. Jimtah on the one side and the leaders of the Mahasahha ra tha othp'# 
to taka two extrema points of view, are each oootending lor vtot tlm end tha 
milBott iMhind them believe to be fiial prindplee between which to tMr piciSlit 
mood ttd litiuition as they aee it they m find eoaipmte It 
bbming them. Let ns rather see whom the dlfibrence lies ^ ^ liileos^ 
MEWatod it in the recent yeatt. the Hlndn maiorlty of el! poi^ the Co^j^ 
ST MsImmMui and the Liberals are sohatantiallf agreed M one tltog-4n 
upon the of the unity of India at lamt for flie meal iMantia 
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eommon rarposes. The Moelim ettitade was olearly and nneqalToeallr daftaed by 
the Masiim LfHifi;ne*s Secretary and apokeeman in the recent oebate in tibie 
Aaeembly when he declared ; **l^e Maetims in India will nerer accept any fomi of 
Oentral Goyeroment which will place them at^ the mercy of the majority 
cornmnnity.” Are these points of view really incompatible T They hare not 
prored incompatible so as the ultimate control has rested with the impartial 
authority of this House. Are thej really and necessarily incompatible under that 
dmocratic freedom which not only the Indian parties bat all parties in this House 
with India to enjoy ? The conclusion to which I hare personally been driven by my 
contact wMr this problem over the last three yean ia that the problem ic not 
Ineolnble. , . , 

"But it cannot he eolved unless we and atill more India can get away from 
the idee that there is only one sealed pattern of democracy, namely, the partioalar 
form of parliamentary executive which we have developed in this oonntry. 

"I believe with all my heart that oum is the best type of demooiaey in the 
world— the most flexible and yet also the etrongeet and most dorahle. 

*'Bat it ean only exist in a relatively homogeneone oonntry where free 
disonnion can convert the minority of today into the majority of tomorrow and 
where a strong tradition of ^ national parliamentary give-and-take 

^ dletatorehip of 

nt so deeply 

_ _ . immovably 

permanent majority or else the alternative of diernption. Would anyone dream of 
maldtig our system the bseis of a Federal Oovemment for Enrope f Let me 
Ottote Bwiserland with its three separate races. Swixerland lives in happy unity 
under one of' the most democratic federal constitutiona in the world bat ons 
under which no one race or party can secure the control of the exeentite. 

wonder whether Bwttserland could have hoped nndn onr system to have 

bordefi. Twenty-five 


wnere a Sirong irMaiiian ux II»UUU»I uu&»jr puu imEuaiuauNic/ 
traneeend the exigencies of party paBeion and the dictator 
party organisation. Imposed as the Oentral Government of a continent i 
divided ae India the system would only mean the tyranny M an in 


■ yfni.riftii ot natfoadiat eonfltet ottUid* onr boidei , 

nco uk Honae medgnd itnelf to the prograiaiTe nttUnnint of leeponrim ' Goreni' 
■lont for lodie* We intended it then end we intend it e?en more' dtanetly end 
more immedintely todey that Indie ahonid lire under • GoTemm«t m e p one i ble 
not to Perlinment here bnt her own people under her own eonetitation. Bat whet 
we have too lightly eaenmed and whnt we huTe led India to ammo wee that this 
Goremmeot would neeeeanrily be onr own pnrtienlar ^pn. The ownr wn ban 
come to the fnlillment of onr pledge the more aonte haa beeonw tM intmnl deed- 
loek in India. The exparienoe of reeponeible Goremmant in the Prorineae aa eoatrolhd 
by a totalitarian Hindu oMttrcliy hae enotmonsly aomtetad it. (to ramt 
^ ^u.«Hnn. here only widened the bteaoh, and yeti firmly baliore that then aaay 

be more then one road. . j, .. 

Bnt of Aeenalemad Uaea 

"Uka waena bnceinic angrily np and down a window pane otai tha adMaing 
whadoii^ay M wide op«i we an all held np frastratad and Mtatad to (to aa- 
bnt inenperabte barrier of our eoneiitutionnl ptepoaaeaeione. If only oat 
-inil end, ebore ell, the mind of Indie eonld emerge from tto rat of oar oeeoa- 
|i„M wd look for fraah conetraotire eolntione whatefor ttMV may to 
borrowed from end adapted to Indie’e conditlone. I am opamiatte enoaiA to ba^ 
that the oeeemn way round the present deadiMk nmy to fooM nod pnrim 
found mon rnpidly than now eeeme poeeible.. It k for tto Indim OemidTea 
to find the way. TTioy alone can find n aolutum for, it k only whan _ ton hata 
found it for thmeelree that they will to minded to make it 0000^ There k 
only one thing mon I want to add. Ihe Houee haa bm my tkod to am dating 
^ PMt threo yeara. It has, I think, giren me credit for attempting to meto eoA 

pngieia at dimonit ifireumataneea hare allowed. ^ 

■•It has, I hopA giren me credit for endeaTonnog to meintaia a ^ttre end 
eooBtraetoe ontlooh in tto face of a bafiting and bewild^g ptoUam. Bo I trnat 
it will bear with me in what I am now Miog to eay. We here no ream to to 
amed of onr paat record in India. Never, if 1 may janton to aelw eerto 
at words need by the Prime Minktar in a different oontast-naim him ao few 
M io ihi ic h for tto topplneea of ao many, done 10 mnto, to, dkpel, fear and 
alleviato want, aa waa dona for the toiling mlllione of India by a toadfid ol 
Btidib adminWton in tto lart eentnry. The woi« m doM kkou ^dto 
the limitathma of the oatiook ti that age m wdl as tto Iced eoadltou ia lo^ 
Sthat ffnia. Bat it waa good and aadaxing work Tor, all itot. , It — — 
Hum, whd ^ it Mliand in thaii teak and baUand in 
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bmaw we who emt oat belleTed ia oarealTee and had lUth in o«r 

mMon io the world. Beoaoee we believed in oar miaeion, India believed In It too 
and leeponded. 

PinereBt Afe 

T we live in a very different age. We are dealing with a very different 

India. Oar own outlook on all theae problems of Government and racial relation- 
•hip has andergooe and rightly undergone a profound change. Have we brooght 
into the new^ age toe same faith or the same confident vision that inspired the 
earlier generationl There was inspiration, and no one can deny it» in the old 
vision of a beneficent paternal empire. How much more splendid, more inspiring 
la the vision of a ^mmoii-wealth of Free Nations freely associated in eqaal 
partnerahip reuardless of all differences of race or creed, a partnership not m^y 
for mutual defend, of mutual tr^e, but a partnership, and what is more, a \mi 
io the world, in all gcpd living, in all right thinking, in all generous striving. If 
we /have failed to inspire India with that vision, if our response to Indian 
nationalism has looked to Indians too much like reluctance yielding to pressuia, 
if our desire to k^p India within the Commonwealth has seemed to them a mere 
instinct of hanging on to some last indefinite shred of past authority, may it not 
be due to the fact that we have riot ourselves realised sufficiently, clearly and 
vividly toe visioo of a united Commonwealth. 

*^How can we expect Indiana to share the vision of a united Commonwealth 
in all the ranm of its opportunity, in all the breadth of its fre^om if— I hope 
I may be mlowed to quote the lin«>a of Francis Thompson — *it is wet, *tis our 
estranged faces that raise many splendonred '.things.* . As for faith, surely what we 
in this little island, what we of this loosely bound yet amazingly coherent 
Commonwealth, this youngest yet infinitely hopeful experiment in supernational 
co-operation, what we have already shown to the world in the darkest hours of the 
present struggle— surely that should give us faith in ourselves and in the idenie 
and possibilities of that Common wealth in facing the tasks before us. Of those 
tasks there is none that can compare in its importance to every member of oar 
Commonwealth as well as to the future peace of Asia and world with a solatlon 
on a stable and enduring basis of this great and difficult problem of India. We 
cannot solve it by shirking our responsibilities to the peoples of India and to the 
Allied cause while the enemy is at India’s gates. We can only help to solve it 
by our continuing goodwill to India, by our active interest in India and by oar 
encouragement of every effort that Indians may make to find their own way out 
of their present deadlock, above all it may be by imparting to them some meaeare 
of our common faith in our common future. 

New Element In BItnation 

The debate on Mr. Amery's statement was opened by Mr. C, G, Ammom 
(Labour), who said that the Labour Party condemned the attempt to organise eivU 
disobedience at this time. After a tribute to Mr. Amery^s ‘ undoubted sympathy" 
for India, Mr, Ammon criticised the recent White Paper, declaring timt no goM 
purpose could be served by harping back to past mistakes. **Tm rri^on oi 
Cripps proposals," Mr. Ammon said, "might have resulted from the mffioalto In 
whica oritish and toe Allied nations then found ^ themselves." ^1^ 
situation brightening, further discussions may be possible. We should tofee m 
initiative. Mr. Churchill, broadcasting recently, suggested the formation of a 
Council of Asia. “There is a beginning.^ The door is slightly Mar. Ip^ and 
China in a Council of Asia could take the leadership of the entire Far East." 

Members murmured approval when Mr. Ammon- said : “We want to say 
nothing in this debate to stir up ill-will in IndU, but rather to Md out • MMif; 
teUing Indm that whatever mistakes have b^ m^e in the 

and toe majority of the people have no desire other tow toat India shoMd helm 
at the earliest possible moment to play her part in cstabliriiing a new and hef 
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them mn eommiUMl to wldMMle yioiMM mi •et, ^ imojnOM U 
tooncht talk, with llr. OantUu would Im Mefnl it would M * 
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ladbi aiiist 1^7 a leading part in anoh a eoimoil ia eo-opetatton with OUna and 
Bnana. It wae waia Indian politioians looked ahead to fit thrtr eonntrx to play 

%i6y conld do more in Indin than wo could do ontcide. Boying he wm glad 
Chat Mr* Ame^y had atruck an optimistic note, he asked if it would not be possible 
even now to set afoot some method by which the fatnie constitution mifl^t be 
studied. 

Mr. Qammans (Oon.) urged the OoTernment to explain the British policy 
more clearly in the United Btates. The American public failed to xesliae what 
tbe Indian Army had done or the importance of the Muslim point of view, d^ey 
did not realise that there were more Muslims in India than there were ^rmana 
in the entire world. 

Mr. A, Sloan (Lab.) declared : **It now rests with us. not with the Indians 
to make a new approach. Their leaders are in }ail. They are not free men to 
discuss this matter. It rests with us to reopen the negotiations so peremptorily 
closed when Bir Stafford Cripp$ so hurriedly left India.'* 

Sir John Wardlaw-Mttiie (Oon.) said : *'We have to face the fact 
that it will not be possible for the Indian people when the war ends to set up by 
agreement any constitution -making body. We are too fond of understanding 
Mat we have done in India. We have given her peace and order after chaos, 
freed her from the worst effects of disease and famine and financially given her 
tbe most generous treatment. Although in deadly peril from Japan, she has actually 
gained from the war. 

*'Bbe has become one of our greatest arsenals largely at other people’s expense 
and there have been wartime developments which will be of vast post-war valne 
to her. 

We cannot leave India to her fate. After this war the world's entire 
economic system will have to be reconsidered between the Allies. Oould we not at 
the same time invite the Allies to help solve this Indian problem ?** 

Mr. Harvey (Ind.) agreed with the criticisins of the White Paper. It should 
have.contained, he said, simply actual statements rather than argument tending 
to place the entire responsibility upon Mr. Oandhu He suggested that the 
Commons should appeal, on the one hand, to the Government of India to reopen 
negotiations, and on the other hand, to Mr. Gandhi aii4 hia colleaguea to meet that 
act in a spirit of understanding. 

Sir G. Sehnater’s ^lea 

Sir George Schuster (LibJ agreed tiiat the form of the White Paper 
was somewhat unfortunate. Bir George said that Mr. Gandhi carried the entire 
responsibility for a revolt intended to paralyse the Government and to piake it 
accept the Coi^resa demands in a grave hour of peril for India. As a fkilitical 
leader, Mr. Gandhi was a complete disaster to his party, to his country and the 
#orld. It was impossible to deal with him after the statements be hdd made. 
'*1 feel bound,” stated Sir George, "to make clear that there is at present no possi- 
bility of negotiating with the Oongress— no possibility of reaching a settlement 
during tbe war by any political concessions, and little possibility of doing anything 
with the Congress as long as Mr. Gandbi decides their policy. Hie Government 
will have my support in continuing the attitude they have adopted. 

'The Congress muet take part in any final settlement, but must be remnable. 
Anyone encouraging them along other lines or seeking to appease them,” ooserved 
Sir George, "is undoubtedly aiding c procedure leading to violence and bloodshed. 
l%at is tberfirst rfiality in the present situation. The second reality is that the 
Congress attempt at a revolt has failed. That points to the existence of elements 
in the situation far * removed from anything tbe Oongress represents. Tbe third 
reality is that the Muslim must be enabled to order their own sffairs. The fourth 
reality eonoerna the British position. I hope it will be our upalterable position, 
clearly underatood in India, that after a long series of conoeasions and attempts at 
oompromise we have come down to bedrock principles. Britain oaii only leave India 
if there is a solutton agreed to between tbe main elements,” 

Sir George Boboster oontinned that the independent and strategic seenrity 
of India eonoeroed the United Nations as well as Britain and India, and might weU 
be diseuseed with our Allies. "But while it Is important that after these distnrbanoes 
India should setds down to s poriod of trsnqnillfty ws esnnot bs content to do 
nothing. After the fsilore of the Oongress esmpsign snd tbe fsilursolMr. Qsndhi's 
lest and now that Indians see the tide of wsr strength risiiig— now Is the thns lor 
IS to otlsi^ 0 new initiative In India.** He saggested that Mr. ChutMU dumld 
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.nroifrr ftllArwifde. Mr. Harvtv in hit intirating speech snimsdTerted on the form 
of the White Peper. I do not think he wee qnite eorieet in his essertioo. 'Ihe 
pertienler pert to which he obiected wes reelly e smell colleetion of Mr. Gandhi '9 
ftetementi which were set egeinst the Oi>ngnM plen but in the body of the plen 
the seme qnotetUm is set ont in its proper context. Bo Mr. Harvey can acquit 
the Oofernment of Indie of any attempt to deoeiTc. 

**I think there is no disagreement in this House in the general desire of all of 
ns that India sbonld as soon as practicable attain self-government We want the 
Qovemment of India by Indians but that does not Jnst mean that the Qovernment 
of Indiw will be in the hands of some one person or some few people of a parti- 
enlar race. **What we are pledged to is to give India democratic Government Mere 
majority rule alone doea not give you democracy. In a country which is not 
homonneous, democracy can only work if there is doe regard to the rights of 
minonties and one must rememb^— it is no good blinking the fact— that India is 
an enormons country full of great varieties of people who hold their views with 
tenacity and vigour. Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Parsis, high casles. low castes, 
onteasts-^all those people have their feelings, lliey have their ways of life to which 
thep cling passionately. 

**Politioal systems cannot easily be transferred from one country to another. 
Terms which are used in one country may cross the sea and be used to cover some- 
thing ^ite different 

**We are accustomed in this cotintry to think of our political parties but we 
have become very well aware that the word 'party' can have quite a different 
connotation in other countries. The Naal Party and the Fascist Party have very 
little in common with the democratic parties which we have over here, and it is 
one of the troubles that in India there is a tendency for political parties to be much 
more like the totalitarian parties of the continent than the partiee which we have 
in this country," 

Labourite Mr. Soreneet^ interjecting said: "Is he not aware that on page 
44 Appendix Three, the All-India Congress Committee made it dear that the 
Government they visualised is not an exclusive Congress Government but an all- 
party Government T" 

Cnrlcas Position Of Hr. Gandhi 

Mr. Attlee replied : "I am quite aware of that, I have read all the documents. 
I think that if Mr. Sorensen has read Professor Coupland's very fair survey he will 
find that my view is tenable, that there is a degree of totalitarianism in the Congress 
Party which would be foreign to this country. Besides that, Buperimposrd on that system 
Is the curious position of Mr. Qandhi, Yon can tale what view you please of Mr. Qandhi 
but he does, on occasion, act as the dictator of the Congress Party. Personally as 
a democrat l object to the dictatorship of the reputed saint quite as much as the 
diotatorship of ths notorious sinner. Take the kind of action which Mr. Qandhi 
baa taken. He really acts quite against democratic conceptions which I believe are 
deeply and most sincerely held by the leaders of all Indian political partiea. That 
is why you get a euriousW different atmosphere in that country in which the 
xdiglone poution of Mr. Qandhi is intermingled with the political conceptions of 
democracy. I think, generally spesking, as In so many debates and discussions In 
India, everybody realised the difficulties and no one was very clear on a solution. 1 
know I found that when 1 bad to go round India, I beard at great lengtii every 
pomible difficulty and no one coula tell me a way. out. 

"All they oould eay was one thing is certain, you cannot go back. Another 
would say one thing is certain, we cannot go on as we are. Another ironld say one 
thing Is certain, we do .not know where to go. 

••Xher Secretary of*Btate was. 1 am glad to say, helpful. Sir John Wardlaw 
Milne wu rather despairing. 1 do not believe^ and I think it is quite wrong to 
eneouxage Indians to believe, that this country can decide the Indian constitutional 
ditteuHy. I do not think that even iujggestion that waa made that we might call 
In our Alliei eonld deelde it, because the essential thing about democracy is this : 
dsmomM^^ torn but its sidiit. Too most have williugness to work any 

"I Gdnk Bir George Behueter was right in saying wc mnst stand firm when 
wt an and aleo that we made a magnificent geetnn when we sent Bir Btegord 
Orippe to India.’* 

OOBCnvativa^ Bir John Wardlow Milne, intending laid : *'I had no intention 
of mgignting that whether bar onraelTeB or with the AiBea after the war we ahonld 
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eoiifldsr • new bontfcitntioo, wiihoat the help of IndUne. At all Bound l^ble 
OoofeiOBoee lor yean poet, Indiane were present.** 

Mr. Afifee reenmlu^ ^ eneoarege lodlent to 

think that thii in a decision that can be made by some one else. Our offirr was 
made in the dark days. 

»lt m.; be .oggested that it WM nede beceme thON den wen dark bat we 
here naffirmed it wlicn onr position is vastly improved and it stiii holds the Add. 
It is the only.praetical proposal whereby al|. tectiont of Indian opinion trill be able 
to ait tOKsther and form tbeir own conautation. 

"It has been said that die Pjime Minister deliberately ezoinded India bom 
the Atlantic Obarter. On the contrary what he pointed out was that the Atlantie 
Charter did not qualify varioua atatemenis which had been made from time to time 
sbout the development of constitu Lionel government in Indie. Our decleretion of policy 
towerds Indie entioipeted the AUentic Oherter aud they ere far more precise 
the necessarily rather general phrases there. The suggestion whether It is not 
possible to work out some constitution for India other than thgt formed on the 
model of our oonetitution in BriUin is well worth exploring. An attempt to fit 
the euit of clothes made for ibis little islaud to that enormous sub-continent is an 
impoBsibility. One could devise many forms of consUtution, borrowing perhaps from 
the continent or the United Statce wnich would be nearer to the old Indian tradition 
of government and mi^ more suitable, but the trouble is Indian politicians will not 
accept that. 1 have discussed it over and over again with them. 1 have said that the 
Westminster model is not really suitable. But Indians ^ beliere that it is tbs ligltt 
form of demodrsoy. It is perhaps a tribute to ourselves here thst they do look on uiis 
Uottse as the supreme example of democracy in action. But if one tried to deviee 
something of that kind the only answer would be *we do not like it*. It is no 
good giving something that would not be worked. Tbe^ fact is that words and 
gestures do not really answer the ineluctable wense of the situation. With regard 
to the suggested broadosat by the Prime Minister, I should be the last to 
undervalue the power of the Prime MinUier’s words but they cannot altar facts 
of the Indian situation. I^o forms of democracy are of any use without spirit If 
tha peoples of varied race, language and religion are to live together as one 
community there must, above all things, be tolerance ; there must not be a spirit 
of domination whether by one section that riaims intellectual, or by another whidi 
daims physical superiority. The misfortune of the last 20 years has been that 
Indian political parties have taken the wrong road— the road towards an exclusive 
and totalitarian outlook. 1 would like to see them return to the older, and in a 
broader sense, more liberal tradition of the earlier Congress movement. I believe 
that men like Mr. GokhaU^ Mr. Bajagopalcfchari, Pandit Nehru, Mr. Jinnah and 
others, who are real democrats, could bring about such a return. We are still 
prepared and ready, when any favourable opportunity offers, to work to the best 
of our ability to help our Indiao friends find a solution of thsse problems.*' 

House of Lords— London — 6th. April 1943 
Earl of Miineter*a Speech 

The Earl of MuneUr, in a maiden speech as Under-Secretai^ of Stats for 
ludiiL opened the debate on the Indian situation in the House of Lords on April 6. 

The debate arose on a series of Government motions to approve the 12 
months* extension of the proclamations under the Government of India Act in 
reference to six Indian Provinces, bimilar motions had been approved by the House 
of Commons the previous week. ... 

Lord Munster announced that the Viceroy hoped veiy soon to be able to give 
the namee of Indians succeeding to the *vacaDcies caused by the three recent resig- 
nations from the Ooveruor-Oeneisl's Executive Council. 

Lord Munster said : **Let me leave the political issues for a moment and 
turn to another aide of the Indian picture— the Indiao warrior races. Perhaps 1 
may give the House a brief account of the present state of the armed lotoes in 
India. The aiae of the Indian Army continues to expand steadily and recr^tssentt 
which la entirely on a voluntary basis, shows no sign of any slackening or abating. 

'Tt ia a remarkable fact that during the peiiod of internal dieordeia last year 
the figuree of recruiting reached their highest peak i>f 70,0CU ^onth and the average 
voluntary enlistment dtuiog the last three months still is 6(^000. _ 

, **DnriRg the disturbances the Indian Arinr was emplOTed in the 

civi] power Si the maintenanee of law and order. Hera was, indM, n diOenlt an4 
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nDMmgeniil bnxden, bat the talk wm eorried oat with the oomplete Icmlw ud 
doFOtion to duty for which Indiin eoldien hcFe beeo lo loug feoowiiad* 

**OoyeniQn of the prorincee beye ell borne tcBtimony end peid e tribnti 
to ^ condnet end friendltneee of ell troope in their handling of the civil 

Wof]d*e Lufeet Velanteer Army 

^ **Todey the Indien Army etende et orer 1,5 (X]l 000 strong. Besidls heying the 
largest yolunteer army in the world, it also has the largest force of any one ot ova 
Dominions serving oyerseos in all the theatres of war. This army also inelades 
considerable forces of the Princes, who haye placed the whole of their services it 
the dim^al of the King*£mperor. 

*'The Fourth Indiim Division, which has fought from Abyssinia to the llueth 
Line, and the Fifth Indien Division have both won undying feme end glory. 

**Theie is yet another army about which little is heard but which is oerryinr 
oat its vital but monotonous duties of watch and ward on the North-West Frontier 
of India* It is seldhm in the limelight or participating in operations or giving 
battle to the Japanese or any other of our enemies.. But nevertheless, when I 
recall the constant sources of anxiety of these frontier areas to India in the lift 
war, you will see how vital on their duties in maintaining peace and tranquillity in 
the country* 

"We should not forget the Nepalese battalions, whose service were so reidilj 
offered, at the bei^nin^ of the war by our firm friend, the Maharaja of Nepal. 

**Oonoorrently with the building up of the army, vast engineering projccti 
hove been undertaken by the civil population in conjunction with the service. 
Quite apart from the military highways have been built, railways have 
improved, and modernised and enlarged and important new factories have bem 
constructed and a vast number of aerodromes have been made to meet the 
requirements of the expanded air force. 

**The runways of these aerodromes would make a broad concrete road 
stretching across the breadth of India from Bombay to Calculto, a distance of 
1.100 miles. 

Indian Air Force 


*1116 Indian Air Force is the youngest of the fighting services. Tbs fint 
flight came into being in 1938 and the first ^uodron was not completed until 1939. 
The tenth birthday of the force coincicled with Uie twenty-fifth birthday of tbe 
founding of tbe Royal Air Force. To-day this force bos been greatly expanded 
and, in addition to its many regular squadrons, it also includes an Indian Air 
Force Voluntary Reserve, in which both Europeans and Indians serve as pilots. 
This force has taken its full share in tbe war. Units have operated in Burnai. 
besidea patrolling coastal waters^ and they have also provided air co-operntion sod 
support to tiko army of the North-West Frontier, 


Royal Indian Navy 

**La8tly, 1 come to the Royal Indian Navy, whose size has increased tenfold 
slaoe the outbreak of hostilities. 

"Ships of the Royal Indian Navy have served and steamed in all seas, includ- 
ing tbe Atlantic, and actions of H. M. 1. S. Jumna of Java and H. M. I-.S. 
Bengal against Japaiiese armed raiders in the Indian Ocean are both outstanding 
examples of the occompliabmeuts and heroism of Indian sailors. 

^ Financial Aspeej 


"All this effort has. placed upon India administratively and physically s strain 
greater than has ever previously been attempted and probably os gnat as tbe 
resoutcea of that country are capable of carrying. 1 will give some indication oi 
the financial problem involved and I am informed that there is a good deal oi 
mtsappf^sasion oiid misconception abroad. 

**Though India has to finance tbe whole of this effort in the first instance, not 
all is ehameable to Indian revenues sod a considerable port is ultimately recoversnie 
from the Imperial Exchequer. . u— «. 

"We have followed the principle always hitherto adopted, that India is 
cially responsible for . her own defence. The revenues of India axe not applied 
maintenance of Imperial interests beyond tbe borders of India. Indio, for lost^ 
pays for all bar forces, British and Indian, so long os they are in Indio. 3be W 
in the numeroua aerodromea which have to be construoted there, and all 
works neeeiaary on so large a oeole, because on attack tbreateno from the east an 




[ B. or LOBDB^ 


B70 INDIAN DEBATE IN PABLIAMENT 

MmUb Attitade 

**The Muslims, who 20 years ago seemed disposed to oo-operate with the 
Congress, became alarmed at the prospect of being permanently in • minority in 
n Central Goremment based on a system of parliamentary migoritieo. Thi^ broke 
away and set up their own lead. That lead ultimately deyeloped a policy whioh 
to preserve the political solidarity of ther own followers, saerifioed that unity 
wtach our aasociaiion had conferred on India. ^ 

the other band, the Oongreea Party haa moved far away from Mr. Oaudhi 
and Mr. Gokbale’e principles and baa become today a body which ia imho^ with 
totaUtariau tendencies. 

"All our efforts to find a basis for settlement designed on the BiitUh model 
have failed, to expect a sudden change of heart. Over a number of yeara we htye 
made onrselvea responsible for educating Indiana in the form of damocratie 
Qovernment under which we .live and thrive. Every Act of Parliament that has 
been passed has been designed to promote and foater this form of rule in India 
We have always consistently assumed that our own constitution is quite ada^ble 
to this sab-con tiiieof . and W6 have always been fully prepared to aaslat in the 
export of onr system for remaking the oonstitation. 

Appeal To Party Leaders 

"I venture to think that, if before the passing of the Act of 1935 any of His 
Majesty’s Governments had euggested a constitutional government baaed on the 
ayitem under which we live was imjiraoticable for India there wonld have bMn an 
outcry that we were challengtufS riie ideology of the Indiana to shape their own 
government on the model that we had taught them and that had been practised 
so aoecessfully in its home of origin. It would have been said that we werelinsult- 
ing their political leadera and damaging their prestige throughout the whole world. 
^ any repudiation on our part would have been met with statements to prove our 
anderfying insincerity towards India. 

*'fn a changing world, amendment Is always necessary, but whilst the broad 
prineipleB of the offer which was taken to India by Sir Stafford Crippa are stiU 
open, 1 wonder wiiether the deadlok would be removed and progress made towards 
a aettlement if Indian leadera of all parties would come with calm and quiet 
deliberation to discuss the chances of finding a conalUution of their own manu- 
facture— « constitution not necessarily built upon the institutions which we have 
found best fitted to onr own widely different conditions but one which, neverthe- 
less, would accord India a position as a- lull self-governing State within the British 
Empire and which has been made wether-proof and habitable for all. 

‘^Surely it is not too late now to ask the great political parties in ludia to 
solve this problem in their wsy. No exertions on their part can be too great 
Wisdom and sympathy are predominantly required, but. above all, a spirit of 
eompromise and underatandiog must be the sum and anbatance of any aettlement 
We should, of course, be prepared to render any asaiatance and any help to such 
a body. 1 am not without hope that when India ia confronted, as indeed she must 
be, with her own position in the poat-war world, with ail the opprtunitiea that will 
be opened to her and with all the danger that will persist, the prospect of 
agreement amongst the Indian political parties may be more hopeful than it is 
at preaent. 

"Finally, let me add, it is now for the Indians to adapt their beliefs to their 
own unique problems and needs. Let them turn to their task gifted with vision 
and foresight, so that they may eventually find and escape from their present 
pfirplexitiea. But until the day arrives when we can announos to the woria that 
agreement amongst the Indians themaeivet has been reached, '^tbe British people 
eannot surrender to the foroea of anarchy ^nd they must coutinue to be reaponsible 
for the'' welfare and peace of this vast land and its millions of inhabitants.*’ 

Lord Fartnpdofi (Labour) said that there, was a baaia for agreement with the 
Oongxeas leaders, many of whose alms were the same ai the British Govemmeut’s, 
‘The White Paper gives no evidence of its source or on what the Government based 
their belief in its authenticity. Denial of its authenticity is not perhaps eonclusive, 
btti it la at least evidence that the Oongreaa do not wish the policy outlined in U to 
be attribute to them*” 

Lord Faringdon denied that Mr. Gandhi was dictator or that the Congreot was 
a totalitarian body. He critieiaed the Viceroy’s refusal to allow Mr. Busis^s- 
oharl and other Indlau leadeze to see Mr. Gandlu. He suggested that the ontisb 
Oovemment should invite leaders of all partiet to meet in London ^*to see whether 
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■w w j ^K omot ba huuBi^ ont” Tlw ao-opmtim of tho AlUod CtorcraMBfi 
Mtoold be obtained, if poeeible. 

fianiieZ (Ub^) ^d tlw OongMM Pet^ bed to e (Ml extent thram 
OTtr tiM demoentie philoadphj which it nid purported to delena and ptoniotOe It 
•bowed aigwe of taming towards toUlitarianiam. 

*'WboD demooratie aaaembliea were ejected under the pioviaiona of tiie GOTom- 
sent of India Act, with the Governments responaible to them. w& lU 
Partfe regarded the fact with the greatest saiisfactione We looked upon it as a 
trimapli for constitutional democracy, by far the greatest that had come aboat fat 
any Cviental country. When 1 visited India I formed a very clear opinion that the 
provincial constitutionB were working with remarkable sueceas.” 

Lord Samuel referred to the second part of the report of Prof. Ooupland who 
had been sent to make a survey of the constitutional sitnation. It gave a careful 
review of the success and non-auccess of the provincial aaaembliea and (fatvernmente 
and on the whole reached the eoiielusion that their achievementa were admirable. 
During the peeeage of the Government of India Act double bad been expreeaed 
about thdr ability to maintain law and order, but they had maintained them 
firmly. In eocial legislation they had a remarkable record and they were i&le 
to carry out far more draetio meaeuree in that sphere thmi would have been 
poNible for any alien Government. 

**We, the Liberale, felt that our faith in conatitntional democracy had been 
inetlfiedf But to our deep regret in reeent years there hat eome a divergence. The 
Oongieie Party by far tlu^ best organised and most active end effeetive of Indian 
partlwi. baa. to a great extent, thrown over the democratic philoeophy. which It 
had purported to deieiid and promote. It shows signs of turning towaide 
totalitarinnism. I do not regard Mr. Gandhi ss a dictator, but the Oongreee Party 
are a alngle party, claiming to sf^ak for the whole netlon and they have inalatea 
tbet eleeM Miiiietrles in the provinces ahall be subit'ot to the Inetrnotione ol tho 
Oonm^ Working Committse, sod those within the Oongrsss whom they term 
fheBkh Gdmmand. 

**f4ext to Mr. Oandhi the most distinguished figure it Pandit JawaharfiU 
Mru, whose ability and self-sacrifice and devotion to the cause in which he* 
believee, end whose intellectual powers have made *hlm s striking l^re in the 
poUtiee of India.” 

B e a pew s ihie To Congveas 

Lord Samuel then quoted a long stalement by Pandit Nahru, In wfaieh. he 
ateted, was inclncled the* passage **Mitiisters and Oongrcss parties in Imdelattoras aie 
Tseponsihle to the Oongress and only through it to the electorate.” When the war 
eamo in Beptember. 1959, and the Oongresa Party took a hoetile attitude towarda 
the Government of India the Working Committee aent inetructiona to Oo ngr ee e 
mlniatriea In provinoea where they held msloritiee to reiign, and they, did reeigw. 

realgnod not becaoee they luui lost ths support of their ssasmeHes ; 
thay resigned beeauae while de Jura they were reeponeibie to their eleDtoratee. 
ds faeio they were reepansible to the Working Oommittee of the Congrtee and the 
Hig h Oommand. 

'Tliat ia not democraey, that ia totalitarianism.” said Lord Bamnel with 
emphasis, **It is essentially the same political cread a» animates Masisai, Faaeiam 
MiMj Communism. 

**lndin is unhappy in that the line of party division is the worst any country 
can have->tt is s division according to religtons eommnnities. The Oongress can 
elsimr at best barely more than half the population of India, yet In that totalitarian 
spirit they claim to apeak lor the whole ana when Mr. Oandhi called upon the 
Britlah to quit India he said it would be fiov the Coogreie to take, delivery.” 


Having deeoribed Mualim demands, , Lord Bamnjfi Mdd they vm arm 
imidsble development in the Indian aitnetion and added, *Thoaa of na who 
bdle^ in Uie principlee of democracy cannot adhere in all caaea to tha aimnle 
principle of mstority rule. It cannot apply to n counter where there are fnnda- 
wesM divlaiona, whether of race or religion. . . 

rrbia war ia a maiox criaia In tha blitory of tha world. For na, minor iaanca 
omM to take eecond place. Partiec in this eonntry noogniM t^t and hm pat 
jmSi, lor the time being, their eontrovereiee to unite in dM^ce 
Jbe eonntry hae almoet with, nnanimite oodie forward in dafgiee^ liberrien 

Bat if thia eonntry or Oanedn, Anetri^ Mew B^and or Booth Afriea, or tha 
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U* 8 A. had ftbiUined from aetioii, m the Congreie in Indie bee ebeteined, 
or indoed Eire hee ebeteined, then perbepe freedom ererywhere would hoTe 
gone nnder. 

*'We ere fighting not only for oar own liberties, but the libertiee of Indie 
end ofory other country, end those who now stand aloof ere doing lees then thi^ 
duty to mankind. 

*lt is a pity that leaders of the Congress do not reeliae that glory is not to 
be won in India by abandoning the cause of mankind. Thef bare not merely 
abstained from action, but the Congress has deliberately proclaimed the formnla 
•Nd It is wrons to help the British war effort ny men or money and 
the only worthy effort is to resist all war with non-vioient resistance. 

Congress CompUelty 

**In the name of non>vlolenee tb^ hare led a movement, which was dharac- 
terised in many places by the utmost violence, and the White Paper gives clear 
proof of the oomplicitv cn the Indian Congress leaders in the disorders. Mr. 
Gandhi faced us with an utterly illegitimate method of political controversy, 
levying blackmail on the beet of human emotions, pity and sympathy, by his 
fast. The only creditable thing to Mr. Gandhi about that feet wae ending it.** 

''Referring to the Cripps mission to India Lord Samuel said that in Sir 
Btaff&rd Crij^e "they chose the beet spokesman that could be chosen, and he 
Ais&arged hia task admirably." He ooDsidered that the negotiations brolm down 
OB point on which they would not have broken down had there been any real 
deaure on the part of the Congress to come to a settlement. • 

"We, as Liberale, would not consent in the supposed name of liberty that 
Britain should march with coufuaiou, riots, civil war and economic coltapM. If 
that pnt an end to 200 years of beneficent, conatruf^tive. pacific Britiah adminiatra- 
floD in India that would hold us up to the ecorn of our contemporeriee and 
^6 )ttat oenauie of poaiarity:. The hands of the £ti(>nde of Indian nationaliam in 
this country are tied by the doings nf the Indian Congress itself, and they feel 
It ii nht the Britiah Government whid idioiild be subject to our criticism. 

'"Wa may xegret the tone d ^he prouonncementa and publications that have 
come from Downlim Streot and New Delhi whidli have not always been very 
hgpdiy prosed. It is not only important what you say, but how you say it. This 
Wmte may be good Jourualiam, bat it ie not eo good at a State 

doonmont*" 

Referring to what he said in a former debate, Lord Samuel eontinaed 
that iben mutt be a obange In the .poaition of the Viceroy, which would put 
me Viceroy In the aame poeitioa ee the Oevernore General in the Dominions. 
It wodd enabln him to M>Poiat lome Indian atateamnn ai Prime Minister 
aid enahlo tim to consiltnto an Indian Government. But theee points 
conld not be a aolniloa eo long aa the Coni^reaB took up the attitnde 
It did and so long as by lepeicuaaioB the Mnalim League 

up lie poeltlOB. There must be a change In tho atmosphere. 

"The only new enggeetioB we sen make is that, sinoe active politieiane in 
India have broii|M matters to e complete deadlock that seema likely to endura 
wonld It be poeuble to relegate the matter, unlal some obange of atmosphere takes 
plaea ^ ^ malm of politic aoleotiets t Let some etndioue ezploretloDa be made 
into the poeMbiUtiea of the varione forma of consticution applicable to the vaiioni 
eonditiona of India. The piinmple of ma|ority rule having some to a dead end, 
what poisible principlea might be applied. 

'^Nothing eoidd be bettor for ludiena tbemoeivea than that perhaps aoma 
fibittloat aelenee depertmeBte of greet Indian nniverMta shonld take the initiatiTa 
with the eo-operem, tf theyAmn it, of the U. 8. A. end this eoontn. 

Ta the meentime^ this Sbnise hee no alteraelive but to support His lfe|oa^s 
GofemiMwt here end me Oov e w m ent ef Indie in measurea now before ue today 
and othar meaanma aeaeiaitated by the Intraneigeuiea of the Congraaa Perty.^ 

In coaelnMM, Lnd Samuel oeld that th^oaie lejoioed In the etanaohoeia 
of me fooM the poRsa, the Civil Sendee and omere in India, and i^|olBed In the 
enlietnmiiitoi a mlnioiifuid a hell ooMfiere into the Indian Army and the vest 
maforlil vaaomoee made eveilahlo from India. 

"We look lorteid to the dty when a Ooimea of Ask, wtth a foes Indie end 
wtaer foneheelad today, may be ehlo to foke a foil sad heipfol 

^ Lmd BrXSedsgdks of hie loeBiigi of reel pcido sod hoooar in the fast 



•4lAfL.*48] LORD HAILEY'S BFEBOH fS 

IlMt for over KX) yoori Britain ufegnarded Indian intartata with Jnatioa. 

fMdiy. eaxa and honeatj. ■ 

Lardflallaf 

Lord Bailey laid : **Tha Ooogiaaa Party waa ob?lonil:r firaparad for m lanil^;; 
of viotenoa and diaorder, aod that at tha moat eritical pariod for it felt t^l aa ,a ' 
laaolt of anoh diaordar it ooold aatabliah Ita own pMominanea in India. Xha 
Oongraaa aannot any longar aaeuma. aa it onaa awnmed tha poaitlon of acda fipli- 
aantatira of Indian opinion. Wa ahall hara to aak oniadraa now ariialhir, ad«^a 
matter of fact, anything la to ba gained by further nagoUationa with tha Oongieaa. 

It muat ba a matter that tha Government hal to face. 

Lord Hailey urged Mr. ChurjshiU to diaabuaa people*a minda of falaa Impraa- 
aiona which had been created by wbat he aaid before on India. Ha alao auggaatad 
that Indianiaation of tha Viceroy'a Executive Council ahould ba complatad now and 
that a fact-finding committee of experta from a number of other countriaa ahould 
ba act up to conaider conatitutional altarnativaa to tha parUamaotaiy form of 
Government for India. 

licrd Snell 

tteplying for the Government, Lord fifneif. Deputy Ijaader of tha Houaa, aald : 
**Tha Indian people themaelvea know how difficult and how immanaa the iwdbiam 
ia and they alao know that the diffioultiea reaide in India and nowhere diae.** 

Ha adviaed Indian laadaia continaally to oonaider the problem wUhent 'lefo* 
raoca to pant azperiencea. They ahotild without prdudica or paaaion, raorimlnafion 
or unganerona and wealmning nuapieion, agree to exambie tha quaatinn afraah. 

*^ha gull which aeparatea Indian 'leadeva from each other and which aeparatea 
tha Oongraao from tha viceroy m mot ‘irnfbridgaahle, I aak the indfoa paopla 
whathar it may not be poaalfala tiiat a third party, asdantly daairing tha good 
ill, auoh an oumelvaa, could not helpfully contribute ita own cxperlenoet. What ia 
laquirad ia that diffierenoea ahould be anbordinated and wa ihanld bnild on Ihn 

Thi^SaSita then ended. Six inotbna warn agreed to and the Honaa rone. 


The S. African Anti-Indian Legislation 

Gorenmiciit of India eonmuniqiie 
The Isglslatkm introdnoed Jin ^Scmth Africa bj tito Union Gormment to 


extend the eo-oalled Interim Aet in the TransTaal for a further period of 

yearii and to apply similar provieionB to Natal has now passed all its stagea, said 
a Press Communiqae issued by the Department of Indians Oyerseas^ CtoTemment 
of India, on April 19a. The ppmmunique added : 

**Tbe €kiyernmeot of India cannot but regard this news with profound regret and 
concern. Since the Union Government first published their Intention to legislate 
on these lines the Government of India, through their High Commissioner, have 
made three urgent representations to the Union Gtovernment. In principle, they 
have consistently maintained the view, frequently expressed before^ that legislation 
restricting the rights of Jndians in South Africa does not offer an acceptable solution 
of the Indian problem in that country and ia at the aame time a aeriona cause 
^ offence to Indian aentimeot 'every where. In practice they have urged that the 
present dilBculties can be met without restrictive legtslstion by administrative 
arrangementa designed to give full publieity to any trsnssctions which might be 
regsrSa ss undesirable sod to bring the preasnre of public opinion to bear upon 
i^or and ptirohaacr alilm 

**The (^emment of India are bound to express their keen disappointment that 
the Union Government have not been aide to adopt their suggeethme. While fully 
appiesiatiog the Union Government'e declared intentum to undertake immediately 
an enquiry into housing sites nud civic amenitiisa for Indiana to Durban, they 
cannot ignore the appreheneions aroused in Indian mlndi by the extenrion of 
•tatntory reatrictions upon the Indian community. Opmion in India haa uaani- 
moualy protested that the legislation ia repngnank unaecessary and Ihopportuae. 
With that opinion the Government of India era tn full neeord. 

Asiatic (IVanavaa Land A Tnmn^ Act, IMP 

The Aelarie (Transvaal Land' and Trading) Act. 1930, cams into force on June 
16, 11^* The restricted three, rights of the IndiM Community in the 
Onmnsvsal : 

'ght to occupy land not stthjmt to Gold Law restrictiona ; 
to trade anywhere ia tan Tmoavml ; and 

of Indiana hoMitg tnuHng Hceooea in May, 19X9, *. to tnnafec 

their bnsineBe premtsee* in the aame townehip. 

The main provisionw of the Aet were aa followa : 

(1) Farther proteetioii for two yean was granted to such ilUgal occupation of 
huid by Asintica in the area under the Gold Law as bed beea protected einee Msy, 

(2) The isene of trsding liceaoce, except with the permission of the Minister, 
wan prohibited, ualeaa it was proved that the applicant and the person tn control 
of tlm businece were not Asiatics. 

(3) The hiring or occupation by Aaiatics of any land or premises was pxo- 
hibitsd, if Bach Inna or premfses wen not occupied by Asiatics or coloured persons 


isvsni : 

(nl therighttc 
fb) the rqdif i 
to) the right t 


Aj^l 80. 


Tha Minister was empowered to iesue permit! of exemption. 

4 Dsbite la 8. AMenn Assembly 

Speaking in the South African Aeaembly on March 66, on the Government and 
Opposition members’ demand for immediate Government action to stop further 
nequiiition by Indisnn of property in European areas in Natal, the Transvaal and 
Onpn Province and to limit the number of clearing licences granted to Asiatics, 
Mr. H. G. Larcrencs, the Minister of the Interior, said that the Government bad 
been noouMd of not properly carrying ont the 1939 interim ImUalation on Aeintic 
penetrntibir in Transvaal. The Department of the Interior, however, bad consist- 
ently refneed to isene permits to Asiatics if it would reanlt in Mnetration of 
prcaominantly Enropfan araaa. He bad aaked for the altegationa of illegal penetra- 
tioa to be inveetiipd^ 

Bitering to the allegations that there bad been no reetrictfon on Arintic 
neimtioa in Natal and that he did not allow the Durban City Oonneil and the 
‘ piavinoinl ndminiatration to do anything, Mr. Lawrence said be had no 


penein 
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ooQtiol orer either end he Dew prerented them from doinc anything. He had 
howerer tried to lae whether the pnd>lem oonld not be aenlt with on rolantary 
linee in a etateamanlike way and in the light of the then world poeiUon. The 
Qoremment wm anzioiu to aroid offending the auoeptibilitice of the Goremment of 
India, which waa playing ao rital a part In the war effort The Goremment had 
made the moat eznauatire efforta to deal with tbia problem and aeoore the co- 
operation of the Durban Oi^ Council and the Indian community in Natal, but 
theae attempts bad broken down. 

The problem waa not merely one of penetration but alao one of giring proper 
housing to the Indian community. By passing a resolution refusing to rerire the 
Lawrence Committee, the Durban City (}ouneil had refused the appeid by him to 
go into the housing question. 

The Goremment had re-appointed Mr. Justice F. N.Broome to inrestigate the 
contention that further Indian ^etraUon had taken place. It could not be contend- 
ed that the Goremment waa shirking the issue. He expected to hare Mr. Juatioe 
Broame^B report on March 29. All the facts required to enable the Goremment to 
take a decision would then be known. He was not entitled to discuss legislation in 
this debate and asked members to be patient. Future action affboting both 
Transraal and Natal would hare to be mapped out in the light of all the facts as 
they would then become known. The question of Asiatic penetration in the 
Transraal could not be dealt with in a watertight compartment. In considering 
what action to take the Goremment would hare to bear in mind both the represen- 
tations of the members of Parliament and the Indian community. 

The debate was adjourned until March 29. 

Beminlea Party CritieUed 

When the Assembly resumed sitting on Marsh 19, Mr. Duncan Bummc/s, the 
Labour M. P. from Durban, made the accusation that the Dor.inion Party was 
deliberately whipping up the question of *Tn<fian penetration** in Natal for «eotion 
purposes. 

Mr. Bummde scornfully pointed out that the ultra-imperialist members of the 
Dominion Party who were elected d?e years ago on the slmn, **8muts would sell 
our Empire** were then thinking more about Uieic seats than about the Empire. 
**Faced with «rtinotion in the forthcoming elecdon, the Dominion Party is no longer 
interested in the Empire but is using Uie Indian question purely for electioD 
purposes. Mr. Burnddc also accused that party of attempting to prdudice and influ- 
ence the issue upon which the Broome Commission was sitting ana about to report. 

Broome Commlsaloa Findings 

The report of Mr. Justice F. N, Broome on Indian penetration In Durban was 
tabled in the South African Assembly on April 7. 

The chief points made in the report were that in the first two months of 1943 
Indians in Durban paid more for sites in the European areas than in any complete 
year between 1927 and 1939 ; that the number of sites acquired by Indians in 
predominantly European areas in 1942 was two and a half times greater than the 
highest prerious yearly total— that lor 1939 ; and that the total amount paid bj 
Indians in the acquisition of sites in the European areas between October 1. 1940; 
and February 2b, 1943, waa almost equal :to the total amount paid by Indians 
for suck properties in the whole period from 1927 to 1939. 

The report showed that the total number of properties acquired by Indians 
In predominantly European areas in 1942 was 195 ipurchase price £336,500— ratable 
ralue £241,200), the prerious highest yesrly total bemg 78 in 1989 (purchase pries 
£99,480— ratable ralne i%l,620). 

The report pointed out that it was not within the terms of reference of the 
Commission to inrestigate reasons for the Indian acquisitions of property in the 
European areas. 

Indians’ Pretest 

Before the opening of the Commission's public sittings on March 16, 1943, 
both the Natal Indian Association and the Natal Indian Congress protested against 
the narrow scope of the inquiry. After banding in a written protest at the first 
public sitting, the Natal Indian Association withdrew from the inwiry. 

The Broome Commission regarded the non-participation by the Natal Indian 
Association as unfortunate since this Association nad hitherto been reocfnlsed 
officially as a body representing the Indian community of Hatal. The Mdhui 
community was, howe?er, represented 1^ the Natal India Congress "whose effioialc 



882 THE B. ATBIOAN ANTI-INDIAN LEGISLATION [ oafs loirv- 

performed iheir daties with indutirF and ability, and the CommisBion had no 
reaion to believe that the withdrawal of the Natal Indian Aassciation reanlted in an 
iDBafflcient inveatigation of any relevant matter.’* 

The report added, however, that e?idence on the reason for acquintion was 
not rigidly excluded daring the inquiry. As the matter wae not fully investigated, 
the OommiBsion conld not record any dodings on this subject. 

Indian AeqnlsItloDs 

*’Many reasons were advanced, and there is probably an element of truth in all 
of them. The abnormal conditions brought about by the war undoubtedly play 
some part. The majority of the more wealthy urban Indians are engaged in trade. 
The facilities of trade are at present restricted, and a considerable amount of money 
that would be normally absorbed in trade is in consrqurnce seeking other avenues 
of employment. Many Indiana, for religious and other reasons, decline all forms 
of investment that involve lending money at interest, and a great majority of them, 
as pointed out in the reporjta of many previous Comraissions regard purchase of 
immovable properly as the only desirable investment other than trade. 

"Europeans, on the other hand, with alternative forms of investment that 
appealed to them, are not driven by the abnormal present-day conditions to 
purchase immovable property to the same extent as Indians. The Commission is 
satisfied by the statistics produced by the City Council that Indian property-buying 
has increased to a greater extent than European, and this is what one would 
expect.'* 

The report mentioned two other possible reasons for increased Indian acquisi- 
tiona, firstly, that the general public formed a mistaken impression of the efiect of 
the 19iK) Commission which found that there had been no Indian penetration in 
Durban, and, secondly, that Indians were anxious to pass through the door while 
it was still ajar, but aaid that this was merely speculation. 

Pegging Bill Introduced in Asaembly 

On April 10, the Minister of the Interior introduced in the Aasembly the 
Trading and Occupation of Land (Transvaal and Natal) Bestriction Bill, which 
sought **to make further provision with regard to restrictions upon trading by 
Asiatics and occupation by them of land in the Transvaal, and to impose restric- 
tions regarding acquisition and occupation of land in Natal.** 

The Bill which '*p^g^*’ the then occupation of land or premiaes by Asiatica 
in the municipal area oiDurban to March Bl, 1946, has retrospective effect from 
March 22, 1943. 

The provisions of the Asiatic (Transvaal Land and Trading) Act^ 1939, which 
had been renewed each year and was to expire on April 30 have been re-imposed 
for a period of three years. Under the Bill which has now become law, no 
tranaactmn between European or Asiatic for the acquisiiion or occupation of premisea 
will be permitted in Durban, other than under the authority of a permit issued at 
the discretion of the Minister of the Interior. Such property transactions between 
European and Asiatic concluded after March 22 will be considered null and void if 
a permit in respect of the transaction were not granted within three months of the 
date after the Bill became law. 

It ia laid down «hat in addition to ownership, the restriction will apply to the 
right to occupation of land or premisea. The restrictions further apply to acquisi- 
tion of any share in or debenture of any company which is the owner of land or 
premiaes or the holder of a right to occupation. 

Authority Permits 

The terms ''European” i nd "Aaiatic” include any persona acting for the benefit 
of a European or Asiatic as the case may be. No European will be permitted to 
occupy premisea unless the premisea are considered to have been oeoupled hj a 
European on March 22. Similarly, no Aaiatic will be permitted to occupy premisea 
which were not occupied by an Asiatic on March 22. In both cases exceptions may 
made under an authority permit laaued by the Miniater of the Interior. 

In exerciaing bia powers of discretion, the Minister may "take into oonaidera- 
tiOD the relative needs of Europeana and Aiiatica in the area concerned in regard 
to housing, amenities ol life and educational and recreational facilities and any 
other mattecs which, in his opinkm, are relevant to the question whether or not 
any permit applied lor ahonld be granted.” 

Tte provMhma regarding ooeupation wBI not make it nnlawfnl for any person to 
oeenpy any promlsoB a bom /Uo gMl ia a hotel or to live as an employee on 
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ftny premises owned or occupied by his employer. ’'Premises’* include sny room or 
apartment in a building. 

It is provided that the Governor-General msy, by proclamation, declare that 
^e^reBtrictive provisions for ownership and occupation shall apply in any area in 

Persons found guilty of contravening the Act will be liable to a fine not 
exceeding £100 or to imprisonment for a i^riod not exceeding six months or to both. 
In case of continuing contravention the f)ei«on concerned will be liable to a fine 
not exceeding £5 for every day during which the contravention continues. The 
court which convicted any person of such contravention may order his ejectment 
from the premises. 

There was no discussion, and the bill passed the first rending. 

Second Reading Of The Bill— Ministar’a Statement 

The Assembly was crowded on April 14. when the Minister of the Interior, 
Mr. Lawrence rose tc move the second reading of the 'i'rading and Occupation of 
Land (Transvaal and Natal) Restriction Rill, the introduction of which, he aaid, 
bad been undertaken only after the most careful examination of all facts and of the 
possibilities of solving the problem without legislation. *i*he Government were 
aatisfied. however, that a situation had arisen in Durban which, in the interests of 
Europeans as well as the Indian community, required legislative action on the lines 
proposed in the Bill. 

Dealing with the position confronting the Government that day, Mr. Lawrence 
said there had been a number of full ancT frank discusaions about the problem. 
Representatives of the Natal Indian Aaaociation had admitted that infiltration was 
undesirable at the very least since it cHUsed friction between the two racial groups. 
That had been the attitude of the Natal Iiidicn AbSO'datiun and other Indian 
representatives. 

In spite of this report the Government made furthei efiorts to revive the 
Lawrence Oommittee and deal with the matter on non -statutory lines. In May 
1940. the Durban City Council had alleged that the rate of infiltration had increaacd 
.rapidly in recent months and had urged the Government to reconstitute the 
Lawrence Committee with statutory powers in the form of a licensing board. An 
agreed statement had been issued saying that the Government would be guided by 
the measure of co-operaUon which mi^ht take place in future between the Durban 
City Council and members of the Indian community and by the extent to which 
penetration took place in the meantime. It was clear from the subsequent Broome 
Report that the fears of the Diirbiin City Council at that time were justified. From 
October, 1940, to February. 1943, 320 sites had been acquired at a total purchase 
price of £601, 385. 

Broome Commiatlon Report 

The revelation of the Broome Commission had given rise to a atate of affaire in 
which the Btrongeet feelings of the European population had been aroused. The 
Government were convinced that unless they took action racial feeling not only in 
Natal but elaewhere, would be fanned to such a pitch that U would not be possible 
for the merits of the Indian claims for adequate housing and civic amenities to be 
considered calmly and dispassionately. I'hcre was no doubt that the Durban Indian 
community hud a very strong and justifiable claim to improved civic amenities. Full 
representations against the Bill had been made to the Government by representatives 
of the Natal Indian Association and the Natal Indian Congress. These represents* 
lives had pul forward their case in a fair and equitable manner which did credit 
to both bodies. He was indebted to them for the manner in which they made 
their representations. 

The Rpaslng Pn^lem 

One of the reasons advanced by Indian representatives against l^ialaiton was 
that since 1932 the Indian community bad not been given opportunities of acqui' 
ring land from the Durban City Council from its unalieiiated land. Indian 
representatives contended that if the Durban City Council had provided facilities 
for Indians in decent surroundings penetration would not have taken place. It was 
on this point that he differed from the Indians. 

The two reports submitted by the Broome Committee had ehown that of the 
800 properiies purebased by Indians in predoninanily European areas in Durban 
less than SO per cent were occupied by Indians. These figurca did not show that 
**hoBBe bun tug** by Indiana IumI led to penetration. Undoubtedly, the reason why 
IndiMS pnrduiaed ttoe sites was to invest their eurplne money. For a large 
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Motion of the Indien community in Durban there wu a much greeter need for 
bonaing then bed been hitherto provided. 

The Indian Aaeocietion bed contended that from September, 1940, to July, 
1941, there had been only three acquiaitione in one perticnier block daring the time 
the Lawrence Committee waa etill functioning. The Broome! Oommiaaion, however, 
ahowed that in lOtO there had been 59 acqniaitiona of property by Indiana in this 
area and in 194 1 there had been 77 eaaea, and that wan during the time when the 
Lawrence Committee waa atill functioning. That contention waa a vindication of 
the claim by the Durban City Council that the Lawrence Committee had faiM, It 
waa an indication that attempta to deal with the matter along voluntary linea had 
failed. 

Not A Segregation Law 

It had been contended that the Bill waa a violation of the Oape Town Agree- 
ment of 1927. Tiiia Bill, however, waa not aegregation legialation. It was an 
interim and temporary meaaure, providing for a atandatill for three yeara. It waa 
aimed not only againat the Indian community but alao againat European aellera. 
The moral blame for what had happened in Durban did not reat aolely with the 
Indian community, but alao with thoae £uroi>eana who had enabled aueh a atate of 
affhira to ariae. M'he Cape Town Agreement had not excluded the poaaibility of 
•ome form of legiatation becoming neceaaary in future. In 1927 when Dr. Malan 
aa Miniater of the Interior tabled the agreement he atated that the agreement did 
not in any reaped aurrender the Govern men t'a right to deal with the Indian 
problem by legialation in whatever way it thought juat. The Bill befOM the Home 
waa not in conflict with the Gape Town Agreement. It prohibited acquiaition of 
property by an Indian from a European and vice versa. 

It waa not poaaible for the Government to take a deciaton on the allegationa 
that adequate houaing and other civic amenitiea had not been provided for the 
Indian community in Durban. It waa, therefore, intended to proceed immediately 
with the appointment of a coromiaaion preaidad over by a judge of the Supreme 
Court, to inquire into and report on mattera affecting the Indian oomm unity in 
Natal with apecial reference to houaing and health needa, dvie amenitiea and 
adequate reaidential and educational facilitiea, and to make recommendationa on the 
atepa neoeanary further to implement the Cape Town Agreement of 1927. 

Greater Givie AmenitleB 

He fully accepted the goodwill of the repreaentativea of the Indian commnnity 
in Natal, but the fate of the 1.4iwrenoe Committee had ahown that whidi many 
Indiana had been prepared to observe the gentleman’s agreement, and refrain from 
buying property in predominantly European areas, others had deliberately bought up 
aa much property as was possible in such areas. It waa clear that the preaeut 
position in Durban could not be allowed to continue in the intcreata of bm the 
SMtiona and that penetration had to atop. Europeans had to reoogniM, however, 
that greater civic amenities had to be provided for Indiana. In thia Bill the 
Government was trying to create the necessary atmosphere for the achievement of 
such a solution. In the meantime, the Durban City Gouncil would be placed on 
its trial. The Government under the Bill had power to remove the protection now 
temporarily given to the city of Durban, and the Durban City Conncil ahonld 
clearly understand that both t!>e aectioua bad to be dealt with on an equitable 
basis. It waa intended to invite members of the Indian commnnity to serve on the 
commission to be aT>pointed. He understood that in the Transvaal a atage had been 
reached where within a few mouths it should be possible finally to deal with thoae 
iuu'i vidua! stands on proclaimed areas referred to by the Feetham Oommiaaion. 

It was correct to say that there was at present a very cordial relationship 
between the Europeans aud the Indian community in the Tranavaal. In the 
Government’s opinion this was primarily attributable to the fact that control had 
been exercised aympatheiically under the 1939 Act, and in consequence conditions 
had not arisen which might have led to friction between the two racial groups. In 
tlieae circumstances the Government considered it to be most inopportune to remove 
the control and subject the Indians probably to an anti-Asialie campaign. The 
control exercised in the 'I'ransvaal in the last three and a half years had not been 
to the detriment of the Indian community. Repreaentativea ol the Transvaal 
Indian Congreas. who had ao eloquently and fairly urged the Government to 
remove thia control should remember that the object waa the uplift of the Indmn 
community. They should take a long view. 

Ill eoncltttion, Mr. Lawrence laid he realiaed that the Indian aommunity felt 
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voet dMplj aboot this mattn. **! woold urge them, bowerer, to take a long Tiew 
aid realiM that tbie poaition, which haa ariaen, would, if not dealt with * now. only 
lead to tbeir detrimeot, and it in in that apirit that I commend thia Bill to the 
Houae.*' 

PanaiOBa Bahaaead 

Mr. Lawmc€ announead that the Treaaury had agreed that granta payable to 
Indiaoa under the old age and indigent penaion acheme ahould be increaaea to 25 
ahillings and to 20 ahillinga monthly for peraona liyiog in large towna and rural 

areaa. 

Dr. Hotmayr’a Plea 

The Miniater of Finance, Dr. /. ff, Hofmeyr, said there were certain proyisiona 
in the Bill of which he did not approye and for which he could not accept respon- 
sibility. "Rather than do so, I haye tendered my resignation as member of Govern- 
ment to the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister has, however, asked me not to 
press my resignation, urnngon me the need in the present emergency of a unit^ 
front .being maintained for the furtherance of the war effort. On that account I 
have a^eed to remain in the Oabinet, it being understood that 1 do not accept 
responsibility for the proposals in the Bill to which I obiect. and that 1 retain a 
free hand in that regard.” 

Giving his reasons for not withholding his support from the Durban portion 
of the Bill, Dr. Hcfmeyr said that while there had been pressure from outside to 
apply pegging to the whole of Nstal it was only being applied to Durban. Pegging 
was in a foim which was non -discriminating. Taken as a whole the decision of the 
Government concerning Natal took account of facts. He considered it fair and 
reasonable in all circumstances, and although from some points of view be regretted 
it. he thought it necessary, and was prepared to support it. 

He did not object to the t>rovision8 of the BUI extending the period of protec- 
tion in the Transvaal, but did object most strongly to the remaining provisions 
affecting the Transvaal. The problem of the Transvaal was entirely different from 
that of Natal. In Natal the problem was primarily one of purchase of property by 
Indians. In the Transvaal outside the "Feetham areas” no Asistio could purenase 
properly. *rhe penetration problem in the Transvaal, therefore, was almost excluai- 
vely one of trading, and to a negligible extent one of occupation without trading. 
While proposala in this Bill affecting Natal were not diacriminatory. proviaions of 
the 19;I9 law which it was now proposed to extend, were discriminatory, and 
applied only to Asiatics. The proposals affecting Natal took account of facta, and 
he supporM them ; the pioposals affecting the Transvaal did not take account of 
facts, aud he did not support them. He had been asked to say that that was alto 
the attitude of two UniM Party legislators. Mr. Kenridge and Mr. Alexander, 

What was indefensible about this Bill was that the findings of the Judicial 
Oommission were accepted when they suited one’s own point of view and brushed 
aside when they did not. In Bouth Africa there was nothing to stop Europeans 
having it both ways, but that was a course of action which one’s reason could not 
commend and onew sense of justice could not approve. 

The theory that the interim legislation of 19.i9 accounted for the cordial relation- 
ahip between toe Europeans and the Asiatics in the 'i'ransvaal was entirely unten- 
able. The Broome Oommission had shown that the position in the Transvsal hsd 
been held quite comfortably from 1927 to 1939 without such interim legislation. 
Tht statement that this legislation in the Transvaal was designed to protect the 
Indiana against possible anti- Asiatic feeling would not •deceive the Indians. I'hey 
knew why the l^ielation had been introduced originally, and they bad a shrewd 
idea why it waa to be re-enacted now 

'*Regretfally I have to aay that I can only regard thia proposal for an unjus- 
tified prolongation of an unjustifiable piece of discriminatory legialation as a sur- 
render to reoial and colour prejudice, and with that aurrenaer 1 must decline to be 
aeeociated,” concluded Dr. Hofmeyr. 

Col. 8tellar4*s Bapport 

The Minieter of Minee. Ool. Btallard, said that the peoples of South Africa 
had resolved that amalgamatioo waa not in the intereita of any of them. A rela- 
tionship had to be found between the peoplee living in the eame country, who were 
not preparad to amalgaaiate, or even to live in cToee juxtepoeition. Me did not 
think that any iNqmiation eoald eomplaeenly watch lU eharactw being radially 
ehsDged and altered. He did not think that any c\tj in the would would ait bank 
quietly and watch that happen. Be believed that if similar penetration by 

48 
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Earopeftns in the Indisn city of Benaree were to take place the people of Benares 
wonld take action and ait back. He believed that n icreat deal of money which 
had been invested in properties in Natal had come from the Transvaal. These 
people were not concerned with the preserving of |cood relations between the races 
but with their own selfish advantage. The proviatona of the Bill were minimum 
with which the poasible could be faced with rqaanimity. He accepted all the 
provisions of the Bill and thought that the question of extending the provisions 
applicable to Durban to other parts should receive immediate attention. The real 
clauses which were exerting feeling were the clauses dealing with Natal, not the 
clauses dealing with the Transvaal. 

He understood that three former Agenta-General for India in the Union 
had Bent a cable to the Prime Miniater appealing to him to drop the Bill on the 
ground that it would upset those Indians who still believed that India should 
remain a partner in the British Empire. 

Declaratlou Of 1322 

lliat appeal, if well founded, would naturally receive primary eonsidetaiion 
from him (Col. Btallard) and bis colleagues in the Dominion Party, becanse they 
attached the greatest value to the component part of the Empire holding together. 
If any course of action was likely to militate against that, it wonld have to receive 
the most careful consideration, fie had the greatest regard for the personalities of 
Baatri and other former Ageiits-Geiieral, and anything they said he treated with 
the greatest respect. But what value was there in their ap(>eal and argument? 
Firstly, it appeared to be based on a misapprehenaion about the baaia on which the 
component parta of the Empire had come together and prt>posrd to remain together. 
He attached great importance to the di'claratinn of tiic 1922 Conference of Prime 
Ministers of the British Oommonwealth that each oommuntty wonld enjoy eomplete 
control of its own population. The former Ageiit-Gcneral were entirely wrong in 
implying they were entitled to iiiteriere wilii or criticise the way in which 
the cumposition of the South African community was dealt with. 

He had heen informed that a mass meeting of Indiaus in Durban the previous 
day had called upon the Govern inent to abandon the proposed legislation and to 
convene a round table conference with the Government of India. It was the habit 
of rich people who were prepared to risk the interests of their country to mske 
appeals to democratic iimtitutions eo as to cover their tracks. He did not think 
anything fruitful would emerge from a round table conference. The Government 
wanted as far as possible to avoid doing anything which might exasperate Indians 
and wanted to dissipate the idea that the legitimate needs of the Indian population 
would be neglected. 

Mr. Af, i/. Vandenherg (Labour Krngersdorp) said that the Labour Party 
supported the Government on the Rill. 

Dr. Milan’s Demand 

'Ihe Opposition Leader, Dr D. F. Malan, congratulated Ool. Stallard and the 
Dominion Party and other Natal members of Parliament on having exercised so 
much pressure on the Govern meiit that the Government had agreed not only to 
stabilise the position in the Transvaal but also to recognise the danger in Natal and 
inolude Natal under the v^rovisions of the Bill. If speedy and efiective measures 
were not taken Natal wonld soon be lost to the European race. He did not 
propose to impede the passage of the Rill, but considered that it should be passed 
in an improve form and should not remain a temporary measure. 

Dr. Malan said that the appointment of the Agent- General for India bad been 
made for quite a different reason than what his presence in South Africa meant 
to-day. To-day the presence of the High Oomroissioner for India meant unfair 
interference by another country in the affairs of South Africa. 

. Dr. Malan moved an amendment that the order for the second reading be 
discharged and that the subject be referred to a select committee, which sbonld be 
instruotM to make provision for the application to Natal of the restrictions 
applying to occupation and purchsee of land in the Transvaal. The select 
committee should be inetruoted to report not later than April 19 and to introduce 
the amended Bill. 

The amendment also sought further to instruct the Government during the 
next eeBsion of Parliament to introduce a more compreheniive meaeura providing 
for effective legregatipo of European and non-European residential areas in Durban 
and for definite and satisfactory meaeures to prevent penetration by Ariatios in 
Natal and the Transvaal. 
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Tba Bpetkar ruled out of order the eeooiid pert of Dr. Malan*% emendmeot. 

Field Nanhel Smete Bsplalne 

The Prime Minuter, Field Marshal Smuts, leid thet theGorernmentoonld not 
eeeept the emendment. The Bill wei neeeeeery. The Oorernment were enxioue 
to heTe it on the Btetute Book ee eoon ee possible sod no diletory motion or eny 
motion, even if it were ecceptsbie to the Government, which would meen postpone- 
ment of the pessege of the Bill for snv length of time, eould be eooepted. 

The Government hsd hoped thst it would not be neoeisarv to detl with this 
metter during the war. The Government regretted anything which gave the appear- 
ance that it was going agsipst a country like India which was engaged in the war 
with Booth Africa. There were very grave reasons why the Government did not 
want to take action, but they had no choice. The issue bad been forced on the 
Government bv Indians themselves, not the whole Indian community, but a 
minority who had no regard for the interests of the country or Indians themselves. 
The country was faced with the positiou that in Durban— which was a European 
city and which the Government were determined should remain a European City- 
large-scale Indian penetration was going on. After a great deal of argument it had 
book proved and admitted that there had been large-scale penetration since 19^. 

The Second Broome Commission proved that penetration had been proceeding 
at a pace such as had never been known before, and in the circumslaiioes the 
Government had been obliged to act. He did not know whether the first Broome 
Report bad encouraged certain elements to embark on the policy on which they had 
embarked. The fact was, however, that there had been a complete change sinoe 
1939. 

Government’s Inteotlon 

fi[e made no chatge against the whole Indian population, the vaat majority of 
whom were good, haidworkiiig iMiople. The Government intended to make a proper 
judicial inquiry into the whole siiuation. Only by exploring carefully the relations 
between Indiana and Kuro))eans in thia country ‘ could it be poaaible to evolve a 
meaaure that would lead to amity. It might perhaps be largely by agreement that 
a aatiafactory aolutioii of the problem might be found, 'i'be problem was one that 
could not easily be solved. He was aure, however, that after a competent body bad 
examined the question fresh light might be thrown on it and a new methM of 
action found. 

The country should not lose its head and attempt the impossible because 
failure might be disastrous not only- to Indiana hut to Europeans as well. Eighty 
per cent or more of the Indians in South Africa today were South African born 
and part of the Bouib African people. At (ircsrjit they invaiiably looked to the 
Government of India but he supposed that in lime they would learn to look to 
public opinion and the European eoroniuniiy in Bouth Africa for jiiatice and 
tairplay. But at present their wcakuess was tiiat they immediately appealed to 
outside opinion and in that way the mode of aolution was mere difficult. 

The country must be fair to its Indian people. The Government and the 
people of the country were bound to carry out the policy of the Cape Town 
Agreement. Complainta by Indiana about their treatment should he investigated. They 
should not be made to feel that they are oati;asts. Whereas in Natal the poaition was 
getting worse, in the Transvaal where there was control the situation had improved. 
The relations between Europeans and Indiana in the Transvaal to-day were good. 
Be had come to the conclusion that the Tranavaal -system snould be applied to 
Nstal during ^e interim period pending iiivestigstioii. The provisions applied to 
the Tranevaal were, therefore, extended to Natal under the Bill. 

Concluding, Field Marshal Smuts asked the House to pass the Bill before the 
end of the eeseion. 

Opposition To Bill 

Mrs. r. M. L, Ballinffer (Nstivo Represintstive} isid that a real appeal to 
racial prejudice had been made in Natal by a minority composed of the foflowere 
of the Minieter of Minee. Colonel Btailard. She disagreed with General Smuta* 
declaration that Durban was a European city. It was s Bouth African city, and like 
all Bouth African cities its wealth and development bad been built by the combined 
eforta of a number of raciel groups. A great deal of the proaperiiy in Durban 
reaulted from the servicee of the Indian community. The Durban Ci^ Council had 
not made an attempt to provide facilltiet for the Indian population. The £ 2,000,000 
which it DOW advertlied it was going to spend on facilities for Asiatics waa to ba 
apent in the future. 
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Ifn. Ballinicv edd it wm time that South Africa learned to goyern inatead 
of Ifcdalating. Ktixopean preatige could not be maintained by falling back continually 
on tSe bludgeon. 

She hoped that the petition ahe had preaented aaking that reprecentatWea of 
the Indian community be admitted to the bar of the Houae would be accepted. 

Dr. D<mge9 (Nationaliit Party) aaid there waa only one royal road by which 
the Minieter of Finance could aignify diaagreement with hia Cabinet colleaguea and 
that wan jnoi to tender reeignation but to reaign. Dr. H(tfmeyr *9 preaent courae wan 
an attempt to hawe thinga both waya. 

Mr, J, H, Grobler (New Order Party) aaid that whatever aympathy waa felt 
for Indiana in South Africa would diaappear if they continued their appeala to the 
Government of India. 

Mr. O. K, Hemming (Native Repreaentative) aaid that the Premier and the 
Government aeemed to have been engineered into a aituation from which they 
found it difficult to withdraw. 

Official Reply 

**BI 11 purely an Interim meaanre” 

The Miniater of the Interior, Mr. Lawrence j replying to the debate, aaid that 
the Judicial inquiry which the Government intended to hold would not apply to 
the Tranavaal. It waa the Government*a intention to inquire into aocial welfare and 
the civic amenitlea available for the Indian population in Natal. It had • become 
clear during the debate that the main bone of contention between the Indian 
population and the European population in Durban was the proviaion of civic and 
nouaing amenitiea, and the Government waa anxioua to thraah the matter ouL 

Great problema had atill to be dealt with in regard to the Indian population 
in the Tranavaal. There was, for instance* the question of ownership of land. 
Parliament had already exempted certain areas in the Witwaters Band from the 
provisions of the Gold Ijsw, but the Indian community contended that these areas 
were insufficient to meet their legitimate needs. That was correct and the Govern- 
ment might have to go further not merely in the proclaimed areas but also in the 
rural areas. The Indian population in the Transvaal was entitled to an increase in 
the licences and the Government would have to develop a system under which 
legitimate expansion by Indians could be met without, at the same time, impinging 
on predominantly European areas. 

Trading Lleeneea 

The Murray Oommiasion had reported that the number of Asiatic trading 
licences had not been diaproportionate to the total growth of the Indian population. 
In the last three and a half years he had issued about 2,000 permits for new licences 
and this was not disproportionate to the growth of the Indian population. It was 
the slow drift which in the long run caused difficulty. It was as much in the 
interests of the Indian communiiy as it was in the interests of the Euroitean 
community that the cordial relationship that existed between Europeans and Indiana 
in the Transvaal should not be changed and that an atmosobere should not be 
created which would make it impossible to deal with vitallv important msttera 
such aa the releasing of additional land for Indians and the providing of proper 
housing amenities. 

Mr. Lawrence reiterated that the Bill was purely au iuierim meesure. Apart 
from the Native Repreaenutivea, there bad not been any adverse criticism of the 
principles of the Bill. The Minister pointed out that the Bill provided for 
extension of reatrictious to other parts of Natal and if circumstances arose which 
luatified^ an inquiry in any particular area this could be done at once. It wae the 
Govemmeut's intention to proceed along those lines. The difference between the 
present Government and the Government in which Dr. D, F, Malan bad been the 
Minialer of the Interior waa that Dr. Malan*a Government bowed to repreaentatione 
from the Government of India. The Government of India rightly and properly 
made repreaentatioDB to the preaent Government, but the preeaut Government 
proposed with great regret and under compuleion of circumetancea to proceed with 
this legUlation. 

^111 Paeeea Becwuiil Reading 

Dr. Malania amendment to refer the Bill to a Select Committee wae rejected 
by 83 votes to 31. Native Bepreeentativea voting with the Government 

The motion for the ceeond reading was eerried, the Oppoaiiion voting with the 
Government, only three Native RepreHotativrs voting egainst the Ministry. Dr. 
Bofmayr did not vole at cither division. The Dnitcd Party hgiilatoff Mr. 
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BILL PASSES THIRD READING 


Alexander tod Mr. if. who, Dr. Hofm^/r said, preriouily wanted to bo 

aaaoeiated with him in his attitude on the Bill, did not Tote on the aaeoiid dirialon 
but voted agaioit Dr. italan^B amendment 


Move To Extend Seope Of Bill 

The Aaaembly went into committee on April 20 on the Bill when Mr. C. B. 
Swart (NationaUat Party) moved that the ‘pegging** provisiona be applied to the 
whole of Natal. 

Mr. y. G, Derbyshire (Dominion Party) eaid it was true that in Natal there 
wae a atro^ feeling that the Bill ahould apply to the whole of Natal. While the 
Dominion Party would like to aee the proviaiona of the Bill applied to the whole of 
Natal, they were prepared to make a geaiure to the Indian community. They 
would oppoae Mr. Swarfs amendment and inatead of the City Council of Durban 
being pla^ on trial, aa the Miniater of the Interior stated during the aecond 
reading of the Bill, the Indian community would be placed on trial. If Indian 
penetration continued in other parte of Natal, the Dominion Party would be com- 
pelled to ask the Government to apply the provisiona of the Bill to the whole of 
Natal. 

Mr. D, B. Molteno ^Native Repreeeutative) moved an amendment deleting the 
retroapective proviaion oi the Bill. 

Mr. /*. It. Acutt (Dominion Party) said that whenever the Duruan Council had 
tried to eetabliah Indian villagea, Indian leaders had advised the rank and 61e to 
boycott them. 

Mrs. V, Jf. L, Ballinger (Native Representative) Bs\d that natives had some 
land baaia, but the Indians had nothing. They were a commercial people, who had 
to live in towns 

Mr. J. S. Marwick (Dominion Party) allegid that in most cases wealthy 
Indiana had borrowed money for penetrating into Natal. 

Mr. Lawrence eaid it seemed to him to be incumbent upon the Government to 
appoint a commission aa soon aa the Bill had been placed on the Statute Book to 
inquire into the position at Pietermaritsburg aud it might be that the commission 
would have to make inquiries in other places. 

Mr. Lawrence added that the Government could not be exjiected to ask the 
commission to undertake a series of inquiries, unless there was pnma facie evidence 
that what was taking place in Duiban was also taking place iir other centres. The 
local authoritiea would have the •onus of submitting such evidence in the shiU)e of 
facta and figures. He envisaged the appointment 3 some one of the status of Mr. 
Justice Broome, who would be asked from time to time to make au ad hoc inquiryi 
upon the result of which tlie Government would base its decision. 

He did not believe that the Indian comniuniiy would rush to buy property in 
areas of Natal outside Durban in advance of legislation. Such action would prove 
conclusively that certain members of the Indian community were being provocative. 
He did not believe that Indian s would prejudice their own ease this way, and hoped 
that if some Indians were prepared to do so, the more responsible members of the 
Indian community wbuld deter them. He very much appreciated the attitude of 
the Dominion Party which had not fallen to the blandishments of the Opposition. 


Amendments Lost 

At the resumption of the committee stage of the Bill, Mr, Swarfs amendment 
urging that the '^pegging” provisions be applied to the whole of Natal, aud Mr. 
Molteno* s amendmeut to delete the retrospective provision of the Bill were both 

restriction of Asiatics* trading rights in the Transvaal 
imposed in 19& wee approved. 

Mr. Swart (Nationalist Party) moved another amendmeut seeking to delete the 
provieton that s permit might be granted for exemption from the provision that no 
European might enter into an agreement with an Aeiatie for the acquisition or 
occupation by either party to tlie agreement of land or premises in the Durban 
municipal area or other proclaimed area in Natal, or for the a<^atsition of shares or 
debentures in a company owning auch land or premises. 

Mr. Swart also moved that the prohibition should apply to the acquisition 
or occupation of lend or premises by Asiatics and not to acquisition or occupation 


by Europeans. 

Tbs Minister of the Interiort Mr. Lawrence^ ssid that If Mr. Swart's amend* 
nf y.t iTM .pprored Um bidi of raoiptoeity in the prOTiiiono of the Bill offeetiiig 
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Katal wonld bt •bM&NMd. U wm not infceaded to pment fopurchue bf 
EuiopMUM of ptopeitiM pretioutlv aeqoixed hy AtUtioo io the pradonioMiUy 
Euroi^ tf OM, end pemito oonld be obtemed for eiich lepareheHo. ^ Goveni. 
meet iptended that thii legiiletioii ehoiild be diMsrimioetorj, u neoy EaroMeoe 
were blem^ Id tbie netter {net ee meny lodiem were. He regreted the feet that 
thie inteatioD of the Gofernment bed ool been eufficientW empbiilaed by eertein 
oppopeote of the Bill, end the impreeaion bed been exeeted tbet the Bill dieerioii- 
Beled egeioet one pjumnler reelel gxonp. 

Mr. Ifottmto (NetiTe fiepraMtetiee) mo?ed deletion of the prorUion prefcntiog 
the eoDoloeion of en egreeinent between e Europeen end eo Aeietio for the econC 
MtioB of eheiee or debentnice in eompeniee owning lend or premieee. 

Mr, Lewm^ leid he wee prepared to gire the eaenrence that pnroheae by 
Enxopeene of lend or premieee ocenpied hy Aaietica in the predomineoily European 
ereee would be encouraged end that permite would be granted for eueh repurcheM 
He would gire the eeme epeurenee about repurcheee by Aaietiee of lend or premiaei 
in the nredominently Aaieyc arena. 

Ut. Bwert'e and Mr. Molteno*a further emendmente were refected end the Bill 
wee reported. 

Utar. Uw Hinurtw of ^ lotoEior, Mt. UwrenM, ibotmI the thiid tMdiiiK 
of tbo Bill wbieh wm paiMd. * 

In the Semite 

In the Booth African Senate on March 22, the Miniiter of the Interior Mr. 
Lawrmtoi indicated that Government would during the eeeiion introduce legieWtion 
reetrietang Indian ^^penetration’* into the urban reaidentai arena of Natal. The 
IntrodnctiOD of tbia legieiation waa conUngeut upon the findinga of the Broome 
Oommieeion which under lir. Juetice Broome, had been taking eyidence of the 
alleged depreciatioo of European arena by Indian property purchaaea. 

Mr. Lawrence etafed : peraooally attended to the q^ueetion of alleged Indian 
infiltration into predominantly European arena of Natal. 1 realiae Goyemment will 
be charged with dieoriminatory legialation, but I bleo realiee that people in Durban 
are not only getting reetiye but that the aituation hat taken a racial aapect and 
unleee Government taken action, aerioua thinga might happen— riote might occur.” 
Mr. Lawrence announced that legieiation might be introduced in the next four 
weeke and would be retroepective until that day— that wan aimed againet epecnlation. 

Referring to alleged loflltration of ludiane into predominantly European arena 
in NaUl, Mr. Lawreiioe aaid in the Senate that the frequent Ulke he had with the 
nembars of the Indian community and repreeantotivee of the Durban Oity OouncS 
had leeulted in a conference in Pretoria tome time ago when tome aerioua aliega- 
tione wen made. If the allegatiooe made by the Durban City Council were correct 
and if it was true that the poaitiou waa getting out of band which seemed to be 
axiomatic, the Goveroroent wobld have to act 

If the Government Mr. Lawrence aaid, decided to legialate, inch legialation 
would have to take effect from that day, the day on which be woe informing the 
Indian community that the Government intended to act. The Government could 
not allow the people to rueh in and put through tranaactioni in the hope of evading 
any legiaiation that might be made. The only courae open to Government waa 
legialation and auch legialation wonld have to be paaaed in tbia aeaaion. The whole 
matter rested on the findings of the Broome Gommiasion. 

The reapective proviaione of the propoeed legialation might also be applied by 
the Governor-General by proclamation to any. other area in Natal aftar a commit- 
f iff a reported on the expediency of such action. 

llM Minister later introduced in the Senate the Trading and Occupation of 
Lanii (Transvaal and NaUl) lUatrietion Bill. 

Speaking during the debate Senator H, if. Basner (Native Repreeentetive) aaid 
that the Bill wu not only an unfair meaaure but a aymptom of a diseaeed social 
order wbibh sougt to aolve ail diffieultiea by appeaaing the man who bad power at 
Urn expense of the man without power and wealth. Be asserted that public oMnion 
at xlfieoted in newspapeta, including one Durban newspaper, waa againet the fill. 

Senator 0, Hartoo aaid he hoped that **pming” would lead to vdimtary 
lepaiation but, if it did not, be ho|M • policy of aaparatioa wonld be enforced. 

MiMeliv’e Baply 


The Minieter of the Interior, Mr. Lawrence, replying to the ddmle aaid thut 
with the exception of Mr. Broohu and Mr. Bonier, the Rill had xceeived Me m- 
Ing of the Bensta. He aaid that the Govenunent of India, in making Trnnwiii 
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tkmt aboat Ihe Bill, was not acting against eonstItntioDal prnotloe nor against 
imeedeiit. The problem la Durban was not merely one of adoiaata hooting faelli- 
Ins for the Indian commonity. If It had been so, one wonld not bare eipeoted to 
ind Indians purchasing in European areas premises they did not ooeupy. There was 
undoubtedly a serious shortage of housing for the Indian eommiinity, bat this was 
not the sole cause of penetrauon. 

As eridenoe of the GoTemmentls honafide9^ a proTision had been inserted in the 
Bill that the proclaimed area coaid be depcociaimed heito diree years expired and 
this placed the onus on the local authorities. If the Dorbsn City Oonnoil prorided 
proper housing facilliiee for ail sections of the eommunity, Tsifons rarisi groups 
would sTail themselves ** 0 ! thots fscIHtles mid there would be nstural segregation. If 
this happened, it would be the duty of the Qovernment to withdraw the l^slation 
and plaoe it in ^Id storage; He eaid this at hit perional opinion. He hoped the 
Indian community in Nntnl would nsatst the Govern men t in this stendstill period. 
The Government wss not animated by any anti-Aaiatie feeling. The Gohernmeni 
waa anzioui to help Indiana. He hoped die Indian eommunity wonld vary oars- 
fully consider ihe matter before rafuaing to co-operate with Ihe Govarnmeni. 

The Bill passed its third reading in ibe Senate on April 26 without diseassion. 

Dr. Kkare'a Statement in Aaaemblsr 

Moving *'that the poaitioii arising out of the pef^gjegisiation In South 
Africa be taken into eonsideraltoo”, the Hon*ble Dr. N, B, A^ars, Membar for 
Indiaue Overseaa, Government of India, said in the Oentral Aaeembfo on 
Julyv30: 

Sir, in reaponse to one of those periodie waves of anti-Aeiatie prefadloe which, 
from, time to time, besmirches the name of South Africa and which the Dnion 
Government find difficult to resist^ there has been reeently enacted there the 
Tradiog ahd Occupation of Land (Transvaal and Natal) Reatriotion Act, nanally 
known as the Pegging Bill. It has the two following efTeets : 

(t) In the Transvssl. it extends for a further three yeare the provisiont of the 
interim legislation enacted for the year in 19:i9 and extended for another two years 
in 1941, by which purchases of property by Iiidisns in aress not already subject to 
other reairictiODS are prohibited witJiout the special permission of the Minister. 

(tt) In Natal, it prohibits Indians from purchasing property and Europeana 
from selling property to Indians in predominantly European areas in Durban with- 
out the Minister’s permission and provides lor the eztenaion of eiroUar provialona to 
other areas in Natal on sufficient cause being shown after enquiry. There have 
been hitherto no atetutory restrictions upon the aoquisition of Isnd by Asiatics In 
Natal, though provision exists for the insertion of an anti-AsIstio clause in title 
deeds. 

ISstery of Indian Emigration 

Indinn emigration to Natal began in 1860 upon the requeet of European plan- 
ters through the Governor.. Reports reached India that the emigrants were ill- 
treated, and Indian emigration declined to such an extent that planters 
continued to complsiu of a shortage of lehour. An enquiry held in the colony, 
revealed that the reporto were well-founded ; apart fitom other ill-treatment, wages 
wers hsbituslly held in arrears and in many, oases not psid at all. 

Emigration to Natal was stopped by the Government of India in 1866. It waa 
reopened in 1874 00 the enaetmeot of measnree by the Natal Government which 
provided that the indentared labourer, on the expiry of hie indenture, might com- 
mute hie return passage to India to a pareei of land for free settlement. 

European fears of Indian expansion in Natal exprcaaed themaelvea at early at 
1880, and in 1887 a Oommissloo appointed by tho Natal Government reported that 
*'the majority of the while ooloniets are-etroogly opposed to the precenee ot the 
'frse* Indian is s rivtl and competitor eitlisr in sgrieultursl or oommereisi mirsnito. 
As s result of pressure by the white colonists the enselments providing for fsee 
eettlemeat of cz-tndentured tsbonrers were repealed. 

Mr. Joseph (Themharicln’e Mele 

In 1894, the Natal ParliamenS passed a measure denriving Indlns of the 
parlhmentary franchise. Mr JosnA CAOmdsrfota, In relnelng to teooiimeodr Cho 
Bin for Royal Assent^ said, *Tha Bill involvos in a common dieebility all naHvie 
of India without exception aod providee ao nsmbinery by whleh aa ladian can free 
himeelt from this dieabllity, whatever hin iatelligenee, hb edueatloo. or . hie ataCos 
in tho country. To ntftent to this mOMie would be to put an nffcont on people of 
India tush as no British Farliamint oouM bo a pur^ to. 
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And in ipeftking to the Golonitl Oonferance in 1897, Mr. \Chamberiain mmI, 
**We ftMlc yon tluo to bear in mind the tradittone cl the Empire, which niMifff bo 
diatinction in favonr of, or against, race or oolonr, and to exdlode by zaaaon of 
their eolanr or by reason of iheir race all Her Majesty*# Indian anbjeeta or even all 
Asiatics would be an act so offensive to those people ttmi It woOld be moet palnlai, 
I am quite certain, to Ker Majesty to have to sanction it.’* 

Her Majesty’s potential safferiDt; appears to have eansed little ooncem to maitT 
of the white colonists in Natal who. struck by their policy of naing Indians lor thcar 
own enrichment while denying them ordinary human i^ts and piSvilqgea, oom- 
parable to the policy of the snake in the fable, which lets the rat m^ a hole and 
then occuptas it itself. Some, however, saw the inequity of such a policy. 

Indian LSbonr*a Contribntlon 


In 1907, a. Commission in the colony reported that ’abaolute and conclosive 
proof has been .put forth before the Oommiasion that several indaetries owe their 
existence and present condition entnely to indentured labonr. The Indiana are 
industrious, law-abiding and on the whole sober in their habits and it has been 
proved that their presence has had no injurious effect on the morals .of the 'whites' 
or the hiatives*. 

In 1908, Sir Liege HuletU spesking In the Natal Parliament, said : "Xhe oon- 
dition of the colony .before the importation of Indian labonr was one of gloom, it 
was one that then and there threatened to extinguish the vitality of dm oonntry, 
and it was only by the Oovernment assisting the importation of labonr that tM 
country began at once Oo revive. 

The coast has been turned into one of the most prosperous parts of Sowth 
Africa.” 

There were those in England, too, who felt themselves compelled to voice their 
disapproval of the Natal (lOlicy. 

In 1908, Lord Giirsoo said, ‘*In the first place, as regards South Airies itaelf, 
the Indian 'coolie’, or at any rate the educated man who is behind the Indian 
’coolie’ and who has conducted this agitation, sees that the coolie or the artisan is 
invited and even encouraged to emigrate from Indie. We send him to a colony 
which he etirichea by his labour and then the society there appears to turn round upon 
him as if he were a pariah dog. He is penalised thtere not for his vices but for his 
virtues. It is because he is a sober, industrious, fnq^l and saving man that he is 
such a formidable economic danger ; and then the IndiuD rememS^rs that at any rate 
in a large number of cases he has fought for the BritMh Empire in South Africa 
and that it was largely owing to his effirts that Natal was saved.” 

"Insolent Injustice” 


In the Transvsal, the Provincial Government was tlways in favour of a 
declared policy of segregation. By a law of 1865, amended in 1887. Asiatios were 
forbidden to live except in such areas aod loeattons as may be set aside for them on 
sanitary grounds. 

This Isw and its interpretation was the subject of much controversy between 
His Msjesty’s Government and the Republican Government, a controversy which 
was reflected In a speech by Lord Lanadoume, SccreUry of State for War and an 
ex-Vieeroy of India, who auted a few weeks after the outbreak of the Bon War 
that of all the mildews of the Boers none filled him with so much anger aa their 
treatment of British Indisns and proceeded to paint a lurid picture of the political 
evils which might have been expected to follow in India itself if England had failed 
to put an end to such insolent injustice. 

After the Boer War, the Transvaal became a Crown Colony. In 1902 and 
again in 1904. the Governor, Lord Milner, put forward proposals for the registration 
of Asiatiea. In 1902, Mr. Joseph Chamberlain rejected the proposal and said that 
it would be impossible to defend what would practically be a mnUnnaoce of the 
^uth African Republic against which Her Mejetty’s Government had so 
strongly and repeatiMily protested. 

What Lerd Morlsy Said 

It is an irony of fate that the self-sams insolent injustice ss described by Lord 
Lamdoame is bainir perpetrated even to-dsy on the defenceless Sooth Africen Indians 
by the Britith and the Boer combining into a double-barrelled gun for the 
aonihilation of Indian interests in South Africa. 

In 1934, Mr. Lytileton, while agreeing to the introduction of an Immigration 
Ordinance to restrict the entry of Indiana in the future by applying a dictation teat 
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In n Earopnan laneuaKe, nfnsed to MneSoD lofsitUtion tokinc away lighta lor 
which Indiaoa had eontended in npnbliean daya and which had lubaaqiueDtlj been 
aanared to them. European opinion in the Tranavaal waa, howeTcr. by all meana 
aatlafied and continued efforta were made to tmpoae further reatrictiona upon AaiaUoa. 
In apeaklDU of the Immigration Beatriotion Act of 1907, which incidienuUy gara 
riae to Mr. Gaudhi'a firat paaaire rmiatance moTement In South Africa, Lord iforfav 
aaid* 'The Act may work ^rave injuatice ainoe Briiiah Indian aubteota who had 
before 1902 acquire domicile in the TranaTaid but having temporarily left the Ooloay, 
bad not rpgiatered themaeWea, may under ita proviaion be debarred from re-entry.” 


- Townaklpa Act Aad Gold Law 

In 1906 the Townahipa Act and the Gold Law. which conaolidated the poaiiion 
regarding occupation and ownerahip in proclaimed land and contained atriogant 
proviaiona againat Aaiailca and 'coloured peraona,* were paaaed. 

In 1910, the Union of South Africa waa eatabliehed and from that dale for- 
ward, matteiB affecting Indiana became a Union Government reaponaibili^, thouf^h 
the lawa of the conatituent parta of the Union remained in force. In 1913 an Immi- 
gration Bin waa introduced and paaaed which was the canae of Mr. Gandhra aeoond 
and more apectacular pa«aive resistance caroiHiign. 

It waa in relation to thia legislation that the Viceroy, Lord ffardinge, apeaking 
in Madras, aaid, ''Recently your comimrtiiota in South Africa have taken maCtera 
into their own hande by organising what ia called paaaive reaiatanee to lawa which 
they coneider invidious and uniHat— an opinion which we who wateh their struggle 
from afar cannot but share. Iney have violated, as they intended to violatOi ttioee 
laws, with full knowledge of the penalties involved and ready with all course and 
patience to endure those penalties. In all thia they bars the sympathy of India 
deep and burning — and not only of India, but of all ihoae who like myielf, withcnit 
bemg indiane themselves, have (eeliiigs of sympathy for the people of thia eountry.' 


) to terms with uenerai smuts ana we peaaive 
adar the Immigration Act all Indians were, by 
undesirable ana coitaeqnently beeama preMbttea 
' Conference ia 1917 and 1918, General Smnta 


GaadhI-Smuta Agreamant ^ ^ 

In 1914, Mr. Gandhi caase to terms with General Smuts^ and the peaeive 
ceaiatsaoe movement ended, but under the 
•n order of the Minister, deemed i 

immisraote. At the Imperial War ' — . i . 

•aid. “Once the white commnni^ in South Afiiea were rid of the fear ttel they were 
uoing to be flooded by uoltmited immigration fiem India, all the pthar qnwtme 
be conaidered anbaidtary and would baeonie ewily andlperfactly^aolttWa ; the 
fear, which formerly obaeseed the aeUlera there, has been remov^ ; the great 
principle of reaCrictiug immigration for which they have contended is tm our 
gatute Book. Mt, Burtom apeaking on behalf^ South AWca. aaid, “U to oolyfalr 
to aay, and it ia the truth that we have found that the Indiana in our mdsliu Bo^ 
Afriw who form in aowe parta a very aubamn^l portion oi the popnlationare good, 
law-abiding, quiet eitiaena and it ia only our duty to see that dwy are tieetaa at 
human beings with f^nga like our own. and In a proper manner. 

Gea. flmuU* Trihata Tw ladtoa Tlwepjl - - , , - 

Bpeakinir eiaewheie of the troopa wlurbi^ served ouder him, SwoU jol a, 


••I wiah^re publicly to repeat that f have- ue^ora i&Jfc 

troops under me than thoaa trooM from the Indian j^pire ana I thtok the yo^S South 
AfriMua who went with me, woo fought aide by aide with t^ea herow , from Ada 
toUay have moca kindly feelings than they had bdora towards the 
tion of South Africa." These aeotimeDto have Z 

FeelUiga, however, were not eo eaaily mollifled and as » ytlt of prcMue by 
the Government of India and the of Stem a 

1920 to conaider ie qneation of laaiao trading and property i^hte. Tw 
OommiaatoB, in recommending agginat ‘eompolaory ..eagfciy tf^ * i5*i, 

“We find outaelvea wholly unabto to anpport the policy of reprcaaloB 
•dvSea^^y ioW of the witneaaea. Indiacrlminate 

ftnd similar restrielive meaaurea would reMlI ia eventnaily ledneiiig 
thm to helotry. Such measuaea, nport their lojuialoe aad inhumanity, would 
degrade the Asiatic and leaet npou the Iteropean. 

The Ualoo OoveBfcai^BWwSSMfc^i ^ y 


eo 
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THE 6. AFBIOAN ANTI-INDIAN LEGISLATION [ nw dblbi- 


qaaiUoD woald be eoeeptable to Ihe eounlry nnlen it resulted in e Tery ooneider- 
•ble ledoeUoD of the IndiMi |•opuletloo• Ae the result of repreeentotions from the 
OoTernment of Indie the Bill wm postponed end in 1926 the Bound Teble 
Oonferenoe wss held in Cepetown which 6nelW concluded the Gepetown Agreement. 

It wes in regerd to this Iqd^lniion thet the Viceroy, Lord Reeding, eeid et the 
opening of the ^isleti?e Assenby in 1927 thet it eppeered to conteia e redicsily 
ODjectioneble principle. Lord Oliver, speeking iu the House of Lords in 1926 on 
the seme sdbjeot, said, **Thet Is more then pressure, it Is oppression. It is not to 
be wondered st. when Indiens in Indie see. their reletiyes exposed to this oppression 
thet they become restive end esk *Whet is the use of our belonging to sn Empire 
which guerentees to protect us if. egein end egein, the promises that have been 
made in the neme of thet Empire to our kinsmen ere not to be meinteined end 
these kinsmen ere to be sebjecied to oppression to induce them to relinquish the 
privileges thet th^ have acquired ?” He added, ^I have stated that Lord Reading’s 
opinion end oerteinly the opinion of anyone connected with the Indie office, is thet 
these oppressive enactments ere e distinct infraction of the rights of Indians which 
His Majesty's Government efie bound to honour, to maintain end safeguerd." 
He pleaded “Let us have some kind of moratorium from the eou tinned 
pressure upon them (the rights of Indiens in South Africa) which ia being exer- 
cised to the greet disturbance of our own Imperial relations with indie.*' 

Ue foregoing shows clearly enough how from the earliest days of Indian 
immigration into Natal the White population of South Africa has been guided by 
DO other motive but gross self-interest When times were bad they did not 
hesitate to implore India to help them and were reedy to make any promises to 
get the labour they so sorely needed. But when times improved they were eager to 
repudiate their promises and to invoke any means at their disposal to oppress and 
insult the very people who had come to their assistance. 

His Majesty's Government and many prominent British statesmen, have 
ooneiatently protested and striven against the South African attitude, but as time 
haa gone on their proteata, their efforts have bechme weaker and of leas avail. By 
passes, licences, registration, taxes, teats and reaervations regarding property and 
trading and by denying the elementary right of the franchise to people born and 
bred In their country, the White Government in South Africa have done their 
utmost to humiliate and hedge in their Indian population. To this has been 
added eocial and public indignity of many kinda : refusal of entry to ahops, 
botela, places of amusement, restrictions on the use of public conveyances, separate 
counters at post offices and similar degradation. 

A mao of such robust commoneeiise as the present Prime Minister, Mr. 
Winston ChurchiH, writing of the Indians in Kenya, said, **Is it possible for any 
Government with a scrap of self-respect for honest dealing between man and man 
to embark upon a policy of deliberately squeezing out the nativei of India from 
rsgiooa in which he has eatabliahed himself under every security of public faith ?” 
That aentimenL so forcibly expreaeed, applies with equal pertinence to the history 
of Indians in South Africa. 

And yet, at a time when Indian troops have given their lives .in countless 
gallant actioni on African soil and are ready for further caorifieei in the same 
eauae for which South Africa ia fighting, at a time too when that tame great man. 
Winston Ohurehill.ialsading all the paopltns of the Oommou wealth in the aternest 
atruggle that has yet been eeen, all those noble sentimente are forgotten, all those high 
priuciplee enunoiated b9[ former British Ministers and statesmen are ignored and 
the last ^ imposed upon the Indian people by the latest so-called 

Vegfdng*^ legiilation in South Africa. 

xt ta worthy of note that the Unioo Government’s aotiou haa the rapport of 
Dr. Melen whose followere, oonstitutiog eosM 40 per cent of the White population, 
etand openly fof eeoeesion from the Empife nod nentrality in the war. 

It may be the! Fteld MiMebnl Bmnto has eecepted this position only lor the 
pnrpoee of the general election, bat Indie sen derive little aatiefectioo from each e 
reflection. Hie original Interim Act prohiMting Indian purchaaea of property in the 
Tranaveel was peiera In 1999 lor two yeere odIj, Io tidle over e dIflicaU period. It 
wes extended in 1941 for another two yeers end hee now been egain extended for 
three yean. It is emell wonder if Indiens fegnrd the leoent eneetment ne designed 
to be a permanent me em ne, Kpr shenld nndiie weight be attnohed to 


diettiii» ’among the Indiene In Sonth Afriea. There ie disunity among the Bniopeane, 
too. between the " " ’ 


between tbe aeoednis and the won-ieoeden, but on this ieiae they ace ut 
So too are the Indian^ whom diSbreacee ariee from other eouroos. 



DB. KHABB^ BTAnaCBNT m A8BBIIBL^ w 


Tbo eras of the eituetioii it tbet South Afriee preTailt bweuie the ii ■ 
Dominion and Indians there have to suffer because India is a dependenoj. Under 
the circumstances the normal responsibility of Britain which is the trustee of India 
is very great. She cannot ignore that she owes a duty Just as great to the dusky 
milliaoB in India and the quarter million in South Africa as she owes to the whole 
people of her own race in any territory in the British Oommonwealth of Nations. 

'fhe constitutional drawback from which India suffers does not detract from 
the inherent Justice of the case of Indians in South Africa and some means must 
be found for maintaining the dignity and prestige of India, and of the Government 
of India, even in wartime. It should not be forgotten that the Union Govern maut'h 
action is an affront to the Government of India as well as to Indian sentiment. 

Fortunately in this matter the people of India and the Government of India 
are at one, and the Government of India have already publicly characterised the 
recent leuislatiou as repugnant^ unnecessary and inopportune. 

Had India been independent she would have considered this a ca 9 u$ Mli 
against South Africa. But we may not think lightly of breaking away from the 
British Commonwealth of Nations because the ideal of co operative interdependence 
on a footing of equality is better than the ideal of isolated inde)>endeDce. 

There may also be a forlorn hope of representations yielding valuable results 
after the election fever in South Africa baa cooled down. But representation un- 
backed by any action is valueless. As for action an amended Reciprocity Act Is 
already before the Hofuse for oonsiderstioii and the possibility of applying other 
feasible and proper measures is being carefully examined. 


The CorraspaDdenee 

Here is a summary of the teiegraphio oorrespondenoe between the 
Government of India and the South African Government given by the 
Hon. Dr. Khare in the Central Assembly on July 30, 1943. 

Bfareh 16, 1948 High Commissioner’s telegram dated 13-3*43 intimating ft) 
Union Government’s intention of ’Teeing” position in Durban or in Natal pend- 
ing receipt of Mr. Broome’s report ana the enactment of legislation on certain lines 
and (ii) also of renewing the Trading and Occupation of Lind (Transvaal) Restric- 
tion Act of 1939 for s further tHsriod of two years, 'ihough It was known that Mr. 
Broome was conductiD|£ his second enquiry iuto Indian ^netrstion, this was the 
first intimation regarding the pegging legislation and the Minister bad aiill not 
made up his mind. 

Bbrch 25 Asked High Commissioner to represent to the Union Government 
that the Government of India maintained objection to statutory segregation and that 
pending receipt of Mr. Broome’s report, any action by them would prejudge issue 
end advised him to adopt ssme attitude. 

Blareh 27 '.—Informed High Commissioner that press reports hers referred to 
European demand for immediate legislation and the Minister's threat to Indians of 


that he 

covered the Government of India’s objection to Statutory legislation. 

March 28 '.—Telegraphically instructed High Oommissloner to secure an aasu- 
ranee that Government of India would be given an opportunity to comment. The 
High Commissioner sent on this request to the Union Government on March 90, 
but it was ignored. 

March 29 High Commissioner intimated that the Miniater bad made the 
speech on March 22, in which he explained that Government’a attitude waa to| await 
the Broome Report but that if, as anticipated, legislation waa found neoeasary, it 
would have' retrospective effect from March 22. On March 26 this wae debated in 
the Union Assembly. Anti-Asiatic speeches were msde by European members and 
the Minister ststed that the problem waa not merely of penetration into European 
areas but also of proper housing for Indien Community and that the Union Govern- 
ment waa anxioua to avoid offending the aosoeptibilitieo of the Government of India 
■which has played eo vital a part in the war effort. 

Blaich SI High Commissioner teiegra^ed eommaiy of Broome’e report 

April 4 '.—High Oommiaaioner intimated that Field Marehal BmuU wae very 
MtarM by extent of penetration disdoecd In Broome Report and desired imsM- 

^7^— ne Union Government pnbliely nnnonnoad their intention to l«ii» 
late intcodnee a bill on 10-4-43. Draft of Bill handed by Minieter to 

Oommismoner. 


M THE a AFBIOAII ANTUHDXAN LBQI8L4TION [ hkw dslhi- 

Afril 8 :-^Priii oommniiiqne imud the Gormneot of Indio aspicMiDg 
ifgmt thni the Unkm Gofernmeot had not gifen them an opportunity to oomment 
M hid alao paid no attention to their r e pr e a e n tatlon lor the non-extension of the 
Interim Act in the lYansTaal* 

Ajudl 8 Telegrafdiie aeoond lepreamtation to the Union Gorernment through the 
High Oommisaioner pointing out inadriaabilitj of undertaking proposed legislation 
In war eondidons pardcularly in ? iew of their aunranee to Sir B. Bama Bao in 
October, IW, that no legislatife action on racial lines would be taken for the 
duration the war. Strong objection to statutory s^etatlon was reiterated and a 
suggestion was made that solution by TOlnntary restriction of purchases of property 
be explored. 

April 8.— Telegram to Secretary of State telling him that the Union Govt, 
had not replied to the Govt, of India's represeutations and also informing him 
that reactions of proposed legislation In India would be serious aud unhappy. 

April 8.— Press Oouferenoe held to explain the position. 

April 10.— llie Government of India's protest handed over to the Secretary, 
External Aftairs. by Me. D. I. R. Muir at 6 p.m. on April 0, and verbal request 
made that the Prime Minster may withdraw Bill from next morning’s order paper 
and to reconsider position. 

April 10.— Bill introduced in the Assembly ; second reading being for April 14, 

April 11.— High Commissioner telegraphed Union Government's reply to our 
aeoond representation. Union Government stated that hopes expresard in 1838 that 
the position regarding Indian penetration would be maintained' or. at any rate, 
would not further deteriorate had not beenrealised as shown by Broome's report and 
that this had compelled them to legislate as otherwise there was fear of racial feelings. 

April ll.-*High Oommiasioner telegraphed how Union Government's reply was 
unsatisfactory and gave no reasons why the Government of India were not infor- 
med of their inten tion to legislate. . 

April 18.-«Thicd protest to the Union Government through the High Oommis- 
sioner. It stated: (t) Issues involved were of high importance to relations 
between the two countries during, war as also in the post-war period so as to call 
te utmost efforts by both Goveraments to avert danger ot a testing breach, 
(ft) Existing licensing laws in the Transvaal operated as an effective barrier 
agwst Indian oecupauon of tradteg sites and that in view of the first Broome 
Report and the subMquent statistics there was no fustification for continuing the 
Interim Act. (m) Buggeated as a practicsl compromise that pending report (3 pro- 
posed Oommission to examine housing and other civic needs ox Indians, all intended 
transfer ol tend between Europeans and Asiatics should be sobloet to prior pub- 
Iteation before confirmstion and administrative arrangements should bs made for 
ths bstring of soy objections by s joint committee or by sn impartial judicial 
oommittee. 

April 14.— Third protest handed over to Field Marebal Bmnts. ( Copy to Mr. 
Lawrence ). Second loading of the Bill. 

April tl.— High Oommiesioner telegraphed hie own propotals for non-etatutory 
eoitttioo, CM., Btatus quo regarding purchase of property nut'acceptance of principle 
of xoning in regard to actual oocupalkm and appointment of a eommisaion. 

April Sl^ljaat enggeatioa msdc by the Govt, of India waa that provision be 
made in Bill empowering Govenor-General to bring it into force when he thiuke fit. 
In the meantime suggeeted machinery in our third repreeeutation be put into force. 
This was banded over to Secretary* External Affaire, on April 22, while eeeond 
reading debate wae on in Uie Senate. 

April 11.— Second reading of Bill p se e ed. 

April 88.— High Oommer. informed that he could put forward hie propocals. 

April 85.— union Govt'a reply to the Government of India'e third proteet 
received. Ihey found alternative suggeatiooe nnaeeeptabie and were conHneed that 
no action abort of that enviaaged by the Bill would either produce breathing apaee 
or atmoaphcie nceeaeary to enable a permanent aolution of ptobleme to be found. 
They alao laid that by the Capetown Amement or by their declalon not to proceed 
with legialation oontemplaied in 1828^ union Govt, did not in any way eurrender 
tbair freedom to deal leginlatively with Indian problesu in fuiuii. 

April 18.— Bill paemd third rending, 

April 87.— Preae Communiqne iaeued by the Govt of India nipceeaing dis- 
appointment over Union OoverameBt’k Isilnra to adopt Govt, ol India a eaggeetiona 
nnoatating tj^ the teghlation was lepngnmit, nnneeswary and iaopporinno. 



The British Labour Party Coulerence 


perauai 

Kr^J 


M Indian Policy 

Aftsir a apseeh by Mr. JU^huUd Sotmmh. Membsr of PbrHaBunli oigiaK 
wwnment to make aoothsr olfer to lodia. or at least laopaii aegotlitiona, Mr. Arthur 
Gr$€nw)od at the British Labour Party OoDfareaca bald oa' tba tStb. Jbaa ItlS. 
uadad tha baekers of tha two raaolutlona to withdraw tham on a i^adga that tha 
y Kaeeutira would immadiataly opao new dlaeutsiona on tha Indian polley* 

Mr. Borwnsau, who laBaeratm of tba Indian Laagua Parliamaatary Oonmltta^ 
was moTing the raaolatioQ on bahalf of bla own oouatitoeney Laborr Party 
(Leyton) and tbraa other difiatonal partiaa urging Oorarninant **to raeogniaa tha 
Ineraaaing uiganey of a aattlamant with India and taka tha initiatiTa In nagdUatiag' 
with tha Indian national laa d a r a on tba basis of raeoKuiUon of India'a Indapan- 
danoa and formation of a ProYisional Qorarnmaiit of Indian national unity under 
an Indian Prime Minister.** 

Mr. Soianaan said : ** Although undoubtedly communal difiaianaaa do atlat in 
India, it is my conviction that tha Cripps offer did not fail primarily Ihtout^ any 
communal dilftrancp. I would urge tha Ooufaranca ones more to praia on 
Qovamment to auiha another offer to India, ckt at least open negotiations witii 
India. I a npr ata profound regret that Government has not enabled Congreas 
Icadari who, Mr. Amtry^ himself admitted ware leaders of great and important 
partiaa to be in contact with non-Oongreas leaders like Mr. Majagopalaehari and 
Sir T«J Bahadur Bapru, *'Why cannot we allow tbesg Indian patriots to be 
in oontaei with other Indiana.** 

Describing tha white paper as **iandeutlous and misleading** ha referred to 
0piO(X) Indians In prison. 

Mr. JSormMn emphasised that tha Labour Pirtj's affirmation that the Indiao 
people ware entitled to aelf-daierminatioii and self-government did not mean 
n aeesaarily that tha British should determine what form of Oovernmant Indians 
should choose. **ln the last resort, if indepeiidenea and self-government mean 
anything at all, the decision as to the kind of Oovarnment that shall asiat in 
India must ba made by politically conscious India itself, even though that may 
mean aeverence from ourvelvea. I hope it will not. I hope India will freely 
coHiperata with this country, with China and with other Eastern* peoples. But ft 
Is her choice. Although wa may sometimaa thinlL that Indians have chosen 
wrongly or noted unwisely, it is only their judgment. Just as wa would not 
dream of laying down for otbar democratic paoplaa what particular form of 
damooraey they muat implemeot in their legialaturca so wa abonld reoognlsa tha 
aama fact legaidiog India.*’ 

Delegates* rrataati 

Amid piotasta from a number of delegatee against tha EzceativaVi •uggaationa 
owing to lack of time In the closing boors of tba ceofarenea^ there abonld ba na 
fnrthar dUwuaalon, Mr. drihar Chretnwood suggested that tba resolniiona should bs 
withdrawn on **my definita nndartaklng that wa aball go to liia Joint Obmmittea 
in tha near future to diseusa tba matter in the ligbt of the Esacntlva Commlttes*a 
report.** On this plee both the laeotutions ware tneraupou withdrawn* 

The eeeond motion in the name of Bt. Pancree (Loedoo) and Rlnanorton 
(Birmingham) Divisional partiaa urged '’immediate ranipcning of nagotlatiogs 
with bodiaa truly rapieaaototlve of tba major communltiaa of tba popula- 
thm of India** and daeiaiad : **A damoemtio aolution of ^ the fn^nn 

p pbb la m aan ba found in tha formula of aalf-datermination 
iiehd, vellglona, oaala and daaa domination.** 

Tha Eiaoativa*a report on India (which waa amon| tha aeatian of j 


report ,jeed by the coalerenM on Friday night 


’ wUhsnt diaSsaiion 


of pressure of time) elated that tha Joint Oommittaa on India (oonelatiDg 

of the Indie Oommittee of dm Parlieusantery labwit Party and th# IntenmtloM 
8ub-eommittee of the Betlonal Eseeutive bed jMmdnu^ tfarir of the 

coMMitntlonel Indien problem end of the reje^on of the Grippe prepeffid. ^It quoted 
tbedeeletutlon iseued on Aouoet 18 Ibh the ^y the Tfadm 

Union Oongiese Oenerel OaoiwB dmmating the clvU 

«ging Government to mefcs alem ^ oo the ebeodonmeel of eh# dMadknm 
sdy to rsmune dtocwiebme with a view to sefoguaidini end 
l of lodinnorif^iomomcnt. ^ 


H would ba ready to 


The Educational Progress in India 1943 

The Indian Science Congvess 
Thirtieth SeaMon— Calcutta — 2nd. January 1943 


A demsnd by an upcountry young man for reading ont the address ot Mr. 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the President-elect, now in jail, marked the proceedings of the 
opening ceremony of the Thirtieth Session of the Indian Science Congress which 
commenced at Oalcutia on the Sod. Jannary 194t under the presidentship of Mr. 
/)• N. Wadia, the out-going President. 

After Dr. B, C, Eoy, Vice-Chaneellor of the Calcutta University and Chairman 
of the local Reception Committee, had concluded reading his welcome address, 
the young roan (mentioned above) with a portrait of Mr. Jawaharlal Mehru, went 
to the dais. Placing the portrait on the dais, he prayed that Mr. Nehru's presi- 
dential address, which, he believed, was in possession of some people there, should 
be read out at the meeting. 

Told by Dr. 9. a. Mitra, General Secretary of the Congress, that they had 
tried their bmt to secure Mr. Nehru's address, but could not suece^, the young 
man proposed that a resolution condemning the action of the Government in this 
matter should be passed at the session. 

He was, however, persuaded by Dr. Roy to allow the proceedings to go on. 
But as soon as Mr. Wadia concluded his Presidential Address, he again stood up 
and reiterated his demand for passing a resolution condemning the action of the 


Government. 

Dr. Roy suggested to him that a resolution of that type should first be placed 
betore and consmered by the General Committee of the Congress which would 
meet on January 4, whereupon the young man followed by some other young men 
left the hall as a protest. 

Db. B. C. Roy's Bpbboh 


Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University and 
Chairman of the local Reception Committee, inaugurating the Congress, said, 
"If it is the objeet of Science, as it originally was, to increase the comforts and 
security of man, then Science as originally conceived and developed cannot corrupt 
our morals. If Nature’s gifts had been developed and perfected by man not for 




sharp weapon, the knife of a surgeon was forged not to desti^ the life of an 
individual but to save him from the ravime of a malignant affection ; gun-powder 
was manufactured not to kill thousands of innocent lives but to provide a cnannel 
for drinking water to thirsty people on the other side of a hill, to provide a 
thoroughfare for the masses ; toe investigations into the properties of phosphorus 
were direct^ not to incorporate It in the preparation of bombs, but to provide a 
suitable and ready material for getting light.” . 

About 1(X) delegates from various parts of the country attended. 

Mb. Wadia ob Nimo fob PuiVNiira 


A plea for the adoption of a wise and Justly planned intematiODal . 
policy named by an International Directorate in order to preserve pcaeonui 
goodwill among eountriee unequally endowed by nature wiUi mineral 
waa made by w. D. H. Wadfo, Mineral Adviser to the Ceylon GofemmenVlK^ the 
eonree of hto presidential address to the Congress, Mr. Wadia said : 

"A" distinguished citisen of India waa to have preeided at tbia meetiiigiiii no 
one here sbaree more keenly than I in the disappointment at ^ th s emm^l o^. 
I eeek youir forbearance f t my having to addresa yon beeauee of an rale 

which requirea your ffreeident of the, foiegolog year to eootmne Ib CMBea nnlfl 
ita asanmption by hia tucoesaor. Pandit Jawaharlal NehraVi eontiibutioDa to 
Bcienoa in India have not been in Uw lime-light, bat they have been a leavening 
influence in the organlaatioii and workug of the National Planning Committee 
whioh eince 1988^ ia engagad in gte^ taeh of co-ordinating applM Belnioe with 
produotava induatiw in every fiel^ induetxial, educational, eiatainl and mganiia 
ttonal. Lhdies and Gontlemen, pleaie believe me. 1 gympothiae wMbysuta 
haviw miassd his lousing addiess.*’ 




^ JAM. *4B ] THE INDIAN ttOIBNCBI OONOBBBS M 

BfNMldog Ahoat Um importanee of mineralf In war, Mr. Wa4ia laid fhal 
dwrliii[ tha oentnry aad qairtar betweeo Uia Napdlmle Waxa aiid Iha. Hlttoriaa 
war. the conramp^ .of mineraia had been otar a hnndied^lold of llud oonanmad 
donng ^ entire hiatory of man on earth, and ao far aa natala. ware oonearoad, 
man bi^ ui^ up between 1914 and todaj, between the two Qerman warii moia 
ihM diiring any preTioni' period ot history. Btoeki of tin, plalinnm, allrar, 

£ ld, cod’ and mineral oils were getting depleted and ao far no eoneka had haan 
riaed^ for thia alarming depletion.. **KetaIa and mlnerala are a radidlj waiting 
Maet qI *a oonntry for whioh there la no mnewal' or replaeament. Agrieaftiital and 
foreat reaouroea of a land can be re]a?enated by aultable maaanrea and manniea, 
but no fertiliaer can xevire one azfaanated mlna^ for geologtoal prooaaaea are emaad- 
ingly alow requiring hundreda of thonaanda of yearn to form a rain of matalllo. on 
or a bed of coal’* aaid Mr. Wadia. 

Mjbtallurocoal iMDums nr Dmvca 
**111 the defence programme of a nation nnder the* pieaent day .eonditlona of totn* 
lltanan warfare, the metallurgioal induatry and iti ancillary mining of minaiala 
yielding the ferrous and alloy metaia, fluxes, refractories and aeocaaory minaiala nie 
of eaaeniiai importance. A aignificant feature of' the diatribniion of thaae mlnarala 
ia the concentration of their production and mannfaetare in a eomparatircly few 
oountriea in* the world, happily nearly tbree-fonrtba of these being centred In, or 
eontrollbd by, the United Natioaa aa against the Asia gioap. Of the total annual 
mineral prodnction' of the world in preowsr yaasa aa much as 85 per cent came 
from' North America and Western Etaropa, of thast IT. B. A , Englana and Germany 
and latterly Buaata contributing over 75 per ceiii. Thie, however, does not mean 
that nature hae endowed dieae eoontriss to thia miaqaal extent with falnable 
minecate ; it ia rather an index of the country*! industrial and teehnical detslopmsnt 
aad tha energy of the p^ple. Rnastn’s three a u ccea ei va Five-Yeara Plana are an 
emnple of uue. Industrial pragreaa of other parte of the world may asalarially 
diange tbia eondition. Pur inatanee, Indla*8. resonxeea in Iron -ora are . of a magni- 
tude quite out of proportion to the bnre eoupla of Bullion tone of phc Iron per year 
it hae only recently beguir to produce. Ony in a few diatrleta of l^mar and ttmrn 
Blatea Agency, the higii-gTade Iron-ore reservca nre ealenlatad to be of the order of 
4X)00 million tone. Large reaerrea of alliiminium-oca are still only potential aaaeta, 
When these untouched rsterves enter production stnge, the sppsrent incqsditiee 
will dimimeh end the eountriee bordering the North Asistle bsein will not oosupy 
the dcainaiiag poeition in etrstegic minerale they do at p re s e n t. ** 

PosT-WAm Mivbsal DiSTsiBnnoJi 

Mr. Wsdis observed Umt only the sdopthm of s wiee sod )setly plsnned 
intwmstiooal minersl policy framed by sn lotemstionsl Dhactorale could pr eserve 
pcset and goodwilf smongst eountries unequally endowed by Nature with minersl 
wealth* Unequal geographical dietributioo of mlnerala being an aualterable feet, 
planned international economy ahoBld devise mtana not only to elimloate thia eauee 
w intcr-eountry friction but to incieeae the interdependence of nations on eeoh 
Other foe their vital tradea aad industrial needa and so make mlnarala a rallying 
point for feternationat co-operation and goodwill. The prelimioary reeommcndetlOBe 
m the Cteferenee oa **Miocrel Rcaouroae end the Atlentie Obereeter** oonveeed by 
Briiiab AaaocietioB’s Committee on Boelnl end Internetionel Keletione of 
Beience lest July, nppeer to be on the right lines, but they will eot so fer enouch 
if thrir implieenone are mreut to a^egnard tbe Intersete ci the EMIiah Bmpira 
only or even of the whole United Nations' granp. These abonld embnoe ell the 
feee eountriee end elmld cell for aeerifios from ell perticipaling nations of pi^ of 
their natiottnl end neturel edvenlagee for the nlUmete beneflt of ell end the future 
eeeurity of the people of the woriC The foortb article of the Atlentie Oherter 
poctuleted teceas for ell BUtee on equal terms to the raw msMele ol the wwld. 
But If the Atientie Charter did not uoreaervcdlv provide for all p«me-loviog nettos 
of the certb, whatever oceans bound them, its folfllmeet in perUel digree would 
not nehleve the goal of poet-wer mineral ellooetioQ. nor succeed in removiog e 
infeetion point ia the body polltie of the world. 

IvoiA'e OniAt BraoonoM ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Mr. Wedle. proceeding, said : •The mineral ontlook of the I"/tten rugion Is 
on Mie whole eedsfecUMry both lor war end p^tlaM rwulraments. Indieh nsoufM 
in minerals ol akreiegio importeoee, minerale for mnel^ne^eod defwee eraMmente* 
iMae metetu^elluyaTfliixea, refradtoclia sad ea esaaory ealnecele sen be rugeidid as 
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ttiree, In urge exocM. Oar oelghDonr. HorniA, dm aDunoMit tioen oi loe munntoa 
meteit of mich Indio it in deficit, while her oil TMonroei must yet be regarded 
M eoneiderable Ceylon hae merfee of the world’s finest graphite, a minerml indi^ 
penaahle in metaVurgy and of a magnitude sufiiiMttiit to last a long period. Anci- 
llary minerals such m asbestos, eemente, lertiliseri. olays. mlea, sulj^ur. rariona 
■alts, ores and other minerals of indastrial utility are available dn ^naotilleB 
sniBeient for the country’s needs, while tome am in ezpo^bie surpiusM. 
The experience of the ImI three years’ wsr effort in the production in India 
of a wide range of munitions without say prsvioas appientiesidiip, is 
satisfactory proof of the eoantry’s adequacy in , some respeeta, though 
•till unequipped in a number of essentials, ▼is., apecialiaed .nteeiu maehine tods, 
manhfactnrc of aircraft, high explosiresi antomoldle engines, big ship constraction, 
•te., on a scale commensurate with her internal requirements.” 

Social Obuoationb of Bcibicb 

Dealing with the position of acience eis-a*vts the public, Mr. Wadia said 
that the awdcening to the aocid obligations of seienee is of reeent date and, 
•▼an In Burope and America, this Mpeet of the oukiration of eelence wm for long 


pr!^le«n faoee science all orer the world to-day— to press the newest diaooreriea 
and indentions of applied seienee into the eerfioe of agrionltnieb mannfaotoriee. 
hospitals, homes and schools and along-aide with It to ao control the impaet of 
these on his private life that his mechanised work-a-day Ufa may not be toteily 
dWested ' of all higher apiritual ▼aluee. Onr fntnre national life and its material 
well-being largely depend on a wholesome balance being mainteined between 
theie two— the Impulse to harneaa seienee to increase physieel comforts of life and 
a reatraining desire to preseire the old-world apiritnal calm and almplloity of 
living. Happily for India, this balancing ia aomewhat.of a natural hereditary trait 
and does not need much emphasis. India’s late start in the aiiplioation of adenoe to 
fndnstiy alao gives it an opportanity of planning along right linaa. The dgnifloaiioe 
of this problem bsa been realised by both oor pditioal letders, ss wdl ss sdenttsts, 
and some progress is msde in this direction. 

Here Mr. WafUa refemed to the work of the Nstlonal Planning Oommittee 
which through its 29 •ub-oommitlees had cet out on formulating a programme 
covering many phsaea of the country’s future life and activities, material, productive, 
educational, artistic. *Tlieir work nnfortunately la in a great mcMure suspended 
to-day, though some of the 29 cub-oommitteea have humlahed more or Icsc 
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tha.Mtion without •llowihc; any uott-aooiul •m)IiM(tou oi 
SS^Ail eonnlrieteTK niiiiw their head* lb oor aeMifc 

SecMialy, tlie Aoaiittmy ahottld emphaai** *a inte^ratMT eyntheHe aopimMh to every 
problem, preseing into Mmce the contributioue ox venous besio eociel eoienoee •ueb 
8yK»phj. ool^pology, psychology, economic^ pblitioel solanoe^ 
phil^phy end soctolo^. The briugiag into l)ftinK of a Netionel Aoedemy so 
MDstitutM may well become e oroismDg echievemeot ^ the IndisB Selenee 
Ooogiesse” 


CFeology A Oeegrephy SeetloB 

mmon Btetemrat the! Indie wee poor in minerel rasources* wee refuted 
A. SuMrmlendiiie Geologist, Qeologicel Survey of India, 

the Geology end Geography Section of the Indian Science Oongessa 
M. Jamiary 1048 . 

Dr. Dunn remarked that although not so rich in economic minerels as tha 
y. S. A., this country was by no means deficient *‘Indie is, indeed, the worlds 
dominant source of at least two minerals, Mice end ilmenile. It shares with 
Russia in being the world’s main producer of Manganese, and is possessed of 
perhaps the world’s Inrgcst reserves of high grade iron-ore. In addition, there are 
adequate resources available of many other minerals." No country was completely 
self •sufficient in mineral raw materials : India’s shortcomings comprised particularly 
tin, nickel, and molvbdeinim. 

The speaker outlined the distribution of minerals in India and drew attention 
to the concentration of wealth in Biliar, which in normal times prodiie^ about 40 
per cent of India's total mineral output. He urged that the provincial distribution 
of minerals, should receive profound study wbeuever partitioning was ante 
consideration. The greatest capausion, according to him, was likely to be In the 
further treatment and utilHation of their mineral resources within the counl^, 
At least, four of their mineraU—Mica, Manganese-ore, llinenite, and Monazlte— 
were of great importance to the world’s industries, but to date almost their enUra 
production had been exported in the unmanufactured state. Dr. Dunn emphaals^ 
that these minerals must con tin ue to be exported, but it was eminently desirable 
that much of the manufacturing processes through which they eventually passed, 
should be completed in India before export. 

Dr. Dunn pointed out that as India expanded industrially her minerala would 
find an ever widening application. In this connection, he stressed the need of a 
Minerals Research B^ureaii to undertake investigations into all aspects of the 
mineral industry. 

Concluding, the speaker remarked that if this country was to take its place 
amongst the nations of the world, it would be necessary to conform to whatever 
general scheme of international mineral policy might emerge in the post-war 
settlement. ^ 

Mathematics A Statlsttee Section 


The CO 
by Dr. J. 
^ at 
on the 


Certain developments in Matberoatici in the last thirty years were referred to 
by Dr. S. C, Dhar, Head of the Department of Matbematics, College of Bcieiiee. 
Nagpur University, in his presidential address at the Matbematics and Stntiatioa 
section of the Indian Science Congress on the brd. Janunry. 

The role that mathematics bad played in the last 150 years, said Or. Dhar, 
wss firstly to suggest various methods to tackle problems that presented them- 
selves for solution. On the one hand, the development of the physical sdencea 

E resented, varioua problems for the mathematicians' ingenuity, whilei on the other 
and. they themselves fbrged methods in the shape of new branches of mathema- 
ties which the physicists took advanuge of in unraveHing the mycteiim of Nature. 

Describing the situation. Ur. Dhar aaid : "The matbematiciaus play a game in 
which they themselves invent rules, while the pbyaieiita play a gam in whleh 
the rulee are provided by Nature. But at ^time gow on, it bmmea IncMiogly 
evident, that the rules the mathematicians find are the same as thoce whleh Natoie 

Referring to the reeetion which the new teobniqiu bad im i^re 
tbn maker eaid that it gave a atimulna to Inveatig^on whU aloo enrieM Fate 
Mathmatlea. He disenBeed in detail the e<mtrovmies that mm 

jf hMt in HI liottonie •oBd. y nUo ft* wMibodi ^ ^y *^ inttg nw* to 
ft* ***blntion of tniMlent eleot^ PH)bto»*. 

opposition from pure mathematicians, especially of the Oambiidge oehool. who 
61 
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nfmed to noognlM it m » lesitlmote method in the eolation o^diifereDtiei 
eqnetion of mnthemetieel phyeioe. I>r. Dhar expreeeed the opinion that HeeTieide’e 
Operetionel Methode represented e distinct sad epoeh-msldog. sdraoee. 

Nebm to eoatlone os President 

Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru will continne is President-elect 6f the next session of 
the Indisn Science Congress. This snnonncement wss made et the meeting of the 
General Committee of the Indian Science Congress Association held on the 4th. 
lennary 194S. 

if the Executive Committee of the Association does not receive any information 
by Ist Joly, 1943, regarding the services of Pandit Jawaharlal being availabte, 
Professor 8. N, Bose, Bead of the Department of Physics. University of Dacca, 
will be appointed President of the 31st session.* 

Tlie General Committee of the Association also adopted a resolution moved 
from the chair, recording the deep sense of disappointment of the Committee at 
the enforced abaence of Mr. Nehru^ who had been eleeted to preside over the 30th 
session of tiie ticience Congress and re£;rettiiig that it had not been posaible to 
secure his presidential address for the occaHion. 

The next ^session of the Bcienoe Congress will be held at Trivandrum under 
the auspioes of "the University of Trsvsncore. 

Botany Seetlon 

Presiding over the Botany aection on the 4th. Janua^. Dr. JT. BiewaB, Superintendent 
of ^ Boym Botanical Garden. Calcutta, aaid that it was time that there was more 
intensive work in Systematic Botany in India. Apart form the little floristic inves- 
tigation done in some parts of India, tiicre still existed vast unexplored and 
inau&ientiy explored regions. Provinces which had already been explored, also 
needed further detailed investigation with regard to herbaceous and shrubby 
vegetation which had failed to receive due attention. Ue auggested that the 
Botanic Survey of India should be revived from its moribund condition and that 
the vast vegetable resources of the country should be properly worked out for the 
benefit of the country. There was undoubMly a bright future for the Bystematiits 
and Taxonomista of India. 

Arebaeology Seetlon 

The aesaion of the Antbropdofg and Archaeology section was presided over 
by Dr. ChakravartL In his address, Dr. Chakravarti gsve an outline of the exca- 
vations at Ramnagar, the site of the anofent Ahiohchhatra, and of the exploration 
tour arranged by the Archaeological Department in the Sabarmati Valley and of 
another oonduoted by Sir Aurel Stein along the dry bed of the Gbaggar. 

Dr. Chakravarti also streased the value of epigraphy in the study of 
Anthropology and traced the evolution of writing from the earliest times. 

Afrieultmal Saetfen 

Bao Bahadur F. Bamaehandra Jtao, in hit presidential address to the Agri- 
cultural 4b Entomology Section, stressed the need for planning on an All-India haais 
in certain aspects of Agricultural Entomology. EnUunologioal workers employed in 
the difforaot provinces of India would be quite capable of studying and controlling 
snob pests aa had a local origin within their jurisdiction ; but, he pointed oat, they 
would be very much handicapped if thpy were called npon to deal with pests .that 
invaded their provinoe from outside. Locusts, for instance, and certain equally 
deptructive moths had the * habit of migrating lopg distances. Evidently, in the 
oMh of snhh inseets,' a oentnl agency with powers of {uriadietion over more than 
one orofinoe wu needed to study their movements and warn provinoes Hable to 
atteek. There were other pesta tike the Deoean Grasshopper whieb* though not 
migiatofy like loonste, were capable of periodically spreading in a deatruetm form 
over large areea in several oontiguous provinces and should also be studied with a 
wide perepeotivi. 
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Fifth Sesdon— Agra— 2iid Jaatuury 1943 

PvesMeatlil AMrm 


'*We are meeting at a most eritieal iunetuie in the history of this ^nntry— 
when, 00 the one hand, there is strill going on a movement for the establishment 
immediately of Indian Independenoe« and on the other, there is a - dm extermi- 
nation to partition the country and establish separate and independent Mnslim 
States, both in the West and the East,. It is true that the fear of attack on 
countay is very much less than a few months ago and the war situation has defi- 
nitely taken a turn for the« better— 4)ut who can say how long this inhumu 
butchery shall continue or what tremendous aaorifioes it shall still entail 7 Already 
the cost of living has risen very high — in many parts of the country, even articles 
of necessity cannot be obtained or obtained with great diflEiculty and at prohibitive 
prices, thus inflicting terrible hardships particularly on the poorer classes and 
persons with small, nxed incomes. At such a juncture what is the duty of the 
Indian Political Science Association and its Preoident 7 With due humility I 
express the hope that it may be given to this fifth ^ Conference of^the Association to 
make a constructive contribution towards the solution of the Indian constitutional 
problem and towards the ending of the present political impasae,** said Gurumukh 
Nihal Singh, in the courae of his Presidential address to the fifth soiaion of .ths 
Political beience Congress, held st Agrs on the find. Jsjinary 1948. 

After describing the growth of communaliim in India, the speaker continued : 
'*I regard the conclusion of the Lucknow Pact of 1916 as an important turn- 
ing point in the history of the Indian National movement. The magnitude of 
the blunder committed has never been realised and its praises have been sung on 
account of the results achieved during the next few years. , 

“The Indian National movement started with certain initial diaadvantimfis 
which it was not* able to overcome when this great danger overtook it Ths fMt 
that the Muslims sulked and did not take advantage of English education till ths 
seventies of the last century was responsible for ths^ leadership of the nationalist 
movement falling into Hindu, hands and the separatist action of Ahnifd 

complet^ the process of Growing the Congress into the hands of Hindu natio- 
nalists— come of whom were oriiiodox Hindus and the mainspring of whose actum 
came from Hindu revivalism. The result was that the nationalist movement could 
not evolve a common source of inspiration of a common uationai language br a 
ritual, anthem and symbols which could make im equal appeal to all sectiinis of the 
people. Again, for the sake of outward unity social reform was eschewed. The Indtan 
^lonalist talked of liberty, equality, brotherhood and love for his MoUierlaiid but 
did not acquire a liberal outlook in social maters or a secular or ten itorial concep- 
tion of law and politic#. In ter- marriages, inter-dining, diacardiiig ““to"®,^****'**/* 
giving up conceptions of personal local and communal law 
created tne proper atmosphere for the growth of a truly nationalistic sentiment 
and made this fusion of communities possible, were not made part and parcel of a 
nationalist programme. 

BlLKANlSATlON OF INDIA ,, , , i i 

On the other hand to keep up outward unity on the 
ekmism and communal loyalties were rwpect^.snd 

was the etereotyping and perpetuation of diyieions in •^*®ty which Um 

derer Brittdi bomocnej ttUlited for inpcnal purpom. In * 

ulioln-henrtri nnd • throoeb ooodcinuatioD of commnool eloetorntw by m )OIik 

•ntbon of tbe reformo nnd their deterioiDe^ od 

Mnelimt, wbeio they were to • mtoorlw, nn^o^Si.**** t i" 

were extended to the Mnelime every whwpe, Bikhe, Indian Ohriatiaiii, jsiiropeaney 

Ando-lodtone ood reeMTotiou of woto to plBral-MeMbet oon edtaCT^ to t be bwi. 

BtSmtof and too Mehnrttee. Pronrioo woe ^ ^SjS^SSSeDtottaS 

depreiced elaeeee oiid toboor by DonmotioD eod ely to too tqgn- ntottoit 

of laadloide and other totereete. The pre^ of Mtaietog ladto wee gtooa 
BtOl further by toe Oomannal Award of 1982t wntodled to^^ ^toma of 
Hm deetowe of WS6 tbowed too atfong ^ ^ IndH 

sjj 

‘“■^•‘“••rwssaa iiSSWfiSSS 

to whom fnmdbhm had beiB 


would make an appeal, not only to the educak 
and miniiteiihlpi-55ri alto to the Mwdim me 
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ntendad reoeaUy, the chief purpose of seperete dectoretee mey be defeeted end the 
Oongreee mey eueoeed' in winning over the Mnslim meeeee tniongh ite eoonomle 
pKOgremme end the policy of Mustim muse oonteete. In my opinion it wee tbio 
teitt thet wee krgely reeponeible for the ennneieiion end the working out of the 
two netlone’ theory. 

Oeiour OF two Nationb T^bout 

Whet ere the ceuiee for thie obenge of ettitade on the part of Mr. Jinnak 
end the All-Indie Muelim League? 

The firat oeuae ia, ae I heve atated ebo?e, the need for en effeetire popular 
alogen, to rally the Mualim meaaea, which became an urgent ntfcesaity with the 
extension of the franchise and starting of the ‘‘Muslim Mesa Coniuots'’ programme 
by the Indian National Oongreas under the leadership of Fendit Jawaharlal Nehru. 

The second and more important reason was the failure on the part of the 
Mualim League to capture power in any of the'lour Provinces in which Mualims 
have a maiority. 

Thirdly, the decision of the Congress to accept office in the Provinces where it 
had a majority deprived the Muslims in those provinces of the I'Moporary advan- 
tages they had gained by the formation of interim ministries, in which the Muslima 
occupied a most important position— as a matter of hict most of the Interim 
Premiers were Muslims. 

The fourth and perhaps the most decisive factor was the failure of the Con- 
gress-League negotiations for the formation of coalition ministries in the Coiigress- 
majority provinces, particularly because coalitioD ministries were functioning in the 
Muslim majority provinces. 

At the psychological moment when the Muslim League was acutely feeling 
the denial of a share in power by the Congress took place certain events in 
Europe which decided for the League its course of action. 1 refer here to the 
Sudeten movement in Czechoslovakia which led to the separation of' Sudeten land and 
its incorporation in German Beich in October 1938. 

The Pakistan solution has made an irresistible appeal to the Pan-Isiamic 
feelings of the Indian Mussalmans who believe that the establishment of Pakistan 
would bring their dream of a Muslim Confederacy — of the Islamic countries in the 
near East within the range of practical politics and very near. 

The stand taken by the Muslim IjCf^ue called forth in its turn vigorous oppo- 
sition from the Hindus and the Nationalist elements in the country, including the 
Nationalist Muslims. For the last four years a battle royal has been raging in the 
country over the Pakistan, issue. 

“Lbaoue is Sure Of Bbitisb Support’* 

The position has been made still more ancertsiii by the Calcutta speech of the 
Viceroy of 17tli December, 1912, emphasising need for unity and for a strong 
central government in the country. It is also believed by some careful students 
of public and internstional affairs in India that considerations of foreign policy 
will ultimately prevent the British Government from according its approval and 
support to the Ijesgue proposal for partition. 1, however, feel that the League is 
sure of the*eupport of the British Government ia which Mr. Churchill in the 
Prime Minister and Mr. Amery, Secretary of State for India and which has already 
announced ue adherence in the Cripps Proposale. 

What then are the prospects for India in the near future ? I am afraid. I 
cannot point before you a rosy picture. There are plenty of troubles and straggles 
ahead. In my opinion the future of India will depend upon how the problem of 
mino^ties is handled iff Hiiidnstsn and as to what efforts are made to bring about 
a real fusion of the pepples into a single whole. A good beginning might be made 
with composite cabinets and by guaranteeing complete religious freedom and protection 
\Q.£e langpage and culture of minorities but a determined effort must be ms^ to 
oiiltivate a purely secular outlook iu public affairs and to discard untouchability of 
ail kinda and to abandon personal, local and communal conceptions of law and 
polhtos and thus create in course of time denatloual, socialist States in the country. 
Wh^ that is goeomplished the separated States shall return and form a Unkm of 
Indian Sdoialist Bepubllce. 

That may appear to day a most unreal dream but if Sooialist Bnesia emerges 
vietorioos from this titsnio struggle and if the socialist order spreads in other parts 
of the world after the war and if an Indian l^in or Btalio arises in ohr niidst^ 
thi dream may mateialilw at a not too distant future. 



A. 1. Muslim Educational Conference 

52Bd. SeatioB — ^Alifarh — 13th. PabrauT 1343 


Hnwdh Zakir Tar Jung Bahadur^ an Amir of Paigsb 
I 52nd All-liidU Muslim dilducationsl Confersiioe 1 


tided over the i 
IMi. PelMnwrv l«a. 
Hyderabad of i 


Hyderabad Slate pro- 

. rid at Aliffarb on the 

in the eoune of a leUKtliy speech be paid a tribute to ue rulere of 

the Aaaf Jha House who had always extended their patronage to educa- 
tion and the nobility of tlie State who considered it their sacred duty to serve the cause of 
education in the State and India. Indian Muslims and the Aligarh Ckiltege, he said, 
owed a debt of gratitude to Nawab Salar Jung Bahadur I and to Sir Syed. 

About 10,000 delegates and visitors were present. 

Those present included Sir Sultan Ahmed, Sir JogendromSingh, Nawab Sir 
Mahomed Yueuf, Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung. Mr. Ahmed E, H. Jajfer, Mr. .Abdul 
Asses, Law Member, Hyderabad, Khan Bahadur Jajfer AlU Minister of Edneation, 
Kashmir, Mahomed Tunue, Patna. 

Khan Bahadur Mouivi Mohamed Ohaidul Rahaman Sherwani, Ohairman of the 
Reception Cbmmittee welcomed the^delegates after which Nawab Zahir Yar Jung 
delivered the presidential address. 

After tracing the educational progress of Muslims since *75 Nawab Zahii Tar 
Jung Bahadur observed that conditions had altered considerably during tlte last 
half a century. MuMims had now no apathy towards English education, 'ihey had 
establiahed schools, colleges and a University for themselves, and a stream 
of Muslim young men flowed out of these institutions fully equipped to fight the 
battles of life. , . , . . . ^ 

The system of education in India, the speaker said, was criticised by experts 
as uneuiteef to the present day needs, but no one had offered a constructive sug- 
gestion lor its improvement. The Wsrdha scheme did not receive official suptH>rt. 
No programme of education could be regarded as suct^essful unless it embodied 
in It the spirit of aoconimodation, tolerance and universal fellowship. Modem 
education dia not lay the foundation for this spirit. Indian Universities failed 
to keep pace with the march of times. They , only succeei^ in propagating 
the disease of unemployment instead of aiming at universal literacy. 
Government establish^ Universities for producing candidates for Government 
service. The Universities provided no facilities for research work and there were 
no arrangements for getting promising students trained outside India. High schtml 
education was equally defective for it merely pret>ared candidates for colleges. In 
Hyderabad State this defect was sought to be remedied by reorganisiog the high 
school education ao tiiat atudeiits might enter life and eke out a livelihood. 
Elementary education did not meet the requirements of the villsge. Primary 
education without rural bias estranged the villnge boy from his aurrouiiditigs. 

Education of girls, the President urged, should be reformed. What was the 
edvantage of giving our girls education according to tiie Cambridge syllabus and 
making them unfit for the important duties of womanhood ? he asked. It was 
gratifying, he added, that the Zennna College of the Muslim Umveisity had pro- 
vided for a course of studies in Domestic science. Mucauon divorced from the 
needs of the country such as agriculture, industry and trade wae usel^ JDamn 
industries, which found a world market centuries sgo, had been declining during 
the last century and a half. 1 he present induttnes were for war 
eduoatioo had failed to promote even ordinary industin s ni India. ** 
doced t^nioal experts. "Let ue, therefore, prepare 

revolutionising the Indian educational system, according to the needs of Jaaia. 


needs 


revoiuuoiiiHUg wie luuiiin wui-auvuM ^ 

India. after the wer, would be brought closer to Ae 
e etudy of world languages should be encourag^ so that 
to exetenge Ideas and understand one another ^tter. 
of edueatiooal ioatitntiona. We ehould now, 

model the educational syatem so as to include agriculture, industry mu commwroA 
Our economle well-beiog it intimately bound up with our educational progreie. 

WoMBir’s Edooatiow « . * ^ * 

Begum Tar Jbiio, presiding over the Woman's tetionrftto Oonteeora 
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woiBUD. Whan there wee eoate nDenplojmeDt of edneeted men, women ihonld not 
iateneily the eitnetion bj Reltiag the aeme type of edoceyon. Women ahonld be 
trained ae teaehere and doctore, anraae and dhaia. There wae a crying need Ibr 
them. Dae to dearth of each women, the rate of mortality among women, parti- 
enlarly daring child-birth, waa appalling. Women ahonld be trained in cottage 
indnatriea, ne^ework and other arte and live a healthy life. The mode of life of 
Indian women waa going to be changed after thia war and let os prepare oar 
danghtere to meet toe new demand. **Do not adorn your daughtera with golden 
oroamenta but with the ornament of education. No cart could bd propelled with 
a aingle wheel. Both the wheela muat be geared up and kept in order.” 

Mr. Haroob Jaffar Oh Bociai. Reform 

'*At this stage of life, when the whole world ia anfferii^ there mast be no 
attempt to cmnpromiae with evil and let us atari fighting it nrat in onr own oem- 
mnnity,” said Mr. Ahmtd Ebrahim Haroon Jaffer of Poona, in bia nreaidential 
addreaa to the Ucpnomic and Bocial Reform Section of the All-India Moalim 
Bdaeation Oonferenee. 

Mr. Ahmed Jaffar aaid : **Let us chalk out a well-planned programme of speial 
and economic welfare and work it up with a atubbornneaa unknown in the past. 
Let ua remember that a community withoat the necessary share of material wealth 
and .property in a country stands no chance of survival in the struggle for existence.” 

Mr. Ahmed Jaffar struck a note of warning ‘‘that the aspirations of Pakistan 
win bear no fruit unless they are backed up by a pronamme of economic indepen- 
deaee and efficiency in all aspects of life. 6o let ua beg no concessions to live, 
bat prove ourselves fit to live and vigorously live. Let ns multiply Aligarh univer- 
aUy types as regional centres of renaiaaance and produce an army of social workers 
who should make it as an ideal of their life to serve the community in all aapeett. 
Let US avail oureelvea of the exiaiing lacilitiea of induelrial and commercial expan- 
sioo, aad tap all the resouroea at our command to regain respect in the society of 

ttStiOBS.” 


The Nagpur University Convocation 

Mr. Halfal ManlaB fiarker’e Addreea 

The following is the text of the Address delivered Mr. Nalini Ranjan 
Barker at the Nagpur Univeraity Gonvoofttion held on the 8th. JanuMiy, 
19 ^. 

I thank you, Mr. Viee-Chanoellor, for the great honour you have oonferred 
on -me in inviting me to deliver the Convocation Addreee of the Nagpur Univeraity 
^ia year. It ie an honour which I greatly valua. And in proportion to the 
value 1 set on it, I feel the difficulty of didng justice to the function you have 
bought fit to allot to me. Strengely enough, toe task of addreasing new gradnatea 
of our Univeraities Ima of late devolved ou me with embsrraeeing frequency. Tlie 
more I attempt the taek* the more I resliee the intiiaMc difficuitiee of speaking to 
the youth of the country as it leaves the com,parative teoluakm of the claaa-room 
and the leotnre-haU to face the fierce climatee of the real world. The idea 
behind thia ancient inatitntioii of a convocation addreea is that it should maiitally 
prapim the youth for this transitloo, so that the task should fall upon ■ those who 
are most qualified for the purpose. When you chose me for thia difficult teak, Mr. 
Vica-Chancellor, 1 uke it. Sir, that you credited me with a greater koowlcdge ol 
^ open air thau of the hot-houee where you cultured and nurtoxed thcae tender 
planta and flowers which will before Iwig adoom our eoantry and awauten its 

Rtmo^hm ^ ^ pudding Ilea In the eating, fha teat of education lies in the 
PMOcfist attained by Sie pmuota of UniverMtiee in the open air struggle for life. But 
loo gnat a dafenuea to the reqaifemanta of this struggle ia apt not only to mllitata 
•gninal fha quality^ of odocation but also to hold up the pgwiosa of human 
iooiaiiaa towmoa hi^iar levels of material and moral well-being. Whileb thenfonb 
URivenity teachers aio ia geneeal aware of this aeid teat of the sonadneaB of fbsii; 
‘ , they sightly laimw to aliew themmiyeB to be unduly Infiecneed hy eoualdsfh 
of the wefficei-day woild and go on faahloniDg ttm youth of oooatqr la 
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accordinee with th€ Idoali th«y hs?6 in mind. When the exeminnlione ere over 
end the eeholeri heve mede adequete diepley of their etteinmenti, when the time 
comes for them to flock in hundreds before the Qhsneeltor end the Ikilowe to 
toke with proud bends the tokens of their eehierements, their sense of fpnitifioetion 
is likely to be tempered by e rsKue reelisetion of whet the future hdds in store 
for them. The chenge from conditioned sir to unconditioned, the cold 
dreuf^ht that the mind experiences when it first b^ins to give thought to* th« 
question of employment, the first onset of doubt whether the ideeliem of youth 
will survive the tussle with leelities, in oilier words the oontrest between the ideal 
end the reel— therein ^ies the essence of the crisis that intervenes in the lives of 
the young as they pass from school and college into reel life. 

My task at this moment as 1 understand it, is to throw a . little light on the 
nature of this crisis so that as you proceed from College to real life yon may 
approach it with some appreciation of the problems yon have to face. Youth m 
naturally inclined by its inner promptings to high idealism and there can be no 
greater ideal. More is not given to any one generation than to envieage the. eoeiel 
good with courage, faith ana wisdom snd to help in the realisation of such good* 
Viewed in this light, the present generation haa the greatest opportunity before 
it for It faces the most arduous tasks that any other generation in men's, long 
history had ever to face. In addiesaing a batch of young men 


sallying fousth into the wide field of life it Is very tempting for a man of my aga 
to dwell on the virtues thal should sustain them in the atmggla that lies ahM. 
1 realise, however, that the youth of to-dsy ia no longer satisfied with mere advice 
or pious wishes. That is as it should be. I, too. confess to a feeling of the 
inadequacy of the sermons which were once considers good recipes for all the ills 
of life. At any rate, 1 feel certain that no one can oUlm, much lass exeroiae, the 
right to indulge in sermonising, political oi; moral. The world we are handing 
over to the young is in a bad mess, rent asunder by disruptive forces and ms<m 
sickening to sensitive minds by the oolossal waste resulting from a world war. 
But the young are in it and the question that confronts them is what they arc going 
to make of it in the future. 

If you, my young friende, will give a moment'a thought to the probleme that 
will assail you as you step out of this ball in academic robes with diplomas ia 
hand, you will realise that these problema form, in a sense, a hierarchy of values 
and at t he same time involve a wide range of tasks of varying urgency with whi^ 
your euUured minds with their warm human intereat will have to deal, though 
always starting even like charity, with your own personal aeiveB. Aa you step Into 
a bleak competitive, almost inhospitable world, the most immediats problem you 
face is that of personal survival. To put it bluntly, at the start yon will teve to 
look for a job that will enable you to keep the wolf at bay, even if not far from 
four door. Refine it, you call it a career. Import an element of idealism into It^ 
.t is an avenue of social and natioaai service. And from love of aocial servleCi it la 
only k step to the love of one's own conntiy and an yearning to contribute lo te 
nation’s prosperity and security. As our borison expands, we find that the AatloB 
does not live in a vseanm. I'here are other nations besides ourselvea and our 
political and economic relations with them bear directly on our daily lives. If you 
remember that the problem of providing satisfactory jobs or opportunities to all 
can be solved only when we are roasters of our own household, and again that the 
freedom of our country, once it is won, will be bound up with a stable inter* 
national or world order, you will realise that all these values are more or kaa 
equally endangered in this world orisia whichu fortunately or nn fortunately, coin* 
cidas with thla juncture in your own personal lives. 

The problem of adjustment which oonfronU ua to-day is to formulate Che 
terms of adequate relationship between thta trilogy : Man, Nation and World* 
Bociety. In our own youthful days, we too had our own battlea to fight Thtj 
ware bard and bitter battiea no doubi ; but Society aa a whole then aM>ved la 




pImM flow and we were fiee to. eoMe in onr .private beUI«, vnfltetneted In 
wider itenee. Bat to-day in natfoiiid and intematiooal nneraa. ia aoeiol, eeMome 
■nd politiaal flalda, new relationaUpa ate aaarKtoK. u you attaapt to alow the 
imaa to aompartmeotolifad iaotorioo. yoa will UI to wmmnw ^ new (aieaa 
that are heading noon flie world and aa a aoMMn an ee faU to adinat mnifaim to 
tUs ww pl«« am ^amie aDrironment. Itto boMa good both (or tu todifidBal sad 
the natiOB. Tba indiridaal baa to tab brio aeeout o( ^ 

tha ooBiaaiiity that of tba aenatry and tba amt^ ^ world. Oat of tba 

I of tba worbl aabnaaritd aa it ia bi tba aagMaa and pM^dei^tiaaa 
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of tlie war, tbore hos ariwn to-day into promioeoee • world which ^eryatalliaaa at 
once the Immediate and the distant ideale of men, ae an indiyldnal, aa a national 
and as a member of a world order. Turn whererer you will, the world, yon bear 
moat, is eeonriiy. It is natural that the tremendous insecurity of our times, the 
insecnrity of individual life, of national survival, nay of civilisation itself, should 
focus human thought on security, the srcurity of employment for earning one’s 
livelihood, the security of national integrity, ttie security of world peace ; in fact, 
the secuigity which, unlike mere stability, can form the basis of progress, individual, 
national • and international. We must take a look round the world and proceed 
from the wider spheres of world economics and politics to that of our own 
national and individu<il problems. It is most remarkable that to-day the great 
powers talk more of post-war international reconstruction than or post-war 
international settlement in the old political sense of indemnities and political 
boundaries. Economic and sof^ial questions are in the forefront of war and peace 
aims. They realise that no political institution or machinery can work mirsolee 
without etable, economic and: social foundations, which will bring security to the 
great masses of people. President RooaeveWa list of the **£our freedoms” or the 
Beveridge scheme of social security only dramatises this new orientation of thought. 

The moat acute forms in which socio-economic maladjustment reveals itself 
to-day are unemployment and poverty. Both these problems, will have to be 
•uecesefully tickled. Ihe West now admits that a state of society in which vast 
quantities of food grains are deetroyed while large sections of the population etarve, 
most stand self-condemned. That the blight of unemployment should no longer be 
allowed to undermine social life is now generally recognised. Miss Frani;e$ 
Perkins, Hecrctary of Labour in the U. 8. A. tersely put the problem of unemploy- 
ment before the International Lsbour Oonference in New York in the following 
words, ’’Every country at war noi^ knows that unemployment is man-made and 
can be unmade by man. Faced by the necessity of mobilising all of our 
lesonrces for purposes of destruction we have realised that man-power is among 
the scarcest of all resources. Man-made unemploymeut ought not to exist and 
need not exist in the post-war world.” 

The realisation that unemployment • can be eliminated is by no means 
enough. Ways and means have to be devised by which this objective can be 
achieved. And this is a very difficult problem. War-time demonstration of the 
effectiveness of governmental action in mobilising economic reeouroes for a epecifio 
purpose may have strengthened the case for its continuance in peace in order to 
Bolvp the immediate problems of readjustment tp which the poet-wsi transition to a 
peace economy is bound to ^ive rise, as also the long-term problems of maintaining 
a high level of economic activity so as to ensure a progressive improvement in the 
standard of living. But believers in individualist economy, while they agree that 
Government should in War-time eseume wide powers of control over industry, end 
increasingly concern itself with its operations are nevertheleee against the perpetuation 
of such control ae a permanent principle of our economic eyetem. 

In the field of international political relationship, too, we eee the same clash 
going on between the new ideas which are emerging out of the sheer forces of 
events and conservative lesotion which Is still fighting back. The lessons of 
a quarter century of the experiment of the League of Nations are that no stable 
international eociety and ooueeqaentiy no ordered, social progress, would be poBsible 
without a steady erosion of eome of the eoverelgn rights of nations. This does not 
mean that the "nation” idea should he completely eliminated. **Nation” does indeed 
perform a necessary function in that it breaks up the unwieldinese of world 
probteme and assures each commuoity that for its owo interests, it will not have 
to look up to a distaut and basy world-authority. But no international peace is 
possible unless the ’’right” of * nation-states are seen against the back ground of 
correlated obligations. Unless national intereate harmonise and merge into a higher 
collective interest, there can he no peace or eecurity. ^is idea does not eeem to 
find favour with the London Chamber of Oommeroe. In tie Report on the 
General Prindphs cf a Poat»war Economy it hae clearly stated that it oannot 
support **aay sofaeme which in the eoonomio effiiere^ nliee upon some enpra- 
national authority (which in ptaetioe muet mean the most powerful nation o* 
nations) to dictate to the weaker natione wbnt their internal economic poliey shr .1 
be." The Chamber beUsves, on the eontrary, that **the largest meaenree of 
>sowopexation between nations will be matised when fear of finanetal and eoono nic 
dommatien from outside is removeiL and each nation is left entirdy frer to 
co-operate or not aceo r ding to its own wishes, the extent of that oo-opamtioo also 
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S****LJS**® *** *?•***>•• OhwaW, howaver, o4bn no pnotiMl cnidMea aa to 

mu ^oparatta oan be aeaatad and tha leanltins aeaaoaeie ooaflioU aroided. 
II ea<^ nataOD oontinuee to act eeeordiaK to ita own will, 

I..- i?' ** “t ‘*5? «•“ poaalbly be in a poaitioa to ear 

tow dua operation U to be broaKbt aboau Bately then U a snat danger that 
tto aojealM eoH>peration may m ptMtiee mean autonomy (or tin greater powere 
wWe JneolTim e(^on of rarying degreea lor the leater oiiea. It foUowe Irom 
•"*Lr "P India cannot eolee the uoaUwar problem tidier of Uemaelvea 

or i» the ^rld at largo nnleaa thef aoqnlre the capaeliy to reiUHt eoereion when it 

effective co-operation where it it genuinely 
■oiicited. Up till now Aeia tilth the exception of Japan hat play^ but a eubor- 
toate role w world probleme But it it at likely at it it deeirable that the centre 
of gravity will gradnally ahift from the Wett to the Eaat. We have grown ao 
aeouttomed to Europe's dominance ow the world that we may often be inclined 
to aatume thit at part of a natural order of thinga. Yet, if teen in the true 
hittorical pertpective, Chit hat probiibly been only a tranaltory phaee the batia of 
which hat been atrodily undermined atnee the olote of the lant oeiititry. For more 
than a century Atia hat been the unhappy hunting-ground of Kuroiamn imptfia- 
liaB^ but lately the baa been in a atate of active ferment. Within a few deeadet. 
Japan waa trantformed from a feudal into an iiiduafrial country and the tp^ily 
acquired for hertelf the aUtua of a Great Power. Ohinai which waa cotiaidered laea 
than ten yeara ago aa incapable of orgatiiting an orderly Goverum^^nt. hat by five 
yeara of danntleas if unequal, atriiggle for freedom, greatly improved her political 
etatna. Again, under our very ryea we have aeon the aatonithing ex|>criraent which 
baa turned a baokward, aemi-oriental country like the Soviet Union into a ffrat- 
elaaa world power, ludta, too. hat been pulaating with new ideaa and waking up 
to the political iaauea, intenaeJy conaoioua of her vaat potential itlea. 

The contribution that Aaia can make to any future world equilibrium Je 
receiving increaaing emphaaia. In an inteveating volnme entitled Fro6/ema xf iBQO 
Mr. Uolin Clark ODaerree that it ia evident that '*the wAiole equilihriiim depends 
on the economic development of the AauMe countries, particularly India aad Ohina, 
and thdr emergence aa oonaumera of foodatnfia and importcra of capiM’’ Mr. 
Clark in of the opinion that the Asiatic countries •houid be large importm e( 
capital for undertaking their indnatriai devdopmeat, and that tbie capital ontllow 
will materially contribute towarde ttm maiatenanoe of equilibrium in Europe and 
America. Mr. Clark also realisea that in order to allay the auiroielon ut a domiaa- 
tioo by big European and financial intereste to which thia foflux of foreign capital 
into Aaiatio countries may give rise, it is neoeasaiy that, Europe ana America 
ihould concede to the Asiatic people the same politicfd and eoonoralo righta which 
they claim for themselves, so that Astatic Jiations may be left free to choose their 
own form of Government and mould their own eoclal and economic life. This last 
point ia very important : these Aaiatio eountriea could oier their oo-operation and 
make any real contribution only qa equals. A good measme of equality in the 
political and economic spheres ia really a condition preoedetit of the ^desired co- 
operation of Asia by which it ie hoped to maintain equilibrium In the worid. 

I, for one, feel that in the peace settlement nnd reconstruction which will 
follow the ceaeatioii of the war, it would be praotloallT Impossible for Europe and 
America to withhold such righta from dependent Aelatic countries. This ia not a 
piona hope, bnt a conviction baaed on the logic ni circamatoncea as tb» ace 
moving to-day. There is a dgiiificant difference between World War I and World 
War II, ao far aa the Asiatic dependencies are ooncernedtWhieh mnat make a vital 
dUferenee to the fate of iheae eoontxlea after fhie War aa comparM mjh the 
reenlte of the last War. llie geographical fooua of the last Wm waa in Weatorn 
Enrope and in the Atlantic. In World War II. on the other hand, the fooM of 
actioa in Western Europe and the Atlantic and the Mediterranean dM not dominate 
the War aa a whole. Far from ft. It !• po doubt true ^t 
there wai fighting in eome of the ookmiee or dependent ; bnt nmtlier we eonrse 
nor tto ontSnnn ot World Wnr I WH totormMTto *to Sl2!3u 

•her tto wnr, the world rMMined n worM ta lAfah hudt^ 
ooBtfaraad to to oolIeetiTtiy owned hr tto |Mii»to «*•*•» P**!* **^ 

In tto preeent wnr tto Oolonto or nny nto Ito 

late nnd Chinn, lAiah tha •flnpeitor’' Wwlin conoMti hnw ao Int f 

aaesatomd to look do wn ima or paltoniM im 
hot they have .with eoati^lMMaa 
dtoaatod Vj Bio aoat oantniM am 
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belwm the diEsmt Dfttfone. If opr object it to eeeure worir. foodt leirare md the 
niDiiBttm of mmable eomforte of body end mind for every body, we moet work 
for whet ieenljed welfam eeoDomioe.^ Even before the wer, peoiJe bed bmme 
fmillar wiUi t^ idee of tiie eeonomiee of plenty. ITie erent depreieion had robbed 
the old eoooomioe of aceroity of ell ite deceptive rational. But thanke to tlw war- 
time expcpimente in economic organisation, the economics of plenty bae now beu 
shorn of its former Utopianiem. If everybody can have a job in war even to the 
pmnt of over-work and eearcity of labour why ehoald it be otherwise in peaee f 
That is the question that agitates every mind. It is now recognis^ that all tl^t 
we now neiNl to end poverty in the midst of plenty is organisation, planning and 
the energetic pursuit of well-defined task in an atmosphere of social goodwill and 
good understanding among all classes. Goodwill comes only of a clear under- 
standing and accepUnoe of the ideal of social justice and of ita practical deductions. 

^ And here it is that, in this age of large-scale political and economic orga- 
nisation, we atand in urgent need of re-defining acme of our old ooneepta, s. p. the 
concept of liberty as the corner stone of our democratie faith. We cannot define 
liberty without reference to the posiitve conditions that nourish it. The negative 
concept of liberty as *7atases-fatVe’* or *'let me alone** is replaced by the poaiUve 
concept of *'give me a chance**, a chance to all for self-expression. lilie fact la that 
economic developments which could not possibly have been anticipated when our 
political forms took shape, have crested contusion and uncertainty in the working 
of the agencies of popular government, and thna have subjected democratic 
institutions to a basic strain. 7'lie most aerioiis danger facing society to-day ia that 
individualism, masquersdiug in the guise of the **nghts of man*’, ''liberty** etc., 
may be carriM to a point- fatal to social cohesion and to economic progresa. We 
neea to-day a new individual -an individual not in the pattern of tne nineteenth 
century but an individual integral with the underlying social trends of a planned 
indnstrial civilisation. 


Our youngmen must thus shed false ideas and expectations. The social and 
economic order is so shaking under the influence of the growing political' coasol- 
ousness of the common mess of people tfasi we would <£> well to anticipate in the 
future a considerable narrowing of the disparities in respect of opportunities snd 
incomes. This will no doubt be a welcome development. But ss a necessary 
eorollacy of this development, the opportunities for smsssiiig huge wealth, not to 
speak of amassiog it quickly, will become fewer. The material aspirations of our 
youngmsn, however talented, should bs somewhat temiiered by the accepted 
•tandarda In our country as also by the needs of a more planned economic develop- 
ment. Great disparities of wealth would disappear as indeed they should. That 
will be the case as much for the great industrial and financial nations like Great 
Britain and the United States; ss for poor undeveloped countries like Chin» sod 
India, though for different reasons. In the esse of the former the heavy weight 
of war debts and the changes which the war is bringing about in their capital 
equipment together with- -the npsnrge of democratic eeniimaijt in their economic 
ephere will compel the state to direct its policies to the oolleetivs good of alt rather 
than to the uwU-being of a partleolar class. QDuntries Kke India and China, 
however, have reached a position in which progresa wowld be posiibla only if 
efforts are directed to the waU-beiog of large sectioni of tka masses and not to the 
large profits of a few. You have only to take a broad view of our preaeot 
economic position and the trends of industrial devetopmaat during the last decade 
or so, to realise that the scope for industrialisatian, regarded merely sa an avenoe 
for investing surplus capital and as a source of profit lor a small elaaa ol Investors 
is extreme^ narrow, even if it is not altogsther uoa-exlitcnt. There can be no 
great increase in national wealth unless tbera fo am ali-nmnd ineresse in prodnelive 
activity. And India baa reached the stage when such increase oan only mult ffom 
large-scale planatug* 

I trust you see the bearing of all this in yonr personal fives. If there ere 
no careers of the get-rich-quick miUtonaire open to you, II the ordinary' joha that 
will suffice to keep body and soul together are to flow only from the, oo-operative 
efforts of the entire nation, then does It not follow that suoocea and happineta of 
yonr Uvea deprad on the development of that capacity for fotelligent, purposive 
^operation in the absence of whick the nstion has bilherto been langulsblng 


w^ing it . I do not want to dilate here on our epedal politioel prbbl«is 
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AlMagh, nnfortanately, beoAiiie of the lailnre to Attain an amement botnnen the 
leadaiA of Indian opinion on one aide, and the Whilehall, on Uie other, then ia a 
■taiemate in the political life of the country with the conacquence that improrement 
in India’a political atatns remaine in abeyance during the war, 1, for my part^ am 
quite certain in my mind that the end of the war aee India free and— yes— united 
too, and admitted to her legitimate place among the nations of the world. To 
deserre that freedom not in the sense of receiving appreciative notes from 
patiomsing foreigners but in the sense of bein^ able to use It to the permanent 
advantage of our own ^ple and of mankind in general, Uiat is the problem to 
which the thoughts and attention of our youth should be increasingly devoted. 

Tbe successful working of the new democratic institutions which are growing 
up in our country will again make new demands on the qualities of our people. 
Tne virtues that will be needed most are tolerance and intellectual disapline. 
Unfortunately, our society is largely sectionalised and our civic life is vitiated by 
communalism and intolerance. In a country where 80 to 90% of the people are 
illiterate, demagogic politicians can easily play upon the masses and thus hamper 
rile successful working of democratic institutions. But the most unfortunate part 
of it is that even educated people often allow themselves to be carried away on the 
crests of emotion. We are faced with the curious phenomenon that persons who 
can be rational in tbe highest degree with regard to what may be called neutral 
or passionless problems, are round to succumb to irrational sentimentalism in 
dealing with questions which impinge on their basic traditional or cultural outlook. 
Thus great masses of men may be moved by irrelevant emotions, dead political 
shibboleths or outmoded patterns of thought whiw are not in the least congruent 
with ezisiiog social and economic realities and thus create a problem of aocial and 
political maladjusimeut of the first magnitude. 

To give a decent burial to old prdudices and sectional loyalties is, I want 
you to remember, the first task of youth. It is for tbe young lo resist the discords 
that short-sighted i^srsons of su earlier generation had been fomenting and to 
take a hand iu.tiie education of our illiterate masses to a new sense of their 
responsibilities as the demos of s newly-born nation and to a recognition of the 
party they must play in firmly cementing the bond of nationhood that holds 
together the diverse races and peoples of the vast sub-continent that ia India. 
Unless we succeed in cresting this ieeling of oneness and a stre^ng conviction and 
fervour about our fundamental unity in the midst of diverairies, we eannot expect 
India to attain >to the fulness of her stature jx to achieve the all-round devefop- 
ment and proper recognition of her place in tbe comity of nation a. 

There is one other point which I would like to emphasise in oonneetion with 
our freedom and our future. I would like you all to realire that Indiana future 
hangs on an allied Victory, We stand or fall with tbe Allied Nationa, Let there 
he no mistaking about this, no false notions or (server led thinking. 

1 hope, my young friends, I have been able to give you a fair pietura of ihe 

f reat epoch of reconstruction and regeneration which is opt ning out befors you. 

have deliberately refrained from ofieting you any advice in the usual mocaustio 
vein, but have endeavoured to give you nn idea of the great tasks and the innda- 
mental social problems which will confront your generstion. We are turning over 
n new chapter in our national life ; and our luture, both in the national and 
iniernatiooid field, ia charged with immense possibiUtiea, if only wa:"iiould laea 
It with clear visiou, iutelligeut planning and hard work, in riiii%reat taak, the 
role of leadership will fail umjm you. For it ia for yon, young men and women, to 
hold nod shape the new world. 

Graduates of tbe University, I think I have aaid enough tdmnt the general 
problems and questions which are exercising and will, in tbe near future, exerciee 
ybur mindiL and make large demands on yonr intelligence, efficiency, integrity and 
ideallam. It now only remains for me to oouaratulate you very heartily. More 1 
eloae, bn youx ajplendid achievementa and on tine degrees and dUtincriona awarded 
to y^ at riiia Oonvooatlon, 1 havo no doubt that in the world that awaits yon 
outmde the portals of your Uuiveraity, you will by your work and service pom 
youraelvia worthy of the high traditions ol yonr Alma lAater and add to its gm 
name and reputarion. 1 wish each one of yon a full measure of suoceaa in yonr 
lenitive apherei. Graduatea, my aiiioere good wiahea pursue yon in the widm 
world into which yon axi iuat atepi^g. 


Aligarh Muslim University Convocation 

Syed AMal Asis's Address 

The following is the text of the Convocation Address deliverqjd at the 
Aligarh Mmlim University by Syed Abdul Aziz Barristef-at-Law (Patna) 
on the 13th February. 1943. 

1 do not think 1 can do better than begin this address with an expression of 
xny profound sense of gratityde to His Exalt^i Highiusa. the Nizam and to the 
authorities of the Uiiiversit; at whose initiative His Exalted Highness was pleased 
to ask me to d«>liver this Convocation Address. 1 accepted the gracious invitation 
somewhat hesitatingly owing to a protracted sciatic pain which had lately bmme 
intense and from which 1 have not yet fully recovered. In this afflicted and 
crippled condition 1 have cheerfully endured the suffeiings of a long Joumer from 
Hyderabad to Aligarh as 1 could not suppress or restrain my desire to ptase xny 
humble servicea at your disposal and enjoy the privilege and pleasure of parUelpa* 
ting in a great function of such educational importance. But for my general bealtb 
being gooo 1 might not have been able to be present liere to-day. 

This Mlustrioua and royal Ruler of the Premier Btato is one of the greatest 
supporters ck ihe cause of good education. Apart from t' e interest and initiative 
taken by His . ii^al ted Highness in promoting primary, secondary and technical 
education on a practicable and liberal scale, his solicitude for the welfare and 
advancement of higher education led to the establishment of the Osmania Uni- 
versity with some Bf)er:Al features which are already brnring ample fruits. No 
visitor to the ares allotted to the Osmania University, di lached from the capitsl 
city though not far from it, can fail to be etrueb I>y t) c bsrmonious combination of 
the most beautiful features of Hindu-Muslim architeciure in some of the buildings 
already erected and by tbeir magiiificetice. They repnseni the glory of the ancient 
art of Ajanta and Ellora and the simple grandeur of iSat scenic and Qutub Bhi^i 
architecture. Ihese buildings, replete with modern equip:ii(>t)t, include hostels for 
Biiidns and Muslims without distinction and are pro' ded with comforts and 
conveniences conducive to healthy and decent living. 1 hey make a visitor sigh 
for bis youthful days and fill him with the desire that it was possilde for him to 
be transformed into his teens and be admitted to the Osmania Universit;^ as a 
student. Ihe plan for future development of tbie University which, under the 
fostering care of His Exalted Highness and the support of his enlightened Govern- 
ment, gets ail annual graut of 22 liikha within the resources of a Bta'e on which 
a miiliitude of demands is made from Various quaters, augurs well for higher 
education and for other similar schemes which will soon find a home and flourish in 
Hyderabad. Its august Ruler received a tribute from the Rt. Hon'ble Hir Tei 
Bahadur Bapru who» apart from bis eminence in Law and statesmanship, is himself 
a model of refinement, culture and catholicity. In the course of his Gouvocation 
Address to tlie Osmania University in 1939, he said 

'‘Meanwhile, let me pay a respectful tribute to your august Sovereign who* 
realising that men live not by bread alone, has provided out of bis generosity a 
centre tor all young and old-<wbere they can meet from day to day and have a 
perpetual feast to feed their minds and soula on all that is best and nobleat in 
numan tiiought and human culture. Truly, therefore,, a Sovereign who does it is 
entitled to be called not only Sultan of his Mulk but also 8ultan-uUUlum'\ 

Thus also can the Aligarh University be iustly proud of having such a Sove- 
reign as its Chancellor. That is not all. Aligarh has enjoyed the benevolence 
bestowed upon it by two previous Rulers of the Asafia dynasty, Nizsmul Mulk V 
and VL It owes a great deaf to the liberality and wide outlook of the late Nawab 
Sir Salar Jung ibe First and to the sympathy and help received from the late 
Nawab Mohnnul Mulk, Nawab Viqarul Mulk and Nawab Imadul Mulk Sgsd 
Hosain Bilgrami who, for long periods, held high and distinguitbed offices In 
Hydendiad. 'Jlie forerunner of the Muslim University was a small school eata- 
bliebed in 1860, called the Madrasatul Ulum. This shool developed Into a Oollcga 
and the College gave birth to the Universtiy which now occupies a nniqua poiitiOD 
in .India, 'i'ba late Sir Sgtd Ahmad Khan of revered memory, tormented pethepe 
by ibe toling of humillatioo, grief and horror caused by tha daeadenca. degenera- 
tion, wntchednese and helpleesncM of Indians in general and MnMime In parti- 
cnlar, who had not only w theix country and were eiink in alhTery bat wlit 



414 AUOABH MUBLIII UHlTEBBlTt CONVOCATION [ 

forlorn nnd friondloM, nnliiod Uin neod^for modom edoontlon to moot thonqnifaiMaii 
ot the time! end the tnmeeeiident importonee of enltiratiiig a * tttperior intelleet 
and high character which would enable hie countrymen to recover the lost ground 
and lead a decent, useful and an bononrabie life. A country can be conquered but 
Its culture and cbarscter* if saved from subjugation and cultivated further, can do 
more than make up lor the deficiency and can one day reassert themselves. 

Sir Bred perhaps aimed at or dreamt of the day when Muslims and Hindus 
woqld T^um fine *od^ suffiden^ mateiMs for a inan of ^eztraordina^ ^gersonidi^ 

idimls, shrewdness 

^ . - -- „ I Hindus. It must 

also have been hoped that such two leaders would not vanish from the scene before 
effecting a union for comm.on purposes between their respective communities which 
have, by their very magnitude, importance and other oharacterDitics, acquired the status, 
notions and ambition of a nation conceived in a right spirit. Sir Bycd’s dieam of 
producing such materials b about to be translated mto a reality mainly by the plan 
be promulgated. In the ezeeution of that plan, intended for the light and learning 
of youth, the contribution made by Hyderabad was of immense value 

Though, between 1875 and 1917, this Aligarh Muslim institution was 
honoured by the visits of their Boyal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, 
several Indian Princes, many Viceroys and Governors, many notables and His 
Majesty the King of Afghanistan, yet the authoriti^ the staff, and the students 
of the Aligarh OolTege longSi for a visit by the Niiam. His Ksalted Highness 
Nawdb Mir Osman Ali Khan Bahadur, Nisam of Hyderabad and Berar, first 
honoured the Oollege by his visit in 1916 and all those connected with this national 
institulion felt happy. and proud on that occasion. With this increased interest 
in the Aligarh OolleM and later in the Univereity, Hie Exalted HighnesC^i .patro- 
nage knew no beunde. He oontinnally enhanced hie contributieoa till the non- 
reenrring grante, made from time to time, amounted to over 20 lakha and the 
permanent reenrnng grant to 61J0Q0 a year.. Only a lew weeka ago, he was ii>leaaed 
to eenction a grant of a tumpaum of 15,uQ0 for air and teohnlcal training and of 
10,000 for the eorrent yctr towards its reonrring ezpenaea as part of hia vast 
eontribations to the enooeaafnl proeecution ef the war. Being deeply ooneerned in 
the wMfare of the atudenle and believuig in toe neceaeity and valne of outtivating 
a proper eense of proportion, balanced Judgment and diadpline, Hia Exalted High- 
new sent recently, in a letter to your VieeKtoanoellor, a .gradons Menage to the 
students of thie Univerdto in appreeiatloi| of their conduct Anring the rebellioue 
and muteive outbursts or Auguat last wbm some impulsive, misguided and sbort- 
aig^ted youth auHied tbdr own names by acts* of tolly and crime at the ea^penae of 
their own country. The Message went on to aay 

*1 aak you to let the studento know what I have written to yon in this 
oonneotion and aay that 1 have every hope that thw will continue to uiow good 
oonduet in future ee well, apedally at a time when India is pawing throogh 
tioufaloui times, and that perseverance and manly character are the chief neeeswrj 
faotora to combat the evil forew that are unfortnnatdy rampant in the conntry ; 
CO it Is efl toe more neoewary that we ehoold overcome them by our eegedty or 
prudence at dl ooete. 

**1 truet toe etndenle will listen to my advice given in thdr own interwte.’* 

Your worthy Vice-Ohanoellor, Dr. , Sir Ziauddin Ahmed, toe staff and the 
students, all deserve to be congratulated on this achievement. The Muslim students 
have, in the matter of their attitude towards the war, given a similar lead to the 
•tident community Jnat as their elders, under the guidance of Mr. Jinnah, have 
given a lead to the maises and all olaseea of Muslims who, in spite of whatever 
grievances they may have against the Briiish Government, have not only refrained 
from doing anything which mig^t embarraw them in toe proseention of toe war 
but have also, both directly and indirectly, made immense contributions to its 
aucoewfd proeecuUon. 1! the Muslim Lraiaie hss not officially announced Its 
whole-hearM support of toe war effort it is perhaps for toe fear, so it appears, 
that it may be misunderctood as being satisfied with the policy and declaratioDS of 
the Britiah Government in rwpeet of the future of the Muslims of India. All^ toe 
wme, Muclims are doing all they can witoiii Jbeir meant and power to wve India 
from the Japanew and toe Germans, not fof Britiah Imperialism but for Hindus 
and Muslims toemaeivw and for all too other inhabitants of this vast aub-oontinent, 
They can, provided they unitob aeonre power and indepondonee and yet aixanga to 
too Bririto OmwoDW^ of Nationa with toe important advantage 
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which they couM eontinne to enjoy of proper defence Mrninet foreiirn agstremion u 
IndU cannot poseeBii no efficient and aiifficient Army, Nayy and Air Force for a 
long time to come. 

This leads me to review very briefly the present situation, both internal and 
external. Twelve months have rolled by since this University held its last Oonvoca* 
tioD— twelve months of the eatsolysmic conflict which threatened to destroy all 
that the Universities of the world have stood for since the days when Muslim 
learninir kept alive the fliokerina emblems of £arot>ean civilisation. Think of the 
early days of 1942 when the barbarouii Nszi hordes were foraing their way to the 
Oancasus, threatening lijdia's frontiers from tlie north, when Rommel’s forces, 
then so invincible, were knocking at the gatea of Alexandria and when the Japaneee, 
possessing all the advantages of years of prepsration, were menacing the eastern 
coast of Indis. 'rhink how, daring these twelve months, the tide hu turned, how 
the smiter hss been smitten In the Caucasns, how Rommel hss sought safety in 
flight from Libys, surrendering men, muiiiUons and territories, how the Jspsnese 
have been repulsed in New Guinea and forced to remsin on the defensive In Burma 
and on other fronts, how Stslin’s ’City of Steel,’ melted by the Are and fury of 
rntbless Fascist forces and oonseerstea by the blood of the Red Army, has already 
begun to see new buildings and works on the sits of the old to commemorate the 
heroism, valour, sacrifice and patriotism of the Bussisns who cleared Stalingrad 
inch by inch of the invading hordes. There is much beneath the eryutic announce- 
ment made the other day from Berlin that the battle of Stalingrad is over t The 
rising sun of victory of the United Nations can now be seen clearly above the 
horizon and I am particularly thankful thut I am able to adiress you to^ay when 
this ii^at straggle for freedom and civiltsstlon has, at last, entered upon its final 
and victorious stage. 

It ia a far cry from the days when a handful of eager students of the art 
of healing gathered round s bubbling spring in the south of Ttsly and made the 
Uoiversity of Salerno and when another batch of enthusiastio students of the 
Roman Law congregated in Bolcttna— a far cry even from the days of the 
foundation of the Universities oi Oxford, Osmbridge, EdiDbui|;h, Paris, Berlin and 
Vienna— to the establishment of the University of Aligarh which has not ocmpleted 
even a century of its existence. Nay, no sister University in India has yet attaiosd 
that age. Nevertheless, oor Universities may wall teach what the fundamental 
ideals of a University shonld be to the older Uoiversities in the totalitarian States 
where the humanistic ideals of old have been superseded by anti-social ideals, where 
Universities are mere tools in the hands of the Dictators of the hoar, where 
teachers and pupils are bat pawns in the hands of ediicitionsl and propaganda 
ministries aiming at control of thought and regulation of reason by the regimenta- 
tion of studies and the euppresalon of free opinion. For us, happily, the Uoiversity 
Is still, se in Great Britain and in the United States of America, except perhaps for 
occasional and brief lapses, the citadel of Truth, the bulwark of civilisation, the 
home of that freedom of the spirit which is true liberty— liberty to think, liberty 
to speak and liberty to teach— and which recognises only one limitation, namely, 
that even the fullest independence iias its honest and becoming limits, limits 
placed by oommonsense, right feeling and respect for the sentimenta and opinions 
of others, llie end of all service according to Hindu philosophy if I have under- 
atood it rightly, is the realisation of the unity of ail things that exist and the 
highest ideal of culture is self-discipline and self-realisation, enabling one ^ to 
farther the universal life of which one is an integral part. The Islamic conception 
of man’s mission is also the same. Tlie brotherhood of man and the realisation of 
unity in diversity are the cardinal principles of our faith as preached by our 
Prophet ( Peace be on him 1 ) and taught by Islamic saints, mystics, poets and 
philosophers. Islam insists on and empbaatses the Unity of God and the service 
of mankind. 

To this doctrine of Unity and to the efforts hitherto mads towards its 
reslisstioD, the greatest hsrm has been done by the pj KAVionsIism as 

preach^ in Europe since the end of the last Great War. Many have itnieed a 
horror of that word. It has been so overworked, so abused and exploited that one 
wishes it could bo expunged from the dictionary of all who have at heart the 
cause of universal brotherhood and the progress of humanity. Indwd. almost ail 
the poliUcal and economic ills that the world has suffered and is sulTering from, tils 
that have culminated in the devastating struggle now shaking the very loundatipos 
ol civilisation, can be traced to that perverted view of nationidism which hae 
vitiated interaatloual relationship for the last two decades. One of the most 
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V Mkirablf eoa^qaenoaf of luoli ntiioiiillaiii liM beott te 9mpd of i 
^ £r B«iKO0i»t B liM tluttered tbs fttnaiiAtiitei doelfl&o of 
Sim ibe mmt dimMut remits in Indie ntrleM wt leioifo to do , . 

•nr power to vemein true to oar hieh treditSone, to bob! feet to tiie trne 
pttrpon of e tfeii^ertlty, to ehow liberty et work nnder Hie mMnI ImpbiNMl by 
jEdtHlfeoiidine end to ensure thet the students who here peesed out end will pees 
oat from tide Uniremity end other Unfrersities In this eonntry wilt demonetmte to 
the world that, while demendinji; end Unding e heppy home » fbr Haeltine end 
leering: e* happy home to Hindns end while helming thet eeeh portfon ehonld be 
gorsmed sumovding to eech eommunity’e Ideee, both ena Hre in abiding bonde of 

This brings us to the politicel ditfhreneee whieh now dIride Hie two comantni- 
Hes, diiTereneee which here, a tiring recent yeers, taken eneh e eerione tarn thet it 
Is feared that the union of the two tmdri* an agreed eoneiitution and particulerly 
under one prepared by e Oonshtuent Assembly euch ee !e enrlseged in certain 
Quarters is praeticelly impossible On the one hsnd. Hindus demand independence-- 
uidepeadenoe which will, so MuHlims sus{iect or rather believe, not be reel bat will 
Place Hhidua tn a fissition of domination over the Muslims end other 
minority oommunities with the help or conntreuce of we British who would be 
kept In Indie perticulnriy fot this purpose. On the^ other hsnd, Muslims 
'demand a division of Indie iuto Hindu Indie end Mualim India. The Muslim 
p^nt of view, ss reuestedly put forweid. is that any deeieretion transferring 
mwer to an oligarchy whoi,c authority is fundamentally ohallenged cannot be 
mintafned even irith the help of Brttisb bayonets. Irrespective of the ooiisidera- 
tlon that the In lien States will not reeo;;nise a devolntlon of Paramountoy to 
other hands or suffer a diininutioo instead of enhancement of their status end 
power, the opposition of so laige a minority as a hundred million Masalmans 
must rule ont any pmcly Hiinlu variety of independence As regards the Mnsfim 
demand for Pakistan, this is not the place to examine it in detail. I ahonld, 
however, like to point out tha^ the pioposal appears to be opposed by people who 
do not appear or care to inul rstand or discuss its nature and implioationa. The 
Muslima assert that the s)Ud II ity and integrity of India will become certain and 
real more by facing facts and admitting truths than by mere eentimental slogans 
such as **Ko vivisection.’’ the demand has been put forward by a great and 
important community, a community woich, to say the least, cannot be ignored. 
Bo let it be disonssi^d dispussionately m all ita important bearinga br reptesentatlvea 
Sf *its supporters and of its opponents tn a friendly oonferenee. If Wey get together 
in the right s|iirit they m«y «ome to the coQolnsioii that real uni^, atrengHi and 
solidarity depend on an allocAtion of areas on some such lines. It might appear 
Btranga to some tii it I should expect strength and solidarity reaulting from 
division and aeparation. But^ little refleotion will show that the lelationahip of 
Blndna and Mnslims in India is like that of two brothers who, living under one 
roof, find themselves at variatice in regard to different roattefi and <m the verge of 
hostility but who, once they liave indetiendent establishments of their own, find 
their relationshin more cordial as a reenit of which they unite together in the 
omumon bond of effeotion for their parents and other membera of the family. 
Vrom what I can see, Muslims appear to have erosM the Bubiooo and burnt 
their boat; their atm appears dxed, their eourse mark^out. Him aasu to prooaed 


ceeording to their plans, not to encroach upon the rights of oHiiia but to 
their own to live their own lives. Is it wise, is it praoltori molitiet to shout 
*H:^uiMndia*’ or ’’Akhand Uinduatan,^’ and fritter away ensi^aa to the pursuit ol a 
wllbb’vtWwisp, instead of ooiiQpntrating on aetHsmsnt with tbs HnHiiM and .taking 
eonoeftad and auataiiied aetton to aohiave it ? No eompromlaa can be made with 
touth but political adiaatments can be made and the longw this la delayad tha 
gmter will be toe loss and embarraaament to the country In gtoatal too 

.,1, we have drifted into toe de^ tawHft ^j^Htea> Wbjttoar 

„ xSn&rntmmViSi^^ 

I HmoSTwiEii Hi M miaiiiit, wren atudHiHL min Hn w tarito tta i 
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ite Boly Qur«i to mmm* 
wnm oeDturiflt iigo* are , 

Md by nany Govgntments Mftalim mameo 4efqvft), 


Ib 

The lighta of women* ptotected mt mmtiliad tgm 
:itt deuied to women i» other eoantmiv in «ll omr 
^J»®€nti Mftelim women ere 4(1(1011)* etevi ennihloc la 
ajiwy Mipeo^ ® no we> infeiior. J»'ie)dt of eotleifelie lie?e» 

of eonreei to im diviM eccorntnic to euitabtUty. chnrecier of woik end the aeieriil 
edwtigee end dimdeantem of the sex Among the leariiCii end teleaUKi Mmi 
O f Mme end Mediae in the time of our ) rophet ( Fe»ue he on him ! )» Jet me 
mention Only e lew, who piovide rfiining * Kamplee, eome of whom weie laewthiM 
od the Proj>^i*B own femily, )i1ie H 'tet Uiimn* the dmi^htti ol t)ie FiOphet end 
the wife of Heeret Alt. bhe wee rtnowned for hei emi tjinette nnd higli inteUeetiiM 
^tiiDmeote JMecret Zeineb, tlif graiuUiau* h*4r of . out Tiophet end e eieter^ 
Uezrel Hueein, the meityr of Kdbttie, we«* e idoM fomej^eone end ouitured ledy, 
Haeret Ayeefae, the deugiiter of Hnrrnt Atm Hnki end t)ir wife of our Prophet* 
once led eu ermy into battle. 

In the he)(ley of Muhlim lule there witf no few cl then ei\ thonaaiid lidy 
DoctorB in 9pein. Thtitk ot the ladich ^out own ^onriii\ , Ualbudeii Bimo 
Begum, one of the inOht eiudit^ tuhofniH vho we** tin iiaiuhtet of thr Kmperor 
Babur; helima Suttune an m c(ttn,))i**hf d an* a iDinoHH ciosel) rdetra to 

the Kmperor Jiumaytin , Nni Jah tin i* ht td wift nl the hpeiot Jehangir, 

pOBeeBBing not onl^ the chainiR of 1) i it^ I to a it (uitintd mthiemo due to hei 

talents and her knowledge of Aiai t hii , 1 hhoui ] Innk alao ot Mumtae 

Mahal, the beloved wife of '^liah Jahan at a rtx oi tht lu) i enow ned not only 
for her beauty ))ut also foi ht I titunmnitA /aio m Niaa. the hmperor 

Aurang/cb^H (ultnicd fichotul) and n no t h * 1 whc tite authoreait of 
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nalw ft lift of the ezleting toeiel end leligioaft eoeftomi eiiid wipe eat the aedeie 
end hemiiful eod retain the ueeful ooee. Fifthly* take ft yow or make ft eolemn 
reeolution that after eompleting your education thoee of yoa who fail to get into 
eeryioe pr enter immediately any profeeaion or baeineee will let apart a period of 
two years for exctnsive service to some public oaose affecting the intereste of the 
Mttslims and will always prefer honorary and voluntary work to idlenese if re- 
munerative occupation could not be found. Out of two years so set apart six months 
shoulti be devoted to the acquisition of training in some work of publie airily 
according to one's taste and capacity and six months should be devotea exclusively 
to the work of organising the Muslim students in oonveuieiit localities. The remain- 
ing one year should be given to some other public canse.* 

You will pass out into tbe world from the portals of the University when 
India has arrived at the most critical stage in her political evolution. We would 
surely look to you to give a lead to your fellow citizens aud to facilitate tte 
transition to the new order. To that momentous issue the best minds in the world 
will have to be applied as soon as the present struggle ends— indeed, they should 
applied from now onwards as everywhere people are longing for a new and happier 
order. But are they prepared for it, prepared to think it out and preparea to 
shoulder the task and carry its burden ? The graduatee and undergraduatea of thii 
and other Univeraities should form study cirolee and take up different problems of 
this future reconstruction according to their tastes, leanings, inclinations and 
knowledge* study them intensively, and atrive to examine them in all their bearinga 
In order to arrive at useful conclusions. 

If we wish to profit by the experience of the pest let us not forget that the 
essential conditicn for the building up of a new and better order is the realisation 
of what coDsiitutes right relationship between niau and man, class aud class, nation 
and nation. la their struggle for existence people forget that not all the wealth 

and economic resources of the world would enable a nation to live In comfort unleta 

it learns how to live in harmony with its neighbours. This is tbe lessou taught by 
the experience of the past. Will the people in all parts of the world profit by it 7 
Will there be peace in the world after the aggressors of the present day are laid 
low 7 Who can say 7 

So much for the perpetual strife between people and people. ^ What about the 
perpetual struggle that goes on within the heart of every individual— -the struggle 
against oneV lower self which our Prophet (Peace be on himl) has called the 

greatest, crusade, 'i he problem of problems lor each one of us is to turn inward and 

to conquer the baser instincts which api>ear to persist despite our present day 
knowledge of science aud the comparative diffusion of culture. Indeea, we find 
to-day that the worst aggressors are those who have been foremoat in their mastery 
of knowledge and the sciences. Their minds are polished but not their hearta. 
They conquer dominions but they have not conquered tbemaelves. You, my young 
friends, will not, 1 trust, fail to wage (he great crusade enjoined by the Prohet, and 
possess a polished heart as well as a polished mind. Nothing will help you to 
overcome the evil in you as miuih as belief in religion and performance of the 
duties enjoined by it, provided rituals and auperatitious practice are not made a 
substitute for real religion. 'Pbis University will continue to be a coveted cradle of 
culture aud knowledge, but higher education in this age and particularly in this 
country is not imparted or received as an end in itself, but is a means to an end, the 
end biiog to earn at least a comi)eteiice if not a large income. The problem of increaa- 
ing unemployment of the educated classes cannot be brought nearer to any aolotion 
unleaa graduates and undergraduciteB turn seriously to vocational ana technical 
training aud then to agriculture and industry. This brings me to tbe question of 
proficiency in the sciences. May 1 remiu c you bow backward the Muslim community 
still is in the study of scienoe and iu trade and industry 7 During recent years 
its pace has been somewhat (|uickeried. The statistics for the mole of India 
indicate a steady increase in the number of students but, ss against a hundred 
students taking their degrees in arts, not even perhaps twento take their degrees in 
any of the sciences. During his iovestigalioDB, Sir Phillip Hortog was astonished 
to find that snch a relatively small number of Muslim youths devoted tbemeidvee 
to tbe study of the physical end natural sciences. Contrast tbis with what happened 
during the glorious era of Islamic culture in the schools of Baghdad Damasenit 
Cordova, Grenada, Oatxo, Salerno, Andalusia. In those aeate of leemiog every branidi 
of science, astronomy, geography, chemistry, physics* mathematies, medicine, 
engineering, architecture, wee esgerly studied by Muslim youths. Till lately there 
was little mcetitive to theyouthe of Indten Universities to take up the study of tfas 
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Btt‘.e 0 iii«n and an educationlat, and the Osmania University of Hyderabad will 
remain an eloquent testimony to his interest in education. Khan Babaaur Fardunji 
I^tur was the University Registrar for twenty -eight years from 190^ to 19.i0, and 
even after his retirement he was connected with our Foreign Universities Informa- 
tion Bureau till the date of his death. He was a man of high principles and 
rendered great service to the University and the students, for which he will always 
be rememoered with gratitude and resfiect Dr. Anandshanker Dhruv was another 

S eat educationist and a Hanskrit Scholar who was held in high esteem throughout 
e*land. Sir 1!; ahim Rahimtulla was an ardent advocate of free and compulsory 
primary education, and it was due to his untiring efforts that the cause advocated 
by him was ultimately accepted by the Legislature. Another veteran educationist 
was Mr. M. K Paranjpe who took considerable interest in the work of the Univer- 
sity, and kept it undiminished till the end. Rao Bahadur 1). G. Psdhye was an 
Ordinary Fellow from 1898 to 1919, and tliereafter an Honorary Fellow till bis 
death* He was aPo elected a representative of this University to the Bombay 
Municipal Corporation. Dr. V. S. Sukthankar was an Ordinary Fellow from 19::^8 
to 1929, and in bis death Oriental Scholarship has suslaine<r a great loss. We 
mourn the loss of nil these comrades of bygone days ; the memory of their work 
and their service will abide with ns. 

The last academic year was. like its predecessor, overshadowed by the war. 
During the three years and more tliat have elapsed since l^cptcmber 19!19 the entire 
world nas been drawn into a conflict which has been, aiid still is, waged on land, 
aea and in the air at the same time. What those years have iiiCant, and what the 
days to come will mean in accumulated agony, loss and suffering to mankind, 
the future historian alone will tell. Gieat issues are at stake. Ihcy touch the 
very roots of the great })rincii)tcs on which the fal)nc of eivilizr.tion has been built 
after years of trial and struggle. Wc are going through anxious times. The air 
is thick with “the troul)l€S of our proud and angry dust”. Goodwill is paralysed, 
and hope itself is driven back upon the rcsoiirees of man’s courage and upon 
recollections that hours as dark have been confronted und overcome in the 
past. It is at such junctures tiiat mm have to summon all tl)e power that ideals 
posaeSB of altering and moulding re.ility. Our country ha^s also not escaped the 

f rim consequences of war. In the fellowship of a common service and sacriMcc 
ndia has taken h large share. It has made large eon tri but ions to the slrengch 
of the Allied forces, and to the output of the factories and workshops of the 
United Nations. \Vt* have not sought to shut the hi art upon f^uffering, nor to wave 
aside the trials of this testing time ; aud \v.€ sl-.are in the ho)'C for victory. Vast 
changes, political, soidal, and industrial will hike )>lace. in t'^e reconstruction that 
will come as the uficrmadi nt t‘:e war. 'Huy will afl’et t the future couveo of 
education in which we aie chvply intirestcd, as U»cv' will wlso ntfcct our whole out- 
look upon life. Tlie Uiiivi vsitus Imve leroivrvl a uobK hcritav!'' of culture from the 
past, and the defence of that heritage, for which hum-.'.niiy is even now engaged 
in a deadly and world-wide ronllict, must alWivys !>« our chiet* concern. 

Educaiioii is bound to be a very importeui and etfeciive link with the future 
of a troubled world. In India Universiiy education is bindly century old. Our 
own Utdvtrsity, the second Indian Dniversil^ in point of time, was incorporated 
in July 1857. It came into (xisUiice us an adiliating aiid examining body after 
the model of the old London Uuiverhiiy, .and continued as siv h till the beginning 
of this century when the ^ct of 19C)4 was t assfd. Tost madiiate teaching in a 
limited number of subjeeta for the m a. degree course began some time about 1914, 
and the University J^chool of Rconomica and Sociology was opened, the Deimrtment 
of Sipciology in 1918 and that of lOcunomicB in 1921, We hope to expand the scope 
of these Departments by the aii'oiiitment of additional staff for teaching special 
branches of Economics and fc?cciology. The pif sert Act. came into force in 1928. and 
the De(>artjnent of Chemical 'J echnoiogy was opened about 19H4. It was instituted to form 
a link between science and industry, and in order to tn.ablc graduates in pure science 
intending to adopt an indusirial career to obtain the necrsaaiy technical training, 
lire Department has added gi'catiy to the reputation of the University, and the credit 
for it is due to my predecessors in office, to the Kev. Dr. John McKet zie who was 
associated with it in its initial stages, to Sir Vithal C'haudavaikar who put it on a 
sound working basis, and to Sir Bus tom Masani who zealously carried on the 
work of his |•redeceBftOrs. To all of them, and to the two Heads of the Department 
who have guided its work* the Univeiaity is deeply indebted. We hope that the 
new building of the Depat tment at Matuuga of which the foundation was laid by 
you, Sir, as Chancellor early in 1941 will soon be ready fox use and occupation. 
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The DeptttoieBt give* all budlitlM lot carrying on ihe work of roaeareh to which 
w« attMh the hif^eet value and importance. Our Univeraity is also expanding its 
new directions. We recently decided to institute a Peparrment of Military Studies, 
55.9. ^ ® success with the cooperation of the G wernmeut and the 

Military authorities. The establishnient of a Department of ]^>chology and Education 
wid a department of Mathematics is also under conn mplation. I hsve no doubt that 
before the University celebrates its centenary it will have fulfilled a very substantiul 
part of the new programme of post-graduate study and research which has been 
placed in the forefront by the Act of 19‘i8. 

The Universities of* India have not been spared l»y oriiics, some of whom arc 
even prepared to ascribe every fault and defect in onr soci d and economic system 
to University education. We are told that we take in too many of that class of 
students who are called “misfiis” that higher edncatiuii h,is Kil to unemployment, 
that it has not contributed anything of practical utiliiy to the induslnal life of the 

country, and that it has even tended to produce what is called a “slave menlality '. 

I do not for one moment wish to suggewt that our system of education is faidtl^a. 
Our Universities, like all other human insiituiions. have tlieii ddects. ihit I do 
wiah to suggest that, Uioiigh some part of the criticism is iuatified, much of it is 
exaggerated • too. If our critics mean to convey that higher educ.ition docs not 
ensure jobs for our graduates, they are stating a fact, but tiiat is tiiirtretU from 
saying that it is altogether uselesf.. Whatever may lie the conlrovcrsies regarding 
education as a means to an end, it will be a sad day for our Unix ersi tics when 

learning for its own sake ceases to be held in high honour. hMin'ation niUHt he 

considered on its own terms and not in terms of economic iiiitiiy. When wn take 
stock of the results and bring to bear on the queaiion our diapasaiouhto judgment, 
shall we not say that higher education has been a great, natioiidinildiog n« liviiy in 
the past? If it has done nothing more than to li i‘rali/.(> our viewa and to’giwt^ 
us a all-India outlook, it will still have deserved well ot our country and our 
people. Its main objectives are intellectual and moral culture and the moulding 
of charactar and personality, it is not enough to say that eJucation ahould only 
aim at producing a * gentleman*'. The final bloom should 1)6 a geiitleinsn-scholHr, 
but we cannot produce that bloom unless it is rooted in free and feailess miiuis, 
and unless the educational work of our schools and colieges runs its normal course. 
This is not the lime nor the ocecsion to enter into couirovcrsifd qucHiioas. We 
wish our students well. We ask them only to realise that the UnivcrHiiy has no 
other purpose than the promotion of their true interests, to steer them securely 
along the course of hard and silent work, and to prepare them for the various 
tasks of life they will ultimately have to perform. 

W'e all believe iu the high value and inir>ortanc,e of vocational educado)), but 
there will always be need for education in the higher scukc of the term which 
Newmau described as * liberal”. Ijet us not look upon knowledge as urcIcbh lotless 
it cau be immediately turned into caab. 'J'o teach the youth of any conn try to 
eoatch greedily at mental improvement with the sole purpose of disposing of it at 
a profit is really to narrow and injure education, its true purport and mission 
must have lieen in the minds of those who conferred upon Icauaing the njimc of 
**the humanities” based on the broad conception of universal aympathy and 
brotherhood. This indeed should be our highest ideal. Kvem if there are many 
creeds and communities in India, the spirit of true culture is one and indivisible, 
and Universities are the soil in which the seeds of unity cau best germinate and 
bear fruit. The point at which education kindles and ennobles the best in us is 
when it takes ns into the atmosphere of great men, great ideas, and great deeds. 
We have that atmosphere in our midst, and however much we may disagree in 
details, we cau always go forward, still nourisfaing the sacred fire of learning, ftiU 
cherishing our great ideas, ever hoping for perfection. 

Id thus emphasizing the cultural value of higher education 1 do not wish to 
under-estimate its utilitarian value. It is true that roan does not live by bread alone, but 
it is also true that be can not live without it. We think it is fiossible for our arjiools 
end ccdlages to adjust their teaching not only lo the requirements of the professions 
and the services but of industry ss well. Industry has s gr« at future in India and it 
IB necessary tbst our University rducation should be in living contact with the 
practical problema of the country. It is equally neceaaary that our Universiiiea 
should be in some kind of intimate touch with civic life and opinion. We would 
welcome more co-operation between the University end well-esiaDliahed commensal 
houses and institutions. University educsiion cannot by itself be s guarantee for 
sidy employment^ though it is our desire that our graduates may soon after their 
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gndnftUoii be independent end ecif-enprorting. From thet point of rlew ToeetioBel 
training la of the utmoet .imimrtaoee. We hope to gire diplomaa in a large number 
of eubfmta bei»ideB teiicbiiig. Many of our aecondary ichooia can be turned into 
•emi-rocational 4uetitaUotiB for imparting ▼ocationai training aide by aide with 
general education. Some of our aehoola hare already been turned into inatitntiona 
for training in aubjecta of a aiieeialized rocational character. Kren in the Collcgea 
part-time train io*< In auch aubjecta could be giren. Ilie improrement of indnatnel 
and UKshiiological training in our achot^g and eollegea will go a long way towarda 
aolving the problem of ur employment. 

That problem haa aaMumed a grave aapect at the present di». bnt it ia a wrong 
notion to look upon the Univeriity aa an employment nureau. On the other hand 
the problem cannot be solved by artificially reatrictiog higher education and reducing 
the number of atudeiita. The mere increase in the number of graduatea who depend 
on education for their livelihood is no proof of the statement that many of them are 
not fit to receive Univeraitv educ*atioD ; nor will the*eimple elimination of the ao- 
ealled ''Misfits'’ be in iteelt a reform of onr edncational ay stem. Education baa a 
cultural value for every one a)>art from its mere economic returns, 'i'he reward ol 
a life devoted to culture ia the 'privilege of dedicating it to the aerviee of one’s fellow 
men and women. India nceda the services of her cultured men and women in 
milliona of homes, more eaiieeially in the villages. It ia really sad to aee ao many 
of our youth, well equipped, able-bodied, willing to work, and yet unable to secure 
a decent living for themaelvea and those dependent upon them. It ia eaually sad 
to realiae that after yeara of experimenting with different couraea of study we 
should still be almoat helpless watchera of the spectacle of worklesa yonng men and 
women. They should not, however, look down upon manual labour, nor look 
askance at email heginninga, nor Khould they be alow to take advantage of oppor- 
tuniUea that come their way. This problem haa given riae to anxious thought, but 
never hae there been a stronger desire than at present to extend the savantagea 
of education. Of that desire no man living cau complain. The real cause of un- 
employment is the absence of suitable avenues of employment for our youth. The 
development of our national and potimtial resourcea and the establishment of indus- 
trial schools and technological iiiatitutiona will certainly help to lessen the evil. 
The proper thing to do is not to condemn iho so-cslled ''misfits’* as ullfi^ bnt to 
give them facilities for the training for which they are really fit. The underlying 
principle of every educational system should be the ever-open door. What we want 
is not only more industrial schools but also more induatries and more openings in 
our mille, factories and workahopa, and in leading commercial houses and public 
cilcea. The opening of aehoola and institutions cannot of itself provide more 
employment, and apecinlizcd education without the exiatet ce of the demand for it 
may make tiie problem even more acute. It rosy add to the number of the un- 
employed by creating a ciaas of men with vocational training but no work to 
engage in. 

A question which has been before the Government and the University for a 
long time ia the establiahmeut and recognition of separate Univereities for certain 
well defined areae in the Province of Bombay. There are differences of opinion on 
the question, but there is no reason why separate Uoiverslties with their jurisdic- 
tion properly defined should oot be encouraged. They would to some extent at least 
lessen the congestion and relieve the burden lying on our Universitv. Once again 
a Committee is deliheratiiig over the question of separate University for Maharashtra, 
and the outcome of its deliberations will aooo be before ua. It Is not quite clear 
whether there ia enough general enthusiasm to support the project, ^iiestiona of 
detail will, 1 am sure, . be carefully considered, uf which the moat important la 
that of finance. , , . ^ ^ . 

The. Matriculation Examination la, and I hope always will be. under the 
control of the University. The luirabers appc'aring for it every year have been 
increasing. I'he first examination wae held in 1859 when 182 appeared and 22 
passed. Over 89,000 appeared in March last, bnt perhaps the number vm fall tbia 
^ai owing to the diaiurbancea in our student world. Although the Government 
have now resolved to institute a fc^chool Leaving Certificate Examination at the 
end of the secondary school course, particularly with regaid to studema going 
in for vocational and practicat courses, the matriculation will, I believe, continne to 
draw large numbers, and it is our desire that the control of the University over 
it should in no way be relaxed. Tbit examination it entirely the af&ir of the 
University, aa it is an examination giving entrance to out higher eonraee of study. 
It has no doubt grown to vast propoitiona, and coidplninta me beard about the 
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▼inrim of eziminm md ditparity of ttindardt. We m doing oar bmi to ailni« 
mim them defects m maeh is possible. It is also nceosiery tliit we slioiild try to 
lessen the burden of elsm*room work end home-work on the pupils in our schools. 
Oar present system o( school edueetion is more directed to the oremhirglng of the 
memory then to the true cultivetlon end discli>llne of the mind. It is also nnfor- 
tan ate that undue importance is attached to examinations, though there are oertaia 
qualities of the mind which can be tested by examinations much more 'simply and 
more effectively tlian in any other way. 

Olosely connected with questions appertiuiiing to higher education is that of 
the place of English in Our courses of study. In recent times there has been a 
tendency to deprecate its use as a medium of instruction. There are, however, many 
edncationlste who stand out for the claims ol English, and permnally 1 believe 
that the abolition of English or giving it a secondary place in our educationat 

S stem will be a grave error and a retrograde step. 1 am aware that in mying 
18 1 am treading on delicate groui.d. No one denim that many of our moaern 
Indian languages are rich in literature. It is also true that, as education la a 
nationalising agency, a cultivation of the Indian languages is essential for estab- 
tithing eloae contact with the maases in order to liquidate their illiteracy. On the 
other hand the English language is both rich in its literature and rich in the 
vocabulary of political and civic freedom. It is indeed ironical that the country aa 
it progresam on the road to complete freedom should attempt to belittle the very 
agency which has in large measure made our progress approach reality. English 
has largely eoatributed to the unifying procesam apparent in India today, and apart 
from sentiment there ia as yet no auitaole alternative to take its place. 

The Beenes are ahifiing in the great theatre of the world. The conditions in 
India are also rapidly changing. The percentage of literacy in the land is still very 
low, though the nuuiiier of schools and colleges has increased, and woman's educa- 
tion to which this University attachm great importance is making good progrem 
mpecUily in the large cities and towiie of the country. Education ucnls with life, 
and the conditions of life are to different from what they used to be only a genera- 
tion ago. We live in a more complex world Uian out fathers did before ns, and in 
a still more complex world than did our grandfattiers New problems arise on all 
sides, and the old ways no longer hold. A sense of the higher values, however, is 
the surest safeguard against the fancies of the passing hour. Ihe modern trend is 
not towards an easier and more comfortable life, but towards a higher purpose in 
which the larger cultural issum of the spirit and the intellect are bound to play an 
increasingly important part. While remaining true to the land of our birth, we. do 
not wish to repudiate whatever we can learn from other places and other lands. Ws 
want a synthesis of the highest ideals of the East and the West, coiubining all that 
is valuable in our ancient civilization with the progressive elements of western culture 
which help to modernize the outlook on life. 

Before I resume my seat I wish to the young ladies and gentlemen who have 
taken their degreci my warm congratulations on their siiccese. Yon have to-day 
received gifts of great value in life, and 1 am sure you will make the best use of 
them. It is our earnest wish that you will carry from your Colleges to the 
larger world outaido the great ideals of human brotherhood and of service to your 
fellowmeu and women, which it is lor our Universities to foster and to promote. 
Do not feel disappointed from the eUrt, nor let your Uvea be overwheluied by the 
bitternees of temporary failure. Be true to yonrHclvea and to Die best in you. Be 
patient and persevere, and you will succeed m ihe end. Aliove all, let a deep and 
all-pemding sense of responeibility to the great Creator which has ever been the 
distoiguisliing trait of our Indian c!iarm*ter always accompany you through life. 
In it you will find a comfort and an encouragement which the applause of the 
crowd can never bring. 



:^e Gunikul Uniyei^ity Convocation 

Dr. Syanift Pnitail Mttkherjee*t Address 

The following is. the t^xt of the Oonvocatioo Address delivered by 
Dr. Syama Pramd Mookharje^ at the Guruhul Viswavidyalaya Convoea- 
tIoD held at Kangri, Hardwar on the 25th April 1943 : — 

I sm deeply to yon for the honour you have done me in asking me 

to address your AnnuAl Convocation. This Is my first visit to this great seat Of 
learning which wc fet*! prond to regard as a nstidnal asset. Let me pay my tribute 
Of respect to the moinory of your illnmrioiis founder and his renowned successors, 
who had not only the conisge and vision to propound new educational ideals but 
also the capacity and deterinination to translate them into practice by the 
eetablisnnient and development of institutions dedicated to the cause they held so 
dear and saf*n<d. To-day we stand at the cross-roads of history. Our beloved 
motherland, rich with an aneit*nt heritage, sfriigglcK, for the attainment of that 
free status which is her birth*right. It is through education that the ultimate 
battle of Indian freedom will be won. The gigantic task of reconatruction, cultural- 
social. economic and political can he rendered possible through the co-ordinated 
efforts of bands of trained and disciplined Indians. Armed with the knowledge of 
India’s past glory and greatness, her strength and weakness, it is they who can 
place before their country a programme of work, which while loyal to the 
fundamental tniditions of Indian civilisation will be adapted to the changing 
conditions of the modern world. 

If the history of education in British India is traced by an impartial historian, 
the record will be hnrdly crcditAhle to our ruling class. We have sitflered not for 
want of zeal and devotion for the cause of education on the part of the children 
of the soil, but on aemunt of the colossal blunder made by our rulers while 
formulating their r<!ncationr.l policy a little over a century ago. That policy 
determined in the dnys of Bnitinck and Macaulay, was influenced not by consi- 
deralions of the welfare of the Indian people but of the advancement 
of the interests of the ruling class. In no country has education 
properly developed unlcHS it hua drawn its inspiration from the fountain of its 
own national life. .KdiU'anon with its roots cut off and superimposed by the 
edicts of an alien povier is doomed to iiliima^ failure. Applied to a subject-race 
which has not entirely lost its iiitcllceiu.-u curiuRiiy and virility, such a system 
may for some gem r.'ilious foster an arlifii ial growth ; it may even produce a race 
of able imiiatovs but U can never inspire or elevate the pcoi>le as h witole, far less 
advance their permanent welfare. 

When Bentinck decided to con«entratc Plate aid and support on European 
education alone, he started an era of cultural conquest of the Indian people. 
Afraid of the pt>8sil>1e dangerous results of the spread of knowledge among the 
masses of the pcotde. Macrn.ulay and his co-workers chose to favour a select 
class of Itidians aiui train them ou .NVestern ideas not with a view to help them 
develop into seif- reliant and patriotic. Iivdiaus, but as Macaulay idmself said, to 
form a class of persons, indiah in blood and cg>lour but English in taste, in 
ophaions, in tnornls and in intellect. Contemporaneous • records of those days 
disclose a lamentable lack of knowledge of our iBssiers of the greatness of 
India’s past civilisation. Tb^y indeed )M>rtrary a remarkable oyer-emphasis on 
the Bo< 4 pited virtues of Western culture and an unconcealed contempt for everything 
Indian. What wc deplore is not that the gate of Western knowledge was thrown 
open to Indians, but that such knowledge was imported to India at the sacrifioe 
Ot our own. Qullural heritage. What was needed was a proper synthesis between 
the two systems and not neglect, far less destruction of the Indian base. India’s 
oheqaered history amply demonstrates that during a period when many of the 
Knxo}>esn countries remained stuped in ignorance and barbarity, Qur great seers, 
savants and sages, back^ by royal support, bad attained an intellectual eminence 
which might well be. the envy of any highly civilised uAtioa, lu this country was 
developed a* state of society wbish encouraged not merely scholastic leamingj 
philosophy and religion^ also art, architecture, medicine, science, asttonomy and 
eiighieeri^- Education ^ust be nourished by ideas and thoughts consistenjt with 
the traditions o! . (he obantry wliich it claims to serve. The sustaining force of 
Western edoeatlon in lni& wss chiefly the glamour of State service. ' Education 
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im eoMuzftg^ not for ito own Mke but lor opening nTeouee of employment 
OBientinl for the eiwcesalal fanctioning of n baretuornt^ miu^inery* 

• j trece here the growth of the ednontioma eyetem m Indie 

in detml. MaceoUy’e prophecy wm nertinfly InUified by the reaiilta Uiet followed 
ito adop^n- The nationa c^neciouaneM of educated liidlaiie emild not be 
eOppreae^ end far from being blind eupiiortera of alien ruleu they themeel?ee 
became the torch -Imarera of revolt. The edtioatioii of the inaawa waa negleoted in 
a maonpr unprecedented in the hiatory of any civilised admiitiatraaon. llie 
educational system failed to server the real needs of India and its delects were 
soon manifest to patriotic Indians. Attempts have no doubt b^n made from time 
to time to introduce far-rehching changes into the educational system in aoeordanet 
with the needs and a84uratioua of the people. Tti tlie Held of higlier teaeliing and 
research, in arts end sci'Mit*e, it has been demonstrated that the i>ower of original 
thinUiig of^ Indian scholars has not been extinguished and they ore capable of 
bolding their own against any foreigner. Partial suei'ess has been achieved in 
some spheres of thought and ae.tivity hut a general dissatts factum is evident 
suggesting a thorough over-hauling of the entire s>sfetn. 

The problem of education can never lie fully solved in a manner sct'sptable 
to self-reap cting Indimm until and tinlcHg it is left iii the hands of a government 
representing the iiatiiinil will and fteed from foreign domination. Wr move indsMl 
in a vicious circle. Without education proin^riy outlined and directed we eaanol 
attain our freedom. Without freedom and full control over our own destinies, Wi 
cannot reshape our educational policy entirely according to our will and require* 
uents )So long as the prosent sitiintton continiieH, however, It is obvious we have 
to make the best use of the existing machinery and by constant efTorts and 
agitation secure changes and Improvements which Will bring us as near our goal 
as possible. Acceptance of our national languages as the mtdia of instruction and 
examination up to the big lest standard is a fuiulameiilri coiidition which has yet 
to be lulfillcd. You have riglitly adopted this course in developing your actlvltfee. 
lihich province has its own major language and this should be accented in its own 
educational sphere, if there is another language which has a sunstantisi number 
of adherents, tiiis may also receive recognition under suitable conditions, although 
the multiplicity of languages within the same provincial xone may lead to obvioue 
complications. A hurc.iu should bo set up in each province under the supervision 
of well trained scholars and working In close co-operation with Government and 
Universities, it should undertake the preparation of books in all subjects of study 
iu the provincial language. A working knowledge of BngiUh at the puet-elementmry 
stage is sulKcient for our ordinary purtmaes except in the ease of that limited 
number of scholars who may choose to study the English language and literaturs 
as part of their academic training. Similarly a working knowledge of Hindi It 
essential so that direct contact among iieoples of difTcrent provinces may be main* 
tain^. The atudy of different subjects has to be ro-orgaiitsed in a manner suited 
to the conditions of our country. Subjects like History, Economics and Social 
Science have to be dealt with in relation to Indian environments. With regard to 
Science which knows no geographical boundaries, the uomeuolature should not ba 
divorced from what is in use in other parts of the world, for only thus can we 
keep oureelves in touch with world-progress, and retain oontect with oO-work«fi 
outside our own sphere of activity. 

While we cannot but emphaaise Uie well-equipped libraries and laboretoim 
seminars and museums in any system of national edueatiou, we have to keep down 
unneeessary expenditure on buildiiigs and hoeteie. In a poor country suoh ae ouft 
we ahould aim at minimising expeMituie iu every poeeibfe manner so that memy 
thus released may be utilised for the progiessive ffixpeneioo of educattoii. The 
conditiane of living and training of our alumni ebonld he euoh ee to render It 
possible for them on the terminatiou of their etodise to identify tbemselvce wither 
anv pang with the enviionnients amidst which they hod been prevlottety eoomtediM 
to llv^ Nothing ie more miuone to te eanee ^ onr eonntrr;# pcogreie the® to 
eimti « eepimte clnse of so-mdled eduo^ Indlm enttrily iwt of touAt® 
ouNook andmodo of living with Ike vaet miflUme of ^ their less fortudeto USfm* 

-S^. sfsua: jssirgiiass 


m TBE GUSmUL xmtVeBeirr OOKVQOATION [ aAmtnrJMr- 

gm0 up M to tnia in mMifM dirwtioiif suited to tlie seonomie Ml 
udemel pfogress of tm oouniry* Ik is in this sphere thst e Nntional Ooremnieiit 
will desss Ik a sapreme duty to eo-ordidate eSbcklTet j the aetisities of aeademie 
tosficiilioas with trade, eommeree, agrlenltiire and indnstrT* There can he no elsah 
of Interests sinoaK these sgeneles only if all strlTe to sehiere one nltlmate end— 
the eerrios of the nadan as a whole. 

Mation between teacher and stadcnt tonat be sooh as between father nnd 
son. U Is only by the fulfilment of this eonditton that a correct standard of 
education can be maintained and its objects properly fnlillted. Obedience that 

E ont of spontsneons loyalty and affecdon is permanent ; enforced diseiptlne 
of the fear of rules or rods fails to mould the character of the students, 
basic concept of Gurukula— the home of the teacher— 4s a gift of the anment 
Indian mind and has seldom penetrated into the artificial atmosphere of residential 
schools, coided from the Western pattern in many parts of India. An Indian 
Onmkuta cannot aeparste education from the mainaprlng^ of Indian Dharma, 
interpret in its brosdest sense. Ths hsritoge that beldnKS to an Indian yonth 
must be clsarly and boldly-held before his mind's eve. The eternal ealne of the 
teachings of the ancient seers must be explained to him—not for lowering hb vision 
or choking his spirit of inquisitiveness, but lor msking him judge for himself todr 
fundamental values. Civitisation in our society meant progretsive ■oelallaation of our 
MvSi by developing all the finer feeling which helped us to Ksllse our oWd sdves 
In others end otliw in our own selves This is why onr social life Imd been dasui* 
noted more by moral oonsoiousDeBa ratiief than political. If to-day we suffer from 
jdivislone and dbixiiptlona, the fault tiea with tlKwe interpretera who for hlatodoaf 
re a s on a dung to forms ami firMctlces and narrowed the base of the orfdnal stme- 
tnss of onr society striking at the root of service and fH|naliiy, to manifest in the 
teechings of our ancient seers. Pride in one's national heritage inch ai onrs whidi 
tsanacenda ill barriers of race and eroed must be ijnpl*iiited in the heart of onr 
yontii, for bf tids alone wHI he ahake off an InfAriiuity complex and lack Of edf- 
eottfidenoe, fatal to the cause of our prcgrufie. We claim that instead of taming 
meaitorards we can xdMiild onr aoeiotv fiuidamentAlly on oar own modd. Xii n 
country such as ottrs with pecple lollowbig difft^reut religions and lakhe. we 
eo ed)ttst onr movements as to lieimlt full aoope lor Intellectual and enltnral 
lopmeat to alt mnential units, each remaining loyal to its creed, helplnl and tmat- 
lin eC each other, and all owing allegianoe to the imperishahle sptiit of the Indum 
uuUy. 

Today fhc world is faced with a ends pakitown in the history of human 
dviliaation. Western civili«iatioa has faUud to gWe tl»e world peacs and fvsedom* 
Ifut^te of material advam^ement and scientific and induHtrM progress, the ruling 
eiaqaes in Europe were doraioated by the triple forces of ptiwer, prestigs and poss- 
essioa. The fuUire banpiosss of ths world nUI depend on, the outlook of the men 
who control the dcstinito of the stronger and the more powerful nations. WhaU 

li] 


- . , . ibey may pay 

dcimt if in tfadr actions th^ atic 


to the doctrine of eqiislity, democracy and free- 

Ifow tiiemsdves to be dominated by a policy of 

aggression and expldtatioii of wesker or less fortunate countries, they esn never 
hopo for the insugnmtion of a better world-order. The future of tbe world lies 
In a federntioii of free countries where each will liave (he scope of devdoplng Its 
nstloiial life in sct^ordaiice wih its best ideals and traditions. If this goal is aeoep- 
XMa to all, the educaiUmal system in ail parts of ths world must be so moulded 
ee to euoouiige the growth of correct intemstional belisviour sod nnderstsoding. 
Among the fundsmeiitsl morst qualities, man mutt liave a deep concern for the 
good fin of his ImIIows. Every j^noii should be given a fair chance of growing up 
to mind and body and making the host of liis natural faoultiea. He muct 
hfve a aenae of social reaponaihility and the will te aliik his personal interests end 
. Ikiit of Ida olsse in the common gm He most be a man of independent Judjfc- 
aMmk reapeet the individuelities of others and be tolerant to opinioim to eonfiwt 
Wilth hla own. ; lie Should reallfs that he has respofiaibility not only ea a tfitlisn 
wC toi own hdttiiiry but also as a citiasn of the world, that tbm must be equel 
tostide tor ail« that Qotomtoeiit should be based on general good-will end eupport 
rS^tMoubiiitetoiice. 

One ci M uigtot us is replenning .of a syaism of 

1 edueation asmu lb out needs mid aspiratidns. We do not yet know when 

1 condittoiie triti; yim «• io give lAect.l6 such e reformed s^eme. But 

4 must form a fen of ‘|KMt»wm leoonstrootion. We should lose no time 

^ Mttog up a cMptotot tonchinery/M^ repieaentative of all interosli, which 
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iA|^ cziiloM ttw liBM o( osr cdnMtiond inadminw. 1»» «•**» iriB 

not be Ml eMj one* Probleme relating to iMiguesee* traSltioiin. neede of dUfemt 
Md employm^^^ Th^ oSTfif 

edaeefeKM bee to dediivd wi^ dwn«M end nreoiiioii.^ fir)^ |mt owr dhicel 
Indian el^ ee eonptetely ee poNible eo wtA be mx 
feel bimidf com^oaely at one with bit comnutiity, ebaio in He trerfftbrne of the 
paat, ita life and eotioo in the me^t end Ite iadradooe and leenoneildlity to 
the fatnie. A vast country like Indiy trill preeent probinne tonilar to iiartl* 
enlar prorincee* Onr aim eboitld be to inenirate in the nilnd of even cbud a 
OM^ate lotaliy to tlie ajiint of Indian unity and ao to xegnlate bit daily iNllb 
that he nay become aware that what be It aolug le to the advanoement of to 
nation and through hit nation of humani^ at large. 

Your great inetitution' will ooniribnie in no amall dfcr«t» to the aololkNi of 
the Indian educational problem. KcglmeutaCioii of rulee and adptoNi of n 
rigid pattern in the spliere of education ▼irtnulty give it a di^tb blow. They eUrlha 
nt the root of its life and lead to dendly atagnatloii. You have demonatrated Ibet 
ednoation in thia country can be organta* d by a correct ayntheaia between the 
fundementnl aepecie of Indian oiviiieation and the true nquirementa of a atontine 
nga. The influences for the good which atone can save htimAtt oiviliaatton from the 
doitruetive forces of an arrogant and actflah materiaiiaiu have been i 
nurtured by you iiiepite of grave obataide. In the taek of recoiiatratloii of 

■oeiety you are bound to play a dominant part and your ezi'erieiioea will 

coee in no amali tneaeure ilie future ^onrae of i*dnoailotial policy nnd admhiiatfn* 
tlOD in thii country. India amidat all her diveraltica pmaeiit a unity of theught 
and action wfaidi is indeed remarkable, inapfte cd tHflintMil liondage we have been 
iffle to keep our iieade erect because of tW inherent iiower of aHMlmllation ttutl the 
Indian mind baa abdwn ilaeif capable of. 'Ilia ahn of jOtOr ottUnre baa baen the 
complete imrileatiou of life. Naiiire, man and Ood make to life entire knowladgei 
and aervto and love are the materiale which go to the making of man oontplile. 
In the firm belief that die ranee of Indian advancement le luat and liidtteooA nnd 
etanding at the foot of the Himalayas and near the jBLoly Kiver^ that have tom 
time immemorial wiinesaed the mijlh^ career of Indian oNliaatten, which oe nllen 
Bower can eruah. let us draw iueptsatiou tom tha Qlorfoiia Paet, anataiii totituda 
and atcmgUi to toe the ttole and trtohrtiooa irf the Brecent and tarir^y eM« 
tribute our humble eban la the retoflding Of n lice Mid luiHeq indin of the 
Future. Let ue gather in our own the veleei of Indiaki oppreesed mllltoe M^ 
Moelnim in the worde of our bclosed Poet onr detonninntlao to merch dlong to 
^ of truth and Justice and to conrider no aaoiiiloe, ao preparation too gnat to 
to omaacipatioii of onr J&otherlandt ^ ^ - - , . , ^ . 

‘‘Where the mind it without lenr and to head ia held high: 

to to Mt been token up luto tegments by narrow 

walla * 

Where worde come oni from the deptik of troth : 

When tlrcleee eClfiving et^er to arm towarde perfeetion : 

When to clear etream of naaon to not tot to way Into to dnaiy 

i. led fonraid by Tbe. iatomnridwiDg OMaAt Md aetiw— 
loto tint hMV«n of fiwdom, sy fttbar. bt my eoaatoy .wataT* 


The Osmania University Convocation 


sir AfdMUr ndar. . 

Pw foUowiDf it Aio text d tbo OonroMtioii Addma daUrotod lif Hr 
Ardethir Btu/Umji DaUd.'Ex., I.O.B. (Bold.) a* 

OoBTOoMion hdld aS Hyderobad (Doeeui^ ob Mio Mdvni 


mo 10 UBilver wo 
iyMU atsdy ol odoMliMal 
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IIm fealaii of teloitoo, Utaroloio or poU4bi as lo ttstitfo ns to iSbm oomplimeiit yoa 
luifa Mid me. 1 fvould fe^esst jod tecifeie to liesr mj ttmitatloot In mind nod 
ektend jomr iadnlMoe to me If my addiem does not comenp to the Tety inih 
•tnndsid whieh my dietiogidalied pmdeeeieoie hnM eet. 

In the Onmeitin UnWeralty yon eel out to do, and have elreedy mcoecded in 
doing eonieUiing that is nnione In the OdneatUuiil annals of this country. Appre- 
ciating the defects inseparable from g system of educatioa thioiigh the medium of 
a fovmgn language, such as the atndn on the atadenta' memory, the stilting of 
originaUtj and the unbridgeable gulf erealed between the educated elaeece Snd the 
mam of the population, you hsTe with a Tision and a eonrage worthy of admira? 
tion, founded a fJoiveruty imparting education through the medium of Urdu. At 
the aame time, through your Bureau of Translation with ita large staff oi highly 
qualified translators, you have suoeaeded in toanilatihg the greater part of the boohs 
embracing praoticaUy the whole range ofnuuversity etudiee and have time not only 
freed the stadente from the ehaeklee of a foreign language but have contributed e 
gr^t deal to the advancement of Urdu languege and literature. 

Hie Exalted Highneaa, whose name thia University bears sad who through 
the foundation of this Univeraity has rendered a unique eervioe to the eauee of 
education not only in hia own State but throughout India, has afilrmed in the 
charter founding the Univerrity that hia purpose was **the inauguration of a Univer- 
aity in the State In which the knowledge and culture of ancient and modern timea 
may be blended so barmonioualy as to remove the defects created by the present 
ayetem of education and full advantage may be taken of all (hat la beat in the 
ancient and modern syeteme ot physical, jntellebiual and spiritual culture. In addi- 
tion to ita primary object to diffuse knowledge, it should aim at tits monil tmining 
of atudenta and give an impetus to research in all aoientifio aubjecta.*’ TkAiprogrem 
of , the University since ita foundation indicates that this pur}^ In bring fulfilled. 

To the late Nawab Hydar Nawas Jung Bahadur, Known to hmiFriends in 
British India as Sir Akbar Hydari, whose death we so deeply mourn, th# University 
owes a great and abiding debt. It was hia viaionf, courage and foreaighiphicli enabled 
the Oamania University to be founded on the present lines and to reii|l the etaiure 
to which it has arrived tpday. When as Secretary in the Ednoation Department in 
1917, Sir Akbar Hydari submitted the memorandum to Hia Exalt^ Jlignneaa whi^ 
iril to the inauguration of the Uaiveraityt he took the first step on tie ppth whieh 
will enable this country to find iu true place in the common wealth of'cultnre. Yon 
Imve not only made the attainment of oultnre easy and pleasant for the student Imt 
have put . him in a position of vantMs to ditsemlnate it among the mats of the 
pbpnlation in their own mother-tongue mrough adult edueation claases, popular lec- 
tures and the like. 


Another feature of yonr University which, though not unique, is elmoet equally 
important, ia that it is a reaidentiai and teaching as well as an examining oody. 
With nferenoe to thia I cannot do better than quote the following words of Omdinel 
Newman, written nearly a century ago : *T protest to you, gentlemen, that if 1 had 
to ohooae between a so-called university which dispensed with reeidenoe end tutorial 
auperinteodenee and gave ite degrees to any person who paased an esamination in 
a wide laage df anbjects and a university which had noprofeasora and examinations 
at alt but aseiely bsougbt a number of yonng men together lor three or font yean 
and then ariii them away, if I ware arirad which of these two methods was a berier 
dieeirihm of the iutelieot, which ot the two oonreei wae the mon enoeemfnl in 
Inlung, 'moulding and enlars^g the mind, whieh sent out men the mon fitted for 
eeeidef diitiei, which pfodncca better publie men, men of the world, men whoee 
nenea wMd deicend to |ft>eterity, I have no hesitation in giving the piriEemoe to 
Slat uelvinity which did Mditittg, over that which enctea of Its aembem an 
aerniifiatmma with every erianoe under the lan.** Yonr Univeielty eombiaei the 
idmmlaim ol a leritotlal and t eee hlng as well ae. an eiaarinlnf nnlverailf and 
IkHW Oln to my mind ftat li ie tha beet tno ef ualvenity eifiled 


» ol a leridentlri and t eae hlng as well aa. an eiaminlnf nnlverailf 
a no mismion to my mind ftat li ie lha beet tyoo of unlvenity en 
m ImI eoniiiiona. Tim inriatenM en eosspulaory wmnea whidi enablei 
dvSnn of a eonoMe life, ei of mhid with mind Imcli 


Bi. TIminriilamen eoBspnliM leritaee wh^ enahlee the 
onomte life, ef rim , eontaci of mM with mind hotli of 

rimte te ^ 

'0^1 the -ytiin^^h'' pf, ■ ffif^ydemihii^fi .frifioijiesthfw 


itensniffi 
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j or ffoocdom wiA tbo oiBioUe idoolo of m tnm wilfiiil^. Thfai 

prinoi^ ol toleclitioi^ ■ynth^ of enlUiiiaB. It oqiKMedi ofon io tko onliltOQ- 
tm (» 'mi oUtoW bailtiogt^ whiob ore the leoliootloiii in etooe of IboiiiovikoBoBe 
^ fonr arehitML Knwob Zoln Yor Juno Bohodar and of ML Jaaper« Ybe 
harmopioiii fuiion of tlie A]anta and the Mognol elilea in the deoifco of yoor bail* 
i* ? >ynbol and an objeot-leieoa. « It It a eymbol of the mutuid loro and good* 
will of tbe two gnat oonmanitlei, Hindus and uodime, who eompoeo Ibo popnia* 
tioa of tte States and of the^^traditioo of loleraneo establiiiiied and eberlidi^ by tte 
Balers of tbo Asaf Jahi dynasty. It is an object ieason of permanent ralae to aU 
those who enter its portals to enrich those traditions and to foster those leeliiigB of 
lore and brotherhood among all oommnnitlea. 

1 must congratulate the authoritiea of the Unirereity on the echeme of exten* 
•ton and extra-mural lectures whieh they have organised. Among those who have 
delivered the extension lectures, 1 find the distinguifihed names od phlloeopbeiin 

» ecientists and atateiman. To have listened to Rabindranath Tagore, Mohammaa 
or 0. V, Raman ia in itaelf a liberal education. 

Tour extra-mural activities enable you to carry the light of learning to the 
forum and the market-place and to share with your less fortunate brothers some of 
the benefits of higher education. 

In pursuance of the aim of the founder to aohleve a harmonious blend of 
ancient and modern culture, you are actively promoting studies and research in 
oriental languages, Sanskrit as well as Arabic. The Uairat-ul-Msarif which oarrl^ 
on the work of editing and publishing rare Arabic manuscripts has won internatlo* 
nal reputation for itsdf. It is this harmonious blend, this nappy synthesis not only 
of ancient and modern culture but of Hindu and Muslim -thought and spirit^ IM 
achievement of whieh should be the principal aim and crowning glory of your 
University. 

Synthesis in the spheres of literature, philosophy and science has always 
formed the hall-mark of isiamio culture. On the one hand, we have a chMn of 
venerable universities which have carried out this ‘ task through the ages, thus the 
University of Cordova combined the thought of Islam, of Spain and of Palestine. 
The £1 Ashar University ‘ of Cairo united the cultures of £gypt, Qreeoe and 
Arabia. The famous Nisamia University of Baghdad had perhaps the largeet 

number of students devoted to researches in Greek philosophy. PIsto sod 
Aristotle' Qsleu end Uippoerstee were household words in Baghdad. Ihe number 
of oommoutariei on Aristotle and Plato written by the aiumul of tbe Nliamia 
oouid be oounted by thoueande. 

Another aapect of the gathering of iheae aoattered aeeda of knowledge ie the 
way in which cnltuiea and languagea are formed. Thus it waa the union of the 
•pirit and philosophy of Iran and Arabia that has gireo us llis glorious Persian 
language and Literature. Similarly, the development of Urdu iteelf required the 
mthefls of Sanskrit, Arabic and Persian, lhat wellknown epoch of Persian 

literature which diatinguiabed the Moghul dynaaty waa due to tbe co-operation of 
foreign emlgranta audlooal acholara noth Muslim and Hindu. Thua a libend 
prince like Dara Shikboh could write a book on the harmony of Indian and Snfi 
philoeophy and eo title it eigaificantly enough the Majmu*ul Bahrain. Just aa.in 
the Dark Ages lalamie seh^ars kept sJIve the torch of learning aod spra^ 
wisdom of the East, enriched ' by their own original ooniributiooB, to all the 
eountriea of Europe where their arms led them until it waa taken over and 

rekindled by the univeraitiea of tbe KenaiBaance, so let me hope that the to^ 

of indigenoua Indian culture^ not Mualim nor Hindu but a true fuato of botiL 
kindletTat thia University may spread light and lustre throughout the length and 
breadSi of India. 

Eo ^ueatioo ean be universal In the real senm of the word whldi Mkeli 
the j^i^cal development of the atodenta. From that point of vww 1 
mMTiQo highly t& policy adopted by yon of making sonie 
eetivi^ eomimlflory for atudenwr 

irall as thoOT of the proieveio’tal oolleges* The mOet Important of atu^ eetmtlBS 

"toriKtaf 1. kft Mb .BhOTt fatWa »• J ^ Wftinpfr 

ol IIwSiSm « ni.triiik bM itai to »• 
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ibiM Mlntiff teMoiit from them and ime of the of thoao lemoiia hi the 

iii|>ortatiiBe 01 the physical trainitijr of yonili from the earlieat age. The Yonth 
Ifevemeiit tioi only in GetniHtiy and Italy but also in Ruaaia is the looree and 
loiuitaiaHead of iheir physical might, if thta country vwiahea to attain ita r^tfnl 
place in the 'comity of iiaiioika, it has to begin with the phyeicalaa well aa mental 
educatien of 'its youth. Bley I with 'that end anggiet tbe.atarting of Labour CVirpa 
in iBhopla AB a . preliminaiy training ground for the UniYerrity 'I’tainlng Corps ? 

Bilking to an audieuee such aa this, and on an ocoaaion ao important aa a 
OonYOcaiioti for the coiifermrnt of Uegreee» i may be permltfed to ditcnm briefly 
the alms of higher education ia India today, .bird. Badhakrishiian aays aome- 
wbere that, during the laat war, a Professor at one of the Univeraitlea of Greet 
Britain was asked mBof be was doing while the great fight for preserring cWiliastion 
was going on, and he replied. **/ am the elviliaation you are fighting for I” He 
was right; for the univeraitits and the men of light and leading at the unlversitiea 
are the reiosltoriea and .custodians of .the civilisation and culture not only of a 
nation but that of all humanity. The aiilvemitici jealously guard and devoutly 
eheriah all that n 'higheet and noblest tin ilie achievements of the human apiiit in 
its unending quest after truth, beauty and righteonsneas. 

*'Ad intefligeni man'*, aays Plato, **wiU prise those studies which result in his 
•oul getting aoberneas, sighteousness and wisdom." At no other time in the history 
of the world was tlie iiera for these values greater than now. In these dsys df 
storm and stress, when the foundations of society are shaken and the very fabric 
of our oivllisatioii seems to be ciambltng, it more ^an ever behoves the youth of 
every nation to ouUivate these values. The pursuit of knowledge with singleness 
and devotion, the discipline of the intellect, .end the cultivation of higher moral 
Btandarda ought to give to .the students wtiat has been aptly calkd 'me balanoed 
mind.' 

'The Dedicated lAfe' of which Lord Haldane epmdts in ,hts afimirable .book on 
imlversities and Jiattonal life, not only rejiutEes that the student Should scorn drifght 
and live laborious days bnt also that, living aa he does within the cloistered 
seclusion of a utiiveraity., he should avoid entering into the heat and strife of the 
mnrket-place. There is no quesiton on iritleli .more divergent opinione have been 
ospi'ceaed by xeiponeible men in the pifixUo life of Uie oountiy than thia— >if , and to 
what 4sxtetrt, stiideuta while they are at ibe univertdty ahonla play an active part 
in politics. Biwaking as one who is neither a pdliiician nor an edneationist but 
simply as one iiiteceated in tlia wcfl^are and progress of the youth of our •oountry, 
1 would ask you to wmewkm that the period of your atay at the univeni^ is aoe 
si miwratiou for life. When the preparation b ended and yau have paaaed out 
ii ibe wniverei:^., U. wilt wot only be your rkht and privilege bnt also your duty 
to lake ;Mi 'active part in all nmvements lor the wellaie and advatioement of your 
country, and when <bai rime eomee 1 know you will not he loimd wanting. But 
durbg rite period df piepararion, before your mind hen eeaaired ibe hatanee and 
11 m aenae *of proporlm rimt wonid enable yen to Judge aright irom wrong and to 
Atkgahdi mdrs oatehwmde and dribIxderiM from true polilioal wisdom, to msh 
kto «ilie active poHtiicfA arena weald be injurione to yownell >ae weB to the eavee 
of yooc sditaury. Oue of the virtues you acquire in the nnivemity b the virtue of 
nsftriiiit; Ibe edbcfatcsa, tighteeuenesi end wisdom, of whhdi Mrio apeeka b in- 
aoBUMdlhle with vtolencci, ii^adice and intolerance. Ypu abonld crilrivate a freedom 
It^ theae pasahma ai wdl .aa itom petty Jeelonsbe and paity laBoear ao IluA in 
Cntlficai ^ riau, when you etepoat kto the world, you can uiitios the heoir- 
Idie aod ciiltafe» wbdom and vlitae noqnlrcd during your yema of pwp e ial i en at 
thi noiaeiaity lor tlm aervioe of yoer motheibDd. 
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eonneoWr with oi! %Awv» 6l imd. lifOi^ Siito 

eottfisiit with nm of teieiioe, I m luHunllr mofo Iti|miil2^^ 

nniwoiiy*ft neiivlYiei thin iu th« nncib witlio^^ lii jtoy wf 

n^iniizinx ^Inn ond imfKMrtaoe of ih« Ui^a TIm praf^iiMi^ 
tbe lift m hnndfcd yrazi w lo hMjoo^ded ot an amaainff, and td aoiM 
“Vf?”®™? Duri»»K rhat nen<id, peftna of eommunioation bavi Imiwrivdd Id 
• ntt lha oeiitariea precediiiff it fiom tha dawn of tOaMni: 

It baa baan stated that theri^ia niore powar in a idnple nodarti tank tban 'thtfif '-ifiai 
in ^ aiioja army of William tlia Ginqueior j that mora meUl has bsMi a^btad 
*®«***2/®5 ^ 1914 than in alt the yaara piaoedinic it. Tbfsa rapid atHdca In 

aaieiitiile daralopmaiit- hava brought with them complicated problamt In tba ioeia}. 
aaonomio and political spherae which tlie world has been trying to aolra with sbfb 
J****te.**?^ success so far. faience has been blam*^ for war sod ttiventing the 
homm instruments of war. It is not scianee but the purpoaes to bbteh acfenaa 
bM bean perverted by those in power which hss led to the Ills of bumsaity. If 
scianoe can intent iiistriimcnts of dastrucUon, it can also intent those lor the 
piaaertstioii of mankind and the alletiation and cure of human ills and sufibrioic. 

8o highly hate the potential energies, of science been detalO|ikl that it is withia 
its power to repair all the hatoe caused by the present war and within a few years 
to bring the world to a pitch of prosperity netar asperiancad before, protided-^d 
this is s tary big proviso— the politicsl and roonomie ayatems do not liamper ita 
progress as tbay nata bithario done and tlie jealousies spd greed of men do not lead 
them again to another orgy of hloo<lahi d and devaatatlon. The fact is that wblls in 
tbe realm of material science, msiikiud has progressed at each an amaalng ^piusa. 
momOy nnd spirtiuatiy it has maiie very small progress during the last two moussna 
yaara. Ilia developmant of the physical sciences hss thus outstripped the develop* 
ment of the moral and social alienees and the oonseienca of men. 'Jlis horrors aii4 
atrocities partietratad daring the present war might excite the envy of Cbangis Khau 
and leave the primitive savage aghast with horror. It is this one*sidad devdopmant 
of human progress which has lai some thinkers serionsly to advocate a tamiKMEarj 
halt in the farther progress of physical science. While toislly disagreeing with anea 
a, augfl^ion, 1 think that our universities onght to devote a larger maaaura of 
attention to the moral and sociological •ciencea, to a truer intarpratatioii of poliliaal 
economy and politieal scieuoa and to a closer atudy of eueh snbjeels sa maaa 
psychology. 

Your University has instituted the Ph. D. Degree in vsrions snbieets, inelndlng 
Mathematioe, Zoology and Chemistry, to qualify for which tesesreh for not leas than 
three years under the supervision of University Professors is usoesssij. You beve 
a gal^y of research talent on tbe teaching itsff of your Univereity. In view of the 
vastly increased importance of the subjects, may I suggest that the Ph. D. Dficree 
may m given in Applied Physios and that a Faculty of Technology idny^ be nmd 
to the existing Faculties of the University f 

BigUtly or wrotiglj^ for good or evil, thia is the sgs of the msohlnd end the 
history of the war has proved end Is proving every day that it is only Ihe 
aolentiftoslly doveloped countries which have highly organised industriea which aim 
hope to survive in the struggle for existenoe. Tlie wonderful reslatanee of Bueslh 
which has evoked the admiration of die whole world has emiy been lendeted 
po^ble tbxottgb its extraordinary scieiitifio and technologieal development ainee 
192B Even before the wav, one per eent of tbe na^nl loeome of Bnaala 
wee epent on scientiao reaeercb as compered with one third of one per eehl 
bf the United. Btstee of America and one-tenth of one per ewit, hy Oi4el 
mtiin. Hmm wen tan ttouMid, GertOfclato in to aftmjtrj amto^ 
inekof ito aoU lot atinaralak THalt laboni to lad to tottodattomto 
oi to nininn and matnUingM raaonnaa ol Bnatb wUab to ainMtd S 
«o nwTita nnSi m^hty Mo««n tote toty indnjM.an to # 

Dot toin by to Oarmana. te to arnr. Tto kewm to 
li n w a t anbaric oikhi an Intanaiaa pwRiainto aitodla aiid indnafelW: 
ian» if.tt ia to attain to paaition << n jpaat Mefew^t :;'p4 

It. It wiil ba to dn^ and to wijdaita^to yowM iatat^ ito^ 

Jnad in yw IJniwrtlly totop toit, «gtoy gJjWto tojjnfc ; 
j A ^^emeiidoiii^ leeway, to maike up* Indie le pninnly ^ ^egneidtiMnil 
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Qod Ban Kim jon te o^prMoN i 
Td lifo ki' thaat gntt taat aod^hofwjoor past 
lo' CcomIqa’O cEowniiiK. honf.** 

~ thora io iafwrpoMd* npoo iha world 


_ji;.flor own Inlnal 

r wBidk era no Ion dlIBcndi and ^htiataing,' Of totaonf ‘ 

tho' world oondfel. laaahn na, 1 would aalaet tha faibwInK: iBraa 
Thai aniip it! aaontial te aafalj : 

(ti) Tbal tha dap of tha aauiU atalea la paaiad t 
(ml That a nairaw nathinaHain ia a eaiaa rathaa ihna a hlaaaiBK.^ 

Tahug than up one h| ona, tha whola hiatofy of tiio haetio parm 
dia Ural world war and. the aaooad inpraaaaa noon na tha naad for nnl^ in tha 
intaraala of oor own aafatj and hnppioaaa. Tha nohla eonaapi of a LaaKoa of 
Natiom waa torpedoed alnMOl aa toon at it aroaa bj Iha ?erp nation la tha i " 
of wfaoao ^aaMant it originatad, baeanae hia oountry thoni^t Haall aala In Mi 

iaoktion. Than followed tha fiitila Kallog Pact, tha Loaarno Poet, andfaaa ao 

anoea ragardiiiK diaarmamant and tha riaina tida of aneroaebnanl bp Mn Alia 
Powara ottlmioatini in the ■amnder of Mnnloh and tha erowidni tnfm af Iho 
praaent war. At arerp afcage it waa altar that If tha Powara had prnentol a nnllad 
front to tha aKgraaaor, inataad of aaah looking to Ita own fanafad aaeutto and Ma 
own narrow intaraata, tha whole oouraa of hiatorp would haro baan abangad* _ ^ 

One haa only to look around and aaa the fata that hm bofallao Malm, 
Holland, Poland, Caaoho-Slotakia, Gceaea, Albania and othota, W bo aadaiai oaB 
only that theae amali atatea hare eeaaed to osiat bnt that In tha fntino thw nanooC 
1 ^ reanaoitatad aa oomplatalp indapandant aofertfgn atatea, .bomnn the taafadoot of 
modern warfare raoairaa a dngraa of aeieotlSo and indoatrial darehipaMirt wmeli 
n few large eountriai can p o aaea i . The email atatea eao tharelw aai al only 5 
entering into n fadaratioo with othaii nod bp anrrendaring a part of their aorndfeB^ 
for the eaka of their aafatr. 

A narrow nadonaliam looking to lie own intaraat lagnrdlaM of t ho By g 
whlf are of the xaat of the world led to tariff barriera. nnilataml. tndo 
managed currenoiea, froaen oredila and the nnmmKpB dawieei 

warfare which nltimatelp reinited In open armed oon^ I 

well as the imparlnlisms which thrire upon the w^oitwttotf of * — 

dereldped nntioaa most glfo.ldaoi to the Inm eweept * wpM fadanatioiir 

When we turn to India today, wfiM do wo IffnYi wo l«tt^ tho 

leaaone wbeh the tragedy of the worid^wm ia upon an t . Am y» 

naitad in r^^iatanaa to tSa Alia mmmt f Haro wo,iM jafla oor jwMy 
and narrow ^oetarlan intaraata 

ipdnv praaanta a •poetabla of diaaoid, jttjRinitp and mtarallon aneli m- M M ai Bgl 
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^ hat mmf I i«i4ii4 fim^l^^ Itiifv jttide otmii jntoaiitoi 

tMite to :ib« CliiiiMAlot In ofipi CtevbeotiiMu Too luiv bsMlMd to pmoiii tratb, 
to dMiti itotao sod to diHeniiuito too toioirledgo 70a fiofe OBqolfoa omoog tom 
^Ito itora too imo oopmooitloo 00 yon Iw^ lo loor Intm irngmo 

(h lito wboloTor bofollfl yon. zomooibor tool too ho&oiir mad loir somo of 
Jiilvonito m to yoor kaopifif • 800 tool too hoBOnr it noTor olniiiod, toot 
_ .-too to ooror tarntthod. io m, too ooodomie doicioe yoa obiotii todoy moy 
or tooy not bo of ?ol«o to yon, bol too oititnro yon lion ooqttirMl oad Iho ohoroolor 
yon lioTO divoloped trOl go wlto yon toxoogh life, ll ie not too ooriidcoto toot 
goin yon toe mpoet end donddenoe of yonr Mammma, bat it ii by your 
eondoet end ohonoter toot yon oill oeenro toeni. ' 

Tho Oemonio Uaiferoity irlU ohortly bo odobrotiog ito 6il?or Jnblloe. Moy I 
oonelndo by wiobing it 0 long oaoeoMfol ooroor of oorrioo to too Stoto ond to too 
odoio ol eifilieotlon ond inrogroii. 


The Calcutta University Convocation 

Dr. B. C. Boy*o dddrooo 

**Oao of too moin funotiooe of the University is to produce leodero of toonght 
end oetioii, workoro dodiootod to the oervico of tho Notion. Tho Univoroity is 
iootly regarded os ’too citedol of Truth, tho home of that freedom of the spirit 
whton Is True Liberty, Liberty to think, Liberty to spook, Liberty to teooh.” 
This remorkoblo observation was mode by Dr, Bidhan Chandra Ifoy, Vioo- 
Chonodllor, in the eourse of too forty dvo*miuute address he delivered at the 
Oenvooodon of too Ooloutta University held on toe 18th. Marsh 1048. ^ 

In the eonrso of his address Dr. Boy observed : 

While I have aiiuded to the aohievemonts of toe different teaching departments 
of too University with some amonnt of instifiable pride, I am not nnmlndfur ^f 
too foot that oven welLintentioned critics have repeatedly pointed out onr defer s. 
Belf-compleceney should not blind us to our own faults, neither should we suffer 
from that igaoratioe which consists less In: not knowing things than in ignoring 
things already known. The first defect pointed out by our critics is that the stan- 
dim of our examinations is low and continues io be low and tost our Graduates 
faro badly in any All*India competition. Let us pursue this point of view and find 
oat if tod University is ditootly or indirectly rssponBiblo for this state of affairs. II 
too peroontsge of passes In any group of examinations is any criterion of toe 
atoimSsrd of tsaehing given by toe Univendty to our students, I need only point 
oat that during the year ander review four of them obtained their Ph. D,, five 
weru admitted to toe D.So, and two obtalnad the M. D. degree. Most of the exe- 
mineie for theee Skeftonelione were experte belonging to other provinoes or eoontriee 
and no gjoeettou of favouritisin oould arlae. 

But oor Idenda then argue eomewhat ae followe : The Caleuita Univeralty 
has baceme huge and unwieldy, and it admits, toousands of studenta for the different 
Uidvereity naminaltesi toe etenderd of whieb, on eecount of the lecge nnmbeie 
%t toem. naturally tm fellen low. Mr. t)*ifoffey, in his latest book, 
Ifidia and toe Wcet,* has letfimed to this charge in the following words, 
lifiidved by toe OMeutta Ufiiveislty, lor teaehing and vesmreh won, in eo 
toey ^ not euppHad fay private bmfaotors or by toe grants grudgingly 
gjbfta bf a 0tobfameot whieh>^ Univsialty did litMe to tonciliate» could my. Ito 
pmided by toe e as sese of the Uaivenlty as a baeinm eonoem, the preseotalloa 
olik ItoMi^atoBibsealJto hltimtoa emergeiice of a im 
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mportioD erf l:17, Bm eormpoiidiBg itiim 
Gei^ay 1:9, July and Japan l:lOi Oompara 
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JS* Odcatte UttIfarBt; ta not dlqrfopofBonatrfy 
l^h. If ^ numbw In otter ooantriea do not indleata a low atandard of 
admtiM in ttm why ahoald U ba otharwiaa In Bengal t On tto ottar hand, 
within the laat 80 yaara althongh tto nanhm appaarlng at aaeh axanrfnation hato 
gona up 6 timM, Ae oTajm paraantaga of iwaaM baa ramainad the aamo. Whai 
ramaina than of Mr. O’ifaUay’a aaaartion that thia Unhenlte worka Ilha a hoalnaaa 
aonoarn, anzioaa to •aoara‘'qaaiitity at tha aaoriftoa of quality t Bat yal tt* erltiaa 
paraiat and point oat tha afgnHIoant fact that in any All-India aompatition, tegal 
atndanti faro vary badly, whiah ahowa that onr boya are poorly aqnlpM andhadlir 
tndn^.* Eittcr tha InatUattma an inadaqnataly protidad and thair taaahofa an 
inoompatant» or tha pnptlt of theaa 1,800 tv^hoola oona to tham an dMtelant In ttair 
training In tha Priman atagaa, that they an inaapabla of banafttiag by tha Inatraa- 
tiona givan to them. £at ua oonoada for a moment the eorraotnaaa of Doth propdal* 
tiona ; peraonally I fad that our boya to-day ahow poor eompadtlaa merit and ttal’ 
both tha footon an ntponaibla for it to a oertain extant. Bat if tha him naalfo 
dafaotiva training in thair Primary olaaaea, ia tha Unl?eralty naponaihla for thIa t 
Whoaa duty ia to enann anitabla and auffieiant Primary adnaatlon tor our abildnn t 
On tha other hand, if tha Baoondary inatltationa an not able to amplay 
properly brained teaehera It la baeanaa moat of the 18^ aoboola nonpiia- 
ad by tha Dnireralty aziat mainly on their fee inaoma ; Stale aid, when andiabK 
ia ym moMra Moat of theaa Inatitailona an atartad and oondnalad with 
non-official efforta and enttnalaam, and the eaatneaa of tha iinmbar ia itadff an 
hidioation of tha Inbatlabla public demand for Secondary edueatlon. The amnga- 
manta for training teaehera am meagre ; there ia no planiied aehema for proridfiig 
aommereial, indaatnal or agrioultnral adaeatlon, with tha raauH that every hot haa 
to pcepam lor UnWeralty aduoattm, whether ha la auited for it or not Whaf fa 
naliy wantad, to remedy tlda dafaat !• »ot tha anddan eurtattment of the number 
of inatitationa, ao aa to ndooa tha totality of papiB attending tham— a mtngnda 
maaaute qaita nnauhed to meat tte paMto demand, but to hnpeovo ttam by tton 
Mbical gimnta from the Stole m tta one hand and to awitoh on a lam birfk of 
lUaBa to othen typea of atadiaa man eoltad to tham. Tha proUam of odnaalloa 
filSald be appr^ed aa a whale, from the Primary to tha Poat^Si r a i i mfo ittmea. 
adequate fanda proridad for tW and a prognmaa Im adoM 

and followed fora large number (rf ^ notgaei^ 

eoontry end prorinoe. Speekiag of the ebhodlialf ffinglMd 18 mn agi^ 
the then Minieter of Education, aaid, ‘mia wrng thinga m hifog towM to ^ 
wrong way hy tto wrong people. Bat if oo who lo roapoaiihleT Tha oolM li tto 
nation.’* I am onn, aa noon aa tto Hatton in ttto oonoftry Jhae an ajtoellw a and 
aoDolOiifO voloe In nm mattar. It wiU d«Ba^ a nd_ oaenaa a JBm iMm foam 

meto1dl^£”M^tolmto, a^^ IttmST^aii^^ mid oooedtoaiad Datoanffo 

adneatton. ^ . . . 

Thia brfaiga me to tta aa8t oaUmt lor 
timt thia UaHraiaity, 
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Seooadbij Wnotllmi Boud iihiN^ be eitiblielMd el an ^ly date. Sfam dMe end 
ffitt from b^m tlut deter ideiiy frultleie etteajpti hafe been made for the 
eiteUiilimeai 61 a Beard of Seeoodary Ifidaoelloh. I onderitead Chat a aew Bill 
iria lattodiioad ia the preeent Aieimbly and is now beliiic considered by a Seleot 
Oommittee. Ibe Onhertity heya not been consolted on this oocaripn leKnrdinx 
the tertea of Uia Bill. But non, as always, the attitnda dt the Uniyaraity his bM 
that a properly eonsdinted Board shoidd be esteblishea at an early nate wtdob 
6hOttl4 be an independent body, on whiob and on whose effeotiye emontiya oom* 
milCeWt the tJniversity shonld hays adequate repreaentelion. so that there may be 
aontInnHy of adueational policy and objeetiya in the Sohool and Oollegiata atages. 

Board should hays snffieieiit fnnds to open up nqw brsaehes of stpdy, parti- 
ottlarly in the yocatiohsl line, whioh would xelieya the congestion of the colleges* 
Lastly, If and when the Board takes oyer the conduet-oMhe Matriculation exa- 
mination. full compensation shonld be pidd to the Uniyersity for the financial l&ss 
snstdiiiM by it. I am afrftid that so long as an educational measure continues to 
be a game of bagatelle of the proysiling polidoal bodies, there is little chance of an 
efibstiya or early result 

' Tbs next defect that our well-meaning oritloa point out is Chst while our 
students get their distinctions in different brsnobee of study, while the bounds of 
their inyeetigation extend eyen beyond tiie geomphical limits of Asia, while their 
enquiries are extended to whateyer it performea by man and broduced by Nature, 
they httye not eetsblished that contsot with the mseses which was aimed at by 
those who introduced Uniyersity Education in • this conn try. Bir AsuioBh^ s few 
monthe before his death, observed, ee m result of mutnre iudgment and close 
obsemtion, '^he ' Indian tJniyeraities hays not been able to take root in the life 
of the Nation because they have been erotics.” One great drawback in our edu- 
cation had been that it was. and has been nniil recent years, giyen tbrm^gh the 
medium of Eoglish. Msoauisy, who was the author of the ache ms, aimed ”at 
cresting a hody of Indians who would, among other things, refine the yernseulsr 
dtalecle of the country and by enriching them with the terms of science, borrowed 
from the nomeuclature of the West, render them, by degrees, fit yehieles for 
carding knowladge to the great mase of the popnlstion.” Sir Jamet WilHam 
Oaipilk, Who was appointed tbs first Vice-Ofasncelior to giys effect to this scheme, 
thus fmrtmer expounded this point of yiew. '*'fhose who first undertook the task 
<wf tcsnmring the troseure of Western*^^ lesniing and Western science into the 
^lentel mind, bed to choose between conveying inetruotiops through the medium 
of the J^fillih lengusgc or through the mroium of yernseulsr. They chose the 
fiyet metiiSd which uuiocke the whole treasure bouse but we Must not neglect the 
other method i on the contrary; nse it more and more as occasion offers if we wish 
tile ^ueaiiion whieii ere give to slrtko deep root iu to exieiid over a wide surface.” 
One otAhe main functions of the Uniyecelty is to produce leaders of thought and 
' Hi« worleeis dented to the serytoe cti toe Nation. 

The Uoivereity le justly rognided aa the citedel of Tmttu the home of that 

lorn of the ^lU which ie Akue Liberty* Libe^ to think, libtfty to epeak, 

to tea^. No yitiary in tide leaiplai, no alumnus of the Unlyeraity could 
teke w line ahnin in shaping the New Woria to he, unlom he reerivee the oenefite 
of a wfjMrpteoned moral TostnieliOb. It' is nhfoKonate that In this eonniry, a 
meeher may be eefesad from the vtifiidalm eympetidea of the taught and 
muiptilib^ ettmt oh the eel a tio ne of wan te a biimm world or, if he meuaeae 
ihw Im: heard or teperfselly maderotood. And yet how othegwiae 

ohht^ n fhimg man gel that ^eeim^ itirieli wonld make him a stf-|^«arning 
Aamohl a m U young men eaimot govern tiiemedyee> 

>SSrefiMte iharo M the wnrid iriim 

^ihnN:wia.lbb^.. .. . ^ . 
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